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INFORMATION BITS

Holiday Closing
The MINITEX office will be closed for
the Thanksgiving Holiday:

Thursday, November 25
Friday, November 26

Minnesota Statewide Database Access Program for
Electronic Resources

The Minnesota Statewide Database Access Program is supported by
appropriations from the 1999 Minnesota Legislature to provide Minneso-
tans with access to more electronic information than ever before.  Funds
were appropriated to the MINITEX Library Information Network and
Minnesota Library Development and Services to provide electronic access
to general information databases.  The Legislative intent for this appropria-
tion is to provide the best possible access to information resources across
the educational spectrum (including K-12, higher education, and public
libraries) on a statewide basis.  $250,000 was made available for K-12
schools and  public libraries for each year of the biennium while up to
$900,000 each year is being provided from funds made available as part of
the MINITEX ongoing base budget.  This statewide program provides
access to comprehensive electronic databases appropriate for academic,
public, and state government libraries and K-12 school media centers.
Access is possible both in the library and remote from home, businesses
and classrooms or computer laboratories.

The Minnesota Statewide Database Access Program provides access to
two unique electronic resources:  (1) The OCLC Collection and ERIC
database of the OCLC FirstSearch® service, which are available for
academic, state government, and public libraries and private and public K-
12 school media centers, and (2) Bell &  Howell’s ProQuest, which is
available for public and private K-12 schools and public  libraries in
Minnesota.

Both of these unique electronic resources are available through the
MnLINK Gateway for authorized Gateway participating libraries.  For
further information, see http://gateway.mnlink.org/info/.   The MnLink
Gateway is a World Wide Web-based  virtual library, providing access to
multiple information resources, including open  access to participating
Minnesota library catalogs and secured access to available electronic
databases.

For more information on how to register for access to these databases see
the MINITEX Web page:
http://kinglear.lib.umn.edu/eit/mndatabaseaccess.asp.
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Request for Feedback

If you haven’t already returned your
pink survey form from the October
Reference Notes,  please do so soon.
We need your feedback to provide the
best possible service.

http://gateway.mnlink.org/info/
http://kinglear.lib.umn.edu/eit/mndatabaseaccess.asp


Just thought we would share this reference story…A patron
wanted a copy of the poem “Winter Apples” by someone
named Langdon.  They heard Garrison Keillor read this poem
on MPR.  We emailed MPR and they responded the next day.
They told us the poem was by Charlie Langdon and could be
found in his book Dandelion Vote.  Unfortunately the book is
owned by only two libraries in Colorado.  We searched the
Internet and found that Charlie Langdon is the editor of the
Durango Herald.  We sent the Durango Herald an email at
about 3:00 p.m. on a Friday afternoon.  Within one-half hour,
our phone rang.  It was Charlie Langdon.  He was more than
happy to hear from us and faxed us a copy of his poem.  He
also said he would send us a copy of his book, Dandelion
Vote.
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MINITEX Fall 1999 Trials   Winter Apples

The MINITEX Electronic Information Technologies program
helps participating libraries identify and cooperatively acquire
electronic resources needed to meet the information needs of their
users.  As part of the program, trial periods to databases are
offered.  During the trial period there is free access to the data-
bases in order to evaluate them for purchase.  Currently MINITEX
is offering three trials.

Cambridge Scientific Abstracts – Trial October 1-November 30,
1999.

This service offers Web-based access to 35 databases in a broad
range of scientific disciplines from aerospace, agricultural,
biological and engineering to a range of social sciences data-
bases.

H. W. Wilson – Trial October 1-November 30, 1999.

The Wilson  databases available for this trial are Wilson Biogra-
phies Plus, Wilson Biographies Plus Illustrated, Applied
Science & Technology Full Text, Education Abstracts Full Text,
and Wilson OmniFile Full Text Select.

Chadwick-Healey – Trial October 1-November 30, 1999

A Web based service, there are 11 databases available in litera-
ture, the arts and historical periodicals and newspapers.  Many of
these databases are available in full text.

For more information about the trials, the databases and their
contents, and how to subscribe to them, see the MINITEX Web
page: http://kinglear.lib.umn.edu/eit/falltrials.asp.  Please book-
mark this site and check it periodically.   More trials are coming!

 PRINT RESOURCES

They Came in Ships: a guide to finding your immigrant
ancestor’s arrival record, John Philip Colletta, 1993. (ISBN:
0916489426)

This book introduces the reader to passenger lists and what
they can tell us about our ancestors.  It also clearly defines
the information necessary to begin searching for your
ancestors.  This is the first book published that explains
how to utilize the abundance of materials available to locate
a particular individual named in a ships passenger list.
Throughout the book, the author shares helpful hints,
warnings, and suggestions based on his experience re-
searching ship passenger lists.

Tracing Your Ancestors in Minnesota: a guide to the
sources, Wiley R. Pope and Alissa L. Wiener, 1984. (ISBN:
0936482230)

These volumes assist the researcher in using Minnesota
resources while tracing their family history.  Volume one
includes a guide to starting family histories, information
about major repositories of Minnesota and non-Minnesota
records, and a guide to basic Minnesota research materials.
The other volumes contain county-by-county guides to
Minnesota records including military, ethnic, and religious
records.

Genealogy Resources

http://kinglear.lib.umn.edu/reference/refdb
http://kinglear.lib.umn.edu/eit/falltrials.asp
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 WEB  SITE HITS

MINITEX Reference receives a number of genealogical
related requests each year.   We have discovered some very
useful Web sites that may be helpful to your patrons.  The
first group in this list consists of Web sites specific to
Minnesota genealogy, the second group is broader in cover-
age.

“Genealogy Resources Available at the University of
Minnesota Libraries” http://www.lib.umn.edu/reference/
genealogy.html

While the University of Minnesota Library does not have
collections specifically dedicated to genealogy research, the
richness and depth of the collections  provide genealogists
with many resources.  The genealogy Web page designed by
the University Library staff has caveats to remind people who
are coming to use the collections on campus, that basic
research should be completed before coming to the library.  It
then provides links to pages that provide lists of resources
held in the collections, as well as answers to questions about
directions, hours, borrowing and copy privileges.

“Family History Research” http://www.state.mn.us/
ebranch/mhs/library/tips/family/family.html

Obviously the Minnesota Historical Society is one of the most
complete genealogical resources in the state. The Minnesota
Historical Society Library has created a Web based tutorial to
guide the new genealogist step by step to finding information
about family history.  Also included from the Library’s main
Web page is a link to information about the Genealogy Help
Desk.  This desk is located in the Library’s Weyerhaeuser
Reference Room and is staffed by trained genealogy volun-
teers.

“Minnesota Genealogical Society”  http://www.mtn.org/
mgs/

The Minnesota Genealogical Society is a nonprofit, educa-
tional organization founded in 1969 to foster genealogical
activities in the state. Their Web site provides information
about the organization, membership information, classes and
publications as well as links to other genealogy related Web
sites.

“Minneapolis Public Library-Subject List of Internet
Resources- Genealogy” http://www.mpls.lib.mn.us/subject/
a&h_hist.htm#genealogy.

This provides links to most of the sites discussed here as well
as some others.

“The MNGenWeb Project” http://www.rootsweb.com/
~mngenweb/

This page is part of the USGenWeb Project  (see below)
which is an effort to organize genealogical materials on the
Internet.  This is an all volunteer effort that provides an
emphasis on resources at the county level.  The project relies
on people to host pages, transcribe local public records and
provide a look up service for records in local county court-
houses and historical societies.  The service provides a
Minnesota Places Location Finder, a list of Minnesota Family
Reunions and maps of Minnesota and the Minnesota Terri-
tory.

“The USGenWeb Project” http://www.usgenweb.org/

This Web site provides links to all the state pages, and
information about other USGenWeb projects such as links to
transcribed census information and other public domain
records.  It also provides information about the project,
information for their volunteers and a link to “help for
researchers”.  It also provides a link to “The WorldGenWeb
Project” which is undertaking placing genealogical informa-
tion for every country in the world on the Web.

“Cyndi’s List” http://www.cyndislist.com/

This Web site has been referred to as a “mega-hubsite” of
genealogy resources.  It is a commercial site with a variety of
ads and links to other commercial sites, but is still an enor-
mous resource of links to sites of interest to genealogists.
When we referred to it last (11/1/99) it claimed to have
55,600 links “categorized and cross referenced” in 100
categories.  Without a doubt this is the most comprehensive
genealogical Web site on the Internet.

“Family History Library” http://www.familysearch.org/

This is the search service provided by the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints.  This organization, known for its
genealogical resources, provides access to some of its
resources available over the Web.  There is the ability to
search some of the databases maintained by the organization
as well as links to other family history Web sites.  Another
page allows a search to find locations of the Family History
Centers. The 3,200 Family History Centers, branches to the
main Family History Library in Salt Lake City,  are staffed by
volunteer church members.  The Centers provide access to
computer programs and databases. Books and microfilm may
be ordered from the main library for a small fee for use in the
centers.  There are 19 Family History Centers located
throughout Minnesota.

http://www.lib.umn.edu/reference/
http://www.state.mn.us/
http://www.mtn.org/
http://www.mpls.lib.mn.us/subject/
http://www.rootsweb.com/
http://www.usgenweb.org/
http://www.cyndislist.com/
http://www.familysearch.org/


REQUEST FOR ASSISTANCE
Occasionally, MINITEX Reference Services receives a request for a poem, quotation,
picture, story or something that cannot be found by checking standard sources.  The
Reference staff would like to appeal to the collective memory of MINITEX participants
for assistance.  Please forward any leads on the following questions to Reference
Services at: 612-624-4150 or 800-462-5348.  Here is what we are looking for:

Looking for a copy of the short story by Vera Caspary called “The Gardenia.”  The
film “The Blue Gardenia” is based on this short story by her. (363)

Need information on a print that was transferred to cloth/canvas titled “Old Man and
the Sea.”  Print is signed by Renouf and numbered “81.”  Looking for approximate
value and whether the artist is Emile Renouf or another Renouf.  (344)

Looking for information on a painter with the last name that starts “Ottem___.”  First initial is E.
Patron has a painting by this person of a red vase with apple or magnolia blossoms in it.  (343)

Looking for a speech “Reflections Before the Lincoln Memorial” by Josephine Hohlfe.  (374)

MINITEX Library Information Network
University of Minnesota
S-33 Wilson Library
309 19th Avenue South
Minneapolis, MN  55455-0414



about Reference Notes?
What do you think

fantastic web sites

topics you would like addressed

spotlight on your
reference library

great reference books

We would like to know what you would like to see in upcoming Reference Notes.
Please either call us at 800-462-5348, send us an e-mail (see page 2 for addresses),

or fill in your comments below and mail this form to MINITEX Reference.

Terrific web sites, reference books, and other sources you use:

Comments / Suggestions:

Name: (optional)____________________________________________________________________

Library: (optional)_________________________________  Phone: (optional) _________________________



Reference Services
MINITEX  Library Information Network
University of Minnesota
S-33 Wilson Library
309 19th Avenue South
Minneapolis, MN  55455-0414



1999 EVENTS CALENDAR

Special Library Association will be holding their annual conference at the
Minneapolis Convention Center.  Please see their web site for more information:
www.sla.org/conf/99conf/index.shtml

June 5-10

Academic Library Advocacy Day at St. John's University in Collegeville, MNJune 16

National Literacy Day  Contact: Focus on Literacy, Inc., P.O. Box 504, Laurel
Springs, NJ 08021

July 2, 1999


