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INFORMATION BITS

Soaring 2001 Teleconference
“Human Values in a Technological Age”
with Michael Gorman will be presented
on January 19, 2001, 1:30-4:45 p.m. at
the MELSA/Metronet office.  Contact
your multitype or regional library system
to find a site in your area.

MORE-Minnesota Opportunities for
Reference Excellence workshops
Designed for library staff with little or no
previous reference experience, these
workshops are offered between January
11 and January 25, 2001.  Visit http://
www.melsa.lib.mn.us/pages/Work-
shops/workshopMORE_0111_01.htm.

UCITA Looms on the Information Horizon

UCITA, the Uniform Computer Information Transactions Act, is a proposed state law that
seeks to create a unified approach to the licensing of software and information. Two
states — Maryland and Virginia — have passed UCITA, and it will be under consider-
ation in many other states in the near future. UCITA’s broad scope and focus on software
and information requires that the research, education, and library communities under-
stand what the adoption of UCITA will mean for the mission, operation, and core values
of the higher education and library communities.

Association of Research Libraries, http://www.arl.org/ucita.html

In an effort to stimulate awareness and activity in the library community, “UCITA: A Guide
to Understanding and Action” was presented as a satellite teleconference on December
13.  Co-sponsored by the American Association of Law Libraries, American Library
Association, Association of Research Libraries, Medical Library Association, and Special
Libraries Association, this teleconference was delivered to nine sites in the MINITEX
region.  Panelists from UCITA ground-zero states of Virginia, Maryland, and Delaware
presented the key issues of this legislation, its potential effect on the library community,
and tips for organizing and working in your state.  The session featured three question-
and-answer periods, including a question called in from the University of Minnesota site.

While UCITA is too complex to address thoroughly in this article, librarians should take
notice of this potential legislation, which could have a major impact on our libraries.
ARL’s “UCITA 101” (http://www.arl.org/info/frn/copy/ucita101.html) lists several ways
libraries could be affected:
• More time and resources devoted to contractual negotiations.
• Increased use of shrink wrap and “click-on” licenses.
• More staff involved in license transactions.
• Use of “automatic restraint” and “electronic self-help” will impact library service and

preservation.
• Elimination of “first sale” doctrine.
• Copying and other fair use privileges determined by the vendor.

Although UCITA may seem a part of the distant world of commercial codes and contract
law, its passage would directly impact your library.   UCITA-compliant licenses could limit
common activities such as donations of materials, library book sales, privacy and security
of computer networks, reliability of access to electronic resources, the right to lend a book
via interlibrary loan, and how your library’s patrons can use materials and the information
contained therein.

Following the satellite presentation, participants at each site had time to discuss UCITA
and local activities.  Although UCITA has not yet made the radar screen in Minnesota,
local chapters of library organizations are in the early stages of activity.

If you missed the live teleconference, you can still take advantage of the information
presented.  The 40-page teleconference packet is available in PDF format at http://
www.arl.org/ucita.html.  The packet includes the presentation slides as well as an exten-
sive list of Web resources, myths and facts about UCITA, a glossary of terms, lobbying
tips, and other resources for local efforts.  A video kit can be purchased from ARL, or you
can borrow the teleconference tape from MINITEX by contacting Mary Parker at 800-462-
5348.
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Money and Currency

“Universal Currency Converter”
http://www.xe.net/ucc/

Updated daily, this site allows you to perform interactive
foreign exchange rate conversion on the Internet.  It
includes sixty-two major currencies plus gold, silver, palla-
dium, and platinum prices.  A “full” version is also available
with 180 currencies for over 250 geographical locations but
without the metal prices.  To use the Currency Converter
you simply type the amount of source currency in the input
box with or without decimals or commas.  You then select
the source and destination currencies using the scrolling
selection boxes.  When satisfied with your selection, push
the “perform currency conversion” button and the results
will be displayed. The Interactive Currency Table allows
you to create foreign exchange rate tables based on the
currency of your choice using current or historical rates.

“Current Value of Old Money”
http://www.ex.ac.uk/~RDavies/arian/current/
howmuch.html

A frequently asked question in libraries is “how much would
a specified amount of money at a certain period of time be
worth today?”  The Current Value of Old Money site is just
the place to look for an answer.  This site contains a list and
links to different tools and online sources.  The categories
included within this site are international, United Kingdom
and Europe, the United States, historical exchange rates,
prices in Ancient Rome, and more.  An extensive list of
printed sources is also included.  Through this site you can
access Global Financial Data, a fee-based service that
provides “access to historical data on prices, exchange
rates, and interest rates for various countries.”  Another
helpful link is “What is a dollar worth?” This link contains a
calculator, provided by the Federal Reserve Bank of
Minneapolis, that uses the Consumer Price Index from 1913
onwards.  A few other links within the site are “US Cost of
Living Calculator,” “Purchasing Power of the Pound,” and
“US Inflation Calculator.”
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“American Numismatic Association (ANA)”
http://www.money.org/

The American Numismatic Association, “a non-profit,
educational organization chartered by Congress,” has a site
dedicated to the collection and study of everything from
tokens and medals to coins and paper money.  Within their
site you can access the transcripts of more than 2,000
“Money Talks” radio scripts, which go back as far as 1992.
They have an FAQ file with email contacts for submitting
questions, as well as a newsroom with consumer alerts.
You can also visit their “Money Museum,” which contains
several historical exhibits, or search their library catalog.

“Currencies of the World”
http://pacific.commerce.ubc.ca/xr/currency_table.html

This site, part of the PACIFIC (Policy Analysis Computing
& Information Facility in Commerce) Exchange Rate
Service, contains currency information for approximately
250 countries of the world.  As well as the currency, this
site lists the currency symbol.  For example in Angola, the
kwanza is represented as Kz and in Venezuela, the bolivar
is represented as Bs.  This site references the Standard
Catalog of World Paper Money and the 27th edition of
the World Currency Yearbook.

http://www.xe.net/ucc/
http://www.ex.ac.uk/~RDavies/arian/current/
http://kinglear.lib.umn.edu/reference/refdb
http://www.money.org/
http://pacific.commerce.ubc.ca/xr/currency_table.html
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On the opposite end of the map spectrum, Borchert Library
houses the Automated Cartographic Information Center
(ACIC).  The Center is equipped with the latest hardware
and software for creating customized computer-generated
maps.  These resources can be helpful for rendering
census data graphically or extracting and mapping subjects
such as population migration, local/regional commercial
expansion and decline, or political activity.

From the Borchert Web site (http://map.lib.umn.edu/),
visitors also have direct access to the online Atlas of
Minnesota.  The Atlas presents maps comparing major
cities and towns in Minnesota to each other.  In the Atlas
of Minnesota, you will find information on race, age,
ancestry, and gender of Minnesota citizens.  The Atlas,
although still a work in progress, contains upwards of 800
maps. It is just one of hundreds of Web site links on the
Borchert home page.

Whether you want to explore Borchert at your library via
the Web or have MINITEX Reference handle complex
map-related questions, you and your users have inside
access to one of the largest, most-respected, and heavily
used map collections in the country.

The John R. Borchert Map Library,
University of Minnesota
http://map.lib.umn.edu/

Library users with map and geography-related questions
have access through the MINITEX Reference Service
to the resources of the John R. Borchert Map Library at
the University of Minnesota.  Borchert Library houses an
exceptional collection of cartographic materials, including
Minnesota and Midwest regional maps, USGS topo-
graphical series in all standard scales, and foreign and
world maps.  In addition, the library houses close to nine
thousand circulating and reference volumes, including
thematic atlases (military, environmental, political, and
cultural), official national atlases, historic and current
Minnesota county atlases and plat maps, selected city
atlases, gazetteers, and general works on geography and
cartography.

One of the most interesting resources in the Library
combines cartography and photography.  The aerial
photography collection features photographs of land
formations and features in all Minnesota counties, the
earliest taken in the 1930’s and at various intervals to the
present.  In the recent past, MINITEX Reference has
provided photographs tracking frontier-bound wagon
routes through western Minnesota and the fate of timber
stands over a forty-year period in one Minnesota town-
ship.  The aerial photographs provide a unique window
on the expansion and settlement of people, roads, and
industry across the Minnesota landscape over the last
three-quarters of a century.

MINITEX Reference Service can also answer questions
about historical and current plat maps for all Minnesota
counties, as well as selected counties in Iowa, North and
South Dakota, and Wisconsin.  The maps detail township
and individual property boundaries and provide a valuable
snapshot of both land use and property ownership
changes over time.

Both the aerial photography collection and the county
maps are collections that local genealogists and historians
will find useful.  Remember MINITEX Reference
Service and the Borchert print collections when you want
to extend your local genealogy or history resources.

http://map.lib.umn.edu/
http://map.lib.umn.edu/


REQUEST FOR ASSISTANCE
Occasionally, MINITEX Reference Services receives a request for a poem, quotation,
picture, story, or something that cannot be found by checking standard sources.  The
Reference staff would like to appeal to the collective memory of MINITEX participants
for assistance.  Please forward any leads on the following questions to Reference
Services at: 612-624-4150 or 800-462-5348.  Here is what we are looking for:

Looking for the meaning or origin of the first name “Tazee.”  It seems to be common
in the southern United States. (455)

MINITEX Library Information Network
University of Minnesota
15 Andersen Library
222 21st Avenue South
Minneapolis, MN  55455-0439



about Reference Notes?
What do you think

fantastic web sites

topics you would like addressed

spotlight on your
reference library

great reference books

We would like to know what you would like to see in upcoming Reference Notes.
Please either call us at 800-462-5348, send us an e-mail (see page 2 for addresses),

or fill in your comments below and mail this form to MINITEX Reference.

Terrific web sites, reference books, and other sources you use:

Comments / Suggestions:

Name: (optional)____________________________________________________________________

Library: (optional)_________________________________  Phone: (optional) _________________________



Reference Services
MINITEX  Library Information Network
University of Minnesota
S-33 Wilson Library
309 19th Avenue South
Minneapolis, MN  55455-0414



1999 EVENTS CALENDAR

Special Library Association will be holding their annual conference at the
Minneapolis Convention Center.  Please see their web site for more information:
www.sla.org/conf/99conf/index.shtml

June 5-10

Academic Library Advocacy Day at St. John's University in Collegeville, MNJune 16

National Literacy Day  Contact: Focus on Literacy, Inc., P.O. Box 504, Laurel
Springs, NJ 08021

July 2, 1999


