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Mountain People Frotn Laos 
Build Conununity in 
by Maureen Smith 

In the war in southeast Asia, 
they fought on the losing side. 
Fearing for their lives when the 
war was over, they fled from 
their villages in the mountains 
of Laos, swam across the Me~ 
kong River, and landed in refu~ 
gee camps in Thailand. Now 
more than 2,000 of them are in 
Minnesota, most of them in a 
growing community in St. Paul. 

They call themselves Hmong, 
pronounced mung. The Chinese 
call them Miao, the Vietnamese 
call them Meo, and it was as 
Meo that they were occasionally 
mentioned in American newspa
pers during the fighting in Laos. 
But they like the name Hmong, 
which means free. 

American life has not been easy 
for the Hmong. Catching buses, 
shopping in supermarkets, and 
working in factories or living on 
welfare are alien experiences for 
a traditional tribal people who 
came from small independent 
villages, worked mostly out of 
doors, and usually had little 
prior exposure to English. 

But most of them are glad to be 
here. "I'm pretty lucky I came to 
Minnesota," said Phay Vang, 
who is now working in the bud
get office in the College of 
Liberal Arts (CLA). "A bam in 
this country is better than a 
camp in Thailand," said Shoua 
Vang, a caseworker at the Inter
national Institute of Minnesota. 

"The Hmong are amazing for 
their lack of expressed bitter
ness, although they do have 
emotional and physical prob
lems," said Timothy Dunnigan, 
associate professor of American 
Indian studies, who has worked 
with them and studied their cul
ture. "They are very open and 
trusting toward Americans." 

"They are very pleasant people 
to work with, quite easy to get 
acquainted with," said Bruce 
Downing, chairman of the lin
guistics department, who has 
worked with students in trying 
to develop effective ways of 
teaching English to the Hmong. 
Last summer Downing and his 

Hmong mother and daughter 

wife gathered some clothing and 
garden tools for a group of 
Hmong people, and he observed 
that the Hmong were happiest 
when they could offer something 
in return, even if it was simply a 
soft drink. 

Helping the Hmong 

Because the needs of the Hmong 
are great, because their culture 
is fascinating to scholars and 
students, and because their 
community in St. Paul is one of 
the largest in the United States, 
a number of University people 
have been working with them. 

Dunnigan, Downing, and Glenn 
Hendricks of Student Life Stud
ies led a class on the Hmong last 
spring. Offered through the Of
fice of Special Learning Oppor
tunities (OSLO), the class gave 
students a chance to learn about 
another culture and provide ser
vices to the Hmong at the same 
time. 

"We worked with the agencies," 
Downing said. "We couldn't just 
send someone out to knock on 
doors and say, 'I'm interested in 
helping you people.' We placed 
students in .already existing pro
grams. As much as learning 
about the Hmong people, they 
learned how these things are set 
up. They kept asking, 'Isn't 
there anyone who's in charge of 
the whole thing?' " 

Government assistance to the 
refugees is being channeled 
through the established public 
welfare system. Private agencies 
are also making a major effort to 
help the Hmong-the Interna
tional Institute, Lutheran Social 
Services, Catholic Charities. 

Students in the OSLO class 
worked with some of these 
agencies and also with the 
Hmong Association. "We 
weren't coming in like gang 
busters," Hendricks said. "We 
were assisting the Hmong, let
ting them define the problems." 

At least one University staff 
member is sponsoring-a Hmong 



family. Mary Bilek, assistant to 
the dean in CLA, remembers 
meeting them at the airport on a 
cold winter day. "They arrived 
in their short-sleeved shirts, 
with bare legs and rubber san
dals. They carried everything 
they had in a little box not much 
bigger than a shoebox." 

The family of thre~a young 
man and woman and a baby
stayed with Bilek and her hus-

Timothy Dunnigan 

band and children for a month 
before moving to an apartment. 

Bilek has continued to help the 
family, and she said they are 
"rapidly adjusting to this life, 
but they still have a long way 
to go." 

Except for the Hmong people 
who are staff members or stu
dents, the person at the Univer
sity who knows the Hmong best 
may be Joseph Westermeyer, as
sociate professor of psychiatry, 
who was in Laos from 1965 to 
1967 as a physician in the public 
health division of the Agency for 
International Development and 
returned six or seven times be
tween 1970 and 1975 to do re
search on opium addiction and 
mental illness among the Hmong 
and other ethnic groups in Laos. 
Westermeyer and his wife have 
a Hmong foster daughter, now 
in her thirties. 

Every Thursday Westermeyer 
holds a clinic for Hmong people 
who are suffering from depres
sion. His knowledge of the 
Hm.ong language is limited-
" certainly not enough to do 
careful psychological assessment 
or psychotherapy" -but he does 
what he can. Mayka Bouafeuly, 
a Hmong woman, works with 
him as an interpreter, and she 
has also been visiting Hmong 

families to ask them about their 
health needs and other prob
lems. 

Broken families 

What has been devastating for 
'the Hmong has been the separa
tion from family members-and 
the Hmong define a family more 
broadly than the American gov-

Bruce Downing 

ernment does. In working with 
the Hmong and other refugees, 
American officials have tended 
to keep nuclear familie~ togeth
er-husbands, wives, and chil
dren-but to allow extended 
families to be scattered. 

"The w~ the Hmong were 
moved fiagmented their most 
important resource, the extended 
family and the clan," Wester
meyer said. "I've seen marriages 
that were working well for years 
within the clan network and 
support system, and now with 
that fabric being destroyed there 
is an increase in marriage 
problems." 

For the Hmong, Dunnigan said, 
"the attachment to parents is 
very strong, and also to siblings 
and what we would call aunts 
and uncles and cousins." When 
important family members are 
left beh!nd in refugee camps or 
sent to other parts of the United 
States, he said, the Hmqng "feel 
as if parts of their body have 
been cut away." 

All the Hmong lost relatives in 
the war and its aftermath, but 
they are doing what they can to 
be reunited with surviving fam
ily members. They have been 
pleading their case to get family 
members out of the camps
Dunnigan and a graduate stu
dent recently helped a group of 
them write letters to President 
Carter-and they have been 
moving from state to state to re
join their relatives. 

It has been in this process of 
secondary migration that the 
Hmong community in St. Paul 
has grown. St. Paul now has the 
second largest concentration of 
Hmong in the country. Santa'· 
Ana, California, is first with 
about 4,000 or 5,000 Hmong, 
and Missoula, Montana, is third. 
Yang Pao, who was general of 
the Hmong army in Laos, now 
divides his time between Santa 
Ana and Missoula and is still a 
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national leader for the Hmong. 

Westermeyer said that some of 
the emotional problems of the 
Hmong have been eased as fam
ilies have been reunited. "There 
were marriage problems that I 
felt at wit's end to help with, 
and now as more people have 
moved in, some of those mar
riages have stopped needing my 
services. The people's lives im
prove as more of the clan 
arrives." 

Family breakups have tradition
ally been rare among the Hmong, 
Bouafeuly said. "We fight, but 
we expect the old people to help 
us work things out." Now, she 
said, dan members are filling 
the gap for people who are sepa
rated from their actual relatives. 
If people find out that their 
neighbors are from the same 
clan, even if they never knew 
them before, "they can go to 
them and talk about their prob
lems. If people don't have their 
grandfather or grandmother or 
mother-in-law, they get together 
with members of their clan and 
become a family." 

There are about 20 clans in all 
Hmong society. In the United 
States the people have taken 
their clan names as last names. 
Yang is the name of the dan 
that is most common in 
Minnesota. 

The dan system in traditional 
Hmong society is patrilineal, 
which means that at birth a 
child becomes a member of the 
father's dan. The basic social 
unit is the household or patrilin
eal extended family, which in
cludes not only those who live 
under one roof but all those un
der the authority of the house
hold head: a man's unmarried 

daughters, his sons and their 
wives and children, perhaps his 
sons' sons' children, and any 
feeble or otherwise dependent 
relatives. When a woman mar
ries, she becomes a member of 
her husband's extended family. 

Some of the customs are chang
ing, but Dunnigan and Tou Fu 
Yang in a paper on marriage rit
uals have predicted that the pa
trilineal clan and its system of 
family alliances "will be a fea
ture of the Hmong culture in ur
ban America for at least several 
generations." 

Fallen elders 

Elders are revered in Hmong so
ciety, and here, too, American 
values and Hmong values have 
collided. Dunnigan said one of 
the tragedies for the Hmong has 
been that American policy has 
often prevented the immigration 
of old peopl~the very people 

§ regarded as most valuable by the 
.Z Hmong. In deciding which peo
g ple to bring out of the camps, 
f- American officials have tended 

to prefer those who are young 
and vigorous and employable. 

Even if the old people are not 
economically productive, Dunni
gan said, they play an essential 
role for the Hmong. "But the 
Hmong are a resilient and 
innovative people. They are us
ing the few older people they 
have, and they have pushed 
younger people into these roles, 
prematurely taking on these 
responsibilities." 

For the old people who do make 
it to this country, Westermeyer 
said, life in America can be a 
painful comedown. "In the past, 
age brought with it wisdom. 
Now the old people are being 
asked to do janitor work. They 
faced malaria and tigers in Laos, 
they've been through the war, 
they've been through the refu
gee camps, they've survived all 
that, led their families through, 
and when they get here to 
the promised land they are 
demoted. 

"And maybe it has to be that 
way. The old people's predic
tions don't necessarily come true 
any more. The old wisdom is no 
longer wise." 

A new generation of leaders is 
emergiryg among the Hmong, 
Westermeyer said. "There is a 
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core of young Hmong, mostly 
under 30, who are literate and 
were educated outside the 
Hmong community. Now these 
people are becoming the leaders. 
They're kind of leaping ahead, 
taking the place of the patriarchs 
and matriarchs." 

One of the good things that 
happened during the war years, 
Dunnigan said, was that for the 
first time "some of the young 
men and even young women 
started t.o have the opportunity 
to go to school, and those who 
did well on competitive tests 
even had the opportunity to go 
to college, and a few studied 
overseas. Now these people are 
much relied on, and they are 
staying closely allied with their 
community." 

One problem that has kept some 
Hmong elders in the refugee 
camps is opium addiction. 
Opium poppies were an impor
tant cash crop for the Hmong in 
Laos. Although they grew the 
poppies, Westermeyer said, 
most of the Hmong did not use 
opium. "They wouldn't have 
anything to do with it, even 
when they were severely ill. By 
the same token, they grew it and 
had a lot of access to it, and 
there was a fairly high rate of 
addiction, maybe as high as 9 or 
10 percent." 

Yang See Koumarn, a Hmong 
who wrote a paper for the Na
tional Indochinese Clearing
house, said the use of opium 
among healthy young people 
was considered disgraceful by 
the Hmong, but opium was 
used as a painkiller among the 
elderly. 

"The American government has 
a policy of being very harsh on 
opium addiction, even though 
the addiction of many of these 
old men is probably no greater 
than that of a G~rman farmer in 
Minnesota who has a few beers 
a day," Westermeyer said. 

"We have a policy that splits up 
families based on our stereo
types. Some families won't leave 
the refugee camps if they have 
to abandon a patriarch who is 
on the pipe. Others do come to 
escape the camps-their women 
are being raped, their children 
e~posed to social ills-but they 
are faced with the guilt of hav
ing abandoned a significant 
member of the family." 

Learning the language 

Except for the handful of young 
people who were educated out
side the community, most of the 
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Hmong are illiterate even in 
their own language, and learn
ing English is a difficult chal
lenge for them. The Hmong 
language and English are quite 
dissimilar. 

(It was only 25 years ago that 
two Christian missionaries de
veloped a written form of the 
Hmong language. One of them, 
William Smalley, is now on the 
faculty at Bethel College in St. 
Paul and was a guest speaker in 
the OSLO class last spring.) 

Hmong is a difficult language 
for English speakers to learn, 
Downing said. It is a tonal lan
guage: words that are identical 
except for different intonation 
have different meanings. Simi
larly, he said, English is difficult 
for speakers of Hmong. 

All words in Hmong are one
syllable words, and except for 
the nasal sound represented in 
the word Hmong itself, there are 
no final consonants. "When the 
Hmong learn English, they tend 
not to even hear the consonants 
we put after vowels, and it's 
hard for them to put two conso
nants together. They might be 
able to say dog but not dogs. It 
isn't that they can't understand 
the plural, but that they can't 
say the sounds. There are im
portant grammatical differences, 
too," Downing said. 

Until they do learn English, 
most of the Hmong are isolated 
and unemployable in American 
society. Westermeyer said he 
has seen people who are going 
to language classes two or three 
hours a day, and "after two or 
three years they're not picking 
up English, and they don't have 
any American friends. The ones 
I see are so depressed that they 
can't srudy. Once they get some 
English they can go and try to 
find a job, but until then they 
are despondent." 

Because English is so difficult 
for most of the Hmong, those 
who are bilingual carry a heavy 
burden. Phay Vang, for exam
ple, lives in Minneapolis, and 
among the 33 or more Hmong 
families in Minneapolis he is 
"the one who speaks English a 
little bit better than the others." 
After working eight hours a day 
at his job in CLA, he goes home 
to find people knocking on his 
door at all hours of the evening 
and night. Someone needs a let
ter translated, someone else 
needs help looking for an 
apartment. 

Vang isn't complaining-he 
keeps saying "I'm one of the 

lucky ones"-but the responsi
bility can be overwhelming. He 
has been asking his coworkers at 
the University if they know of 
any simple books about Ameri
can life or any books that sum
marize what is legal and illegal 
so that he could use them in 
teaching classes for his people in 
the evening. 

Dunnigan said he knows a few 
bilingual Hmong students who 

are "exceptionally brilliant and 
are undertaking a difficult 
course of study-maybe to be
come chemical engineers-and 
it's hard for them to set aside 
time for themselves and their 
families when there are so many 
immediate problems of Hmong 
survival that they have to help 
with. It's hard, but if anyone 
can do it, I think they can." 

Whose war was it? 

Dunnigan and Westermeyer 
have different views of the role 
of the Hrnong in the war in In
dochina. On two points there is 

no debate--most of the Hmong 
fought on the American side, 
and they fought magnificently. 
The question is whether they 
joined the fighting for their own 
reasons or were used and be
trayed by the U.S. Special Forces 
and the Central Intelligence 
Agency (CIA). 

"We seduced them to fight for 
us, we armed them, we prom
ised them that we would never 
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abandon them-and these were 
not tacit assurances--we made 
some very explicit promises and 
we went back on them entirely," 
Dunnigan said. 

"They were our best allies, oper
ating in a clandestine fashion, 
and their story was never really 
told. They died by the thou
sands. There were war dis
patches about the fighting on 
the Plain of Jars--but it wasn't 
the royal Laotian army fighting 
insurgents, it was the Hl!long 
fighting Vietnamese. 

"Everybody knows that we were 
fighting in Vietnam, and that we 
made a temporary incursion into 
Cambodia, but God knows we 
had nothing to do with Laos
there the fighting was among 

Laotian groups," Dunnigan said 
ironically. "It was all a clandes
tine operation, and that has put 
the Hmong at a terrible disad
vantage. Even their association 
with certain elements of our 
government has possibly worked 
against them. They're very 
open about it, they make no 
apologies." 

With equcil eloquence, Wester
meyer presented another view. 

"The Hmong have been attacked 
and oppressed by lowlanders for 
centuries. The Vietnamese have 
always been trying to wipe them 
out, the precommunist Chinese, 
the Lao, the Thai. There has 
been constant fighting between 
uplanders and lowlanders. The 
French were the first to recog
nize that, and they allied them
selve.s with the Hmong. For the 
Hmong it wasn't a fear of com
munism so much as a fear of be
ing wiped out by lowlanders. 

"They joined hands with us be
cause it's better to fight the 
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Vietnamese with a gun that 
shoots bullets than with a cross
bow that shoots arrows. To talk 
as if some sleazy CIA guy got 
them to sign their birthright 
away in defense of the American 
flag is baloney. For Americans to 
think we're so strong or so 
clever or so marvelous that the 
Hmong would throw themselves 
in with us has got to be the 
most crazy notion I've ever 
heard in my life. 

"The Hmong aren't so naive 
-they're bright people--and 
that kind of thinking is an insult 
to them. They've had political li
aisons before. Betrayed? What 
does that mean? They lost, and 
we lost." 

Dying in the camps 

Some of the Hmong have been 
afraid that their people are also 
losing in the race to be rescued 
from the refugee camps in time. 
"There are many thousands who 
went to Thailand in 1975 and 
who are still sitting in the 
camps," said Leng Vang, a 
Hmong leader who is an out
reach worker for Lutheran Social 
Services. "Children are growing 
up without proper education, 
without medical care. Many of 
them have died." 

"Boat people" escaping from 
Vietnam were given priority 
over land refugees for a while, 
but Ken Truitner of the Interna
tional Institute said that there 
has recently been "quite a bit of 
movement in some of the 
camps." 

"The State Department seems to 
respond to pressure," Truitner 
said. "When Thailand is saying 
'you've got to move people out 
or there will be trouble,' we 
move them. When Malaysia is 
saying 'you'll have to do some
thing or we'll send boats out to 
sea,' we do something. It keeps 
jumping back and forth. 

"What the State Department is 
§ really doing is saving lives. If 
& 
E people are going to be pushed 
{!. across the Mekong River into 

Laos and be shot-which has 
happened-then we'll take them. 
The United States is committed 
now, not just for humanitarian 
reasons but as a necessity on the 
international level." 

Refugees from the camps are 
now arriving, Truitner said. 
"We've had quite a few Cambo
dians, Lao, and Hmong in the 
last three months." Sponsors for 
new arrivals are urgently need
ed, Leng Vang said. "We need 
more help." 

Rescue for the refugees can't 
come too soon, Dunnigan said. 
"The people in the camps have 
been dying slowly for a long 



time. They're desperate now. 
These people have to make it 
now or they will be dead-they 
will be on their feet and breath
ing, but they will be dead." 

Chinese Alumni Toast V' 

Preserving the culture 

Wherever they have lived, the 
Hmong have been in the minor
ity, and they have learned to 
make accommodations. In 
America they know that they 
must change some of their ways. 
Some customs have already 

Although most of them studied 
at the University of Minnesota 
more than 30 years ago, alumni 
in the People's Republic of 
China had never gathered 
before. 

Last fall they met in Peking
some of them traveling more 
than 1,000 miles for the occa
sion-to have dinner with a del
egation from the University that 
was visiting China to set up an 
educational exchange agreement. 

Wenda Moore, chairman of the 
Board of Regents, led the 12-
member delegation. Moore 
called the meeting "a very mov
ing, very emotional evening." 

"After all these years, they had 
not lost their affection for the 
University," Moore said of the 
42 Chinese alumni who attended 
the dinner. "You can't really ap
preciate how difficult it must 
have been for them to have to 
ignore any foreign connection 

,., and now to be able to stand up 
~ and talk with pride about 

Phay Vang 

changed because of the teach
ings of the Christian faith, 
which about half of the Hmong 
in the United States have 
embraced . 

In September the Hmong held -a 
national conference in St. Paul to 
discuss which of their customs 
to change, and a report is being 
prepared for distribution to 
Hmong people throughout the 
United States. "We are planning 
ahead instead of waiting until 
we run into troubles," Leng 
Vang said. 

"Back home there was a bride 
price," he said. " Here of course 
there is no bride price. We 
know that .in the United States 
there are equal rights for all. We 
have to treat people equally, not 
like back home where the men 
have more power. We have to 
study it, iron it out." 

But even as they are making 
changes, the Hmong are work
ing to preserve as much of their 
culture as they can- to continue 
what can be continued, and to 
record what is lost. 

"One of the most interesting 
things about the Hmong is that 
they are so involved in commu
nicating with others about their 
experience," Dunnigan said. 
"They have a fantastic oral tradi
tion, poems about their origins 
and the common experience of 
their people, and right now they 
are prolific creators of poems 
and ballads about the refugee 
experience. They want to record 
and record and record, preserve 
in any way they can." 

g their fond memories of the 
t- University." 

Those memories are of a campus 
that no longer exists as they re
member it, but Moore promised 
to send slides so they can see 
what it looks like now. Many 
members of the delegation 
brought back letters and pictures 
to be delivered to friends of the 
Chinese alumni. 

Lun-chi Hu, a professor of eco
nomic geology who was unable 
to attend the dinner, sent a letter 
that said, "We still think of our 
alma mater very much. Would 
you please remember us to all 
the professors and students 
when you return to the campus 
of the University of Minnesota." 

Ding-lai Tao, a 1948 graduate of 
the University and now director 
of the Academy of Agricultural 
Engineering in Peking, also sent 
a letter that said, "To meet the 
delegation of our mother uni
versity, the University of Min
nesota, is of course a great 
pleasure to all of us." 

For 32 years, Ding said, it was 
impossible to communicate with 
the University because of politi
cal differences between the 
United States and China, " but I 
believe none of us had forgotten 
the education and training we 
received while we were in the 
University." Nor had they for
gotten "the Twin Cities, the 
Mississippi River, and the tram 
car between the campuses." 

Regent Wenda Moore with Lun-chi Hu, professor of economic 
geology and University alumnus 

"It is a pleasure to tell Mrs. 
Moore and all other members of 
the delegation that we graduates 
have been doing well through 
the years," Ding wrote. "Some 
of us are now professors in 
universities. Some are well
known scientists in various 
fields in research institutes." 
Ding said that the M'innesota 
graduates had made significant 
contributions to the "reconstruc
tion of our new country" and 
that the University has a good 
reputation in China. 

He noted that the period during 
which communication was im
possible was a long one. "You 
can see that most of us have be
come old and with white hairs 
or without hairs at all. " 

On ~half of the Minnesota 
graduates in China, Ding pro
posed a toast: 

"for the success of the mission 
of the delegation in China, 

"for the cooperation between 
the University of Minnesota and 
the colleges and universities and 
research institutes in China, 

" for the activities of Univer
sity of Minnesota alumni in 
China, and 

" for the health of the Hon
orable Mrs. Moore and all the 
members of the delegation." 

Hats Off 
Academic leaders aren't the 
only ones who are going to 
China these days. 

A group of alumni visited 
the People's Republic in 
September, and at about the 
same time Harvey Mackay, 
a 1954 graduate of the Uni
versity, led a delegation of 
Minnesota businessmen to 
talk to their Chinese 
counterparts. 

As groundwork for the trip, 
Mackay studied the Chinese 
language with Tsung Shun 
Na, assistant professor of 
East Asian languages, dur
ing the summer. 

His preparation paid off. At 
a dinner at the famed Pe
king Duck restaurant, 
Mackay "astonished the 
Chinese guests . .. when he 
delivered a five-minute 
speech in passable Chi
nese," according to a United 
Press International account 
of the event. 

Later Mackay led the Min
nesota businessmen in an 
"off-key" rendition of 
"Minnesota, hats off to 
thee." 
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Playwright Looks for ~Trouble' 
To Make His Mark Off Broadway 
by William Hoffman 

We have been moving toward 
the present emergency for a long 
time-for 5 billion years, says 
the American President in Paul 
D'Andrea's play The Trouble 
With Europe. 

What emergency? Europe is 
winding down. It is running out 
of physical and spiritual ener
gy-its holy buildings are emp
ty- and something must be 
done quickly to save it. The fu
ture of Western civilization is at 
stake. 

The best people are called up for 
the job: Inspector Jogot, a 
French criminal detective whose 
forte is "abstract thought," and 
Wilbur Tilbury, an American 
cowboy and truck driver whose 
special interest is "a little of this 
and a little of that," which 
translates as violence. Their task 
is simply to save us from the 
underworld demons of power, 
lust, and ideology, in six days. 

D'Andrea, an associate professor 
of humanities, has been writing 
plays for a decade or so, with 
some success. But he considers 
The Trouble With Europe a real 
breakthrough. And well he 
should . 

A Phoenix Theatre production of 
D'Andrea's play opens Off 
Broadway in January. In March, 
the Kennedy Center in Wash
ington, D.C., will include 
D'Andrea's play in a series of 
readings. And the play was one 
of those nominated by the 
American Theater Critics Associ
ation for best play of 1978-79. 

Getting this far was no breeze 
for D'Andrea. "It was an awful 
lot of work to bring the play to 
the attention of the right peo
ple," he said. "You have to keep 
in mind that I'm in the acad
emy. I'm not hobnobbing with 
the theater people in New 
York." 

Once he got the attention of the 
right people, however, things 
started happening. The Trouble 
With Europe was one of just four 
mainstage plays performed early 
last year at the Mark Taper Fo
rum in Los Angeles, and it was 
the or;lly one that had never 
been done anywhere before. The 
Mark Taper Forum is a sort of 
launching pad for promising 
dramatic works. D'Andrea's play 
was given a big lift when Phoe
nix director Daniel Freudenberg 

Paul D'Andrea 

saw it, liked it, and bought it for 
the theater's new season. He'll 
direct it himself. 

D'Andrea wrote the play while 
he was living in Germany in 
1975. His wife translated it into 
German. German director Rudolf 
Noelte read and liked the play 
and encouraged D'Andrea to 
have it produced. So D'Andrea 
sent it to Peggy Ramsey, a 
prominent London agent, who 
recommended it to American di
rector Alan Schneider. 

"Schneider loved it," D'Andrea 
said. "He helped me hand it 
around-with his letter at
tached." Schneider has directed 
Broadway plays by such notable 
playwrights as Samuel Beckett, 
Edward Albee, and Harold Pin
ter. "He wanted to direct the Ta
per production himself, but he 
discovered he had a scheduling 
conflict." 

The fate of The Trouble With Eu
rope rests largely on the opin
ions of New York critics . " It is 
very important what the theater 
critics think," D'Andrea said. "It 
could get blasted out of the wa
ter." He said that there are 
plenty of risks in the busi
ness--money, professional repu
tations, the future of a theater 
itself. "When a theater like the 
Phoenix does only four or five 
plays a season, it can't afford 
many failures." 

To guard against failure, new 
plays are revised at every stage, 
from the workshop early on to 
the commercial production-if 
they make it that far. For in
stance, D'Andrea's play has 
been revised five times, and 
currently he is working on the 
sixth revision, honing and tight
ening it at the advice of theater 
professionals. 

"I believe in solving problems 
while learning. I am not a mas
ter," D'Andrea said. It is one 
thing to write a play, it is 
another to see it performed. The 
need for change sometimes is 
apparent after it is run through a 
dramatic medium. "But even the 
slightest change in the script can 
vibrate the whole web," he said. 
"It's more like a musical com
position in this respect. So re
vising a play will take all the 
time the writer can give it." 

Drama is "an awesome me
dium because it's social," 



lie. There is nalhing to augest 
that King Lear ~ ~ 
pened, that such a king exiated 
and suffered that particular am. 
fortune in that particular way. 
And yet King Lear is true in a 

as faut is true. There 

atomic particle is imposeible be,. 
uuse ei the wave--particle~ 
ity qf matlet". This neptj!s the 

ewtlonian idea tbat. m prind· 
pie at least, we can know the 
position, ~, and eneqy of 
all particles ill the universe 
then;.Ptedtct the course* 
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The Happy Wa: 

Graduation day, with Orville Freeman, 1939 

Hubert, age 2 



• tor 
These photographs were part of the first public 
exhibition of the memorabilia and photographs 
collected by Hubert H. Humphrey. The exhibi
tion was held last October in Coffman Union on 
the Twin Cities campus and was sp9nsored by 
the Humphrey Institute of Public Affairs in con
junction with Coffman Galleries. 

The Humphrey Institute building will be built 
on the easternmost edge of the Minneapolis 
campus-at Oak Street and Washington Avenue 
-and the state legislature will be asked for $11 
million to build it. The site is large enough to 
hold a hotel and conference center, should they 
become part of the final plans. The hotel and 

conference center would be built with private 
money. 

About $13.5 million has been raised so far for 
the institute, but that amount falls short of what 
University administrators feel is necessary to 
build both a structure and sound academic 
program. 

The Humphrey Institute currently has about 125 
students and operates at a $1 million level 
annually, according to acting director John 
Borchert. A permanent institute director will be 
chosen early this year. 

Addressing the U.S. House of Representatives, November 1977 

9 



10 

~t Donovan: 
ow t 

Fonner Time Inc. Chief Advises Carter 

Hedley Donovan in his White House office 

by William Hoffman 

One thing about retirement, it 
frees some time. Hedley Dono~ 
van sees considerable advantage 
in that. Not that Donovan was 
especially relieved to be retiring 
last spring from Time Inc. after 
15 years as editor-in-chief, for 
he prefers being active and in
sists that working in journalism 
was great fun, too. But, at 65, he 
was hoping to keep busy in a 
more leisurely way. 

Given his retirement plans, 
however, it is hard to believe 
that Donovan really expected to 
relax much. After all, he planned 
to remain involved in several 
Time Inc. projects and stay with 
Time-Life Books. He planned to 
continue to serve on various 
boards of directors, including 
those of the Ford Foundation, 
the Council on Foreign Rela
tions, the Carnegie Endowment 
for International Peace, the 
Washington Star, and Merrill 
Lynch & Co. 

Moreover, he planned to remain 
a trustee of two universities. He 
would teach a seminar on poli
tics and the press at Harvard 
University's John F. Kennedy 
School of Government and also 
write a book about his 40-year 
career. At intervals, he would 
relax at his Long Island home 
-swimming, playing tennis, 
and rearranging the rocks on the 
beach in front of his house. The 
latter activity is a favorite of 
Donovan's, according to his suc
cessor at Time Inc., Henry 
Grunwald. "He said he likes 
moving rocks around for aes
thetic reasons--and for weight 
control," Grunwald said. 

Then, last July, President Carter 
came back to Washington from 
Camp David bent on making 
some big changes in his admin
istration, and Donovan's re-

j tirement plans got a major 
:E overhauling. Aides had advised 
-~ Carter to, among other things, 
~ buttress and streamline White 

House staff operations. The ad
dition of a prominent person 

would help--someone who 
moved easily among the leaders 
of the intellectual, diplomatic, 
corporate, and political worlds, 
someone who could deliver 
steady and reasoned opinion on 
a wide range of difficult issues 
facing the administration. 

At the suggestion of Sol Lino
witz, chief U.S. negotiator of the 
Panama Canal treaties, Carter 
called Donovan and offered him 
a job as senior adviser to the 
president. After several days of 
deliberation, Donovan accepted. 
He is serving without salary. 

Donovan and Carter were not 
strangers to each other. They 
met in 1971, several weeks be
fore Time magazine ran a cover 
story on Carter, then newly 
elected governor of Georgia. 
Later both men served on the 
Trilateral Commission, a group 
of private citizens from Western 
Europe, Japan, and the United 
States who study mulual 
problems. 

Carter's offer was not as enticing 
as it might seem, however. Don
ovan had already spent a fair 
part of his life at the center of 
power. He had traversed the 
globe for two decades, inter
viewing more than 50 world 
leaders. But Donovan has a stock 
of old-fashioned virtues, among 
them being willing to serve his 
country. In this case, he said, it 
was sort of like being drafted. 

Donovan's decision to take the 
post rested on three conditions: 
he would not take part in build
ing the president's image nor 
would he participate in Carter's 
re-election campaign, and he in
sisted on direct access to the 
president. For his part, Donovan 
volunteered to take a leave of 
absence from the corporate 
boards on which he serves. 

"The president wasn't surprised 
that I insisted I wouldn't take 
part in politics," Donovan said 
in an interview in his White 
House office. "I concede that 
you can't totally divorce politics 
from policy, but we agreed that I 
can advise in substantive policy 
matters without becoming too 
politically involved." 

For a man so formidable and 
stately in appearance, who be
longs to so many high level 



committees and think tanks, 
Donovan is remarkably reserved 
in person. Reporters have duly 
noted his disdain for small talk 
and his penchant for using si
lence strategically. He delivers 
his opinions in declarative sen
tences, without equivocation or 
hedging, and he delivers them 
patiently in a deep monotone. 
He has wry humor and rumbles 
when he laughs. 

The job of senior adviser to the 
president is new and "still 
somewhat amorphous," Dono
van said. "It is not easily de
fined, but it is becoming clear
er." He said that a journalist can 
offer certain qualities inherent in 
the nature of his work, such as 
diverse interest and wide expe
rience, stamina, and the ability 
to make decisions under dead
line pressure. Upon hearing of 
Donovan's appointment, one 
syndicated columnist wrote that 
it was refreshing to see a jour
nalist in such a role after the 
usual run of college professors. 

Donovan calls himself an inde
pendent "with conservative 
leanings." In a speech to his col
leagues at Time Inc. last May, he 
revealed his main concerns 
about the country's future: the 
decline of American productiv
ity, the failure to achieve civi
lized race relations, and the 
military threat from the enig
matic Soviets. Further, he noted 
that the United States can no 
longer afford to ignore its neigh
bors, particularly Canada and 
Mexico. 

As a presidential adviser with 
access to cabinet meetings and 
national security sessions, Don
ovan is in a position to do 
something about those concerns, 
or at least to assist the president 
in doing something. As the 
Washington Post editorialized: 
"Mr. Donovan .. .is a man of such 
enormous professional talent 
and personal distinction that 
whatever he does for the Carter 
presidency is bound to be a 
plus." 

Minnesota roots 

Donovan was born in Brainerd, 
Minnesota, on May 24, 1914, the 

son of a mining engineer. 
Shortly afterward, his family 
moved to Minneapolis, where he 
graduated from West High 
School and subsequently en
rolled at the University of 
Minnesota. 

"I wanted to go out east to a 
private school like Harvard," 
Donovan said. "But it was dur
ing the Depression and Harvard 
cost a lot of money. So I went to 
the University." 

Donovan studied liberal arts. As 
an editorial writer for the Minne
sota Daily, he wrote editorials 
opposing compulsory military 
training, a central issue at that 

interest in his native state and 
his alma mater. 

"I think the University of Min
nesota is a first class univer
sity," said Donovan, one of the 
original trustees and now a trus
tee emeritus of the University 
Foundation. "It is not an elitist 
institution by any means, but a 
very democratic one. I got a fine 
education there, and I didn't 
think size was a problem. There 
is diversity in numbers. I be
lieve in diversity." 

The University is unique in that 
it is the dominant institution in 
the state, Donovan said. "There 
are other distinguished universi-

ous and rather serious-minded 
state can bring many strengths 
to higher education." 

Both the University and the state 
of Minnesota are special to Don
ovan. ''The mood in Minnesota 
is not one of boastfulness, so 
perhaps it was predictable when 
Time ran that cover story in 1973 
[''The Good Life in Minnesota"] 
the general response from Min
nesota was that we had been too 
generous. The mood in Minne
sota is one of sobriety, perhaps 
from the Scandinavian stock." 

Minneapolis and St. Paul have 
"a marvelous combination of 
some very important urban val-
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get back into academe. But in 
the space of a few weeks he was 
hooked for life. 

"As soon as I started reporting, I 
liked it so much that I never 
considered for a moment going 
back to the academic world," 
Donovan said. "I was having 
enormous fun, and I find jour
nalism fun to this day." Indeed, 
Donovan's view of his craft 
rubbed off on his children, two 
of whom are journalists. The 
third "defected" from the field 
several years ago, he said. 

Donovan worked at the Post for 
five years, covering the State 
Department, Capitol Hill, and 
the White House. During the 
war he served overseas in naval 
intelligence. He returned to the 
journalism trenches in 1945, but 
not at the Post. 

"The Post kept a job open for 
me, but I wanted to do some
thing else," he said. "The man
aging editor then was a fellow 
named Casey Jones. As a boy in 
Minneapolis I had delivered his 
paper when he was the manag
ing editor of the Minneapolis 
Journal. He agreed that I should 
explore other opportunities and 
gave me the names of a dozen 
places-all in New York. So 
that's where I went." 

One of the places on Jones's list 
was Fortune, a Time Inc. busi
ness magazine. At that time 
executives at Tiroe Inc. were 
hunting for Rhodes scholars. 
Donovan got an interview with 
the vice president, who recom
mended him to Fortune with 

-~ praise for his writing skill. He 
~ joined the staff and in six years 
~ was the magazine's. managing 
! editor. Lack of formal business 
-5 experience was no handicap. 

~ 
--.....1~ Donovan's talents as a writer, 

editor, and manager caught the 
eye of company co-founder 
Henry Luce. In 1959 Luce ap
pointed Donovan editorial direc
tor of all publications, which at 
that time included Time, Life, 
Fortune, and Sports Illustrated. 
Just five years later he was at 
the helm, succeeding Luce, who 

Donovan gets a presidential welcome following his appointment 

time. "I thought ROTC should 
be optional. Some students 
thought it should be thrown off 
campus, as it was at some cam
puses in the sixties. The political 
and social atmosphere on cam
pus was full of tension. Not on 
the same scale as in the 1%0s, 
but for that time there was a lot 
of activity," Donovan said. 

Donovan was elected to Phi Beta 
Kappa and graduated magna 
cum laude in history in 1934. He 
promptly set sail for Oxford on a 
Rhodes scholarship with a view 
to becoming a history professor. 
When he returned after two 
years and another history de
gree, he settled in the East, for 
that is where he heard oppor
tunity knocking. But he retained 

ties in the country, some more 
distinguished than Minnesota, 
but they are either in states with 
several universities of note or in 
states where other institutions 
dominate. No corporations in 
Minnesota are as influential as 
the University," he said. 

Donovan once remarked to a 
colleague that education is the 
"secular religion" of Minnesota. 
Several years ago he told a Uni
versity alumni group that "here 
one has the advantage of being 
at a University where a prosper-

ues, and there is easy access to 
the country for recreation, which 
isn't true of a city like New 
York. New York is more dy
namic intellectually, of course, 
but it's also more maddening." 

Hooked for life 

When Donovan returned from 
Oxford in 1936, he launched a 
search for an as!listantship at a 
university history department. 
"I applied at 15 or 20 colleges 
and universities, but the best I 
got was an offer of an assis
tantship at Harvard for $600 a 
year." 

Instead, Donovan looked to 
journalism and took a job at the 
Washington Post for $25 a week, 
hoping to save enough money to 

appointed him "without 
consultation." 

Donovan, p. 14 

-
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Students Want More Say 
in New Tuition Plan 
by Elizabeth Petrangelo 

Students adrift in a sea of 
indecision about careers and 
worried about their hazy futures 
can always be sure of one 
thing: tuition must be paid and 
the money must come from 
somewhere. 

Those whose job it is to keep 
the University running smoothly 
and solvently can be equally 
sure of something else: any 
mention of changes in tuition 
policy will set off a chain of ru
mors, distress, and confusion. 

A current proposal to change the 
way tuition is levied has done 
just that, despite administration 
attempts to let students know 
that the new plan will not make 
the University rich and students 
poor. 

Proponents of the plan maintain 
that the University will collect 
the same amount of tuition in
come it now collects and that the 
plan will make little or no differ
ence in the amount of tuition 
most students pay. 

The proposal has not mobilized 
the student body. Actually, few 
students are aware of its exis
tence. But a small group of stu
dent leaders are not happy with 
the plan. This group is asking 
for time-to study, ask ques
tions, and perhaps hold open 
hearings. 

"Hasty action" was never in
tended, according to members of 
the administration and the 
Board of Regents, who are puz
zled by the students' feeling that 
they are "rushing" a proposal 
that has been under discussion 
for more than two years. 

The new tuition plan, which 
would change the way tuition is 
charged rather than the amount 
that is charged, grew out of a set 
of recommendations made by a 
task force on student access ap
pointed by President C. Peter 
Magrath in 1975. Eighteen peo
ple sat on that task force, seven 
of them students. The task fmce 
was to come up with a set of 
recommendations to make the 
University accessible to all stu
dents, and tuition reforms were 
part of their recommendation. 

Despite the fact that students 
have been involved in formulat
ing the plan from the start, 
current student leaders are skep
tical, maintaining that since the 
student body is large, amor
phous, and different every year, 

more time is needed for students 
to get involved. 

"The students who were on the 
task force then are not the stu
dent leaders today," student 
body president Sue Gjemse told 
the regents at their November 
meeting. "Times change and is
sues change. We need time to 
study the proposal and conduct 
open hearings." 

Frank Wilderson, vice president 
for student affairs, said that be
sides student involvement on 
the task force, students have 
been kept informed right along. 
He has discussed the plan with 
student leaders himself several 
times, he said, and has held 
meetings on the plan at each of 
the campuses. · 

"Apparently the fact that stu
dents have participated in this 
discussion right from the start 
has no bearing on the average 
student," Minneapolis regent 
David Lebedoff told the other 
regents when the plan was 
discussed at the September 
meeting. "If that's true, then 
something's wrong with the 
process. If the student leaders 
see their representation as a 
chimera, maybe they should 
abolish it and hold public meet
ings instead." 

Gjemse urged the board at that 
meeting to come up with an "of
ficial student opinion" since 
there is no single student orga
nization that represents all 
students. 

Basically, the new plan can be 
divided into three parts. First, it 
extends the per-credit tuition 
limit so that students taking 14 
or fewer credits will pay by the 
credit. (Currently, students pay 
by the credit through 12 credits. 
After that, a flat rate is charged 
so that students who take 13 or 
more credits pay the same as 
those who take 12 credits.) 

Under the proposed plan, stu
dents who take 15, 16, 17, or 18 
credits will pay the same tuition 
as those who take 14 credits, 
and those who take 19 or more 
will pay extra for each credit, at 
the same per-credit rate. 

Second, under the new plan all 
freshmen and sophomores will 
pay a uniform tuition rate, lower 
than the current rate. Juniors 
and seniors will pay a higher 

rate that will vary from college 
to college. 

Third, under the new plan tui
tion rates for different colleges 
will be tied more closely to the 
actual cost of instruction in each 
college. 

According to Wilderson, the 
changes would give a break to 
part-time students, who now 
pay more for their total educa
tion than do full-time students 
by the time they earn their de
grees. The more vocal students, 
however, aren't sure they feel 
that's such a good idea. 

"Part-time students often work 
more (have a higher income) 
than full-timers," wrote Jim 

Sue Gjemse 

Clark in a document titled "Stu
dent Response to 'Recommenda
tions and Rationale of Tuition 
Policy.' " Clark is chairman of 
the University Student Senate 
State Lobby Advisory Commit
tee. "Would they be better situ
ated to pay for their education? 
If so, why move towards favor
ing them?" 

Clark feels that the new per
credit tuition system would pro
vide more of an incentive for 
students to attend school part
time, and would thus slow 
down the rate at which students 
complete their degrees. This 
could hit small departments 
where it hurts--in the numbers 
of students taking their courses 
during a given quarter-and 
could cause budget problems for 
those departments, Clark said. 

Clark also maintains that the 
per-credit system will change 
the nature 0f the student body, 
bringing in a "wave" of part
time students. Several regents 
have also said that if the new 
plan does increase the number 
of part-time students, the 

shift could cause fundamental 
changes in the institution. 

In September, Clark presented 
Wilderson with a laundry list of 
questions and concerns, which 
Wilderson answered in a 10-
page document. In that docu
ment, Wilderson said the 
degree-completion rate probably 
would not slow down. The only 
comprehensive study of the ef
fects of major changes in tuition 
assessment was done at Florida 
State, he said, and that study 
showed an initial deiTease in 
average credit hour loads with 
no permanent effect. 

Delaware, Michigan State, and 
other schools that have changed 
their tuition systems have not 
reported any slowdown in prog
ress toward degrees, and none 
has shifted back to a term fee 
system, he said .. 

Wilderson also doubts that there 
will be a drastic shift to part-

Crookston and Waseca, where 
students take relatively heavy 
course loads. These students 
would suffer unfairly in compar
ison to the total student body, 
Jamison said. 

According to Wilderson, the ma
jority of students on th,e coor
dinate campuses fall within the 
so-called "mid-range band" of 
students taking 15 to 18 credits 
and thus would not be adversely 
affected. "One of the purposes 
of the proposal is to obtain some 
payment for excess credit loads 
so that low-load students can be 
offered some relief," Wilderson 
wrote. 

Students have also criticized the 
plan for what they feel is the ad
ministration's failure to study 
what the plan will do to eco
nomically disadvantaged stu
dents. Moving to a uniform rate 
for freshmen and sophomores is 
likely to mean that these stu
dents will be paying less for the 
first two years of school than 
they are now, Wilderson said. 
"This should provide a positive, 
though probably slight, incen
tive to remain in school," he 
wrote. 

If the plan is approved by the 
regents, it would take effect at 
the earliest in the spring of 1981, 
when a new computerized regis
tration system is expected to 
swing into action. 

In the meantime, discussions 
have taken on a predictable fla
vor. Student leaders ask for 
more time, maintaining that the 
student body needs to study, 

.
;f discuss, and react to the pro
- posal. They are so far not 
~ convinced the changes are nec

essary. "What's wrong with the 
present system?" Jamison asked 
the regents in November. 

Frank Wilderson 

time schooling. "One should be 
careful not to anticipate that 
these proposals, if adopted, will 
radically alter the University's 
character in short order," he 
wrote. "Although they open the 
door slightly to some already 
occurring changes in the mix of 
publics served, they are very 
moderate in degree." 

Illinois, Nebraska, Penn State, 
and Texas universities have 
been on similar systems for 
some time without suffering any 
"severe alterations," he said. 

Nor does Wilderson think the 
change will harm small depart
ments. "The unstated premise is 
that enrollments would drop as a 
result of the proposals," he 
wrote. "We don't think so. 
Nothing in the proposals before 
the regents provides any incen
tive for any student to ch~ge 
the mixture of courses selected." 

Clark and other students who 
have spoken before the Board of 
Regents also worry about the ef
fect the plan might have on 
students at the coordinate cam
puses. Bryan Jamison, a student 
at Morris who spoke to the re
gents at their November meet
ing, said the plan would raise 
tuition for the average student at 

The administration says there's 
no particular hurry~that stu
dents have the time they need 
-and that students have been 
involved in the process all along. 
Further, they say, the new plan 
will be more fair than the cur
rent plan. It would be more fair 
to part-time students, they say, 
and to students who attend rela
tively low-cost colleges. In other 
words, if tuition were based 
more closely on the actual cost of 
instruction, students in low-cost 
colleges would not be under
writing the cost of educating 
students in high-cost colleges. 

Whatever the outcome, the dis
cussions underscore a con
tinuing problem for major 
educational institutions: there 
seems to be no foolproof way of 
involving every student who has 
something to add. 

Edito.r's note~ At its December 
meetmg, the Board of Regents ap
proved the tuition plan described 
in this story. Between the time the 
story was written and the Decem
ber vote, the plan was amended to 
address concerns of students at 
Crookston, Waseca, and Morris. 
The amendments quieted most of 
the student opposition. 



Oneota Dig Tells a Tale 
of Life Along a River 
by Jeanne Hanson 

Once upon a time a hawk could 
fly across half of Minnesota and 
not see anyone. The land was a 
study in browns, greens, and 
blues: prairie tufted with brown 
buffalo, deer in green, dark 
woods, and a blue splash of 
lakes and rivers. Fewer than 2 
million people lived on the en
tire continent north of Mexico, 
even in the 16th century. Back 
before 1300, the time of our 
story, the state's only human in
habitants were three groups of 
Indians. 

One of these groups, the Oneo
ta, a branch of the Sioux, lived 
along the Blue Earth River near 
what is now Winnebago. They 
might have been Minnesota's 
first farmers. 

Their main village, home of 80 
to 120 people, covered about 15 

Guy Gibbon 

acres and was ringed by a 
wooden palisade. Families also 
used dozens of small nearby 
campsites, hugging lakes now 
drained. Life was not hard. 
There was plenty of game and 
ample space for gathering and 
planting, with the nearest 
neighboring tribe nearly a hun
dred miles away. 

The Oneota lived on the Blue 
Earth for about 500 years, from 
800 to 1300. Why they left is one 

of the missing pieces of their 
story. 

The search 

Guy Gibbon, associate professor 
of anthropology on the Twin 
Cities campus, is piecing the 
story together. He spent last 
summer digging near Winne
bago, is now analyzing the arti
facts found there, and will do 
more digging next year. With 
him at the site over the summer 
were 13 anthropology students 
from the University and an 
equal number from the Science 
Museum of St. Paul. Their work 
was at times frantic, at times 
tedious, but nearly always 
intriguing. 

The first rule of archaeology is 
"everything happens during the 
last week," Gibbon said. After 
digging all summer, they found, 
in the tenth week, what may be 
part of one of the large earth
sheltered lodges where the 
Oneota all lived when they were 
"in town." During the first 
weeks they had made less frantic 
delves into the deep, rich refuse 
pits. 

The basic method is, of course, 
thorough digging. "All excava
tion is destruction," Gibbon 
said, "so you have to be care
ful." A one- by three-foot rec
tangle can take several days to 

,.. dig and analyze. Tiny fishbones, 
~ cherry pits, tool bits, and com 
.... kernels--keys to a culture's life
~ style-must be sifted, separated, 

and labeled. Heavy modem 
ploughing has compacted the 
earth, so that most of the 
material is in the first 18 inches. 
A maze of pocket gopher tunnels 
that can collapse and confuse the 
evidence also complicates the 
search. 

Tricks of the trade 

Anthropologists are developing 
techniques more exotic than dig
ging, some of which are being 
used at Winnebago. Gibbon lo
cated the refuse pits, for exam
ple, by running an electric 
current between two poles an
chored in the ground about two 

feet apart. He moved the con
traption around until he found 
areas where the current behaved 
differently-because of under
ground moisture from ancient 
decayed food, it turned out. 

Another method the team used 
is core sampling. With a 30-foot 
tube, they pulled up a cross sec
tion of prehistory from nearby 
lakes to spot patterns of climate 
change. In the samples, pollen 
grains show periods of greater 

vegetation and warmer periods. 
Pine and spruce tree pollen is 
more common in layers repre
senting colder periods. And 

• more evidence of deciduous 
trees may indicate the "big for
est bulge" after the Indians 
stopped clearing the prairie by 
setting fire to it periodically. 
"Pollen counting is one of the 
most tedious but revealing tools 
of archaeology," Gibbon said. 

The "little sonar wagon" is 
another archaeological tool but 
one not used by Gibbon's team. 
Dragged across a site, it can spot 

the broad outlines for an excava
tion by using sonar to locate dif
ferent materials underground. 

Infrared sensing by air is still 
exotic enough to be a classified 
military technique, but instru
ments used to detect the heat of 
the Vietcong in their bunkers 
could also detect outlines of un
derground villages in a huge 
area, Gibbon said. 

Another, still debatable, method 
is analysis of an early culture's 
stress level and family focus 
based on its pottery designs. 
Neat designs that look "fin
ished" are supposed to signal a 
less stressful culture, Gibbon 
said. This conjecture is being 
considered in the case of the 
Oneota, who are known for their 
sloppy pottery designs. 

Artifact from the dig 

Pottery patterns that are similar 
across the culture are supposed 
to indicate something else: a 
"matrilocal" culture. The theory 
is that if women stay in their 
mothers' villages after marriage 
they continue to make the same 
kind of pottery, which eventu
ally comes to characterize the 
village. Patrilocal cultures, where 
women go to live in their hus
bands' villages, would have 
more diverse pottery patterns. 
"Since the Oneota have chaotic 
variability in their pottery, we 
will be looking at this quite ten
tative hypothesis," Gibbon said. 

Although the Winnebago site 
does not include a burial 
ground, a few skeletons from the 
area have been given to the ar
chaeological team. Another trick 

13 

of the trade provides a check on 
the nutrition of the culture. Com 
as a dietary staple, as opposed 
to local plants or meat, is re
flected in the mineral content of 
human bones. 

Yet another method, called ex
perimental archaeology, may be 
used to find out about the crops 
raised by the Oneota. An ad
vanced student may try to "plant 
them in mounds the way the 
Oneota did, to see if frost really 
" rolls off" these mounds, keep
ing the crops warm longer. 

The results 

Com and beans, along with fish, 
squash, cherries, and game were 
part of the Oneota diet, accord-

ing to what their garbage has re
vealed so far. They gathered 
food and did some farming with 
hoes made of bison bones. They 
hunted with chert arrows. 

As analysis proceeds, Gibbon 
hopes to learn more about the 
Oneota tribal lifestyle. The lead 
ers, probably called "big men," 
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seem to have had power mostly 
when the group was threatened. 
They were granted no special 
status symbols or buildings. 
Nuclear families generally lived 
at their own nearby campsites, 
probably gathering at the main 
village only in winter or for 
ceremonies. 

Why did this way of life end? 
Why did the Oneota abandon 
the village, moving south be
tween 1350 and 1400? Gibbon 
has two ideas. 

First, the climate might have be
come colder, changing rainfall 
patterns enough to disrupt farm
ing and gathering. The fact that 
Wisconsin Indians moved south 
at about the same time rein
forces this theory. Or the Oneota 
might have been part of the 
large cultural center near St. 
Louis known as Cahokia, which 
collapsed for some reason at 
about the same time. The tribal 
move south, then, might have 
been to form new economic and 
religious ties. Perhaps both 
things happened, Gibbon said. 

Gibbon applauds the Winne
bago community's interest in the 
Oneota dig. Local people have 
brought in bones and artifacts 
found years ago when gravel 
companies dug up part of the 
area. And they are building a 
museum where the community's 
roots can be displayed. Enthusi
asm for archaeology is high in· 
the area. 

If it were abandoned today, a 
small Minnesota town or a city 
neighborhood could disappear 
into the earth in about a hun
dred years, Gibbon said. Wood
en houses would leave only 
stains in the ground. Books and 
wooden furniture would rot. 
Only glass, plastics, and metals 
would remain to identify us. A 
shard of mirror, a cracked toy 
truck, and a broken microwave 
oven might be the only clues we 
left for future archaeologists. 

Donovan ... 
Donovan is credited with steer
ing the magazines away from 
the narrow conservatism and 
anticommunism of the Luce era 
to broader national and interna
tional perspectives dw:ing his 
tenure as editor-in-chief. 

Not that he wasn't criticized. 
Some groups complained about 
what they· called corporate jour
nalism and its failure to promote 
social reform. Others attacked 
Donovan for initially supporting 
the war in Vietnam. But if he 
was slow in changing his mind 
about the war, when he did he 
brought Time magazine with 
him. And under Donovan Time 
reported Watergate when other 
editors were still testing the 
waters. 

Being editor-in-chief of Time 
Inc. is the second best job in the 
world, according to Donovan. 
Only being president-elect of the 
United States is better, he said, 
and the duration of that job is 
much shorter. He is proud of 
having started two new maga
zines-People and Money-and 
of having revived Life magazine. 
One of his primary duties was 
appointing managing editors. 
He appointed 14 managing edi
tors, and, with the benefit of 
hindsight, he claims to be good 
at it. 

Fears and dilemmas 

Many journalists and civil liber
tarians think that the press is 
taking a beating in the courts. 
They have rallied against what 
they perceive to be an insidious 
assault on First Amendment 
freedom by judges, including 
those on the Supreme Court. 

These fears are not shared by 
Donovan. "I am not as alarmed 
as some people about recent 
court decisions," he said. "I am 
not an absolutist on the First 
Amendment. I don't believe that 
there is an absolute right to say 
or print whatever you want to. 
There is a tendency to suppose 
'that freedom of the press is the 
supreme human liberty, but it 
can collide with other important 
liberties. 

"More important than the court 
decisions, in my view, are the 
increasing attacks on the accu
racy and responsibility of the 
press--a general suspiciousness 
in the community at large, some 
of it unjustified. Part of the 

problem is a widespread distrust 
of institutions generally. 

"The irony of the situation is 
that, as journalism does a better 
job of informing and educating 
people, they in tum become 
more critical and expect better 
performance. People are far less 
gullible today than they used to 
be because they are better in
formed-because of good jour
nalism. Consequently, they are 
better equipped to criticize. 

"Then there is a separate sub-

stratum of journalism-in
vestigative reporting-that 
sometimes carries things too far 
and needlessly alienates people, 
public figures especially. People 
are on guard [for fear] that in
vestigative reporters will inten
tionally emphasize the negative 
in order to get a good story," 
Donov~ said. 

Distrust of reporters is greatest 
in the business community, he 
said. Business reporting contin
ues to be the least effective area 
of journalism. Some reporters 
assigned to cover the business 
beat still regard it as "hazing," a 
nasty initiation to the field, 
Donovan said. But good busi
ness reporting can be very inter
esting, he said: witness Fortune 
magazine and the Wall Street 
Journal. 

Politics, on the other hand, is 
well reported-after a fashion. "I 

think politics is covered su
perbly as a horse race, perhaps 
at the expense of more serious 
approaches." Sports and crime 
reporting are well handled, too, 
but science reporting leaves 
room for improvement. In fact, 
Donovan said, Time Inc. is con
templating a new science maga
zine, something more than 
current science coverage in Time 
but lighter than Scientific 
American. 

As a trustee of two institutions 
o£ higher education-New York 

the latter, saying that it is "a 
question of federal policy.. I'd 
rather not get into." However, 
he did hold forth on the ques
tion of enrollment decline: 
"There has been an explosion in 
college enrollment since World 
War II. Some people have come 
to view this growth as the nor
mal state of affairs, with the re
sult that the physical plant has 
been overbuilt. Some of the 
weaker and smaller colleges, 
even though they might have 
beautiful campuses, are going to 
be in trouble." 

The decline in numbers of stu
dents may lead to rising tuition, 
according to Donovan, but he 
doesn't believe an increase in 
tuition will greatly reduce aca
demic opportunity. The enroll
ment decline might also bring 
about a reduction in "the tre
mendous spectrum of courses 
offered today" as colleges try to 
figure out a way to cut costs, 
Donovan said. 

It also may bring about a change 
in the tenure system. "I think 
we can afford some reduction in 
tenure without seriously jeopar
dizing academic freedom." 
There should be a way of pro
tecting academic freedom with
out producing a monopoly of 
academic jobs, he said. "In jour
nalism, there is strong belief in 
liberty, but no one has total job 
security." Furthermore, he said, 
many brilliant and enthusiastic 
young people who want to teach 
at colleges and universities are 
looking to other fields because 

] the academic jobs are locked up 
e in tenure. 
~ 

~· Neither does Donovan believe 
~ that the recent surge of interest 
~ in vocationalism over liberal arts 
~ is necessarily as great as re-
~ ported. "This is one of those 

University and Mount Holyoke 
College, a private women's 
school in Massachusetts-and 
with lifelong interest in the aca
demic scene, Donovan has some 
ideas about the future of higher 
education. 

College administrators across the 
country are worried about the 
effect enrollment declines pro
jected for the 1980s will have on 
their institutions. They are also 
wprried about increasing com
petition for federal research 
monies and about growing red 
tape in getting and keeping 
those funds. 

Donovan refused to comment on 

false dilemmas," he said, adding 
that it isn't necessary to have a 
balance of interest in each area 
at every institution. Interest in 
one area or the other will de:
pend on the makeup of the stu
dent body. He sees no radical 
shift. 

"We need to have students who 
are interested mainly in ideas 
and others who pursue practical 
training, just as we need both 
public and private universities. 
We need both coeducational 
schools and single-sex schools 
like Mount Holyoke," Donovan 
said. 

"Perhaps I'm a bit stubborn 
about it, but I believe in maxi
mum diversity." 
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D'Andrea . . . 
James for his insight into how 
one leaps from mental state to 
mental state." 

Aside from myth and metaphor 
as sources of truth, perhaps the 
larger question today is "What 
is the authentic source of moral 
authority?" Authority is what 
people are Concerned about, 
D'Andrea said. 

Is authority to be found in natu
ral science, social science, or the 
humanities? "Natural science is 
very good at knowing, but 
should it direct us? The sociobi
ologist E. 0. Wilson thinks so. 
He believes the key to knowl
edge is in the human genetic 
endowment. Social science 
claims it should be the author
ity. B. F. Skinner says that if our 
survival is at stake, we will have 
to rely on behaviorism." 

The humanities have been the 
traditional repository of ethical 
values and the source of moral 
authority, D'Andrea said. "Who 
do the people listen to, [econo
mists John Kenneth} Galbraith 
and [Milton] Friedman, or the 
pope and the ayatollah?" At the 
same time, he concedes that the 
humanities have been put into 
service by such ideologies as 
Marxism and reactionary 
movements. 

"What we need is an interdisci
frtgfrutfiai'ftXYt!Mty:'"lWtih,.,rf_ 
sophistication derives from a 
multitude of disciplines," he 
said. American universities 
don't favor this approach: "Here 
you have specialists shipping up 
ore from specialist-mines." 

The humanities, specifically, can 
help by educating students' 
imaginations. By exploring a 
wide range of ideas, humanities 
students take a step toward be
coming autonomous individuals 
capable of criticizing, creating, 
and making enlightened deci
sions, D'Andrea said. 

As for competing claims for au
thority, he believes that, in a 
democracy, the people have the 
authority. Democracy is "inher
ently complementary," permit
ting the exercise of the educated 
imagination by way of the ballot 
box, where diverse opinions and 
interests are weighed. The.more 
people with educated imagina
tions, the better for everyone. 

"If it sounds like I'm pumping 
up the humanities program, per
haps I am," D'Andrea said. He 
believes the program has not 
lost sight of the value of good 
teaching. 

"Too often students who take 
courses in the sciences and in 
the liberal arts have no idea how 
to reconcile them. We e-xpect 
them to do it in their heads on 
the bus home without ever tell
ing them how." · 
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V' Hospitals First in Nation 
To Use Artificial Blood 
by Paul Schurke 

"I feel real strong, just like I did 
25 years ago," said a jubilant 
Haldor Mickelson when he 
was discharged from U niver
sity of Minnesota Hospitals in 
December. 

The 67 -year-old Minneapolis 
resident (a native of Elbow Lake, 
Minnesota) made medical 
history November 14 when he 
became the first person in the 
United States to receive a 
transfusion of an artificial blood 
substitute. 

Mickelson was given about four 
pints of the synthetic chemical 
Fluosol when his life became 
threatened by severe anemia, a 
shortage of red blood cells. 
Robert Anderson, the University 
surgeon who headed Mickel
son's medical team, said the 
substance probably saved the 
man's life. 

Mickelson, who was admitted to 
University Hospitals in Septem
ber for leg surgery, has always 
suffered from mild anemia. 
The condition became severe 
iollg$uu.&Jllhlps>_4 . .d.Yri-I"~$ 
tion. When Mickelson, who is 
a Jehovah's Witness, refused a 
conventional transfusion on 
religious grounds, doctors 
obtained permission from the 
U.S. Food and Drug Administra
tion (FDA) to use the experi
mental solution. 

Fluosol shares with blood the 
ability to transport dissolved 
oxygen to living-tissue, although 
it cannot perform blood's other 
functions, such as carrying 
hormones, antibodies, and 
agents responsible for clotting. It 
is recognized as foreign by the 
body and removed in about 24 
hours, but it temporarily helps 
sustain tissue while the body 
replenishes its own blood 
supply. 

Fluosol was developed by the 
Green Cross pharmaceutical 
company of Japan, where it has 
been used on 55 patients, all of 
whom are doing well. Although 
a California subsidiary of Green 
Cross is importing it for research 
use, Fluosol has not received 
FDA marketing approval since 
animal studies on its long-term 
effects are not complete. 

Researchers believe it holds 
promise for military, emergency, 
and ambulance use since, un
like whole blood, it can be 
frozen and stored for up to two 
years and does not need to 
be matched, or typed, to the 
recipient. 

Haldor Mickelson 

James Lewis Morrill 

.8 
0 

Correspondence 
Shaping Futures 

I wanted to tell you how much I en
joyed Mr. Hoffman's article ["James 
Lewis Morrill: A Land-Grant Giant"} 
in the recent issue. 

I think this article gave us all a per
ception of just how great a man 
James Lewis Morrill was and how 
much he did for our University. 

I suppose we all could come up with 
our counterpart for James Morrill; 
that is, someone at the University 
who had special talents and a way 
of influencing and shaping futures 
far beyond the formality of the 
classroom. 

D. R. O'Hare 
IT, 1943 
Milwaukee 

Accolades & Errors Dept. 

I want to thank you for the fine 
piece about J. L. Morrill in the most 
recent Update. Of all the university 
heads I knew in a quarter century of 
working for the state and land-grant 
universities in Washington, I'd put 
him at the top. Period! 

Russell I. Thackrey 
Manhattan, Kansas 

P.S. As some Illinois alumnus has 
no doubt written you, James 
"Scotty" Reston is a graduate of the 
University of Illinois, and not of 
D_hin State. O.S.U. mav have eiven 
htm an hone~ry degree, though 
that's not listed in the not-recent 
Who's Who I have. 

editor: Thanks to Mr. Thackrey and 
apolo~ies to Mr. Reston. The editor, 
who zs prone to apoplectic fits, takes 
full responsibility for the error. 

A Student Perspective 

The story about James Lewis Morrill 
in the fall issue of Update provided 
insight into the contribution of the 
late president from the institutional 
perspective. The perspective of the 
student was missing-appropriately, 
because he appeared remote from 
student life-but inappropriately, 
because Dr. Morrill clearly relished 
interaction with students and 
regularly provided occasions to be 
with them. 

The president was insulated from 
student contacts by the usual 
bureaucracy. His imposing de
meanor and impeccable manners 
gave him an aura of aloofness. Only 
a few of the thousands who attended 
the university during his tenure had 
the opportunity to observe him 
closely or to know him personally. 
Student government and related 
activities gave me that opportunity, 
through which I learned that Dr. 
Morrill was a warm person who took 
advantage of every occasion to talk 
with students and especially to listen 
to their views. . 

Those of us who had the privilege of 
knowing him as students remember 
Dr. Morrill with admiration and 
affection. He enriched our Minne
sota experience. 

i.. Gary L. Filerman, '59, '61, 
£ '63 '70 
~ ' 

.~ Washington, D.C. 

" :::> 

Chrono-clarification 

I would like to compliment Paul 
Schurke on his lucid article 
["Chronobiology Shows Promise 
in Treatment of Cancer," fall]. 
The chronobiology of cancer preven
tion, diagnosis, and treatment like 
any growing scientific field has 
evolved a technical terminology and 
@nguage that can appear quite diffi
cult. Mr. Schurke has done an espe
cially good job of making concepts, 
not language, the focus of his article. 
He -:onveys these concepts well and 
clearly. 

It is, however, necessary for the sake 
of accuracy to point out two errors. 
Circadian derives from the Latin 
circa, which means around, and dia, 
which is day (around a day). Sec
ondly, the predicted optimal time for 
administration of cisdiamminedi
chloroplatinum II, according to all 
the animal and human studies we've 
done so far, is in mid to late activity 
phase of the subject. This would be 
in late afternoon if given to patients 
who arise between 0600 and 0700 
and who retire between 2200 and 
2300. 

William Hrushesky, M.D. 
Assistant Professor of Medicine 
Section of Medical Oncology 

Free Coupon 
If you no longer wish to receive 
Update, please attach the mail
ing label to the space below, clip 
and send to: 
Update, University Relations 
S-68 Morrill Hall 
100 Church Street S.E. 
University of Minnesota 
Minneapolis , MN 55455 
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Hamburgers and Milk Shakes 
Just Dreams for Kids With PKU 
by William Hoffman 

The wisdom of the adage "you are 
what you eat" is probably lost on 
most people. But the parents of 
children with PKU can't afford to 
ignore it. For those children, what 
they eat has a great deal to do with 
how smart they'll be. 

Children suffering from the ge
netic disease called phenylketonu
ria, better known as PKU, were 
born without an important di
gestive enzyme. Without it, their 
bodies are unable to metabolize a 
common amino acid-phenyl
alanine-present in foods like 
meat, milk, cheese, bread, and 
cake, in any food containing 
protein. 

If the children are not placed on a 
severely restricted diet soon after 
birth, phenylalanine builds up in 
the blood and can damage the 
brain. From birth, children with 
PKU must subsist largely on a 
special powder mixed with water 
-or run the risk of deteriorating 
intelligence. 

Whether to maintain or discon
tinue the diet after the child's brain 
has developed poses a medical di
lemma for doctors. It was thought 
for a time that most children with 
PKU might be safely withdrawn 
from the diet at the age of five or 
six, but recent research has un
veiled some cases of pronounced 
drops in IQ among preteenagers 
who had begun to eat normally. 

Some doctors have challenged the 
effectiveness of the diet, claiming 
that it hinders growth and that 
some children who are on it might 
not have the form of the disease 
that requires it. 

Administering the diet is incon
venient at best, especially after the 
children start school. Some par
ents take the risk of stopping the 
diet rather than endure the cheat
ing and "squabbling sometimes as
sociated with enforcing it. Now 
and then a family is torn apart by 

Parents Face New Problems, 
Hard Choices 

the social and emotional burden of 
the disease. 

Another dimension to the di
lemma is what to do about young 
women with PKU who want to 
have children of their own. These 
women, particularly if they have 
never been treated for PKU, run a 
much higher risk of bearing chil
dren with major birth defects than 
do women in the population 
at large. 

Most states, including Minnesota, 
have laws requiring that newborn 
babies be tested for PKU. The U.S. 
De(l4lrtment of Health, Education, 
and Welfare recommends that in
fants be tested within the first two 
weeks of life. But not all infants 
who have PKU show high phen
ylalanine levels until some time 
afterward. 

Phenylketonuria is a rare disease. 
Only one of every 10,000 to 15,000 
infants born in the United States is 
affected. And unlike other chronic 
illnesses, PKU can be treated. Its 
victim can live a normal life span, if 
not a full life. 

However, treatment of the disease 
brings into play a host of conflict
ing social, ethical, and medical 
considerations and values. The 
diet is the best gamble, but it cre
ates new problems not easily 
solved and offers choices reluc
tantly made. 

The clinic 

The PKU clinic at University Hos
pitals was established more than 
20 years ago and has cared for 120 
families. The clinic serves four 
states and provides diagnostic, di
etary, and educational services to 
the patients and their parents. It is 
among the leading PKU research 
centers in the country. 

Robert Fisch, professor of pedi
atric medicine and director of the 
clinic since 1961, is a national ex
pert on PKU. He has published 



dozens of journal articles on vari
ous aspects of the disease and con
tinues to conduct research on it. To 
the families of PKU victims, Fisch 
is both an expert and a confidant. 

"I suppose I could sell the PKU 
story as a medical success, but I 
don't think that would be appro
priate," Fisch said. "Medical treat
ment for the disease is improving 
all the time, but it is not a victory. 
The problems of treatment are 
enormously complicated." 

Phenylketonuria is not very old as 
diagnosed diseases go. The first 
researcher to link high phenylal
anine levels in the blood to mental 
retardation was a Norwegian doc
tor. That was in the early 1930s. 
Twenty years later a synthetic diet 
was developed for treating PKU 
victims, and 10 vears after that, in 
the earlv 1960s,

0

Robert Guthrie of 
Buffalo; New York, developed a 
reliable and quick blood test for the 
disease that led to mass screening 
of infants . 

The diet formulas used bv the 

Both contain essential nutrients 
but have little or no phenylala
nine. Both are sold in the United 
States by Mead Johnson & Co. 

"Phenylalanine is an essential 
amino acid," Fisch said. "We need 
it to grow and function-to live. In 
PKU victims there is an enzyme 
deficiency that interferes with the 
normal metabolizing of phenyl
alanine into tyrosine, another 
amino acid. Some phenylalanine 
enters the urine. That's how the 
disease was first detected. But just 
how excessive phenylalanine in 
the blood damages the brain 
is unknown." 

The effectiveness of the diet is 
clearer. "Of the children who 
don't get the dietary treatment, 80 
percent are severely retarded. Half 
never talk and a third never walk. 
It's very rare for a child with an 
untreated case of PKU to reach an 
IQ of 100 (the 95 to 105 range is 
considered normal), though some 
children who are treated earlv 
reach 90 and even over 100.',-

clinic are Lofenalac and Nofenalac. The diet does make a difference, 

Robert Fisch 

Fisch said. "Statistically, treated 
PKU victims fare better than un
treated ones. But one must 
consider both medical and social 
factors . For example, untreated 
victims often stay at home 
whereas treated victims go to 
school. Educational and social ad
vantages aid their development. 

"The question is, is the diet good? 
I say no, not just because it is in
convenient, but because it is not 
curing the disease. In fact, there is 
evidence that some damage has al
ready been done during pregnancy 
-abnormal bone development or 
retardation, for instance," he said. 

The diet needs to be cultivated 
on an individual basis, Fisch said. 
Because there are variations in 
the disease, the diet for each vic
tim must be adjusted according
ly. "This is an individualizing 
process. Through various tests 
and growth patterns we can devise 
the optimum diet for each child 
most of the time," he said. 

Lofenalac is "the principal source 
of protein and calories" for the 
children who are taking it, 
whereas those taking Nofenalac 
are allowed greater amounts of 
other foods, mainly fruits and veg
etables. Lofenalac is essentially an 
infant formula, Fisch said. As the 
children get older they require 
larger amounts of other foods . 
Nevertheless, the substance " is 
still the major source of food" for 
those on the diet. 

The diet "is both a reflection of the 
severity of the disease and the de
gree to which parents are willing 
to cooperate," Fisch said. "Feed
ing is a primitive instinct and an 
expression of love. We love to see 
our children eat. Toward a child 
with PKU, a restriction of feeding 
is the proper expression of love. 
This is incredibly difficult. 

"The process must be reversed all 
through the extended family. We 
encourage grandparents to attend 
conferences at the clinic so that 
they can help the parents manage 
the child's diet. It takes a great 
family to do it well. Everybody 
must be working at it." 

Are children with PKU faced with 
the prospect of staying on the diet 
for a lifetime? Should teenagers 
have to subsist on what is essen
tially an infant formula? "These 
are very complex and difficult 
questions," Fisch said. "In the 
past, when the mentally retarded 
were ordinarily put into institu
tions, PKU was an expensive, sad 

ii; story. Today they are in an ordi
~ nary social and educational en
~ vironment, no longer isolated. 

"We must learn to look at the 
whole picture, not just the intelli
gence level of the child. There are 
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Pi-Nian Chang 

social and emotional and growth 
considerations that must be taken 
into account. Sometimes stopping 
the diet is just a formality because 
the parents never enforced it." 

When Fisch does recommend that 
the diet be stopped, he urges that 
it be withdrawn gradually. "I can 
remember a case of a 12-year-old 
boy we removed from the ·diet. His 
parents took him to the closest 
hamburger shop where he ate all 
those foods he couldn' t eat before. 
Soon he was back at the clinic, vio
lently sick." 

Fisch said the incident reminded 
him of a time in his own life when 
he drank too much milk and got 
sick. That was just after being 
freed from a Nazi concentra-
tion camp. 

The family 

PKU is a family affair. Not only 
must parents and siblings cope 
with the victim's extraordinary 
needs, but siblings may be carriers 
of the recessive gene that produces 
the disease. 

If both parents are carriers of the 
gene, chances are that one out of 

four of their children will have 
PKU and two will be carriers. 

George and Anita Anfang of Ma
plewood, Minnesota, were not so 
fortunate in this respect. The 
Anfangs have three childr~n. All 
of them have PKU. In another re
spect, however, they have over
come the odds: the Anfang family 
is a model for successful treatment 
of the disease. 

The Anfangs had never heard of 
the disease until after the birth of 
their second child. Their first 
child, Kathy, now 29 years old, 
was admitted to University Hospi
tals in 1953 "because she had ten
sion tremors and she wasn't doing 
the things she was supposed to be 
doing at her age," her mother said. 
The disease went undetected. 

In 1954, after the birth of Jeff and 
the discovery that he was re
tarded, doctors tested for the dis
ease. The tests registered positive 
and the Anfangs were informed 
that they were carriers. Little could 
be done at that time because the 
diet hadn't been developed. 

When Mrs. Anfang discovered she 
was pregnant five years later, she 
immediately got in touch with 
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University Hospitals. Andrea, 
born in 1960, was placed on Lofen
alac nine days after she was born 
and stayed on it for 11 years. 

"It really wasn't that bad," said 
Andrea, who today is studying for 
an associate degree in child devel
opment at Lakewood Community 
College. "I remember that I sort of 
liked the stuff." 

"That's right, she actually liked 
it," recalled Mr. Anfang. "She was 
excellent, had great self-control. 
She never cheated once." 

The diet was very strict. It con
sisted of so many grams a day of 
Lofenalac plus morsels of fruit and 
vegetables, all carefully weighed. 
Sometimes it involved oddities 
like rice for breakfast and lettuce 
for lunch and frozen Lofenalac to 
substitute for ice cream at birthday 
parties. Flavored ice and artificial 
bread were also part of Andrea's 
fare, as were some sweets and 
cereals. 

Mrs. Anfang became quite adept 
at preparing recipes within the 
restrictions of the PKU diet. And 
she informed others, including 
school officials, about Andrea's 
special diet. 

"Good relatives, friends, and 
neighbors can make all the differ
ence in the world," said Mrs. An
fang. "We got great cooperation 
from everyone." 

In withdrawing from the diet, 
Andrea drank less of the formula 
each day for about six weeks. She 
added bread, sweet rolls, and fi
nally steak to her diet. "I had never 
had as much as a sliver of steak up 
till then," she said. 

J.t,Andrea ever decides to have 
children, she will have to go back 
on the diet. "I'm sure it would be a 
lot harder now," she said. But 
even with the diet doctors believe 
that women with PKU who want 
to bear children are taking big 
chances. 

The extended family of a child 
with PKU is routinely tested to see 
if any members are carriers of the 
recessive gene that causes the dis
ease. Aunts and uncles on both 
sides of Andrea's family are carri
ers of PKU. 

Kathy and Jeff get along in spite of 
their handicap. Kathy works as a 
kitchen aide at a vocational school, 
and Jeff goes daily to a community 
activity center where he swims, 
plays basketball, and makes hand
icrafts. He has a part-time job at 
the center. 

"Our main concern is what will 
happen to Kathy and Jeff when 
we're gone," Mrs. Anfang said. "If 

only we could live to be 100 or 150 
years old to take care of them. If 
only they would have had half the 
chance that Andrea had." 

The team 

The PKU clinic uses a team ap
proach to treating the disease. Be
sides Fisch, the team includes a 
dietitian, a psychologist, and a 
social worker. 

Dorothy Markowitz is the Univer
sity Hospitals dietitian who con
sults with the families to make 
sure that the diet is being properly 
managed. 

'Ehe diet has remained basically 
the same since it was developed in 

Marsha Zuckerman 

the mid-1950s, Markowitz said. 
Some things have changed, how
ever-mainly attitudes toward 
certain foods. 

For example, the popular attitude 
toward sugar, which PKU patients 
can have, is not as favorable as it 
used to be. And the health food 
movement has had a mixed effect 
on the willingness of some parents 
to implement a strict PKU diet: the 
preference for fruit and vegetables 
is good but the preference for 
cereal is not so good. 

"As a group, these parents co
operate more than any other 
group that needs to put its chil
dren on a special diet because of 
chronic illness," Markowitz said. 
"Still, some of the parents are 
skeptical about the need for it." 

Markowitz currently is rewriting a 
PKU diet instruction book to make 
it more convenient for parents. 
Some parents also make use of a 
cookbook produced by the Uni
versity of Wisconsin at Madison, 
she said. 

Marsha Zuckerman, a University 
Hospitals social worker, counsels 
PKU families and helps them find 
financial assistance. "I try to hook 
them up with the right financial 
resources." 

The two principal resources are 
the Service for Children with 

Handicap (SCH), a federal assis
tance program, and Women, In
fants, and Children (WIC), a 
federal program for low-income 
people. 

"The SCH program can help fami
lies pay for clinic visits and the diet 
on a cost-share basis--anywhere 
from $50 to $1,750 a year," Zucker
man said. (The cost of the diet 
formula is something over a thou
sand dollars annually for each pa
tient.) SCH will pay up to$10,000 a 
year for medical expenses. The 
WIC program provides low-in
come families with redeemable 
coupons to help pay for the diet 
formula. 

Pi-Nian Chang is a pediatric psy
chologist who helps families deal 
with the myriad difficulties that 

Dorothy Markowitz 

invariably arise in treating the 
disease. 

"The majority of parents are very 
devoted to maintaining the diet," 
Chang said. "The fact that we get 
almost 100 percent cooperation 
from the families for research 
studies is an indication of that de
votion and of how much Dr. Fisch 
is trusted." 

The biggest behavioral problems 
are limited to just a few families, 
the problems resulting from ne
glect and abuse of the child. "What 
is most frustrating is that some
times we can see the child deterio
rate for lack of proper attention," 
Chang said. 

But most families, to one degree or 
another, go through a denial 
phase once the disease is detected, 
he said. "The denial is normal. We 
expect it. But it has to be worked 
through before the family can 
learn to cope. 

"Remember that there is a treat
ment for PKU, but not a cure. In 
our society we expect instant diag
nosis and treatment for disease 
and illness. In PKU the treatment 
is everyday. Sometimes there is an 
accumulation of frustration lead
ing to complicated social and be
havioral problems," Chang said. 

Success in treating the disease " is a 
reflection of how cohesive the 
family is. This disease can be emo
tionally devastating to a family. 

But at least there is a treatment that 
can prevent mental retardation," 
he said. Families in which the 
older children are retarded be
cause the disease was untreated 
can better appreciate the necessity 
of the strict regimen for the young
er children, Chang said. 

Chang also counsels parents about 
their child's social and psychologi
cal development. Behavioral dis
orders among children with PKU 
are usually of two types: neuro
psychological and emotional. The 
former manifests itself in hyperac
tivity, a short attention span, and 
mild seizures, all most apparent in 
untreated children. 

The common social and emotional 
problems are low self-concept, 
passivity, and overdependence, 
Chang said. "The state provides 
pre-school development pro
grams, where children who show 
signs of development delay can 
catch up with other children by the 
time they enter kindergarten." 
Each county in the state admin
isters such a program, he said. 

Chang provides vocational coun
seling to PKU patients in their late 
teens. Often they have trouble 
holding on to jobs and making the 
necessary social adjustments dur
ing that difficult period of growth, 
Chang said. Similar difficulty is 
sometimes experienced by the sib-

~ ;z lings of PKU victims, he said. 
E 
~ "We've been studying the inci

dence of schizophrenia in PKU 
families," Chang said. "Though 
the incidence is not high among 
the parents, the male PKU victims 
and to a lesser extent the male sib
lings show a high incidence. We 
are finding that the siblings of any 
child with a chronic illness are 
more likely to have behavioral 
problems," he said_ 

"Any chronic illness is a family af
fair," Chang said. 

The outlook 

Reports from eastern Europe of a 
drop in IQ among children with 
PKU who went off the diet have 
generated interest in the U.S. Col
laborative Study of Children 
Treated for PKU, the first long
term study of the effectiveness of 
the diet. This continuing study of 
216 children was launched in the 
late 1960s. Researchers say they 
will have to follow the children 
through their teenage years before 
a firm conclusion can be reached. 

As a cautionary note, The Lancet, 
the prestigious British medical 
journal, editorialized that children 
with PKU "should be kept on a 
strict diet for as long as they will 
accept the restrictions or until the 
safety of stopping the diet at a par
ticular age has been shown." It 

added that a relaxed low-phenyl
alanine diet is better than no diet 
at all. 

But as difficult as the diet normally 
is to manage, perhaps the more 
serious concern to medical science 
is the prospect of women with 
PKU bearing children. Women 
with untreated cases of PKU al
most certainly have a high risk of 
giving birth to infants with major 
birth defects, with small heads or 
malformed hearts. Whether those 
who have been treated have a 
lower risk is not known yet. 

"This is very complex and very dif
ficult," said Fisch, whq along with 
Chang provides genetic counsel
ing as part of the PKU program. 
"~Vhat is genetic counseling? 
What use is it if we tell the parents 
of the possibilities and the risks 
and only one listens? 

"My advice is that women with 
PKU shouldn' t have children of 
their own," he said. "But if they 
decide to have children anyway, 
then I insist that they see me 
before conception. This requires 
incredible comprehension, com
munication, cooperation, and 
planning. It takes an exceptional 
woman, and a woman suffering 
from PKU is at a disadvantage 
already." 

According to Fisch, a baby with 
PKU may already have been dam
aged at birth, so women with the 
disease should start a low phenyl
alanine diet before conception. 
But even if the baby is phyl!ically 
normal, it is itself restricted to the 

'-diet, and thus the problem enters 
the second generation. 

Fisch and his cohorts were the first 
to predict that the breast milk of a 
mother with PKU would contain 
high concentrations of phenyl
alanine. Breast feeding is pro
scribed for those women. 

"We are seeing just the top of the 
problem of PKU right now," Fisch 
said. "Our research is showing us 
that the disease is far more than 
just a biochemical disorder that 
can be managed by a special diet. 

"The fact that we can control the 
serum concentration of phenyl
alanine does not mean we totally 
understand the disease," he said. 
"We have to be concerned not only 
with detecting and treating PKU 
but also with encouraging genetic 
counseling of prospective parents. 

"Genetic counseling is available to 
those who listen, this is what I 
say," Fisch said. "Society is re
sponsible for the genetic well
being of future generations." 

As a French scientist Fisch loves to 
quote once remarked: "There is no 
victory in biological science." 
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U of M Bucks the Tide, 
Is Viewed as Good Investment 
by William Hoffman 

In a time of double-digit inflation 
and fiscal belt-tightening, the Uni
versity is being seen as a worthy 
investment. 

The University ranked sixth 
among the nation's colleges and 
universities in the amount of 
money received from private 
sources in 1977-78, according to 
figures compiled by the Council 
for Financial Aid to Education in 
its most recent annual survey. 

In 1977-78, the University received 
$34.5 millicn from private sources, 
including corporations, founda
tions, and alumni and other 
individuals. The only public insti
tution of higher education to re
ceive more private support was 
the University of California. 

"Our overall record in private 
fund raising is impressive," Presi
dent C. Peter Magrath said. "We 
are grateful to those private 
foundations and supporters who 
recognize that an _investment in_ 
the University of Minnesota is 
among the best investments that 

Robert Odegard 

can be made." Magrath com
mended the efforts of the Univer
sity of Minnesota Foundation and 
the development office. 

Robert Odegard, executive direc
tor of the foundation and associate 
vice president for development 
and alumni relations, said that the 
1978-79 period will show a 9.2 per
cent increase in private gifts--to a 
total of $37.8 million. This does not 
include recent gifts from Control 
Data Corporation ($2.3 million to 
the Institute of Technology), the 
McKnight Foundation ($1 million 
for merit scholarships), and a 

number of business and industry 
grants to the College of Business 
Administration that total $3.5 
million. 

A number of things account for the 
high level of private support, ac
cording to Odegard and John 
Whaley, director of development. 
Perhaps the most important is that 
the University is looked upon fa
vorably by most Minnesotans. 

"Surveys show that more than 80 
percent of the people in the state 
approve of the University," Ode
gard said. That is a high rating at a 
time when other public institu
tions are suffering from a lack of 
public confidence in them. 

Another factor is the "enlightened 
attitude toward philanthropy" in 
the area. "There are all sorts of 
philanthropic activities going on 
here," Odegard said, noting the 
generosity of business corpora
tions, foundations, and individu
als alike. "People appreciate what 
the University has done for them." 

People who give to the University 
benefit in tax savings, Odegard 
said, and a corollary to the Univer
sity's donor education program is 
more donations to other organiza
tions in the community. 

Finally, heads of various Univer
sity units "are moving in new and 
exciting ways to cultivate interest 
and generate support from busi
ness, industry, and their own 
alumni," Whaley said. The Col
lege of Business Administration 
has been remarkably successful in 
this respect, he said. 

Gifts from individuals often have 
an interesting story behind them, 

§ Odegard said. Among the most 
~ curious is that of Luckie Waller. 
t3 

Waller had_had no contact with his 
alma mater following his gradua
tion from the University in 1926 
and his subsequent move to Cali
fornia, where he made a fortune in 
citrus ranching and real estate. 
One day Waller received an invita
tion to his 50-year class reunion, so 
he thought it was a good time to 
advise University officials that he 
had decided to leave the Univer
sity part of his estate. Except for 
his wife, he had no heirs. 

Since Waller's death in 1976, the 
University has received several 
million dollars from the Waller 
trust fund. Some of the money has 
been used to provide scholarships 
and some to support the regents' 
professorship program. 

Cleveland To Head Humphrey Institute 
Harlan Cleveland, former U.S. ambassador to NATO, was 
named director of the Hubert H. Humphrey Institute of Public 
Affairs in February. Cleveland has served as president of the 
University of Hawaii and as assistant secretary of state during the 
Kennedy administration, and has been director of international 
affairs at the Aspen Institute in Princeton, New Jersey, since 
1974. He will begin his full-time duties at the Humphrey Institute 
August 1. 

Change of Name, Change of Address, 
Getting Off Our List 

If the post office is charging you for your issues of Update lately, chances 
are you've gotten married or moved. Check carefully and see if this isn't 
the case. 

To change your name or address on our mailing list, send us your current 
mailing label along with your !lew name or address. 

If you no longer wish to receive Update, or if you are receiving extra 
copies that you don't want, send us the mailing label from the copy you 
don't want and we'll take it off our list. 

attach mail label here 

0 Change name or address to: 0 Remove from mailing Jist. 

Send to Update, University Relations, S-68 Morrill Hall, 
100 Church Street S.E., University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, 
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Sleuth of Antiquity Uncovers 
Demons and Misogynists 
by Paul Dienhart 

There's something about Gerald 
Erickson that conjures up images 
of Sherlock Holmes, master 
detective. 

It's not just that Erickson smokes a 
pipe, wears Irish tweed sport
coats, and has an office in 309-A 
Folwell Hall, an edifice of high 
ceilings, marble walls, and carved 
woodwork that recalls Holmes's 
abode at 221-B Baker Street. Like 
a detective, Erickson makes 
connections. 

From the shadowy byways of an
tiquity, this classics professor 
traces connections to today. From 
the origins of devil possession to 
early Christianity to Hippocratic 
cures for hysteria to the phenome
nal success of The Exorcist. From 
wife abuse in ancient Athens to the 
fall of Greece to the women's liber
ation movement. 

Come, Watson, the game's afoot. 

A devilish attraction 

"There's this cute little girl, see, 
and she's possessed by the devil. 
All of a sudden she's spinning her 
head around like Howdy Doody, 
floating around the room and talk
ing like a longshoreman with can
cer of the larynx. Maybe we can 
even have her vomit green slime 
on Richard Burton." 

Somewhere along the line, some
body must have said something 
like this. The funny thing is, they 
were right. From the huge success 
of Peter B!atty' s The Exorcist and its 
B-grade offspring, one must con
clude that people are fascinated 
with devil possession. 

To understand this modern fasci
nation, Erickson examined the 
golden age of devil possession, the 
Roman Empire in the first century 
A.D. His investigation resulted in a 
paper on the origins of devil pos
session published in the Journal of 
Popular Culture. 

By the first century, Erickson said, 
possession had become a plague to 
the Romans, while only 500 years 

earlier it had been regarded as a 
blessing that happened only to a 
lucky few. In the fifth century B.C., 
possession was usually by a god. 
The famous oracle at Delphi was a 
woman possessed by the god 
Apollo. She could tell the future, a 
service much in demand. Offer
ings were accepted, and the 
wealth at Delphi became 
legendary. 

and their homes were run by 
slave labor." 

It was generally accepted among 
ancient physicians that hysteria 
resulted from an unsatisfied 
womb, which was forced to wan
der inside the female's body. The 
prescription for bringing the 
womb home to rest was increased 
sexual activity. But the early Chris-

to touch a woman," Paul wrote, 
but allowed that "it is better to 
marry than to burn." The Gospel 
of St. Matthew mentions "eu
nuchs who have castrated them
selves for the kingdom of 
heaven." Thousands did castrate 
themselves. 

Others ran from the temptations of 
civilization. In the fourth century 

called an agapetae, sometiiJles 
sleeping in the same bed. Stern 
letters from church fathers quickly 
put an end to this system of lust 
control. 

Considering this attitude toward 
sex, it must have been intoler
able for the early Christians to 
agree that it could have thera
peutic effects. So men couldn't 

Gerald Erickson solves the mysteries of antiquity with the finesse of a Sherlock Holmes. Whether sleuthing or teaching, though, the classics 
professor seldom wears a deerstalker's cap. 

The reversal in the idea of posses
sion from godly to demonic 
puzzled Erickson. By putting to
gether ancient attitudes toward 
medicine, religion, sex, and gov
ernment, he's come up with an 
explanation. 

Erickson found evidence that 
there was an epidemic of hysteria 
in the first centuries A.D. "Hysteria 
seems to be a disease produced by 
certain,social conditions," Erick
son sa1d. "It was an especially 
frustrating time for women. They 
weren't allowed any real role. 
They had very limited participa
tion in government and the arts, 

tians found the medical cure for 
hysteria repugnant. 

"Revulsion toward the sexual had 
swept across the ancient world," 
Erickson said. "Even sex for repro
duction was in doubt since many 
of the early Christians believed 
they would witness the end of the 
world." The Gospel of St. Mark, 
written toward the end of the first 
century, said: "There are some of 
you standing here who will not 
taste death until they see the king
dom of God cpming in power." 

Erickson discovered that some of 
the early Christians went to bi
zarre lengths for the sake of celi
bacy. "It is good for a man not . 

the Egyptian desert swarmed with 
refugees from lust-estimates run 
as high as 22,000. 

St. Simeon Stylites carried escap
ism to new extremes. He spent 30 
years on top of a 60-foot pillar. 
Ropes cut his flesh, and the sores 
were infested with maggots. 
When worms fell from his body 
he would put them back saying, 
"Eat what God has given you." 

Others confronted lust head on, 
Erickson found. Celibates in some 
Christian communities lived with 
young virgins in an institution 

be hysterical because it was a 
women's illness, and women 
couldn't be hysterical because of 
the cure. Thus, Erickson con
cluded, many hysterical people 
were judged to be possessed by 
the devil. 

Erickson found evidence that de
monic possession was a real worry 
for the early Christians. In the 
Gospels written during this time, 
exorcism is one of the most fre
quent miracles performed by 
Jesus. The Apostles, too, were 
given the power "to cast out many 
demons." 

No doubt belief in demonic pos
session was aided by actual cases 
of hysteria. "But the times were 
right for the devil, too," Erickson 



said. "That's where the (;Oftnec
tion is with today. 

"I think it's a feeling of power
lessness that gives rise to interest 
in the occult. When reason and sci
ence don't work, you tum to the 
irrational." 

At the same time demons plagued 
Rome, the government was losing 
its power to correct problems, 
Erickson said. The slave labor sys
tem was falling apart. Much of the 
agricultural land had been ruined 
by bad management. Country 
people were migrating to the cit
ies, where they lived off the dole. 

"I think people are beginning to 
feel this kind of powerlessness 
again," Erickson said. "We aim for 
science to produce good, but it 
brings evils at the same time. For 
high productivity we produce 
smoke that falls back on us in the 
form of acid rain. As a nation we're 
experiencing powerlessness as 
never before." 

The case of the 
cloistered wives 

Few people in history have been as 
powerless as married women in 
ancient Greece. 

The golden age of Athens was 
also the golden age of male chau
vinism. But the women were 
avenged. In attaining the summit 
of sexism, the Greeks insured the 
fall of their society. 

That's what Erickson discovered 
when he put together a course 
called Eroticism and Family Life in 
the Greco-Roman World. He 
found that the ancient Greeks 
went to extremes that Hugh Hef
ner and Norman Mailer could only 
dream about. 

Greek wives were kept as virtual 
prisoners on the second floor of 
their homes. "Greek males felt 
that allowing their wives on the 
ground floor, with access to the 
door, had the potential for trou· 
ble," Erickson said. 

An Athenian murder case from the 
fifth century B.C. reveals the think
ing of the time. "The accused 
blamed all his troubles on the..stu
pid mistake of letting his wife out 
of the house to attend a funeral," 
Erickson said. "There she met her 
seducer." 

The plot thickened when the wife 
had to find some way to meet her 
lover. By irritating the baby to 
make it cry, she convinced her 
trusting husband that she had to 
switch quarters with him for a 
night. She would stay downstairs 
to be near a water supply for the 
sick baby. And that, ladies and 

gentlemen of the jury, gave her the 
opportunity to escape from her 
husband's house. 

Apparently the wife pulled this 
trick once too often, because the 
husband eventually caught the 
lovers in the act. The seducer was 
killed. The husband was acquit
ted; he was not a murderer, just a 

battle, some women stood in door
ways to inquire about their kin
folk. "The author was horrified," 
Erickson said. "He thought it was 
terribly shocking for respectable 
women to be at doorways." 

During social gatherings the wife 
remained under guard in an up
stairs chamber. "All the guests 

more interesting companions than 
the Athenian wives," Erickson 
said. 

The sole function of the wife was 
to provide legitimate heirs, Erick
son said. "Preserving a grrl's vir
ginity was crucial. Girls were 
married off between the ages of 14 
and 16 to men about twice their 
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Devils plagued the early Christians. St. Anthony, shown here in a 15th-century engraving by 
Martin Schongauer, attempted to escape by becoming a hermit in the Egyptian desert. As many as 22,000 
refugees hom lust followed his example. 

man foolish enough to let his wife 
get close to a door. 

Even the sight of women standing 
in doorways was too much for the 
sensibilities of Athenian males. A 
Greek historian wrote that when 
the army was returning from 

would be male," Erickson said. "If 
there were any females they were 
hetaerae-something like a Greek 
version of a geisha girl." 

Besides sex, the hetaera provided 
intimacy, something the Athenian 
male didn't require from his wife. 
Some hetaerae were educated, 
and a few became famous and in
fluential. "I'm sure they were far 

age. They were extremely naive, 
their only training being in keep
ing house. It's unlikely there could 
have been a social bond between 
husband and wife. 

"A female child was definitely a 

7 

·drag. Not only did she come en
tirely under the domination of an
other family when she married, 
but her father would have to pay a 
rather handsome bribe, known as 
a dowry, to get her married," 
Erickson said. 

"Getting Athenian males to marry 
seems to have been a continuing 
problem," ~ said. "And getting 
the husband to have relations with 
his wife was also a problem. Hus
bands, at one point, were urged to 
visit their wives at least two or 
three times a month so that the 
race of Athenians could be 
continued." 

Greek males had a tremendous 
fear of female sexuality, Erickson 
believes. Virginity was an obses
sion. "They even virginized the 
goddess of the hunt, Diana," 
Erickson said. "Diana started out 
as a fertility goddess, but by the 
time the Athenians got through 
with her she was a man-hating 
huntress, an asexual being." 

The segregation of women 
brought sexual tension, Erickson 
said. "It wasn't as if the women 
remained naive forever. There 
were intelligent women. They 
may have been allowed to go to the 
theater, where they would have 
seen examples of strong women. 
Medea, for example, killed her 
children out of hate for her hus
band, who behaved like a perfect 
Athenian husband." 

The sexual tension probably led to 
the downfall of Athens. 

Erickson agrees with a theory of 
Philip Slater's that Erickson ex
plains this way: "The Athenian 
mother would tend to be ambiva
lent toward her male child. He's 
her son, yet he's a representative 
of the male world that keeps her 
segregated. It's unlikely she'd be 
able to give her child her com
plete love. 

"A child learns who he is by the 
way other people look at him. If 
people are ambivalent, he's not 
going to have a very sure self
concept. The result was that the 
Athenian male was obsessed with 
proving his identity. Everything 
from sports to politics was made 
into a contest. That way the iden
tity of the winner and loser was 
clearly defined. 

"Athens fell amid great struggles 
for power. Leaders lost their effec
tiveness. Either the leader was 
resented and his orders not fol
lowed, or some nonthreatening 
nonentity was chosen to lead.~' 

As an extreme example of male 
chauvinism, ancient Athens pro
vides a particularly clear case of 
the result of sexism: destruction. 
"I think the thing that has to be 
made clear to males today is that 

Sleuth of antiquity, p. 15 

• 



8 

_Science, Technology, Health Car 
Monorails, Space ShuHles 
Seen ·on the Horizon 

by Mark E. Canney 

Science and technology in the 
1970s gave us our first look at the 
surface of Mars and the moons of 
Jupiter. They brought us a test 
tube baby and tried ,to tell us where
Skylab would fall. Through them 
we discovered both the usefulness 
and the fallibility of nuclear 
power. 

Terms like quark, quasar, black hole, 
recombinant DNA, silicon chip, and 
meltdown found their wav into the 
popular press and everyday 
language. 

No one knows what new discover
ies and scientific jargon the 1980s 
will bring, but the scientific and 
technological inroads made dur
ing the past decade can provide 
clues to what the next decade 
holds in store for us. 

The following is a composite of the 
major events University of Minne
sota researchers predict for their 
fields in the 1980s. 

f. Edward Anderson, professor of me
chanical engineering with special 
research interests in transportation: 
"All of the action in mass transpor
tation research will occur in Japan 
and Germany." 

Anderson blames institutional 
structures within the federal gov
ernment for the lack of United 
States research on mass transport 
systems. Germany and Japan have 
made great strides in the area of 
electrically powered mass transit 
systems, he said, and if the United 

States plans mass transit systems 
for its cities, it will have to import 
the hardware from Japan, Ger
many, or perhaps Canada. 

The type of mass transit system 
Anderson envisions is a narrow, 
electrically powered monorail 
system that will work like an ele
vator-the passenger will be deliv
ered to a destination selected with 
the push of a button. 

Lawrence Rudnick, assistant professor 
of astronomy: "There are a couple of 
events that will be important to 
astronomers in the eighties. One 
very important one will be the 
launching of the space shuttle." 

The space shuttle will enable as
tronomers to run on-board experi
ments that should yield a greater 
understanding of the universe, 
Rudnick-said. Astronomers will 
also get a better look at the 
universe after the planned launch
ing of an orbiting telescope, its 
range unhindered by earth's 
atmosphere. 

Kenneth Keller, head of chemical engi
neermg and materials science: "The 
most exciting advances of the 
eighties will be the use of hybrid 
organs in humans." 

A combination of natural tissue 
and mechanical devices to protect 
the tissue from rejection will make 
up the hybrid organ of the future, 
Keller said. The natural tissue 
will supply the patient with the 
products necessary for normal 
functioning-products such as 
hormones--and the mechanical 
device will provide protection for 
the tissue against natural rejection 
forces present in the body. 

Research on hybrid organs is now 
being done with animals, but Kel
ler predicts implantation of hybrid 
organs in humans during the next 
decade. 

Douglas Pratt, head of the botany de
partment, who has research interests 
in the use of biomass for energy: "The 
eighties should show a gradual 
move toward the decentralization 
of energy in the United States." 

Citing examples of the growing 
use of regional energy sources 

such as wood, wind, and solar en
ergy, Pratt said recognition that 
use of a single national source is 
inefficient will soon make regional 
sources of energy more feasible. 
Total decentralization of energy 
will not happen during the eight
ies, but regional energy sources 
will gain a foothold, he said. 

Raymond Sterling, director of the Un
derground Space Center: "I see a 
rapid increase in the number of 
earth-sheltered buildings in the 
eighties." 

The fact that earth-sheltered build
ings have little environmental or 

J. Edward Anderson 

George Freier 

visual impact combined with the 
fact that they are cost effective 
should give earth-sheltered hous
ing a boost, Sterling said. "I don't 

think earth-sheltered houses will 
take a pole position in the housing 
industry of the eighties, but there 
will be an increase in the number 
of such houses built." 

George Freier, physics professor and 
meteorology researcher: "Plans for 
investigating the effects of solar 
winds on our atmosphere will 
have a great impact on our ability 
to forecast the weather in the 
eighties." 

Better knowledge of atmospheric 
effects of solar winds will improve 
long-range weather forecasting 
and yield a more detailed synopsis 

the United States space program." 

Waddington predicts that the 
United States will no lol'lger 
launch satellites from the surface 
of the earth but from the space 
shuttle. "Russia sends ten satel
lites into orbit for every one the 
United States sends," he said. 
"The space shuttle should increase 
the number of satellite launches 
the United States can undertake." 

William Munro, professor of computer 
science: "Home computers will 
be as commonplace as the tele
vision." 

Munro stes the home computer 
being used for cooking, balancing 
the budget, shopping, and keep
ing track of daily responsibilities. 

Michael Hoffmann, associate professor 
of environmental engineering: "The 
technology will be available for al
leviating many of the pollution 
problems in the world. The ques
tion is whether or not it will be 
applied." 

The social, economic, and politi
cal structure of the eighties will 
determine whether the technol
ogy that is available is used, 

~ Hoffmann said. 
.E 

Douglas Pratt 

Kenneth Keller 

of weather effects, Freier said. 
"This type of weather forecasting 
will have an immense impact on 
the agricultural industry in the 
next decade." 

Cecil Waddington, professor of phys
ics, who has done research for NASA: 
"The launching of the shuttlecraft 
will have a tremendous impact on 

~ "The biggest concerns in the field 
of environmental protection in the 
eighties will have to be hazardous 
waste storage and the protection 
of water resources," he said. 
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A Peek Into the Near Future 
Crystal Ball Shows Concern 
Over Growing Medical Costs 

by Bob Lee 
and Paul Schurke 

The next decade will see a growing 
disenchantment with medical 
technology and an increasing em
phasis on personal responsibility 
for health, according to the crystal 
ball view of physician-researchers 
on the University's Twin Cities 
campus. 

William Fifer of the Center for 
Health Services Research and 
Charles Drage, professor of medi
cine, both predict a successful 
effort to contain rising medical 
costs and both envision health 
maintenance organizations as the 
catalyst. 

Velvl Greene, a professor of public 
health, believes health advances 
stemming from preventive mea
sures are the most cost effective, 
but he predicts that young people 
face a tremendous financial 
burden in caring for an increas
ingly older population . 

Transplant surgeon David Suther
land also anticipates continuing 
emphasis on preventive medicine 
while optimistically forecasting 
new successes in his own field. 
"We've begun using a technique 
to induce tolerance of the graft, 
irradiating the lymph system 
along with transplanting bone 
ma.rrow from the organ donor. In 
addition we are going to use a new 
drug called cyclosporin A that has 
been very effective in animal 
experiments." 

"Because of the increasing cost of 
technology, we must weigh 
carefully the cost effectiveness. 
Physicians, government, and con
sumers must all ask if the return 

is worth the expenditures," 
Drage said. 

Computer tomography scanners, 
which cost about $500,000, are 
now commonplace in Twin Cities 
hospitals. "If health care providers 
do riot monitor and control this 
kind of technology, government, 
business, or consumers will. Hos
pitals must cooperate. Some-

. body-doctors, administrators, 
engineers, scientists-must ask if 
this equipment is really needed," 
Drage said. 

Drage said he supports study of 
the clinical and cost effectiveness 
of new technology similar to the 
rigorous testing undergone by 
new drugs. 

David Sutherland 

Sutherland believes kidney trans
plants are cost effective. "Dialysis 
can keep people with end stage 
kidney disease alive, and it has a 
mortality rate similar to transplan
tation," he said. "But dialysis is far 
more expensive. It costs $20,000 a 
year compared with $15,000 for a 
transplant and $2,000 a year for 
postoperative medications." 

A successful pancreas transplant 
should be cost effective, he added, 
because it may prevent the sec
ondary complications of diabetes, 
which require expensive care. 

Fifer, who has been an advocate of 
quality assurance programs for· 
medicine for years, foresees a de
clining emphasis on costly medical 
technology. "We are beginning to 
realize that technology can't solve 
all our problems. Our economic 
resources are also limited, and we 
must face the health needs of a 

growing elderly population. Many 
older people have multiple chronic 
problems that don't easily lend 
themselves to a solution. 

"I believe we're already rationing 
today and must decide what form 
it will take in the future. Fee-for
service is a form of economic ra
tioning, but it's not very equitable. 
Perhaps the health establishment 
will just be given a set amount of 
money'· a percentage of the gross 
na tiona) product. " 

Greene suggested that more of 
that money needs to be redirected 
from treatmen_t- to prevention
oriented medicine. "Congress is 

Fifer and Drage are so convinced 
that HMOs will successfully con
tain health care costs that they 
don't think national health insur
ance will be enacted. 

"The national health insurance 
concept has been with us since 
Lyndon Johnson's Great Society;' 
Fifer said. "But now only about 
10 percent of our population is 
uninsured. A massive program 
of health insurance would be 
redundant." 

"It's a dead iss.ue," Drage said. 
"But some form of catastrophic ill
ness insurance may be necessary." 

spending its time thinking about Greene disagrees. He predicts that 
how to pay for~L we. ge~~t·-~=s,ome form of national insurance 

William Fifer 

sick," he said. 

Both Fifer and Drage said they see 
a shift from medical treatment to 
health maintenance and personal 
responsibility tied to financial 
incentives. 

"Wellness incentives" are already 
offered by some insurance compa
nies that have lower rates for 
nonsmokers and nondrinkers. 

The Twin Cities area has long been 
considered a guiding force in the 
trend toward health maintenance 
organizations (HMOs). An HMO 
has a natural incentive to be cost 
effective because it gets a fixed 
amount of money to work with, 
Fifer said. About 16 percent of the 
metropolitan population is cur
rently enrolled in the several local 
HMOs. Most of the physicians are 
also signed up, so they too have an 
incentive to keep their patients out 
of expensive hospital beds, 
he said. 

;. , 
~ 

will be established during the next 
five years, in which case, he said, 
"the United States as a whole will 
have a vested economic interest in 
promoting good health." 

Young people, he said, face an 
"actuarial time bomb." With a 
growing elderly population, the 
burden of health care costs will fall 
on a relatively small number of 
wage earners. "Good health, 
while up to the individual to di
rect, then becomes a community 
concern. If you are sick, it' s going 
to cost me. I want you to be well," 
he said. 

~ Drage said he thinks the news me
g dia will play a key role in creating a 

greater awareness of what individ
uals can do to prevent-illness. "As 
consumers are more involved 
they'll live longer, feel better, and 
save money on their insurance 
premiums." 

As our·knowledge of the epidemi
ologic factors that cause illness in
creases, the incidence of disease 
will decrease, Drage said. "Be
cause people have taken personal 
responsibility for dealing with 
smoking, drinking, obesity, and 
stress, we've seen a 20 percent 
drop in the death rate due to heart 
attacks." 

"But we're just beginning to invest 
people with the responsibility for 
their own hea!th," according to 
Fifer, who pointed out that alco
hol-related illness and chemical 

dependency are at the top of ad
missions lists at hospitals around 
the country. 

Both physicians said there is a real 
need for more information about 
preventive medicine. "We really 
don't know what works in public 
health and what doesn't," Fifer 
said. 

Greene, who has been a public 
health instructor for more than 20 
years, said a surveillance system is 
needed to determine which 
preventive health measures are ef
fective. He added that wide ac
ceptance of health maintenance 
practices will require a wholesale 
change in attitudes. 

"People in public health are just 
beginning to get into the field of 
behavior modification," Greene 
said. And they are finding it a diffi
cult task. "Prevention is a long
term, undramatic, unromantic 
sort of thing. It has to be ap
proached the same way a football 
team approaches the big game: be
fore playing on that glorious fall 
d,ily, you have to sweat a Jot in 
July." 

Greene advocates establishment 
of an outreach program to encour
age health maintenance practices 
among people in rural areas, and 
cites the county agriculture exten
sion system as a model. 

While none of the physicians 
questioned the availability of re
search money to investigate epide
llliological factors (work, stress, 
the environment), Sutherland and 
Drage are concerned about the di
minishing dollar for basic science 
research. 

They said it is essential to under
stand the disease process in the 
cell and "unless we know how the 
cell works it will inhibit medical 
advances." 

It is apparent to all four physicians 
that continued medical progress 
depends on an aware, responsible 
public, prevention-oriented phy
sicians, and generous support of 
research in preventive medicine 
and basic science. 
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'What? Sorry, No Comprendo.' 
Foreign Languages: A National Scandal, a Local Revival 
by Paul Dienhart 

Roxie Silbaugh amazed the people 
of Turkey: she was an American, 
yet she could speak Turkish. 
Incredible. 

"Even though they resent it, peo
ple in other countries have gotten 
to the point where they really 
don't expect Americans to know 
their language," Silbaugh said. 
"In Turkey, they're absolutely 
thrilled if an American can put five 
or six Turkish words together. 
Most of the embassy people can't 
manage even that." 

Silbaugh studied for a year at a 
Turkish university because she 
wanted to learn about another cul
ture. She learned the language by 
talking to the friends she made. 
Now she helps arrange similar ex
periences for other Americans 
through the University's Interna
tional Study and Travel Center. 

The ugly American 

The United States' illcompetence in 
foreign languages is scandalous .... 
Nothing less is at issue than the 
nation's security. 

These statements are from the 
report of the President's Commis
sion on Foreign Language and 
International Studies. The Com
mission found in 1979 that fewer 
than 1 percent of American high 
school students study a foreign 
language for four years, and only 
15 percent take any language 
courses at all. 

There are more teachers of English 
in the USSR than there are stu
dents of Russian in the United 
States. 

The argument that English will be
come the universal language just 
isn't holding up, the report found. 
Americans can no longer afford to 
wait for everyone else to learn 
English. 

"For a long time, if you wanted to 
deal with the United States-and 
everyone had to deal with the 
United States-you had to know 
English. Things have changed," 
said Peter Robinson, chairman of 
the University's French and Italian 
department. "Japan, the Soviet 
Union, Germany, the Middle East, 
and China have emerged as forces 
in the world. They're nationalistic 
enough so that if we want some-

**ras d'la merde de chien 
SU' ta chaussure! 

*\bu have dung on your shoe. **You have dog dung on your shoe! 

thing from them they'll insist we 
use their languag~." 

If you wonder why the United 
States trade deficit is running $29 
billion a year, consider that there 
are 10,000 Japanese salesmen in 
New York who all speak perfect 
English. Very few of the 1,000 
American salesmen in Japan speak 
Japanese. 

If you wonder how a huge mob 
could take over an American em
bassy with no advance warning, 
consider that only two of the sixty
some embassy employees spoke 
Persian, the language of Iran. 

Even in the United States, English 
does not have sole reign. Spanish 
is the official second language of 
New Mexico and California. 
Nearly half the students in the Los 
Angeles school system are His
panic; English is their ~,>econd lan
guage. Three television stations in 
Chicago broadcast in Spanish. The 
largest minority group in Minne
sota?-Hispanic people. 

In the United States, money for 
foreign language programs has 

followed the political winds. The 
first big push came after World · 
War II. Then there was the post
Sputnik boom, the big valley of 
detente, and the rising interest as
sociated with the present saber 
rattling. The President's language 
commission was savvy enough to 
use "national security" as one of 
its major arguments for language 
study. 

There's a mood of optimism in 
most of the University's language 
departments. Students seem to be 
increasingly interested in lan
guages, not because they're par
ticularly interested in national 
security, but because they realize a 
second language might help get 
them a job. 

"We get an awful lot of students 
coming in here," said Caesar 
Farah, who heads the Arabic pro
gram. "Almost any American 
who's fluent in Arabic has unlim
ited job potential. In fact, I think 
you'll find more people from Min
nesota working in Saudi Arabia 
than from any other state I 
know of." 

There are 100 students in begin
ning Chinese. One of the depart-

ment's best students is now in law 
school: he felt it wouldn't hurt a 
lawyer's career to know Chinese. 
Another student is very delib
erately pursuing a business degree 
while studying Chinese and 
Japanese. 

Even Latin, the so-called dead lan
guage, is making a comeback. 
"The students tee! it's practical. It 
helps them build their vocabulary 
and understand the terms of sci
ence," said Gerald Erickson, direc
tor of the undergraduate Latin 
program. 

The big three 

Spanish, French, German. The 
three most popular languages on 
campus expect to have 1,100 to 
1,500 students who won't be able 
to get into language classes next 
year. Present classes are over
crowded. 

"Enrollment is up more than 10 
percent in the past 10 years. But 
the faculty was retrenched 20 per
cent and the teaching assistants 
have been cut back even more," 
Robinson said of French and Ital
ian courses. 

"Students need language coyrses 
for a liberal arts degree," he said. 
"Courses fill up fast, and because 
it's a sequence of at least three lan
guage courses, students can't put 
off enrolling too long. By the end 
of the sophomore year panic sets 
in." 

Last fall, for the first time, the 
Spanish department was unable to 
enroll all the students who wanted 
to take courses. 

There's a simple reason for the en
rollment increases. There are more 
students on campus who have 
a language requirement. The 
strange thing is that the number of 
majors has remained steady in 
French and Spanish and decreased 
only slightly in German. 

It's strange because the traditional 
employment for language majors 
is teaching, a job market that has 
dried up. The alternative is the 
double major: use language skills 
to make you more employable in 
another field. 

Many of the language depart
ments are counseling their stu
dents to plan double majors. "The 
doubling up makes for more 
specific job skills," said Thomas 
Plummer; chairman of the Ger
man department. "A person with 
a double major in German and 
business could study economics at 
a German university for a year, 
gaining fluency and business cred
its at the same time." 

"We promote Spanish as a good 
companion for majors in fields like 
journalism, bu~iness, and agricul
ture," said Nicholas Spadaccini, 
chairman of the Spanish and 
Portuguese department. 

Students are leading Spanish
language tours at the zoo and the 
Science Museum, ar.d the news
letter for Spanish majors lists 
openings for Spanish-speaking 
volunteers at hospitals, legal clin
ics, and community organizations. 
A spring seminar for seniors will 
concentrate on putting the stu
dents' language skill to work in the 
community. "It will remind them, 
just before they graduate, that 
they can make use of those skills," 
Spadaccini said. 

The newsletter also includes such 
items as the date of the law school 
admission test. "We think it's per
fectly correct for a Spanish major 
to have the option to go to law 
school," Spadaccini said. 

This kind of activitv answers one 
criticism in the rep~rt of the Presi-
Foreign languages, p. 15 



Tell Them Erasmus of Rotterdam Sent You 
by Paul Dienhart 

It was not your typical student 
rally. 

The signs carried slogans like 
"Step Down to the Low Coun
tries," "Get Your Kicks From 
Wooden Shoes," and "For 
Cheese's Sake, Take Dutch!" 

But then, the University of Minne
sota's Dutch program is not a typi
cal college language program. 

It began in 1971, a relatively flush 
period for languages, when the 
German department asked faculty 
member Ray Wakefield to teach a 
Dutch course. Wakefield expected 
to get two or three students, but 
the turnout was close to 30. "They 
obviously didn't come simply to 
satisfy a requirement. They were 
willing to work extra hours. It was 
fantastic," Wakefield said. 

When money got tighter, Wake
field volunteered to teach Dutch 
on top of a full teaching load of 
German courses. "The enthusi
asm of the students made it impos
sible to walk away. I felt the 
program should continue its natu
ral growth or decline and not be 
nipped in the bud," Wake-
field said. 

There are close to 150 students in 
the Dutch program this year. And 
a major in Dutch studies, one of 
two such programs in the nation, 
is being offered for the first time 
this year. 

Credit for much of the success of 
the Dutch program must go to 
Wakefield, who is not your typical 
professor. He not only teaches lan
guages, he promotes them. 

Wakefield-who has been known 
to walk around campus in an 
Erasmus of Rotterdam costume 
answering the questions of the 
curious--rented a house near 
campus for some of his Dutch stu
dents. Christened Netherlands 
House, it was the scene of a birth
day party for the city of Rotterdam 
and of a campuswide smelt fry. It 
gave the students a chance to 
speak 0\ltch to one another, and 
when a Dutch writer visited the 
campus he moved in for a week 
and cooked Dutch specialties for 
the tenants. 

Netherlands House eventually be
came too big a financial burden for 
Wakefield, but he's found other 
original teaching methods. 

Dutch students study grammar on 
a computer program, proceeding 
at their own pace. They meet with 
the teacher one or two at a time to 
get tutorial help. At least once 
every two weeks there's an eve
ning gathering called a borrelpraat 

Ray Wakefield has been known to walk around campus dressed as 
Erasmus of Rotterdam, with willful intent to lure the curious into the 
Dutch program. 

-Dutch for a "drink and chat." 
It's the closest thing to a class. 

The government of the Nether
lands was so impressed with Min
nesota's Dutch program that, 
since 1976, it has provided the sal
ary for a visiting Dutch writer in 
residence. 

Wakefield also teaches intermedi
ate German. He and his colleagues 
agree that motivating students 
is the most important thing 
they have to do. "We left space 
in the class plan for a special 
project, something the teacher is 
especially interested in," Wake
field said. "We hoped the teach
er's excitement would spread 
to the students." 

One class explored German me
dia, another wrote and performed 
skits, another delved into German 
wine tasting. The latter project 
ended with a wine-tasting party. A 
wine expert who was invited to 
attend was shocked to discover 
that some of the students could 
identify more of the wines than he 
could. 

"The wine project was, of course, 
optional," Wakefield said, "but 
none of the students refused." 

Motivation is all-important in lan
guage instruction, Wakefield said. 
"Languages are very tricky for 
adults to learn. Without a stu
dent's desire to learn, you're not 
going to get too far." 

He admits that his teaching meth
ods won't work for everyone. "I 
have fun doing things that fit my 
rather theatrical nature. Those 
things wouldn't work for some 
teachers because students would 
spot it as phony. But there are 
hundreds of ways to motivate stu
dents that are consistent with a 
teacher's own personality." 

11 

Languages Help Rediscover 
Heritage of Immigrants 
by Paul Dienhart 

Rudolph Vecoli grew up in the 
Italian section of a small factory 
town in Connecticu~ He spoke 
Italian before he learned English. 

Now he's the director of the Uni
versity's Immigration History Re
search Center. Sitting in a building 
full of ethnic newspapers and doc
uments, all printed in native lan
guages, he sometimes wonders 
how the United States could have 
failed to become the nation richest 
in languages and ethnic culture. 

Then he remembers growing up in 
that Connecticut factory town. 

"I went through a period when I 
tried to reject my heritage," he 
said. "A foreign language was a 
mark of inferiority, ridiculed by 
other kids and not tolerated by 
teachers. The last thing a kid 
wants is to be different." 

When he went to college he stud
ied French. " It never occurred to 
me to study Italian. That was 
something I wanted to leave 
behind." 

He still speaks Italian with his 
,._ mother. "It's a language that 
~ seems to be attached to a different 
§ part of me, a more emotional part. 
E- I can express things in Italian that 

don't come across in English. En
glish was my second language and 
it seems more mechanical, more 
tied to reason and logic. 

"It's the most natural thing in the 
world for a language to perpetuate 
itself. It's the first thing you learn 
from your parents. The elimina
tion of foreign languages from 
this country was very deliberate. 
Some scholars have called it 
'linguicid.e .' " 

Dropping the mother tongue was 
part of what it took for immigrants 
to fit the American mold. "Forcing 
people into a mold caused a lot of 
misery," Vecoli said. "There was a 
model American, like Jack Arm
strong the all-American boy, and 
most people couldn't quite make 
it. They changed their names, 
fixed their noses, and tried 
to pass." 

Iowa actually had a law during 
World War I that prohibited the 
speaking of a foreign language in a 
public place. 

"In the past 10 years there's been a 
healthy shift toward accepting 
one's self and national origins. It 
began with the black pride move
ment and -spread to other ethnic 
groups," Vecoli said. 

It's time for the University to get 
more involved in the ethnic move
ment, Vecoli S<!id. "We need to 
do more to serve the ethnic 
communities. 

"Just visit northeast Minneapolis. 
There are all kinds of ethnic 
groups that could provide political 

Rudolph Vecoli 

and community support to lan
guage programs. The University 
isn't doing enough to reach these 
people. 

"I'm afraid there might be some 
snobbery involved. These people 
aren't intellectuals who are con
cerned with literature. But they 
have as much right to outreach 
programs as the Minnesota farmer 
with a sick hog. 

"And the advantages would be 
mutual. I sense a lot could be done 
to create the right climate for 
studying languages. Students 
who find value in their heritage are 
more likely to study a language." 

.· 
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Blind Tom: 
The Enslavement of a Musical Genius 
by Paul Dienhart 

Blind Tom was a living wonder 
back in the 1860s, '70s, and '80s. 
He could play two different tunes 
on the piano and sing a third in his 
rich baritone voice-all at the same 
time. And the showstopper was 
when someone came on stage to 
play a complicated original piece 
and Blind Tom would play it back 
note for note after hearing it 
just once. 

Even if you hadn't seen Bli.nd Tom 
in one of his concert tours across 
North America and Europe, you 
probably would have read about 
his court trials. There were three 
big legal battles over who would 
control his career. 

But bv the time Geneva Southall 
heard about Blind Tom in the 
1960s he had become a curious 
footnote in music texts: a blind 
idiot, born a slave, who had a 
freakish musical abilitv. One mod
em critic called him a "musically 
inclined human parrot." 

Southall, head of Afro-American 
studies on the Twin Cities cam
pus, was interested enough to 
search for somt> original composi
tions by Blind Tom. She discov
ered a few, and right away she 
knew something was wrong. 

"I said, 'Wait a minute, this idiot 
business can't be true.' I felt he 
deserved a place in history as a 
serious composer," Southall said. 

When she decided to find out 
more about Blind Tom she uncov
ered something truly shocking. 
His musical genius had been in
credibly exploited. Blind Tom was 
virtually a slave until the day he 
died in 1908. 

"I've lived with the Blind Tom 
story for over 10 years now," 
Southall said. Her research has re
sulted in the first volume of a • 
three-volume book, Blind Tom. 
The first book takes Tom from his 
birth in 1849 through his first 
guardianship trial in 1~5. 

Few people could be more quali
fied than Geneva Southall to tell 
Blind Tom's story: she's a concert 
pianist with a Ph. D. in the music of 
the 19th century. 

"Tom has to be viewed as one of 
the most amazing musical prodi
gies ever known," Southall said. 

His musical abilities were so 

Blind Tom was thought to be an idiot with a freakish musical ability. Instead he was a musical genius who 
was virtually a slave until the day he died, in 1908. 

evident that, by the time he 
was four years old, he became a 
house pet of his master's family. 
The children exhibited Tom 
around Columbus, Georgia, and 
their mother gave Tom piano les
sons. Tom's composition "The 
Rainstorm" was published when 
he was five. 

His master, General James Be
thune, soon became interested in 
the pet. Bethune was a highly re
spected lawyer and the editor of a 
secessionist newspaper. In 1857 
he promoted concerts in Colum
bus and Atlanta for his eight-year
old slave. Tom played music of 
Beethoven and Mozart and his 
own compositions. 

In 1858 Bethune hired Tom out on 
a three-year contract for the then 
remarkable sum of $15,000. A 
steamboat tour of the South 
brought $50,000 before it was in
terrupted by preparations for the 
Civil War. 

Tom's concerts included crowd
pleasing stunts like playing with 
his back to the piano and doing 
piano impressions of the sounds of 
nature and machines. But he also 
played improvisations on popular 
ballads and operatic airs, the 
kind of thing other 19th-century 
pianists were doing. Most of 
his improvisations were never 
written down. 

His surviving compositions show 
a startling sensitivity to sounds. 
He composed "The Battle of 
Manassas" when he was 15. 
It's full of the sounds of brass 
bands, troop trains, cannon fire 
and drums. The music reveals the 
ebb and flow of battle, and the 
piece ends with a waltzlike treat
ment of "The Star-Spangled Ban
ner." Southall calls it "one of the 
most musically rewarding docu
ments of the Civil War." The 
Bethunes called it "a knockout 
with the average audience." 

In 1864, with the Union army in
vading Georgia, General Bethune 
had Tom's parents--who were 
still his slaves--put their marks on 
an indenture agreement. Bethune 
would manage Tom, Tom's par
ents would get a home and $500 a 
year, and Tom would get $20 
a month and 2 percent of the 
net profit. 

No sooner did Bethune start a tour 
of the North than he was slapped 
with a lawsuit that became a na
tional sensation. A black man from 
the northern city of Cincinnati 



claimed he had signed an agree
ment with Bethune to become 
Tom's guardian. It was a civil war 
in miniature. 

But Cincinnati was a border city, 
heavily dependent on the South 
for trade. The city's forgive-and
forget attitude was evident in the 
judge's verdict: he turned over 
Tom, "a mentally defective eccen
tric," to Bethune, "a good and 
humane slavemaster." 

Geneva Southall 

There were howls of outrage from 
newspapers like the New York 
Times, but it was all publicity for 
Bethune. He took Tom to Europe, 
where the London concerts alone 
broughtin$100,000. The Bethunes 
were getting rich. They bought a 
stable and named a racehorse 
Blind Tom. 

Their affluence was aided by 
Tom's playing three to four con
certs a day. "There were long peri
ods when he was made to play, 
play, play," Southall said. "In 1866 
he was supposed to play a week in 
New York; he was there five 
weeks. That's the pattern from 
1866 to 1885. He was even one of 
the featured performers at Phila
delphia's centennial celebration 
in 1876." 

The Bethunes finally lost Tom in 
another incredible example of le
gal justice. They lost him to the 
widow of Bethune's son, the son 
who had acted as Tom's manager. 
She remarried, to a smart lawyer 
named Lerche, and the Bethunes 
were taken to court. 

"You're not going to believe 
this, but Blind Tom was actually 
willed-this is a grown human 
being-to the wife of Bethune's 
son," Southall said. So in 1887 
Tom was passed like a piece of 
property to the Lerches. 

Tom was not legally a free man 
until a third court case in 1891.'The 
New York State Supreme Court set 

him free 28 years after the Emanci
pation Proclamation. 

"The 1891 freedom was a farce," 
Southall said. "What are you 
going to do when you're 42 years 
old, black, blind, and have been 
kept totally dependent your entire 
life? He stayed with the Lerches in 
Hoboken, New Jersey." 

Tom had almost no family life. In 
her old age, his mother com
plained that "they stole my boy 
from me." The only people he had 
much contact with were his white 
managers. No wonder, then, that 
Blind Tom hated blacks. He was 
reported to have shouted at a Bos
ton shoeshine boy: "Are you a nig
ger? No nigger's going to shine 
my shoes!" 

What Tom had was his music. 
Even with a heavy concert sched
ule he would practice four or five 
hours a day. "Obviously, playing 
music was where he found his en
joyment," Southall said. 

§ Tom's career declined after 1885, 
~ but he made a brief comeback as a 
..= featured performer on the Or-

pheum vaudeville circuit. Tom 
stopped performing in 1906. He 
died a pauper in 1908. 

Until Southall's research, even 
Tom's real name wasn't known
for certain. His name was actually 
Thomas Wiggins, but for most of 
his life he was known as Thomas 
Bethune, the name of his slave
master. 

Southall's work has already done 
much to set the record straight on 
Tom's contribution to music. In 
1978 his name was included in 
Baker's Biographical Dictionary of 
Musicians, with a credit to South
all's research. Music scholars who 
dismissed Tom as a musical freak 
have written to Southall to thank 
her for setting the record straight. 

Her main concern now is to show 
how the exploitation of Tom mir
rored the social conditions of the 
late 19th century. Her book is free 
of technical discussions of Tom's 
music, but the second volume will 
be issued with her recording of 
Tom's compositions. 

"It's such a sad story," Southall 
said. "It's a sad example of how 
the system could be manipulated 
to keep a slave in bondage. Tom 
was unique. He was born a slave 
and born blind. That's what makes 
what he was doing a greater 
achievement than that of any of his . 
contemporaries." 
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Survey Asks Former Students 
To Size Up 'U' Education 
by Ronaele Sayre 

If you were among the 11,000 stu
dents who graduated from the 
Univ~rsity of Minnesota during 
the 1977-78 academic year, the 
University wants to know what 
you think of your education. Sur
vey forms have been sent to all 
who graduated in fall1977 and 
winter, spring, and summer 1978. 

The survey is the beginning of a 
long-term program in which a 
graduating class will be surveyed 
every four years, according to 
Roberta Armstrong, head of the 
Admissions and Records Data Re
trieval Center and project co
director. An entire class will 
be surveyed a year after gradua
tion and a random sample of the 
class will be surveyed again after 4, 
10, and 20 years. 

The project may eventually in
clude surveys of persons who at
tended the University but did not 
graduate. 

Among -the objectives of the proj
ect are to inform the public about 
the effects of a University educa
tion, to assist in program planning 
and evaluation within the Univer
sity, to provide current and 
prospective students with infor
mation about the experiences and 
employment of University gradu
ates, to create a data base for study 
of the effects of higher education 
on students, and to help the Uni
versity maintain contact with a 
group of alumni. 

Ron Matross of Student Life Stud
ies, the other project codirector, 
said the idea for a survey has been 
discussed for a number of years. A 
committee was appointed in the 
spring of 1977 by the vice presi
dents for academic affairs and stu
dent affairs. 

Matross noted that recent govern
ment regulations for financial aid 
recipients required that informa
tion be available on job prospects 
for particular careers. 

James Werntz, directorofthe Cen
ter for Educational Development 
and chairman of the committee ap
pointed in 1977, said the consumer 
movement has created interest in 
the effects of education. "There is 
no implication that a history major 
is going to get a job as a historian, 
but the information from the sur
vey will tell how worthwhile the 
college experience was," he said. 

Survey participants are asked 
about such things as quality of 
University instruction, vocational 
guidance and counseling, and job 
placement; advice they would give 
to a current University student in 
their major; long-term career 
goals; how their employment re
lates to their college exper:ence; 
involvement in community, cul
tural, and professional activities; 
and plans for further education. 

A preliminary report is currently 
being compiled from a sample sur
vey of approximately 600 students 
who graduated on the Twin Cities 
campus in the spring of 1977. 
Armstrong said the University 
Foundation has made follow-up 
phone calls to get people to return 
tqeir survey forms. 

A final report on the sample sur
vey will be available this spring, 
but some preliminary data are 
available, although some should 
be interpreted cautiously because 
of the small sample size in some 
categories, Armstrong said. 

Of those responding, 80 percent 
reported they are moderately or 
very satisfied with their experi
ences at the University, and only 
7 percent expressed any le\(el of 
dissatisfaction. An even higher 
number, 86 percent, rated their in
struction as good, very good, or 
excellent. Eleven percent rated in
struction as fair, and just 2 percent 
viewed it as poor or very poor. 

Three out of four of those sur
veyed said they would attend the 
University again if they were just 
starting and two out of three 
would choose the same major. 

Eighty-nine percent of all the grad
uates surveyed are employed, and 
74 percent are working full time. A 
majority are in service-related 
fields such as education and 
health care. 

A number of the graduates are 
not pleased with their level of 
employment. Forty-three percent 
described themselves as possibly 
underemployed, and 14 percent 
said they are definitely underem
ployed. About 23 percent of those 
who graduated with bachelor's 
degrees feel slightly dissatisfied 
with their jobs. 

The preliminary report .also indi
cates that data on differences in 
the employment status between 
male and female graduates gener
ally mirror the differences be
tween men and women in the 
work force at large. 

More women than men, 47 per
cent versus 40 percent, considered 
themselves underemployed and 
are generally less satisfied with 
their jobs. Women graduates are 
also earning less than men: 
$11,500 is the average annual in
comereportedforwomen, $14,000 
for men. 

In the pilot study report, the data 
will be broken down only by sex 
and degree earned, Armstrong 
said. The major survey report cov
ering the 1977-78 academic year 
will also include information on 
colleges and majors. Information 
about individual schools and col
leges-the Graduate School, for 
example-will be available for 
comparison with statistics from 
other universities. 

Final results of the major survey 
will be available toward the end of 
the year. 
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Dean Builds Bridges 
to Business Community 

• Editor's note: David Lilly was named 
dean of the College of Business Admin
istration in the summer of 1978. At 
that time, he was chief executive officer 
of the Toro Company and had recently 
served as a governor of the Federal 
Reserve Board. He was interviewed in 
January by University News Service 
writer Jeanne Hanson. 

Hanson: What do you consider 
your rna jor accomplishments since 
you became dean? 

Lillv: I think we've established the 
identity of the college within the 
University community and within 
the Twin Cities metropolitan com
munity. We've been able to make 
the college more market-oriented, 
more responsive to the needs of 
the community. We've been able 
to interest the community in 
what's going on here, and there
sponse has been magnificent. 
Contributions nuw total more than 
$4 million. This includes endow
ment for two chairs, and we're 
now working out a third. 

But I think the most important ac
complishment is the faculty's 
devel9pment of the new MBA 
[master of business administra· 
tion] program. It has been totally 
exciting and successful. We've in
creased the quality of the students 
to the point where we are ap
proaching some of the very best 
schools of business. And our de
tailed plans fof expansion of this 
building [the Business Adminis
tration Building on the west bank 
of the Mississippi River in Minne
apolis) will allow us to bring to
gether all of our constituencies in a 
more educational and relaxed 
environment. 

We also hope to greatly improve 
the undergraduate program by 
changing the content of the re
quired courses and also by empha
sizing the spirit of a liberal arts 
education. Over at the College of 
Liberal Arts the Committee on Un
dergraduate Education has just 
finished a study and defined it 
very well. The objectives of liberal 
education, they said, are to have 
"the ability to think critically and 

should be the underlying objective 
of what we're doing here. 

Hanson: Apart from producing an 
MBA program, have there been 
any discordances in working at a 
university, any times when you 
felt like, "No, this is not the way 
I'm used to operating?" 

Lilly: There is a leisurely pace in 
the University that's difficult to get 

are published in practitioners' 
journals as well as in the more 
basic journals of the disciplines. I 
also expect every member of our 
faculty to be consulting. I don't 
know how they can keep abreast 
of the problems of industry unless 
they are. 

Hanson: In what other ways are 
you building bridges to the busi
ness community? 

Lilly: Senior executives of major 
corporations teach in several of 
our programs. One, winter quar
ter, was coordinated by Stephen 
Keating from Honeywell. Roger 
Upson, director of the MBA pro
gram, has 3M executives working 
with a class. The Young Presidents 

areas seems to be at the highest 
level ever, so they are as over
whelmed as we are. It's a good 
idea, but in practice it's difficult. 

Hanson: Is there a chance you'll 
take any historians? 

Lilli{: I'd have to start from the 
beginning. l guess if you could 
make a good historian out of an 
accountant. .. 

Hanson: Besides the new under
graduate program, what do you 
see changing in the eighties for the 
college? 

Lilly: Our plan shows us holding 
our undergraduate program at 
about 1,460 students, holding our 

In addition to the programs, the 
most important accomplishment, I 
guess, is the general agreement 
that our faculty must be expanded. 
We are in the process of hiring 
something like 13 new faculty 
members. We're showing some 
progress in all the areas that I 
consider important. 

The Business Administration Building on the west bank of the Minneapolis campus 

Hanson: Does it seem odd to you 
to work in the public sector after 
such a successful career in the 
business world? 

Lillv: There's an essential differ
ence between a university and a 
corporation. A corporation is 
united in supporting common ob
jectives, whereas a university is by 
definition an aggregation of indi
vidual scholars, each engaged in a 
pursuit of the truth. The only place 
that a university and a corporation 
are similar is in the development of 
programs--putting together the 
MBA program, for example. A 
core of faculty is working very 
closely as a team to produce it. 

creatively, to gather, recognize, 
and interpret data, to solve prob
lems, and to interpret and commu
nicate findings." That certainly 

David Lilly 

accustomed to, and I don't plan to 
get accustomed to it. There's not 
the same sense of urgency that one 
finds in the business world and 
this is, I suppose, appropriate for 
basic research. On the other hand, 
in the execution of our programs 
there's no need to have the same 
contemplative, leisurely pace. 

Hanson: What changes are you 
encouraging in the faculty? I notice 
you have a prize for applied busi
ness research. 

Lilli{: We think that one of our 
main functions is to be engaged in 
meaningful research that business 
cannot do and really looks to uni
versities to d~the basic research, 
as opposed to the applied product 

~· development research that indus
.E tries do. We want our faculty to do 
~ applied research and we also want 

them doing abstract work. We're 
therefore rewarding people who 

Organization also comes in. We 
also spend time going around ex
plaining what we're trying to do 
here. And we meet with overseers 
from the business community 
quarterly. 

HallSOil: I heard somewhere that 
because your enrollment is going 
up, you might be encouraged to 
take some faculty laid off from 
other parts of the University. 
Might this happen and how would 
it be handled? 

Lilly: It's possible, and we cer
tainly want to do it if we can. The 
problem is that the most appropri
ate disciplines--statistics, mathe
matics, sociology, journalism 
-aren't showing any diminution 
of demand. Registration in these 

day MBA program at about 860, 
increasing our evening MBA pro
gram about 50 percent, and in
creasing our Ph.D. program, too. 

We're busy analyzing the needs of 
the nineties: What kind of training 
do we offer? How should it be fo
cused? We're working right now 
with Control Data to put some of 
the basic accounting course on 
computer. But we haven't come 
up with any definite conclusions 
yet. 



Foreign languages . . . 
dent's commission-that lan
guage departments don't point 
out job opportunities. 

The commission also complained 
that too often language courses are 
just tacked on to a curriculum, that 
they don't tie in with other areas of 
study. The University is working 
on that. 

For example, a German minor was 
started a year ago. It gives stu
dents a chance to get special credit 
for their interest in German while 
majoring in another subject. One 
new course is a three-quarter se
quence for people in the sciences 
or humanities who don't need to 
speak the language but simply 
want to be abJe to read articles in 
German. 

The language 
requirement 

In the late sixties, student-. de
manding "relevance" asked that 
the language requirement be 
dropped. 

A compromise was reached: in
stead of taking five language ' 
courses, students could take three 
language courses plus three cui-. 
ture courses taught in English. 
About half of the liberal arts stu
dents now choose this option, 
known as Route II. 

A recent University report on lib
eral arts undergraduate ·education 
upheld the Route II requirement. 
The reasoning is that three courses 
give students the chance to see if 
they have an aptitude for the lan
guage. Rather than flounder 
through a couple more language 
courses, those who don't have the 
knack are better off learning some
thing about a foreign culture. 

There's general agreement that 
five language courses give most 
students only the beginnings of 
fluency. And the languages most 
difficult for Americans-Russian, 
Chinese, Arabic- require more 
courses or, better yet, actually liv
ing in those countries and speak
ing the language every day. 

(The Slavic languages department 
has a program at the University of 
Leningrad, and there are plans for 
teaching Chinese this summer at 
Nankai University in the People's 
Republic of China.) 

In three courses, even the best stu
dents are unlikely to approach any 
significant degree of fluency. 
"Route II wastes our time and the 
students' time," Robinson said. 
"Given the crowded class condi
tions, we can't teach even rudi
mentary French in one year." 

"If you're going to have a language 
requirement, it should be effec
tive," Erickson said. "Students 
struggle to survive three quarters 
of Latin and, just at the point 
where they could start reading the 
literature, they drop it. They work 
hard without getting any of the 
rewards." 

While defending the old two-year 

language requirement, many lan
guage department heads admit 
that they don't have the staff to 
handle that many students. "In 
some ways Route II really bailed us 
out," Spadaccini said. 

The future 

The President's commission was 
particularly critical of the quality of 
teaching in beginning language 
courses. The University already 
has a program that helps the grad
uate students who do most of that 
teaching improve their methods 
by reviewing videotapes of their 
class sessions. 

Among the 120 recommendations 
the commission made in its No
vember report was to spend more 
money: an increase of $178 million 
over the $67 million that is cur
rently appropriated for foreign 
language and international studies 
was suggested. 

A bill in the U.S. Senate now calls 
for $77 million to be spent on lan
guages and international studies 
in the next fiscal year. There are 
three other language bills before 
Congress, all based in part on the 
report of the President's commis
sion. One would promote lan
guage pregrams in training .for 
international business, another 
would provide incentive grants to 
schools based on the number of 
their foreign-language students. 

"We'd be fools to say we didn't 
agree with the report," said Dale 
Lange, president of the American 
Council on the Teaching of For
eign Languages (ACTFL) and a 
University faculty member. "It 
may be our only chance to turn 
things around for the next 25 
years." 

Still, Lange said, the ACTFL can't 
give complete support to all the 
bills. He calls the incentive grant 
bill "a sincere effort to get at the 
problem quickly. But unless it's 
more selective on who gets the 
money, the grants could average 
only $500 per school district." 

"Everyone here agrees with the 
aim of the report-providing more 
support for foreign languages," 
Plummer said. He suggests that 
the University could show its sup
port by making languages a high 
priority request at the state 
legislature. 

"The state seems to assume that 
because we're doing our job, we 
must have appropriate funding," 
Robinson said. "We're doing the 
job, but not as well as we should. 
The department, with increasing 
panic and ingenuity, is scrambling 
to make maximum use of our 
funds-but there's just so much 
patching we can do." 

"The danger is lC'sing any more 
money," Spadaccini said. "Maybe 
liberal arts programs like lan
guages will have to start looking 
for foundation support or do out
side fund raising." 

The language department heads 
are aware that college isn't the best 
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Team USA Goes All the Way 

Mike' Ramsey kept busy signing hockey sticks at a 
Williams Arena rally for Minnesota members of 
Team USA, winner of the Olympic gold medal 
in hocl<ey at the winter games in Lake Placid, 
N.Y. Minnesotans on the team were former 
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UMD Bulldogs John Harrington and Mark 
Pavelich; and Dave Christian, · a student at the 
University of North Dakota, who is from War
road. The team was coached by the Gophers' 
Herb Brooks. Another Minnesota Olympian, 
UMD senior Jim Denney, placed eighth in the 
';JIJ-TITe<erSKr JUITTP· - - ~ · 

Schneider, Eric Strobel, and Phil Verchota; former 

place to become fluent in a foreign 
language. "There's no way we can 
make the average 19-year-old Min
nesotan speak like a native Pari
sian in two years," Robinson said. 
"Students should get the basics of 
a language before they come to 
college." 

The President's commission called 
for tougher language require
ments at the high school level. 
"The best contribution of the re
port would be if it strengthened 
international programs at the high 
school level. There are no real pro
grams now," said Marilyn Cuneo, 
who directs undergraduate pro
grams in the Spanish department. 

• 
"University programs influence 
what the high schools teach," 
Cuneo said. "If college students 
are beginning to realize that a lan
guage can help their career-give 
them a practical edge-it could 
have an effect that reaches to the 
high schools." 

Sleuth of antiquity . . . 
it's not in their self-interest to pre
serve the system of male domina
tion," Erickson said. 

"I'm for things like the Equal 
Rights Amendment, but changes 
don't usually come from ethical 
imperatives. People can protest 
and say, 'It's not right to discrimi
nate.' But real change comes when 
people agree the change is in their 
best interest." 

Making connections 

Unlike Sherlock Holmes, Erickson 

is a liberally educated man, a gen
eralist who can make connections 
between religion, sociology, medi
cine, and politics. 

Holmes had a wide range of 
knowledge, but his ability to make 
connections tended to be limited 
to murder cases. 

What's so important abo..ut con
nections? Erickson explained: 
"One of the primary functions of 
education is to equip people to live 
well. Part of living well is to have a 
wide variety of interests, to be able 
to make connections between 
things. Then everything that hap
pens to you isn't an isolated phe
nomenon. Seeing relatedness in 
life not only gives you the ability to 
make better decisions, it gives you 
a feeling of awareness." 

Erickson came to the classics after 
earning an undergraduate degree 
in the social sciences and a mas
ter's degree in the philosophy of 
education. "I was taking a course 
in Latin terminology, and after 
class the professor took me aside 
and suggested I take Greek," 
Erickson recalled. "It was the first 
time an instructor pulled me aside 
to say anything. I was so over
whelmed I took Greek. 

"I found I liked classics. I knew I 
didn't want to study a narrow 
field-where you learn more ,and 
more about less and less. In clas
sics, you can do all sorts of things 
and not become a specialist." 

;\s an associate professor in the 
Twin Cities campus classics de
partment, Erickson doesn't take 
the word classics literally: he feels 
free to study .popular culture. " If 
you look only at the finest litera-

ture or the recorded history of an 
era, you're going to miss connec
tions. Eliminate the common cul
tur~ and you're not going to be 
exposed to the way things really 
were." His interest in popular cul
ture prompted him to create 
courses on eroticism and family 
life, madness and deviant behav
ior, and magic and witchcraft in 
the Greco-Roman world. 

"If I came up with these three 
courses now, it would be a real 
fight," Erickson said. "There's an 
atmosphere of contraction and ter
ritoriality in academia today. En
rollment is dropping. Funds are 
tighter. People are guarding their 
turf. Departments don't have 
much to do with one another be
cause they're fighting for money.'' 

Enckson thinks the administration 
is trying to buck that trend. An 
opening in the classics department 
is to be filled with the condi-
tion that up to a third of the teach
ing be in interdepartmental 
programs. Erickson said he is 
more concerned about students' 
willingness to absorb knowledge 
in separate little chunks. 

"Today, knowledge is survival. 
Students are concerned about get
ting the knowledge to fit them into 
niches, so they ~an survive com
fortably. Very few have the notion 
that was prevalent a decade ago-
if they could just get enough 
knowledge they could change the 
world. It's part of the power
lessness people are feeling that 
knowledge isn't power anymore. 
It's just a way to survive. And 
that's too bad." 
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Hidden Women Discovered 
in Historical Search 
by Maureen Smith 

Women's lives have often been 
hidden from historians because 
their achievements have not usu
ally been in the national arena . 
• 1ow tens of thousands of these 
hidden Ameri~:an women, from 
colonial times to the present, have 
been discovered in a four-vear na
tion ide survev conducted at the 
University. · 

The result is a monumental new 
reference book, Women's Hrstor11 
Sources: A Guide to Archives ani 
Manuscript Collections in the United 
States, published by R. R. Bowker 
Company in New York. Major 
funding for the project came from 
the National Endowment for the 
Humanities. 

The goal of the project was to cre
ate a reference tool for scholars by 
identifying and locating primary" 
sources for research. "We did cre
:ttP ;\ ~PfPl"'Pn("'P tnnl 1

' c::.irl A n~,.o~ 
Hinding, survey director and edi
tor of the book. "What we also did 
was to find and create a compen
dium of women's history in this 
country. The book represents in 
itself a form of history." 

Entries in the book are brief, with 
just enough information to let 
scholars know what is available in 
the 18,026 collections that are rep
resented, but even in outline form 
the women's stories emerge. In
cluded are women who were as
tronomers, attorneys, engineers, 
homemakers, legislators, nuns, 
outlaws, physicians, poets, and 
stagecoach drivers. 

"There are so many stories in 
there, minibiographies," said as
sociate editor Ames Sheldon 
Bower ''They really get my imagi
nation going." 

Two kinds of women in American 
history have generally been 
known to scholars and the public, 
Hinding said . There have been 
prominent women- Abigail 
Adams, Jane Addams, Susan B. 
Anthony-and Women's History 
Sources reports new information 
about many of them. At the same 
time, she said, "we know about 
women as victims, exploited mill 
girls, women who died in child
birth. There are stories in the book 
about pain and failure." 

But mostlv, she said, the book re
cords the 'experiences of women 
who fell in between fame and fail
ure. "It tends to be an ·account of 
achievement or at least survival. It 
tends to be good news. 

"One can deduce from the book 
that women led circumscribed 
lives, but one of the things that 
kept us going through 10,000 man
uscript pages was our own sense 
of all these magnificent women 
who survived and achieved in 
spite of the obstacles." 

Hinding gave an example of an 
accomplished woman who never 
became well known: "Louis Arm
strong had a wife, Lillian Hardin 
Armstrong. She, too, was a musi
cian. Some people contend that 
she taught Louis Armstrong music 
theory. Her papers are at the Jazz 
Archive at Tulane University. She 
was a composer, she was a· per
former. In the 1930s she led her 
own all-woman band. 

"On one level we can feel deprived 
that it's only Louis Armstrong 
who is known to us in our collec-

. tive national consciousness, that 
Lillian Armstrong didn't get to 
J)f'rfnrm c ntPr st::~eP Th::~t's tntP 
and it's unfortunate. But we can 
still be proud of her. We found 
thousands and thousands of 
women who weren't quite center 
stage." 

Some of the women whose 
achievements are noted in the 
book made their contributions in 
traditional ways. "We have identi
fied women as culture bearers," 
Hinding said. "Often we're 
amused by ladies' literary societies 
or garden clubs. We've tended to 
adopt male values and undervalue 
the contributions made in cities 
and neighborhoods by these 
groups of women that we've 
snickered at, men and women 
alike. But when we look at a large 
number of these clubs, we can see 
the cumulative impact." 

Religious women are another 
group that Hinding had not 
thought of when the project 
began. Early in the project, she 
was gi\·ing a talk and "bemoaning 
the lack of women executives." A 
nun asked her if she had consid
ered the contributions of religious 
women. "Even though I was 
raised a Catholic, I had not consid
ered that," Hinding said. "There 
are women who have presided 
over colleges and hospitals and or
phanages, who have built colleges 
and hospitals and orphanages." 

Eccentric and colorful women are 
also included in the book. One of 
Hinding's favorites is Nancy Luce 
from Edgartown, Massachusetts, 
a poet who lived bv herself on a 
farm and kept chickens in her 
house as pets. Her book of poetry 
Poor Little Hearts is about her chick
ens. When her favorite chickens 
died, Luce erected gravestones for 
them, inscribed with poems she 
had written. Her papers are at the 

Besides uncovering hidden 
women, the survey team discov
ered unknown repositories of pri
mary source materials. "Nobody 
knew how many repositories the.re 
were," Hinding said. "The best 
educated guess was 5,000. To be 
on the safe side we said 6,000. We 
found 11,000, and we suspect 
there are more." 

Even scholars with no interest in 

Andrea Hinding 

Dukes County Historical Society 
in Edgartown. 

And there is Old Mother Feather
legs, who operated a hangout for 
outlaws along the Cheyenne-Black 
Hill Trail in Wyoming and was 
murdered by the outlaw Danger
ous Dick. Her nickname came 
from the red, ruffled pantalettes 
she wore around her ankles: the 
pantalettes fluttered in the breeze 
"like a feather-legged chicken" 
when she rode horseback. Photo
graphs of the dedication of a 
Mother Featherlegs monument 
are at the American Heritage Cen
ter at the University of Wyoming. 

women's history will benefit from 
the expanded list of repositories; 
said Clarke Chambers, professor 
of historv on the Twin Cities cam
pus. "This opens up for all schol
ars a universe of places to go look 
for materials, places that they 
haven't thought of," Chambers 
said. "Scholars may have known 
about them locally, but here for the 
first time they are in a centralized 
source." 

In addition to the obvious places 
- the Library of Congress, the 

National Archives--the survey in
cluded county historical societies, 
small museums, labor collections, 
church collections, school collec
tions. Most of the work was 
accomplished by a mail question
naire, with archivists and curators 
around the country reporting on 
their own holdings . Twenty field 
workers were employed for sev
eral months in 1976 and 1977 to 
conduct on-site surveys of reposi
tories that were unable to take on 
the JOb themselves. 

"The survey that resulted in Wom
en's Historl( Sources was an enor
mous proj.ect magnificently 
done," said University archivist 
Maxine Clapp. "The publication's 
scope, format, and index set new 
standards of excellence for refer
ence guides of this kind. It's the 
best thing I've ever seen." 

In every way, Hinding said, the 
project grew larger than anyone 
expected at the start. Her first idea 
was that she would be the project 
director, aided by an editor, a sec
retary, and a half-time student as
sistant. Instead the work was done 
by a central staff of 13, plus 12 stu
dents, the 20 field workers, and at 
least 2,000 archivists and curators. 
"We're talking about 2,500 people 
instead of the three and a half of 
us," Hinding said. 

The project took longer than ex
pected, and the two-volume book 
that resulted was more massive 
than anyone had envisioned. 
"Originally we thought there 
might be a scarcity of resources," 
Hinding said. "We soon knew we 
had an abundance of riches." 
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Storyte~ g Is· Back in Style 
by Paul Dienhart 

Some people know Harris 
McClaskey only as "the story
telling man." Every so often, 
someone will come up to him 
on a street and say, "Hey, I 
remember you. You told me a 
story once." 

The stories McClaskey tells are 
not the shaggy dog yams one 
hears in bars, nor the casual 
personal narratives people tell 
one another on streetcorners, 
over coffeetables, and between 
innings at the ballpark. 
McClaskey tells polished tales 
that have been carefully written 
and made into books. But he 
does not read, he tells. 

• Every Saturday for five years 
McClaskey told stories at a 
public library in Renton, Wash
ington. At his peak he had a 
storybag of 60 to 70 stories, 
stories he could pull out, prac
tice for an hour or two, and 
tell. He still gets letters from 
people he told stories to back 
in the late fifties. 

Somehow, the Renton library, 
which was slated to be closed 
when McClaskey became direc
tor, revived. "There were a lot 
of young families with children 
and the library had no particu
lar program for them. Making 
the effort to contact the 
children by storytelling got 
the parents hooked too," 
McClaskey said. 

"There are all kinds of situa
tions where you can use sto
ries," McClaskey tells his 
storytelling class on the Twin 
Cities campus, where he is a 
member of the Library School 
faculty. "When someone is 
sick, when a plane is d~ayed 
at an airport, when people are 
gathered around a church base
ment in an emergency-tell a 
story. The effect is fantastic. 
Almost immediately, there's 
group solidarity and anxiety is 
reduced." 

It's not easy telling stories, 
McClaskey cautions. "You feel 
as though you're baring every
thing you have, but it's very 
exciting to make that leap and 
discover you didn't flop. You're 
looking at people and really 
communicating. You know 
when people are touched by 
what you are saying. You can 
see the rapport happening, and 
suddenly a stranger is not a 
stranger anymore. Children 
have uninhibited, spontaneous 
reponses. With adults, stories 
can stimulate memories of 
other times. 
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is planning to include story
telling on its schedule. The 
Abbott-Northwestern Children's 
Health Center uses storytellers 
to entertain its patients. And 
people from as far away as 
Alaska and New York Gty 
came to attend an intensive 
version of McClaskey's story
telling course last summer. 

It is librarians who are most 
commonly trained as story
tellers. But the routes to 
storytelling are various, often 
born of the necessity to keep a 
group of people entertained. 

Anatoly Liberman, a professor 
in the German department, 
found himself in that position 
when, at 22, he took a job in 
a boarding school outside of 
Leningrad. 

"This was a boarding school, 
but not the way you think of a 
boarding school in the West," 
Liberman said. "It was not a 
privileged school, but rather 
the other way about. It was for 
students who could not or 
would not go to other schools, 
so in very many cases they 
were not the best behaved chil
dren in the world. 

"I was a form master there. 
That meant putting them to 
sleep, counting the pillowcases, 

~ seeing that they were washed 
c and everything else you have 
~ to do. There were 32 children. 

L------------..L..-------------------------__.i Their favorite thing was listen
ing to a story at night. That 

Another view of Veronica, heroine of Veronica (see cover). Roger Duvoisin, a noted writer and 
illustrator of children's books, received the prestigious Kerlan Award in 1976. The University's Kerlan 
Collection of Children's Literature is a research center for the study of childft!n's books. 

Professor .Tells Polished Tales; 
Ears Bertd, Eyes Pop. 

. 
"But beware. Once you start a 
story iri a public place a crowd 
will gather. You have to cope 
with that." 

And once you're identified as a 
storyteller, you have certain re
sponsibilities, McClaskey said. 
He remembers being invited to 
an Easter dinner where he ex
pected to be treated like any 
other guest. "After the baked 
ham the kids just kind of gath
ered round. It was story time." 
Fortunately, he knows about 
ten stories well enough to tell 
with no preparation. 

A modem revival ... 

There's a national revival of 
storytelliing going on, the Wall 
Street Jounuzl recently pro-

claimed in a front page story. 
It estimated that there are a 
hundred professional story
tellers--people who earn their 
living by telling stories. Jackie 
Torrence, a former librarian, 

of applications. A group called 
the National Association for the 
Preservation and Perpetuation 
of Storytelling is thriving in 
Jonesboro, Tennessee. 

II A good story has the same 
effect on me that I suppose a 
good drink of whiskey has on 
an old toper; it puts new life 
in me" 

· -Abraham Lincoln 
gave story performances last 
year in 17 states and Canada, 
earning more than $20,000. In 
Toronto, a special school for 
storytellers opened in 1979 and 
was swamped with hundreds 

In the Twin Cities, groups of 
storytellers are meeting infor
mally to swap stories and 
critique one another's presenta
tions. The Loft, which usually 
specializes in poetry readings, 

was prohibited by the adminis
tration, which felt that bedtime 
stories were really unnecessary. 
However, in spite of this pro
hibition, I told my stories-be
cause I enjoyed it myself and 
everyone else did. I didn't see 
any reason why I shouldn't do 
something everybody liked. 

"There were two dorms, one 
upstairs for the girls and one 
downstairs for the boys. So on 
odd days I would tell my sto
ries to the girls and on even 
days to the boys. There was 
always fierce competition to 
hear stories. Sometimes I 
would see children from the 
other floor creeping to the door 
and listening from the corridor. 
I told a lot of Shakespeare, a 
lot of Homer, a lot of Oscar 
Wilde's fairy tales. I went on 
telling stories when my son 
was born. I go on doing it 
now as part of ·my University 
work." 

Liberman, who gets a chance 
to tell stories in his folklore 
classes, is a firm proponent of 
not reading to a group of peo
ple. "It seems stupid to read 
to a group, but it doesn't seem 
stupid when I do it with one 



person. A crowd needs living 
speech. Storytelling is an art 
that presupposes a group of 
listeners. The origin of all liter
ature is a storyteller enter
taining a group, catching 
inspiration from the listeners." 

. 
. . . of an ancient custom 

The first stories were probably 
chanted sing-song around a 
campfire: "I the clever one, I 
the skillful one, I killed this 
beast." Naturally( stories of 
personal accomplishment were 
embellished, sometimes to the 
point of being memorable 
enough to be passed on to 
other generations. Storytellers 
kept this knowledge for the 
group and were respected for 
their service. 

The first written record of 
storytelling is a collection of 
Egyptian tales dated at 4000 
B c. They tell of how the sons 
of Cheops, the great builder of 
the pyramids, entertained their 
father with strange tales, each 
trying to top the others. 

For a long time stories were 
adult entertainment. The tales 
from the Thousand and One 
Nights , certainly not children's 

stories in their unexpurgated 
_form, were chanted by Arab 
storytellers called rawis in 
Baghdad street bazaars. In old 
Russia, the storyteller was the 
most respected person in the 
village. Carpenters and other 
workers would hire the story
teller to keep them entertained 
on the job. 

Folk tales, for children or 
adults, seemed in danger of 
being forgotten, but then the 
Brothers Grimm published their 
folklore collection in 1812. 
Jakob and Wilhelm Grimm 
wrote the book for serious, 
scholarly reasons. To their sur
prise, folk tales became the 
rage. It was fashionable to visit 
one's childhood nurse and re
count her quaint tales to one's 
intellectual peers. 

"The Brothers Grimm collection 
was the single most important 
group of stories affecting story
telling for children," McClaskey 
said. "It helped European par
ents believe it was important 
to continue telling stories to 
children." 

McClaskey regrets that "today 
stories are relegated to the nur
sery. All kinds of people can 
enjoy listening to s'tories.'' 

Harris McClaskey 

Some Tips 
by Paul Dienhart 

"Anyone who wants to can be 
a storyteller," says Harris 
McClaskey, professor of library 
science. 

"There are few people who 
aren't storytellerS. Willy-nilly, 
most of us tell 'I stories' about 
our personal adventures. Story
telling is a very natural kind of 
thing. It's just the willingness 
to work on a story and commit 
it to memory that separates the 
professional storyteller," said 
Patricia Turner, a University li
brarian who tells stories as a 
community resource volunteer. 

McClaskey's course on story
telling emphasizes stories for 
children, but the skills taught 
are broad enough to cover tell
ing stories for senior citizens, 
social clubs, and religious and 
ethnic groups. 

"The first priority is selecting 
stories you care about," 
McClaskey said. "Then 

1
you 

learn to use what you have to 
tell the story. One female stu
dent last summer wore sandals, 
and her feet were incredibly 
expressive. It was unconsdous 
choreography. One male stu
dent had a rather well devel
oped belly-and he used it! 
Everyone develops a distinctive 
style." 

Learning a story is not so 
much memorization as interpre
tation, McClaskey said. He 
likes to buy a book of the 
story and underline the key 
sentences. He uses index cards 
to jot down the major events 
in the story. "Essentially, 
you're building a mental frame
work for a story. Often there 
are patterns to keep in mind. 
There may be three sons per
forming three different tasks. I 
remember the frame the story 
hangs on and memorize only 
key phrases and terms that 
give the story flavor." 

Stories tend to have action
filled plots. Description is used 
almost as seasoning, McClaskey 
said. The plots generally have 
patterns that make them fairly 
easy to remember. "If stories 
couldn't be remembered 
they wouldn't have lasted," 
McClaskey said. 

"Storytelling is essentially an 
art of understatement," he 
said. "Beginners tend to ham it 
up too much." He suggests 

on Telling 
practicing in front of a mirror, 
developing only the movements 
that convey something. 

"There are many similarities 
between telling stories and 
singing," said Turner, who was 
trained in storytelling in the 
New York City library system. 
"When you t~ll a story you 
use pauses and make your 
voice go up and down to con
vey meaning as in a song. If a 
story calls for a cat, I believe I 
should make a eat's voice. In 

3 

a Story 
A person interested in learning 
more about storytelling "can 
find a lot going on by lifting 
up a rock or dusting off a 
mushroom or two," McClaskey 
said. 

The local children's library' is 
the logical starting point. If 
there's any storytelling in the 
community, the librarian should 
know. The University's Kerlan 
Collection of Children's Litera
ture is one of the most exten
sive in the nation, and it is 

Patricia Turner 

'The Three Billy Goats Gruff' 
the voice has to change to in
dicate the difference in size 
among the goats." 

Turner likes to use silence to 
build suspense. And, she said, 
"nothing can silence a group of 
children like an adult standing 
in front of them being quiet." 

Turner usually tells stories to 
grade school children. She 
makes sure that she tells even 
the youngest children what 
book the story came from, but 
she never shows them the 
book before the story. "We live 
in· an extraordinarily pictorial 
world, and there's not much 
freedom f.iu- the imagination," 
she said. "I like to let the chil
dren make up their own crea
tures and places." 

visited by storytellers from all 
over. Classic books on story
telling include works by Ruth 
Sawyer, Ruth Tooze, arid Marie 
Shedlock. 

"When you become known 
around town as 'the story
telling man' or 'the storytelling 
lady,' that's when you know 
you're a success," McClaskey 
said. "It means you're looked 
at as the personality stories 
flow through. That doesn't 
happen when you read 
stories." 
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Who Lives Happily Ever After? 
by Paul Dienhart 

Nodding her old white head, 
the gentle storyteller concluded 
" .. . and so Simpleton married 
the princess and they lived 
happily ever after. That is, un
til she tried to kill him with a 
frying pan and they had to get 
a no-fault divorce. The end." 

It's enough to send a 
child into a crying frenzy of 
righteous indignation. 

But if the old storyteller had 
looked at the fairy tale care
fully, sh~ probably would have 
seen that the comforting con
clusion, "And they lived hap
pily ever after," was probably 
the least likely outcome of the 
story line. That's the discovery 

I 

they stay with you as long as 
you live." 

Think for a while about fairy 
tales--German, Russian, 
French, Scandinavian, or Chi
nes~ tales-and the first thing 
you notice is that they all have 
basically the same plot. Liber
man likens it to the evolution 
of fish. "Fish are all different, 
but are all more or less stream
lined in order to survive. The 
same with tales. In order to 
survive, the tale has to be re
membered by the storyteller. It 
has to have certain structural 
peculiarities." 

The typical fairy tale contains a 
quest that ends with the hero 
marrying the princess and both 
of them living happily ever af-

"Oh, how the poor little sister did grieve!" An illustration by 
Maurice Sendak of the Grimms' "Hansel and Gretel." Note the 
caged Hansel below the dog's right forepaw. 

of Anatoly Liberman, professor 
of German on the Twin Cities 
campus who teaches courses in 
folklore. 

Far from being a misanthrope 
who enjoys spoiling children's 
fantasies, Liberman aims to 
provide a finer appreciation of 
fairy tales. His analysis is de
liberately loose. 

"Fairy tales come to you when 
you're very small, and you 
don't analyze them," Liberman 
said. "I think the greatest thing 
about real art is that we swal
low it without thinking. That is 
the way it must be. You enjoy 
the plots of fairy tales and 

ter, Liberman said. If there are 
three sons, the third son will 
certainly marry the princess. 

The first surprise is that the 
heroes of fairy tales are seldom 
very heroic. The tipoff is that 
they are usually called some
thing on the order of Ash Lad, 
Fool, Simpleton, or Numskull. 

"In a typical tale the hero will 
be walking through the forest 
and meet a fairy who asks if 
he'd like to be happy," Liber
man said. "The hero says yes 
and the fairy says he happens 
to know a princess who would 
be happy to marry the hero. 
The hero will then have to 

perform a task. If his task is to 
make the princess laugh, a 
magic helper will provide a 
pipe that produces dancing 
pigs. The princess has a rudi
mentary and crude sense of 
humor and so she laughs." 

The plot seldom depends on 
someone's being killed, except 
for a few Scandinavian tales 
that involve killing trolls, Liber
man said. "Even then, magic 
usually helps. There's no real 
virtue in killing a troll if a 
magic bottle makes you twenty 
times stronger than the troll. 
Usually the hero is not even 
clever enough to find the bot
tle. Someone has to help him." 

So does the hero deserve the 
princess? Absolutely, says Lib
erman. "He has common de
cency, something the other 
characters lack. He may not be 
bright or clever or ambitious, 
but he has a certain swe-etness 
and willingness to listen; to 
advice. 

"Fairy tales reflect wish fulfill
ment. Even the lowest person 
may marry a princess. That is 
why fairy tales will never die 
-they provide hope." 

But is the princess really the 
sweetest girl in the world, a 
princess among women? 
"Nothing could be furthEjr from 
the truth," Liberman saiq. 

"Many fairy tales have a type 
of heroine I call 'the um.V.illing 
bride,' " he said. "They ¢om
monty resist the attentions of 
the hero. In Russian and Nor
wegian stories the princess can 
be extremely hostile. Oftt1n she 
is the paramour of a troll, She 
enjoys living with the troll 

~ with six heads and does Jllot 
2 wish to marry Ash Lad. flhe'll 
G frequently invent new tri"ls to 
g avoid marrying him.'' 
~ 

" ~ A German version of the Cin-
~ derella tale differs markedly 
.z from the Walt Disney cla$ic. 

Cinderella runs from the l!>all 
and tries to escape the p~ce 
by hiding in a tree. 

"Who lives happily ever a~er? 
The least clever third son, Sim
pleton, and his kicking bride," 
Liberman said. "This couf41e is 
definitely not made for on~ an
other, yet we are assured ~hat 
they will live happily ever 
after." 

Liberman said only a few tales 
go beyond to the couple's .life 
after marriage. In all cases !their 
married life is one of unmijti
gated misery. In one Russijln 
tale, the wife begins to deqeive 
her husband immediately after 
their marriage and plots to kill 
him. 

This is not a genuine folklore 
tale, Liberman maintains. ·~By 
the time the two are married, 
it's tacitly assumed that tht:;y 
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have passed through all hard
ships and that now they are 
the ideal couple. They jumped 
high, they dived deep, they 
procured the apples of life, 
they killed the dragon-they 
did something. On the last 
page they get their reward by 
being allowed to live happily 
ever after." 

Liberman admits that he enjoys 
stressing the evidence for the 
opposite conclusion in order to 
be amusing. "But a profes
sional storyteller would be 
shocked and never admit that 
the two are unsuited for each 
other," he said. "There is no 
humorous approach to wish 
fulfillment. It's a matter of life 
and death. Even if the hero 
is killed, his body will be 
sprinkled with the water of life 
and the pieces will be put back 
together. This is serious stuff. 

"I may have a jocular attitude 
toward the plots, but never 
toward telling the plots. The 
moment I'm engrossed in tell
ing the story-however funny 
it Ina)' be-l take the telling 
quite seriously. It's like acting 
comedy. You may pretend ·to 
take a pratfall on stage, but 
you pretend seriously." 
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Students Gain Skills 
To Help Hungry World 
by Maureen Smith 

Phil Westra was in the Peace 
Corps in Niger, he taught 
Navaho students in Arizona 
and New Mexico, he had de
·grees in education and philoso
phy. He wanted to make a 
difference in the world. 

a sizable percentage are planning 
careers in international agriculture 
-foreign students who wiU return 
to their countries and American 
students who want to work in 
developing countries. 

working there as a team. One 
of Westra's goals is to be a 
link between the national agri
culture research centers and the 
small farmers. "Traditionally 
the small farmers have been 
neglected. It's a complex issue 
that has to do with educational 

• , 

Charlotte Eberlein, Leslie Everett, and Phil Westra 

He decided to go back to 
school and earn a graduate de
gree in agronomy. 

"Many people are good talkers, 
good at pointing out prob
lems," Westra said. "The 
agronomy department has 
given me the tools to become 
what I consider a problem 
solver." 

Although Westra grew up on a 
dairy farm in Wisconsin, it was 
his Peace Corps experience that 
sparked his interest in a career 
in agriculture. "I really didn't 
go over with that many skills," 
he said. "My experience in the 
Peace Corps taught me how 
critically important it is to have 
a good academic background, a 
good base for being a problem 
solver. The world community is 
going to demand people who 
have the skills." 

The students know that people 
are going hungry already and 
that time is running out on ef
forts to avert the starvation of 
millions as the world popula
tion grows. But they are opti
mistic and believe that the 
work they do can make a 
difference. 

If the students' careers go in 
the direction they are planning, 
most of them will be conduct
ing research on better varieties 
of plants and improved meth
ods of farming in the countries 
in which they work. And all of 
them arQ, committed to making 
the results of their research 
known to small farmers. 

Alfred Moshi, a student from 
Tanzania, said that 85 to 90 
percent of the population in 
his country is engaged in farm
ing and "research becomes 
important only when the infor
mation can be translated into a 
method used by the farmers." 

"' .. 

Ahmed Zahour, a student from 
Morocco, quoted a familiar say
ing: "Give me a fish and I'll 
eat for a day. Teach me how 
to fish and I'll eat for tr\e rest 
of my life." 

Why Minnesota? 

Most graduate students major 
in either agronomy or plant 
breeding, and both programs 
are known to be good ones. 
Each year there are more appli
cants than can be accepted. 
"We're hurting for sp*e," said 
Professor Donald Rasmusson. 
"Right now 70 students are all 
we can accommodate. We turn 
at least three students away for 
every one we accept. 

"We look first at the quality of 
the student, but we're very 
much attuned to the needs in
ttornationally and the impor
tance of food production. 
Where we can, we give prefer
ence to an American student 
interested in international 
agriculture." 

The 70 this year includes stu
dents from 23 states and 15 
foreign students from 8 coun
tries. Those who are seeking 
careers in international agriCW.. 
ture chose Minnesota for a va
riety of reasons, and all seem 
impressed with the program. 
'Tm receiving the best possible 
education in my field of inter
est," said Carlos Loeffler, who 
is from Argentina. 

~ 
E Like Westra, Leslie Everett 
,2 came to Minnesota and to in-
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• student almost every year." He 
chose Minnesota for his Ph.D. 
program because "it's an excel
lent department technically." 

When Charlotte Eberlein was a 
graduate student at Oregon 
State, she decided to come to 
the Midwest for her Ph.D. 
work "to broaden my ho~ons 
and learn about com and soy
beans. And what am I working 
on? Wheat-which is what I 
was working on at Oregon. 
But it's a good university and 
a good opportunity to study 
here." 

Some of the foreign students 
chose Minnesota on the recom
mendation of their advisers or 
research directors back home. 
"I was told that the University 
of Minnesota was among the 
good schools, and I was also 
told that people here are 
friendly," said Mohammed 
Boukhari from Saudi Arabia. 
"That was important to me as 
a foreign student-a good 
school and good people." 

For students from developing 
countries, Loeffler said, an im
portant part of the educational 
experience is seeing how 
American society works. "De
velopment is very complex, not 
just scientllic. A whole society 
has to change'. I'm not saying 
we should take all things from 
here and copy them, but we 
can identify some aspects of 
the society that we like and 
others that we don't." 

'Tm learning as much from 
the people on- the streets and 
in the shops as I am in the 
department," Zahour said. "Be-

For Westra and other students 
like him,. the most important skills 
are those that can help in feeding a 
hungry world. Among the 70 
graduate students in the Depart
ment of Agronomy and Plant Ge
netics on the Twin Cities campus, 

Westra and his wife, a pediat
ric nurse-practitioner, recently 
went to Ecuador for job inter
views and will probably be 

Left to right: Alfred Moshi, Pascal Gbikpi, Mohammed Boukhari, and Ahmed Zahour 

level, credit availability, produc
tivity level. If a guy is just 
producing enough to feed his 
family, a lot of governments 
haven't been able to help 
him." 

ternational agriculture by way 
of the Peace Corps. He served 
in Zaire from 1973 to 1975. But 
his interest in international ag
riculture probably began on his 
family farm in Iowa, where 
"we had a foreign exchange 

fore I came here I thought 
everybody in America was 
smoking cigars and shooting 
people. " Loeffler made a simi
lar observation: "More people 
smoke in Argentina. I was 
surprised." 
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Wheat and weeds 

Before a student is admitted to 
the graduate program, a~ ad
viser must have an openmg 
and be willing to take the stu
dent into a project. "We don't 
ever take students unless it's 
dearly specified who will ad
vise them and what their inter
ests will be," said Associate 
Professor Kent Crookston. Stu
dents in plant breeding do re
search on plant varieties, 
students in agronomy focus on 
other aspects of food crop 
production. 

"Except for rice, we're re
searching all the major food 
crops of the world-wheat, 
barley, com, soybeans--and 
we're very much concerned 
with the need for trained peo
ple," Rasmusson said. 

"Agriculture has profound in
ternational implications," 
Crookston said. "We've been 
onto this for a long time, and 
now the general public is be
coming aware of it. We hear 
talk about grain for oil, that 

Donald Rasmusson 

sort of thing. Cereal grains 
are the staff of life in all 
countries." 

The students looking toward 
careers in international agricul
ture are conducting research in 
all areas. Moshi is working on 
com, or maize, which is "one 
of the main staple foods at 
home" in Tanzania. Pascal 
Gbikpi, a student from France 
who worked for a time last 
year in Africa, is working on 
crop production, primarily soy
beans. Loeffler's research is on 
the protein in wheat. 

Zahour is working with Minne
sota barley lines that are partic
ularly good for a number of 
important characteristics-lines 
that will produce more kernels 
in each plant, lines with strong 
straw that resist falling over
and trying to ascertain if these 
characteristics can contribute to 
higher yield in Moroccan bar-

leys. The seed will be shipped 
to Morocco to be tested under 
conditions there. 

Everett is worldng to improve 
seed retention in wild rice, a 
crop that is "fairly crude in 
terms of species development." 
Breeding of wild rice began 
only in 1970. Originally an 
American Indian food that was 
harvested from canoes, wild 
rice was given its name be- . 
cause of its appearance and IS 
"not even related to white 
rice," Everett said. Because the 
crop is peculiar to North. 
America, ~e knows he wdl be 
changing crops when he goes 
abroad, but "the principles of 
plant breeding are the same." 

Kent Crookston 

Breeding better varieties is not 
the only way to increase food 
production. Westra's work is in 
weed control. "Many times we 
have a level of production that 
could feed all the people, but 
15 to 30 percent of the total 

{ production is lost to weeds, 
e disease, and rodents," he said. 
t2 "A lot of people would say we 

have to have better hybrids or 
more fertilizer, but why can't 
we keep more of that 15 to 30 
percent?" 

In the real world 

The students know that an im
portant part of their work in 
the developing countries will 
be to adapt their research find
ings to local realities. "There 
are a lot of things to keep in 
mind," Zahour said. "The 
farmer might say, 'This is a 
really good variety-it's the 
best-but I don't like it. My 
wife says it sticks to her 
hands.'" 

"What is a weed in the United 
States may not be a weed 
somewhere else," Gbikpi said. 
"In some countries the practice 
is to use the weeds for feed 
for animals," Eberlein said. 
"Weed control is vegetation 
management. It doesn't have to 
mean herbicides." 

Another consideration in work
ing out a weed control system 
is that "hoeing the fields is a 
job for a person, and you 
don't w:ant somebody to lose a 
job," Eberlein said. 

Gbikpi said his experience in 
Africa last year "solidified my 
conviction that before you solve 
a problem it is necessary to 
understand the problem." He 
remembers seeing two types of 
houses-mud houses used by 
the local people, cement houses 
built for visiting engineers. "In 
the cement houses, the temper
ature inside the house followed 
the tempetature outside the 
house. The mud houses were 
insulated and held their tem
perature. These houses are the 
result of centuries of knowl
edge, centuries of experience." 

Westra said he has taken more 
courses than were required be
cause he knows that "often
times overseas you have to be 
the specialist in a lot of areas, 
you have to be the one who 
knows. In the United States it's 
pretty easy to telephone up an 
expert and say, 'Hey, I've got 
this bug problem.' " 

Moshi said, too, that in Tanza
nia "we are still developing 

t' our manpower and there isn't . 
;2 as much specialization as there 
~ is here. Suppose I become very 

proficient in plant breeding. It's 
not enough. One has to know 
all the aspects that go into 
com productio!l so the farmers 
can make use of1t. Because of 
the shortage of skilled man
power it's best to know more 

• than just one field." 

The shortage of trained people 
in the developing countries 
presents another dilemma, Ras
musson said. "Some of our 
students move very quickly 
into administrative posts, which 
in a way is unfortunate. We 
would like them to be part of 
a research-education team. If 
we knew they were going into 
adfftinistration, they might be 
better served in some other 
graduate program." 

Whatever their work, the stu
dents who go to the develop
ing world can expect to make 
a significant contribution. One 
who went before them was 
Norman Borlaug; who minored 
in plant breeding at Minnesota 
and later won the Nobel Peace 
Prize for his work in the 

I . ">• "green revo ution. 

"I've been influenced by Dr. 
Borlaug," Eberlein said. "If we 
don't do something about the 
food supply, we can't have a 
peaceful world. In a little way, 
we might help the future." 

• 

U Reaches Settlement in 
Sex Discrimination Suit 
A sex discrimination suit 
brought seven years ago by a 
University chemist was settled 
in April with the plaintiff's 
being awarded $100,000. The 
settlement is thought to have 
important implications for hir
ing and promotion practices in 
higher education. 

Under terms of a consent de
cree, the University awarded 
$100,000 to Shyamala Rajender, 
who filed a charge of discrimi
nation after she was not given 
a regular tenure-track position 
on the chemistry department 
faculty. 

Rajender, a native of India, 
holds a Ph.D. from the Univer
sity of Wyoming. She was 
hired as a temporary assistant 
professor in 1969, and was the 
only woman on the chemistry 
faculty. 

She earlier filed a sex dis
crimination grievance with an 
internal ad hoc committee on 
discrimination. That committee 
found "probable cause" that 
the chemistry department had 
discriminated against her be
cause of her sex, and possibly 
because of her national origin. 

Malcolm Moos, then president 
of the University, did not ac-

. cept the determination of the 
ad hoc committee, saying he 
could not "fairly conclude" that 
Rajender had been discrimi
nated against. His action was 
upheld by the Faculty Senate 
Judicial Committee. _ 

Rajender filed an individual 
suit in U.S. District Court in 
1973, and, after.hiring new 
counsel in 1975, amended her 
complaint to a class action suit. 
As a result, the proposed set
tlement would affect all female 
nonstudent employees in aca
demic positions at the Univer
sity, as well as any female 
applicants for those jobs. 

"After extensive review and 
deliberation, the members of 
the Board of Regents have 
unanimously agreed that the 
consent decree resolution in 
this case was in the best inter
ests of the University," said 
Wenda Moore, chairman of the 
Board of Regents. "The com
mitment of the board to affirm
ative action has never wavered, 
and the board will continue to 
support equal opportunity in 
education and employment as 
the public has a right to 
expect." 

Besides the monetary award to 
Rajender, now a patent attor
ney in San Francisco, the 
settlement calls for the estab
lishment of an internal Univer
sity committee of sev~n. to . 
consult with the admJmstration 
on equal opportunity issues. 

The University also agreed, un
der the terms, to set up more 
comprehensive internal griev
ance systems so that any fe
male faculty member who feels 
that she is or has been dis
criminated against can have her 

·case heard before taking it to 
court, according to R. Joel Tier
ney, University attorney. 

The decree provides for the ap
pointment of a "special mas
ter," an attorney agreed upon 
by both sides and the court, to 
serve on a panel designated to 
hear claims of discrimination. 
In the event of a claim, a sec
ond panelist would be desig
nated by the academic unit 
involved, and a third panelist 
would be designated by the 
claimant. 

The settlement also outlines de
tailed affirmative action goals 
and search procedures that the 
University is to follow. Much 
of it is a "continuation of what 
we are already doing," said 
Tierney, who emphasized tha! 
the University "does not adm1t 
that it discriminated" against 
Rajender. 

"I am pleased that this case 
has been resolved in a con
structive and mutually accept
able fashion," said President C. 
Peter Magrath. "Beyond the 
specifics of the consent decree, 
this resolution enables the re
gents and the University to 
continue and further a strong 
commitment to affirmative 
action." 

Accoraing to a recent article~ 
Science magazine, courts tradi
tionally have been reluctant to 
interfere with faculty hiring 
and promotion. A trend has 
recently developed, however, 
"whereby some lower courts, 
appellate courts, and court
approved settlements .hav~ 
called for concrete action m 
cases of proved sex discrimina
tion at colleges and universi
ties, the Minnesota case being 
the most recent and the most 
sweeping." 

Some academic administrators 
fear a conflict between the 
goals of equal opportunity for 
women and academic excel
lence, but U.S. District Court 
Judge Miles Lord called such a 
perceived conflict "so much 
hogwash." 



Life Was a Cabaret, 
Arts Had a Heyday 
in Weimar Republic 

"This period in German art is 
exciting," Plummer said. "It 
breaks in a vigorous, challeng
ing way. These are powerful 
and abrasive graphics, highly 
demanding of the viewer. They 
don't allow for neutrality." 

Early i'n the decade, Kathe 
Kollwitz, perhaps better than 
any other artist, conveyed the 
plight of the downtrodden. In 
lithographs and woodcuts, she 
portrayed the suffering of wid
ows, survivors of the war, 
impoverished workers, and 
homeless children. An exhibi
tion of Kollwitz' s work will be 
held at the College of St. Cath
erine in October. 

by William Hoffman 

Oh the shark has pretty teeth dear 
And he shows . them pearly white. 
Just a jackknife has Macheat1i dear 
And he keeps it out of sight. 

from the ballad of Mack the 
Knife in The Threepenny Opera 

The Weimar Republic was an 
experiment that failed. Germa
ny's first experience with par
liamentary democracy lasted 
just 14 years. Its demise paved 
the way for barbarism and 
catastrophe. 

Born in the ashes of the First 
World War, within the stric
tures of a harsh treaty and the 
turmoil of political revolt, the 
Republic never captured the 
loyalties of enough people to 
carry it beyond infancy. Even 
the government's auspicious lo
cation in Weimar, the city of 
Goethe, helped little in the face 
of political extremism and eco
nomic chaos. 

Yet something of a legend has 
grown up around the Weimar 
period. Perhaps it is due in 
part to the successful Broadway 
run of Bertolt Brecht's The 
Threepenny Opera and to films 
like The Blue Angel starring 
Marlene· Dietrich and, more re
cently, Cabaret. Such was city 
life in Germany during the 
Roaring Twenties. 

The legend is due to more 
than just the lively enter
tainment scene, however. 
Weimar was a failure in self
government, but it was a 
grand success in the arts--in 
painting, drama, dance, music, 
literature, and architecture. The 
period was marked by a flow
ering of the experimental in 
the arts and the use of art to 
criticize society. 

Most of the major arts organi
zations and several educational 
institutions in Minneapolis and 
St. Paul will participate in a 
festival celebrating the arts and 
society o£ the Weimar period. 
Entitled "Germany in the 
Twenties: The Artist as Social 
Critic," the festival will include 
art exhibitions, films, opera and 
orchestra performances, lectures 
and symposia, and dance 
programs. 

The festival begins September 
17 with the opening of a major 
exhibition at the Minneapolis 

Institute of Arts, and will last 
nine months. 

Originally the idea of Thomas 
Plummer, chairman of the 
Twin Cities campus German 
department, the program is 
funded primarily by a $200,000 
grant from the National En
dowment for the Humanities 
(NEH). 

"This is more than just a Uni
versity program," Plummer 
said. "It is a two-community 
program. We want both St. 
Paul and Minneapolis to be 
involved." 

In a publication prepared by 
Plummer and Russell Christen
sen, program administrator, the 
Weimar period is described as 
"perhaps the most exciting ex
perimentation the arts have 
ever known, a period of arts in 
the service of society." 

The arts played an active role 
in city life, political and social 
concerns, city planning and ar
chitectural innovation, and 
German self-determination, 
Plummer and Christensen said. 

Plummer is quick to emphasize 
that the festival is more than 
an arts program. It is also an 
experiment Jn public ed~:~cation 
and cultural exploration using 
the resources of Minneapolis 
and St. Paul. "The University 
is a participant, but the pro
gram itself is a community af
fair," Plummer said. "We are 
working with arts organizations 
throughout the Twin Cities." 

Among other things, Plummer 
and Christensen expect the fes
tival to give its audiences a 
better understanding of "the 
depth and breadth of social 
problems that have led to the 
rise of totalitarianism." 

Artists of the period, scholars 
from Germany, and representa
tives of the German govern
ments are expected to visit the 
Twin Cities during the festival. 
And on the scholarship side, 
two books, several catalogs, 
and a magazine will be 
published. 

One of the biggest events will 
be the Metropolitan Opera 
Company's production of The 
Rise and Fall of the City of Ma
hagonny, set for May 15, 
1981, in Northrop Auditorium. 
Brecht's "epic opera" with mu
sic by Kurt Weill, regarded as 
the culmination of their joint 

artistry, is a piercing indictment 
of a materialistic society. 

The exhibition launching the 
program will feature the "new 
objectivity," a major art move
ment in Germany during the 
twenties. Following on the 
heels of expressionism, which 
revealed violent individual 
emotion and idealism, the new 
objectivity was realistic, with 
strong social commentary and 
criticism. 

Two Weimar artists of the later 
twenties, George Grosz and 
John Heartfield, will be repre-

The music of Austrian com
poser Arnold Schonberg, in
ventor of the 12-tone system, 
will be highlighted in the pro
gram. The St. Paul Chamber 
Orchestra, after opening the 
festival with Schonberg's inter
pretation of Strauss waltzes at 
the Minneapolis Institute of 
Arts September 17, will give a 
Schonberg concert November 5 
at Walker Art Center. 

Woman With Children. A lithograph by Kathe Kollwitz, 1924. 
Pi!rhaps more than any other artist of her time, Kollwitz conveyed 
an urgent political app~al. 

sented in a University Gallery 
exhibition during October 1980. 
Grosz i~ perhaps the most 
noted artist of the period, sati
rizing unmercifully the military, 
the middle class, and the cafe 
set in a mixture of collage and 
watercolor. Heartfield was a 
master of the photomo"tage, 
using it to portray the Nazis as 
hoodlums and butchers. 

Other musical events scheduled 
are three operas by Ernst 
Krenek to be performed at the 
University, a Minnesota Or
chestra concert featuring Mathis 
der Maler by Paul Hindemith, 
and Richard Strauss's Ariadne 
auf Naxos, to be presented by 
the Minnesota Opera Company 
in the spring of 1981. 
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There will also be symposia on 
art, literature, and politics. 
Walker Art Center will show a 
series of films portraying the 
working class. And there may 
be dance programs. 

Odon von Horvath's Tales 
From the Vienna Woods, a farce 
portraying the gradual annihila
tion of a humane folk tradition 
by the Nazis, is the program's 
main theater event, to be per
formed in the winter of 1981 
by the University Theatre. 

The Minnesota Museum of Art 
in St. Paul will host an exhibi
tion on city planning. Weimar 
Germany was the home of the 
Bauhaus, where many of the 
major figures of modern art 
and architecture taught-Walter 
Gropius, Marcel Breuer, Oskar 
Schlemmer, and Mies van der 
Rohe. 

The Bauhaus idea of city plan
ning was not the most sig
nificant model of the time, 
according to Plummer. "The 
Bauhaus tended to be elitist 
and utopian, showing greater 
interest in expensive chairs and 
couches than in the develop
ment of urban design and 
workers' housing," he said. 

Was the artist an effective so
cial critic in the Weimar Re
public? Plummer concedes that 
there are problems in trying to 

. link artistic expression to social 
and political change. For exam
ple, the Beer Hall Putsch-an 
attempt by Hitler and the 
Nazis to overthrow the govern
ment in 1923--was of great im
portance historically, but it is 
not represented in the arts, he 
said. 

What can be said is that "art 
tended to influence attitudes 
rather than events" and that the 
most important art stemmed from 
the political left, Plummer said. "A 
feeling of necrophobia shows itself . 
in the artistic subconscious, a feel
ing that the lifeblood was being 
drawn out of the nation. Art was 
fascinated with the machine, but 
there was fear of it, too. 

"So on the one hand there 
were more and more expres
sions of fear and anxiety in 
art, a sense of despair, But on 
the other there was also a feel
ing of vitality, a real chance to 
live it up for a change. The 
situation was polarized," he 
said. 

Weimar Germany "was a terri
bly happy period in many 
ways," Christensen said. "Ber
lin was a wonderful place for 
entertainment and the arts to 
flourish. The official censor had 
abdicated with the kaiser in 
1918, so the emotion necessary 
to produce great art was finally 
unleashed." 



Weimar ·Art 



The Pillars of Society (far left), A _1926 George Grosz caricature of Weimar prof~ssionals truckling 
to the military and the Nazis. 

Sonja (left). A detail from a portrait by Christian Schad, 1928. The cafe was a symbol of life in 
the Weimar Republic. Note the Camel cigarettes on the table. 

Blood and Iron: the old slogan in the "new" reich (above right). A photomontage by John 
Heartfield from the cover of the Workers' Illustrated Newspaper, 1934. 

The Synagogue (lower right). A painting by Max B~ckmann, 1919. A leader of the "n~w 
objectivity'' movement, Beckmann never lost sight of the human element in art. 
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Geographer· Surveys 
Landscapes of Fear 

or, the Myth of the Tranquil Countryside 
by Paul Dienhart 

Your mind clicks into the slow, 
golden fade of a movie flash
back and you imagine a past 
when the pace was slow and 
people lived unafraid in the 
tranquil countryside. 

Forget it. 

In his groundbreaking book 
l.Jlndscapes of Fear, Twin Cities 
campus geography professor 
Yi-Fu Tuan surveys fears 
throughout the ages. He lets 
the reader decide, but the im
plication of the book is that life 

• is less fearful today than in 
past centuries. "It's a great 
generalization, but I believe 
it is true," Tuan said in an 
interview. 

Tuan himself has little desire to 
have lived in the past. "I can 

imagine delightful situations," 
he said, "but I would have to 
have a special social status. I'd 
have to be at least a prince. 
Just being an ordinary person, 
I think I'd prefer to live now 
than in any other period." 

Fear of disease and early death 
certainly isn't as great today as 
it used to be, Tuan points out 
in his book. As late as 1849, 
with the United States helpless 
against a cholera epidemic, 
President Zachary Taylor called 
on all citizens to participate in 
a day of fasting, prayer, and 
humiliation. It was in the tradi
tion of the cholera-struck Lon
don of 1665, when people 
burned old shoes and fired 
guns from their windows to 
drive away the "bad air" set
tling around their houses. 

Tuan wonders how strong fam
ily ties could have been with 

death always ready to inter
rupt. "In 18th-century France, a 
peasant couple who wed in 
their late twenties could rea
sonably look forward to a con
jugal bond of only five to ten 
years before -death would re
move one partner. Divorce was 
hardly necessary when death 
so often performed the same 
service," he writes. 

Today, the castles that dot the 
European countryside are ro
mantic structures. In actuality, 
they were filthy refuges from 
marauding bandits. The tran
quility of the countryside is an
other myth Tuan dispels. 

The cities were hardly more se
cure in past centuries. Fire, for 
example, could rage uncontrolled. 
Even if you escaped with your 
life, you had no insurance policy 
to help retrieve your lifework. Ter
ror of fire led to strange super-

stitions. In 1282 a whale stranded 
on a beach in China was linked to a 
nearby fire and a temple was built 
to appease the angry river god. 

Humans cannot bear to live in 
a permanent state of anxiety. 
Before scientific explanation and 
control of nature, people 
turned to magic and ritual. 
Human sacrifice was very pop
ular, even in advanced empires 
like the ancient Chinese and 
the Aztec. Wars were fought 
chiefly to obtain victims for 
sacrifice. To assure fertility, 
Chinese farmers of 1000 B.C. 
buried pieces of human corpses 
in their fields, while the Aztecs 
had women dance for the god
desses of the earth, a dance 
that ended when the women's 
heads were lopped off. 

On a less cosmic level, wild 
animals posed a danger to peo
ple and their crops. It was 
once not uncommon to label 
an animal a criminal. "Offend
ing wolves and caterpillars 
were tried in courts, given sen
tences, and executed," Tuan 
writes. "One of the earliest 
recorded animal trials took 
place in 824, when moles were 
prosecuted in the valley of 
Aosta; one of the most recent 
was in 1906 when a dog 
drew a sentence of death in 
Switzerland." 

If there's still a fear connected 
with nature, it's "the paradoxi
cal fear that plants and ani
mals, even rivers and lakes, 
may die through human 

• 



abuse," Tuan writes. "The fra
gility of nature, not its power, 
now makes us almost con
stantly anxious." 

The problem of comparing 
fears of yesteryear with those 
of today is that our ancestors 
may have simply gotten used 
to things we find horrifying, 
Tuan said. Fear is, after all, a 
state of mind. In the 15th cen
tury, French families picnicked 
under gibbets where crows 
feasted on mutilated bodies 
swinging on iron chains. "That 
would be a very unpleasant 
and fearful thing for me, but 
for people of that time it may 
have been an accepted part of 
their world," Tuan said. 

If people tend to regard this 
age as the most fearful and 
long for the quiet of the past, 
it may be because they are 
more aware of the uncertainties 
in their own lives than those 
of people who lived long ago, 
Tuan said. 

Another reason may be what 
Tuan calls chronocentrism-the 
belief that one's own age must 
cope with the most unsettling 
change while in other ages 
there were long periods of 
drowsy quietude. Yet a retiring 
and conservative person living 
between 1800 and 1860 would 
have been subjected to revolu
tionary changes like the rail
road, steamships, the telegraph, 
gas lighting, and factory-made 
clothing, Tuan points out in 
his book. 

A lack of change is one charac
teristic of socjeties with very 
little fear. The Mbuti Pygmies 
of the Congo rain forest are an 
example Tuan provides in his 
book. 

The Pygmies live comfortably 
under the protecting canopy of 
the forest. Game and edible 
vegetation are plentiful. Men 
and women. gather food to
gether and have plenty of free 
time to chat, play with the 
children, sing and dance. They 
have great confidence in their 
limited forest world. "An idyl
lic moment in their lives is 
when they make love in the 
forest under moonlight, or sim
ply dance alone with gestures 
that suggest the dancer is 
courting the forest," Tuan 
writes. 

The Mbutis' "fearless" world 
has very close boundaries. 
''One is space," Tuan said. 
"You don't move away from 
your carefully defined area, 
you even discourage curiosity 
about what is outside. Another 
boundary is a narrow time di
mension. You have little or no 
interest in the past or future. 
So one can lead a fairly fear
less type of life under these 
severe constraints." 

Tuan said he believes that all 
boundaries-house, city, reli-

gion, social mores--are, to 
· some extent, attempts to im

pose order on chaos. In that 
respect, they are a reaction to 
fear. 

The circle, the perfect bound
ary, is sacred to the Navaho 
Indians, Tuan notes. "Closed 
circles are satisfyingly complete; 
and if they are small and 
therefore subject to control they 
are good," he writes. "The 
healing hoop drawn on the 
ground is such a circle. But the 
Navaho is also afraid of the 
closed circle. Evil may be 
trapped in it, and once trapped 
it cannot get out, nor can good 
enter. For this reason the 
Navaho favors the open circle." 

In a way, the closed circle rep
resents one of Tuan's few per
sonal fears. "I'm afraid of a 
false sense of security," he 
said. ''The fearless societies I 
described would be very un
comfortable for me. It would 
be like building a wall around 
an ideal place and risking the 
discovery of, who knows, 
something horrible." 

It's an anxiety of modem man, 
Tuan said, that in the process 
of making a secure life for 
yourself you may be sacrificing 
something of value. "At the 
personal level, the ultimate 
source of fear is death. So you 
go about making yourself se
cure against all threats. Then 
you suddenly wake up and 
discover that you are somewhat 
dead, that you are to all in-

. tents and purposes not leading 
a life anymore." 

Tuan is watchful of this. That's 
one reason he wrote the book. 
"I've always had an interest, 
one that's shared by every 
child, about the meaning of life 
-what's it all about? I never 
quite outgrew that.~ I thought 
one way of going about it was 
to start with something very 
down to earth. I can't think of 
any subject more down to 
earth than geography. I try to 
start from the soil, the ground, 
the climate and rise up to the 
more elusive questions." 

Tuan has also written a book 
called Topophilia-love of place. 
Landscapes of Fear is the com
panion volume on fear of 
place. Tuan uses a. wide range 
of sources, from the Old Testa
ment to T. S. Eliot, from Chi
nese cities of the Han dynasty 
to the London of Charles Dick
ens. But Tuan is the first to 
admit that he couldn't include 
all fears. "It's very much a 
sketch and an essay," he said. 

The hardcover edition of Land
scapes of Fear is published by 
Pantheon Books of New York. 
The University of Minnesota 
Press will publish a paperback 
edition. 

11 

What a Day for a Daydream 
by Jeanne Hanson 

We all do it. We do it to en
tertain ourselves, to work on 
our worries, to feel sexually 
aroused, to cheer ourselves on, 
to fill a spare minute or two 
while we're waiting at a 
stoplight. 

In fact, we spend 30 to 40 per
cent of our waking hours day
dreaming, according to Eric 
Klinger, professor of psychol
ogy on the Morris and Twin 
Gties campuses. Klinger has 
studied daydreams extensively, 
mostly by "thought sampling": 
those whose thoughts are being 
sampled carry bleepers and 
write down what they're think
ing when the bleeper bleeps. 

"We used to be told that day
dreaming was neurotic," Kling
er said. ''That view was dam
aging and made people anxious 
about their fantasies. Actually, 
it would be abnormal and un
healthy not to daydream." 

About a fifth of a normal per
son's daydreams are somewhat 
weird anyway, especially those 
that contain dreamlike imagery, 
Klinger and other researchers 
have found in their studies. 

Daydreams can be important 
tools for solving problems, 
Klinger said. In a daydream, 
problems can be mulled over 
and possible solutions can be 
rehearsed. Likewise, problems 
from the past can be rehashed 
anq better solutions tried out. 

Since daydreaming can lead to 
creative insights and pievent 
boredom at the same time, 
Klinger thinks daydreaming 
may even be a productive tool 
to use on the job. 

Daydreaming may also be good 
for the brain physiologically, al
though evidence is not yet 
clear, Klinger said. As we peri
odically switch away from di
rected thinking, daydreall\S 
both relax and stimulate the 
brain. They are associated with 
alpha brain waves, a lower 
heart rate, and little eye 
movement. 

"There's some evidence that 
daydreaming peaks in 100-
minute cycles, the way night
time dreams do," Klinger said. 
Rapid eye movement (REM) 
periods at night last only a few 
minutes at first, but the longer 
you sleep, the longer and more 
vivid they become. Daydream
ing may or IflC!.Y not be like 
REM sleep in this respect, he 
said. 

Of course not all daydreams 
are like dreams or are lull
blown fantasies, Klinger said. 
Often the mind is just wander
ing. According to his studies, 
the average length for a day
dream is 5 to 14 seconds, with 
many shorter scraps of thought 
and some longer "stories" last
ing about a minute and a half 
sprinkled throughout. 

The shorter ones are fleeting 
thoughts that typically range 
from "I've got to do my laun
dry" to "I should get closer to 
God." The longer ones can be 
realistic or quite fantastic, with 
the daydreamer usually the 

Eric Klinger 

"star." About two thirds of our 
daydreams have something to 
do with the immediate environ
ment, Klinger said. 

The visual and auditory ele
ments in daydreams vary from 
person to person, he said. 
Most daydreams are predomi
nantly visual. Some people 
daydream without imagined 
sound, and others imagi~ the 
"characters" talking, with or 
without a "narrator." Day
dreams with smells and tastes 
are less common, he said. 

There are surprisingly few dif
ferences in daydreams among 
people of different ages and 
sexes, he said. Klinger's studies 
with college students and other 
researchers' studies with adults 
up to age 90 show amazingly 
similar results. The older peo
ple daydreamed only slightly 
more about the past, and less 
about sex and heroic exploits. 
Men's and women's daydreams 

were quite similar except for 
certain obvious differences
which sex was the subject of 
sexual fantasies, for example. 
The samples were small, 
though, and content was not 
specifically studied this way, 
Klinger said. 

Studies of daydreams people had 
while taking exams showed that 
anxiety seems to be the result, 
not the cause, of poor perfor
mance on tests, Klinger said. 
The anxious daydreams of 
poorly prepared students kept 
returning to their lack of prepa
ration and its effects. "Maybe 
just allaying test anxiety isn't 
enough," he said. 

Distracted basketball players 
had similar problems. When 
the team was in trouble, play
ers tended to reflect on how 
well they were or weren't 
doirig or to exhort themselves 
to do better. If they were 
trained to avoid these distrac
tions,.slumps might be shorter, 
J<Iinger said. Evidence from 
other studies indicates that 
mental practicing of physical 
skills improves free-throw per
fonnance. Rehearsing social 
skills mentally can also make 
people less shy, Klinger said., 

Daydreaming actually has 
very few pitfalls, he said, but 
among them is that rehearsing 
catastrophes can strengthen 
fear. Daydreamers might prac
tice changing the end of day
dreams about difficult situations, 
he said. 

Rehearsing impossible happy 
endings can sometimes be dis
couraging, too, he said, though 
this is rare, Magical imaginary 
solutions can prevent practical 
ones. And daydreams about 
personal problems solved by 
transformations of other people 
can have the same effect. 

But most daydreams are good 
for you, Klinger said. The idle 
mind is not necessarily the 
devil's workshop. 
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'This Is Eric Sevareid in Paris' 

by William Hoffman 

One day, while vacationing in 
Paris in 1939, Mitchell Charnley 
got a phone call from a friend. 
"They agreed to meet at 
midnight. 

That night, Charnley spent sev
eral hours in a small cafe chat
ting with Eric Sevareid, then 
city editor for the Paris edition 
of the New York Herald-Tribune 
and a reporter for United 
Press . 

Charnley learned that Sevareid 
had ju,st been offered a job at 
CBS by a fellow named Mur
row. CBS's London correspon
dent. Murrow wanted Sevareid 
to be the radio network's Paris 
correspondent. 

Sevareid was in need of expert 
advice, so it was natural 
for him to turn to his friend 
Charnley, a journalism profes
sor from Sevareid's alma mater, 
the University of Minnesota. 

According to Charnley, 
Sevareid was in doubt about 
his qualifications. His training 
and experience had been solely 
in print journalism-at the 
Minnesota Daily and the Minne
apolis Journal before the Herald
Tribune. Moreover, he was 
convinced he was a poor 
speaker. What should he do? 

Charnley, now .retired, recalled 
that he fired straightaway: 
"Grab it!" But Sevan?id was 
still unsure. 

... 
Several weeks later, while lis-
tening to the radio back in the 
States, Charnley heard a famil
iar voice: "This is Eric Sevareid 
in Paris." 

Sevareid went on to become 
one of the outstanding broad
cast journalists of his genera
tion and a figure famous to 
millions. 

After serving as a war corre-

Eric Sevareid 

spondent, Sevareid was 
variously chief Washington 
correspondent, European cor
respondent, and national 
correspondent and commentator 
before retiring in 1977. His 
stature is such that CBS has 
yet to replace him on its eve
ning news program, where 
Sevareid gave a daily commen
tary for 13 years. 

Sevareid returned to his alma 
mater in April to deliver the 
Guy Stanton Ford lecture, in 
memory of the former Univer
sity president. At the same 
time, the School of Journalism 
and Mass Communication dedi
cated its library to Sevareid, a 
1935 University graduate who 
majored ih political science and 
minored in journalism. 

Messengers and 
monsters 

In the Ford lecture, entitled 

"The Media: Message, Medi
ator, Monster," Sevareid said 
the mass media ought to do 
more to show "good news" in
stead of focusing on the nega
tive, the failures and the 
dangers. 

Only in dictatorships do daily 
broadcasts and newspapers . 
stick mainly to good news, 
Sevareid said. "But I do agree 
more could be done to publish 
and show good news, much of 
which really is news. 

"We get bad economic news 
every day, and hardly one 
American in a thousand knows 
that in the last 35 years the in
crease in material goods and 
services worldwide has been 
greater than the whole of the 
increase in all preyious re
corded economic history," 
Sevareid said. 

And as domestic unemploy
ment figures "get anxious at
tention" from the media, 
millions are added annuallv to 
the total with jobs, . he said. 

While working for CBS News, 
Sevareid said he once urged 
that an "apocalyptic" series on 
pollution be balanced with re
ports of successful dean-up 
efforts. "People need the carrot 
as well as the stick," he said. 

.Sevareid also criticized "teams 
of news personalities who seem 
to feel they must act the news. 
Even if they could act, the ap
proach would be wrong, and 
most of them are such dreadful 
actors." 

Television and the press do 
have considerable influence in 
shaping attitudes, but they do 
not have the kind of direct 



power to produce desired re
sults that the government pos
sesses, Sevareid said. 

Television "mostly just reflects 
existing tastes and standards," 
he said. "TV is much too sensi
tive in its box office nerve to do 
much innovating." 

Nor has television produced a 
society of "zombies," as some 
critics predicted it would, 
Sevareid said. He cited huge 

''Television is 
much too 
sensitive in its 
box office 
nerve to do 
much 
innovating." 

increases in the college popula
tion, adult education courses, 
travel abroad, athletics and 
spectator sports, and outdoor 
activity in general as evidence 
to the contrary. 

"If you want to see real mass 
mindedness or conformity, go 
to the totalitarian or the more 
primitive societies," Sevareid 
said. 

American journalism bears a 
heavy burden of responsibility 
to report the news fairly and 
accurately, Sevareid said, but 
its connecton with the public is 
not a one-way street. 

"We speak continually of the 
people's right to know," he 
said. "What they really have is 
the right to find out." 

But people can only find out if 
civil and constitutional liberties, 
particularly those provided for 
in the First Amendment, are 
preserved, he said. "There 
really is a firstness to the First 
Amendment. 

"I would go so far as to say 
that the world itself would 
very probably lose its life if 
America lost its liberties be
cause, if both superpowers 
were secretive, dosed societies, 
then surely world tensions 
would become unbearably 
explosive." 

Ways with words 

According to Sevareid, journal
ism is neither an art nor ex
actly a profession or trade. He 
noted that journalist Walter 
Lippmann once called news 

work "the refuge of the 
vaguely talented." 

Nonetheless, Sevareid confessed 
to liking journalists "as a 
breed." "The best among them 
believe-must believe-that 
they are il. the truth business," 
he said. 

Journalism is the only business 
with a constitutional guarantee 
of its right to exis!, Sevareid 
said. It is a self-correcting insti
tution and process that should 
be "a little bit irresponsible 
rather than too prudent, too 
timorous." 

Objectivity and accuracy in 
news reporting and fairness in 
news commentary are still 
proper goals for the profes
sional journalist, according to 
Sevareid, who admitted that he 
has been "a bit appalled" by 
the number of errors in stories 
written about himself. Haste 
often is the culprit, he said. 

Haste and urgency in broadcast 
journalism have led to a de
cline in the way the English 
language is used, Sevareid 
said. "Perhaps there is some 
connection between this and 
the fact that too many young 
men and· women emerge from 
schools of communication with 
no personal means of commu
nicating because their use of 
the language is to English 
about what finger painting is 
to art." 

Besides taking care of the lan
guage, journalists need to be 
better versed in liberal arts. He 
quoted American poet Edna St. 
Vincent Millay: "Upon this 
gifted age, in its dark hour, 
rains from the sky a meteoric 
shower of facts . . . they lie 
unquestioned, uncombined; 
Wisdom enough to leach us of 
our ill is daily spun, but there 
exists no loom to weave it into 
a fabric." 

"It is best for 
our social 
health that the 
press be at 
least a littl~ bit 
irresponsible 
rather than too 
prudent, too 
timorous." 

Journalism tries to weave the 
fabric-to provide understand
ing-but it must do better, 
Sevareid said. "It will not do 
better unless the new genera
tion coming into the field is 

even better educated than the 
old one, and I mean liberal 
education in the broadest, 
deepest sense of the wora:: he 
said. 

"I've never regretted being in 
this business," Sevareid told a 
gathering of students. People 
seek security, identity, and 
stimulation in life and "journal
ism is a marvelous way to 
spend your life because you've 
got all three." 

Glowing Memories 
You do me honor in luzving me 
here and under these auspices. I 
feel gratified, and appropriately 
old. Remote memory, they tell us, 
becomes nwre vivid with age tluzn 
current memory. More vivid, but 
not nwre accurate, yet I think my 
memories of Guy Stanton Ford are 
accurate. I visited him in his post
Minnesota period in an apartment 
in Washington, a city where I 
have spent too much of my life, 
and found him uncluznged from his 
days on this campus-his mind 
still sharp, his nature still pleilsant 
and patient, the scholar as we 
idealized the scholar. Dr. Ford was 
a Victorian in a good sense, tluzt 
is, he was embarrassed in the 
presence of the base-unlike so 
n11lny of this generation who ap
pear to be embarrassed in the 
presence of the noble. He was too -
sophisticated to think tluzt history 
was made by heroes, but he recog
nized the heroic when he saw it 
and he would not luzve understood 
today's anti-hero who is, I suspect, 
blessedly beginning to vanish. 

I don't intend to embarrass or 
bore you with an aging journal
ist's reminiscences of student days 
in the thirties when we feverishly, 
fervently wrote and edited the 
Daily over there in our embattled 
fortress, Pillsbury Hall. I would be 
apt to laugh and cry at the same 
time. It was all wonderful and a 
little mad; there was a fine, care
less rapture to it. That our work 
was lasting is doubtful; but the 
intimacies then fashioned luzve 
lasted. Cherished friends of those 
days in tluzt place are still my 
cherished friends, those who sur
vive, and tluzt is enough to endow 
my University memories with a 
glow of gratitude. 

Excerpt from the Guy Stanton 
Ford Memorial Lecture given 
by Eric Sevareid in April1980 
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Lichens Likened 
to First Alert 
by Mark E. Canney 

Anyone who has hiked 
through Minnesota's north 
woods or driven along the 
shore of Lake Superior has 
seen them spattered on rocks 
and trees like splashes of 
green, yellow, and orange 
paint. Some types-"old man's 
beard" is one-hang from trees 
like a miniature version of 
Spanish moss. 

Found primarily in the upper 
third of the state, lichens are 
usually thought of as food for 
deer, caribou, snails, and slugs. 
Birds sometimes use them as 
material for their nests. A Uni
versity researcher has been 
studying the plants for quite a 
different purpose. 

Clifford Wetmore, associate 
professor of botany on the 
Twin Cities campus, has trav
eled thousands of miles in the 
state collecting and cataloging 
the plants. Besides their useful
ness as food and lodging for 
animals, lichens are natural 
monitors of air pollution. 

"Lichens act as a first alert of 
declining air quality," Wetmore 
said. 

Certain types of lichens will 
die out in an area that is ex
posed to even low concentra
tions of such air pollutants as 
sulfur diexide and nitrogen ox
ides, Wetmore said. Acid rain 
may also affect the plant. 

Lichens are actually two differ
ent organisms-algae and 
fungi- living together in a sin
gle structure. The algae and 
the fungi depend on one an
other for life, and it is this 
symbiotic relationship that 
makes lichens good pollution 
monitors, Wetmore said. 

"Any change in air conditions 
will upset the delicate balance 
of the partners and result in 
the death of the organism," he 
said. 

When Wetmore returns to an 
area he has already studied 
and finds that some of the li
chens are gone, sophisticated 
pollution monitors such as gas 
analyzers are brought in for 
further testing. 

But lichens act as more than a 
first alert, Wetmore said. They 
can also provide a graduated 
view of pollution problems. 
Some types of lichens are more 
sensitive to air pollution than 
others, and if several kinds are 
found in one area, their rela
tive survival rates illustrate the 
severity of the pollution. 

Since lichens are sensitive only 
to pollution sources that are 
airborne, they can be used to 
determine the sources of other 

forms of pollution, as Wetmore 
saw recently near Babbitt, 
Minnesota. 

"The vascular plants near an 
operating iron mine in the Bab-. 
bitt area were showing signs of 
damage," he said. "But be
cause the lichens were lush, 
we ruled out air pollution and 
found the source of the prob- , 

· lem to be ground pollution." 

The key to Wetmore's work is 
to establish baselines: he must 
learn the makeup of the lichen 
population in times of little or 
no air pollution before he can 
make judgments about subse
quent pollution problems. 

At the tum of the century, pi
oneer lichenologist Bruce Fink 
did extensive surveys of Min
nesota lichen populations, and 
Wetmore relies on much of this 
work for his studies. But as 
logging and other forms of 
"progress" alter the lichen pop
ulation, Wetmore must continu
aUy monitor the changes in 
lichen growth in the state. 

Recently he did extensive col
lecting and classifying of the 
lichens in the Voyageurs Na
tional Park. "If there is to be 
copper-nickel mining nearby, 
the lichen population will mon
itor its effect on the air qual
ity," he said. 

Wetmore is also concerned 
about the effect of ac;id rain in 
northern Minnesota. 

"The organism goes into a dor
mant state in times of little 
rainfall," he said. "When it 
does rain, the plant begins 
photosynthesis and other meta
bolic processes, making it more 
vulnerable to pollution." 

Wetmore thinks acidic rain 
could affect the lichen at that 
most vulnerable time. To verify 
his theory, he plans to survey 
Isle Royale in Lake Superior 
next summer. He did popula
tion studies of lichens on the 
island in 1957, which will give 
him good baseline information 
from which to work. 

"Isle Royale gets very little air 
pollution but is known to re
ceive large amounts of acid 
rain," he said. "If there is any 
change in the lichen population 
since I last studied the area, it 
could be the result of the add 
rain." 

Wetmore's findings could be of 
special significance when the 
Atikoken power plant now un
der construction in Ontario is 
completed. The plant has come 
under fire from environmental
ists who believe it will drasti
cally increase the amount of 
acid rain in the Boundary Wat
ers Canoe Area and Voyageurs 
National Park. 
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C~wded U HOspitals 
Look to Renewal Project 
by Elizabeth Petrangelo 

When Robert Goltz entered 
medical school here in 1941, 
most of the Mayo complex was 
already 20 years old. The ma
jority of the patients who came 
to University Hospitals were 
considered indigent and were 
referred through county welfare 
programs. 

Nearly 40 years later, the pa
tient population has changed 
dramatically and the load has 
swelled to 580 on an average 
day. Enormous changes have 
been made in medical technol
ogy, and University Hospitals 
has earned a national reputa
tion for dealing with the most 
complicated, difficult cases. 

But in one area, things have 
changed little: the core clinical 
facilities for treating patients 
and educating thousands of 

• students in the health sciences 
remain largely the same as 
they were the day Goltz, now 
head of the dermatology de
partment, entered medical 
school. And the complex of 
buildings is bursting at the 
seams. 

Patients' rooms are too small to 
handle modern equipment, 
storage space is critically short, 
power supplies are inadequate 
for modern equipment, privacy 
is almost nonexistent, and 
teaching must be done in the 
hallways. There is inadequate 
air conditioning and no place 
for the medical staff to meet, 
chart, and dictate, and there 
are few treatment and examina
tion rooms. 

"Think of the changes that 
have occurred in medicine. We 
are being asked to do a 1980 
job in a 1920 facility," Goltz 
said. 

Despite the space problems, 
morale on the medical and 
hospital staff remains high, 
largely because of the work 
being done at University Hos
pitals, Goltz said. "It's an ex
citing place. People know it's 
on the cutting edge, and they 
enjoy being a part of it." 

And the patients still come, 
despite discomfort caused by 
their surroundings. 'The pa
tients come here because they 
know they are getting top-flight 
medical care, and they're will
ing to put up with the prob
lems," he said. 

But the overcrowding, storage, 
and traffic flow problems are 
severe, and those who work 
there must "fight the facility" 

to offer quality medical care 
and instruction, said Robert 
Dickler, senior associate director 
of the hospitals. 

Hospital services are spread out 
through several buildings, giv
ing the illusion of spaciousness, 
Dickler said. In fact, he said, 
"we have about 50 to 60 per
cent of the space per bed that 
is the industry standard for an 
institution this size." 

Dickler is heading up a for
midable project to rebuild and 
remodel much of University 
Hospitals . The estimated cost 
of the project is $225 million, a 
figure that may change as ad
justments are made in the 
building plan and as the infla
tion rate fluctuates . The con
struction would be financed 
through the sale of state gen
eral obligation bonds, which 
would be repaid through hos
pital revenue. If everything 
goes as planned, construction 
will begin in July 1981. 

Under the plan, Powell Hall 
and the aprtment building next 
to it would be demolished and 
replaced by a new nine- or 
ten-story building. The new 
structure would contain beds 
for acute adult and pediatric 
care, operating rooms and re
covery areas, labor and delivery 
rooms, and space for diagnostic 
and therapeutic radiology. 

"This is not an expansion irf" 
the number of beds or the 
number of patients we serve," 
Dickler said. "It is meant to 
upgrade the facilities to accom
modate the patients we now 
serve and those we expect to 
serve into the 21st century." 

In the meantime, work goes on 
under less than ideal circum
stances. Some of the biggest 
problems faced by the medical · 
staff are the result of the fact 
that University Hospitals cares 
for many seri~msly ill patients. 

"We have many very ill pa
tients even in our routine med
ical-surgical areas, people that 
need close monitoring and ob
servation," said Barbara Tebbitt, 
director of nursing services. 
"They may have three IV's in
stead of one, for instance, and 
require constant observation. 

"The kinds of procedures we 
are doing are different from 
the kinds of procedures typi
cally done in community hospi
tals," she said. "When new 
people join the nursing staff, 
many of them look around our 
medical-surgical areas and say, 

'Where I came from, these pa
tients would be in intensive 
care.' " 

A patient who is referred to 
University Hospitals for a hys
terectomy, for instance, would 
not be the same sort of patient 
served by a community hospi
tal, Dickler said. "It's still a 
hysterectomy, but it may be 
complicated by cancer or sepsis 
and need a much higher level 
of capability," he said. 

The lack of conference rooms 
and private areas places a 
strain on the teaching function, 
Goltz said. "There are some 
5,000 students here in the 
health sciences, and many are 
dependent on this facility," he 
said. Without places for discus
sion, teachers and students 
must congregate in already 
noisy hallways. "Most of our 
teaching is done standing in 
the halls with food carts run
ning over our toes." 

On the pediatric infant ward, 
there is no space for proce
dures such as blood-drawing to 
be done, Tebbitt said. There 
are six to eight babies in each 
room and no privacy for par
ents. The power supply is 
inadequate for modern equip
ment: sometimes babies must 
be shifted around if several 
pieces of equipment are needed 
in one room. 

There is no storage space for 
supplies, and linens are stacked 
outside doorways in the hall. 
"We try to keep it as clear as 
we can, but it's almost a logis
tical impossibility," Dickler 
said. 

Further, there is no place for 
the parents to go to be alone, 
and no space for parents to 
spend time with the infants. 
"When new facilities have been 
built elsewhere, it's been found 
necessary to provide space for 
parents to stay overnight be
cause of the trauma of separa
tion for the baby," Dickler 
said. "That's almost impossible 
here." 

Throughout the patient care ar
eas, there are no places for 
doctors or nurses to talk pri
v"tely with patients' families. 
"There is very little room for 
someone to go and grieve or 
work things through alone," 
Tebbitt said. 

In the 16-bed surgical intensive 
care unit, the waiting room 
holds only 10 people and af-

fords no privacy. "There is no 
place to go and cry," Tebbitt 
said. "There is nothing worse 
than being told in the middle 
of a room that someone has 
just died and to have to go 
through all of the things you 
go through in front of other 
people. It's dehumanizing." 

Many of the space and traffic 
problems in the patient-care ar
eas are the result of the struc
ture's age, Dickler said. "The 
technology we are using today 
had not been developed at the 
time the facility was built," he 
said. "Partly it's because it was 
developed with the view that a 
public hospital doesn't need 
those amenities. The thought 
was that indigent patients did 
not need waiting room space, 
dining areas, and private places 
for relatives." 

When patients are discharged, 
they are asked to comment on 
their stay. Their comments on 
the physical surroundings are 
often negative. Most often, 
they cite lack of privacy, physi-

• cal problems like drafty win
dows and no air conditioning, 
and a feeling that the building 
is not as clean as it should be. 

"The place gets dirty faster be
cause of the intense use of 
space," Dickler said. ''Dozens 
of people are coming in and 
out of every room, usmg every 
nook and cranny." 

Patient comments on the care 
they receive, on the other 
hand, are routinely positive, 
Tebbitt said. "For the number 
of people who come into con
tact with a patient in this 
teaching hospital, there is still 
a real sense of caring," she 
said. 

"For the most part, when peo
ple come here they are very ill. 
But because they are so ill, we 
find a deeper sense of caring 
on the nursing staff. On one 
station, for instance, the nurses 
are assigned to a baby and 
stay with that baby for six 
weeks or the length of the 
stay. They control how many 
times that baby is disturbed 
and coordinate its total care." 

·Patients come from all over the 
country-and sometimes from 
other countries--for treatment. 
"We have a worldwide reputa
tion for being willing to deal 
with the most complicated and 
difficult cases. What is most 
important to remember is the 
aggregation of expertise here 
not typically found at other in
stitutions," Dickler said. 

"Here we have a full-time staff 
with full-time researchers, with 
students and with an esprit de 
corps that I don't think you'll 
find anyplace else," he said. 
"For people who are really 
sick, I don't think you can get 
better health care than you can 
at University Hospitals. We 
fight the facility to do it, but 
we do it, and well." 

University Hospitals is a place 
of "superb expertise" in many 
areas, Goltz said, citing work 
on transplantation, the cancer 
control program, hypertension 
studies, and the clinical re
search center as just a few ex
amples. Pioneering work in the 
transplant field, for instance, 
"provides a yeasty environment 
for other disciplines like immu
nology, genetics, and other re-
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lated areas," he said. 

Tebbitt feels that despite envi
ronmental problems, quality re
mains high. "People feel pretty 
good abput themselves and 
what they're doing here, and I 
think if you feel that way, you 
can withstand a lot." 



Lealning-Disabled Students 
Have Tougher Row To Hoe 
by Maureen Smith 

Karen Clague didn't know 
what was wrong. She was in
telligent, she was studying 
hard, but her grades weren't 
reflecting her mastery of the 
material. "I was doing so B
plus when I knew I was A." 

Clague, a student in family so
cial science on the Twin Cities 
campus, knows now that she 
is learning disabled. Her brain 
plays tricks on her when she is 
reading, writing~ spelling, tak
ing tests. But because she is 
bright and articulate, she was 
getting by. She knew some
thing was wrong, but she 
didn't know what. 

"It was so frustrating. I had a 
professor who told me, 'You 
know this material better than 
any other student in the class, 
but it isn't showing on your 
tests.' I thought I had test 
phobia, which I don't. i saw a 
counselor and we looked at 
family problems and everything 
else. Since I'm planning to be 
a counselor, it was a wonderful 
experience, but we weren't 
finding the problem." 

A typing class a year ago gave 
Clague a due. "I typed things 
as I saw them, and I kept get
ting letters and numbers mixed 
up." Clague' s suspicion that 
she might have a learning disa
bility was later confirmed by 
diagnostic testing at the Read
ing and Study Skills Center in 
Eddy Hall. 

Every learning-disabled stu
dent's combination of deficits is 
unique. The best known of the 
disabilities is dyslexia, a distur
bance of the ability to read, 
but this, too, is a broad term. 
Clague described her own 
disabilities: 

"I have problems with figure
ground discrimination. What 
that means is that I don't dis
criminate foreground from 
background. I can't always sep
arate out a machine in the 
background from the voice I 
want to hear. When I'm read
ing, I will draw letters, syl
lables, or even words from 
another line into the line I'm 
reading. 

"As far as the dyslexia goes, I 
may see a blank space where 
there should be a word or a 
number. Numbers are the 
worst. As a rule, I do not see 
minus signs. As the quarter 
goes on I get weary and make 
more and more of these 
mistakes. 

"Sometimes I will get confused 
as to what's the main point of 
a paragraph and what are the 
more minor points. It's not a 
reflection of my intelligence. 
It's just that making all those 
letters into all those words, 
and making all those words 
into sentences, and then trying 
to figure out what the main 
point is-it's incredibly hard. 

"As a child I was a wonderful 
speller, but now I get letters 
mixed up. This morning I was 
trying to spell dertu1nd, and I 
spelled it de11mend. I know how 
to spell demand, but my hand 
wasn't writing it. 

"I had some mild forms of 
dyslexia but no writing prob
lems as a child. Nobody told 
me I was dyslexic. They told 
my parents. I was categorized 
as a gifted child, so the prob
lems were overlooked." 

Another learning-disabled stu
dent, Tom Potter, became 
aware of his problem when he 
was a freshman in electrical 
engineering. "I was misreading 
tests. I was giving stupid an
swers. The first thing you 
think if you're a freshman is 
that you probably can't cut it, 
especially if you're in some
thing like engineering. 

" I went to the Reading and 
Study Skills Center, and I 
seemed to be intelligent 
enough and my study habits 
were ~ood." Further testing 
showed that Potter was 
dyslexic. 

"When I read, I'll omit 
words," Potter said. "Or I'll be 
stringing sentences together 
and not be aware of it." Not 
all of his problems are with 
reading, he said. "When I'm 
listening to a lecture I may 
drift off 20 times a minute and 
miss what the person is say
ing. It's not necessarily some
thing you can control." 

Clague and Potter know that 
people who don't have learning 
disabilities have experienced 
some of the same phenomena. 
"It may happen to you, but 
what you have to ask yourself 
is how often," Clague said. "Is 
it happening often enough to 
impair your functioning?" 

The hidden disability 

Learning disabilities are covered 
by federal regulations on access 
for the handicapped, which re
quire faculty members to make 

reasonable "academic adjust
ments" for handicapped stu
dents. For example, a student 
might be given more time to 
take a test, or the test might 
be administered orally. 

But because a learning disabil
ity is invisible-it has been 
called "the hidden disability" 
-students sometimes have dif
ficulty convincing faculty mem
bers that an adjustment is 
needed. 

"A blind student is often in 
the same situation in needing 
academic adjustments, but 
they are easier for a blind stu-

' dent to obtain," said Roger 
Drewicke, coordinator of re
sources for the handicapped. 
"It's pretty obvious what the 
blind student needs. The whole 
process of negotiation is more 
difficult for students with 
learning disabilities, and they 
are very often put on the 
defensive." 

"You have to go to every 
teacher and say, 'Hi, I'm learn
ing disabled,'" Clague said. 
"Each of us is willing to do 
the extra work we have to do 

Karen Cla.gue 

in order to get through a class, 
but we worry about what the 
teacher is going to think. It's 
depressing when a teacher 
doesn' t understand. 

"''ve had teachers "SC!y, 'I can 
see that you can see!, I can see 
that you can hear, I think 
you're trying to pull the wool 
over my eyes and g~t an extra 
privilege for yourself,' " Clague 
said. "I would shy ~way from 
anything that would give me a 
break. If I got an A I didn't 

earn, what satisfaction would 
there be? · 

"People say to me, 'It's hard 
to believe you have a deficit to 
hear you talk.' I have to talk 
well if I can't do other things. 
When you have deficits you 
have to compensate, and so 
you become proficient in other 
areas. You have to get good at 
reasoning on your feet, giving 
oral answers." 

Potter has encountered another 
kind of reaction. "One math 
professor told me I didn't be
long in school. Three electrical 
engineering professor~ told me 
that. It can be hard on you 
after a while. I just want to 
finish my degrees now and get 
out." 

Potter is working full time as a 
systems programmer for Ad
ministrative Data Processing 
and completing his credits in 
electrical engineering and com
puter science in evening classes. 
"I am working at a profes
sional job, which is something 
they told me I probably 
wouldn't be able to do. That's 
what irks me the most, that 
they said I'd never be able to 
make it on the job. But I'm 
doing it." 

Kathleen Daly, a counselor at 
the Reading and Study Skills 
Center who works with learn
ing-disabled students, said it 
has been her experience that 

Tom'"Potter 

most faculty members are un
derstanding and "some have 
been just terrific." 

About a third of the students 
she works with have been re
ferred by faculty members, 
Daly said. "I've had instructors 
call me and say, 'I have a stu
dent who's having some real 
unusual problems and I think 
it may be a learning disability.' 
One faculty member said, 'I 
look at the spelling, and I talk 
to the person, and there's too 
big a discrepancy between 
what I think this student 
should be doing and what the 
student is doing.' " 
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Daly suggests that the student 
come in for diagnosis, and 
with the student's permissipn 
she can discuss with the fac
ulty member what the stu
dent's limitations are. 

"It's my own feeling that fac
ulty members who have had 
successful experiences with 
learning-disabled students, who 
have really gone out of their 
way to make accommodations, 
can do more to spread the 
word than any of us sitting 
around a table saying what 
they should do. They have 
seen that their courses are not 
watered down, that they're not 
losing anything. They can carry 
that message best." 

Strategies for coping 

When Daly meets with a stu
dent, they work together to 
identify the problem and then 
look at strategies for coping 
with it. If the problem is with 
reading, devices can be used to 
reduce the visual field by 
masking everything except the 
line that is being read. 

Taping services are provided 
on an individual basis. "We 
use taping cautiously as a sup
plement," Drewicke said. "Oth
erwise the students may rely 
on tapes as a crutch. In terms 
of employment in the future, 
it's important for them to de-

Kathleen Daly 

velop whatever reading ability 
they have." 

Textbooks and other books are 
taped free· of charge by Record
ing for the Blind, a national 
taping agency, and more than 
half of the books requested are 
already available. But Drewicke 
said students sometimes have 
difficulty when "professors 
don't order books on time, or 
there's a delay at the book. 
stores. Ideally there should be 
a lead time of six weeks to 
two months to get a book 
taped." 

Daly has worked with 32 stu
dents since she started in De
cember, and her current case 
load is about 20. Besides work-

Learning disabilities, p. 16 
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'So It Was True': 
A Story of SilenCe 
by Paul Dienhart 

The Silence is a term that has 
come to stand for the failure of 
organized Christianity to speak 
out effectively against the Nazis' 
planned extermination of 6 mil
lion Jews. 

The generally accepted explana
tion is that Christians simply 
did not know what was hap
pening to the Jews. In his re
cently published book, So It 
Was True, Robert Ross refutes 
that explanation, raising the 
more disturbing possibility that 
church authorities decided not 
to get involved in stopping 
what they had to know was 
one of the great horrors of 
modern times. 

Ross, an associate professor of 
religious studies on the Twin 
Cities campus, studied the re
porting on the plight of the 
Jews in 52 American Protestant 
magazines from 1933 to 1945. 
"The story was told from begin
ning to end," Ross said in an 
interview. "The Silence was not 
a silence of ignorance or lack of 
information." 

Although the American Protes
tant press reported accurately 
on the atrocities suffered by the 
jews, the reports were usually 
couched in skepticism, thus di
minishing the impact of the re
porting, Ross said. 

Even in 1945, when the doubt
ing editors were able to see the 
death camps with their own 
eves, the reaction was more 
shock and resignation than out
rage, Ross said. "In the end, 
the .editors and writers seemed 
unable to cope with something 
as unreal, even unimaginable, 
as the mass slaughter of mil
lions of people. Perhaps the ed
itors did not read their own 
periodicals," he ~rites . 

As earlv as Februarv 1933, re
ports of restril:tive laws, tear-gas 
bombings, and atrocities against 
the German Jews began to 
appear in American Protestant 
magazines. The reports were of
ten small items in news digests. 
In articles and editorials, the 
Nazis tended to get the benefit 
of the doubt, Ross found. 

"We know that the Jews control 
the movies, the newspapers, 
and the money market. It may 
not be out of place to find out 
where Hitler has received his 
strange ideas," said a story in 
The Lutheran Companion. And an 
editorial in the Moodl{ Bible Insti
tute Monthly asked "Christian 

people to suspend their judg
ment about Germany's present 
dealings with the Jews until 
both sides have an opportunity 
to be heard." 

The fundamentalist publications 
began a pattern of reporting 
that lasted through 1945. They 
consistently provided some of 
the most accurate and complete 
reports of actions against the 
Jews, but usually in the context 
of prophecy being fulfilled, "a 
sophisticated form of anti-Semi
tism," Ross said. 

"God is using the hatred of the 

of his own land and uncon
verted, the Jew is a stumbling 
block to the Gentiles." 

In 1934 the Baptist World Alli
ance met in Berlin. Reports 
were glowing. "There was paint 
everywhere in Germany except 
on her women," wrote the edi
tor of Tire Baptist and Reflector. 

Kristalhracht-the night of broken 
glass-forced the American Prot
estant press to shed some of its 
naivete in November 1938. A 
young Jew assassinated a Ger
man embassy official in Paris, 
setting the Nazis on a rampage 

Robert Ross 

Nazis against the Jews as a 
scourge to drive them into 
Palestine," said a storv in The 
Alliance Week/If in 1933. The 
Watchman-Examiner, which in 
December 1939 became the first 
American Protestant publication 
to make a direct reference to 
Hitler's "final solution" to his 
Jewish "problem," also ran such 
statements as, "While he is out 

of terror. Synagogues were 
burned, Jewish homes and busi
nesses were destroyed, and 
many Jews were arrested or 
killed. After Kristal/nacht, perse
cution of Jews became increas
ingly direct. 

"The recent brutal attacks bear 
the earmarks of official Nazi 
planning," reported Tlte Lutheran 
Compmtion . The persecution of 
the Jews became the major 
topic in Protestant press report
ing of news from Germany, a 

trend that continued until 1942, 
Ross discovered. From 1933 to 
1938 and from 1942 to 1945, 
coverage concentrated on the 
struggle of the Protestant 
church in Germany, he found. 

Despite the increased coverage, 
"no one in the American Prot
estant press fully comprehended 
Krista/lnacht's meaning for the 
future of Jews in Germany," 
Ross writes. Only one of the 36 
magazines Ross surveyed re
ported in 1939 on Hitler's 
speech predicting "the destruc
tion of the Jewish race in Eu
rope." In that same year, Tire 
Christian Century optimistically 
noted the creation of German 
"transit camps" -camps with 
names like Dachau and Buchen
wald-as an "alternative 
to terror." 

The coverage in Tire Christian 
Century is representative of the 
skepticism that laced much of 
the reporting, Ross said. In 
1942, when there were six 
death camps operating in Po
land, its editor, Charles Clayton 
Morrison, wrote, "Beyond 
doubt, horrible things are hap
pening to the Jews in Poland. It 
is even possible the Nazis are 
herding all the Jews of Europe 
into Poland ... with the deliberate 
intention of exterminating them 
there." 

Then Morrison's editorial begins 
to quibble about the actual 
number of Jews killed and the 
rumors-eventually proved true 
-of corpses being made into 
fertilizer and soap. "It is un
pleasantly reminiscent of the ca
daver factory lie which was one 
of the propaganda triumphs of 
the First World War," he wrote. 

"What's important is that Morri
son bore reluctant witness to 
the mass murders of Jews in 
Poland," Ross said. "There was 
a continual fear of propaganda 
that led the editors almost al
ways to report what they heard 
with a question mark. There 
was a huge propaganda effort 
in World War I, and in 1925 
most of the stories were proved 

inflated estimates of people 
killed and the World War I 
corpse factory tale. "Clearly, 
Charles Clayton Morrison was a 
hard man to convince, even 
though his own periodical had 
been reporting evidence of the 
existence of such death camps 
for some time," Ross writes. 

In 1945, Morrison saw pictures 
of a death camp. His editorial, 
entitled "Gazing Into the Pit," 
said, "We have found it hard 
to believe that the reports from 
the Nazi concentration camps 
could be true. Almost desper
ately we have tried to think 
that they must be wildly exag
gerated. But such puny barri
cades cannot stand up against 
the terrible facts. It will be a 
long, long time before our eyes 
will cease to see those pictures 
of naked corpses piled like fire
wood or those mounds of car
rion flesh and bones. The thing 
is well-nigh incredible. But it 
happened." 

A similar editorial in The Stgns 
of tire Times had an appropriate 
headline: "So It Was True!" 

Ross said that almost no detail 
of the death camps revealed 
when many camps were liber
ated in 1945 had not been re
ported by 1943. Despite this 
information, churches mounted 
no campaign to force the gov
ernment to help the Jews di
rectly. There were no bombings 
of rail lines to the camps, no 
rescue missions, not even any 
leaflets dropped to tell prisoners 
that help was on the way, 
he said. 

"I'm not ready to charge Amer
ican Protestantism with total 
complicity in the suffering of 
the Jews," said Ross, who te
ceived his undergraduate degree 
from a conservative church col
lege and once considered enter
ing the Protestant ministry. 'Tm 
more convinced that there was 
a built-in complacency about the 
situation. There always seemed 
to be the feeling that if the sit
uation was so bad the govern
ment would do something. ""The 

"I'm not ready to charge 
American Protestantism with 
total complicity in the suffering 
of the Jews. I'm more 
convinced that there was a 
built-in complacency about 
the situation." 

false. The editors had been 
young reporters at that time, 
and I'm sure they took note of 
that embarrassment." 

As late as the summer of 1944, 
when a death camp was liber
ated near Lublin, Poland, the 
editor of The Christian Century 
was still peevishly writing about 

government' s line always was, 
'The best way to help the Jews 
is to win the war.' " 

After the war, many eyewitness 



accounts published about the 
horrors of the camps helped 
dispel skepticism that remained, 
Ross writes. A young Baptist 
minister, for example, wrote to 
The Baptist Herald about visiting 
Buchenwald and seeing lamp
shades made of tattoed human 
skin, an ornamental material 
much favored by the comman
dant's wife. 

"But the magazines still do not 
seem to have said what needed 
to be said," Ross writes. "There 
was no indignation or word of 
moral outrage at such evidence 
of human degradation." 

One group of magazines 
preached forgiveness. "Ven
geance belongs to God and not 
to us," The Mennonite wrote of 
the upcoming war trials. Other 
magazines kept silent. "Atrocity 
stories afford some people a 
chance for emotional debauch. 
We believe that the less said 
about such matters the better," 
wrote the editor of Advance. 
And the same month The Chris
tian Century ran Morrison's 
"Gazing Into the Pit" editorial it 
ran an article on the death 
camps that asked, "How many 
of these chambers represented 
genuine efforts to kill lice?" It 
is a question Ross finds "star
tling, if not incredible." 

In contrast was the outraged re
action to the dropping of the 
atomic bomb. A typical re
sponse was The Lutheran Com
panion editorial: "The atomic 
bomb is a stain upon our na
tional life. We Americans have 
set a new standard for hell's 
atrocities." 

In fact, Ross found that report
ing on the European Jews as 
Jews almost disappeared by late 
1945. "For much of the Ameri
can Protestant press the Jews in 
Western Europe more or less 
lost their identity as Jews and 
became displaced persons," he 
writes. 

How does one explain the 
skepticism and lack of moral 
outrage? "The death of 6 mil
lion people-2 million of them 
children-in organized death 
factories is nearly beyond hu
man comprehension," Ross said. 
"I have trouble comprehending 
it. Once you begin studying the 
holocaust you're never the 
same. In my mind I'm con
stantly mulling over how such a 
horror could have happened." 

Ross believes churches are more 
sensitive to correcting atrocities 
today, he said, noting the relief 
efforts for the "boat people." 

'U' Faces Biggest 
Retrenchment Ever 
by Elizabeth Petrangelo 

Tuition will rise 10 percent win
ter and spring quarters as part 
of a plan to recoup a $14.1 mil
lion loss in the University bud
get caused by the state fiscal 
emergency. 

The action to raise tuition tem
porarily was approved on an 
11-0 vote by the Board of Re
gents in October. Regent Neil 
Sherburne was not present. 

The tuition "surcharge" will 
raise $3.5 million and affect 
58,705 day students as well as 
thousands of evening-class stu
dents on all five campuses. 

The board also authorized the 
University's administration to 
borrow up to $5 million to help 
cover part of the loss. No loans 
will be taken out until closer to 
the end of the fiscal vear, when 
exact needs will be known, said 
C. T. Johnson, acting vice presi
dent for finance. 

Calling the actions "joyless" 
and "reluctant," President C. 
Peter Magrath described to the 
regents his plan for making the 
$14.1 million cutback through a 

combination of tuition increase, 
bank loans, and internal budget 
cuts of $5.8 million. 

The cut was made necessary by 
the projected $195 million deficit 
in the state's budget, which will 
leave all state-supported institu
tions with less money than 
planned for the year. The Uni
versity receives 36 percent of its 
support from the state. 

Enrollment on the University's 
five campuses reached an all
time high this fall. Magrath told 
the board that "while there is 
an economic recession, there is 
no recession in the demand for 
education. 

"While we are experiencing 
record-setting enrollment, we 
are also experiencing record-set
ting retrenchment. This means 
we must serve more students 
with fewer dollars," he said. 

Students in the College of Lib
eral Arts on the Twin Cities 
campus, the largest body of 
students, will have to pay $340 
for classes winter and spring 
quarters, an increase of $31 a 
quarter. The tuition surcharge 
comes on top of a 7 percent tu-

C. Peter Magrath 

ition increase approved last year 
for classes this year. 

Although the top priority in 
making the cuts was to protect 
all segments of the University 
directly involved with teaching, 
about 50 positions for graduate 
assistants were cut, said Ken
'leth Keller, vice president for 
academic affairs. 

The loss of those positions will 
mean larger classes in some 
cases and fewer people available 
to grade papers, Keller said. 
"We had to cut about 50, and a 
cut of one is serious," he said. 

Student plans to protest the 
budget cuts by boycotting 
classes and marching on the 
state capitol are aimed at state 
government and not at the re
gents or the University adminis
tration, student Joe McLaughlin 
told the board. McLaughlin is 
chairman of the student repre
sentatives to the Board of 
Regents. 

Many departments have made 
their own budget cuts by de
creasing their spending for sup
plies, expenses, and equipment. 
"Much of this will be in travel, 
which will take a toll in faculty 
development and outreach," 
Magrath said in a letter to 
the board early in October. 
"Another hard-hit area will be 
duplication costs, which will 
reduce our ability to provide 
students ... with printed class ma
terial to supplement lectures 
and discussions." 

The tuition surcharge came at a 
particularly difficult time for 
Continuing Education and Ex
tension (CEE), which had al
ready advertised costs for many 
of its winter and spring classes 
by the time the vote was taken: 

The 10 percent surcharge will 
affect all extension classes taken 
for credit and more than 25,000 
people throughout the state. 

"The surcharge carries the pos
sibility of keeping a good many 
adults out of our classes and 
programs because their family 
budgets are already tight," said 
CEE associate dean Donald Z. 
Woods. "At the same time, 
adults have always shown a lot 
of determination in improving 
their careers and lives through 
more education, and we think 
they'll try very hard to adjust." 
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Yunis Looks Back, Ahead: 
Sees Patterns of Life, Disease 

• by William Hoffman 

The microscope is like a time 
tunnel to Jorge Yunis. When he 
looks through a microscope at 
the chromosomes of primates, 
he sees patterns that hark back 
to the origin of human life. 

When Yunis looks at human 
chromosomes, he sees patterns 
that help to explain how indi
vidual qualities are transmitted 
through generations, and other 
patterns that permit improved 
prenatal diagnosis of genetic de
fects and the early detection 
and treatment of cancer. 

In an age of miracles in molec
ular biology, Yunis, a professor 
of laboratory medicine and pa
thology on the Twin Cities cam
pus, is one of the world's top 
authorities on the structure 
and organization of human 
chromosomes. 

Chromosomes--the word comes 
from the Greek meaning "col
ored bodies" -were discovered a 
century ago when scientists 
subjected cell nuclei to various 
dyes. Their central role in cell 
division, body chemistry, and 
heredity soon became apparent. 

The centennial of the discovery 
comes at a time of giant strides 
in genetic research, a time of 
greater hope for curing disease 
and understanding the basic 
mechanisms of life than ever 
before. 

Yunis has contributed to the ef
fort by refining a technique 
called chromosome banding, a 
revolutionary advance in chro
mosome research developed a 
decade ago. The technique is 
enabling him, as he puts it, "to 
bridge the gap between genes 
and chromosomes and to visual
ize, at a refined level, how 
human chromosomes are 
organized." 

Chromosomes and 
genes 

Chromosomes are threadlike 
bodies in cell nuclei that split 
lengthwise as the cells divide. 
At the beginning of cell divi
sion, chromosomes pair off and 
look like floppy X's. 

Each chromosome is made up 
of two materials; proteins and 
deoxyribonucleic acid (DNA). 
The DNA carries the informa
tion of heredity in discrete units 
called genes. 

Human body cells each have 46 

Currently, Yunis is working on 
a 5,000-band technique. At this 
refined level, with the aid of an 
electron microscope, he can vi
sualize the contours of genes 
and the way they are fi.xed to 
coiled chromosome filaments: 
they look "like beads on a 
string." 

Banding before birth 

Chromosome banding has 
proved to be an invaluable tool 
for diagnosing genetic disease. 
The high resolution technique 
developed by Yunis "has re
sulted in the discovery of more 
than 50 well-defined new chro
mosomal defects" and is now 
the international standard, he 
said. 

According to Yunis, 12 million 
Americans carry true genetic 
diseases due wholly or partly to 
defective genes or chromo
somes. Genetic defects are 
responsible for half of all spon
taneous abortions and 40 per
cent of all infant mortality. 

Yunis estimates that genetic de
fects are present in five out of 
every hundred infants. Each 
parent carries between 'five and 
eight recessive genes for serious 
defects and "stands a statistical 

>. chance of passing on a serious 
~ condition to each child." 
] 

Jorge Yunis 
Other conditions known or be
lieved to have a genetic factor 
are heart disease, certain forms 
of arthritis, diabetes, schizophre
nia and depression, and cancer, 
Yunis said. 

chromosomes (23 from each 
parent) thought to contain a to
tal of approximately 30,000 
genes. 

More than 200 genes having 
specific functions--say the pro
duction of a protein or an en
zyme---have been localized on 
specific chromosomes by a tech
nique called gene mapping. The 
effort to map genes was given 
a boost by the development of 
chromosome banding. 

When chromosomes are stained 
before they split, they display a 
distinct pattern of light and 
dark horizontal bands thought 
to be cause~ partly by DNA 
characteristics in the chromo
somes. 

The first banding experiments, 
performed on condensed chro
mosomes, produced 320 such 
bands (per 23 chromosome 
pairs) that gave far better 
definition to chromosome form 
and structure than previous 
methods. 

Yunis refined the original band
ing technique several years ago 
by catching chromosomes before 
they condense and divide
when they are longer and thin
ner. Where one band appeared 
before, three to fifteen bands 
now appear. These bands coa
lesce in a condensed chromo
some to appear as one band. 

In some genetic diseases only 
one or a few genes are in
volved. In others, a chromo, 
some or a chromosome band 
containing several genes may be 

Yunis's work has led to the 
discovery of more than 50 
genetic defects and more than 
20 cancers with a consistent 
chromosome defect. · 

The technique has eAabled 
Yunis to visualize minute bands 
out of order, missing, or dupli
cated-genetic defects. 

"The beauty of this work is 
that it is done with just a light 
microscope," Yunis said. He is 
now able to identify more than 
2,000 bands per 23 chromosome 
pairs. 

abnormal: part of a chromosome 
may have broken off and be
come lost or duplicated. Chro
mosome fragments may switch 
places or become attached to 
other chromosomes--a pherlDm
enon called translocation. In any 
case, vital genetic material is 
sometimes lost or duplicated, 
causing a defect. 

A victim of Down's syndrome, 
for example, has three of chro
mosome 21-a trisomy-instead 
of the normal pair. This defect ; 
produces a mongoloid child, but 
other diseases caused by lesser 
chromosome defects may be less 
apparent and the symptoms less 
severe. 

Yunis, who is also a genetic 
counselor, has been able to use 
high resolution chromosome 
banding in prenatal genetic 
analysis. The use of amniocen
tesis--a procedure in which am
niotic fl.uid is drawn from the 
womb and analyzed-together 
with Yunis's technique means 
that smaller chromosome defects 
can be identified because precise 
breakpoints and minute re
arrangements can be seen. 

The recommended time for am
niocentesis is between the 14th ' 
and 16th weeks of pregnancy, 
according to Yunis. If a defect 
is found and abortion is elected, 
it is preferably performed before 
the 21st week. It takes about 
ten days to analyze the chromo
somes of amniotic cells using 
the new technique, whereas old 
methods required two to three 
weeks, Yunis said. 

Chromosomes and 
cancer 

Chromosome banding is contrib
uting to the fight against can
cer. Improved resolution "has 
resulted in the discovery of 
more than 20 malignancies with 
a consistent chromosome de
fect," according to Yunis, who 
addressed the 1980 International 
Symposium on Cancer. 

In a recent paper, Yunis wrote 
that the application of high res
olution chromosome analysis to 
tumor cells "has made it possi
ble to visualize, at a refined 
level, the specific site where 
some cancer genes appear to be 
localized." 

Yunis's own discovery of mi
nute chromosomal loss in some 
embryonic cancers and various 
translocations in leukemias and 
solid tumors now makes it pos
sible "to determine the general 
nature and precise location of a 
large number of cancer genes in 
man." 

Two of the childhood tumors 
that Yunis has studied exten
sively are retinoblastoma and 
Wilms' tumor. Both these can
cers can be inherited, and both 
show tiny chromosome defects. 
Retinoblastoma victims are born 



without or lose a small band of 
chromosome 13. Some patients 
with Wilms' tumor are missing 
a band in chromosome 11. 

Yunis and other investigators 
have found chromosome defects 
in a number of leukemias and 
lymphomas. People suffering 
from chronic myelogenous leu
kemia, for example, usually 
have a chromosome transloca
tion: part of chromosome 22 
breaks off and attaches itself to 
chromosome 9, probably affect
ing a gene at the breakpoint. 

"Translocation is the most com
mon chromosome defect in can
cer," Yunis said. 

Chromosome breakage and 
translocation are often caused 
by environmental factors--toxic 
chemicals, radioactive sub
stances, and viruses. Some fam
ilies have greater susceptibility 
to these agents, he said. "What 
may happen is that an agent 
from the environment breaks a 
chromosome and interrupts the 
DNA sequence that regulates 
genes, and uninhibited cancer 
cells proliferate. 

"What we are trying to do with 
the high resolution technique is 
to be able to see a specific 
chromosome exchange for most 

A schematic drawing of human 
chromosome 1 after banding. 
The left half shows the pattern 
produced by the original tech
nique. Yunis refined the tech
nique to reveal more band 
divisions as indicated in the 
right half, enabling him to see 
minute defects. 

of the 200 known types of can
cer and be able to subdivide 
one type of cancer into several, 
each with a different response 
to treatment." 

The technique has dispelled the 
earlier belief that 50 percent of 
leukemias and other tumors 
have normal chromosomes, 
Yunis said. Currently, Yunis 
and his colleagues are investi
gating the chromosome structure 

Yunis reported 
"a striking 
resemblance" 
between human 
and chimpanzee 
chromosomes. 

of solid tumors--those found in 
breast cancer and cancer of the 
colon, for instance. But solid 
tumors present technical 
problems. 

"In leukemias and lymphomas 
you have more readily accessi
ble cancer cells. They are al
ready in suspension. Cancer 
cells from solid tumors, on the 
other hand, are difficult to iso
late for study. A new technique 
has to be developed." 

By identifying a cancer in its 
early stages and knowing pre
cisely what kind it is, treatment 
can be improved, Yunis said. 

A striking resemblance 

Chromosome banding is helping 
scientists to understand the 
pathway of primate evolution. 
This aspect of Yunis's work in
volves comparative studies of 
the chromosomes of humans 
and great apes. 

Much of the evidence for un
derstanding primate evolution 
comes from gene mapping stud
ies. More than 30 specific genes 
on U3 different chromosomes 
have been localized on the cor
responding chromosomes of 
man, gorilla, and chimpanzee. 

In an arti~e in Science published 
last spring, Yunis reported 
"a striking resemblance" be
tween human and chimpanzee 
chromosomes. High resolution 
banding "demonstrated that es
sentially every band observed in 
man has a direct counterpart in 
the chimpanzee complement." 

There are differences, to be 
sure. A chimpanzee cell has 48 
chromosomes and a human cell 

has 46. Yunis explained, how
ever, that the same kind of 
DNA that gives rise to two 
pairs of chimpanzee chromo
somes has fused in the course 
of evolution to form the human 
chromosome 2 pair. 

Other differences between the 
two species involve a series of 
inversions in chimp chromo
some segments, which are not 
thought to make a genetic dif
ference. Also, chimpanzees have 
greater amounts of a chromo
some material called heterochro
matin. 

Heterochromatin, according to 
research done by Yunis ten 
years ago, is rich in repetitive 
DNA sequences called satellite 
DNAs. It is believed to have an 
important evolutionary role in 
preventing cross breeding be
tween closely related species. 

One type of human satellite 
DNA forms hybrids with a sat
ellite DNA found in chimpan
zees, gorillas, and orangutans, 
but not in gibbons or other 
mammals. Other human satellite 
DNAs arose following the evo
lutionary divergence between 
man and chimpanzee and 
helped to prevent the formation 
of hybrid species, according to 
Yunis. 

Yunis oncluded his Science 
article by noting that "the dif
ferences observed at the chro
mosomal level between man 
and chimpanzee appear to be of 
no consequence to their pheno
type [an individual's appearance 
and behavior]." 

Indeed, such a remarkable de
gree of similarity "makes diffi
cult a precise explanation of the 
large biological differences ob
served between these closely re
lated species." 

Such differences may have to 
be found at the level of single 
genes since "small gene changes 
can produce great differences in 
phenotype," Yunis said. For ex
ample, modem man has twice 
the brain capacity of early man. 
This difference may be the re
sult of a base change in just 
one or a few DNA sequences 
critical to brain development, he 
said. 

After several years of study, 
Yunis has concluded that goril
las, chimpanzees, orangutans, 
and humans had a common an
cestor "who must have had 48 
chromosomes, of which many 
were similar to those of modem 
man." The chromosome organi
zation of this common ancestor 
will be described by Yunis in a 
book to be published this year. 

An artist's conception of human chromosome 13 before it di
vides. Yunis believes genes are located in the light bands along 
the coiled filament. An illustration by Inga Platou, assistant pro
fessor emeritus of biomedical graphics. 

5 



6 

Junk Food: 

A weighty decision: which would you choose for a snack? 

The Great Debate 
by Ralph Heussner 

Junk food is as American as 
mom's apple pie. 

But what, exactly, is junk food? 
And how low in nutritional 
value must food be before it 
deserves the junk food label? 

Although the term is a house
hold phrase, the federal govern
ment's move to classify junk 
foods, or foods of minimal 
nutritional value, has fired a 

debate in the food-producing 
industry and among public 
health professionals and 
nutritionists. 

The dilemma: there's no agree
ment on a definition, but a 
working definition of junk food 
is a prerequisite to legislation 
on food advertisements. 

"The lack of a definition of 
junk food has seriously delayed 
the formulation of nutrition pol
icy and legislation that would 

provide guidelines for the 
nutritional descriptions of foods 
advertised and the nutrition 
messages conveyed in advertise
ments," says Judy Brown, direc
tor of public health nutrition on 
the Twin Cities campus. 

Brown and a colleague, Phyllis 
Fleming, have collected data 
that may help the U.S. Depart
ment of Agriculture (USDA) 
define the widely used yet 
hard-to-describe phrase. 

The Minnesota nutrition experts 
surveyed 300 Minneapolis and 
St. Paul consumers on their 
perceptions of junk food. Con
sumers were asked to define 
the term and then rate 41 dif
ferent foods as junk, of high 
nutritional value, or neither. 

"The results of this analvsis re
veal major differences b~tween 
what consumers and the USDA 
standard would identify as 
junk," Brown said. The study 
suggests that consumers may be 
willing to accept standards for 
junk food classification more 
stringent than the government's 
proposed guidelines. 

According to the USDA, a 100-
calorie portion of food that does 
not supply 5 percent or more of 
the required daily allowance for 
any one of the eight specified 
nutrients (protein, vitamin A, 
ascorbic acid, niacin, riboflavin, 
thiamin, calcium, and iron) 
would be classified as a food of 
"minimal nutritional value." 

But, Brown contends, "The 
USDA standard fails to take 
into account some of the nega
tive components of foods, such 
as high sugar, saturated fat, or 
salt content, and does not ad
dress the concern that nutrients 
will be added to fabricated 
foods to bring them above the 
minimal nutrient density level." 
Brown has urged the USDA to 
adopt stricter standards. 

The Minnesota study reported 
that: 

Consumers attributed the fol
lowing characteristics to junk 
foods: high in sugar, high in 
calories, bad for health, high in 
salt, fatty, and high in additive 
content. 

Selections of high quality foods 
were, for the most part, based 
on nutrient content and low fat. 

Of the 41 foods considered, po
tato chips, presweetened cereals, 
soft drinks, candy, gum, french 
fries, vitamin-fortified presweet
ened cereals, diet soda, and 

~ cookies were considered junk by 
{ more than 50 percent of the 
8 consumers. 

::2 
.c 
:: More than 50 percent of the 
VI consumers considered orang~s, 

green beans, baked chicken, 
eggs, whole wheat bread, white 
potatoes, whole white milk, 
honey, unsalted nuts, unsweet
ened cereals, margarine, ham
burgers, and butter high quality 
foods. 

, Only four foods-tea, coffee, 
wine, and sugarless gum-were 
classified by more than 50 per
cent of the consumers as 
neither junk nor high quality 
foods. 

The description "fortified by vi
tamins" does not automatically 
make food high in quality in 
the mind of the consumer. 

Interestingly, Brown and Flem
ing found that four of the top nine 

foods designated as junk by 
consumers are not covered by 
the recent USDA ban on selling 
foods of minimal nutritional 
value in schools that participate 
in federally funded school lunch 
and breakfast programs. These 
foods are presweetened cereals, 
french fries, cookies, and vita
min-fortified presweetened cere
als. The USDA regulations, 
which were effective July 1, for
bid the sale of chewing 'gum, 
certain candies, and soda during 
school hours. 

Judy Brown 

Brown noted that junk foods 
are not necessarily all bad. 
Their effect depends on a per
son's health, the quantity of 

_junk food consumed, and the 
rest of an individual's diet. 

For example, a milk shake is 
good for someone who need~ to 
gain weight but is hardly tile 
thing for an overweight person. 
An underweight person might 
also benefit from pizza, which 
has considerable nutritive value 
and is high in calories, but for 
an individual with high blood 
pressure who is on a low-
salt diet, pizza wouldn't be 
advisable. 

Brown said public health nutri
tionists must provide consumers 
with understandable information 
on the effect of junk food on 
diet and health. "We must 
show consumers that diet will 
make a difference. For instance, 
by cutting out sticky sweets, 
they can cut their dental bills 
considerably. Unless consumers 
see enough benefit, they will 
not change their diets." 

Nutritionists acknowledge that 
consumers are slow to change 
their eating habits. "But if cer
tain foods are classified as junk, 
at least there are some guilt 
feelings associated with eating 
them. Maybe in the long run 
the guilt will get to consumers 
and they will give it up," 
Brown said. 

Why do Americans continue to 
consume potato chips and 
candy even when they know 
the foods are low in nutritional 
value? 

"People will eat junk food," 
Brown said, "simply because 
they like it. " 
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Tap Dancing on a Truck Bed 
Got Moulton Hooked on Theater 
by Paul Dienhart 

Fifty years ago Robert Moulton 
made his performing debut tap 
dancing on the back of a truck 
at the Old Settlers' Fourth of 
July picnic in Fargo, North Da
kota. He was eight years old, 
and he's been hooked on thea
ter ever since. 

This vear Moulton has been 
named artistic director of the 
Universitv of Minnesota Theatre, 
which is ·also marking its 50th 
anniversarv. About the same 
time Moulton was doing the 
buck and wing on a truck bed, 
University students were 
dressed in fanciful oriental cos
tumes as players in a romance 
called Turandot, one of the first 
University Theatre productions. 

Theater productions at the Uni
versity go back to 1881, but it 
was 1931 before the University 
Theatre was officially estab
lished. One of Moulton's jobs is 
to help University Theatre cele
brate its 50th anniversary. 

"We are trying to create a spe
cial atmosphere for the audience 
this year," Moulton said. When 
Rarig Center was built in 1973 
to house the University Theatre, 
the idea was that the building 
should not be more important 
than the plays. Rarig is rather 
stark as theaters go. 

Now the lobby is festooned 
with fringed ban~ers and a mo
bile. The ushers have natty new 
uniforms. "We want to make 
the theater a place in which 
people are comfortable and to 
which they will want to re
turn," Moulton said. 

Theater is more involved than 
watching a play, said Moulton, 
wh~aside from appreciating a 
play-relishes the very act of 
going to a theater. "I'm pleased 
that people from all around a 
community take the trouble to 
arrange their . schedules, travel 
to a place, congregate, watch 
people perform, share in emo
tions, applaud their apprecia
tion, and go home more happy 
or more thoughtful than when 
they arrived," he said. "Theater 
is a group ritual that puts peo
ple in closer touch with one 
another." 

Television, on the other hand, 
can be an anonymous experi
ence in which the individual 
withdraws into the world of a 
cathode-ray tube, h~ said. 

"I love going to see things," 
Moulton said. "I still remember 

going to the railroad station in 
Fargo to get a glimpse of 
Franklin Delano Roosevelt on 
the back of a train. There were 
thousands of people there for 
the same reason. We all shared 
in an emotional experience that 
we could never have gotten by 
watching candidates debate on 
TV." 

Apparently many other Minne
sotans enjoy the act of going to 
the theater. Last year's Univer
sity Theatre productions aver
aged 80 percent capacity, and 
many performances were sold 

University and the Guthrie The
ater, Jon Cranney, and stars 
two talented graduates of the 
•heater department, Shirley 
Dierks and David Chase. 

In March some well-known 
alumni will return to display 
their talents in a special show, 
performing scenes from plays 
and songs from musicals. And 
when Showboat season starts, 
Captain Frank Whiting will 
come out of retirement to direct 
one of the Showboat's typically 
crowd-pleasing plays. 

Robert Moulton 

out. Ticket sales are expected to 
be even better this year because 
of a season ticket package offer 
of six plays for the price of 
five. 

Moulton is overseeing some 
special. events for the 50th sea
son. A special performance of 
the first play of the season, 
Thornton Wilder's The Skin of 
Our Teeth, was hosted by Presi
dent C. Peter Magrath and his 
wife, Diane. The play is di
rected by an alumnus of the 

Over the years the theater de
partment has produced its share 
of famous professionals: Peter 
Graves, Robert Vaughn, Linda 
Kelsey, John Astin, Tovah Feld
shuh, Larry Gates, and Loni 
Anderson among others. Gradu
ates Ken Frankel and Steven 
Kanee directed at the Guthrie 
this season. Frankel directed 
Wild Oats and Kanee was asso
ciate director of The Tavern. 

These graduates presumably 
agree with the realization that 
came to Moulton at the age of 
eight: it's wonderful to find 
something you love to do and 
can be paid for doing. For 
Moulton, the path to a theater 
career was show dancing. 

By the time Moulton was in 
high school he had a dance line 
of six girls and a female part
ner. While he was attending ju- • 
nior college in Duluth, he 
stopped by the community 
playhouse and got hooked. "It 
was a great life," he recalls. "I 
had . classes in the morning, 
taught tap dancing in the after
noon, and rehearsed plays in 
the evening." 

After returning from service in 
World War II, Moulton came to 
the University, where he earned 
advanced degrees in theater. At 
the urging of his wife, he 
joined a modern dance group 
on campus-the only male 
among 50 women dancers. 
There he was discovered by 
Gertrude Lippincott, a talented 
local dancer and choreographer. 
He joined Lippincott's dance 
company and at her urging he 
studied dance in New York, 
working with Martha Graham. 

As a theater professor Moulton 
has staged an average of two 
University Theatre productions a 
year since 1946. He also di
rected and choreographed 28 
melodramas and operettas as ar
tistic director of the local Stage
coach Opera Company from 
1%2 to 1972. 

Moulton combined his dance 
and theater experience to be
come one of the founders of a 
new theatrical discipline: stage 
movement. Actors had had 
voice coaches for years, but 
their movement in a role was 
expected to fall naturally into 
characterization. "I got angry 
over the idea that if you felt 

_!;· your role you would naturally 
of move correctly. Movement, like 
~ voice, is a teachable skill," 
,_ Moulton said. 

"Plays are, necessarily, a more 
intense version of life. Acting 
must be more intense· than 
movement and speech in every
day life. The idea of teaching 
stage movement is to help 
actors physically come to grips 
with their characters, to decide 
how the characters relate to the 
actors' own body rhythms." 

Moulton tells his stage move
ment students to go to the cir
cus and watch the lion tamers 
and tightrope walkers. "Those 
people put their lives on the 
line in their performances. It 
would be wonderful if actors 
could always have that same 
kind of energy and sureness of 
knowing exactly what they're 
doing. Watch the tightrope 
walker. See him smile and ges
ture to the crowd. He makes 
you a gift of his grace and 
ease, and you feel that perhaps 
you could ..-alk that tightrope 
too." 

As artistic director Moulton will 
be trying to coordinate the the
ater program so everyone in
volved can do a better job. 
"Considering how complicated 
any production is and that Uni
versity productions are a learn
ing process for our students, I 
am amazed the plays are as 
successful as they are," Moulton 
said. "Of course we always aim 
for a smash hit." 



A Celebration, -
Some Memories 



The University Theatre (upper left) is celebrating its 50th 
anniversary. 

Larry Gates as King Lear (upper right) in a 1974 production of 
Shakespeare's tragedy that marked the official opening of the 
Rarig Center theater complex. Gates, a veteran of Broadway, 
television, and motion pictures, appeared in several University 
Theatre productions during the 1930s. 

The Minnesota Centennial Showboat (lower left) opened in 1958 
thanks to the efforts of Frank M (Doc) Whiting, who was 
named captain of the sternwheeler. The 200-seat theater has be
come a summer tradition in Minnesota. 

A scene from Too Mlmy Thumbs (lower center), a play about 
evolution. The 1948 production starred WCCO-TV aewscaster 
Dllft Moore as tile ddmpanzee-. 

Maxwell Anderson's Tlu Sea Wife (lower right), a "tragedy of 
intolerance," was a 1932 world premiere. 
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Third World Visitors 
Call for · Aid, ·Trade 

Harlan Cleveland (second from left), director of the Humphrey Institute, with (left to righO Law
rence Satuh of Ghana, Ravi Sethi of India, Abu Shah of Malaysia, and Chryssoula Valtirka of Greece. 

by Maureen Smith 

When people talk of division in 
the world, they usually talk of 
East and West. They talk of 
power politics, the arms race, 
national defense. And in the 
world of 1980, those concerns 
are reaL 

But some people are saying 
there is an even more funda
mental division between North 
and South, between the haves 
anq the have nots. The coun
tries of the North-the United 
States, Canada, the European 
countries, the Soviet Union, Ja
pan-are, in varying degrees, 
the have nations of the world. 
The countries of the South-of 
Latin America, Africa, and 
southern Asia-are, in varying 
degrees, the have nots. 

A group of 27 men and women 
from the South, after spending 
a year at 10 different American 
universities as participants in 
the Hubert H. Humphr~y North
South Fellowship Program, met 
in June at the Humphrey Insti
tute on the Twin Cities campus 
for a workshop on North-South 
relations. 

They were professional people 
in their twenties and thirties-

public administrators, urban 
planners, physicians-and there 
was a feeling among them and 
among the workshop speakers 
that they were future leaders of 
their countries. "When you be
come the head of Zaire ... ," one 
Humphrey fellow began a com
ment to another. "As I was 
saying to the future finance 
minister of Turkey ... ," a 
speaker remarked. When the 
workshop was over, the Hum
phrey fellows returned to their 
countries. This year 82 fellows 
are studying at 17 American 
Wliversities. 

Discussion at the workshop cen
tered on the recent report of an 
international commission chaired 
by former West German chan
cellor Willy Brandt. The Brandt 
commission report is titled 
North-South: A Program for Sur
z,ival. Workshop speakers in
cluded two members of the 
commission, repr~sentatives of 
the United States government, 
and University faculty members. 

A degree of optimism 

"If we had chosen a moment 
for the report to come out, we 

couldn't have chosen a worse 
one," said Rodrigo Botero Mon
toya, former finance minister of 
Colombia and a member of the 
Brandt commission. The world 
economy had deteriorated since 
the commission began its work 
in 1977, and international rela
tions had worsened-not so 
much between North and 
South, but between East and 
West. (And money eaten up in 
the arms race between East and 
West, the Brandt report empha
sizes, is money that cannot be 
sper.t to feed and heal the 
world.) 

One recommendation in the 
Brandt report is that funds for 
development be raised through 
a tax on international trade or 
on the sale of armaments. "It 
takes a degree of optimism, or 
a lack of realism, to propose to 
the world community not only 
a reduction of armaments but a 
tax on armaments when events 
in Afghanistan and Tehera!l are 
pushing the world in the oppo
site direction," Botero said. 

But if there are reasons for de
spair, Botero said, there are also 
reasons for hope. "Croups of 
developing countries, in spite of 

an adverse international climate, 
have been able to show remark
able rates of growth ahd diver
sification of their economies. 
There are some newcomers to 
the industrialized world." The 
number of claimants for aid has 
fallen and "several of the ad
vanced developing countries 
have now become donors," he 
said. Most Latin American 
countries have "graduated" and 
are now receiving little or no 
bilateral assistance. 

On a recent visit to Japan, Botero 
said, he heard the Japanese re
fer to the newly industrialized 
countries of southeast Asia as 
the "gang of four'' -Singapore, 
Hong Kong, Taiwan, and Korea 
-because of "the rapid strides 
they're making in penetrating 
Japanese domestic markets as 
well as the markets of the 
world." 

Not everybody would count it 
as good news that more coun
tries are competing successfully 
in world markets. Imports have 
taken their toll on some Ameri
can industries, and workers are 
unemployed. But Jorge Cornejo 
Fernandez, a Humphrey fellow 
from Peru, said it is important 
for Americans to remember that 
trade flows two ways. Unless 

the South exports to the North, 
it cannot pay for the North's 
exports to the South. Americans 
talk today about "a flood of im
ports," Cornejo said. But they 
are unaware that one out of 
twenty jobs in the United States 
is in production of goods for 
export to developing countries. 

Imports have a moderating 
effect on inflation, the Brandt 
report says, and they encourage 
needed modernization of indus
tries in the North. Throughout 
the report the theme is mutual 
gain. There are calls for com
passion and social justice, but 
even more there is a search for 
solutions through which all na
tions can benefit. 

Advanced industrial nations are 
in the midst of their worst re
cession since the end of World 
War II, the report says. Produc
tive capacity is underused, and 
6 percent of the labor force is 
unemployed. At the same time 
there are projects in the South 
that cry out to be undertaken . 
"The coexistence of great needs 
in the South and the underused 
capacity in the North suggests 
the scope for large-scale transfer 
Qf resources based on mutuality 
of interests," the report says. 

The idea is to take measures 
that "will not only accelerate 
development in the South, but 
will also stimulate exports from 
the North and thus help to re
store the health of the world 
economy." 

Putting food first 

The needs in the South are 
great. Several Humphrey fellows 
and workshop speakers stressed 
that the first priority should be 
given to food. 

"Most of the developing world 
has placed agriculture almost at 
the bottom of its priorities," 
said Donald Plunkett, chief of 
the agricultural division of the 
U.S. International Development 
Cooperation Agency. "No coun
try can really move ahead until 
it solves its food problem. 

"No country 
can really 
move ahead 
until it solves 
its food 
problem." 

Many countries would like to 
industrialize without solving 
the food problem. It doesn't 
happen." 

Farmers must receive fair mar
ket prices, Plunkett said. Many 



governments have placed higher 
priority on needs of urban areas 
and have aimed to keep food 
prices low for people in the cit
ies, he said. 

At least 70 percent of the poor 
in developing countries live in 
rural areas, the Brandt report 
says. "The mass urban poverty 
of Kinshasa, Mexico City, or 
Cairo is a relatively modern 
phenomenon. For all its squalor, 
it is one step up from rural 
deprivation. To some extent, 
that is why these cities have 
grown." 

Gains in food production have 
been made in Asia, Plunkett 
said. "India may have turned 
the corner and may be in good 
shape for the next 20 years. If 
that's true, it's very significant. 
But the continent that's in dire 
trouble is Africa. Birth rates are 
rising, food production per capita 
is falling." 

Poverty and hunger go hand in 
hand. The United Nations now 
lists 29 "least developed coun
tries" (LDCs) in the world, 
most of them in two poverty 
belts, one across the middle of 
Africa and the other across part 
of south Asia and into east 
Asia. (But about two thirds of 
the world's poor are in four 
large countries of Asia-Bangla
desh, India, Indonesia, and 
Pakistan-and of these countries 
only Bangladesh is among the 
LDCs.) 

Agriculture is sometimes ineffi
cient in the South because of 
the time spent on nonproduc
tive work, said Jose Mannento, 
a Humphrey fellow from Tanza
nia. "In parts of Tanzania 
women may spend eight to ten 
hours a day fetching water and 
tending the firewood." 

But efficiency does not necessar
ily mean large-scale farming. 
"There is a mistaken view that 
large farmers produce more effi
ciently than small farmers," 
said a workshop speaker, Per 
Pinstrup-Andersen of the Inter
national Food Policy Research 
Institute in Washington. "It's 
not true that food is most 
cheaply produced on large 
holdings. 

"There is evidence from a large 
number of countries that if you 
introduce labor-saving technol
ogy, then you can greatly in
crease labor productivity but 
you don't really increase land 
productivity. There is no evi
dence tftat land productivity 
goes up with farm size." 

Small-scale, labor-intensive farm
ing may be best for many of 
the developing countries. Ravi 
Sethi, a Humphrey fellow from 
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India, said there is a district in 
India with one of the highest 
levels of rice production in the 
world "and it's all nonmechan
ized, small-scale farming." 

"There is a 
mistaken view 
that large 
farmers produce 
more efficiently 
than small 
farmers." 

One current trend that concerns 
Andersen is the growing of 
sugar cane, maize, and other 
agricultural products for conver
sion to gasohol. "A bandwagon 
is being generated, and it's 
dangerous," he said. "They are 
taking land out of food produc
tion and putting it into energy 
production." 

The trouble with exchanging 
food security for energy secur
ity, Andersen said in what he 
a.dmitted was an overstatement, 
is that "poor people depend on 
food security, and rich people 
depend on security in liquid 
fuel." 

Besides the example of India, 
Plunkett paid tribute to the ag
ricultural success story of Korea. 
As in India, he said, a strong 
commitment was made to..agri
cultural research, and Korea 
now has "world-class scien
tists." In spite of a land en
dowment that isn't very good, 
he said, "Korea now leads the 
world in rice production. It's a 
remarkable story. This has been 
done within a 20- or 25-year 
period. It can happen, It G:an 
happen within half a lifetime or 
even less." 

Five different worlds 

Botero said his experience on 
the Brandt commission showed 
him that there are several cate
gories of countries in the world, 
that each has a different idea of 
what is important, and that "all 
of them are right." He de
scribed the world as seen by 
five tvpes of countries. 

At the bottom are the least de
veloped countries, the LDCs of 
sub-Saharan Africa and south 
Asia. Because of poor resource 
endowments and unfavorable 
climatic conditions, "these coun
tries are the most needy in the 
world." It was an eye-opening 
experience, he said, when the 
Brandt commission held one of 
its meetings in Mali, one of the 
poorest countries in the world 
with a per capita income of $80 
a year. 

When the LDCs think of North
South relations, they tend to 
think of the need for aid or in
ternational transfers. "These 
countries are and should be the 
priority claimants. If any ration
ing must be done, it must be 
in their favor," Botero said. 

Next are the low-income coun
tries, somewhat better off than 
the LDCs. They are still recipi
ents of aid, but as exporters of 
commodities (agricultural and 
mining products) they are often 
-especially interested in price sta
bilization, Botero said. 

Low-income countries are often 
highly dependent on single 
commodities, and the Brandt re
port gives the example of Zam
bia to show the effect of price 
instability. In a recent year 94 
percent of Zambia's export earn
ings came from copper. "There 
was a boom in copper prices 
from 1972 with the price peak
ing in April 1974 at $3,034 per 
ton; then it suddenly fell to 
$1,290 before the end of the 
year. But the prices of imports 
continued to rise so that the 
volume of imports Zambia could 
buy fell by 45 percent between 
1974 and 1975." 

Middle-income countties, with 
more widely diversified econo
mies and more advanced indus
trial plants, have now entered 
the world markets with manu
factured goods, Botero said. For 
them, aid has disappeared as a 
priority issue and free trade has 
become fundamental. What wor
ries them is a growing trend 
toward protectionism, toward 
tariffs and quotas, in the coun
tries of the North. 

For a middle-income country 
that is counting on the profits 
of its exports, Botero said, "it 
can be a fatal blow to see a 
world market abruptly closed." 

Oil-exporting countries have 
their own problems and should 
not be cast as villains, Botero 
said. "They resent being treated 
as rich countries. They have a 
serious preoccupation with 
world inflation. They say, 'We 
are selling our capital, losing 
our asset that is our lifeblood, 
and we must ensure that we 
replace it with something that 
keeps value. This is not a re
newable asset. When the oil 

what will be left?' " 

Political science instructor 
Martin Sampson III said the oil
exporting countries "have th~ir 
own very substantial develop
ment problems. The nature of 
oil production is that it employs 
very few people. The revenue 
comes back to the government, 
and the discovery is made that 
it is very tough to spend that 
money effectively. They don't 

have the accountants to keep 
track of it, or the engineers to 
put it to use. The expenditure 
of wealth leads to unavoidable 
corruption and increases the 
number of foreigners in the 
country. You end up with a 
political dilemma. That's a ma
jor part of what happened to 
the shah of Iran." 

Botero said he was surprised by 
the vulnerability of another 
group of countries, the western 
European countries. He said his 
British colleague on the Brandt 
commission, former prime min
ister Edward Heath, told him 
that "sector after sector of Brit
ish industry finds that it is no 
longer competitive. He would 
visit shipyards in South Korea 
and see equipment more mod
ern than anything that exists in 
Britain." 

"There is a feeling in western 
Europe that the period of 
growth and dynamism is be
hind, not ahead, that the 
frontiers of development are in
creasingly elsewhere," Botero 
said. "What to me was a 
surprise was to see that the 
countries one took for granted 
were looking at the world as if 
the balance of power was not 
only shifting but had already 
shifted." 

With such different views repre
sented, Botero said, it was a 
major achievement for the com
mission to issue a unanimous 
report-"and it was not obvious 
through our proceedings that it 
~ould happen." The unanimous 
report is a tribute to the wis
dom of chairman Brandt, he 
said, but also reflects the sense 
of vulnerability among all 
groups. 

"All of these groups had 
enough of a stake in a func
tioning world economy that it 
was necessary to make conces
sions," Botero said. "No longer 
is the improvement of condi
tions in the South just a matter 
of philanthropic or sentimental 
interest in the developed coun
tries. There is a clear self
interest in the North for dyna
mism to be maintained in the 
developing countries." 

(Members of the Brandt com
mission from the United States 
were Washington Post publisher 
Katharine Graham and Wall 
Street banker Peter Peterson. 
Other members were from 
Kuwait, Upper Volta, Chile, 
Tanzania, India, Malaysia, Indo
nesia, Japan, Canada, Sweden, 
France, Guyana, and Algeria.) 

What of America? 

Botero did not characterize the 
stance of the United States, but 
other workshop speakers told 
the Humphrey fellows that 
Americans are going through a 
time of discouragement and in
sularity and that prospects are 
not good for increased foreign 
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aid. And after a year in Amer
ica, the Humphrey fellows had 
their own observations. 

"The great majority of Ameri
cans are not well informed 
about our countries," said Ken
neth Kanda of Ghana. "On 
many occasions you find Ameri
cans using their own yardsticks 
to judge our countries. 

"The great 
majority of 
Americans are 
not well 
informed about 
our countries." 

"In a situation in our countries 
where wealth is amassed in the 
hands of a few, where people 
in the villages don't even have 
good drinking water, where you 
have a nationalist government 
coming in and wanting to 
transform the society, that gov
ernment is labeled communist 
and is branded as part of the 
Soviet bloc. 

"There are many of us in the 
younger generation who have 
moved out of the villages in 
order to go to the university, 
who see our mothers and 
fathers still in the villages with 
the rain dripping down on 
them. The conviction has come 
to us that we cannot live in 
comfort while back in the vil
lages they don't have food." 

When a nationalist and reform
minded government comes in, 
Kanda asked, "Is there any way 
that the United States can go to 
the aid of these people instead 
of pushing them away, calling 
them communists, and driving 
them to extremism?" 

Ravi Sethi of India had another 
kind of observation. "We have 
seen the tremendous strength 
and vitality of the industrial en
terprise in America, we have 
seen the tremendous strength 
and vitality of the political sys
tem, the freedom of discussion 
that you enJoy. And yet at the 
same time we hear this endless 
refrain, 'We ourselves are in 
trouble. We don't know where 
we are going.' 

"It's this sense of despondency 
that is striking to an observer 
from outside. The world will 
not wait for the United States 
to wake up or resolve its 
problems." 
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Scientists Go Underground 
In Search of Unified Theory 
by Mark Canney 

A bat dips and sways through 
the air to the sound of Wag
ner's "Ride of the Valkyries." 
Five scientists in hardhats grunt 
and groan, lifting slabs of gray 
concrete laced with metal tubes. 
The setting is a carved-out sec
tion of shiny reddish jasper 
2,000 feet below the surface of 
the earth. 

What looks and sounds like a 
1930-vintage horror movie set is 
actually preparation for a high
energy physics experiment with 
far-reaching ramifications. 

You might say the Twin Cities 
campus physics department has 
"gone under" to answer some 
rudimentary questions about the 
nature of matter. 

Supported by a grant from the 
U.S. Department of Energy, 
University physicists are work
ing in the 23rd level of a re
tired iron ore mine in Soudan, 
Minnesota. 

The Soudan mine, the deepest 
and oldest in Minnesota, was 
given to the state in 1963 by 
the Oliver Iron Mining Division 
of U.S. Steel Corporation. The 
Minnesota iron mining industry 
was literally born in this mine 
in 1884, but the mine was con
sidered worked out by 1962. 

Sections of the 23rd and 25th 
levels have been leased to the 
University by the state Depart
ment of Natural Resources for 
the experiment. The mine's 
maximum depth is 2,500 feet. 

Access to the mine is provided 
by an elevator that rivals a car
nival ride as a source of adren
alin surges: it was built in 1924 
and its 800-feet-a-minute shak
ing, quaking ride is powered by 
a 600-horsepower electric motor. 

Physicists from the University 
have been braving the elevator 
ride for the past year or so. 
With the help of Howard Bristol 
and Walter Heikkinen, two re
tired miners who worked the 
Soudan mine before it closed, 
they have prepared a 20- by 40-
foot section for their research 
work. 

The area is complete with 
fluorescent lights, a space 
heater- the temperature is a 
constant 50 degrees Fahrenheit 
at the 2,000-foot level-a phone 

Physics professor Marvin Marshak (second from left) and students work on the Minnesota detec
tor. It is hoped that the instrument will detect the decay of protons. 

to the surface, and a stereo 
cassette recorder, since no radio 
waves will penetrate that far 
into the ground. 

The experiment that all this 
subtenanean labor is leading up 
to will further the knowledge 
gained by the 1979 Nobel Prize
winning effort in physics. That 
prize was awarded for research 
on the unification theory, which 
states that all the elementary 
particles of matter and all the 
forces acting between them can 
be explained by a single com
prehensive theory. 

There are four fundamental 
forces in nature: gravity, electro
magnetism, the nuclear or 
strong force that holds the nu
clei of atoms together, and the 
weak forces that are responsible 
for some radioactive decays. 

The 1979 Nobel winners, Shel
don Glashow and Steven Wein
berg of Harvard and Abdus 
Salam, who works at the Uni
versities of London and Trieste, 
were responsible for unifying 
the electromagnetic and weak 
forces. The Minnesota project 
will be an attempt to relate the 
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strong force with the weak and 
electromagnetic forces . 

"The experiment is of such im
portance to the worldwide 
physics community that there 
are experiments planned on the 
unification theory in Utah, 
Ohio, India, and in a tunnel 
that passes through the Franco
Italian Alps," said University 
physicist Marvin Marshak. 

Including the strong force in 
the unification scheme gives rise 
to the surprising theoretical pre
diction that over a long period 
of time matter is intrinsically 
unstable and spontaneously con
verts to energy. Observing this 
breakdown of matter will be the 
key to the experiment. 

The researchers hoJ1e to observe 
the protons contained in the at
oms that make up specially 
made slabs of concrete and tac
onite dust as they convert from 
matter to energy. Such transfor
mations are extremely rare, hap
pening only once every lo-W to 
loJ4 (10 followed by 30 to 34 
zeroes) years. 

"The experiment can be per
formed either by observing a 
very small amount of matter for 

a very long time or by observ
ing a very large amount of mat
ter for a relatively short time," 
Marshak said. 

The physicists have opted for 
the latter. 

Initially, the researchers planned 
to pump 5 million gallons of 
water into the mine from 
nearby Lake Vermilion, but be
cause of the expense and the 
amount of space needed they 
have abandoned that idea. In
stead, they have built what 
they call the "Minnesota 
dt'tector." 

The Minnesota detector is a se
ries of rectangular slabs 10 feet 
long, 1 foot wide, and about an 
inch and a half thick. Each of 
these slabs is laced with conduit 
that contains argon and carbon 
dioxide gas. The gas-containing 
metal tubes will detect protons 
in the concrete and taconite 
mixture as they break down. 

When the detector is completed 
there will be 432 slabs stacked 
in alternate directions to a 
height of eight feet. The detec-
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tor will be 10 feet long by 10 
feet wide and will weigh 30 
metric tons. 

Included in the detector. will be 
the necessary 1030 protons, giv
ing odds that at least one pro
ton decay should be detected a 
year. "Actually, we hope to be 
able to detect about 10 decays a 
year," Marshak said. 

When a proton decays, a very 
small amount of energy is given 
off in the form of an electric 
pulse. These pulses will be de
tected by the tubes in the con
crete-taconite slabs. Because of 
the extremely small amount of 
energy given off, the tubes 
must be hypersensitive, which 
is why the experiment must be 
done deep underground. On 
the earth's surface, cosmic rays 
would overload the detector 
tubes. 

Even with 2,000 feet of earth 
above, Marshak says they still 
expect to pick up readings from 
a few penetrating cosmic rays. 
The scientists will be able to 
differentiate between electric 
pulses that are the result of 
cosmic rays and those emanat
ing from the decay of a proton. 

;E The tiny electrical pulse, only a 
E few thousandths of a volt, that .: 

is the result of a decaying pro-
ton will be passed to a com
puter via an amplifier at the 
end of each tube detector. The 
computer will digest the infor
mation and record it for later 
analysis. 

Some forms of cosmic ray, most 
notably muons and neutrinos, 
will penetrate the half mile of 
earth and send information to 
the computer. This, according to 
Marshak, will give an added at
traction to the experiment-it 
will have one of the few neu
trino detectors ever built. 

Neutrinos, particularly penetrat
ing forms of radiation, could 
yield extremely interesting astro
physical information. 

Considered as dose to nothing 
as a particle can be, the neu
trino has neither mass nor elec
tric charge, but acts as an 
unhindered messenger from the 
galaxy. It can convey informa
tion about the stars and report 
the occurrence of supernovae 
explosions anywhere in the 
Milky Way. 

The neutrinos and muons will 
also be used to calibrate the de
tector and generally make sure 
the system is working properly. 

The detector should be opera
tional some time this fall. In 
the meantime, physicists will be 
taking the hair raising, noisy el
evator ride into the bowels of 
the earth making sure every
thing is ready to go . 



Band Wow-s Chinese 
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Friendship with China con
tinues to grow, and the Uni
versity of Minnesota is in 
the thick of it. In early Julv, 
while United States and Chi
nese leaders were meeting in 
Tokyo, University concert 
band members were on a 
goodwill mission of their 
own. During a 15-day stay 
in the Peop[e' s Republic of 
China, the band p1ayed 
eight concerts in five cities, 
including four performances 
in Peking. 

The China tour was a re
sounding success. Audiences 
responded to the music with 
loud applause and standing 
ovations-a display of enthu
siasm that was described as 
"unprecedented" by Time 
correspondent Richard Bern
stein . 

• 
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by Neal St. Anthony 

If you remember Pete Wagner 
as an overzealous University of 
Minnesota undergraduate of the 
mid-1970s who printed an "ob
scene" word on his forehead to 
defy a sanctimonious Bible Belt 
preacher, and as a candidate for 
student body president heading 
the "Tupperware party" tick-
et .. .if that's how you remember 
him, then Wagner thinks you 
missed the whole point. 

Wagner, 25, a former Minnesota 
Daily political cartoonist, alter
nately drew lavish praise and 
anguished screams for his direct 
and pointed work. 

Wagner's energetic and rather 
pleasaRt demeanor belies his 
expressed distaste for big corpo
rations and government and for 
the silent, material-rich, princi
ple-poor Americans seemingly 
oblivious to injustices in the 
United States and abroad. And, 
of course, students, faculty, a!ld 
administrators often felt his bite. 

Wagner's designed-to-gore-your
ox-whoever-you-are style, he 

honest, unhysterical criticism. 
Wagner had a tendency to 
chafe. He's a little bit thin
skinned." 

Novak noted that the Daily ran 
a Wagner cartoon depicting an 
editor's hands, presumably No
vak's, grabbing Wagner by the 
neck and erasing his forehead. 
That day the Daily ran an edi
torial describing Wagner as a 
sort of independent columnist 
with a pencil, not necessarily 
reflecting the editorial opinion 
espoused by the Daily. 

Wagner viewed that as a 
cop-out. 

Said Novak: "I have a small 
collection of his things. I 
thought a lot of his cartoons 
were very good. He tended to 
bludgeon his subjects now and 
then. But I can think of several 
that are memorable," including 
numerous lampoons of Nixon, 
Humphrey, Ford, and others. 

"He .was allowed to do about 
whatever he wanted," Novak con
cluded. '"We made it clear that his 

It's the Pete Wagner Show! 
thinks, has earned him the 
wrath of the powerful and got
ten him "blacklisted" by many. 
newspapers. 

His cartoons have appeared in 
dozens of newspapers, including 
the Washington Post, and in Time 
magazine. Now he is touring 
Midwestern college campuses 
with a two-hour political satire 
show, and he has written a 
book-generously illustrated 
with his cartoons-about politics 
and journalism over the past six 
years. 

"Cartooning 'is a means to an 
end," Wagner said in an inter
view. "I don't limit myself to 
cartoons. That's the reason for 
the theatrics." 

Wagner is particularly remem
bered for a May 1975 debate 
with Catholic Bulletin editor Ber
nard Casserly, who criticized 
two of Wagner's cartoons as 
"arrogant, prejudiced, and sim~ 
ply in bad taste." 

One was a shot at anti-abortion 
forces in which a speaker exhib
iting a pig fetus described it as 
human to incite his audience. 
In another cartoon, the convict
ing jury in the trial of a black 
Boston physician who had per
formed an abortion was dressed 
in Ku Klux Klan robes with 
crosses around their necks. Said 

the foreman: "We find the nig
ger ... er, make that the defend
ant, guilty of manslaughter." 

A complaint was brought to the 
University Press Council, which, 
however, found the two car
toons "within the reasonable 
limits of responsible journal
ism." 

That certainly didn't placate 
Wagner's detractors, who 
accused him of being anti-Cath
olic. In a mock attempt at rec
onciliation, Wagner arrived at 
the scene of the Casserly debate 
in the garb of a Catholic monk, 
complete with a staff and a 
fleshlike rubber piece on his 
head to make him look bald. 

"Pete was kind of a welcome 
force on campus because there 
was so little humor," recalls 
journalism professor Everette 
Dennis, who moderated the 
Wagner-Casserly debate. "He 
has a kind of wit, a fiendish 
humor, but it's done in good 
fun." 

Later that spring Wagner con
fronted a pontificating funda
mentalist on the Minneapolis 
campus mall. The preacher, 
who was imploring students to 
be pure and chaste, was chal
lenged by Wagner, who had 
printed the street term for sex
ual intercourse on his forehead, 
a Ia Abbie Hoffman. 

The preacher refused to ac
knowledge the word. Wagner 

said he wanted to make the 
point that sexual intercourse is 
not something to be shunned. 
"I asked him, 'Don't you use 
tke words kill or die?' " Wagner 
recalled.- "Those are worse." 

"People would put banana peels 
under his feet. He'd say 'sex' 
and everyone would cheer be
fore he'd say it's bad. I didn't 
interfere with him. He entered 
a debate with me and I left af
ter five minutes. You can't 
believe how overblown that 
was." 

But a Daily photographer caught 
the action, and Wagner was 
suspended for a short time 
from the newspaper. 

''I'm a person of action-I'm 
theatrical," Wagner said. "It's a 
perfectly legitimate means of ex
pressing opinions. What I did 
was effective. 

"The people at the Daily were 
upset not because of what I 
said, but because they said it 
interfered with his freedom of 
speech. Their overriding fear 
was 'How can l write Minnesota 
Daily on my resume when they 
associate it with some nut?' " 

Former Daily editor Jay Novak 
recalls things a little differently. 
"I think people gave him a 
hard time," Novak said in a 
telephone interview from his of
fice at the Daily Globe in Worth
ington, Minnesota. "But it was Pete Wagner 



views were his own" -a stand 
Wagner found cowardly. 

Although he continued as a car
toonist at the Daily, Wagner 
said his production and his en
thusiasm ebbed because he was 
battling his editors and col
leagues constantly. 

Likewise, he said he tried to 
land jobs at the two major Min
neapolis newspapers, but that 
editors found his cartoons too 
controversial-exactly the reac
tion a good satirist should get, 
Wagner contends. 

"The editors of the Minneapolis 
and St. Paul papers hate my 
guts" because he doesn't con
cede principle to please superi
ors, Wagner said. "Which is the 
story of my life. It's impossible 
for me to get published in the 
Twin Cities." 

"An editorial cartoonist usually 
reflects the view of his paper," 
Dennis said. "It's obvious that a 
conservative newspaper 
wouldn't hire him. But in some 
cases a cartoonist is a sort of 
independent columnist." 

Dennis doesn't think that Wag
ner wants for imaginative, bit
ing satire: "He's better than 
most major cartoonists from the 
sheer standpoint of ideas, even 
though his draftsmanship isn't 
all that strong." 

But, as Dennis observed, com
petition is tough. There are a 
lot of good cartoonists. "I 
would hope that he would de
velop," Dennis said. "But he 
would have to join an editorial 
organization. There are markets 
for radical cartoonists." 

Cartooning, Wagner repeats, is 
only a vehicle for his ideology, 
his criticisms. It's only one way 
to express himself. 

And it was as much his quasi
political posturing as his car
tooning that preceded his 
departure from the University. 
In the spring of 1976 he ran for 
student body president on the 
Tupperware party ticket. He 
promised students that he'd 
leave campus if he was elected. 
He wasn't, but he left anyway. 

"It was the ultimate reaction, 
the grand finale," said Wagner, 
who admits that he enjoys no
toriety. "I knew the Daily 
would have to cover the elec
tion. They came back with a 
suspension, which was fine 
with me. 

"It was a constant exercise to 

show students that the Dai/11 
was a bunch of mice learnihg 
to be rats." 

Wagner returned to his home
town of Milwaukee to complete 
degrees in journalism and politi
cal science at the University of 
Wisconsin. Then he joined the 
Madison Press Connection, a 
grass-roots effort of journalists 
who were striking against the 
city's major newspapers. Many 
of his cartoons were controver
sial, including one that showed 
Israeli Prime Minister Menachem 
Begin giving a world geography 
lesson that showed most loca
tions, except for New Jersey, as 
a subset of Israel. 

"I only got $55 a week, but it 
was like heaven," Wagnet: re
called of his 10 months at the 
Press Connection. But even there, 
his editors tried to temper his 
work-unfairly, he claims. 

Wagner regards the media with 
considerable suspicion, charging 
that most newspapers breed the 
banal middle-of-the-road stuff 
that won't offend. His politics 
are rooted in his distrust: "The 
media are giving the wrong in
formation . That's why people 
vote for Ronald Reagan, and 
why they hate the ayatollah in
stead of the shah." 

His political satire program fo
cuses heavily on what he re
gards as his suppression by 
weakling editors. "All I'm trying 
to do is get people t<Y realize, 
by using myself as an example, 
that they should be suspicious 
of the media." 

One Wagner critic, although 

generally impressed by his 
work, finds Wagner's credibility 
tarnished by his theatrical 
antics. Novak was somewhat 
bewildered by what he de
scribed as Wagner's "unfocused 
radicalism." 

To Wagner, the theatrics and 
rhetoric aided his credibility, or 
at least drew attention to his 
work, his ideas. 

"You won't get ideas a~ross if 
you're a nonentity," Wagner 

said. "You have to be kind of a 
celebrity. My purpose was to 
get the message across. It was 
a means." 

Wagner's last job as a cartoonist 
was for Hustler magazine, a 
periodical known more for ex
posing female genitalia than for 
enlightened writing. However, 
Wagner never really joined the 
staff. He submitted cartoons by 
mail for several months. 

"Nine months after I came to 
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Hustler its publisher, Larry 
Flynt, was born again," Wagner 
quips during his satire show. 

Wagner urges students during 
his review to be optimistic 
about the prospects for political 
activism. He believes that the 
overt acts of protest of the 
1960s have given way to sub
tler, more sophisticated chal
lenges of the system, not to 
student apathy as some con
tend. 

He poirits out that he was still 
mastering a bicycle during the 
activist heyday in the 1960s. His 
rhetoric and style, though, im
ply that had he been there, it 
would have been the time of 
his life. 
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Letters 
Invisible Women 

I am amazed and delighted by how 
consistently I enjoy the writing and 
range of Update. It makes me feel 
very good about being an alumna 
of the University (Ph.D., English, 
1%8). Reading the summer issue 
gave me further reason to feel good 
as I noticed for the first time the 
statement "The University of Minne
sota is committed to the policy that 
all persons shall have equal access 
to its programs ... '' I found this an 
unusually sincere version of the 
usual statement proclaiming that a 
university is in compliance with 
government regulations. I even felt 
good reading about the University's 
settlement in the sex discrimination 
suit brought against it. I knew that 
a brief article could not begin to 
convey the anguish and anger on 
both sides, but there seemed to be 
some strong evidence of the Univer
sity's commitment to fighting dis
crimination in the future. 

It was therefore with !=Onsiderable 
dismay that I got to the last page 
(because I was reading it cover to 
cover) and found in the announce
ment of awards and appointments 
those six male faces smiling up at 
me. For here once again it seemed 
to be the same old story-the invi
sibility of women when it comes to 
the really important positions, the 
highly valued honors. I felt angered 
that not one woman in the entire 
University seemed to deserve "the 
honor (which] is the highest the 
University can give members of its 
faculty." I hope you will be able to 
answer me with a reminder that 
last year's awards all went to 
women; I would happily stand 
corrected. But I could not leave un
expressed the strong wave of disap
pointment which those pleasant 
faces evoked. Obviously Update is 
not responsible for the University's 
policy of making awards, but I still 
thought your fine newsletter a not 
inappropriate place to voice this 
alumna's uneasiness. 

Judith Stitzel 
Professor of English 
Coordinator, Women's Studies 

Program 
West Virginia University 
Morgantown 

Fearing the Fearful 

I am down in the reactor cavity of 
a 500 MWE nuclear reactor. I have 
no fear. I know what I am doing, 
and why I am doing it. 

I am at ·an "anti-nuclear" rally, 
wearing a pro-nuclear T-shirt. I 
have a great deal of fear, and what 
I fear is the fear-full people around 
me. They are so bound up with 
their fear that they will hurt and 
destroy in reaction to their uncon
trolled fear. 

Maybe some people of my genera
tion wish to live as the Mbuti Pyg
mies mentioned in Yi-Fu Tuan's 
"Landscapes of Fear," but I for one 
prefer not to live in such a style. 

I too live with an encompassing 
fear, and that is of the current in
tellectuloid's antitechnology group
think. If it continues to prevail in 
public policy I fear the worst. Per-

.. 
haps, however, the crisis mentality 
of the United States demands that 
the worst come before the best. 

Jim Kingsly 
Omaha 

Save Powell Hall 

There is one inaccurate statement in 
the article "Crowded U Hospitals 
Look to Renewal Project" in the 
summer issue: " ... no place for the 
parents to go to be alone and no 
space for parents to spend time 
with the infants." There is a chapel, 
which was empty at the time I vis
ited it, and it is reasonable to ex
pect that this is true much of the 
time as quiet is expected. There are 
outdoor spaces, uniquely beautiful, 
with benches (why not a few picnic 
tables?) along the Mississippi River 
bank. 

I am alarmed to think that this 
beautiful chapel may be demolished 
along with Powell Hall, which is 
probably more important to Minne
sota, the United States, and the 
world than a Nightingale Hall in 
England. Louisa M. Powell was the 
first director of the first collegiate 
school of nursing in the world. Not 
only is Powell Hall a shrine in this 
sense, but it is architecturally im
portant, handsome, and sound, 
certainly holding its own as an i_m
portant facet of the health sciences 
complex, of which University Hospi
tals is a part. 

Further, Powell Hall is one of very 
few places for outstate patients to 
stay during diagnostic tests and 
treatments not requiring inpatient or 
acute care 24 hours a day. Their 
costs would be much higher if they 
had to occupy one of the 580 hos
pital beds or live in a downtown 
hotel. Powell Hall does indeed need 
extensive restoration, but I believe it 
deserves it, even more than Pioneer 
Hall, which was renovated recently. 
Perhaps the apartment building be
tween Powell and Pioneer could be 
replaced by a high-rise without 
damaging the spectacularly beautiful 
landscape. 

Many University Hospitals buildings 
certainly are inadequate, but Powell 
Hall and the chapel should be re
tained. 

Bea Mooney 
Lakeland, Minnesota 

Nurses' Perspectives 

Your article on the University Hos
pitals renewal project had me shak
ing my head in disgus't. After 
spending two and a half years as 
an RN on a cardiovascular station. 
I've left for Abbott-Northwestern 
Hospital to return to safe, reward
ing nursing. The chronic, dangerous 
understaffing and the constant polit
ical maneuvering always undercut 
quality patient care, frustrating 
nurses beyond endurance. 

For example, the rack of a septic 
lCU caused patients who needed it 
to be "farmed out" to regular nurs
ing floors. The nurses there are to
tally unfamiliar with respirators and 
invasive monitoring Jines, but that 
never stopped administration. Many 
were the davs when we nurses 
were told tO' "draw straws" to care 
for these p;;~tients or face discipli
nary action. Most of us, being new 

and gullible, accepted the responsi
bility, praying nothing would "go 
wrong" on our shift. 

NoW, I'm in an ICU where care of 
the patient is paramount. The ad
ministration is visible and respon
sive, in contrast to the University, 
where red tape entanglements snag 
any needed change. Furthermore, 
while the University may tout itself 
as a teaching hospital, I've had 
more teaching at Abbott-Northwest
ern In two months than my whole 
stint on Station 48. The teaching is 
reserved for medical students--nurs
ing is extremely low priority and 
nurses in general are treated as sec
ond class professionals. 

Despite all the wonderful plans for 
new facilities, there is a scent of 
decay and indifference in the ad
mini~tration that new buildings 
won't change. 

Lisa Anne Grage Citak 
Minneapolis 

Editor's note: Barbara Tebbitt, director 
of Nursing Services at University Hos
pitals, was invited to reply to Ms. 
Citak' s letter. 

Ms. Citak's lett~r regarding nursing 
quality at University Hospitals con
fuses several issues. Her discussion 
has little to do with the obvious 
and legitimate need for updated 
hospital facilities. Replacement of 
parts of University Hospitals is a 
necessary pri9rity in order to con
tinue to attract knowledgeable and 
capable staff and nationally competi
tive faculty, as well as to provide 
quality health care as the state's re
ferral center. 

As a teaching hospital, the educa
tional process continues in conjunc
tion with University of Minnesota 
health science schools and colleges, 
which provide education for about 
5,600 students. University Hospitals 
are high acuity facilities and special
ize in the care and treatment of se
riously ill patients who have been 
referred by physicians throughout 
the state and nation. The hospitals 
continue to expect and receive dili
gent and competent service from 
each employee under often stressful 
and emergency conditions. 

Barbara Yolk Tebbitt 
Senior Associate Director of Hospi

tals and Clinics 
Director, Nursing Services 

Islam and the Middle East: 
A Day of Learning 
Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist Harrison Salisbury will re
turn to the University to head a group of journalists, busi
ness people, and College of Liberal Arts professors for this 
year's Spectrum '80 program: "Islam and the Middle East: 
A Day of Learning." Salisbury, who graduated from the 
University in 1930 and once was Moscow correspondent 
for the New York Times, will deliver the luncheon addresS
on "Russian Foreign Policy in the Middle East" at a com
munity program scheduled for Saturday, November 22, 
from 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. in Coffman Memorial Union. 
Participants will be able to view displays and select lec
tures on the arts, music, literature, archeology, politics, 
and economics of the Muslim world. Information is avail
able from the Minnesota Alumni Association, telephone 
(612) 373-2466. 

Change of Name, Change of Address, 
Getting Off Our List 

If the post office is charging you for your issues of Update lately, 
chances are you've gotten married or moved. Check carefully and 
see if this isn't the case. 

To change your name or address on our mai)ing list, send us your 
current mailing label along with your new name or address. 

If you no longer wish to receive Update, or if you are receiving 
extra copies that you don't want, send us the mailing label from the 
copy you don't want and we'll take it off our list. 

attach mail label here 

0 Change name or address to: 0 Remove from mailing list. 

Send to Update, University Relations, S-68 Morrill Hall, 
100 Church Street S.E., University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, 
Minnesota 55455. 
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