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INFORMATION BITS

Minnesota Library Association
Annual Conference, St. Paul
“Honoring the Past, Creating the Future”
is the theme for the MLA conference,
September 27-29, 2000, at River Centre.
For more information,  connect to http://
www.lib.mankato.msus.edu:2000/ or
call  651-641-0982.

Reference Symposium
The University of Minnesota Libraries
and MINITEX present the 2nd Annual
Reference Symposium.  “Collecting and
Using Data to Improve Reference
Services” takes place Monday, October
16, 2000, at the Earle Brown Center on
the St. Paul Campus.  For more informa-
tion, visit http://wilson.lib.umn.edu/
reference/symposium.html.

Minnesota Historical Society:
The Heart of Minnesota History

The website proclaims “memories made here.”   Whether you are ready to make
history or just learn more about the people and places that make up Minnesota’s
past and present, the Minnesota Historical Society website http://www.mnhs.org/
is the place to start.

The site developers have done an extraordinary job of bringing the collections and
services of the Society into cyberspace.  From your desktop, you can access
bibliographic information about the Society’s library and archival collections, find
out about current and future programming at all of the Society’s 25 historical sites,
“walk” through interactive exhibits on subjects including fur trading and the first
territorial census, or view underwater photographs of Lake Superior shipwrecks.
Use the information bar at the top of the page to navigate the broad categories
available and the left sidebar to look at subdivisions within each category.

Of particular interest are two online databases that provide information useful to
both student and adult researchers.  The Visual Resources Database
http://vrdb.mnhs.org/ contains images drawn from the Society’s vast collection.
Descriptions of over 140,000 objects, including posters, photos, and fine artwork
are in the database. Twenty percent of these items have been digitized.  Photo-
graphic copies of objects may be ordered by submitting an online form to the
Society’s Copy Services at http://www.mnhs.org/library/about/copy.html.

The Minnesota Authors Biography Project  http://www.metronet.lib.mn.us/
biog/index.cfm offers a wealth of information for each of 36 Minnesota authors,
including a biographical sketch, selected bibliography of primary and secondary
sources, and links to additional websites featuring author information.  This pilot
database covers both historical and contemporary authors and makes an excellent
starting point for student projects that focus on Minnesota literary figures.

Another welcome feature of the site, Preserving Our Past  http://
www.mnhs.org/preserve/treasures/index.html, offers practical, hands-on infor-
mation about preserving and conserving family treasures. Subjects range from
caring for damaged books and photographs to treating and maintaining masonry
and sports memorabilia.

No matter if you are planning a Saturday outing to New Ulm, researching a mid-
term history paper, or  deciding what to do with Aunt Doris’s recipe card collec-
tion, the Minnesota Historical Society website can edify, engage, and delight you.
Of course, there is nothing like an actual visit to the Minnesota Historical Society
History Center in St.  Paul.  Call 651-296-6126 for hours, directions, and informa-
tion about exhibits and services.
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SPECIAL COLLECTIONS
AROUND THE STATE

Minneapolis Collection, Minneapolis Public Library

The Minneapolis Collection was officially created by the
Minneapolis Library Board in 1940.  It is the largest part of
Minneapolis Public Library’s Special Collections Depart-
ment.  “This bountiful resource is available for a multitude
of uses: researching the history of your house; studying old
school yearbooks; investigating a Minneapolis business,
building, club, or organization; discovering the past of the
street railway system or the truckers strike of 1934.”

The collection consists of books, periodicals, newspapers,
directories, ephemera, manuscripts and archival materials,
maps, miscellaneous card files, photos, a vertical file, and
yearbooks.  City directories are available from 1856 to
present and telephone books are available from 1933 to
present.  The ephemera collection contains postcards,
restaurant menus, playbills, and a program collection dating
back to the 1880s.  The map collection consists of materials
prior to 1920 and city atlases back to 1885.  Their photo
collection is searchable via the Photos I database on CD-
ROM.  The strength of the collection is photos of people,
buildings, and events from the 1850s to 1960.  The year-
book collection contains high school, junior high, and
University of Minnesota yearbooks dating back to the
1890s.

This wonderful collection is reference, so all materials must
be used in the department.  In order to help preserve and
protect the collection, some items are not allowed to be
photocopied (e.g., material over 70 years old).  The Special
Collections Department is located on the third floor of the
Minneapolis Public Library, 300 Nicollet Mall.  The hours
are Monday-Thursday 9:00 a.m.-5:30 p.m.; Friday 9:00 a.m.
-6:00 p.m.; and Saturday 10:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m.  For more
information, call 612-630-6350 or visit the Minneapolis
Public Library website at http://www.mpls.lib.mn.us.

Immigration History Research Center

The Immigration History Research Center was founded in
1965 at the University of Minnesota.  The IHRC serves as
an international resource on American immigration and
ethnic history.  The Archival and Library Research Collec-
tion materials are gathered from all parts of the country and
overseas, and they are largely products of immigrants and
their descendants.  The IHRC collections are strong in the

areas of eastern, central, and southern European and Near
Eastern ethnic groups.  The Center also has very useful
family history resources for those attempting to identify
immigrant ancestors.  The collections are primarily composed
of documentation that the immigrants themselves have
generated as opposed to government information.

The Immigration History Research Center is open to re-
searchers Monday-Friday 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.  It is located
on the University of Minnesota, West Bank Campus,  in 311
Andersen Library.  You can contact the IHRC via telephone
at 612-625-4800 or email at ihrc@tc.umn.edu.  The materi-
als within the collection do not circulate, but in most cases
photocopies can be obtained for a fee.  Many of the holdings
are cataloged and described in subject guides and bibliogra-
phies available from the Center.  Their website at http://
www.umn.edu/ihrc is worth a visit because it is packed with
helpful information and links.

Northeast Minnesota Historical Center

“The Northeast Minnesota Historical Center is a regional
archives maintained jointly by the University of Minnesota-
Duluth and the St. Louis County Historical Society for public
research use.”  The Center is located within the UMD
Library.  Although most of the Center’s holdings date be-
tween the 1890s and 1930s, the collection goes back to the
1830s.  The collection consists of materials relating to local
social history, development of Duluth, iron mining, Lake
Superior shipping, lumbering, regional railroad development,
and Duluth-Superior port development.  The Center collects
such resources as oral histories, serials, books, pamphlets,
family papers, architectural and manuscript collections,
business and organizational records, and map and photograph
collections.

This is not a browsable collection--materials are in a closed
stack area of the UMD Library.  The Center has published
guides, a card catalog, and several other finding aids.  All
materials are non-circulating and must be used within the
Center.  If the original item is in decent condition, staff will
photocopy materials for $.10 per page.  Due to the move to
the new UMD Library, access to the Center may be limited
through the summer.  Call 218-726-8526 or visit http://
www.d.umn.edu/lib/collections/nemn.html for information.
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to get birth/death records), arts and entertainment, business
and industry, weather, and recreation.  A unique feature of
the almanac is the chapter on myth, humor, and comedy.
Quotes from Minnesotans Say the Darnedest Things and
Minnesota mentions from The Guinness Book of World
Records accent facts throughout.  This work has an index;
however, awkward entries like “Dates, Full Moon” don’t
aid in locating the right information quickly.  McDermid
pulled information from a wide variety of well-known
sources in print, websites, government agencies, organiza-
tions, and experts.  While sources are cited, the distinction
between quoted material and original content is sometimes
ambiguous.  Space limitations may be to blame, as the
formatting is tight in most of the book.  Although you may
have to work at finding the information, this source is a
good deal at the $15.95 list price.

The National Register of Historic Places Minnesota
Checklist.  State Historic Preservation Office, Minnesota
Historical Society.  1997.  (Limited copies are available
by calling the SHPO at 651-296-5434.)

In its most recent printing, The National Register of
Historic Places Minnesota Checklist contains 1,460
listings, which represent more than 6,000 individual proper-
ties.  Arranged by county, the checklist gives the name,
address, and the date the listing was added to the register.
This source includes evaluation criteria for the National
Register  and a list of properties that have been removed
from it.  For further information on the National Register of
Historic Places, connect to http://www.cr.nps.gov/nr/
(which includes a searchable database) or http://
www.mnhs.org/preserve/shpo/index.html.

Minnesota: A History (2nd ed.).  William E. Lass.
1998.  (ISBN: 0393046281)

Although not in the format of a typical reference source,
Minnesota: A History has found a home in the reference
collection of many libraries.  A professor of history and
director of the Southern Minnesota Historical Center at
Minnesota State University, Mankato, Lass begins his
narrative with the land and the first people of Minnesota.
He continues with the events, people, politics, and econom-
ics that have shaped the state, always emphasizing “the
historical interplay of Minnesotans and their ever-changing
environment.”  The book was first published in 1977 under
the title Minnesota: A Bicentennial History.  In the
preface, Lass says that he revised and expanded the
original edition: “Certain aspects have been changed to
reflect today’s perspective, scholarship, and word usage.
The coverage of the last two decades concentrates on
recent economic and political developments.”  Useful
features of Minnesota: A History include numerous
illustrations, a bibliography for further reading, and an index.
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The Encyclopedia of Minnesota (3rd ed.).  Frank H.
Gille, ed.  2000.  (ISBN: 0403093457)

Another familiar source on Minnesota’s reference shelves,
The Encyclopedia of Minnesota has expanded to two
volumes (over 500 pages in all).  Instead of an index, the
3rd edition sports an expanded table of contents.  Coverage
again includes state symbols and other basic facts, geo-
graphic and geological data, history, a chronology of key
events (1654-early 1998), governors, a extensive directory
of places (from one paragraph to several pages on each),
state services, the state constitution, a bibliography, and a
state map.  New to this edition is a political section, with US
representatives and senators and state executive and
legislative offices.  Although the copyright date is 2000, the
political information and directory of state services is not
current.  For example, the Ventura administration, the 106th
Congress, and St. Paul’s 651 area code are missing.  As
part of the Encyclopedia of the United States series, this
source is well-written and has a tried-and-true format.

Minnesota Almanac 2000 (4th ed.).  Chris McDermid,
ed.   1999.  (ISBN: 0942072057)

The latest edition of this local almanac has a thorough mix
of historical and current information.  Twenty-two chapters
cover typical almanac fare such as history, government and
politics, vital statistics (e.g., state symbols, population , how
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REQUEST FOR ASSISTANCE
Occasionally, MINITEX Reference Services receives a request for a poem, quotation,
picture, story, or something that cannot be found by checking standard sources.  The
Reference staff would like to appeal to the collective memory of MINITEX participants
for assistance.  Please forward any leads on the following questions to Reference
Services at: 612-624-4150 or 800-462-5348.  Here is what we are looking for:

History of the occupation of a Belgian customs official/border patrol (“douanier”)
during the mid-to-late 19th century.  Patron would like information such as the duties
and the salary.  (1411)

MINITEX Library Information Network
University of Minnesota
15 Andersen Library
222 21st Avenue South
Minneapolis, MN  55455-0439



about Reference Notes?
What do you think

fantastic web sites

topics you would like addressed

spotlight on your
reference library

great reference books

We would like to know what you would like to see in upcoming Reference Notes.
Please either call us at 800-462-5348, send us an e-mail (see page 2 for addresses),

or fill in your comments below and mail this form to MINITEX Reference.

Terrific web sites, reference books, and other sources you use:

Comments / Suggestions:

Name: (optional)____________________________________________________________________

Library: (optional)_________________________________  Phone: (optional) _________________________



Reference Services
MINITEX  Library Information Network
University of Minnesota
S-33 Wilson Library
309 19th Avenue South
Minneapolis, MN  55455-0414



1999 EVENTS CALENDAR

Special Library Association will be holding their annual conference at the
Minneapolis Convention Center.  Please see their web site for more information:
www.sla.org/conf/99conf/index.shtml

June 5-10

Academic Library Advocacy Day at St. John's University in Collegeville, MNJune 16

National Literacy Day  Contact: Focus on Literacy, Inc., P.O. Box 504, Laurel
Springs, NJ 08021
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