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INFORMATION BITS

Annual Conference
“Independence to Interdependence:
The Next Phase of the Information
Revolution” is the theme of the 91st
Annual Conference, to be held June 10-
15, 2000, in Philadelphia, PA.  For
more information visit: http://
www.sla.org.

American Library Association
Annual Conference, Chicago
“Libraries Build Community” is this
year’s theme, July 6-12, 2000, in
Chicago, Illinois.  For more information
visit http://www.ala.org/events/
ac2000/.

Collection Development Symposium
Monday, May 22, 2000, the seventh
annual Collection Development Sympo-
sium will be held at the Earle Brown
Center, St. Paul Campus, University of
Minnesota.  For more information visit
http://www.lib.umn.edu/about/
htevents.html.

The University of Minnesota Libraries’
Plant Information Online

This is a subscription-based online service that includes information on North
American mail-order sources for over 60,000 plants, more than 150,000
citations to current plant science literature, and lists more than 1,000 North
American seed and nursery firms and their contact information.  Plant Informa-
tion Online is updated daily.

               Sources- This section allows you to locate sources for  different plant
                 hybrids, individual trees, shrubs, vines, perennials, annuals, bulbs,
herbs, and vegetables.

               Plant Citations- This allows you to locate illustrations and relevant
               information for approximately 75,000 different plants.  Botany and
horticulture related books are also indexed.

              Nurseries- This directory lets you access addresses, fax and phone
               numbers, and email and web addresses for more than 1,000 North
American nurseries.  It is also searchable by state, company name, and nursery
specialty.

When choosing which nursery catalogs to include, the following criteria were
used:
1) the appropriate use of  more or less correct scientific names
2) whether the nursery ships items
3) the willingness to ship throughout the U.S. and Canada

This site is the result of a combined effort between several University of Minne-
sota Librarians.  Access to Plant Information Online is free to University of
Minnesota  students, faculty , and staff.  Those not affiliated with the University
have a choice of two subscription levels, Institutional/Commercial or Individual.
For subscription information visit http://plantinfo.umn.edu/subscribe/
subscription.asp.
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Spring 2000 Trials

In collaboration with regional networks around the country,
MINITEX is pleased to announce consortial purchasing
opportunities for a number of electronic resources:

• Oxford English Dictionary Online
• American National Biography Online
• The Grove Dictionary of Art Online
• The New Grove Dictionary of Opera Online
• The Encyclopedia of Life Sciences (Embryonic

Version)
• McGraw-Hill AccessScience
• CIS/LEXIS-NEXIS Universe Databases

The deadline for signing up for AccessScience is Wednes-
day, June 14, 2000.  The orders will be aggregated on June
21, 2000, to determine the final FTE price level.

Trials are available directly from McGraw-Hill without any
waiting time at http://www.accessscience.com.

The subscription committment date for Oxford English
Dictionary Online and American National Biography Online
is June 9, 2000.

The deadline for ordering the Grove products is June 1.

Information about these products, free trials, pricing, order
forms, and license agreements can be found on the
MINITEX Web pages.  Go to http://www-
minitex.lib.umn.edu, click on Programs and Services,
Electronic Information Technologies, and then 2000 Spring
Trials.

Birds are chirping, flowers are blooming, and we are all
day-dreaming about being outside.  This is the time of year
when our attention turns to the outdoors, and in particular,
our yards.  Since it is May, we thought it would be appro-
priate to highlight some Web sites that focus on gardening.

Northern Gardening  http://www.win.bright.net/
~tlyockey/

This is an informative and practical site for all gardeners,
but espcially for those living in a northern climate, for
instance, Minnesota.  The woman responsible for this site
writes a column for a local Minnesota newspaper and
considers herself a Minnesota master gardener.  The Web
site contains a “zone map” that allows you to find which
gardeing zone you are in.  The site contains a clickable
index that includes FAQs, a forum, links, as well as a
search capability.  The forum allows you to talk with other
northern gardeners and includes a northern gardening
calendar of events.  You can also access photos and garden
quotes.

The Gardening Launch Pad  http://www.tpoint.net/
neighbor/GLP.html

This site claims to be “your starting point for all your
electronic gardening needs”.  The Gardening Launch Pad
links to approximately 4,015  sites.  This site has a
clickable, very comprehensive index that contains subjects
from poisonous plants to garden hardware.  The Launch
Pad contains a tip and a picture of the week, as well as a
feature article.  This site, which is geared toward the home
gardener, originates in Austin, Texas, but it is international in
scope.

 WEB  SITE HITS
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The following are recently acquired gardening-related
books in the University of Minnesota Libraries.

The Encyclopedia of Organic Gardening, by the staff of
Organic Gardening and Farming Magazine, 1999.
(ISBN: 0875968414)

This 1,145 page reference manual is jam packed with
specific information on everything from beekeeping to
window gardening.  It contains plain black and white
illustrations as well as charts and analytical lists.  Its
technical presentation might scare you but it is actually a
clearly written book that is easy to follow for even the most
novice gardener.  This book was originally published in
1959 by J.J.Rodale, the founder of the organic gardening
movement in the U.S.

The Vegetable Gardener’s Bible: discover Ed’s high-
yield organic system for growing your best garden
ever!: for all North American gardening regions, by
Edward C. Smith, 2000.  (ISBN: 1580172121)

This book contains clear, straightfoward information on
earth-friendly vegetable gardening.  Ed Smith gives detailed
instructions on siting, preparing, and planning a vegetable
garden.  He also goes into choosing plant varieties, starting
seed, and growing plants.  The book contains an abundance
of photos with captions that add to the user-friendliness of
this book.  The book contains an alphabetical list of veg-
etables and herbs with information on their cultivation.

Herbal Remedy Gardens: 38 plants for your health &
well-being, by Dorie Byers, 1999.  (ISBN: 1580170951)

This is an easy-to-use and interesting guide to herbal
gardening.  It contains a little bit of everything you need to
know to start using herbs as well as instructions on how to
grow them.  This book is a useful guide for the beginner as
well as the advanced herbalist.  It contains information on
how to cultivate and maintain gardens or containers with
such herbs as parsley, thyme, rosemary, garlic, valerian,
chamomile, and echinacea.  The author is a master gar-
dener and registered nurse.

The Garden Gate  http://garden-gate.prairienet.org/

The Garden Gate is a noncommercial Internet service
provided for recreational gardeners internationally.  “It
offers gardeners and nature lovers a carefully-selected and
well-organized collection of links to informative and inter-
esting horticulture sites around the world.”  This site
contains a “reading room” with online books, magazines,
and catalogs.  It’s “teaching garden” acts as a reference
area containing FAQs, glossaries, and databases.  The
Garden Gate also has a “quick search” option, as well as
many other helpful hotlinks.

National Gardening Association  http://www.garden.org/

This site contains a horticultural dictionary of over 15,000
terms and a comprehensive searchable question and
answer library, as well as a library of articles from NG
Magazine.  The site’s main page has a drop-down menu
that gives you options like “What do you want to grow
today?”, “Take an on-line gardening course”, or “Search
20,000 gardening questions”.  This site also has hotlinked
FAQs like “gardening in containers”, “care of lilies”, and
“diseased inpatients”.  A highlight of this site is the “Gar-
dening Information for Your Region” feature.  It contains
bi-weekly gardening reports and tips of the week for
different regions in the U.S.

My Deer Garden  http://www.mydeergarden.com/

This site is for people who would like to have a healthy,
happy garden in deer country.   My Deer Garden provides
information on options for dealing with deer eating gardens
and flowers.  This site offers a “plant database” that
contains an extensive listing of plants that are resistant to
deer.  It is searchable by plant name, botanical or common,
characteristics of your garden, or characteristics of the
plant you would like.  If you already know deer are your
problem, the site offers a “solutions” section that gives an
overview of options like deer fences, deer deterrents, and
deer-resistant garden designs.  This site also offers a site
search engine.

PRINT RESOURCES

http://garden-gate.prairienet.org/
http://www.garden.org/
http://www.mydeergarden.com/


REQUEST FOR ASSISTANCE
Occasionally, MINITEX Reference Services receives a request for a poem, quotation,
picture, story, or something that cannot be found by checking standard sources.  The
Reference staff would like to appeal to the collective memory of MINITEX participants
for assistance.  Please forward any leads on the following questions to Reference
Services at: 612-624-4150 or 800-462-5348.  Here is what we are looking for:

Looking for source of the following Galen (circa 170 A.D.) quote: “Since, both in
importance and in time, health preceeds disease, so we ought to consider first how
health can be preserved and then, how one may best cure disease”. (1278)

Looking for information on the artist Carl W. Dawson.  He may have lived in the
Minneapolis area.  Patron has a painting by Dawson of Charles Blandin dated 1948.
(1332)

MINITEX Library Information Network
University of Minnesota
15 Andersen Library
222 21st Avenue South
Minneapolis, MN  55455-0439



about Reference Notes?
What do you think

fantastic web sites

topics you would like addressed

spotlight on your
reference library

great reference books

We would like to know what you would like to see in upcoming Reference Notes.
Please either call us at 800-462-5348, send us an e-mail (see page 2 for addresses),

or fill in your comments below and mail this form to MINITEX Reference.

Terrific web sites, reference books, and other sources you use:

Comments / Suggestions:

Name: (optional)____________________________________________________________________

Library: (optional)_________________________________  Phone: (optional) _________________________



Reference Services
MINITEX  Library Information Network
University of Minnesota
S-33 Wilson Library
309 19th Avenue South
Minneapolis, MN  55455-0414



1999 EVENTS CALENDAR

Special Library Association will be holding their annual conference at the
Minneapolis Convention Center.  Please see their web site for more information:
www.sla.org/conf/99conf/index.shtml

June 5-10

Academic Library Advocacy Day at St. John's University in Collegeville, MNJune 16

National Literacy Day  Contact: Focus on Literacy, Inc., P.O. Box 504, Laurel
Springs, NJ 08021

July 2, 1999


