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Twenty-years into managing PRRSV outbreaks in breeding 
herds how do you react?
Rodger Main1; Bill Hollis2; Luc Dufresne3; Mark Wagner4 
1Murphy-Brown Western Operations; 2Carthage Veterinary Service; 3Seaboard Farms; 4Fairmont 
Veterinary Clinic

We are approaching 20 years since the initial 
clinical PRRSV outbreaks were observed in 
North American swine breeding herds. Do 

you wonder how your response to PRRSV outbreaks 
may compare to others?

It seems clear there is significant variation in what ac-
tions are taken in responding to clinical PRRSV disease 
outbreaks in swine breeding herds. This variability is 
commonly due to a long laundry list of “farm-specific 
circumstances” that guide producers’ and veterinarians’ 
actions. It may be there is no truly “right” or “wrong” 
answer, but rather a long list of pros, cons, risks, and 
rewards, most of which having their own shades of gray 
and being difficult to quantify. It may also be that none 
of technical tools or methods of intervention available 
today have delivered adequate evidence of being an 
obvious “treatment or intervention of choice” across a 
wide variety of “farm specific circumstances”.

The objective of this session is to take an interactive 
“Pulse of the US Swine Industry” discussing “How are 
you responding to PRRSV outbreaks in swine breeding 
herds? ” with a diverse panel of practicing veterinar-
ians. Additionally, we will review results from recent 
survey that asked US swine practitioners a number of 
questions about the current PRRSV status and PRRSV 
management strategies commonly implemented in their 
practice or production system.

The practitioner panel will discuss how they commonly 
respond to a case involving a PRRSV disease event or 
outbreak in a commercial sow farm. Each practitioner 
will describe and defend a “PRRSV reaction plan” that 
best describes a commonly implemented approach in 
their practice today.

Description of case study:
A commercial sow herd in your practice suffers a sud-
den on-set of late-term abortions and sows off-feed in 
breeding and gestation. Viability of new-born pigs has 
decreased significantly.

Diagnostic Investigation Concludes → PRRSV viremia 
in off-feed sows, aborted sows, and new born piglets. 
No other pathogens appear to be involved in disease 
process and no obvious environmental stressors sur-
rounding these events were evident.

Each practitioner participating in the panel will de-
scribe their response to the case study described above 
in the context of a “Typical Commercial Sow Farm” in 
their practice area or production system.




