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INFORMATION BITS

Minnesota Library Association
Annual Conference, St. Paul
“Honoring the Past, Creating the Future”
is the theme for the MLA conference,
September 27-29, 2000, at River Centre.
For more information,  connect to http://
www.lib.mankato.msus.edu:2000/ or
call  651-641-0982.

Minnesota Educational Media
Organization, Duluth
MEMO's Fall Conference 2000 will be
held October 5-7, 2000, at the Duluth
Entertainment and Convention Center.
For more information, connect to
http://www.memoweb.org/
conference.html.

E-books Conference, sponsored by
MINITEX, Metronet, MELSA &
CLIC
“Eek-it’s E-Books: No Paper, No Ink,
No Binding -No Kidding.” September 14,
12-4 p.m., Earl Brown Center, U of  M,
St. Paul. Register by September 6.
For more information and to register,
go to http://www.metronet.lib.mn.us/lib/
ebooks.cfm.

National Newspapers 5

You’ve read about Bell and Howell’s National Newspapers 5 (Washington Post, Wall
Street Journal,  New York Times,  Los  Angeles Times,  and Minneapolis Star Tribune)
in Reference Notes and other MINITEX updates.  But do you know that each of the five
newspapers featured has unique reporting strengths?  Depending on what you or your
clients are looking for, each paper supports columnists, features, and special resources
that aren’t duplicated in any other paper.

The Los AngelesTimes has enlarged and inverted its focus from a primarily national
newspaper to a national/regional paper with a strong local (Southern California) focus.
The paper currently emphasizes business reporting and Pacific Rim and entertainment
industry news.  Arts and entertainment coverage, particularly on television, film and music
is excellent.  The paper publishes a Sunday magazine, book review section, and a separate
Sunday opinion pullout.

The New York Times is probably the nation’s best known paper.  It sets the standard for
overall coverage of national and international news.  It is often the only news source for
full or partial texts of important speeches, treaties, and other official government and
intergovernmental documents.  The paper contains daily reports and weekly roundups of
arts and entertainment, travel, science, and personal computing news.  The massive
Sunday Times includes a book review section, a magazine with lengthy articles by
nationally known writers, and weekly “news in review”  sections. Columnists with national
reputations include Maureen Dowd, Thomas L. Friedman, and William Safire. (Reminder:
the NYT is a “rolling backfile”, with full text available for 90 days prior to the day of
access.)

The Washington Post is the paper to use for news and analysis about the national
political scene and international political relations.  The paper features aggressive and in-
depth reporting on Capitol Hill and Washington activities and delivers influential editorial
and op-ed pieces.  The paper also has a strong regional bureau, covering the news of the
central southeast and the District of Columbia.  Many syndicated columnists originate
their columns in the Post, including David Broder, William Raspberry, and Nat Hentoff.

The Wall Street Journal is the paper most Americans look to for financial reporting,
including daily stock and bond market updates and breaking business news.  In the late
90’s,  the paper began emphasizing news coverage of politics and culture that impacts
financial markets and national and international business dealings.  The paper has also
increased the amount of column space devoted to general news and news analysis. The
sports page is also widely read and quoted.  The paper has a solid reputation for investi-
gative reporting. The WSJ circulation is second in the nation only to USA Today, with well
over 1.5 million  subscribers.

The Minneapolis Star Tribune provides local and regional coverage of news, sports, arts
and entertainment, as well as editorials and opinion pieces on political,  policy, and social
issues.

Bell and Howell’s National Newspapers 5 provides expansive access to the unique
resources of each paper.  If you have questions about the database, please give the
MINITEX Reference staff a call at (612) 624-4002: we’d be happy to work with you to
maximize the benefits of having these papers on the Web. To register, go to http://www
minitex.umn.edu/eit/infosheet.asp .
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This month our theme is “Back-to-School.”  We are
featuring educational and instructional Web sites to aid
students, parents, and teachers.

BJ Pinchbeck’s Homework Helper
http://school.discovery.com/homeworkhelp/
bjpinchbeck/index.html

This site is an impressive list of more than 400 recom-
mended sources for learning about everything from English
and foreign languages to art and science.  It is maintained
by a 13-year-old and his father.  They have teamed with
Discovery.com to offer a comprehensive list of educational
sites.  The main page allows you to link to subjects such as
art, computer science, health and physical education, and
music.  For example, if you click on “art” you will be taken
to a list of art sites like Artcyclopedia and The National
Gallery of Art.   It also has a “favorites” menu that will
take you to a dictionary, a clip art gallery, and science fair
information.  This site is part of the “student channel” of
Discovery.com.  You can also access the “teacher chan-
nel” which includes lesson plans, teaching tools, and much
more.

OH! Kids  http://www.oplin.lib.oh.us/products.oks/

This is a directory of annotated resources for kids arranged
by age group and subject.  The age groups are 3-5, 6-9, 10-
13, and 14-17 years old.  There is a “Stuff to Do” section
that has fun places to visit during homework breaks.  The
“Subject Index” is categorized by school assignment areas
(the Arts, Current Events, Homework Help, Language
Arts, Math, Science, and Social Studies).  There is also a
“Resources” section that contains recommended sites for
families, home schoolers, librarians, parents, and teachers.
This site is made available through the Ohio Public Library
Information Network.

Study WEB  http://www.studyweb.com

This is a large collection of educational links, approximately
131, 000, on a variety of subjects.  The sites are listed with a
short comment, a visual content ranking based on the amount
and quality of images for possible use in  school reports,
appropriate grade level, and the name of the contributor..
The links are organized hierarchically, similar to Yahoo.com.
The Homework Help link contains a subject listing of topics
from religion to composition and writing to paleontology.
The site consists of contributions from people with different
areas of expertise, including homemakers, teachers, writers,
students, and PhDs.

CLN Theme Pages  http://www.cln.org/
themes_index.html

This annotated directory of links is part of the Community
Learning Network.  It is divided into broad categories, such
as Art and Music, History, Environment, Languages and
Science.  Each link is given a brief description that stresses
the sites value to  educators.  The CLN Theme Pages
combine curricular and instructional material links.  All of the
links focus on a narrow topic within  the K-12 curriculum.
“The curricular links provide informational resources for
those interested in learning more about the topic while the
instructional material links provide support,” like lesson plans
and instructional tips for teachers.

Atlapedia Online  http://www.atlapedia.com

This A-Z directory  offers profiles of each nation of the
world, as well as political and physical maps in color.  The A-
Z section “provides facts, figures, and statistical data on
geography, climate, people, religion, lan-
guage, history, economy & more.”
This site also of- fers a “World
Maps” section that provides full
color physical and political maps
for regions of the world.  This
source cannot compete with
the quality, timeliness,
and thorough- ness of
many stan- dard print
sources.  If you
cannot make it to a
library, how- ever,
the profiles and
maps are available
free of charge via
the Internet.
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 at the heart of the "graduate school" section.  Other
features help you select a school, prepare for admissions
tests, and explore financial aid options.  "Financial aid"
allows you to search for scholarships, predict college costs,
compare aid awards, and review lists of "best values"
schools.  Finally, the "career" section aids in the job search,
career selection, preparation through internships, and offers
a glimpse at work-life issues.  Each section features an
"ask advisors" forum, with responses posted by experts and
other forum participants.

Minnesota Department of Children, Families &
Learning  http://cfl.state.mn.us/

Contrary to recent media attention, the Minnesota Depart-
ment of Children, Families  &  Learning (CFL) is involved
in more than standardized testing.  CFL works to "improve
the well-being  of children through programs that focus on
education, community services, prevention, and the prepa-
ration of young  people for the world of work."  CFL
activites encompass education and  learning, social ser-
vices, libraries, prevention, work preparation, health
and nutrition, and pupil transportation.  Information  on
graduation  standards covers statewide testing, curriculum
resources, laws and rules, and sections aimed at parents,
students, or teachers.  Directory information and data  on
school districts and community services can be viewed  on
screen  or downloaded.  Information  on teacher licensing
spans the process from initial application, testing, and
licensure through renewal.  Other resources include a list
of upcoming workshops and grant deadlines, full-text
access to CFL reports and newsletters, and news items.

AskERIC  http://www.askeric.org/

The Educational Resources Information Center (ERIC), the
federally-funded information system well-known for its
services and products, extends its reach to the Internet.
AskERIC is "a personalized Internet-based service
providing education information to teachers, librarians,
counselors, administrators, parents, and others" through
three major components.  First, the Question and Answer
Service responds to education-related questions via
email, usually with a list of ERIC database citations and
referral to other Internet resources.  Second, the Virtual
Library offers lesson plans, pathfinders, Internet links,
companion materials for television series, archives for
education-related electronic mailing lists, a calendar of
conferences, and more.  Third, "the ERIC database, the
world's largest source of education information, contains
more than one million abstracts of documents and journal
articles on education."  Updated monthly and dating
back to 1966, this database is the online equivalent of the
print Resources in Education and Current Index to
Journals in Education.

Minnesota Homeschoolers’ Alliance
http://www.homeschoolers.org/

The Minnesota Homeschoolers' Alliance is a non-profit,
non-political, non-sectarian organization that encourages
and enables homeschooling families, provides information
and support to families considering homeschooling, and
corrects misconceptions about the legal option of home
education.  An FAQ section initiates site visitors to the
concept of homeschooling.  Sections on events, teens,
volunteer opportunities, and a discussion board spotlight and
facilitate the activities of MHA.  Other resources include
an extensive reading list on homeschooling and links to
Minnesota information (e.g., the Non-Public Education
Compulsory Instruction Report and the Department of
Children, Families & Learning).

.edu (U.S. News & World Report)
http://www.usnews.com/usnews/edu/home.htm

The oft-cited college rankings are only part of this content-
rich site.  U.S. News & World Report provides thorough
information and helpful tools in four main sections.   "Col-
lege" guides students through college selection, the applica-
tion process, and campus life, including text geared toward
international, transfer, homeschooled, and distance students.
Tools include a college personality quiz and a grade point
average calculator.  Rankings by discipline are
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REQUEST FOR ASSISTANCE

Occasionally, MINITEX Reference Services receives a request for a poem, quotation,
picture, story, or something that cannot be found by checking standard sources.  The
Reference staff would like to appeal to the collective memory of MINITEX participants
for assistance.  Please forward any leads on the following questions to Reference
Services at: 612-624-4150 or 800-462-5348.  Here is what we are looking for:

Looking for an article or essay called “The Anti-Snob Snob.”  Possible authors are S.I.
Hayakawa or Thorstein Veblen.  The essay was widely used in an English text of the
1940s called “Prose & Poetry.” (58)

Looking for a song called “The Gospel ABC’s.”  First line is “Kind folks pay attention
to what I have to say.”  The song goes through the alphabet and relates each letter to
a part of the Gospel.  Another line is “A is for All, embracing you and I.” Patron is 77
years old and has remembered the song since he was a boy. (74)

Looking for information on an artist “Shorrin” who did a painting called “The Old Manse.” (134)

Looking for the origin of the phrase “fighting the troll.”  Woodcarvers refer to it when they have
a difficult time carving figures from wood. (115)
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about Reference Notes?
What do you think

fantastic web sites

topics you would like addressed

spotlight on your
reference library

great reference books

We would like to know what you would like to see in upcoming Reference Notes.
Please either call us at 800-462-5348, send us an e-mail (see page 2 for addresses),

or fill in your comments below and mail this form to MINITEX Reference.

Terrific web sites, reference books, and other sources you use:

Comments / Suggestions:

Name: (optional)____________________________________________________________________

Library: (optional)_________________________________  Phone: (optional) _________________________
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Minneapolis, MN  55455-0414



1999 EVENTS CALENDAR

Special Library Association will be holding their annual conference at the
Minneapolis Convention Center.  Please see their web site for more information:
www.sla.org/conf/99conf/index.shtml

June 5-10

Academic Library Advocacy Day at St. John's University in Collegeville, MNJune 16

National Literacy Day  Contact: Focus on Literacy, Inc., P.O. Box 504, Laurel
Springs, NJ 08021

July 2, 1999


