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Welcome to WebJunction Minnesota

A special Minitex MESSENGER EXTRA…

Considering the widespread distribution of 
the MINITEX MESSENGER, we wanted 
to devote this special issue to WebJunction 
Minnesota (WJMN) to highlight this state-
wide resource and provide members of the 
Minnesota library community who read the 
MESSENGER with an opportunity to review 
all the features available to library staff in 
Minnesota. The content should be of inter-
est to staff of all types of libraries, including 
information on online continuing education 
courses available at no additional cost to reg-
istered users, federal documents, and various 
forums that you can take part in or create. 

The annual subscription to WJMN is supported by funding from Minnesota 
State Library Services, Metronet, and Minitex. I am anxious to determine 
whether there is additional interest among academic and K12 school library 
staff members. There is no cost to register to become a member, and, current-
ly, there are over 1,500 registered users in Minnesota. We hope that, through 
interest generated by this special MESSENGER EXTRA issue, we will exceed 
2,000 registered users and attract more people who want to contribute to 
WJMN in various ways. 

WJMN does provide a statewide ‘place’ for staffs of all types of Minnesota 
libraries to share information, ask questions, and receive answers from the 
vast talent pool that exists among our library staffs.  Though you don’t have 
to register to read much of WJMN, there are some areas where you do need 
to register to read and participate.  (For example, if you want to sign up for 
online courses at no cost through our subscription or join forums, you must 
be a registered user). Please join and share with us your reactions, comments, 
suggestions, and hopefully, delight, about having access to this substantial 
resource.

Library staff in North and South Dakota are encouraged to browse the nation-
al WebJunction Central and the “open areas” of WebJunction Minnesota.  
However, those outside the Minnesota library community cannot register for 
an account in WebJunction Minnesota and, thus, are unable to participate in 
WJMN’s courses, groups, and content. 
 
Bill DeJohn
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Joining WebJunction Minnesota 

All Minnesota academic, public, special, and school library staff are welcome and 
encouraged to join WJMN.  Others with a formal relationship to libraries — board 
members, trustees, Friends officers, for example — are welcome, too.

The first step in making WJMN your place is to register and request affiliation with 
Minnesota. You can do this from the front page of mn.webjunction.org, where you will find a box in the upper 
right. Click “Create an Account” and follow the instructions. If you need more help, there is a link to a short 
tutorial right below that box. Be sure to select “Minnesota” as your affiliation. This opens the entire site and all 
its features to you.

You do not have to sign up using your work e-mail address. However, if you use an address we cannot connect 
with a library, you will receive an e-mail asking you to confirm your library or media center affiliation. We hope 
this step won’t always be necessary, but, for now, you may receive an e-mail asking about your employer or 
affiliation. Just reply,  and you will be affiliated with WJMN.

WebJunction Minnesota: It’s All About You!
By Ann Walker Smalley, Metronet

WebJunction Minnesota (WJMN) aims to be 
a one-stop destination for Minnesota library 
staff seeking news and information about 
libraries, continuing education, and ways 
to connect with others in Minnesota librar-
ies and library organizations. WJMN fills an 
important communication niche as a central 
location for Minnesota-related library news 
and information. It offers ways for library 
staff to browse and contribute library develop-
ment resources, discuss library issues, set up groups and forums that focus on or promote 
Minnesota library activities, and lets them “friend” one another online, and that can trans-
late into real life, face-to-face friends at conferences and other library events.

Some call WJMN a “Facebook/MySpace” for library staff, but it is much, much more. It 
really is all about you — your opportunity to connect, contribute, and learn. 

WebJunction & Minnesota 
Minnesota is one of 16 (to date) state and provincial Community Partners with WebJunction Central – the gener-
al WebJunction site (webjunction.org). Community Partners have access to a unique blend of web portal, social 
tools, helpful content and online courses to help our libraries and staff share ideas, solve problems, network, 
develop skills and stay informed about state resources and programs for libraries. The list of partners reflects 
forward-thinking library agencies that strive to work with WebJunction to create places where library staff gather 
to build the knowledge, skills and support we need to power vibrant, relevant libraries. You can read more about 
WebJunction Central in this newsletter.

What’s On WJMN
WJMN offers a range of information and resources that help library staff connect and learn. Here is a brief list of 
what is on WJMN; you can find more about these resources elsewhere in this newsletter:

Information & Resources
• WJMN Front Page Headline highlights Minnesota news, an upcoming conference or event, announcements 

of importance to Minnesota library staff, or any other hot topic. It changes regularly.
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• Quick Links on the right sidebar lead you to the most used information or sections. Minnesota Groups are 
listed here. You can find MEMO/MLA Legislative Committee Advocacy pages and more. Minnesota Links 
takes you to the Web sites for those resources.

• WJMN Member Spotlight introduces you to a WJMN member and her/his outlook on library life. You can 
be in the Spotlight; just fill out our brief questionnaire linked below the Spotlight.

• The BlogJunction Minnesota feed lists the headlines of recent blog posts. Click to read the entire post. You 
can subscribe to the RSS for the blog, too.

• Minnesota Library Community Calendar of Events lists continuing education opportunities, conferences, 
webinars, and more. We want all Minnesota library events on the calendar, so be sure to send yours. Click to 
read the entire entry and to find registration links.

• The WJMN Learning Center features hundreds of new courses from SkillSoft, University of North Texas 
(UNT) LE@D, and WebJunction that registered WJMN members can take free of charge. You will find links 
to other continuing education opportunities, too.

Tools from WebJunction
• TechAtlas helps libraries with planning for technology. It includes computer technology inventory tools, staff 

surveys and assessments, and a budget worksheet to help with your planning needs. Feel free to sign up for 
an account and explore the features in TechAtlas to discover how they can help your library. There are training 
materials in the Documents section to help you learn more about TechAtlas.

• Training & E-Learning Resources includes many resources you can use to plan and implement different 
types of training and online learning.

• Webinars provide information about up-to-the minute topics for library staff. The archived webinars are 
linked from this page, too. Did you participate in the 23 Things Webinar in February that had Minnesota pre-
senters?  No?  You can find it archived here.

• WebJunction Wiki provides a wiki space for planning, brainstorming, and sharing. Browse around to see how 
libraries use wikis, what Maine is thinking about, and more. Feel free to join in or just play in the Sandbox to 
learn about wikis. Minnesota’s LSTA project for the Techie Toybox has a page:

 http://wiki.webjunctionworks.org/index.php/MN_Projects_Techie_Toolbox_Grant

Social Networking 
• These social networking features make it possible to find library staff with similar interests, make friends, 
 start and join discussions, and more. You can search for friends, make friends, create or join a group, or 
 propose a Community of Practice. 

Behind the Tabs
• MyWebJunction Tab lets you see all of your activity on WebJunction/WJMN. This page lists all comments 

you have made or received, groups you have joined, the discussions to which you have  contributed, your 
bookmarked WebJunction pages, all of your friends (and a place to find and invite friends), and links to your 
courses, comments, and activities. This page also shows the activities of your friends, so you can see which 
groups they have joined, who their friends are, and where they have commented. 

• Courses Tab takes you to the WJMN Learning Center. The Learning Center has self-paced online courses 
that have been paid for by the WebJunction Minnesota partners (State Library Services, Metronet, & Minitex). 
Minnesota library staff who are registered users of WebJunction Minnesota may take the courses listed in the 
catalog at no cost. Another article in this newsletter has more information and guidelines about the courses. 

• WJ Minnesota Tab This leads you to a portal page where information is organized by broad topic areas. 
Descriptions and links to various Minnesota libraries and library structures are here, along with resources to 
assist library staff in their work. This is a place you can make a difference. WJMN members can upload docu-
ments of all sorts, start groups and forums by topic, and add any other content you have created and think 
would benefit other Minnesota library staff. It is easy to upload documents and adding yours makes WJMN a 
rich resource.

• Other Tabs.  The tabs, Library Management, Library Technology, and Our Services lead to WebJunction 
Central resources. The Member Services tab offers hints and guides on using WebJunction, places to share 
your stories, and more. Browse around these tabs to experience the depth and breadth of resources on WJ. 
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WJMn — names to Know!

WJMN is made available for Minnesota library staff through a partnership between:

• Minnesota State Library Services:
 http://education.state.mn.us/MDE/Learning_Support/Library_Services/index.html

• Metronet — Serving Metro Area Libraries:
  http://www.metrolibraries.net/library-wire/overview.html

• Minitex:
 http://www.minitex.umn.edu/

All three agencies contribute to the subscription fee, including funding from federal Library Services and 
Technology Act (LSTA) funds from the Institute of Museum and Library Services (IMLS) administered through 
State Library Services.   IMLS is a federal agency that fosters innovation, leadership and a lifetime of learning

The WJMN Planning Team includes:  
• Ann Walker Smalley, WJMN Project Manager/Team Lead
 Director, Metronet
 ann@metronet.lib.mn.us

• Deanna Sylte, WJMN Content Management System
 Operations Manager, Metronet
 info@metronet.lib.mn.us

• Mary Ann Van Cura, WJMN Promotion, Infrastructure Development, Calendar & Blog Coordinator
 LSTA Grant Liaison, Library Development & Continuing Education Coordinator, State Library Services
 maryann.vancura@state.mn.us

• Jennifer Hootman, WJMN Course Management System, Social Networking Tools, Training
 Reference Services Coordinator, Minitex
 hootm001@umn.edu

Contact us: mnwebjunction@gmail.com

WJMN Partner Administrators
• Suzanne Miller, State Library Services
• Ann Walker Smalley, Metronet
• Bill DeJohn/Mary Parker, Minitex

In addition, State Library Services, Metronet, and Minitex provide in-kind contributions in the form of staff time 
to administer, maintain, and grow WJMN.

WJMN encourages participation by other state partners, too.  Currently, the multitype library systems and four 
regional public library systems (MELSA, Lake Agassiz, Traverse des Sioux, SELCO) offer in-kind staff support. 
Liaisons in these systems will help the WJMN Team get the word out, find content, and keep the site fresh and 
useful for all of us.
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WJMn at upcoming events

Come visit with us in the exhibit areas at the following conferences or events. We like to meet WJMN members—
and potential members. We usually have a giveaway or two and drawings; you don’t want to miss that!  Remember 
to watch for group meet-ups at conferences or elsewhere. The Early Career Librarians group has plans for an event 
at MLA. Check the Conference Programs, too; we have submitted break-out session proposals.

Branch Out
August 4-5, 2009
Holiday Inn, Willmar

Minnesota Educational Media Organization (MEMO)
October 1-3, 2009 
Mayo Civic Center, Rochester 

Minnesota Library Association
October 14-16, 2009
St. Cloud Civic Center

Have a conference, staff day, or other event that you think would benefit from WJMN participation? Contact 
Ann Walker Smalley, WJMN Project Manager, mnwebjunction@gmail.com

Make the Most of WJMn
By Ann Walker Smalley, Metronet

There is a lot going on at WJMN and WJ Central – the general 
WebJunction site (webjunction.org).   Here are some ways you can 
make the most of your membership.

Best Practices
• Use a recognizable user name. WJMN is for library staff to con-

nect with one another; we want to know who you are! You can 
set some privacy controls under Edit Account    Profile Viewing 
Options. Don’t be too private, though, or no one will find you.

• Fill in your profile with your interests, position, and other infor-
mation. This helps people find you.

• Add a photo or avatar. Those grayed-out heads are boring! 

Make Friends
We know, you have a Facebook/MySpace page, you don’t “need” more friends, social networking is for kids 
— we’ve heard it all. However, WJMN offers a great opportunity to expand your network of library friends who 
can meet you for coffee at conferences, recommend resources, listen to your plans and ideas, keep you enter-
tained, and more. Try it!
• Build your network by searching for and adding friends.
• Interact on WJMN by commenting, questioning, reading.
• Participate in the groups and forums that interest you. This also builds your network and links you to people to 

meet face to face at MLA, MEMO, or other events. 
• Arrange a “meet-up” of your friends and groups at conferences or even in town. The Emerging Librarians 

group has had several events that have connected new people and strengthened that group. 

Member Spotlight
We want to know more about you! Be in the Member Spotlight by filling out this brief questionnaire so you 
can be on the WJMN front page! 
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s.aspx?sm=2OqGFJULghW5MlGrpq0_2bjQ_3d_3d
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Courses
Please take the courses. These are a significant benefit of WJMN. Follow these hints for ease of registration and 
management of the courses.
• If you are affiliated with Minnesota, you must check the Remember Me box when you sign in so course fees 

appear as $0 when you are in the course catalog. 
• You will still need to go through the “Add to Cart” and enrollment process. You will not be required to enter 

credit card information. The fields will be there, but they will be grayed out and not accessible.
• In order to complete the checkout process, you must be logged in with the Remember Me box checked.
• When you click Proceed to Checkout you will be redirected to the Shopping Cart to complete the checkout 

process.
• You must enter an address before you can check out. Click Add New Address to proceed with the enrollment 

process.  Note that we do not collect addresses for any purpose.
• After entering your address, click Save and then click Complete Order.You can see your course activity by 

clicking on My Courses in the My Account box. See what you have registered for, status, and more. 

Quick Links
We have added a list of quick links on the right sidebar of the Front Page and on other pages to make navigation 
to often-used parts of the site easier and faster. Under Quick Links you will find:
• Links to brief tutorials on the basics of WJMN
• Event Calendar Link
• Minnesota Links to library resources that are on WJMN or elsewhere
• All Minnesota WJ Groups
• WJ Communities of Practice
• WJ Tools

Affiliations
When you join WJ, you are offered options for affiliating with WJMN and with other interest groups such as 
Spanish Language Outreach, Rural and Small Libraries, and Government Information in the 21st Century. These 
open affiliations, which are also called Communities of Practice, offer members another way to focus and learn 
about these topic areas. Your affiliations are listed in the My Account box.

Productivity Tools
• MyWebJunction.  Check out MyWebJunction where all your activities are collated. See what your friends are 

up to on WJMN/WJ, see your group memberships, find and invite friends, see your bookmarked pages, and 
more. 

• Keep Up with RSS.  Real Simple Syndication (RSS) is a way Web pages can send updates when content 
changes. If you have an RSS Reader like Bloglines or Google Reader, you can subscribe to WJMN pages that 
have the little orange RSS icon.  When a change is made to that page—a document added, new forum com-
ments, group changes, or whatever—you will receive an update in your RSS reader. This is a great way to 
know what’s going on without having to remember to click on the page. A good place to start using RSS is on 
the MLA/MEMO Advocacy page. This page has all of the committee agendas, the Platform, and other content 
that is updated regularly.

• Bookmarks.  You can bookmark any page on WJMN/WJ that has the bookmark icon in the lower right corner. 
This makes it easy to find the resources the next time. Your bookmarks appear in the top middle column on 
your MyWebJunction Page.

• Affiliations.  Uou can track your affiliations and easily move from one part of the site to another from the My 
Account box. Just click on the link to go to WJ Central and back or to any others you have joined. 

BlogJunction Minnesota 
This blog offers news and information, along with reports about new tools or services that members of the 
WJMN Team and others have come across. You can read the headlines on the WJMN Front Page and then click 
in for the whole story. We encourage comments on the blog posts. You can RSS the blog feed to your Google 
Reader, Bloglines or other aggregator so you never miss a post! WJ Central also has a blog called, coinciden-
tally, BlogJunction http://blog.webjunctionworks.org/
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Sharing Online Meeting and Webinar Software
Need access to a resource for a statewide online meeting or webinar? Our WJ subscription includes access to 
Wimba, a product for hosting webinars and other meetings. Our license allows us to work with you to plan and 
present meetings, seminars, webinars, or other events. There are a few caveats—the event must be co-sponsored 
by WJMN or one of the three partners, and it must be open to statewide participation. Minitex uses Wimba for 
its webinars, and State Library Services has used it for statewide continuing education committee meetings and 
for annual report training for school library media specialists. Events can be archived for future viewing. The 
upcoming MLA-PLD webinar is co-sponsored by WJMN and will be hosted on Wimba. We welcome ideas for 
these programs; contact Jennifer Hootman, Minitex, or Mary Ann Van Cura, State Library Services, to discuss 
your idea. 

Crossroads Newsletter
WebJunction publishes the monthly Crossroads to highlight resources and community partner activities. You 
can read past issues online and subscribe at http://www.webjunction.org/crossroads/-/resources/overview Recent 
issues discussed staff training, using TechAtlas, computer topics, and more. And, don’t miss the Hot Topics page 
on WJ Central: http://www.webjunction.org/hot, which highlights new groups, new courses, and other content.

Community Partner Sites
The 16 other state and provincial WJ Community Partners have all developed broad and deep resources for their 
members, too. While you cannot add or comment on their material, you certainly can benefit from all their hard 
work. We regularly look at Illinois, Ohio, Connecticut, Iowa, and really all of them! for ideas and inspiration. 
http://www.webjunction.org/partners

Help WJMN Grow
If you have ever needed to develop a policy or program, you know that having models available can make the 
job a lot easier. WJMN wants to create a collection of resources for library staff to provide easy access to pos-
sible models. Collection development policies, user service policies, curriculum for teaching library skills, com-
puter use, or other topics, how to plan a program, summer reading activities, or almost anything else you can 
think of is welcome on WJMN. You can upload these documents yourself once you are a member of WJMN. 
Instructions for uploading, using tags, and hints are in this newsletter. Note that your photo/avatar will appear 
next to what you upload. If you want the item identified with your library or system, you can create an account 
for that purpose and your library/system logo will appear. 

If you have hints to share or want to be more involved in WJMN, let us know. We welcome all comments at 
mnwebjunction@gmail.com. In the meantime, see you online!

BlogJunction Minnesota
By Mary Ann Van Cura, State Library Services

BlogJunction Minnesota complements the content on the main WJ Central Blog by focus-
ing on items of interest to Minnesota library staff.  You never know what you might find 
on BlogJunction Minnesota! Recent posts have been about new Web 2.0 tools, awards 
to Minnesota libraries and staff, breaking news, commentary, continuing education (CE) 
event announcements and reports, grant information, and even a little humor. Check 
BlogJunction Minnesota often to stay current.

Keeping up with BlogJunction Minnesota is a snap when you take advantage of its RSS 
feed. Click the orange button in the left column to subscribe.  Then check your reader 
daily!  Want more information and help using RSS? Visit Bloglines for Librarians in 
Three (and a half) Easy Steps http://joy.mollprojects.com/myprojects/rss/quickrss.html or 
Google Reader http://www.google.com/reader/view/#welcome-page to set up your own 
RSS reader as quick as you can say BlogJunction Minnesota! If you prefer learning via 
video, check out RSS in Plain English on YouTube or CommonCraft http://www.com-

moncraft.com/rss_plain_english.
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BlogJunction Minnesota postings are written by staff of the three 
WJMN sponsors — Minnesota State Library Services, Metronet, and 
Minitex — along with the occasional invited guest. Contribute your 
own thoughts, ideas, and responses to blog entries by clicking the 
“Comments” hot link, found under any post. We want to hear what 
you have to say, too.

If you have questions or comments about BlogJunction Minnesota, 
send them to mnwebjunction@gmail.com  or maryann.vancura@state.
mn.us.

You Can Find It On WJMn! Minnesota Resources On WebJunction
By Deanna Sylte, Metronet

Building a robust site with resources specific to Minnesota libraries is one of the most impor-
tant goals of WJMN.  We want people to think, “WJMN!” whenever they are looking for 
information to improve library services or need ideas on developing programs, policies, cur-
riculum, marketing programs, or any other library topic. If you click on the WJMN tab, you 
will see the wide range of topics that you can browse or about which you can add information. 

You are encouraged to add any information to WJMN that you think will be of interest to at 
least one other Minnesota library.  By adding your content to WJMN, you will help create this 
one-stop source of information.  Note that your photo/avatar will appear next to the content 
you upload. If you want the item identified with your library or system, your library can create 
an account for that purpose, and its logo will appear. Just be sure your colleagues know about 
this account, so they can upload using it, too. 

Adding Content to WebJunction Minnesota
By now you may find yourself thinking, “Hey, I have a terrific article about special libraries!  I should share it with 
other Minnesota library staff!”  The good news is that adding content to WebJunction Minnesota is quick and easy.

 1. Make sure you are logged in to WJMN and that you are affiliated with Minnesota.

 2. Click on the WJ Minnesota tab at the top of your screen.

 3. Choose the topic under one of the main sections (e.g., MN Libraries, MN Resources or Continuing   
Education) where your content should appear. *

 4. Click on the Documents tab and choose Submit Document.

(*  If your content does not seem to fit into any of the existing categories, or if you find a page that does not have the 
Overview/Documents/Discussion tabs, contact the WJMN Team and we can create a new Topic Page for you.)

Step 1. In the form that appears, enter the title, author, description, and publication date of your content.

• Next is the option to choose the topic page where your content will appear.  This option will default to the page 
you were on when you chose to submit the document.  If you decide to change it, be careful to make sure that you 
choose one of the topics that appear below WJ Minnesota so your material will be on the WJMN site.  (Look for 
subjects with two or three dashes before the topic, such as —Special Libraries or —-Policies & Procedures.)
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• Next choose tags for your document. A tag is a keyword or term that describes an item. Tags also help others 
find items through browsing or searching. You can create your own tags or select them from the list.  Be sure 
to click Add Tags when you are finished tagging. 

Step 2. At this point, you can choose to enter the text of the content into the WYSIWIG box provided, or you 
can upload a document (pdf, Word, Excel, etc). 

Step 3.  It is your choice whether  to allow WJ members to rate your document.

Step 4. Finally, answer the copyright question and choose a Creative Commons license.  

Voila!  You’re finished, and it only took a few minutes to benefit the whole Minnesota library community!

Minnesota Library Community Calendar of events
By Mary Ann Van Cura, State Library Services

Looking for local continuing education opportunities? Want to find out 
what events are already scheduled when planning your events? Check 
out the Minnesota Library Community Calendar of Events, available 
via WebJunction Minnesota! Visit http://mn.webjunction.org and scroll 
down to the Calendar of Events. 

This Calendar of Events consolidates information about continuing edu-
cation (CE) opportunities for the Minnesota library community. Unless 
you monitor multiple listservs and stay connected to lots of groups 
around the state, it can be difficult to know what CE opportunities are 
available. In a time of tight budgets, with few dollars to create or attend 
CE events, centralizing information about existing events helps every-
one. Checkout the online calendar and tell us what you think! 

Features 
• Staff can see at-a-glance the CE opportunities that are offered currently. 
• Some events are face-to-face, some online. Regardless of where you live and work in Minnesota, the calendar 

will have events available to you for CE.
• Two views: Month-at-a-Glance or List
• Searchable by Event Type and Keyword
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Scope 
• Priority is given to posting continuing education events open to the Minnesota library community. 
• Events for all position levels, all library types, and all areas of the state are included. 
• Minnesota events, national conferences, and free national webinars are included. 
• Meetings or award ceremonies that include a program or continuing education topic may be included. 
• Business and committee meetings, typically, would not be included. For a calendar of meetings of Minnesota 

library governing and advisory boards, see the State Library Services Web site. 
• Library-sponsored CE events for patrons are not included.

Here is another place to use that RSS reader. The calendar is updated regularly from a variety of sources. Use 
the RSS feed to monitor additions to the calendar or check the Calendar feed on the WJMN Front Page.

To Submit an Event for the Calendar
Help us to create a current, vibrant service for the Minnesota library community by sharing news of upcoming 
events. Forward announcements, including the following event details: Event Title, Date, Time, Event Type, 
Location, Description, Contact Name-Email-Phone, Sponsor, Web Link Address. When available, include 
Presenter Name, Audience, and Cost. Don’t have all the details? Send us a save-the-date announcement with as 
much information as you have.

Submit event details to:  mary.martin@state.mn.us
Submit questions or comments about the Calendar to maryann.vancura@state.mn.us or mnwebjunction@gmail.com.

Groups in WebJunction Minnesota
By Jennifer Hootman, Minitex Reference Services

WebJunction groups can be great way to connect with your colleagues for discussion 
focused around a specific topic, need, or technology.  There are a variety of groups to 
join and participate in that have been created by WebJunction members and Community 
Partners.  Participation includes sharing documents with one another and posting to discus-
sion threads.  

Some of the WebJunction groups are Bookmobiles, Art Libraries, Digital History Projects, 
Gaming in the Library, Learning 2.0 Interest Group, Library Innovators, One Person 
Libraries, and much, much more!  You can see a list of all groups here: http://www.web-
junction.org/wjgroups.  

Furthermore, WebJunction Minnesota members have created groups specific to the 
Minnesota library community.  These groups include Destiny User Group, Early Career 
Librarians, Public Library Division of MLA, Promoting Your Media Center to Teachers, 

and AskMN.  You can see a list of all WebJunction Minnesota groups and learn more about why and how to cre-
ate one here: http://mn.webjunction.org/wjmngroups    

To learn more about two groups created recently, my colleagues Carla Pfahl and Matt Lee invite you to read 
their descriptions below, join, and participate!
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AskMN is now on WebJunction Minnesota!
By Carla Pfahl, Minitex Reference Services

The AskMN Group on WebJunction Minnesota was created to inform 
people about AskMN, Minnesota’s statewide cooperative digital refer-
ence service.  We invite WebJunction Minnesota members to the group 
to stay updated on information, news, and events about AskMN.  Also, 
there is also an open forum to participate in discussions bringing ideas, 
information, and questions to the table about online reference services, 
cooperative services, and specifically, AskMN.   Check out the new 
AskMN group here: http://mn.webjunction.org/askmn.  

“Promoting Your Media Center to Teachers” 
By Matt Lee, Minitex Reference Services

In last month’s issue of Minitex’s Reference Notes, we told you about 
the new WebJunction MN group “Promoting Your Media Center to 
Teachers.”  This group brings together media specialists from across 
the state to discuss successful tactics for reaching out to teachers. This 
month, we’re back with a plea to help us promote the group.  We’ve 
created a 3.5 minute video (with soundtrack!) to describe why and 
how one might use the site.  If you know of a media specialist or 
school librarian who might be interested in library promotion, please 
pass this video to him/her.  The more people who use the site, the 
more successful it’ll be. 

If you’ve had success in reaching out to teachers, consider posting 
your story to the group.  If you’re looking for help with promotion, 

you can learn from the stories of others or post specific questions. In trying times, collaboration is key. Pooling 
our collective knowledge can help each of us at individual libraries achieve stability through the successful pro-
motion of the good work we do. 

Here’s the video: http://www.minitex.umn.edu/events/webinars/archived/WJMN/WJMN.html and here’s the 
group: http://mn.webjunction.org/lmcpromo.  Thanks for your help - see you on WebJunction MN!

WebJunction Minnesota Learning Center
By Jennifer Hootman, Minitex Reference Services 

With over 1,500 members statewide and over 200 course enrollments since Aug. 2008, WebJunction Minnesota 
is a statewide resource that’s growing every month!  One of WebJunction Minnesota’s greatest and most valu-
able resource is the Learning Center.  In times of decreasing budgets and increasing needs for continuing educa-
tion, the WJMN Learning Center is a great opportunity to meet your professional development needs at no cost 
– other than your time.

The WJMN Learning Center has self-paced online courses that have been paid for by the WebJunction 
Minnesota funding partners (State Library Services, Metronet & Minitex). Minnesota library staff who are regis-
tered users of WebJunction Minnesota, may take the courses listed in the catalog at no cost.  However, you must 
be logged in to see the WJMN course offerings listed at $0.  If you are not logged in, you will see all WJMN 
offerings, including the prices for each course.
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Keep in mind that, although these courses are truly at no additional cost to registered users of WJMN, the num-
ber of credits for each course in which you enroll is applied toward the block of credits paid for by WebJunction 
Minnesota. With that in mind, we encourage you to take advantage of this free continuing education 
resource!

Take time to browse the catalog — there are courses for all library staff.  Some of the courses that are popular 
with WJMN members are: 

• Basic Budgeting

• Capturing History: Digitizing Projects

• Copyright Basics for Libraries

• The Reasons Why Diversity Matters

• Windows XP

• Reaching Reluctant Readers

• Ethics in the Real World: Library Case Studies

• Overcoming Organizational Negativity

• Excel 2007

• Word 2007

• Reaching Teenagers

• Weeding: It’s Not an Option

• The Fundamentals of Networking

• General Design: Design Concepts for Web Sites

• Overcoming Challenging Service Situations

To learn more about the WebJunction Minnesota Learning Center and available courses see: http://
mn.webjunction.org/catalog

In addition to the WJMN Learning Center take a moment to check out WebJunction Central’s live webinars at: 
http://www.webjunction.org/events/webinars.  These live webinars are also at no additional cost and are a terrific 
way to meet and learn from our colleagues and leaders in the library community. 

If you and/or a group of your colleagues would like to present and lead a topic discussion for the Minnesota 
library community using WebJunction Minnesota’s online meeting software, Live Classroom Horizon Wimba, 
please contact the WebJunction Minnesota team at: mnwebjunction@gmail.com
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“Minnesota Public Library Budget shortfalls: A Conversation”
The WebJunction Minnesota Team and the Public Library Division (PLD) of the Minnesota Library Association 
are pleased to announce “Minnesota Public Library Budget Shortfalls: A Conversation”  — the first statewide 
webinar produced by PLD.  The session will be from 10-11:30 a.m., June 8.  

Many in the Minnesota public library community are struggling with budget shortfalls during these challenging 
economic times.  PLD has invited library directors from various types of public libraries  — large and small, 
from the metropolitan area and from greater Minnesota — to share their ideas.  
 
Featured guest speakers are: 

• Audrey Betcher, Rochester Public Library
• Pat Conley, Washington County Library
• Jennifer Jepsen, Martin County Library
• Mary Lukkarila, Cloquet Public Library
• Marian Ridge, Kitchigami Regional Library

Kim Edson, Chair of PLD, will moderate.

Each presenter will address the following questions: 

• What is your organization doing to address shrinking budgets - especially at a time when library use is 
 growing?
• How have you developed strategic priorities for using the available funding - what to keep/strengthen, what do 

you let go?
• Political Capital - How do/did you develop it, when do you spend it? (i.e., How have you established your 

library’s value to the community at a time when there is fierce competition for funding from all of your sourc-
es?)

 
To get more information, go to: http://minitex.umn.edu/events/training/webinars.asp#228

To register, go to: https://www.minitex.umn.edu/events/training/register.asp?sessionID=988

Who should attend?: Anyone interested in hearing from a panel of Minnesota public library directors and par-
ticipating in a statewide conversation about public library budget shortfalls.

Sponsors:  The Public Library Division of the Minnesota Library Association and the WebJunction Minnesota 
Team (State Library Services, Metronet, & Minitex).

Questions? Contact:  Kimberly Edson, Head of Readers Services, Rochester Public Library (kedson@rochester.
lib.mn.us, 507-328-2325) 

MLA’s Public Library Division believes this webinar is just the start of an ongoing conversation and a way for 
members of our library community to share our collective wisdom.  PLD has created an online group to continue 
and expand the conversation via WebJunction Minnesota at:  http://mn.webjunction.org/738

Please join the group, participate, and share with your Minnesota public library community.  [To join the group, 
be sure that you have created an account with WebJunction Minnesota and have affiliated with Minnesota].
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And, fyi:  WebJunction Central: An International Library Community

WebJunction started with a grant from the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation. Initially conceived as a follow-
up for the Foundation’s U.S. Libraries Program that had placed more than 40,000 computers in 11,000 librar-
ies, the original site was an online community where library staff could support each other around the issue of 
public access computing. OCLC, the Benton Foundation, the Colorado State Library, TechSoup, and Isoph all 
collaborated to build the version of WebJunction launched in May 2003. In 2004, WebJunction started work-
ing with partners in library service organizations to create local, custom versions of WebJunction for regional 
areas. In 2006, WebJunction Minnesota joined the network of custom learning communities for library staff at 
WebJunction.org. 

WebJunction Today
Over the six years since WebJunction’s launch, change has prevailed in our profession. Libraries grapple with 
intense technology changes, expanding patron needs and expectations, and concerns about our relevance and 
fiscal viability. As a result, WebJunction has grown far beyond our initial start with public access computing 
in small and rural libraries. Our community now includes libraries of all types and size, and represents regions 
across the globe. Our content, courses, competencies, and peer expertise now spans all areas of library practice 
and our collective resources are growing every day. 

In 2008, WebJunction re-launched on a new platform that made it easier for users to contribute documents, cre-
ate and join groups, enroll in updated and library-specific courses, and connect with each other on the site. By 
that time, many of these practices had become common on the “participatory” web, and WebJunction is pleased 
to provide a social networking environment for library staff that is focused on our professional development and 
somewhat insulated from the social networking spaces that we’re in with our patrons, family, and friends. 

WebJunction continues to add new partners, courses, content, and members. Updated recently to capture the 
scope of all that our learning community has become, our vision is to be the place where the worldwide library 
profession gathers to build the knowledge, skills and support we need to power vibrant, relevant libraries. 

Our mission is to bridge the barriers to learning by providing open, affordable, online learning communities. Our 
members take courses, attend events, share knowledge, and network with others – all in an environment that fos-
ters collaboration and mutual support.

WebJunction is supported in part by OCLC, and there are additional funds from The Bill & Melinda Gates 
Foundation, library service organization partners, and a community of individual library staff actively partici-
pating on WebJunction.org.

Community Partners                                                                                                                    
WebJunction Community Partners create entirely customized versions of WebJunction for the library staff in 
their service areas. WebJunction members enjoy additional, localized content, a custom look and feel on their 
site, and access to free courses through a customized catalog. These partners work closely with WebJunction to 
develop new content, courses, and features for the entire network of community members using WebJunction. 

Other partners work with WebJunction to provide custom online learning for their library staff.  Please click the 
Our Services tab on WebJunction Minnesota to learn more about other partners or their subscriptions.
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Minitex’s electronic Communications

In addition to our print publications, Minitex maintains a number of 
electronic communications vehicles to provide information about our 
programs.

The Minitex electronic discussion group, Minitex News, will allow 
Minitex users to exchange questions and answers about new technolo-
gies, Minitex policies and procedures, and other issues.  To subscribe, 
follow these steps:

1.  Point your web browser to:  http://lists.minitex.umn.edu
2.  Click on minitex-news in the list
3.  Provide the information requested on the information page 
 
The Minitex World Wide Web homepage (http://www.Minitex.umn.
edu) provides information about Minitex services and programs and 
access to Minitex publications.  It also allows searchers to link to other 
Internet homepages.


