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Dates to Remember...
•   Thursday, October 18: ICI Pizza Forum, 12-1, 

118 Pattee

•   November 13: ICI Council Meeting, 10:30-12, 
118 Pattee

•   November 19: ICI Kickoff, 10-2, McNamara 
Alumni Center

The Institute on Community Integration (ICI) has received over $4.2 million in new fund-
ing for four projects that build on earlier work at ICI and which, like many of  the 70-plus 
projects already at the Institute, reach across the lifespan. The newly-funded projects are:

• Making a Map: Finding My Way Back (MAP). ICI, in partnership with Ramsey County 
Community Corrections, Amicus Inc., St. Paul Public Schools, Twin Cities metropoli-
tan area postsecondary programs, and the Minnesota Department of  Employment and 
Economic Development, is launching this comprehensive, evidence-based project to 
support juvenile offenders with disabilities transitioning from juvenile justice facilities 
into secondary and postsecondary education, employment, and community programs. 
The project, which begins in January 2013, is funded by a four-year, $1.6 million grant 
from the U.S. Department of  Education. David R. Johnson (johns006@umn.edu, 
612-624-1062) is project director and Jean Ness (nessx008@umn.edu, 612-625-5322) is 
co-director.

• Partnership in Wellness: A Training Curriculum for Adults with Intellectual and Develop-
mental Disabilities. Focusing on adults with intellectual and/or developmental dis-
abilities who require ongoing daily supports, have limited readings skills, and would 
benefit from learning about improved nutrition and activity, Partnership in Wellness 
is delivering a research-based, universally-designed, health promotion curriculum that 
addresses the unique learning needs of  this population. The project, which has begun 
in October 2012, is funded by a three-year, $600,000 grant from the U.S. Department 
of  Education. Pat Salmi (salmi0054@umn.edu, 612-625-9700) is co-Principal Investi-
gator and is directing the project.

• Consequential Validity Related to the AZELLA Kindergarten Placement Test. The goal of  
this study is to determine (a) whether AZELLA, a placement test meant to determine 
the level of  English proficiency of  Arizona kindergarteners whose primary language 
is not English, is accurately placing students into the appropriate English as a Second 
Language class; and (b) whether the intended outcome of  the placement test – getting 
students targeted for English instruction to efficiently move out of  structured immer-
sion classes – is being met. This project, which began in August 2012, is funded by 
a one-year, $285,000 contract from the Arizona Department of  Education. Laurene 
Christensen (chri1010@umn.edu, 612-624-5832) is project director.

• National Residential Information Systems Project and Policy Studies (RISP). For nearly 
30 years, this University of  Minnesota-based project has gathered, maintained, and 
analyzed national and state-by-state data on publicly-funded residential and in-home 
supports for people with disabilities. Funding for the ongoing project was renewed in 
September 2012 with a five-year, $1.75 million cooperative agreement from the U.S. 
Department of  Health and Human Services, Administration for Children and Families. 
Sherri Larson (larso072@umn.edu, 612-624-6024) is project director.

“These projects illustrate the incredible diversity and depth of  the work we do at ICI,” says 
director David R. Johnson. “We continue to build on the strengths of  ICI staff, and of  our 
internal and external partners, as we work to improve community services and supports for 
people with disabilities, and those at-risk, locally and throughout the country.”

• Staff Hires: Amber Schmidt, Student 
Secretary, Publications; Anab Gulaid 
and Barbara Kleist, Coordinators, Adult 
Services; Justin Larson, Undergraduate 
Research Assistant (UGRA) I, and Kaitlin 
Hass, UGRA-II, Transition; and Brett 
Nelson, Student Support, Transition. 
Staff  Departure: Whitney Sharpe 
Burg, Office Support Assistant, NCRRC.

• In August, Kristin Dean was appointed 
to the board of  the National Alliance 
for Direct Support Professionals and to 
the Alliance’s Education, Training and 
Workforce Development Committee.

• Karen Stout presented on Check & 
Connect implementation at the 2012 
Washington State Becca Conference held 
in Spokane October 11.

• Jeffrey Nurick presented “Revolution-
izing How We Think About Work and 
Disability” at the SABE conference in  
St. Paul, September 1.

• Tim Moore presented “Strategies and 
Techniques for Behavior Management: 
Applied Behavior Analysis and Positive 
Behavior Support” at the 4th Biennial 
Conference on Dravet Spectrum Disor-
ders in Bloomington, August 17.

• Angie Pohl earned her Ph.D. in Educa-
tional Psychology on September 28. Her 
dissertation was “The Personal Readiness 
Evaluation for Postsecondary (PREP): A 
Development and Validation Study.”



• Stephanie Evelo Memorial. In memory 
of  ICI staff  member Stephanie Evelo, a 
permanent collection of  art by individuals 
with disabilities (including Stephanie) is 
being created by the Institute to display 
on its walls. Her family and ICI staff  will, 
together, select the particular pieces of  
art to be included in the collection, which 
will grow over time and be purchased 
with contributions from individuals. Each 
piece will have a sign identifying it as part 
of  the memorial to Stephanie, as well as 
providing information about the artist 
and the work. FFI, contact Amy Kurowski, 
612-624-2380 or kuro0008@umn.edu.

• Community Fund Drive. The University’s 
2012 Community Fund Drive to raise 
funds for local non-profit organizations 
runs October 1-31. Last year, University 
employees pledged $1.25 million to the 
seven participating federations. This year, 
the University is committed to surpass 
that with a goal of  $1.5 million and 40% 
participation. Now, more than ever, the 
agencies and charities supported by 
the federations need help. For further 
information and to pledge online, visit 
http://www.1.umn.edu/cfd. Questions? 
Contact Amy Kurowski (102 Pattee Hall, 
kuro0008@umn.edu), Joe Timmons (212 
Pattee Hall, timm0119@umn.edu) or Ann 
Bailey (5 Pattee Hall, baile045@umn.edu).

• Benefits Open Enrollment will be  
November 1-30. During Open Enroll-
ment, employees can choose a different 
medical and dental plan, add or cancel 
medical and dental plans, re-enroll in a 
flexible spending account for 2013, enroll 
in long-term disability, and if  eligible, 
increase an existing amount of  short-
term disability. More information will be 
forthcoming.

From the Front Office
News from ICI’s Administrative Staff

Miscellaneous  
• CEED Report. The Center for Early 

Education and Development (CEED), a 
partner center of  ICI, has released the Fall 
issue of  Early Report: Coordinating Our 
Systems of Care to Promote the Healthy  
Development of Young Children, available 
on the Web at http://www.cehd.umn.
edu/ceed/publications/earlyreport/ 
earlyreportsummer2012.pdf

• New Publications. The following new 
ICI publications are available:

– ICI Publications Catalog (Fall 2012). 
Available from the Publications Office.

– ICI Annual Report, 2011/12 (October 
2012). Available from the Publications 
Office and on the Web at http://ici.umn.
edu/welcome/annualreports/ICI_ 
AnnualReport_11-12.pdf.

– The Focused Approach Planning Guide: 
Tools to Improve Student Access (Septem-
ber 2012). Published by the Institute’s 
National Center on Educational Out-
comes (NCEO) and available on the Web 
at http://www.cehd.umn.edu/NCEO/
OnlinePubs/focused_approach_tool/
FocusedApproachPlanningGuide.htm.

– Technical Report 67: Using Cognitive Labs 
to Evaluate Student Experiences with the 
Read Aloud Accommodation in Math (Sep-
tember 2012). Published by NCEO and 
available on the Web at http://www.
cehd.umn.edu/NCEO/OnlinePubs/
Tech67/default.htm.

– Frontline Initiative: Healthcare (October 
2012). This newsletter is published by 
the National Alliance for Direct Support 
Professionals in collaboration with the 
Institute’s Research and Training Center 
on Community Living. Available from 
204 Pattee Hall.

• Journal Article on Adults with Down 
Syndrome. Roger Stancliffe and Sherri 
Larson were among the authors of  
“Demographic Characteristics, Health 
Conditions, and Residential Service Use 
in Adults with Down Syndrome in 25 
U.S. States,” which was published in  
Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities 
50(2) in April at http://aaiddjournals.
org/toc/mere/50/2.

• FYI Deadline. Items for the next  
FYI should be submitted to Tom 
(donag003@umn.edu) by November 8.

• Wellness Points Bank 2012. Employees 
participating in the University’s Wellness 
Program earn wellness points that can be 
used to reduce the cost of  UPlan Medical 
Program coverage for employees and their 
spouses/same-sex domestic partners. 
When employees reach the required num-
ber of  points in 2012/2013, the premiums 
they pay in 2014 will be reduced by $300 
or $400, based on the level of  health care 
coverage selected during open enrollment. 
FFI, visit: http://www1.umn.edu/ohr/
wellness/wellnesspointsbank/index.html.

• Employee Health & Benefits Fair. The 
University’s Employee Health & Benefits 
Fair will be held at the St. Paul Student 
Center on Wednesday, November 7, and 
at Coffman Union on the Minneapolis 
campus on Thursday, November 8. The 
Fair gives employees a chance to talk with 
representatives from the University’s 
health plans and retirement savings plans. 
Free flu shots will also be offered, plus 
assistance with online benefits enrollment 
and health screenings. Watch for posters 
and more information.

• ICI Council Meeting Update. The 
Institute Council, ICI’s leadership team, 
met October 9, and among the topics 
discussed were changes to some of  ICI’s 
NIRS data collection process, plans for the 
ICI Fall Kickoff, the University’s Under-
grad Research Opportunities Program, the 
College’s review of  summer Continuing 
Education courses, upcoming activities for 
supervisors at ICI, an update on plans for 
the Stephanie Evelo Memorial at ICI, and 
Pattee Hall safety and security procedures 
review.

Bits & Pieces  
Information on New Publications and Web Sites

• Birthdays. Lucy Evans (10/16), Brian 
Abery (10/17), Ross Moen (10/18), Alison 
Kullback (10/20), Megan Dushin 
(10/22), Nathan Perry (10/27), Lynn 
Price (10/31), Ann Mavis (11/4), Mike 
Molenaar (11/6), Kelly Nye-Lengerman 
(11/10), Jean Ness (11/14), Hoa Nguyen 
(11/14), and Ruth Berman (11/15). Did 
we miss your birthday? Let us know! Call 
4-2380 or e-mail kuro0008@umn.edu.


