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Taxonomy 
Belamcanda chinensis 
Iris domestica (due to DNA 
testing) 
Iridaceae 
Blackberry Lily, Leopard Lily 



Geographic Distribution 

h"p://en.wikipilipinas.org/index.php?
5tle=Belamcanda_chinensis	  

Belamcanda is native to 
southern Asia. 

Now is becoming naturalized 
in the US 



In the USA 



Native Habitat 

h"p://natural.uchicago.edu/naturalsystems/class/
PlantSystema5cs/photos/0293.jpg	  

Tropical and temperate regions 
including; woodlands, rocky 
bluffs, hillsides, roadsides, old 
homesteads, and fallow fields. 



Cultural Requirements 

•  Anticipated zone 4 hardy 
•  Heat tolerant due to its native 

habitat (tropics) 
•  Thrives in high light  
•  Moist, well-drained soil 
•  Susceptible to Cladosporium	  leaf	  
spot,	  bacterial	  crown	  rot,	  rust,	  
and	  anthracnose	  

h"p://www.desert-‐tropicals.com/Plants/Iridaceae/
Belamcanda_chinensis.html	  



Taxonomic Description 

• Roots fibrous from the stem and form 
modified bulbs, corms or rhizomes 
• Leaves are narrow, upright and linear 
and are crowded at the base 
• Flowers are about 2” in diameter the 
most common color being orange/
salmon each peppered with reddish, 
black spots on its 6 tepals 
• Height18-36” 



Cultivars on the market 

‘Hello Yellow’ 
Belamcanda 

flabellata 

Thompson and Morgan  

h"p://
www.ausgarden
er.com.au/
products/
Belamcanda-‐
%252d-‐Hello-‐
Yellow.html	  

h"p://
www.robsplants.
com/plants/
IrisDomes.php	  



Propagation 

Propagation can be done by division and seeds.   

Seeds, have very sporadic germination rates.  My 
results showed between 25 and 57 days. 

Breeding selections need to be made to select 
early germinating and even germinating plants. 

h"p://www.ausgardener.com.au/
products/Belamcanda-‐%252d-‐Leopard-‐
Lily.html	  



Seeds 

h"p://www.calfloranursery.com/images/
pics/a_b/belamcanda_chinensis_6c.jpg	  

About 10-36 seeds 
for each flower 



Belamcanda Ideotype 

•  The ideal Belamcanda is one that germinates 
early and evenly.  

•  Heat and drought tolerant 
•  Flowering can be predicted to a  

 certain month 

h"p://www.perennial-‐garden-‐plants.com/
pictorial-‐flower-‐guide.html	  



Why Floriculturists like Belamcanda? 

•  Hardy to zone (5) I would say at least 4 
•  Multi season interest 
– Winter seeds  
– Summer flowering Aug.-October 

•  Heat tolerant and loves full sun 

h"p://www.sunnybrookfarms.com/featuredplants.htm	  

h"p://
www.hillkeep.ca/
bulbs%20iris.htm	  



Production Schedule 

Week	  
45	  
Sow	  
seeds	  

(Nov)	  

Week	  
48	  make	  
selec5ons	  of	  
early	  
germina5ng	  
seedlings	  
(Dec)	  

Week	  52	  
transplant	  
to	  3”	  pots	  
(Dec)	  

Week	  33	  -‐38	  target	  
flowering	  date	  (Aug,	  
Sept)	  

Will	  flower	  more	  in	  
the	  next	  year.	  

Week	  15	  
transplant	  to	  
4-‐6”	  pots	  
(April)	  

h"p://
www.natureproducts.n
et/Forest_Products/
Ornamentals/
Belamcanda.html	  

Total crop production time  
40-45 weeks 



Breeding Requirements 

•  Select early germinating accessions is needed 
in order for this to become a crop easily grown 
in commercial production. 

h"p://
www.gardenso_heblue
ridge.com/	  


