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General

Minitex Oral History Interview:  Jeanne DeMars
Sara Ring, Minitex/DCME

The Minitex Oral History project continues!  An interview with Jeanne DeMars 
(Assistant Director for Technology Services, Traverse des 
Sioux Library System) is now available on the Minitex 
website:

https://www.minitex.umn.edu/40th/DeMars.aspx

Jeanne DeMars’s interview focused on the topic of library 
automation. In the early 1970s, the MARC standard was 
relatively new, the OCLC union catalog was new (now 
known as OCLC WorldCat), and projects to convert library 
card catalogs to machine readable MARC records were 
just beginning.  In her interview, Jeanne also describes 
searching the OCLC union catalog when it first became 
available, when PALS (shared union catalog of the 
Minnesota State Colleges and Universities) was first rolled out to students and 
faculty, and other stories about automating library card catalogs.  

Here’s a quote from her interview on automating the card catalog to MARC 
records:

I just remember vividly sitting at those old, big (as a grad student) 
terminals. And, we were facing each other, two banks and two banks, and 
talking to the person across from you. Because you would get bored out 
of your mind, card after card after card, and have the most interesting 
conversations with whomever was on the other side. Whether it was a 
librarian from the school putting in some part time hours and learning 
about this...to somebody from a private college who was there, hearing 
about her experiences. It was just so much fun. We had a really good 
camaraderie going, and we were all working toward a common project, 
a common goal that brought so many different people from different 
libraries together... (7:12)  

Cataloging & Metadata

New Bibliographic Framework Model Proposed
Sara Ring, Minitex/DCME

In late November, the Library of Congress announced progress on their 
Bibliographic Framework Initiative.  You may recall hearing about this initiative 
back in Oct. 2011, when LC publicly announced their plan to work with a 
consultative group, Zepheira, and develop models and scenarios for the 
community to interact with.  This initiative grew from an LC working group 
report from 2008, which reported that MARC has supported the community 
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Washington, DC, for two days in October, and since 
then, we have all been investigating how past and 
future data might fit into the model.   After a follow-
up meeting in December, they have agreed to share 
the experience and results with the wider community 
with the expectation it will stimulate broader 
explorations.  The Library of Congress will be doing 
the same, on both counts.  

Cataloging & Metadata

RDA Notes
Mark K. Ehlert, Minitex/DCME

RDA Print Redux
So much for last month’s news.

In November’s “RDA Notes,” I mentioned that a revision 
to the print version of RDA would be released in 
December.  Soon after our Mailing’s publication, ALA’s 
James Hennelly clarified the release date in an RDA 
Toolkit blog post.

The RDA co-publishers are issuing the so-called “re-
worded” chapters of the new cataloging code over the 
course of several months.1 As a result, they pushed back 
RDA Print’s revision to June 2013.  The co-publishers 
also announced that they will be distributing update 
packets to RDA Print each year in June.

For more information on this, see the “RDA Print” and 
“Rewording” sections of Hennelly’s blog post:

http://www.rdatoolkit.org/blog/488

RDA Toolkit Updates
Along with a handful of minor tweaks, the Dec. 11 RDA 
Toolkit update brought this important refinement: 
the first of the “re-worded” chapters.  Four of them 
appeared this time around:

• Chapter 6 (Identifying Works and Expressions): 
instructions on creating headings for works (e.g., 
original titles) and expressions (e.g., translations, 
versions of the Bible) as well as authority records for 
works and expressions

• Chapter 9 (Identifying Persons): instructions on 
creating headings for persons as well as authority 
records for persons

• Chapter 10 (Identifying Families): instructions on 

1  For a review of what “re-wording” is, see p. 1-2 of the November 2012 
Mailing: http://z.umn.edu/b1w 

well in the pre-Internet environment, but something new 
is needed to implement the full range of data of interest 
to libraries.  In the latest November announcement, LC 
released a primer document that includes the following 
sections:

•	 Bibliographic Framework as a Linked Data Model (new 
BIBRAME model proposed here)

• Background on Linked Data

• Related Library Initiatives (e.g. at the British Library, 
OCLC WorldCat, Schema.org, RDA)

• Conclusion and Future Directions

The original Library of Congress announcement is included 
below, with a link to the primer document.  For staff 
attending ALA Midwinter, consider attending the Library 
of Congress BIBFRAME update session (Sunday, Jan. 27, 
2013, 10:30-noon, Convention Center, Rm. 304).  Visit the 
LC website to learn more about this initiative:

http://www.loc.gov/marc/transition

The Library of Congress is pleased to report that we 
have reached two important milestones with respect to 
our Bibliographic Framework Initiative: the introduction 
of a draft data model for web-based bibliographic 
description and a first meeting of a small group of 
early experimenters currently exploring the feasibility 
of the proposed model.  The new model is simply 
called BIBFRAME, short for Bibliographic Framework.

The model document is a high-level view of the 
BIBFRAME model—a primer.  Although the model is 
a draft and expected to change, we want to share 
it now with the community not only so that you are 
informed of progress being made but also to engender 
conversation and constructive feedback.   The URL for 
the document  Bibliographic Framework as a Web of 
Data: Linked Data Model and Supporting Services is:  

http://www.loc.gov/marc/transition/pdf/marcld-
report-11-21-2012.pdf

As the document states in its introduction, much 
remains to be done, but it is important to remember 
that this model, like MARC, must be able to 
accommodate any number of content models and 
specific implementations of the broader information 
community, but still enable data exchange between 
libraries.

Our second milestone was partnering with six 
organizations to join us in testing and experimenting 
with this new model.  We call these organizations the 
Early Experimenters and they are:  British Library, 
Deutsche Nationalbibliothek, George Washington 
University, National Library of Medicine, OCLC, and 
Princeton University—and of course LC.   We met in 

http://www.loc.gov/marc/transition/pdf/marcld-report-11-21-2012.pdf
http://www.loc.gov/marc/transition/pdf/marcld-report-11-21-2012.pdf
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University, Mankato, on Thursday, Jan. 17, 2013, from 8:30 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m.  This too is an introductory workshop 
with lecture and exercises, but one that will concentrate 
on the book format.  Though directed mainly at copy 
catalogers, a portion of the training will address original 
cataloging concerns.

Register for RDA: The Basics for Mankato (Books):

http://www.minitex.umn.edu/Training/Details.aspx?SessionID=446

A pre-recorded, getting-to-know-RDA video presentation 
will be made available to registrants about two weeks prior 
to the workshops.

Seating is limited, so sign up soon!  Registration ends on 
Thursday, January 10th.  

Digitization & Preservation

Minnesota Chosen for National 
Digital Library Project
The Minnesota Digital Library was chosen to be a key 
early contributor to the Digital Public Library of America 
(DPLA).  The groundbreaking project aims to make 
our nation’s collections of significance to the study of 
American life digital, searchable, and accessible to the 
public.  More information about the DPLA can be found on 
their website:

http://dp.la

With $2.8 million in funding, the DPLA will launch pilot 
projects in several states.  Minnesota and state libraries and 
regional digital library collaboratives in Georgia, Kentucky, 
Massachusetts, Oregon, South Carolina, and Utah will 
participate as “service” hubs in the pilot effort.

Ultimately, users of the DPLA will be able to search across 
a network of local collections, finding information on a 
topic – like the Civil War or the Great Depression – via 
database entries from throughout the country. Organizers 
will also test ways to engage communities in contributing 
content to the archives, whether through adding context 
and tags to digital records, or sharing photos or recordings 
to digitize and make accessible.

The Minnesota Digital Library will receive about $350,000 
in funding – $250,000 from the National Endowment 
for the Humanities (NEH) and $100,000 from the Knight 
Foundation. 

Funding will be used for:

creating headings for families as well as authority 
records for families

• Chapter 11 (Identifying Corporate Bodies): instructions 
on creating headings for corporate bodies (e.g., 
government agencies, bands, companies, ships) as well 
as authority records for corporate bodies

Future Toolkit updates will incorporate other revised 
chapters, including those with a stronger relationship to 
bibliographic records (RDA’s chapters 1-4).  A release 
schedule—somewhat aggressive, in my opinion, with its 
April 2013 end date—is available under the “Rewording” 
section of the blog post mentioned above.

I will point out, too, that the April 2013 update will see 
the outcomes of the recent Joint Steering Committee 
for Development of RDA meeting in Chicago.  This 
body, which manages the RDA text, approved various—
sometimes significant—changes to the cataloging 
guidelines, with some instructions being tweaked and 
others overhauled.  Many of these affect headings and 
authority records, but some will have influence over the 
bibliographic record’s body of the description.

In a way, RDA will be getting a fresh coat of paint next 
spring, though the underlying structure will remain the 
same.

A technical summary of these changes is available to those 
readers who are interested in the details:

http://www.rda-jsc.org/2012JSCmeetingoutcomes.html  

Cataloging & Metadata

RDA Training in Sioux Falls and 
Mankato
Mark K. Ehlert, Minitex/DCME

Mid-January will see Minitex staff traveling to South Dakota 
and southern Minnesota to offer on-site RDA training for 
area catalogers.

Augustana College (Sioux Falls, S.D.) is hosting an 
introductory workshop on Tuesday, Jan. 15, 2013, from 
9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.  The focus of this session will be on 
using RDA to copy catalog various popular formats, such 
as books, DVDs, and so forth.  Hands-on exercises will 
accompany the lecture.

Register for RDA: The Basics for Sioux Falls:

http://www.minitex.umn.edu/Training/Details.aspx?SessionID=441

Another session will take place at Minnesota State 
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• Digitizing existing special collections held by libraries, 
museums, and historical societies and organizations 
across Minnesota, making them searchable and 
accessible through the DPLA.

• Providing outreach and education to communities 
about the DPLA, including how to access its resources.

• Supporting the development of new, “born digital” 
content, such as oral histories from first-generation 
immigrants.

“We are very excited about this project,” said John 
Butler, Associate University Librarian at the University of 
Minnesota Libraries. “Not only will we be able to digitize 
existing local content and make it accessible across the 
country, but the grant will help empower communities to 
share their rich histories in new ways.”

Through the project Minnesota Reflections, the Minnesota 
Digital Library began digitizing content in 2004. Today, 
Minnesota Reflections contains over 120,000 images, 
maps, and documents from nearly 150 of the state’s 
libraries and cultural heritage organizations.

The seven pilot sites will provide direct services at the 
regional and local level, digitizing thousands of items at 
each hub location, sending trainers to teach staff how to 
categorize the digitized materials, and providing virtual 
storage space.

The Digital Public Library of America is scheduled to 
launch a prototype in April 2013 that will make millions of 
digital items freely available to the public. 

Contact
John Butler, Associate University Librarian
University of Minnesota Libraries, j-butl@umn.edu, 612- 
624-4362  

Digitization & Preservation

New Training:  Managing Digital 
Content Over Time
Sara Ring, Minitex/DCME

Minitex is pleased to offer a new online 
workshop, Managing Digital Content Over 
Time: An Introduction to Digital Preservation.   

Organizations of all kinds create and 
use a wide variety of digital resources in 
the course of business.  These resources 

represent each organization’s intellectual capital and, as 
such, have value and need to be carefully managed and 
preserved. While many of the traditional resources found 
in libraries, archives, museums, and other cultural heritage 
institutions—books, photographs, objects—can survive 
for years with no intervention, our digital content is much 
more fragile.  Managing it requires ongoing care and 
preservation activities to ensure continued access far into 
the future.  

This online training series—based on the Library of 
Congress Digital Preservation Outreach and Education 
(DPOE) Program—introduces fundamental concepts for 
managing your digital content over time through a series 
of six modules delivered in three sessions.

Session 1: Identify and Select
Feb. 6, 10:00 a.m. - noon, CST

Identify - what digital content do you have?
Select - what portion of that content is your responsibility 
to preserve?

Session 2: Store and Protect
Feb. 20, 10 a.m. - noon, CST

Store - what issues are there for long term storage?
Protect - what steps need to be taken to protect your 
digital content?

Session 3: Manage and Provide
March 6, 10 a.m. - noon

Manage - what provisions should be made for long term 
management?
Provide - what considerations are there for long-term 
access?

More detail about the content covered in each session 
can be found on the registration page.  Each module will 
be presented by a different library, archive or museum 
professional working in the Upper Midwest who has been 
certified as part of the DPOE National Trainer Network.

NOTE: Register by Friday, Feb. 1, 2013 to attend the full 
series.  Register for the full series in 3 sessions here:

http://www.minitex.umn.edu/Training/Details.aspx?SessionID=447

Audience
This introductory series is for staff of any library, archive, 
museum, or other organization concerned about the long 
term care of their digital resources. No previous knowledge 
about the topic of digital preservation is assumed.

mailto:j-butl%40umn.edu?subject=
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Prerequisites
There are no prerequisites to attend this series, but you will 
be asked to complete a short informational survey before 
you attend each online session and results will be shared 
with the group.

Instructors & Advisors
Frances Lloyd-Baynes, Minneapolis Institute of Arts
Sara Casper, South Dakota State Historical Society
Jennifer Fairall, North Dakota State University  
Stephanie Kom, North Dakota State Library
Sara Ring, Minitex 
Emily Pfotenhauer, Wisconsin Library Services
Carol Kussmann, Minnesota Historical Society/State 
Archives (Advisor)
Sarah Grimm, Wisconsin Historical Society (Advisor)

Individual Session Registration
While we encourage attendees to sign up for the complete 
series to receive a comprehensive introduction to the 
fundamental concepts that will help you manage your 
digital content over time, we recognize that staff may be 
at different stages of development. If you do not wish to 
sign up for the complete series, we can accommodate 
individual session registration:

Register for only Session 1: Identify and Select, Feb. 6

http://www.minitex.umn.edu/Training/Details.aspx?SessionID=448

Register for only Session 2: Store and Protect, Feb. 20

http://www.minitex.umn.edu/Training/Details.aspx?SessionID=449

Register for only Session 3: Manage and Provide, March 6

http://www.minitex.umn.edu/Training/Details.aspx?SessionID=450  

OCLC 

OCLC Publishes 2012 Annual Report
OCLC; edited

Have you received your copy of the OCLC Annual Report 
yet?  OCLC mailed a print copy to OCLC member libraries.  
Note that Minitex was listed as Number One on the “Top 
Ten Lenders” list on page 13 of the report with 58,675 
items loaned.  Below is a high level summary of OCLC and 
member activity over the past fiscal year, but you can read 
the report online here:

http://www.oclc.org/news/publications/annualreports/default.htm

In the report Jay Jordan, OCLC President and Chief 
Executive Officer, wrote that libraries continued their 
strong use of OCLC systems and services in fiscal 2012.  

Members of the OCLC cooperative used OCLC to:

• catalog 423.9 million items online and via batchload

• add 37.9 million new records to the WorldCat database

• arrange 9.2 million interlibrary loans

• perform 58 million end-user reference searches on the 
OCLC FirstSearch service

• perform 231.3 million click-throughs from partner sites 
on the Web to the WorldCat.org landing page

• add 21.7 million records to WorldCat for digital objects 
via the WorldCat Digital Collection Gateway

Jordan also noted that OCLC is generating new 
connections for libraries and their users by making the 
cooperative’s bibliographic records available through 
linked open data, which will provide a dramatic new level 
of access to library collections on the Web.  In addition, he 
said that the cooperative’s strategic initiative to build new 
Webscale management services with libraries continued 
to grow as 47 libraries were using these services in fiscal 
2012.  

OCLC 

OCLC ALA Midwinter Events
If you plan to attend ALA Midwinter in Seattle, check 
out the OCLC calendar of events.  Note especially the 
Americas Regional Council Annual Member meeting and 
the ever popular OCLC Symposium.  This particular event 
is recorded and will be made available at a later date.  Visit 
the following url to register for any of these events:

http://z.umn.edu/b2n

OCLC Americas Regional Council Annual 
Member Meeting and Symposium
Friday, Jan. 25, 11 a.m.-3 p.m.

Join OCLC members and guests for a meeting of the 
Americas Regional Council (ARC) of OCLC.  The meeting 
will feature updates on OCLC services, a Regional Council 
business meeting, and a symposium keynote, described 
below. 
  

The Implications and Opportunities of Big Data
Technically speaking, the term “Big Data” simply refers 
to data sets so large that they are unmanageable using 
traditional hardware and software.  This is a growing 
issue for many organizations because more data is 
being collected through automatic processes than ever 
before.  Data sets that overlap in new ways are also giving 
analysts a chance to do new work in fields as diverse as 
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meteorology, medicine, economics…even dating.  Big Data 
presents implications for everything from national security 
to education to advertising.  The OCLC symposium will 
provide a basic overview of Big Data and insights to how 
Big Data intersects the world of library and information 
services.  Keynote speaker Alistair Croll is the principal 
analyst at Bitcurrent, an executive at CloudOps, and 
an advisor to various technology venture firms.  An 
entrepreneur, author and public speaker for nearly 20 
years, Croll also has launched several conferences and 
early-stage companies since 2001, including Rednod, Year 
One Labs and the Bitnorth conference. 
   

Getting Ready for OCLC WorldShare Interlibrary 
Loan: Tools and Tips
Friday, Jan. 25, 1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.

This session will provide an overview of the new OCLC 
WorldShare Interlibrary Loan service, plus information 
to support WorldCat Resource Sharing users who will 
transition to the new service in March 2013.  
   

Dewey Update Breakfast and ALCTS Public 
Libraries Technical Services Interest Group
Saturday, Jan. 26, 7:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.

Learn what’s new with Dewey, including DDC 23, 
WebDewey 2.0, and Abridged 15, and share ideas and 
notes with your ALCTS Public Libraries Technical Services 
Interest Group colleagues during this combined meeting.

The Revolution Continues: WorldShare 
Management Services and New Applications
Saturday, Jan. 26, 8:30 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.

Since their introduction 2+ years ago, OCLC WorldShare 
Management Services have provided an integrated 
approach for libraries to manage their collections, share 
resources, and innovate.  The success continues with 
new applications, plus more opportunities for libraries to 
benefit from new partnerships with information providers. 
   

OCLC Linked Data Roundtable
Saturday, Jan. 26, 10:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

Richard Wallis, OCLC Technology Evangelist, and Ted Fons, 
Executive Director of OCLC Data Services, will host a panel 
discussion of experts in this emerging community who are 
working with interesting projects using library linked data.  
The event will focus on the practical application of, and 
potential for, linked data in the library domain.  

Collection Analytics: Using Data to Drive 
Decisions
Saturday, Jan. 26, 1:00 p.m - 2:30 p.m.

Library collections represent significant investments. 
Detailed information about their composition and use is 
key to assuring a return on those investments. Rick Lugg 
of Sustainable Collection Services (SCS) will illustrate the 
power of WorldCat data in making effective decisions 
about deselection and shared print. Kathryn Harnish, OCLC 
Senior Product Manager, will describe OCLC’s strategy 
for curating, exposing, and optimizing WorldCat data for 
analytics.

OCLC Update Breakfast
Sunday, Jan. 27, 7:30 a.m. - 8:30 a.m.

Join OCLC and your colleagues for breakfast and hear 
an update on OCLC activities from Jay Jordan, President 
and CEO. Then, share a roundtable conversation with 
colleagues who share your interests, hosted by OCLC staff. 
   

The Future of OCLC Cataloging, Interlibrary 
Loan and Discovery at Webscale
Sunday, Jan. 27, 10:30 a.m. -11:30 a.m.

Learn about the future of OCLC’s cataloging, interlibrary 
loan and discovery services. Topics will include: new 
tools for a complete metadata management solution for 
licensed, digital and print resources; a new interlibrary loan 
service that will transform traditional ILL with a broader 
set of fulfillment options; and how expert search features 
will enhance a compelling staff and user search experience. 

Goodreads Library Program
Sunday, Jan. 27, 10:30 a.m.  – 11:30 am

Join your colleagues for a discussion on the OCLC 
Goodreads partnership.  You’ll hear what your library can 
do on Goodreads to increase your visibility to this highly 
engaged group of readers. You’ll also be able to give 
feedback to Goodreads and OCLC representatives at this 
session on what works best and what you’d like to see 
next.
   

Share Your Digitized Special Collections on the 
Web and via WorldCat with CONTENTdm
Sunday, Jan. 27, 1:00 p.m. – 2:30 p.m.

Your special collections are unique—from historic 
documents and photos to audio/video. To give them the 
visibility they deserve, learn how you can catalog digitized 
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special collections, and then, easily load both the digital 
items and related metadata to your own customized 
website (no programming skills required!), using OCLC’s 
CONTENTdm.  Plus, to make your collections even more 
discoverable, add them to WorldCat using the WorldCat 
Digital Collection Gateway.

OCLC Resource Sharing and ILLiad Users Group
Sunday, Jan. 27, 4:30 p.m. – 5:30 p.m.

WorldCat Resource Sharing and ILLiad users are invited 
to learn about recent and upcoming enhancements, and 
plans for the 2013 release of the new OCLC WorldShare 
Interlibrary Loan service. 

Creating Cataloging Efficiencies: Managing 
E-books Metadata
Monday, Jan. 28, 10:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.

Are you looking for efficient ways to manage metadata 
for your e-book collections and improve user access 
to these collections? Join OCLC member librarians to 

discuss how to manage your e-book metadata at the 
collection level. Also learn more about OCLC’s service that 
ensures continuous updating of collections metadata and 
access URLs. Your users get better access and you get 
streamlined workflows.

OCLC Research Update
Monday, Jan. 28, 10:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.

Hear highlights of recent work by OCLC Research, 
including two short presentations.  Lynn Silipigni 
Connaway, PhD, Senior Research Scientist, will discuss 
the common themes from findings of 12 studies published 
in the UK and US between 2005–2010 on information-
seeking behavior. This research helps provide a better 
understanding of motivations of students and scholars for 
engaging in the information environment, which can help 
librarians create services that will be used and provide 
good value. Roy Tennant, Senior Program Officer, will 
speak on linked data, which provides a framework for 
computers to recognize and act on references to works, 
people, places and things in efficient ways—and on OCLC’s 
work in the linked data field.  

mailto:mino%40umn.edu?subject=
mailto:mino%40umn.edu?subject=
mailto:ConCats%40umn.edu?subject=
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This calendar primarily lists events scheduled by 
Minitex, although other events are included. This is an 
informational posting only, registration materials are sent 

separately.  If you would like your event included in the 
calendar, please call Kay Kirscht at 612-624-3532.

MINITEX CALENDAR
Training, Meetings, and Conferences

JANUARY 

 1 
New Year’s Day
Minitex Closed

 11 
CatExpress: Copy Cataloging with CatExpress
1:00 p.m. – 2:30 p.m., CST
DCME / OCLC Online Training Session
http://www.minitex.umn.edu/Training/Details.aspx?SessionID=244

 16 
Connexion Client Module 05: Automation and 
Customization
1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m., CST
DCME / OCLC Online Training Session
http://www.minitex.umn.edu/Training/Details.aspx?SessionID=443
 

FEBRUARY 

 6 
Managing Digital Content Over Time Session 1: Identify 
and Select
10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m., CST
DCME Online Training Session
https://www.minitex.umn.edu/Training/Details.aspx?SessionID=448

 11 
CatExpress: Copy Cataloging with CatExpress
1:00 p.m. – 2:30 p.m., CST
DCME / OCLC Online Training Session
http://www.minitex.umn.edu/Training/Details.aspx?SessionID=244

 20 
Managing Digital Content Over Time Session 2: Store and 
Protect
10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m., CST
DCME Online Training Session
https://www.minitex.umn.edu/Training/Details.aspx?SessionID=449

MARCH

 6 
Managing Digital Content Over Time Session 3: Manage 
and Provide
10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m., CST
DCME Online Training Session
https://www.minitex.umn.edu/Training/Details.aspx?SessionID=450
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