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A work session of the Board of Regents was held on Thursday, November 13, 2003, at 10:45 a.m. in the East
Committee Room, 600 McNamara Alumni Center. 

Regents present: David Metzen, presiding; Clyde Allen, Anthony Baraga, Peter Bell, Frank Berman, Dallas

Bohnsack, John Frobenius, William Hogan, Richard McNamara, David Metzen, Lakeesha Ransom, and Patricia

Simmons

Staff present: President Robert Bruininks and Executive Director Ann Cieslak.

Chair Metzen called the work session to order and indicated that the purpose of the session was to discuss and

provide input on the draft document Guiding Principles for the Possible Development of an On-Campus

Stadium.

President Bruininks provided brief remarks citing reasons that he believes the University should explore the
construction of a Gopher-only football stadium on campus at this time. He reported that in 2002 the University

and the Minnesota Vikings completed a study of a joint Gopher-Vikings football stadium on campus. Through

that study, both parties concluded that such a project did not meet their needs. However, through the study, the

University learned that there is significant support for an on-campus stadium. Compiled with other factors,

including issues relating to leasing the Metrodome, the President believes the time is right for the University to

explore construction of a stadium on campus. He reported that the University is currently conducting a privately-
funded study to determine the feasibility of building a stadium on the Minneapolis campus and is working with a
consulting team to determine the type of stadium, costs to construct and operate, revenue potential, and other

uses for an on-campus, Gopher-only stadium. 

To guide the planning, the administration developed a number of guiding principles that the President presented

for Board members’ comments and advice. The principles, contained in the docket materials, address six areas:

1) University mission; 2) financial strategy; 3) University and neighborhood community; 4) governance and

management; 5) student experience and intercollegiate athletics; and 6) project development. 

The Board engaged in a lengthy discussion regarding the language for each of the six proposed principles. Board

members made the following points:

• the stadium will be multipurpose and the principles should refer to a “University-only” stadium instead of a
Gopher-only stadium;

• the University must declare a substantial goal for private fundraising



• any additional funding required that is not private shall not be taken from academic funding;

• the University should remain flexible to receive public funds;

• the University should acknowledge its role within the state of Minnesota and as part of a greater sports market

arena; 

• the University should learn from other entities who have undertaken recent stadium projects; and 

• the University should try to accommodate its neighbors.

Jacob Elo, Chair of the Student Representatives addressed the Board indicating that students will be comfortable

with these proposed draft principles. In general, students are concerned that the academic mission of the

University be preserved, that parking needs for students are addressed, and that students will play a visible role

in the stadium. 

The administration will incorporate the comments from the Board in a final version of the principles that will be on
file in the Board office. 

The work session adjourned at 11:46 a.m.
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