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INFORMATION BITS

OCLC FirstSearch Training

MINITEX Reference staff will offer
training on OCLC FirstSearch, Decem-
ber  4, at Wilson Library, University of
Minnesota.  Topics include databases,
searching, and the administrative module.
Other sessions will be scheduled for
after the first of the year.  Call 612-624-
4002 or 800-462-5348 to register, and
watch Reference Notes for details.

UCITA  Teleconference

The 12/13 UCITA (Uniform Computer
Information Transactions Act) telecon-
ference will provide information about
the Act and a panel of experts involved
in local lobbying efforts.  Registration
deadline is  Monday Noon, December
11.  For regstration information, call  Elly
Gustafson-Held @ MINITEX, (612)624-
1081or (800) 462-5348.  Other telecon-
ference sites  include SCSU/Central MN
Libraries Exchange, UMD, MELSA,
UND, NDSU, and SDSL.

ELM: Electronic Library for Minnesota

At five months into the current contract for ELM, a few libraries haven’t gotten on board
yet.  MINITEX encourages libraries to take advantage of these databases, so we offer this
quick review of ELM.

What is ELM?

Electronic Library for Minnesota (ELM), formerly the Minnesota Statewide Database
Access Program, is supported by appropriations from the Minnesota Legislature to
provide Minnesotans with access to electronic information.  Funds were appropriated to
the Minnesota Higher Education Services Office and the Minnesota Department of
Children, Families and Learning for MINITEX and Library Development and Services
respectively to provide electronic access to general information databases. The Legisla-
tive intent for this appropriation is to provide the best possible access to information
resources across the educational spectrum (including K-12, higher education, state
government, and public libraries) on a statewide basis.

What databases are available?

Whether you need full-text articles, quality Web sites, hard-to-find book citations, or full-
text reference sources, the diversity of the ELM databases offers something of value to
any type of library or patron.

• Gale Group Periodical/Reference Package: see the review of the Gale Group
databases inside this issue.

• Bell & Howell Information and Learning’s National Newspapers 5:  includes the Los
Angeles Times, New York Times, Wall Street Journal, Washington Post, and Minne-
apolis StarTribune.  For our review of this database, see your August 2000 issue of
Reference Notes or connect to  http://www.minitex.umn.edu/reference/
reference_notes/aug2000/natnews.asp.

• The OCLC Collection on FirstSearch: WorldCat, NetFirst, ArticleFirst,
ContentsFirst, Union Lists of Periodicals, and Electronic Collections Online comprise
The OCLC Collection. Watch for a review of these databases in an upcoming issue or
connect to http://www.minitex.umn.edu/eit/oclccoll.asp for more information.

How can I access these databases?

Your library is probably eligible to participate in ELM just by being in Minnesota.  The
next step is to register for access using the Web form at http://www.minitex.umn.edu/eit/
registrationform.asp.  This brief form requests information about your institution and its
Internet access.  With one form, you can activate access to all of the ELM databases.

Direct access using each database vendor’s interface is available.  Upon registering for
ELM, libraries receive information on how to connect directly to these resources.  The
interfaces offer a variety of features to make searching and retrieving results easy and
efficient.  (Continued on page 2)
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ELM, continued

These databases are also available through the MnLINK
Gateway for authorized Gateway libraries. For further informa-
tion, see http://gateway.mnlink.org/info/. The MnLink Gate-
way provides open access to participating Minnesota library
catalogs and secured access to electronic databases.

Is training available?

Trainers from The Gale Group and Bell & Howell have been
making the rounds with training on their products.  MINITEX
Reference has offered several sessions on FirstSearch, and we
will continue to offer sessions on databases from all three
vendors.  Some regional and `  multi-type library systems
are also providing training for their libraries.  Watch for
announcements of upcoming training offered by MINITEX
Reference on mailing lists such as MINITEX-News, Metronet,
and MnSCU-PALS.

What are you waiting for?

Register today for access to these valuable resources!
Information about ELM is available at http://
www.minitex.umn.edu/eit/infosheet.asp, including a link to the
registration form.  Watch for database tips in future issues of
Reference Notes.

Gale Group Databases

As noted in the cover article, ELM participants can access
many of these files through the MNLINK interface or request
direct access through the vendor.  After registering with
MINITEX for ELM access, you’ll receive information about
how to connect directly to individual Gale Group databases
that are part of the ELM package.  These databases offer
outstanding coverage of  basic and advanced full-text
resources.  Your users, whether they are students, profession-
als or interested citizens, have an exceptional opportunity to
find information through ELM.   For more information about
Gale Group databases and titles indexed, log on to http://
www.galegroup.com.

ELM features the following Gale Group periodical and refer-
ence databases:

General Reference Center Gold

This database integrates popular culture, current events,
general interest, and business resources by indexing maga-
zines, journals, reference books, and national newspapers
including The Wall Street Journal, The New York Times, and
The Christian Science Monitor.  Indexing for magazines,
journals, and newspapers goes back to 1980, while searchable
full-text and images date back to 1983.  The database is
updated daily.  General Reference Center Gold contains
hyperlinks between and within sources.  These hyperlinks
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provide point-and-click navigation to related topics and articles.
For example, you can click on highlighted words within a full-text
article to link to related sources. Over 2,000 periodicals are
indexed, with full-text available for over 1,200 titles.

Expanded Academic ASAP

This database offers “balanced coverage of every academic
concentration—from advertising and microbiology to history and
women’s studies.”  By combining indexing, abstracts, full-text,
and images, this database is appropriate for the beginner or
experienced researcher, including students, graduate researchers,
and faculty.  Expanded Academic ASAP contains information from
social science, humanities, and science and technology journals,
as well as general interest magazines and The New York Times.
This database contains a balance of subject specific titles like
Environmental Politics and cross-disciplinary titles like
Newsweek.  Full text is available for 1,300 for the 2,300 titles
indexed.

General Business File ASAP

The General Business File ASAP allows for in-depth and
comprehensive business research.  It indexes three national
newspapers, and contains full-text from business, management,
industry, and trade journals, investment reports, directory
listings, and newswire releases.  The database spans a wide
range of business information including business theory and law,
international trade, job-hunting strategies, and banking. It
indexes approximately 1,300 publications of which 650 are full
text.

Health Reference Center – Academic

This is a multi-source database that provides access to a wide
variety of health information. Health Reference Center- Aca-
demic “integrates the full text and images of respected nursing,
allied health and medical journals; consumer health magazines;
newsletters; pamphlets; newspaper articles; topical overviews;
and reference books.”  The database indexes the past four years
plus the current year of journals and magazines and contains
current editions of reference books, pamphlets, and topical
overviews.  Health Reference Center- Academic should appeal
to a wide audience, including students in health sciences fields
and  the layperson interested in personal health information.

Computer Database

This source is perfect for those needing to keep up with the fast-
changing world of technology.  Computer Database contains
titles relating to the computer, telecommunications, and electron-
ics industries.  Product reviews, industry status reports, and
company profiles are all available in this database.  You can also
find information about the Internet and WWW, multimedia and
interactive TV, and reviews of the latest consumer products.  This
database indexes approximately 150 publications, of which 103
are full-text.

http://gateway.mnlink.org/info/
http://
http://
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Infotrac Databases

OneFile provides access to periodical and news information on a
diverse set of topics, including humanities, education, business,
science, current events, art, politics, economics, social science,
law, health care, computers, technology, environmental issues,
and general interest topics. For researchers at all levels, OneFile
offers access to 3,00 full-text titles, including five newspapers and
a twenty year back file (1980 to the present, with daily updates)
indexing some 6,000 titles.

InfoTrac Kid’s Edition (current year-to-date plus previous three
years) is a multi- source database designed for elementary school
students and teachers. It provides indexing, abstracts, and full
text of children’s and general interest magazines, reference books
and newspaper articles. The 100 + titles indexed target kid-
specific interests (Baseball Digest, Horse and Rider, Science
Digest, National Wildlife), with general interest titles focusing on
news and feature writing (Children’s Digest, Newsweek, Stone
Soup.)  Reference titles include Information Please Almanac,
Columbia Encyclopedia, and Rand McNally Maps.

InfoTrac Junior Edition (1985-present) offers indexing, abstracts,
and full text for general interest magazines, reference books, and
newspaper articles. The database includes all of the Kid’s Edition
titles, plus more in-depth publications suitable for middle school
research and writing. Africa News Service, Ebony, Natural
History and Smithsonian are examples of the 125+ titles indexed.

InfoTrac Student Edition is a multi-source general reference center
that builds on the Kid’s and Junior editions of the database. The
target audience for material in the database is students grades 8-
12.  Student Edition (1985-present) provides a combination of
indexing, abstracts, images, and full text for general interest
periodicals, maps, reference books, and newspaper articles.
Subjects covered include politics and current events, consumer
electronics, arts, recreation and leisure, crime and justice, personal
finances, and food and nutrition. Titles indexed in the file include
academic titles found in OneFile ( e.g.,  American Anthropolo-
gist, Black Collegian, English Journal , Xinhua News Agency.)

Junior Reference Collectiono
r Reference Collection
With nearly 12,000 documents, 8,500 photographs and illustra-
tions, 50 video and audio clips, and 3 complete Merriam-
Webster’s dictionaries (Collegiate, Biographical, and Geographi-
cal), the Junior Reference Collection is a complete reference
source.  JRC is a cross-curricular research tool that combines the
following Gale products into one database that is simple to
navigate and supports classroom learning: U*X*L Biographies;
U*X*L Junior DISCovering Authors; U*X*L Junior Worldmark;
U*X*L Multicultural; U*X*L Science; Asian American Alma-
nac; Asian American Chronology; Junior Worldmark Encyclo-
pedia of World Cultures.  The JRC’s search paths are distin-
guished by subject area (People, Places, Subjects, Authors,
Books, Timeline) and the results are categorized by document
type (Overview Essay, Biography, and Timeline.)
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Contemporary Authors

CA provides biographical information and bibliographical references on
approximately 100,000 U.S. and international authors. Current authors,
international authors whose works have been translated into English,
and literary figures from the early 20th century are covered.  CA’s format
includes a comprehensive bibliography of the author’s work, informa-
tion on media adaptations, work(s) in progress, a biographical
portrait, critical evaluations of selected works, and excerpted inter-
views. The database is updated quarterly.

Discovering Authors Most Studied

Specially excerpted from DISCovering Authors Modules, DISCovering
Most-Studied Authors provides comprehensive bio-bibliographical and
critical information on 380 of the most-studied authors in North
American curricula.  Representing a wide variety of nations, cultures,
time periods, and genres, the database includes entries on such
authors as Muhammad, William Shakespeare, Ernest Hemingway, and
Maya Angelou.  It is recommended for secondary school students.

http://kinglear.lib.umn.edu/reference/refdb


REQUEST FOR ASSISTANCE

Occasionally, MINITEX Reference Services receives a request for a poem, quotation,
picture, story, or something that cannot be found by checking standard sources.  The
Reference staff would like to appeal to the collective memory of MINITEX participants
for assistance.  Please forward any leads on the following questions to Reference
Services at: 612-624-4150 or 800-462-5348.  Here is what we are looking for:

Nothing now...take a break!  We’ll be back next month.

MINITEX Library Information Network
University of Minnesota
15 Andersen Library
222 21st Avenue South
Minneapolis, MN  55455-0439



about Reference Notes?
What do you think

fantastic web sites

topics you would like addressed

spotlight on your
reference library

great reference books

We would like to know what you would like to see in upcoming Reference Notes.
Please either call us at 800-462-5348, send us an e-mail (see page 2 for addresses),

or fill in your comments below and mail this form to MINITEX Reference.

Terrific web sites, reference books, and other sources you use:

Comments / Suggestions:

Name: (optional)____________________________________________________________________

Library: (optional)_________________________________  Phone: (optional) _________________________



Reference Services
MINITEX  Library Information Network
University of Minnesota
S-33 Wilson Library
309 19th Avenue South
Minneapolis, MN  55455-0414



1999 EVENTS CALENDAR

Special Library Association will be holding their annual conference at the
Minneapolis Convention Center.  Please see their web site for more information:
www.sla.org/conf/99conf/index.shtml

June 5-10

Academic Library Advocacy Day at St. John's University in Collegeville, MNJune 16

National Literacy Day  Contact: Focus on Literacy, Inc., P.O. Box 504, Laurel
Springs, NJ 08021

July 2, 1999


