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INFORMATION BITS

the afternoon of June 30th
MINITEX Technical staff will be
utilizing the Reference database to
prepare it for the new fiscal year.  This
means that you will be unable to send
requests via the MINITEX Reference
Webform from 2:00 to 5:00 p.m. on
Friday, June 30.  Please do not hesitate
to call in requests at 1-800-462-5348.

Reference Symposium
The University of Minnesota Libraries
and MINITEX present the 2nd Annual
Reference Symposium.  “From Anec-
dotes to Evidence: Collecting and Using
Data” takes place Monday, October 16,
2000, at the Earle Brown Center on the
St. Paul Campus.  For more info visit
http://wilson.lib.umn.edu/reference/
symposium.html.

American Library Association
Annual Conference
“Libraries Build Community” is this
year’s theme, July 6-12, 2000, in Chi-
cago, Illinois.  For more information visit
http://www.ala.org/events/ac2000/.

Minnesota Statewide Database
Access Program

The University of Minnesota Board of Regents approved our intent to award
contracts to The Gale Group and Bell & Howell Information and Learning on
May 11.  Beginning July 1, 2000, Minnesota academic, public, and state
government libraries and K-12 school media centers will have free, unlimited
access to Bell & Howell Information and Learning’s National Newspapers 5
(The Los Angeles Times, The New York Times, The Wall Street Journal, The
Washington Post, and The Minneapolis StarTribune).  The Gale Group will
provide free, unlimited access to the following databases:

• General Reference Center
• Expanded Academic ASAP
• General Business File
• Info Trac Student Edition
• Info Trac Junior Edition
• Info Trac Kids Edition
• Health Reference Center Academic
• Junior Reference Center
• Computer Database
• Discovering Authors Most Studied
• Contemporary Authors

***REGISTRATION REQUIRED***
In order to implement your access to these resources as early as possible,
complete and submit the Minnesota Statewide Database Access Program
registration form IMMEDIATELY.  The Registration Form is located at
http://www.minitex.umn.edu/eit/registrationform.asp.

For more information on the Minnesota Statewide Database Access Program
and the electronic resources available to you through this Legislature-supported
program, go to http://www.minitex.umn.edu/eit/infosheet.asp.

To keep apprised of announcements about or updates to the Minnesota State-
wide Database Access Program and these resources, we strongly encourage
you to subscribe to the MINITEX-News electronic list at http://
kinglear.minitex.umn.edu/minitex/lists.asp.

Reference Webform will be  down on
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With the summer travel season in full swing, this month’s
Websites and reference books feature travel information.
Whether your plans include a weekend drive, an adventure
abroad, or a trip within the confines of your favorite reading
chair, this group of resources has a little something for
everyone.

“Bureau of Consular Affairs” http://travel.state.gov/

From researching your destination to receiving help while
you’re abroad, the US State Department provides informa-
tion for international travelers through the Bureau of
Consular Affairs.  Rules and regulations are covered in
sections on passports, visas, consular services to Americans
abroad, and international adoptions.  Travel warnings and
consular info sheets provide country-specific information.
Travelers should also check out the State Department’s
Background Notes for their destinations (http://
www.state.gov/www/background_notes/index.html) and
the Travelers’ Health site (http://www.cdc.gov/travel/
index.htm), courtesy of the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention.

“Explore Minnesota”
http://www.exploreminnesota.com/

The Minnesota Office of Tourism provides tools to help
visitors “take home a story” from their Minnesota vaca-
tions.  Wander through sections on destinations, activities,
and scenic byways or search for lodging/camping, things to
do, festivals/events, and the arts.  Fill in a brief registration
form to use the Minnesota Trip Planner, which helps you
compile information into a personalized itinerary.  This
itinerary can be printed, e-mailed, or saved for your next
visit to the site.  Explore Minnesota also features travel
stories, an events calendar, and travel specials arranged by
region. Venturing out to other states?  The Travel Industry
Association of America links to state and territorial tourism
offices at http://www.tia.org/discover/sto.stm.

“The Travel Site”  http://www.randmcnally.com/

Rand McNally mixes content and commerce in this site for
travelers.  Click on “Plan a Trip” for information on road
construction, weather, and travel tips.  Updated twice a
month, the road construction section lets users select a U.S.
state or Canadian province, road type or number, and date
range to get a list of projects.  Under “weather,” choose
your favorite Interstate to get a list of cities you’ll encounter
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on the drive.  Each city is linked to its forecast from the
Weather Channel.  “Travel tips” offer advice for parents
traveling with children; money-saving tips and links for
transportation, lodging, food, and fun; and lots of travel
tools, from before-you-go checklists to airport maps, to
keep your trip organized.

“Road Watch America Direct”
http://rwa.metronetworks.com/rwadirect.html

With a few clicks through a U.S. map and list of states, you
can view road conditions and road construction information.
The site opens a separate browser window that generally
links to the selected state’s transportation department
Website.  Presentation varies, however, from state-to-state.
Most states (including Minnesota and its neighbors) provide
clickable maps to locate road construction, while some
(e.g., Maryland) offer only a textual description of current
projects.
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companionable volume:  “This book is largely concerned
with the expectations of traveler’s before the 20th century.
What did they expect to encounter regarding roads, sea
travel accommodations, foreigners and strange lands?  The
284 entries in the encyclopedia concern people, places,
things, events, and concepts.  Some of the entries are about
factual aspects of travel.  What were the Incan roads like?
What kinds of accommodations did a food and lodging
stand along the Natchez Trace provide to travelers…other
entries deal with legendary and mythical knowledge
associated with travel…the wanderings of Odysseus,
monstrous races at the edges of the earth, the Chinese isles
of immortality.” Most entries  are accompanied by titles for
further reading.  This is a fun book to peruse when wan-
derlust is high and the wallet empty.

Meet the new MINITEX Reference
staff members

Heidi Armstrong Temple:
For five years, I was a reference librarian at the University
of Minnesota Duluth.  My responsibilities included serving
as the humanities librarian and the library instruction/
outreach coordinator.  Before coming to MINITEX, I
was an information specialist with Minnesota Technology,
an organization that works with small and medium-sized
technology and manufacturing companies throughout the
state.  This was a special library and fee-for-service
environment, and I worked with clients by phone, email,
and fax.  Since November, I’ve been an occasional
substitute reference librarian for the Ramsey County
Library.  Last fall, my husband and I bought our first home
in Minneapolis.  I play the flute and am active in my church
choir, the University of Minnesota Alumni Band, and the
Northeast Minneapolis Community Band.  Two of my goals
for the summer: play more tennis and learn to play the
oboe.

Susan Hoffman:
For the past twelve years, I’ve been a Reference and
Instruction Librarian at University of Minnesota Libraries.
In addition to providing reference services and teaching, I
have also created and delivered training for University
Libraries focusing on time management, coaching, facilita-
tion skills, and leadership and team effectiveness.  I enjoy
running, swimming, and cooking, and, according to the
Myers-Briggs Inventory, am an “off-the-charts” extrovert.
So I really do look forward to getting to know other refer-
ence librarians in the MINITEX region via your calls,
emails, and letters.

American Travellers Abroad: A Bibliography of Accounts
Published before 1900.  Harold F. Smith. 1999.
(ISBN:0810835541)

PRINT RESOURCES

An exhaustive listing of book-length travel accounts by
Americans traveling outside the 48 states before 1900.
All entries are annotated. Listings are (unfortunately) by
author rather than location, with a large, but undifferen-
tiated index for finding titles by location. From amateur
accounts of the European “Grand Tour” to explorer’s
diaries of equatorial and arctic expeditions and mission-
ary accounts of  far-flung  outposts, this volume brings
together the literature of a time when  much of the world
was still unmapped, local, and untouched by global
marketing and telecommunications.  If you would like to
explore your destination before anonymous guidebook
writers pinned it down, this is a good place to begin
reading.

The Travel Book: Guide to Travel Guides .  Jon  O. Heise
and  Julie R. Rinehart. 1993. (ISBN:0810826976)

One-stop shopping for a variety of travel-oriented publica-
tions about global, national, and local travel.  The material is
arranged by continent and country.  Within each category,
the editors have selected what they feel is the best of a
particular  format: guidebooks, manuals, handbooks, cook-
books, small  local press publications, and miscellaneous
items.  Most entries are extensively annotated, with sum-
mary evaluations of  titles.  The only drawback to using this
book?  Prices are inaccurate due to inflation (publication
date is 1993) and some titles will be out of print.  Use this
to find out what type of guidebook suits particular  travel
needs and reading preferences .

Travel Legend and Lore: An Encyclopedia.  Ronald H.
Fritze. 1998.(ISBN:087436759X)

We can’t do better than the editor’s description of this



REQUEST FOR ASSISTANCE
Occasionally, MINITEX Reference Services receives a request for a poem, quotation,
picture, story, or something that cannot be found by checking standard sources.  The
Reference staff would like to appeal to the collective memory of MINITEX participants
for assistance.  Please forward any leads on the following questions to Reference
Services at: 612-624-4150 or 800-462-5348.  Here is what we are looking for:

Looking for a book of letters between a father and son, in which the father asks his
son, a minister, about God. (1401)

Looking for the author of a poem that begins “There is a time at the beginning when
your child is very close to you, never going far from your side...”. (1403)

***Thanks to Tracey Baker of the Minnesota Historical Society for recognizing that the
      artist we were looking for, Carl W. Dawson, was actually Carl W. Rawson!
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15 Andersen Library
222 21st Avenue South
Minneapolis, MN  55455-0439



about Reference Notes?
What do you think

fantastic web sites

topics you would like addressed

spotlight on your
reference library

great reference books

We would like to know what you would like to see in upcoming Reference Notes.
Please either call us at 800-462-5348, send us an e-mail (see page 2 for addresses),

or fill in your comments below and mail this form to MINITEX Reference.

Terrific web sites, reference books, and other sources you use:

Comments / Suggestions:

Name: (optional)____________________________________________________________________

Library: (optional)_________________________________  Phone: (optional) _________________________



Reference Services
MINITEX  Library Information Network
University of Minnesota
S-33 Wilson Library
309 19th Avenue South
Minneapolis, MN  55455-0414



1999 EVENTS CALENDAR

Special Library Association will be holding their annual conference at the
Minneapolis Convention Center.  Please see their web site for more information:
www.sla.org/conf/99conf/index.shtml

June 5-10

Academic Library Advocacy Day at St. John's University in Collegeville, MNJune 16

National Literacy Day  Contact: Focus on Literacy, Inc., P.O. Box 504, Laurel
Springs, NJ 08021

July 2, 1999


