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INFORMATION BITS

         National History Day

Have you been getting questions from 6-12 grade students at your library’s reference desk
such as  “I need primary sources on Thomas Jefferson and the Louisiana Purchase” or
“How is Muhammad Ali a frontier in history?”  If you have, you can probably bet that
student is working on a National History Day project.

National History Day (NHD) began in 1974 in Cleveland, Ohio, as a local contest. Faculty
in the Case Western Reserve History Department started it as a way to revitalize the
teaching and learning of history.  Within a few years it had caught on in Midwestern
states, and in 1980 it became a national program with support from the National Endow-
ment for the Humanities.  The NHD program now includes students from rural and urban
public, private, and parochial schools, as well as home-school students. Each state has
coalitions of state History Day programs that make up the private, nonprofit organization
National History Day. The mission of NHD is “to improve the teaching and learning of
history in elementary and secondary schools so that students become better-prepared,
knowledgeable citizens.”

This year’s NHD contest theme is “Frontiers in History: People, Places, Ideas.” Using
primary and secondary sources, students research their topics throughout the school
year, most intensively during February and March.  The annual theme is broad enough so
students can choose topics from local, state, national, and even world events.  Students
are also encouraged to produce imaginative exhibits, multimedia documentaries, and
dramatic performances in addition to writing traditional research papers. Projects are
evaluated at local, state, and national competitions.

Students grades 6-8 participate in the junior division and students grades 9-12 participate
in the senior division.  They are allowed to enter one of seven different History Day
presentation categories: individual paper using primary and secondary sources, individual
or group exhibit displaying written and visual information, individual or group perfor-
mance by dramatically portraying the topic, or  individual or group documentary using
non-interactive multimedia.  Group projects can involve 2-5 students.  Projects are judged
in three main areas: historical quality, clarity of presentation, and adherence to the theme.
Monetary awards not exceeding $1000 are given out to the top three national winners in
each category.  Students can also win scholarships but must send in a scholarship
application form with their registration.

Each state has a coordinator who is affiliated with a museum, historical association, or
other educational institution.  Minnesota’s State Coordinator is Tim Hoogland of the
Minnesota Historical Society.  The Minnesota National History Day contest will take
place on Saturday, May 5, at the University of Minnesota, Minneapolis.  For more
information about National History Day in Minnesota, contact Tim at 612-625-6416, via
email at historyday@mnhs.org, or on the Web
at http://www.mnhs.org/school/historyday/.  For national information about NHD, contact
Meredith McGann at 301-314-9793, via email at National.History.Day@umail.umd.edu, or
on the Web at http://www.NationalHistoryDay.org.
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Minnesota State Science and Engineering
Fair

If you aren’t busy enough exploring “Frontiers in History”
with students working on National History Day projects,
you might want to use some of your extra time to bone up
on resources useful to students entering Minnesota science
fair competitions.  By the time you get this newsletter,
science fair participants should be headed into the home
stretch with their projects.  This year’s state final, spon-
sored by the Minnesota Academy of Science, is being held
April 20-21 in Rochester.  Students grades 7-12 are eligible
to compete for awards, scholarships, and the chance to
move on to the national competition at the Intel International
Science and Engineering Fair held in California in May. (For
more information on the Minnesota Academy of Science
and other national science competitions open to students,
go to http://www.mnacadsci.org.) Students at the elemen-
tary school level can participate in local and Minnesota
regional fairs supported by civic, industry, educational, and
professional organizations.  Students will often spend
several grades exploring a single theme or experiment, with
successive years devoted to performing more sophisticated
experiments and developing content area knowledge.

You won’t have any problem locating Internet sites with
information about topics for science fairs.  In fact, you will
probably find a good deal of overlapping information
offered by numerous educational, organizational, and
commercial concerns.  In general, the sites listed below
offer a mix of links to specific content areas with textual,
graphic, and bibliographic information on science fair
project categories (botany; consumer product testing; earth
and space sciences; engineering, computers and math;
environmental science; medicine and health; physical
sciences; and zoology and humans) and tips on how to
devise and research a project.  Many of the sites are
organized by audience level, so you can guide users to sites
with age-appropriate project examples and language. Here
are just a few of the many Internet sites and process
models devoted to creating successful science fair projects:

• Internet Public Library
http://www.ipl.org/youth/projectguide/resources.html

IPL has done a good job creating a clean, easy-to-read
web page arranged alphabetically by site name.  Each site
has a brief abstract identifying subject content and level,
and highlights of special features.  The sites included
cover all of the science content areas mentioned above.
There is also an “Ask An Expert” section that allows the
user to search question archives or submit a science
question to a scientist or educator.

• Science Fair Toolkit
http://www.wiredlibrarian.com/SFT/links.htm

This site is organized around seven steps aspiring scien-
tists might take to develop a winning project. Steps include
picking a topic, collecting information, developing and
testing a hypothesis, observing a change, writing a report,
and organizing on the day of the fair.  Each step is accom-
panied by URLs for 3-6 web sites with specific information
on that step. This would be an excellent site to feature at
your library, as it offers both content and a model develop-
ment process for projects.

• CyberBee
http://www.infotoday.com/MMSchools/NovMMS/
cyberbee11.html

The URL puts the user into an annotated list of sites
created by elementary and secondary school educators for
other educators who want to promote science fair activities
and projects.  Resources include science projects for
reluctant young scientists (The T.W.I.N.K.I.E.S  Project),
Bill Nye the Science Guy’s site, NASA’s page for science
fair participants, and the Cornell Theory Center’s Math and
Science Gateway for advanced high school student
projects. A student-oriented companion page, CyberBee
contains a short, practical outline offering tips on how to
create a winning project.

• Science/Nature for Kids: Science and Engineering
Fairs
http://kidscience.about.com/kids/kidscience/library/
weekly/aa010101a.htm

This site has  good content and a busy commercial design.
It featuries links to resources containing ideas for science
fair projects.  The site will appeal primarily to elementary-
aged kids and their parents.  If the sheer number of
individual links overwhelms you or your user, use the
subject index to browse sites by subject area.

• Science Fair
http://www.saintmarksschool.org/frames/fair.htm

Not pretty to look at, this a remarkably comprehensive
list of science fair materials has links to local, regional, and
country science fair pages, standard project guidelines,
advice on the research process, and online science news
and tools. It also contains a list of recommended print
sources, including the best of science reference books and
in-depth treatments of science topics, innovations, and
mysteries.

 WEB  SITE HITS
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If you haven’t gotten your fill of tax information, browse tax
statistics and regulations, meet the commissioner, or select
your PIN and file your taxes electronically.  The IRS is re-
designing its site — take a few minutes to preview the new
look using the link at the bottom of the current homepage.

Minnesota Legislative Reference Library Taxation
Links
http://www.leg.state.mn.us/lrl/links/taxation.htm

For researchers of taxation issues, the Legislative Reference
Library’s “Links to the World” is an excellent starting point.
Beyond the standard links to tax forms and instructions, you
can explore information specific to Minnesota such as
legislative tax committees, House Research publications, and
taxpayer organizations.  Federal information includes a link to
the full-text Internal Revenue Code.  Internet taxation and
state taxation round out the featured topics.  These re-
sources should be particularly useful to those seeking policy
discussions and data.

Yahoo! Tax Center  http://taxes.yahoo.com/
Money.com Tax Guide 2001  http://www.money.com/
money/depts/taxes/taxguide/

Money magazine and Yahoo! Finance offer consumer- and
investment-oriented information that complements the other
sites reviewed this month.  Money.com focuses on tax
strategies for investments, filing options such as deductions,
and planning ahead for the coming tax year.  Yahoo! offers a
broader range of tax tips as well as tools (e.g., tax prep
checklist, glossary, tax and refund calculators) and a list of
top-selling tax books.

Tax Resources on the Internet

In “Internet time,” finding tax forms and instructions online
is a long-standing tradition.  But have you explored the tax
information sites recently?  Here’s a quick tour before tax
season hits its frenzied peak!

Minnesota Department of Revenue
http://www.taxes.state.mn.us/

Visitors can navigate the site based on their status (individu-
als, business, tax professionals) or choose a “what’s hot” link
such as tax forms or electronic filing.  For individuals,
content includes forms and instructions, tax information (fact
sheets, newsletters, revenue notices), help and contacts,
electronic filing and payment, FAQs, and the basics of
registering a new business.  Business information includes
forms and instructions, publications, contacts, compliance
and collection, education and volunteer opportunities, busi-
ness registration, and electronic filing.  Professional-level
information ranges from fact sheets on various taxes to an
announcement of mandatory electronic filing and is aimed at
tax preparers, legal professionals, software developers, policy
professionals, and property tax assessors.  The “what’s hot”
links highlight popular items such as the 2001 withholding
tables and formula.  The DOR site has a sparse, fast-loading
design.  All forms and most publications on this site are in
PDF format and require Adobe Acrobat software.

Internal Revenue Service
http://www.irs.gov/

The front-page motif of  “The Digital Daily” presents IRS
information with an upbeat attitude.  Suffice it to say, there is
much more available than we can cover in this brief review.
Forms and publications are accessible via a link at the bottom
of the page.  You can browse or search several ways:  by
number, keyword, date, or topic.  Download options include
PDF, PCL, PostScript, and SGML text.  Publications and
forms can also be viewed online or ordered by mail, and the
IRS provides links to state forms and electronic filing.  The
FAQ section has been revised and expanded for the 2000 tax
season, with navigation by category or an alphabetical
keyword list.  Answers often link to relevant publications and
forms.  The “Tax Info for You” section focuses on individu-
als, and features range from a tax calendar and W-4 calcula-
tor to the taxpayer rights corner and the Braintaxer online
game show.  “Tax Info for Business” offers resources for
small and large companies, including Internal Revenue
Bulletins, the tax professionals corner, and the employee plans
corner.  Educational material on this site includes
TAXinteractive, with a goal of educating “teenagers about the
U.S. tax system, the effect of taxes on their day-to-day lives,
and new electronic ways to file tax returns.”
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REQUEST FOR ASSISTANCE

Occasionally, MINITEX Reference Services receives a request for a poem, quotation,
picture, story, or something that cannot be found by checking standard sources.  The
Reference staff would like to appeal to the collective memory of MINITEX participants
for assistance.  Please forward any leads on the following questions to Reference
Services at: 612-624-4150 or 800-462-5348.  Here is what we are looking for:

Patron would like information on a book published sixty years ago about a girl named
Winifred, who got her hand stuck in a cookie jar while stealing cookies.  (536)

Patron would like to know in what work a quotation attributed to George Bernard
Shaw was originally published. The quotation is variously given as  “The sign of a
truly educated person is to be deeply moved by statistics” or “One distinguishing
characteristic of an educated person is that he or she can be emotionally moved by
statistics.” (632)

Patron is looking for sheet music for the “Pauper’s March.”  She heard it in a music appreciation
class and would like to use it for her wedding.  (638)

MINITEX Library Information Network
University of Minnesota
15 Andersen Library
222 21st Avenue South
Minneapolis, MN  55455-0439



about Reference Notes?
What do you think

fantastic web sites

topics you would like addressed

spotlight on your
reference library

great reference books

We would like to know what you would like to see in upcoming Reference Notes.
Please either call us at 800-462-5348, send us an e-mail (see page 2 for addresses),

or fill in your comments below and mail this form to MINITEX Reference.

Terrific web sites, reference books, and other sources you use:

Comments / Suggestions:

Name: (optional)____________________________________________________________________

Library: (optional)_________________________________  Phone: (optional) _________________________



Reference Services
MINITEX  Library Information Network
University of Minnesota
S-33 Wilson Library
309 19th Avenue South
Minneapolis, MN  55455-0414



1999 EVENTS CALENDAR

Special Library Association will be holding their annual conference at the
Minneapolis Convention Center.  Please see their web site for more information:
www.sla.org/conf/99conf/index.shtml

June 5-10

Academic Library Advocacy Day at St. John's University in Collegeville, MNJune 16

National Literacy Day  Contact: Focus on Literacy, Inc., P.O. Box 504, Laurel
Springs, NJ 08021

July 2, 1999


