
 REFERENCE NOTES
MINITEX Library Information Network

A program of the Minnesota Higher Education Services Office (HESO) at the University of Minnesota-Twin Cities

INFORMATION BITS

WorldCat Enhancements

On September 16, OCLC added
several enhancements to the WorldCat
database on OCLC FirstSearch.  These
enhancements are in response to
requests from FirstSearch users and
include format-specific icons in search
and results screens, an expanded
language limiter, a tool to identify
OCLC symbols for known libraries,
and the addition of evaluative content to
records for some recent publications.
For more information and illustrations of
these new features, connect to http://
www.oclc.org/firstsearch/about/
changes.htm.

Minnesota Statistical Sources

“There are three kinds of lies: lies, damned lies and statistics.”
Attributed to Benjamin Disraeli (1804–1881), British statesman and author.

Statistics seem to be everywhere, from the “4 out of 5 dentists” who recommend a
particular brand of gum to reports of the economy on the evening news.  No matter what
you think of statistics, they are part and parcel of the reference librarian’s work life.   In
this month’s Reference Notes, we’ll highlight some statistical sources that should make
the quest for data more effective and efficient.

Starting close to home, there are many statistical data sources on state government Web
sites.  A project of Minnesota Planning, Datanet (http://www.mnplan.state.mn.us/
datanetweb/) is “an online information system consisting of summarized statistical
information serving Minnesota’s governments, businesses, schools, nonprofit agencies,
and citizens.”  It contains statistics on social, economic, and demographic topics in
Minnesota.  The “What’s New” section features the 2000 Census, health profiles, land use
and cover, and crime.  Datanet offers several databases that allow you to construct tables
by selecting geographic areas and parameters.  Databases cover the broad areas of
justice, demographics, health, retail sales, children/youth, and land use.  For example, a
ranked list by land use shows that Ramsey County has the highest percentage of devel-
oped land (63.0%) and Lake of the Woods County has the lowest (0.2%).

Another composite site for Minnesota statistics is MinnStats (http://
www.mnstats.state.mn.us/),  sponsored by the Economic Research Group and providing
“a repository of socioeconomic data produced by State of Minnesota agencies.”  The
front page of MinnStats gives you a snapshot of current economic indicators, from
unemployment to exports to income, with links to more detailed reports in these areas.
The “A-Z Data” section links to additional state, federal, and organizational data sources
in categories such as immigration, agriculture, real estate, and education.  Economic
statistics are also available in Facts and Figures from the Minnesota Department of Trade
and Economic Development (http://www.dted.state.mn.us/05x00f.asp).  Information is
arranged under the broad categories of business climate, business activity, economic
statistics, industry statistics, and international trade statistics.

For state and local statistics relevant to labor and employment, visit Labor Market
Information from the Minnesota Workforce Center (http://www.mnwfc.org/lmi.htm).
“Labor Market Information tells us about the workforce, such as what wages employers
are paying, the types of benefits they are giving to employees, how many people can’t
find a job, and how many people are working.  Labor Market Information is useful for
employers, job seekers, students, researchers and others.”  Regional Employment
Profiles are available by county, first-class city, or workforce service area and include data
on employment, wages, unemployment, reemployment insurance claimants, and job
service applicants.  The Minnesota Occupational Employment and Wage Statistics
Salary Survey presents data from 1997, 1998, and 1999 surveys with estimates escalated to
2001 second-quarter levels.  You can locate a job by its title or occupational code, then
view salary data statewide or for seven metropolitan statistical areas (MSAs).  By clicking
on an occupational code, you can view a further breakdown by hourly wage for the 10th,
25th, 50th, 75th, and 90th percentiles.  Not sure what data you need?  The “Data and Down-
loads” section includes a “Comparing Sources of Employment Data” chart that further
illuminates the available information, its sources, currency, and collection methods.
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continued from page 1
Health Statistics from the Minnesota Department of
Health (http://www.health.state.mn.us/stats.html) offers
data on Minnesota health from a variety of sources.
Topics are grouped under the broad headings of diseases
and conditions, health care, immunization, managed care
systems, reports and summaries, resources, state health
data and rankings, and vital statistics.  While some of
these headers aren’t very descriptive, a quick scan of
their contents shows topics such as environmental health,
secondhand smoke, mental health, causes of death, and
health professionals shortage.  Other broad resources
linked from this site include the County Health Profiles
(with 200 indicators) and the Minnesota Health Statis-
tics Annual Summary.

Education and Library
Statistical Sources

The following print and Web resources provide “digested”
statistical information about American and international
education and American library usage, services, collec-
tions, and infrastructure.

On the state level, go to Library Development &
Services (http://children.state.mn.us/library/stats.html)
for links to a variety of statistical reports, including 2000
Minnesota Public Library Statistics.  Use Datanet
(URL on page 1 of this newsletter) to access the
Children’s Report Card, which contains data on
standardized test outcomes for Minnesota 8th and 10th

graders on reading, math, and writing; high school gradua-
tion rates; 3rd grade assessments in reading and math; and
school transfer information.

The LDS site contains a link to the National Center for
Education Statistics Public Library Peer Compari-
son Tool (http://nces.ed.gov/surveys/libraries/publicpeer).
The online form lets you identify and compare peer library
institutions using a set of standard variables. The informa-
tion generated in the search could prove useful for
identifying and setting annual local service targets.  The
National Center for Education Statistics (http://
nces.ed.gov/) collects and analyzes a vast quantity of data
about education in the United States and the world.  The
site is “novice friendly”—spacious and descriptive, with
several drop-down menu options for quick movement
through the site.  At the heart of the site is the CCD—
Common Core of Data—consisting of a “comprehensive,
annual national statistical database of information con-
cerning all public elementary and secondary schools and
school districts.”  Private school data is collected in a
companion report, the Private School Universe Sur-
vey.  Selected data available for private schools includes

enrollment and transfer figures, schools by affiliation, and
teacher representation. The Digest of Education Statistics
2000  (http://www.nces.ed.gov/pubs2001/digest/
introduction.html) offers succinct overviews of  broad
categories of compiled data on elementary, secondary, and
college enrollments; teachers (general  numbers, pupil-
teacher ratios, teacher salaries); student performance (intra-
and international comparisons); graduation rates; and
expenditures (public and private, all levels through graduate
school).  NCES also surveys types of libraries, including
academic, public, school media centers, state library agen-
cies, and library cooperatives, and provides access to both
highlights and complete surveys.  The largest and oldest
library professional association, the American Library
Association, makes library-related statistical information
available to the public on its Web site  (http://www.ala.org/
library/factsheet.html) under the banner “ALA Library Fact
Sheets.”  These reports are generally one to two pages and
cover topics including library workers, operating expenses,
public library usage, interlibrary loan activity, libraries on the
Internet, literacy, and intellectual freedom challenges.  If you
want numerical information  about libraries for report writing
or generating library publicity about activities from literacy
services to Internet access, remember to look at ALA’s Fact
Sheets.

The Bowker Annual: Library and Book Trade Almanac
(David Bogart, ed.  New York: R.R. Bowker) is the
librarian’s standard compendium  for numerical information
about everything library and book related .  An entire section
of the almanac is devoted to “Research and Statistics” and
includes bibliographic essays on acquisitions expenditures,
library building projects, and the impact of school media
expenditures on student learning outcomes.  Book trade
statistics include materials pricing, publishing output, sales by
type and outlet, import and export figures, and media review
outputs.

One final Web site of note, Library Statistics and Mea-
sures (http://web.syr.edu%7Ejryan/infopro/stats.html), is
compiled by Joe Ryan and provides a comprehensive set of
links to organizations, regions, and topical sites that collect
and  interpret library publishing and consumer-related data.
Examples of resource links by “key organization” include
the Digital Library Foundation, the Urban Library Council,
and the Gates Foundation.  Topics with statistical links
include community analysis, economic value of libraries
(think “marketing”), outcome measurements, and presenta-
tion of library data.

Whether you are looking for figures for your users, yourself,
or your library board, the above resources constitute non-
specialist gateways for entering, exploring, and using a  rich
and accessible world of numeric information.
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such as county, congressional district, place, and more. By
choosing the “Data Sets” option, more experienced users
can create quick tables, geographic comparison tables, and
detailed tables and thematic maps using population, housing,
and economic data.  Reference maps can be created to
show boundaries of a Census geographic area as well as
geographic features like roads or waterways.  In most
cases you can print only what you see on the screen.
Quick tables are in print-ready format to print on one page,
while other tables may require multiple pages and print in a
landscape format.  For large amounts of data, American
Factfinder includes an FTP (File Transfer Protocol) option
at the bottom of the Data Sets page.

Ameristat  http://www.ameristat.org

Produced by the Population Reference Bureau (PRB), in
conjuction with demographer William Frey and his col-
leagues at the University of Michigan’s Social Science
Data Analysis Network, Ameristat gives you graphical and
textual summaries of demographic characteristics of the
U.S. population.  Selected topics within Ameristat include
mariage and family, income and poverty, mortality, older
popoulation, race and ethnicity, education, fertility, migra-
tion, foreign-born, and estimates and projections.  Sources
are cited with links to them, as well as links to other related
files.  Current and historical trends are included and
Ameristat is updated as soon as new information is re-
leased.
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National Statistical Web Sites

Fedstats http://www.fedstats.gov

“The gateway to statistics from over 100 U.S. Federal
agencies,” Fedstats is one-stop shopping for federal statistics.
Fedstats offers links to statistics and statistical agencies, such
as the Administration on Aging or the National Cancer
Institute.  The A to Z Topic links, or subject index, give you
direct access to data on topics of your choice.  This index is
quite extensive, offering statistical information on topics from
influenza to on-time flight data.  Another option for locating
statistics is MapStats, or “statistical profiles of States, coun-
ties, Congressional Districts, and Federal judicial districts.”
You can either link to a state by using a pull-down menu or by
using a map of the U.S.  States can then be further broken-
down by county.

“Links to statistical agencies” allows you to link directly to
federal agencies with statistical programs.  Here you can find
out what sort of information the agency collects, what type of
statistical activities it conducts, and what the agency’s
responsibilities are.  This page also lets you link directly to
agency contact information or to its home page.  With the
click of your mouse you can access “key statistics” published
by a certain agency.  For example, the Federal Bureau of
Prisons supplies statistical information on prison inmates.  You
can also search for statistics by agency subject, such as
health, safety, transportation, natural resources, and more.
Fedstats’ Data Access Tools allow you to select statistical
information interactively.  The Web-based tools allow you to
use your browser to view reports and tables in a variety of
formats including HTML tables and graphics, print, or down-
load into spreadsheets.

American Factfinder
http://factfinder.census.gov/servlet/BasicFactServlet

American Factfinder, created by the U.S. Census Bureau,
manipulates data from the 1990 and 2000 censuses.  It allows
you to create tables, reports, and maps with information down
to the census block level.  Data used in American Factfinder
is also taken from the American Community Surveys and
the Economic Census.  You can start your search with
“basic facts” by choosing to view tables or maps.  This option
gives you a look at what data are available.  From there, you
can work your way to the specific data needed by using
drop-down menu options.  The drop-down menus are divided
by subject and state, county, city, or town.  From the main
page there is also an option to search by keyword or place
name.

By entering an address, Factfinder lets you find a census
tract or block number, as well as additional geographic areas

WEB
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REQUEST FOR ASSISTANCE

Occasionally, MINITEX Reference Services receives a request for a poem, quotation,
picture, story, or something that cannot be found by checking standard sources.  The
Reference staff would like to appeal to the collective memory of MINITEX participants
for assistance.  Please forward any leads on the following questions to Reference
Services at: 612-624-4150 or 800-462-5348.

MINITEX Library Information Network
University of Minnesota
15 Andersen Library
222 21st Avenue South
Minneapolis, MN  55455-0439



about Reference Notes?
What do you think

fantastic web sites

topics you would like addressed

spotlight on your
reference library

great reference books

We would like to know what you would like to see in upcoming Reference Notes.
Please either call us at 800-462-5348, send us an e-mail (see page 2 for addresses),

or fill in your comments below and mail this form to MINITEX Reference.

Terrific web sites, reference books, and other sources you use:

Comments / Suggestions:

Name: (optional)____________________________________________________________________

Library: (optional)_________________________________  Phone: (optional) _________________________
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1999 EVENTS CALENDAR

Special Library Association will be holding their annual conference at the
Minneapolis Convention Center.  Please see their web site for more information:
www.sla.org/conf/99conf/index.shtml

June 5-10

Academic Library Advocacy Day at St. John's University in Collegeville, MNJune 16

National Literacy Day  Contact: Focus on Literacy, Inc., P.O. Box 504, Laurel
Springs, NJ 08021

July 2, 1999


