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 A meeting of the Facilities Committee of the Board of Regents was held on Thursday, 
May 11, 2006 at 9:45 a.m. in the West Committee Room, 600 McNamara Alumni Center. 
 

Regents present: David Metzen, presiding; Anthony Baraga, Frank Berman, John 
Frobenius, and Steven Hunter. 
 

Staff present:  Chancellor Kathryn Martin; Vice President Kathleen O’Brien; Executive 
Director Ann Cieslak; and Associate Vice Presidents Michael Perkins, Laurie Scheich, and 
Steven Spehn. 

 
Student Representatives present: Joe Linder and Tom Zearley. 
 
 

REAL ESTATE TRANSACTIONS 
 

A.  Purchase of Chester Park School Property, 
31 West College Street, Duluth 

 
 A motion was made and seconded to recommend approval of the following action: 
 

On the recommendation of the President and Vice President for 
University Services, the appropriate administrative officers are authorized to 
execute the appropriate documents providing for the following real estate 
transaction: 
 
Purchase of Chester Park School Property, 31 West College Street, Duluth 
(Duluth campus) 
Location and description of the property:  4.5 acres improved with a 55,625 
square foot building.  The Duluth campus is located adjacent to the subject 
property on the north and west sides. 
Purchase price:  $1.2 million 
Source of funds:  University debt ($1 million) and Duluth campus reserves 
($200,000) 
 
Vice President O’Brien presented the location, description of the property, the basis for 

the request, and the details of the transaction, as included in the docket, noting that the 
committee had reviewed the item at its March 2006 meeting.  Following completion of building 
improvements and renovations, the property will be used for various academic and 
administrative units of the Duluth campus.  

 
The committee voted unanimously to recommend approval of the purchase of the 

Chester Park School property, 31 West College Street, Duluth. 
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SCHEMATIC PLANS 
 

A.  Mayo Auditorium and Classroom Renovation,  
Twin Cities Campus 

 
A motion was made and seconded to recommend approval of the following action: 
 

The schematic plans for the Mayo Auditorium and Classroom 
Renovation, Twin Cities campus, are approved and the appropriate 
administrative officers are authorized to proceed with the award of contracts, the 
development of construction documents, and construction. 
 
Vice President O’Brien noted that this project was first approved as part of the 2005 

capital bonding bill.  After further assessment of the condition of the building’s exterior 
components of the building, the project scope was expanded to address issues of structural 
integrity and aesthetic appearance. She introduced Sr. Vice President Cerra and Associate Vice 
President Perkins to discuss the proposed project. 

 
Perkins described the schematic plans for the proposed renovation as included in the 

updated materials distributed at the meeting and on file in the Board Office.  Cerra stressed 
that the Mayo Memorial Auditorium is a critical component of the Academic Health Center’s 
education facilities and renovated facilities will support contemporary healthcare and research 
education. 

 
A lengthy discussion ensued.  In response to questions from Regent Frobenius, O’Brien 

reported that the parking ramp located under the building is currently closed due to concrete 
deterioration, but its closure does not conflict with the auditorium renovation project Regent 
Metzen requested that at a future meeting the committee be informed on what is being done to 
address the parking ramp issues.  Regent Berman expressed concerns about the revised cost 
estimates for the renovation, and emphasized the need for continued due diligence in the 
planning process to ensure that full funding is requested from the legislature. 

 
The committee voted unanimously to recommend approval of the schematic plans for 

the Mayo Auditorium and Classroom Renovation, Twin Cities campus. 
 
 

B.  Kolthoff Hall Renovation, Twin Cities Campus 
 

A motion was made and seconded to recommend approval of the following action: 
 

The schematic plans for the Kolthoff Hall Renovation, Twin Cities 
campus, are approved and the appropriate administrative officers are authorized 
to proceed with the award of contracts, the development of construction 
documents, and construction.   
 
Vice President O’Brien introduced Associate Dean Mostafa Kaveh, Institute of 

Technology, and Associate Vice President Perkins to discuss the proposed project.   
 
Associate Dean Kaveh stated that Kolthoff Hall houses research and teaching labs for 

the Department of Chemistry.  He described the basis of the request, noting that the renovation 
will address primarily health and safety issues as well as functionality.   

 
Perkins presented the schematic plans for the proposed project as included in the 

materials distributed at the meeting and on file in the Board Office. The project entails 
upgrading the obsolete mechanical system to provide adequate ventilation to laboratories, 
addressing code deficiencies, installing a fire suppression system, and renewing the interior 
and exterior to extend the useful life of the facility.  He reported that the renovation will be 
completed in four phases and while occupied.   
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In response to a question from Regent Frobenius, O’Brien discussed the potential 
impact of the Central Corridor Light Rail Transit on this area of campus and noted that 
preliminary engineering being done for the Corridor will offer the opportunity to study all 
issues.  

 
The committee voted unanimously to recommend approval of the schematic plans for 

the Kolthoff Hall Renovation, Twin Cities campus. 
 
 

C. Equine Center, Twin Cities Campus 
 
Regent Metzen recused himself for the discussion of the schematic plans for the Equine 

Center, Twin Cities campus, due to a possible conflict of interest.  He left the meeting.  Regent 
Baraga chaired this portion of the meeting. 

 
A motion was made and seconded to recommend approval of the following action: 
 

The schematic plans for the Equine Center, Twin Cities campus, are 
approved and the appropriate administrative officers are authorized to proceed 
with the award of contracts, the development of construction projects, and 
construction. 
 
Vice President O’Brien reported that the proposed Equine Center will provide research, 

education, and health care programs to service Minnesota’s rapidly growing horse industry.  
She introduced Dean Jeffrey Klausner, College of Veterinary Medicine, who presented the 
project rationale and emphasized the importance of the equine program in the College of 
Veterinary Medicine.   

 
Associate Vice President Perkins presented the schematic plans for the proposed 

project, as included in updated docket materials distributed at the meeting.  The project entails 
construction of a new Equine Center including conference facilities, treatment facilities, and an 
indoor riding arena. 

 
The committee voted unanimously to recommend approval of the schematic plans for 

the Equine Center, Twin Cities campus. 
  
Regent Metzen returned to the meeting. 
 
 

REAL ESTATE TRANSACTION 
A. Five-Year Lease for Space at 701 - 24th Avenue SE, Minneapolis 

for University Bookstores 
 
The committee reviewed a proposal for a five-year lease for space at 701 - 24th Avenue 

SE, Minneapolis with Murphy Warehouse Company for the use of 21,094 gross square feet of 
space.  Director of Real Estate Susan Carlson Weinberg summarized the location, description 
of the property, the basis for the request, the details of the transaction, and lease costs, as 
included in the docket materials.  She reported that the space will be use for warehousing 
activities for University Bookstores. 

 
The item will return for action at a future meeting of the committee. 
 
 

ISSUES RELATED TO:  ANNUAL CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT BUDGET FY2007 
 

Vice President O’Brien presented issues related to the Annual Capital Improvement 
Budget (Budget) for FY2007, which authorizes projects totaling $379,113,000 to begin design 
or construction during the next fiscal year. 
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O’Brien summarized the capital improvement and planning process undertaken to 

identify potential projects for inclusion in the Budget, noting the following criteria: 
 

• aligning capital projects with the University’s strategic positioning goals; 
• promoting asset stewardship by investing in existing facilities or infrastructure; 
• addressing academic and service unit priorities;  
• leveraging space utilization opportunities; and 
• upholding the institution’s financial position and debt capacity. 

 
She summarized several projects included in the 2007 Budget, noting that the plan 
emphasizes building renewal, enhancing the student experience, and academic program 
needs.   

 
O’Brien described the relationship of the Budget development with the Compact 

Planning Process, which is an annual management tool used to identify, align and 
assess broad University goals and actions, promising new areas of investment, update 
capital and space plans, and provide a basis for accountability in evaluating 
performance of administrators.  

 
A copy of the presentation is on file in the Board Office.   
 
 

CONSENT REPORT 
 
A motion was made and seconded to recommend approval of the Consent Report 

including: 
 
A. Agreements for the use of University facilities and services for J Robinson’s 

Wrestling Camp, July 1-28, 2006; and 
 

B. Agreements for the use of University facilities and services for Schwan’s 
2006 USA Cup Soccer, July 12-24, 2006. 

 
Regent Berman expressed concerns regarding the agreement with J Robinson due to 

recent comments in a newspaper article. Regent Metzen asked that each item be voted on 
separately and the committee agreed to amend the previous motion to include Item B only. 

 
The committee voted unanimously to recommend approval of the Consent Report 

including Item B. 
 
A motion was made and seconded and the committee voted by a majority of four to one 

to recommend approval of Item A in the Consent Report.  Regent Berman voted against the 
motion. 
 

 
INFORMATION ITEMS 

 
Vice President O’Brien referred committee members to the Information Items contained 

in the docket, including information on final review of two construction projects with values 
greater than $5 million: 

 
• Life Science Renovation, Duluth campus; and 
• Education Sciences Building, Twin Cities campus. 
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As provided by Board policy, the project sheets were reviewed by the Board and 
committee leadership prior to the award of construction contracts and are within the scope, 
schedule, and budget approved by the Board of Regents. 

 
 
The meeting adjourned at 11:28 a.m. 
 
 
 
 
     ANN D. CIESLAK 
     Executive Director and 
     Corporate Secretary 

 
 
 
 


