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A work session of the Board of Regents was held on Thursday, March 8, 2007 at 
1:30 p.m. in the East Committee Room, 600 McNamara Alumni Center. 
 
 Regents present:  Anthony Baraga, presiding; Clyde Allen, Peter Bell, Dallas 
Bohnsack, John Frobenius, Steven Hunter, David Larson, Cynthia Lesher, David 
Metzen, and Patricia Simmons. 
   
 Staff present: President Robert H. Bruininks; Senior Vice President Frank Cerra; 
and Executive Director Ann Cieslak.  
 

Regent Baraga commented that the work session will provide an opportunity for 
the Board to discuss the health sciences partnership between the University and 
Fairview Health Services (Fairview).  Senior Vice President Cerra introduced Deborah 
Powell, Dean of the Medical School, and David Page, President and Chief Executive 
Officer of Fairview, and provided background information on the origins and structure 
of the partnership. 
 

Cerra opened the presentation by explaining that the University of Minnesota 
Hospitals and Clinics (UMHC) was sold to Fairview in 1997.  He noted that the 
partnership between Fairview and the University is structured such that Fairview 
operates the hospital, University of Minnesota Physicians (UMP) provides the clinicians, 
and the Academic Health Center coordinates the education and research programming.  
Cerra added that the University of Minnesota Medical Center, operated by Fairview, is 
not supported by any public funding. 

 
Cerra explained that the mission of the Academic Health Center is to provide 

leadership in education, research, and clinical sciences.  He emphasized that facility 
investments are critical to the success in these three areas as the University is losing 
out on recruiting students and attaining grant funding.  Powell stated that a great 
medical school requires a great teaching hospital.  She observed that 11 of the top 14 
hospitals in the nation are the teaching hospitals for medical schools that are in the top 
14 in NIH rankings.   

 
Page commented on the success of the partnership and explained Fairview’s goal 

of partnering with the University to be the best health care delivery system in America.  
He provided background materials on the University of Minnesota Medical Center 
Regeneration Project, which is centered around the following principles: 

 
• regenerate existing facilities of the medical center; 
• provide facilities requisite of a world class academic medical center for 

adults and children; 
• consolidate childrens services and create distinction from adult services; 

and 
• provide ambulatory care in one location. 

 
 
 




