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Dates to Remember...
•   December 24-25: University closed

•   January 1: University closed

•   January 8: ICI Council Meeting, 10:30-12, 118 
Pattee

Autism spectrum disorders (ASD) are among the fastest-growing developmental disabil-
ity diagnoses in the United States. “The increase in the prevalence of  children, youth, and 
adults with ASD diagnoses is evident across the service systems in Minnesota and nation-
ally,” observes Amy Hewitt, director of  the Research and Training Center on Community 
Living in the Institute on Community Integration (ICI).
 In recent years, ICI’s focus on services and supports specifically for individuals with 
ASD has grown, and today ICI is working to improve the capacity of  schools, community 
services, and states to meet the needs of  individuals with ASD and their families across 
the lifespan. Examples of  some of  its current research and training activities include 
projects in which the Institute is:
• Collaborating with the Autism Society of  Minnesota; Arc Minnesota; Minnesota  

Departments of  Health, Education, and Human Services; and others to establish a 
statewide network of  agencies and organizations that will utilize the Centers for Disease 
Control’s Learn the Signs Act Early message and materials to promote early identification, 
screening, and intervention for ASD and related neurodevelopmental disabilities.

• Partnering with leaders in the Minneapolis Somali community, and with the  
Minneapolis Public Schools, a number of  charter schools, Minnesota Departments of  
Education and Health, and the University’s Departments of  Pediatrics and Educational 
Psychology, to study the higher-than-usual incidence of  ASD diagnosis among children of  
Somali descent living in Minneapolis. The research is seeking to determine whether there 
are true differences in ASD prevalence between local Somali and non-Somali children.

• Working with the Minnesota Department of  Human Services (DHS) to study current 
and possible future models of  residential and coordinated supports across the human 
services, education, and vocational systems for children with ASD in the state. In addi-
tion, ICI is working with DHS to gather information needed for further development of  
early intervention autism services in Minnesota, looking at what other states are doing 
and the needs in Minnesota, and making recommendations for how to proceed.

• Partnering with the University’s Department of  Pediatrics in coordinating the Min-
nesota Leadership Education in Neurodevelopmental and Related Disabilities (LEND) 
program. Twelve academic disciplines within the University collaborate in LEND to 
create a unique and powerful interdisciplinary learning experience that prepares Uni-
versity students and community trainees to be leaders in services to children with ASD 
and related disabilities, and to their families, in health care, education, human services, 
and policy settings.

 “Children and their families need support and services, yet our communities currently do 
not have the capacity or available funding to meet this demand,” says Amy. “We hope the 
research, training and development work of  ICI will help us better understand these needs, 
but more importantly will give us insight into what must happen to improve systems capac-
ity and ultimately to improve lives.”
 FFI visit ici.umn.edu and under “Topics” select “Specific Disability: Autism Spectrum 
Disorders.” Also see the article on ICI in the latest issue of  Connect magazine from the 
University’s College of  Education and Human Development (http://www.cehd.umn.edu/
connect/2013Winter/ASD.HTML).

• Staff Hires/ Departures: None.

• Martha Thurlow has received a 3-year, 
$202,830 subcontract from the Univer-
sity of  Illinois at Urbana-Champaign for 
work focusing on Individualized Educa-
tion Plan (IEP) quality. The subcontract 
began 7/1/12, and the funding comes 
from the U.S. Department of  Education.

• Amy Hewitt co-presented on “Support-
ing People with Autism in the Com-
munity: An Analysis of  Characteristics, 
Outcomes, Experiences, State Policy and 
Practice” and “Self-Advocacy Online: A 
Tool and Resource for Self-Advocates” at 
the Association of  University Centers on 
Disabilities (AUCD) annual conference in 
Washington, DC, December 2-5.

• Barbara Kleist and Tim Moore staffed 
ICI’s table at The Arc Minnesota State 
Conference in Bloomington, November 16. 
Annie Johnson Sirek co-presented “De-
veloping Your Own Vision for the Future: 
Advice from Person-Centered Planners” at 
the conference the following day.

• Angela Amado presented “Strategies to 
Empower Community Members in Com-
munity Inclusion” at the national TASH 
conference in Long Beach, CA, November 
29.

• Jean Ness presented “Teach Me to Run a 
Successful Business! Preparing American 
Indian Youth for College and Business” 
and co-presented “Culture-Based Arts 
Integration (CBAI): On-Line Lesson Plans 
for K-8 teachers” at the National Indian 
Education Conference in Oklahoma City 
in October.



• Personal Holiday Reminder. The 
holiday season is approaching and Civil 
Service, Bargaining Units, Professional and 
Administrative, and Graduate Research 
Assistants may extend their holiday cheer 
by using their Personal Holiday, if  they 
haven’t done so already. Questions? Con-
tact Amy Kurowski (kuro0008@umn.edu) 
or Beth Nelson (nelso106@umn.edu).

• Time Card Employees and Their 
Supervisors. Time cards for the first half  
of  2013 will be distributed by the end of  
December. Also a reminder that hourly 
employees are not eligible for holiday pay. 
Questions? Contact Amy Kurowski at 
kuro0008@umn.edu.

• ICI Awards Presented. Gretchen Hatch 
has received ICI’s Outstanding Service 
Award; she received a desk award, a gift 
card, and her name will be entered on a 
plaque in Room 102. Kristin Dean has 
received the ICI Excellence and Com-
munity Building Award; she received a 
certificate and her name will be added to 
a plaque in Room 102. Jennifer Hodgson 
received the ICI Future Leader Award; she 
received a cash award and her name will 
be added to a plaque in Room 102. FFI on 
these awards, visit http://ici.umn.edu/
intranet/awards.html#iciawards.

From the Front Office
News from ICI’s Administrative Staff

Miscellaneous  
• Think College! Webinar. “Preparing 

for What? Employment and Community 
Participation,” the second in a series 
of  six “Think College!” Webinars, will 
discuss factors related to job outcomes for 
students with intellectual disabilities who 
are attending postsecondary education 
(PSE) programs; present a case study of  a 
program that addressed these issues and 
improved their employment outcomes; 
and discuss strategies for developing 
meaningful work and community-based 
participation during PSE experiences that 
lead to long-term careers and active com-
munity life and how to partner with and 
access post-school services and resources 
to help these young adults be active, work-
ing community citizens. The Webinar will 
be held on January 22, 2013, 2-3:30 p.m. 
Eastern Time. FFI, visit http://tinyurl.
com/ccgtxrt.

• New Publications. The following new 
ICI publications are available:

– Synthesis Report 88: Alternate Assess-
ments Based on Alternate Achievement 
Standards (AA-AAS) Participation Policies  
(December 2012). Published by the In-
stitute’s National Center on Educational 
Outcomes (NCEO) and available in PDF 
format on the Web at http://www. 
cehd.umn.edu/NCEO/OnlinePubs/ 
Synthesis88/SynthesisReport88.pdf.

– Policy Research Brief: A Review of Com-
monly-Used State Employment Measures in 
Intellectual and Developmental Disability 
Services (December 2012). Published 
by the Institute’s Research and Training 
Center on Community Living. Available 
in the Publications Office and on the 
Web at http://ici.umn.edu/products/
prb/221/default.html.

• Moving Your Numbers Series. This se-
ries from NCEO highlights the journeys 
of  selected districts from across the 
country, learning from them about the 
challenges they have encountered and 
actions they have taken to make – and 
sustain – improvement in the academic 
progress of  all children and groups of  
children. The series includes the fol-
lowing guides in both in PDF and 3D 
eReader formats: Key Practices Guide, 
State Education Agencies (SEA) Guide, 
District Self-Assessment Guide, Parent/
Family Companion Guide, Administrator 
Preparation Guide, Teacher Preparation 
Guide, and Regional/Intermediate Unit 
Provider Guide. FFI, visit http:// 
movingyournumbers.org/tools-and-
resources/myn-downloadable-resources.

• Video of  The Arc Convention. Jerry 
Smith of  ICI’s RTC Media produced a 
video of  the highlights of  The Arc and 
Inclusion International’s National Con-
vention and International Forum, which 
was held in Washington, DC, in October. 
To view the video, visit http://blog.
thearc.org/2012/10/29/an-inspiring-
and-invigorating-national-convention-
and-international-forum/.

• FYI Deadline. Items for the next  
FYI should be submitted to Tom 
(donag003@umn.edu) by January 8.

• College Awards Presented. Derek Nord, 
Kent Hamre, and Renáta Tichá, received 
the CEHD Professional and Adminis-
trative Council (CPAC) Award, which 
includes funds to be used for professional 
development activities by P&A employees 
in the College. Derek was also awarded 
a CEHD ORP Travel Stipend to visit pro-
gram agencies concerning grant applica-
tions.

• Research Fellows and Their Supervi-
sors. Information regarding promotion 
to Senior Research Fellow was e-emailed 
December 11. The deadline is January 
11. Questions? Contact Beth Nelson 
(nelso106@umn.edu). 

• Nominees Sought for CEHD Awards. 
Nominations are being accepted for 
various College Sponsored Awards. For 
more information visit http://intranet.
cehd.umn.edu/awards/Awards.html. The 
intent to submit deadline is January 31.

• Workgroup Calendar Update. Updated 
materials for Workgroup Calendar (the 
College’s Sick/Vacation Requesting/
Reporting Tool) will be disseminated by 
the end of  December. Questions? Contact 
Amy Kurowski at kuro0008@umn.edu.

Bits & Pieces  
Information on New Publications and Web Sites

• Overview of  the Common Core State 
Standards. The National Dissemina-
tion Center for Children with Disabilities 
(NICHCY) has developed a resource page 
providing information about the Com-
mon Core State Standards (CCSS). Their 
overview of  the CCSS gives the who, what, 
when, where, and why of  this initiative, 
with links to sources for more informa-
tion. FFI, visit http://nichcy.org/schools-
administrators/commoncore#overview.

• Birthdays. Mary McEathron (12/24), 
Jane Krentz (12/24), Xueqin “Shirley” 
Qian (12/31), Hanife Cakici (1/1), Jon 
Goldman (1/6), John Westerman (1/7), 
Pam Stenhjem (1/10), and Debbie 
Hansen (1/14). Did we miss your birth-
day? Let us know! Call 4-2380 or e-mail 
kuro0008@umn.edu.


