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Abstract

This thesis investigates the imperial legacy in the late-twentieth and early twenty-

first century French Hexagon.  It focuses on three post-colonial immigrant groups:  

East/Southeast Asians, North Africans, and sub-Sahara Africans.  It draws data from 

major French news sources, using both content analysis and statistical analysis of major 

French news sources to outline views of these groups in the French popular 

consciousness.  Then, it uses French census data to track occupational education for each 

immigrant group during the latter half of the twentieth and beginning of the twenty-first 

century.  Finally, it uses French census data to calculate relative risk ratios for work 

status (unemployed, employed part-time, employed full-time) for each group in the early 

twenty-first century.  The analyses reveal that these immigrant groups are more similar 

than they are different.
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Introduction

I. Introduction

France lost its vast empire in the twentieth century, but the imperial legacy 

remains.  During the time of empire, indigenous colonial subjects came to the Hexagon 

(the French mainland) for work, capital, opportunity, education.  Post-colonialism 

brought floods of refugees from war-torn countries.  In France, they are tarred with the 

same brush as their colonial forebears.  As this thesis argues, prejudice followed colonial 

subjects to France and clung to them for the past half-century, and, while it may 

negatively impact their opportunities, there are many other factors that influence their 

situation as well.
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II. Description of Project

Chapter One

As Chapter One will show, there are distinct patterns of stereotypes associated 

with each of the three post-colonial populations under investigation:  North 

African/Arabs, sub-Saharan Africans, and Southeast Asians and Chinese.1  I will 

illustrate this point using crime reporting in the late twentieth and early twenty-first 

century French national press.  I examine how French journalists draw associations 

between crime and immigrants.  At the same time, I compare differences among views of 

these three immigrant groups.

These differences are important because they demonstrate a hierarchy of ethnic 

groups in France, that some immigrants are considered more threatening than others.  

Asians are seen as physically dangerous only to each other, although they are also 

economically dangerous to the population at large.  North Africans are viewed as 

dangerous to all, for reasons related to their association in the French mind with Islam.  

Sub-Saharan Africans are in an intermediate category, violent and savage, but less 

threatening than North Africans; perhaps because they are not as closely associated with 

Islam.  It is important to note that, although this chapter illustrates that these associations 

appear in late twentieth and twenty-first century news articles, it does not seek to either 

disprove stereotypes or trace their origins.2  The intention here is merely to identify these 

associations, in order to confront them. 

1 As this peculiar punctuation suggests, I am hesitant to demarcate even these conceptual categories.  
Chapter One will provide more detail on the reasons for this decision. 

2 See Rosello, Mireille. Declining the Stereotype: Ethnicity and Representation in French Cultures.
University Press of New England: Hanover, 1998.
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Chapter Two

Chapter Two compares the occupational education outcomes of each immigrant 

group, from the era of decolonization in the 1960s to the present.  I draw the data for this 

chapter from the French census.  This chapter illustrates the importance of 

acknowledging group differences, as there are dramatic distinctions in outcomes among 

the groups.  Occupational education is a good measure of socioeconomic status, and the 

analysis suggests the possible position that the average member of each group holds in 

the French community at large.  Because I am here comparing these groups to each other, 

this chapter conclusively demonstrates that not all immigrants have been equal in status.

Levels of average status, as measured by group occupational education, change 

for each group from one census year to the next.  This indicates that, while stereotypes 

may have remained more or less constant, the actual status inequality that individuals and 

groups experienced did not.  Although North Africans posed the most dramatic “group 

threat” compared to the other two immigrant groups, they did not consistently exhibit the 

lowest levels of socioeconomic status.  This demonstrates that level of prejudice does not 

have a 1:1 relationship with lived experience.  This does not mean that prejudice is 

irrelevant, but it indicates that there are limits to the influence that prejudice exerts.

3



Chapter Three

Chapter Three elaborates on this final point.  An examination of the high school-

educated, employed immigrant population reveals that the members of these three groups 

are highly disadvantage in terms of their risk of unemployment, or working part-time, as 

opposed to full-time, compared to the French population.  However, there are many other 

factors at play, beyond immigrant status, that contribute to differences in disadvantage.  

In fact, compared to French workers of the same age, immigrants  appear to be only 

slightly disadvantaged in their opportunities for employment, and sometimes they even 

appear to have an advantage.
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III. Literature Review

Crime and Immigrants

In terms of its use of evidence to reach an understanding of prejudice, exclusion, 

and opportunity, this project breaks no new ground.  First, the scholarly literature on the 

conceptual link between crime and minority groups is vast.  This link has been observed 

all over the Western world, in the United States, Canada, Germany, France, the Czech 

Republic, and Great Britain.  In the United States,  many studies have illustrated that 

blacks are more associated in the public mind with crime and danger compared to other 

groups, and there is a similar association in France between Arab North Africans and 

crime.3  In addition, they are the most likely group to appear in media reports of crime, 

disproportionate to their actual representation in arrest reports.  This excessive reportage 

leads to an increased impression that blacks are criminals, as well as higher levels of 

insecurity, the fear of victimization.4  Studies in Canada and Germany have found a 

similar pattern, with the most stigmatized groups appearing disproportionately as the 

perpetrators of crime in media reports.5

3 Bontrager, Stephanie, William Bales, and Ted Chiricos. “Race, Ethnicity, Threat and the Labeling of 
Convicted Felons.” Criminology. Vol. 43, No. 3, 2005.; Chiricos, Ted, Ranee McEntire, and Marc 
Gertz. “Perceived Racial and Ethnic Composition of Neighborhood and Perceived Risk of Crime.” 
Social Problems. Vol. 48, No. 3, 2001. pp. 322-340.; Chiricos, Ted, Michael Hogan, Marc Gertz. 
“Racial Composition of Neighborhood and Fear of Crime.” Criminology. Vol. 35, No. 1, 1997. pp. 107-
131.; Chiricos, Ted, Kelly Welch, Marc Gertz. “Racial Typification of Crime and Support for Punitive 
Measures.” Criminology. Vol. 42, No. 2, 2004. pp. 359-389.; de Maillard, Jacques and Sebastian Roché. 
“Crime and Justice in France: Time Trends, Policies and Political Debate.” European Journal of 
Criminology. Vol. 1, No. 1, 2004. pp. 111-151.

4 Chiricos, Ted, Kathy Padgett, and Marc Gertz. “Fear, TV News, and the Reality of Crime.” 
Criminology. Vol. 38, No. 3, 2000. pp. 755-786.; Chiricos, Ted, Sarah Echholz, Marc Gertz. “Crime, 
News and Fear of Crime: Towards an Identification of Audience Effects.” Social Problems. Vol. 44, 
No. 3, 1997. pp. 342-357.; Morris, N. “Crime, the Media and our Public Discource: Perspectives on 
Crime and Justice: 1996-1997.” Lecture Series. Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Justice, 1997. 

5 Pfeiffer, Christian, Michael Windzio and Matthias Kleimann. “Media Use and its Impacts on Crime 
Perception, Sentencing Attitudes and Crime Policy.” European Journal of Criminology. Vol. 2, No. 3, 
2005. pp. 259-285.; Roberts, J.V. And Stalans, L.J. “Crime, Criminal Justice, and Public Opinion.” M. 
Tonry, ed. The Handbook of Crime and Punishment. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1998. pp. 31-57.
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In Germany, there is reason to suspect that media reports associating crime with 

immigrants have led to an increase in harsher sentencing for convicted immigrants.6  In 

France, the American sociologist Devah Pager has shown that, in jurisdictions with 

denser populations of North Africans, judges are more likely to impose harsher 

restrictions on defendants.7  These links between media portrayal, perception, public 

opinion, and sentencing, suggests that we must take crime in the media seriously, in 

particular the tendency of French journalists to associate crime with immigrants.  

There is also a rich body of literature on the conceptual link between crime and 

immigrants in France.  Gérard Noiriel has demonstrated that, although there is much 

anxiety in contemporary scholarly and political literature about North Africans and crime, 

the same anxieties had been directed toward previous waves of immigrants for more than 

one hundred years.8  In addition, Clifford Rosenberg has shown that indigenous migrants 

from the colonies to France were subject to exceptional monitoring by the French police.9

Jennifer Boittin shows that this was the case for sub-Saharan Africans, who were largely 

considered to be a relatively “safe” minority, at least compared to Arab North Africans.10

Chapter One incorporates into its discussion of portrayals in twentieth and 

twenty-first century newspaper articles comparisons with the literature of the colonial era. 

The use of colonial literature as a key to understanding patterns of prejudice is far from 

new.  Copin, Ha, and Lombard have deeply investigated stereotypes about indigenous 
6 Pfeiffer
7 Pager, Devah. “The Republican Ideal? : National Minorities and the Criminal Justice System in 

Contemporary France.” Punishment and Society. Vol. 10, No. 4, 2008. pp. 375-400.
8 Noiriel, Gérard. The French Melting Pot: Immigration, Citizenship, and National Identity. Geoffroy de 

LaForcad, trans. Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 1996.
9 Rosenberg, Clifford. The Origins of Modern Immigration Control between the Wars.
10 Boittin, Jennifer Anne. Colonial Metropolis: The Urban Grounds of Anti-Imperialism and Feminism in 

Interwar Paris. Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 2010.; also: Boittin, Jennifer Anne. "Black in 
France:  The Language and Politics of Race in the Late Third Republic."  French Politics, Culture, and 
Society.  Vol. 27, no. 2.  Summer 2009.
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Indochinese peoples held by the French in the colonies, using the French fictional 

literature of Indochina.11  They revealed a pattern of colonial views of indigenous Asians 

as mostly feeble, effeminate creatures, in need of direction from civilized Europeans.  

Vann observes that in the colonies Europeans distinguished between different Asian 

groups.  For example in Indochina, Chinese financiers were seen as threatening to the 

colonial project.  However, these distinctions were elided in the Hexagon itself, which 

highlights the importance of studying colonial literature as a distinct phenomenon.12

Scholars have conducted similar analyses with the colonial literature of Algeria.  

The novels of Louis Bertrand, have received an extensive amount of attention from 

historians and other scholars.13  There is a wealth of scholarly literature on other writers 

as well, and this literature has identified a pattern of stereotypes about North African 

Arabs, in the same way that scholars of colonial Indochinese literature found patterns of 

prejudice.14  Arabs in the colonial era were portrayed in the literature as savage and 

11 Copin, Henri. L'Indochine dans la littérature française des années vingt à 1954: Exotisme et altérité.
Paris: L'Harmattan, 1996; Copin, Henri. L'Indochine des romans. Paris: Kailash, 2000.; Ha, Marie-
Paule. “Introduction.” Chivas-Baron, Clotilde. La Femme Française aux Colonies suivi de Contes et 
Légendes de l'Annam. Paris: L'Harmattan, 2009. pp. vii-xxvi.; Lombard, Denys. “The Littérature 
Exotique comme Miroir Nécessaire.” Rêver l'Asie: Exotisme et littérature coloniale aux Indes, en 
Indochine, et en Insulinde. Denys Lombard, Catherine Champion, and Henri Chambert-Loir, ed. Paris: 
Les Éditions de l'École des hautes études en sciences sociales, 1993. pp. 11-18.

12 Vann, Michael G. “The Good, the Bad, and the Ugly: Variations and Difference in French Racism in 
Colonial Indochine.” The Color of Liberty: Histories of Race in France. Sue Peabody and Tyler Stovall, 
ed. Durham: Duke University Press, 2003. pp. 187-205.

13 Cabeen, David Clark.  The African Novels of Louis Bertrand:  A Phase of the Renascense of National 
Energy in France. PhD diss, University of Pennsylvania, 1922.; Lorcin, Patricia M. E. "Rome and 
France in Africa: Recovering Colonial Algeria's Latin Past." French Historical Studies. Vol 25, No. 2, 
2002. pp. 295-329.; Lorcin, Patricia M.E. Imperial Identities: Stereotyping, Prejudice and Race in 
Colonial Algeria. New York: I.B. Tauris Publishers, 1995.;  Dine, Philip, "The French Colonial Myth of 
a Pan-Mediterranean Civilization." Transnational Spaces and Identities in the Francophone World.
Hafid Gafaiti, Patricia M.E. Lorcin, and David G. Troyansky, ed. The University of Nebraska Press, 
2009.; Talbayev, Edwige Tamalet, "Between Nostalgia and Desire: l'Ecole d'Algers' Transnational 
Identifications and the case for a Mediterranean Relation." International Journal of Francophone 
Studies vol 10 no. 3 2007. ; Dunwoodie, Peter. “Colonizing Space: Louis Bertrand's Algeria in 'Le sang 
des races' and 'Sur les routes du sud.” The Modern Language Review. Vol. 105, No. 4, 2010. pp. 998-
1014.

14 See, for example: Lorcin, Patricia M.E. “Sex, Gender, and Race in the Colonial Novels of Elissa Rhaïs 
and Lucienne Favre.” The Color of Liberty: Histories of Race in France. Sue Peabody and Tyler 
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ignorant, unworthy of the land on which they lived, land which was now the birthright of 

the culturally superior French.

The French fiction of colonial sub-Saharan Africa has been extensively reviewed 

as a vehicle for understanding race and racism in that time and place.  Alice Conklin 

studies Maran's Batouala, written by a French colonial administrator stationed in Africa.15

In addition, Macalister Cairns has compiled an exhaustive review of stereotypes about 

indigenous sub-Saharan Africans in colonial literature (including Batouala).16  These two 

are just a few of the scholars who conduct research on African colonial literature.17  The 

novels they study portray indigenous black Africans as sub-humans, violent and bestial, 

but easily cowed by colonial administrators.

Work and Immigrants

The link between employment and immigration is a close one.  For one thing, 

many immigrants came to France for the specific purpose of finding work.18  As Mary 

Dewhurst Lewis has shown, it was much harder for them to enter and remain in the 

country unless they were currently employed in France.19  As Elisa Camiscioli has 

Stovall, ed. Durham: Duke University Press, 2003. pp. 108-130.; Carroll, David. “Camus's Algeria: 
Birthrights, Colonial Injustice, and the Fiction of a French-Algerian People.” MLN. Vol . 112, No. 4, 
1997. pp. 517-549.; Apter, Emily. Ethnographic Travesties, Colonial Realism, French Feminism, and 
the Case of Elissa Rhaïs.” After Colonialism: Imperial Histories and Postcolonial Displacements.Gyan 
Prakesh, ed. Princeton: Princeton Univeristy Press, 1995.

15 Conklin, Alice L. “Who Speaks for Africa? The René Maran—Blaise Diagne Trial in 1920s Paris.” The 
Color of Liberty: Histories of Race in France. Sue Peabody and Tyler Stovall, ed. Durham: Duke 
University Press, 2003. pp. 302-337.

16 Cairns, Macaliester C. “The African Colonial Society in French Colonial Novels.” Cahiers d'Etudes 
Africaines. Vol. 9, Cahier 34, 1969. pp. 175-193.

17 See, for example: Sarvan, C.P. “French Colonialism in Africa: The Early Novels of Ferdinand Oyono.” 
World Literature Today. Vol 59, No. 3, 1985. pp. 333-337.; Gérard, Albert S. “1500 Years of Creative 
Writing in Black Africa.” Research in African Literatures, vol. 12, No. 2, 1981. pp. 147-161.

18 Hron, Madelaine. Translating Pain: Immigrant Suffering in Literature and Culture. Toronto: University 
of Toronto Press, 2009.

19 Lewis, Mary Dewhurst. The Boundaries of the Republic: Migrant Rights and the Limits of Universalism 
in France, 1918-1940. Stanford: Stanford University Press, 2007.
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illustrated, once they arrived in the Hexagon they were channeled into some jobs more 

than others, depending on their place of origin and their ethnicity.20  Scholarly literature 

in several industrialized Western nations has found a connection between work 

opportunities and immigrants.  

Many contemporary scholars use participation in the work force to measure 

whether immigrants have opportunities in their new country compared to the population 

of the host country at large.21  This is a meaningful measure, because full-time 

employment is much more likely than part-time employment to include health and 

retirement benefits, as well as job security.22  A variety of scholars, in both the United 

States and France, have found that socioeconomic status differs by immigrant status and 

gender.23  However, being an immigrant oneself is not the only way that immigration 

interacts with socioeconomic status.  According to prior literature, the second generation 

also suffers from a disadvantage in the work force, compared to the population of the host 

country.  Viprey, in France, and Zhou, in the United States, have both found that second-

generation immigrants have this disadvantage.24  At the same time, Caplan et. al. 

20 Camiscioli, Elisa. Reproducing the French Race: Immigration, Intimacy, and Embodiment in the Early 
Twentieth Century. Durham: Duke University Press, 2009.; see also Frader, Laura Levine. "From 
Muscles to Nerves: Gender, 'Race' and the Body at Work in France 1919-1939." International Review 
of Social History vol. 44, 1999. pp. 123-147.

21 Hein, Jeremy. "Refugees, Immigrants, and the State." Annual Review of Sociology. Issue 19, 1993. pp. 
43-59.; Haines, D.W. "Patterns of Southeast Asian Refugee Employment." Ethnic Groups. Issue 7, 
1987. pp. 39-59.  

22   Buddelmeyer, Hielke, Gilles Mourre, and Melanie Ward-Warmedinger.  "Part-Time Work in EU      
Countries:  Labour Martket Mobility, Entry, and Exit."  Working Paper Series of the European 

Central Bank. 2005.                                                                                                                                       
23 Haines, D.W. "Vietnamese Refugee Women in the U.S. Labor Force."  International Migration: The 

Female Experience. Simon, R.J. And C.B. Brettell, ed. Totowa: Rowman Allanheld, 1986. pp. 62-75.; 
Desbarats, J. "Ethnic Differences in Adaptation."  International Migration Review. Issue 20, 1986. pp. 
405-27.; Strand P.J., "Employment Predictors among Indochinese Refugees." International Migration 
Review. Issue 18, 1984. pp. 50-64.;  Strand, P.J. And W. Jones. Indochinese Refugees in America: 
Problems of Adaptation and Assimilation. Durham: Duke University Press, 1985.; Kibria, Nazli. 
"Power, Patriarchy, and Gender Conflict in the Vietnamese Immigrant Community." Gender and 
Society. Vol 4, No. 1, 1990. pp. 9-24.

24 Viprey, M. "La Non-Neutralite du Systeme d'Emploi a l'Egard des Enfants de Parents Migrants." Ville-
9



published the surprising finding that boat people from the former Indochinese colonies 

are more likely to find employment compared to other immigrants.  This was especially 

the case for Indochinese women, who were adept at leveraging their social networks to 

secure employment.25  A more recent study, by Patrick Simon, showed that North 

Africans in France were more likely than the members of other immigrant groups to be 

unemployed after completing their education.26  All these studies indicate the necessity of 

incorporating an understanding of employment to developing an argument about the 

opportunities available to immigrants and their children.

Ecole-Integration. 1998. vol. 13. pp. 98-115.; Zhou, M. "Progress, Decline, Stagnation? The New 
Second Generation Comes of Age." Strangers at the Gates:  New Immigrants in Urban America. R 
Waldinger, ed. Berkeley: University of California Press, 2001. pp. 272-307.

25 Caplan, N., J.K. Whitmore, and M.H. Choy. The Boat People and Achievement. Ann Arbor: University 
of Michigan Press, 1989.

26 Simon, Patrick. 2003.  "France and the Unknown Second Generation:  Preliminary Results on Social 
Mobility."  International Migration Review. Vol 37, Issue 4, 2003. pp. 1091-1119. 
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IV. Contributions of this Project

This project is not comprehensive in nature; nor is it intended to be.  Instead, it 

employs different sources, across different time periods, to reveal the temporal extent and 

the concrete limitations of prejudice.  There are surprising moments in these revelations, 

but, as I explain further in Chapter One, I have been open to surprise.  I have no stake in 

this subject beyond curiosity and a desire for understanding of the world; good or bad, 

optimistic or pessimistic, I accepted all findings and include them here.  I am writing a 

very different narrative from the one I expected to write when I began thinking about this 

project three years ago.  At that time, I thought only of North African male youth, 

possibly the most-monitored of all banlieue (slum) residents.  As I expanded this project 

to include other colonial and post-colonial populations, and to extend the time period to 

long before and shortly after the November 2005 riots, my conclusions, although more 

baffling, became less bleak.  What I found was no monolithic misery, but instead 

fluctuations in status for better or for worse, looking towards a future of opportunity on 

par with the rest of France.

This project distinguishes itself from previous work for two main reasons.  First, 

it compares the three largest post-colonial French populations.  These groups, as Chapter 

One will elaborate, have a lot in common with each other.  Nevertheless, most scholars 

focus on just one of these groups.27  Another common approach is to select two out of the 

three and compare them to each other, ignoring the third.28  Or, they might appear to think 

27 Gourévitch, Jean-Paul. La France Africaine: Islam, Intégration, Insécurité: Infos et Intox. Le Pré aux 
Clercs, Essai, 2000.; Gourévitch, Jean-Paul. L'Afrique, le fric, la France: L'aide, la dette, l'immigration,  
l'avenir: vérités et mensonges.  Le Pré aux Clercs, Essai, 1997., Le Huu Khoa. L'immigration 
confucéene en France: “On s'exile toujours avec ses ancêtres.” Paris: L'Harmattan, 1996.; Le Huu 
Khoa and Richard Pottier. Asiatiques en France: Les expériences d'intégration locale. Paris: 
L'Harmattan, 1995.; also Boittin's works cited above and Pager's work cited above

28 Hargreaves, Alec G., ed. Multi-ethnic France:  Immigration, Politics, Culture and Society. Newy York: 
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that all immigrants are North African Arabs, and use the terms “immigrant” and “Arab” 

almost interchangeably.29  Alternately, they might discuss both North and sub-Saharan 

Africans, but ignore the distinctions between these two groups, calling them either 

“Africans” or “Muslims.”30  The final approach is to discuss all three groups, but only in 

the larger context of all immigrants to France, including Europeans.31  This is not a 

flawed approach, but it does not allow the scholar to narrow in on the peculiar features of 

post-colonial immigrant populations.  This project achieves this focus.

Second, this project takes a multidisciplinary approach.  This in itself is nothing 

new; Noiriel, for example, wrote a sociological history of immigration in France; 

Hargreaves also has employed both qualitative and quantitative sources to illuminate the 

immigrant experience in France.32  My project employs both content analysis of news 

media and data analysis based on the French census.  This facilitates comprehension of 

both the significance of stereotypes and their limits.  

Scholars who study only patterns of prejudice would be under the impression that 

the situation for immigrants is very bleak.  This is especially the case if they note the 

potential for news-media reports to negatively impact public opinion and sentencing.  A 

scholar who only examined one group would not realize how mercurial patterns of 

employment—and crime reporting—could be.  If they read only the the final chapter of 

Routledge, 2007.; Gondola, Didier. “Transient Citizens: The Othering and Indigenization of Blacks and 
Beurs within the French Republic.” Frenchness and the African Diaspora: Identity and the African 
Diaspora in Contemporary France. Charles Tshimanga, Didier Gondola, and Peter J. Bloom, ed. 
Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 2009.

29  See, for example: Hargreaves Alec G., ed. Immigration in Post-War France: A Documentary 
Anthology. London: Methuen & Col. Ltd. 1987.; Caldwell, Christopher. Reflections on the Revolution 
in Europe: Immigration, Islam, and the West. New York: Doubleday, 2009. 

30 Schneider, Cathy Lisa. “Police Power and Race Riots in Paris.” Politics & Society. Vol. 36, 2008. pp. 
133-159.

31 Noiriel and Rosenberg cited above
32 Hargreaves 1987 
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my thesis, they might labor under the delusion that immigrants no longer need scholarly 

attention, that they are sufficiently well-off that they no longer need assistance.  

However, the second chapter, which reveals patterns in socioeconomic status over 

time, shows that patterns in employment rise and fall over time; it is possible that 

immigrants fare well right now because of an unusually beneficial work climate or an 

exceptionally efficacious government policy.  While this project demonstrates nothing 

substantively conclusive, it does demonstrate the necessity of both using multiple 

methods and a variety of source types and drawing relevant comparisons in order to 

develop an understanding of post-colonial immigration in France. 
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Chapter 1: Three Kinds of Savage:  French Newspaper

Accounts of Crimes Committed by Southeast Asians, North

Africans, and Sub-Saharan Africans

I. Introduction

The intention of this chapter is three-pronged.  First, it will reveal the differences 

in patterns of crime reporting in three major French newspapers:  Le Figaro, Le Parisien,

and Le Monde.33  Second, it will demonstrate that, in spite of all differences, all three 

papers promulgate the same ethnic stereotypes.  Then, it will show the differences in both 

the number and the heightened concern with culture and religion that is exhibited by the 

articles that discuss crime and North Africans compared to those which discuss crime and 

sub-Saharan Africans as well as crime and Asians.

I selected these three papers for several reasons.  First, they enjoy a relatively 

wide circulation.34 Le Monde in particular has a special status as France's newspaper of 

record.  Second, they share enough characteristics to make comparison possible.  They 

are all dailies, which means that they all produce the same number of issues in a given 

year.  These two factors facilitate ease of comparison.

33 Each newspaper has a different range of time for which data is available:  Le Monde has reliable data 
from 1990-2011; Le Figaro has reliable data from 1997-2011; and Le Parisien has reliable data from 
2006-2011.

34 These are not the print sources with the highest circulation, however.  That distinction goes to the free 
dailies available on public transportation, but the free dailies unfortunately are not digitized, and 
therefore more difficult to access. 
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Examining and comparing newspaper articles that connect crime and immigrants

The second prong of this chapter is an examination of the number of and 

difference in tone in articles that discuss crime and each post-colonial population.  As this 

chapter will demonstrate, the political leanings of the paper determine how the minority 

criminal or the minority victim is emphasized or described.  In the right-wing daily Le

Figaro, the perpetrators of crime receive the most focus.  The emotion these articles seem 

to try to elicit is anger. Le Parisien, on the other hand, which is a centrist publication, 

dramatizes the plight of victims.  They appeal to the sympathy of the reader.  Le Monde,

which is center-left, presents a more balanced view, albeit one that is still rife with 

prejudice.

The importance of media in the formation of perceptions of crime

Scholars in the social sciences in the United States, Canada, and Germany have 

observed the following trend, regardless of decreasing crime rates:  as the number of 

media portrayals of violent criminal acts increases, the public perception of crime 

correspondingly increases.  As perception of crime increases, public pressure on 

politicians and judges to dole out penalties and lengthen prison sentences increases and 

politicians and judges bow to public pressure.35

Furthermore, these longer prison stays have a deleterious effect on individual 

criminals and also on their communities:  the longer criminals stay in prison, the more 

disconnected they will feel from their families and communities.  The lack of community 

35 Pfeiffer, Christian, Michael Windzio and Matthias Kleimann. “Media Use and its Impacts on Crime 
Perception, Sentencing Attitudes and Crime Policy.” European Journal of Criminology. Vol. 2, No. 3, 
2005. pp. 259-285.
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and family ties has in turn been linked to increased recidivism.36  Therefore, ultimately, 

media portrayals of crime can theoretically lead to more crime.  In addition, as Benedict 

Anderson argues in Imagined Communities, it is crucial to consider the role of the media 

in the formation of national identity and collective consciousness.  Furthermore, it is 

reasonable to assume that this cycle, which has been observed in three different, Western, 

industrialized countries would appear in France as well.  Previous criminological and 

sociological research has demonstrated that many studies from the United States and 

various Western European countries can be successfully replicated in France, thanks to 

certain similar features at the national level.37

It is important to note that the intention of this research, both mine and that of 

previous scholars, is not to demonize the media.  Instead, we are attempting to situate the 

representations found in the media into cultural understandings of crime, perceptions of 

crime, and criminal policy.    None of the articles that I examine in the course of this 

chapter contain falsehoods or appear to attempt to mislead their readers, although there 

are many instances in which bigotry and stereotyping are clearly apparent.  I merely 

illustrate the associations that the media makes between certain types of crime and 

certain immigrant groups.

36 Ibid p. 282
37 See for example: Miller, Joel and Philip Gounev, András L. Pap, Dani Wagman, Anna Balogi, Tihomir 

Bezlov, Bori Simonovits, and Lili Vargha.  "Racism and Police Stops:  Adapting US and British 
Debates to Continental Europe." European Journal of Criminology.  April 2008, vol. 5, no. 2.  p. 161-
191. I do not mean to say, however, that Western nations are by any means interchangeable, for the 
reasons stated in:  Nelken, David. "Comparative Criminal Justice:  Beyond Ethnocentrism and 
Relativism."  European Journal of Criminology.  July 2009. vol. 6, no. 4. p. 291-311.
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The Benefits of Comparison

The words "Asian," "sub-Saharan African" and "North African" each contain 

dozens of definitions and identities.  Because I am confining this chapter to a study of the 

reports of crimes committed by immigrants from France's former colonies, I define 

"Asian" as an immigrant from, or a descendant of an immigrant from the regions that 

comprised Indochina.38  Le's research has found that there is a wide variety of ways in 

which groups from former Indochina differentiate themselves from other groups.  

Laotians, Cambodians and Vietnamese distinguish themselves based on language, which 

is an intuitive difference.  Less intuitive is the distinction based on era of arrival.  

Immigrants from former Indochina who emigrated prior to 1975 were middle-class 

intellectuals, literally a class apart from the boat-people who arrived in the early 1980s, 

who were much more likely to be refugees from war and tyrannical communist regimes.39

It is important for the reader to remember that this is a study of perceptions of these 

groups, and not a representation of the groups themselves.  As I will elaborate later, the 

French do not adequately distinguish among these groups.

The word "sub-Saharan African" is just as loaded with various meanings.  In this 

chapter, I use it to refer to immigrants and the descendants of immigrants from sub-

Saharan Africa.  I am exclusively interested in portrayals of the post-colonial, and so I do 

not include here articles on crimes committed by migrants from Oversees Territories.  

Sub-Saharan Africans self-identify in various ways:  they distinguish themselves by tribe, 

language, region of origin, or nation.   Time of arrival matters as well.  Some came as 
38 "Chinese" will appear in this definition as well.  There is no need to categorically exclude the Chinese 

because there were many Chinese people living in and traveling through Indochina during the colonial 
period, and thus played a role in the colonial experience.

39 Le Huu Khoa.  Asiatiques en France:  les expériences d'intégration locale.  Paris:  L'Harmattan, 1995. 
p. 11
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early as the end of World War I, when colonial troops were demobilized and chose not to 

return to their place of origin.  They were later joined by middle-class students, doctors, 

and lawyers.  The experience of their descendants is vastly different from that of the 

slum-dwelling African youth of the late-twentieth and early twenty-first century, many of 

whom came to France as refugees.

The final post-colonial immigrant group that I study here is North Africans.  Like 

the other two terms used in this chapter, it elides various personal identifications and 

meanings.  It does not, for example, distinguish between Arabs and the Kabyle people, 

two culturally dissimilar groups who were treated and viewed differently by French 

administrators and policy-makers during the occupation of Algeria.40  In recent years, 

however, these distinctions are increasingly ignored, sometimes to the distress of 

Kabyles, who previously enjoyed preferential treatment compared to Algerian Arabs.  As 

it is used in this chapter, "North African" refers to Moroccans, Tunisians, and Algerians 

(including both Arabs and Kabyles) only. 

In spite of differences among these three broad groups—North Africans, sub-

Saharan Africans, and Asians—, there are similarities as well.  There are currently many 

African and Asian immigrants, many of whom are in France illegally, living in abject 

poverty in banlieues, or slums.  In addition, all three groups have a high birth rate, 

resulting in an unusually high number of unemployed male youth.  In the case of Asian 

immigrant youth, a number of young men, some of them as young as twelve, came to 

France alone, because their families only had enough money to relocate one person and 

40 Camiscioli, Elisa. Reproducing the French Race:  Immigration, Intimacy, and Embodiment in the Early  
Twentieth Century. Durham: Duke University Press, 2009. Lorcin, Patricia M.E. Imperial Identities:  
Stereotyping, Prejudice, and Race in Colonial Algeria.  London: I.B. Taurus, 2005.
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the eldest male child was often selected to go.  These young men live in France without 

their parents and with very tenuous ties to family and community.41

Typically, unemployed, impoverished male youth with limited family ties would 

be associated with higher crime rates, at least in the public imagination.42  However, the 

popular press in France does not view Asians as an exceptional threat to public safety.

Even in the rightist, anti-immigration Le Figaro, Asians are almost completely ignored in 

terms of crime, and the criminal focus is on North Africans and blacks.  This difference is 

visible in the following graph:

This graph shows that the ratio of articles connecting crime with Asians to those 

connecting crime with North Africans and sub-Saharan Africans is fairly constant across 

41 Le p. 31
42 These factors are also associated with higher crime rates according to Robert K. Merton's anomie theory 

(which takes its inspiration from Durkheim's Suicide), which links lack of community ties with higher 
crime rates.
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all three newspapers.  Articles linking crime and Asians hover between 8% and 15% of 

the total combined articles.  In spite of all similarities among the communities of people 

who fall into these general categories, and in spite also of the fact that the crimes they 

commit are viewed through the same lens of cultural prejudice, crimes committed by 

each of the African immigrant groups receive much more space on the newspage 

compared to Asians.  This is significant because it indicates that, to newspaper editors, 

this is what the public wants to read—that it will be interesting or even sensational.  The 

percentage of Le Figaro articles devoted to crime and North Africans compared to the 

other two immigrant groups is equal to twice the percentage for Le Parisien and close to 

twice the percentage for Le Monde.  Le Parisien and Le Monde are more likely to discuss 

crime and Blacks compared to crime and North Africans.  The reader should keep in 

mind that this is a study not of crime itself but of the portrayal of crime.  With the 

exception of the October-November 2005 riots, I found no news story repeated from one 

paper to the next.

1. Source Characteristics

The three sources I use in Chapter One are Le Monde, Le Parisien, and Le Figaro.

I selected these papers for two reasons.  First, they represent a range of political views.  

Le Monde is leftist, Le Parisien is centrist, and Le Figaro is rightist.43  Second, all three 

of these papers enjoy a wide circulation.  Le Figaro is the oldest and best-selling of 

French daily newspapers, with an average circulation of 317,000 in 2010.  Le Monde, the 

French newspaper of record, had an average daily circulation of 286,000 in 2010.  Le

43 "World Newspapers and Magazines." http://www.worldpress.org/newspapers/EUROPE/France.cfm. 
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Parisien, along with its sister paper Aujourd'hui en France, has an average circulation of 

477,000 in 2009.  I selected Le Parisien in lieu of Liberation as a representative centrist 

newspaper because Liberation only recently and gradually moved towards the political 

center from the left.  In addition, Liberation is currently financially struggling, and had an 

average daily circulation of only 113,000 copies in 2010.44

2. Method of Article Selection

I found all the articles for this content analysis from the news search feature 

available through Lexis Nexis.  I ran three searches:  first, for articles discussing North 

Africans and crime, second, for Sub-Saharan Africans and crime, and finally, Asians and 

crime.  Below, I present graphs  that demonstrate the proportions of each type of article 

for each paper.  I use these to examine change over time, and I also compare the relative 

number of articles.  I do not emphasize the actual numbers; the comparison itself is more 

important.  There are several reasons for this.  First, the intention of this entire thesis is to 

compare these three groups.  Second, more practically, the numbers may not be precise.  

The search algorithm on Lexis Nexis is imperfect.  Some articles appeared more than 

once.  Others, which I had found in previous search efforts, did not appear in more recent  

search.  I still think that these data are useful, because the probability that an article will 

appear twice or not at all is equal for all groups.  

The tables that follow contain the numbers for each type of article, for each 

journal, and for each year.

44 “French Media:  The Daily Newspapers in France.” http://about-france.com/french-newspapers.htm.
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Table 1. Number of articles for each group
Newspaper Total

Group Le Monde Le Figaro Le Parisien
North Africans 1342 2154 63 3559

Sub-Saharan Africans 1851 619 72 2542
Asians 576 72 19 812
Total 3769 2990 154 6913

It is important to note that I gathered data for each year that each paper had 

available data.  For Le Monde, there is data available from 1990 to 2011; for Le Figaro,

1997 to 2011; for Le Parisien, 2007 to 2011.  For this reason, I do not compare absolute 

numbers among these papers, but instead I compare percentages.
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Table 2. Number of articles for each group in Le Monde, by year
Group Total

Year North Africans Blacks Asians
1990 15 21 9 45
1991 16 24 11 51
1992 22 22 21 65
1993 29 60 26 115
1994 34 83 20 137
1995 89 100 27 216
1996 67 101 25 193
1997 116 114 45 275
1998 119 160 73 352
1999 101 113 56 270
2000 108 70 48 226
2001 218 140 49 407
2002 97 110 27 234
2003 69 135 16 220
2004 42 129 18 189
2005 41 64 18 123
2006 36 99 16 151
2007 36 72 17 125
2008 22 56 18 96
2009 19 52 6 77
2010 20 67 15 102
2011 26 59 15 100
Total 1342 1851 576 3769
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Table 3. Number of articles for each group in Le Figaro, by year
Group Total

Year North Africans Sub-Saharan Africans Asians
1997 38 27 8 73
1998 32 28 12 72
1999 22 20 10 52
2000 28 19 8 55
2001 64 37 20 121
2002 32 25 10 67
2003 41 63 15 119
2004 26 42 5 73
2005 1733 59 20 1812
2006 54 120 36 210
2007 37 44 27 108
2008 16 39 13 68
2009 10 31 9 50
2010 11 30 10 51
2011 10 35 14 59
Total 2154 619 217 2990
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Table 4. Number of articles for each group in Le Parisien, by year
Group Total

Year North Africans Sub-Saharan Africans Asians
2007 10 11 3 24
2008 11 12 9 32
2009 8 5 1 14
2010 21 28 0 49
2011 13 16 6 35
Total 63 72 19 154

3. Logic of Selection

For the numerical data presented above, I include all cases found in the database.  

For the content analysis, however, I selected only a few articles out of many.  I did not 

cherry-pick choice articles, but there was a method of selection.  First, where possible 

and applicable, I kept a distance of at least three pages of search results between each 

article, because the results are arranged chronologically and this process ensures a certain 

amount of temporal diversity.  It safeguards against the possibility that the trends I 

observe are merely a momentary, fleeting phenomenon.  Second, I made an effort to 

include as many different journalists' work as possible, in order to ensure that the trends 

observed were not solely the product of one writer's fevered imagination, or at least his 

personal biases.

Third, I did not include for the content analysis those articles in which the group 

under discussion was not clearly identified.  For example, a search for “Asian” and 

“crime” might produce an article about a crime, but does not mention anything about 

Asia or Asians.  It is possible that this article appeared in the search results because of a 
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flaw in the original coding scheme by Lexis-Nexis, or, it is possible that the coder knew 

more about the case, and was aware that one of the people involved was an Asian.  

Because it is not possible to review all several thousand articles to make sure that they 

contain the requisite ethnic identifiers, I do not discard these cases from the numerical 

analysis; there is an equal probability that articles discussing any of the three groups 

under examination will be improperly coded or labeled, and, as I mentioned above, the 

relative percentages of articles is more important than the absolute number of articles.

To construct the content analysis, I read through each article and took note of 

patterns in reporting, either within papers or within each immigrant group.  I came to this 

project with no particular expectations or preconceived notions.  Because I am interested 

both in change over time, from the heyday of colonialism to the present, and yet open to 

the possibility of stagnation of views, I do not feel that I hoped to find anything particular 

in the data.  I was, in fact, surprised by some of my findings, but the content analyses are 

firmly rooted in the text of the articles themselves, and in the actual language of the 

authors.
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II. Articles linking "Crime" and "Asians"

Previous research has demonstrated the link between crime and Asians in the 

French imperial imagination.  Michael Vann explains that, in French Indochina, 

administrators tried unsuccessfully to control Chinese organized crime.  Frustrated in 

their vain attempts, "the imperial gaze racialized organized crime and branded all Chinese 

as potential criminals."45  In the colonies, adminsistrators distinguished (and in some 

cases solidified the distinctions) between Vietnamese, Chinese, and Japanese, although 

individual Europeans sometimes had difficulty distinguishing these groups.46  However, 

in France, these categories held less salience.  Dana Hale demonstrates that, between 

1886 and 1940, product trademarks that included an Asian-like figure generally 

"portrayed people from the Far East as members of a single 'race' with Chinese or 

Japanese cultural traits."47

This tendency to ignore distinctions between Far Eastern ethnic groups has led to 

a subsequent trend:  the stereotypes associated with the Chinese are now associated with 

members of other Asian ethnic communities as well.  As the following articles will 

demonstrate, the perceived connection between the Chinese and organized crime has 

spread to all Asians.  Elisa Camiscioli has also documented the assumption in interwar 

France that colonial men, including Asian men, abuse or otherwise disrespect women.48

45 Vann, Michael.  "The Good, the Bad, and the Ugly:  Variation and Difference in French Racism in 
Colonial Indochine." The Color of Liberty:  Histories of Race in France.  Sue Peabody and Tyler 
Stovall, ed. p. 187-205. p. 195.

46 Ibid. p. 197.  Vann describes a situation in which a European man manhandled a Japanese dignitary 
while under the mistaken impression that he was Vietnamese (the Japanese were accorded a special and 
more respected status than other Asian groups)

47 Hale, Dana S.  "French Images of Race on Product Trademarks during the Third Republic."  The Color 
of Liberty:  Histories of Race in France.  Sue Peabody and Tyler Stovall, ed. p. 131-146. p. 141.  Hale 
does note, however, that this was not a universal tendency, and that some trademarks distinguished 
between several different Asian groups.

48 Camiscioli, Elisa.  "Intermarriage, Independent Nationality, and the Individual Rights of French 
Women:  The Law of 10 August 1927."  Race in France:  Interdisciplinary Perspectives on the Politics  
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This section will show that this stereotype persists as well.

Portrayals in Le Figaro

As the following graph suggests, coverage in Le Figaro of crimes committed by 

Asians is neither increasing nor declining, but instead appears to follow a roller-coaster 

pattern.

There were relatively few Le Figaro articles that contained the words "crime" and 

"Asian."  The two articles reviewed here represent typical ethnic stereotypes.  The first 

was an  article about organized crime in general.  This article opened with the declaration 

that "The fight against the Triads and other gangs that roam France no longer plays out 

only at gunpoint..."49  The Triads are the most famous, powerful, and feared of all Asian 

gangs.  The second article described the difficulties tracing hackers who worked remotely 

of Difference.  Herrick Chapman and Laura L. Frader, ed., 1999. Pp. 54-76. pp. 65-66.
49 Cornevin, Christophe. "Des policiers stratèges contre les mafias; le service de renseignement sur la 

criminalité organisées recense 250 000 noms d'individus ou sociétés suspects."  Le Figaro. 12 March 
2011.
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from China to infiltrate computers in other countries.50

Asian hackers fit into an ethnically specific stereotype:  although hacking is by no 

means a victimless crime, it is nonviolent.  It can be carried out in relative stealth and 

with minimal physical activity, making it one of the most passive crimes that it is 

possible to commit.  It is not a dangerous crime that would inspire readers to hold their 

bags tighter on public transportation or avoid certain neighborhoods.  Although foreign 

hacking has repercussions for France and French people, it happens in a distant place and 

is relatively—for a crime—non-threatening to the average citizen.  Another important 

feature of these articles to note is that they both focus on identifying and catching 

criminals and do not discuss the victims of the crimes.

The image of the hacker combines two common tropes in colonial literature about 

Asians: passivity and piracy.  Nguyen The Anh identifies an association between the 

Tonkinese—from a region in present-day Vietnam—and piracy in the literature of 

colonial Vietnam.  Nguyen finds this in a variety of novels, from Boissiere's Fumeurs 

d'Opium, written in 1896, to Pujarniscle's Le Bonze et le Pirate, written in 1931.51  It was 

a sufficiently widespread stereotype from the colonial era that Lombard et. al. consider it 

to be a "cliché de la conquête" [cliché of the conquest].  Building on Vann's point that, in 

the Hexagon, the same distinctions that were made among different Asian groups in the 

colonies are elided in the popular imagination, it is easy to see how piracy, once 

associated specifically with the Tonkinese, could become associated with the members of 

50 Amedeo, Fabrice.  "La difficile chasse aux pirates de Bercy; Des sources proches de l'enquête évoquent 
une piste asiatique qui ne pourrait être qu'un piège tendu par les hackers."  Le Figaro 9 March 2011.

51 Nguyen The Anh, "L’image de la piraterie tonkinoise dans la littérature coloniale."  Exotisme et 
littérature coloniale: Rêve aux Indes, en Indochine, L'asie et en Insulinde. Denys Lombard, Catherine 
Champion and Henri Chambert-Loir, eds. Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales: Paris, 1993. 
pp. 179-193.
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other Asian ethnic groups.

The association between Asians and passivity appeared in literature from the days 

of colonialism as well.  Ha's review of the novels of André Malraux shows that Asians in 

the novels of the early twentieth century were associated with "a passive quietism that 

contrasts with the Europeans' urge for action, power, and domination."52

According to Ha's research, this "quietism" is tied to a variety of Asian ethnicities, 

including the Chinese and Cambodians.

Portrayals in Le Parisien

Le Parisien is a very different newspaper from Le Figaro. Le Parisien's 

journalists tend to focus more on the victim than on the criminal or the police.  

In spite of these differences, Le Parisien shares some features of Le Figaro.  Like 

52 Ha, Marie-Paule. "The Cultural Other in Malraux's Asian Novels." The French Review, vol. 71, No. 1, 
1997. pp. 33-43.
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Le Figaro, Le Parisien conveys common stereotypes.   The stereotype about violence 

against women appears in a 2007 article, "Poissy; les tortionnaires chinois aux assises" 

[Poissy; The Chinese Torturers before the Assizes].   The five "Chinese torturers" ranged 

in age from 20 to 34.  They raided a Chinese restaurant in July 2005, stole everything 

they could carry, tied up the restaurant owners, and raped, over the course of two hours, 

the teenage daughters of the restaurant owners.  The description of these men as 

"torturers" is significant here.  This appears to be a crime of opportunity:  the men came 

to the restaurant with the intention of robbing it, and, having bound the parents, 

discovered the vulnerability of the girls.  "Torturers" implies that they were trained 

specialists and suggests a criminal, sinister network.  There is, in fact, no information 

presented in the article that indicates that this was anything other than a random act of 

violence by a small group of bored young men, acting on their own whim.  Notably, they 

are the "Chinese torturers;" their ethnicity clearly has bearing on the characterization of 

the crime.

However, the focus of the article is not on the perpetrators. The author employs 

specific language to direct the attention of the reader towards the victims.  The "malfrats" 

appear only in sequence.  The crime is described in this way:  At 6 pm, the five men 

entered the restaurant and attacked and bound the restaurant owners.  Then, "they took 

the young girls."  Next, one of the men attempted to strangle one of the restaurant 

owners.  Finally, they walked out of the restaurant with stolen goods.  The villains are 

important only so far as they happen to the victims, who are the real focus of the article.  

The victims, after their "Calvary", are "traumatized" and hospitalized along with their 

parents.  The doctor of the restaurant owners insisted that they take a full forty-five days 

31



of rest to recover from the trauma.53

According to Eric Hayot, the association between the Chinese and torture has its 

roots in a stereotype more than one hundred years old.  It has appeared in many forms of 

media, beyond fiction:  "The stereotype has been reinforced over the years in a wide 

variety of genres and figures, including illustrated guides to Chinese executions, 

sociological accounts of 'Chinese characteristics,' Harry Houdini's performances of his 

'Chinese Water Torture' box, cartoonish villains like Ming the Merciless or the notorious 

Doctor Fu Manchu, and exposés of the laogai prison system in the People's Republic of 

China, to give only a partial accounting."54  This oft-repeated stereotype results in the 

present-day association between Chinese immigrants in France and torture.  As Hayot 

explains, this stereotype's "mythology presents us with evidence for the generalized 

perception of a difference in cultural relationships to sympathy and suffering, the 

representation of an abyss above which civilization and barbarism sway in a precarious 

balance."55

Like Le Figaro, Le Parisien links Asians to participation in organized crime.  A 

good example of this is an article with the broad headline:  "Blanchiment:  Enquête 

financière dans la communauté asiatique" [Money Laundering: Financial Inquest in the 

Asian Community].  The Asian community is not defined, suggesting a web of 

intelligence that could stretch across all possible communities with this designation.  The 

only person apprehended, Richard C., is Vietnamese.  The crimes of which the nameless 

"bande" [gang] is suspected include:  money laundering by an organized gang; tax 

53 Sellami, Stéphane.  "Poissy:  les tortionnaires chinois aux assises."  Le Parisien.  12 November 2007.
54 Hayot, Eric. The Hypothetical Mandarin: Sympathy, Modernity, and Chinese Pain. Oxford University 

Press: New York, 2009. p. 16
55 Ibid
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evasion; hidden work (paying workers "under the table", either because they are 

immigrants who do not have a work permit or are in the country illegally or to facilitate 

their tax evasion); and breaking immigration laws by facilitating illegal immigration.  

This is an international organization that deposited up to 140,000 euros a day to China.

As there is no obvious victim on whom to focus for this article, the reason for 

including it is to demonstrate that, even in a centrist newspaper, stereotypes are clearly 

apparent, as shown by the title.  Presented with evidence that a Vietnamese man sent a lot 

of money to China, and also that he had accomplices, the author generalized these actions 

to the "Asian community".56  Furthermore, Asians are assumed to participate in organized 

gang crime, when in fact they have been accused merely of white collar crime.  

The article "Arnaque aux fausses actions; Des millieurs des petits porteurs 

escroqués" [Scam of selling false shares: Millions of small shareholders defrauded] 

reports on a massive scam of investors in the company ATI Petroleum.  ATI, headed by 

CEO Dr. Huu Duc Dinh, has been revealed as a shell company.  According to ATI's 

website, its ostensible purpose is to prospect for petroleum, but it does not even do that.  

The company's accountants completely falsified their assets.  This is a clear case of 

white-collar crime, in which only eleven people have been implicated, but the author of 

this article characterizes the organizers of this fraud as a gang.

It is interesting to note that, although the victims of investment in a fake company 

are a faceless crowd, the author draws attention to their plight by inserting them into the 

title.  "Porteurs", are the subject of this article; its intention is to describe how they were 

tricked.  Although the body of the article explains the intricacies of this complicated 

56 Fleury, Elisabeth.  "Blanchiment:  Enquête financière dans la communauté asiatique."  Le Parisien.
January 21, 2009. 

33



crime, it concludes with the sentence:  "One of the assumptions used by the investigators 

was that the crooks bought themselves 83,000 shares at a few cents each...and then sold 

them for three or four euros to small shareholders who were unaware until yesterday that 

the sales were fictional, and therefore worthless."  Thus, the article is brought around full-

circle to the subject of the victims.

These articles all depict Asians engaging in stereotypical behavior.  In addition, 

they focus on the victims of crimes, in contrast with Le Figaro.  This provokes a 

sympathetic response from readers and evokes a sense of drama.  This daily's wide 

circulation is understandable:  readers can anticipate a good story.  Also, unlike Le

Figaro, the bigotry of the authors is at most subliminal (the bigotry of the journalists of 

Le Figaro will become more apparent in the next sections on portrayals of crimes 

committed by Africans).  For instance, one of the articles reviewed above assumed that 

white-collar crime committed by a company headed by a Vietnamese man was a 

manifestation of organized gang crime.

Portrayals in Le Monde

Le Monde is unlike either of these papers.  It is much more leftist, and the views 

of its writers are not as obvious from the articles themselves.  It exhibits a different trend 

in crime reporting on Asians compared to the other two papers.  The number rose from 

1990 to 1999, but it declined from 1999 to 2009, although there is a small increase from 

2009 to 2010.  The number of articles per year has mostly declined steadily since its peak 

in 1998.  This common downward trend is notable, because it suggests that, to the editors 

of all these newspapers with very different political inclinations, crime in the Asian 
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community is increasingly less interesting.  However, the similarities among these three 

sources should not eclipse their differences.  The fact that this graph is so very different 

from Figures 2 and 3 suggests that these numbers are not based on the actual crime rate, 

but instead on editorial decisions.

The content of Le Monde lacks the high drama of Le Parisien and the rancor of 

Le Figaro, yet Asians who engage in stereotypical behaviors are still present in its crime 

reporting.  One of these is illegal immigration.  The 1996 article "Les filières asiatiques 

qui fournissent en main-d'oeuvre illégale des ateliers clandestins" [Asian pathways to 

acquiring  manpower in illegal sweatshops] is a prime example of this.  The author, 

Roland Paringaux, blandly presents a string of dates and figures:  The gang that smuggled 

illegal immigrants into European countries was disbanded on October 8, 1996; they 

charged Chinese immigrants 100 00057 francs and Turkish immigrants 20 000 francs; 

57 It is possible that this figure is a typographical error, since all the other values are in the five-digit range.
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twenty-three people have been arrested so far.  The author, in a calm rejection of anti-

immigrant rhetoric, remarks that "Everything indicates that illegal immigrants are victims 

rather than criminals."58

Another article emphasizes even further the victimhood of illegal immigrants.  In 

1991, Monique Raux reported on a case in which a garment factory in Toul operated as a 

sweatshop.  Laotian refugees who entered France illegally were required to work up to 

seventeen hours per day for only 200 francs per month.  The article does not dwell on 

their suffering, as a Le Parisien article might, but instead discusses the legal procedures 

that took place once the case reached the courts.  It contains no emotionally charged 

words whatsoever, with the exception of the judge's rhetorical question, "Who does this 

crime profit?"59

Illegal immigration is associated with both Asians and Africans in the French 

mind, as an article from June 2004 demostrates: "A Lille, 460 sans-papiers grévistes de la 

faim; ont gain de cause après trois jours de négociations Soirée de liesse après l'annonce 

de l'« examen bienveillant » dont bénéficieront les dossiers au rythme de 80 par trimestre 

et de la « régularisation immédiate » de 60 d'entre eux" [In Lille, 460 undocumented 

hunger strikers have succeeded after three days of negotiations in an evening of jubilation 

after the announcement of the "sympathetic consideration" of their cases at the rate of 

eighty per quarter and the immediate regularization of sixty of them].  This article tells 

the story of more than four hundred illegal immigrants from Southeast Asia, North 

Africa, and sub-Saharan Africa who went on a hunger strike for more than five weeks.  

58 Paringaux, Roland Pierre.  "Les filières asiatiques qui fournissent en main-d'oeuvre illégale des ateliers 
clandestins."  Le Monde.  October 31, 1996.

59 Raux, Monique.  "L'instruction d'une affaire d'atelier clandestin Le dossier introuvable"  Le Monde.  27 
November 1991.
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Their joint interest, securing rights and legal status for themselves and their fellow 

immigrants were strong enough to cause them to, at least temporarily, overcome their 

differences and protest for the same cause.  

Typical for a Le Monde article, the writing is detached.  The author, Dufour, 

presents the facts of the case as though he were writing a textbook or a cookbook:  The 

place, time, and actors (protestors and policy-makers) are dispassionately described.  The 

only exceptions to this rule are a description of the protest site as "overcrowded and in 

appalling condition" and a description of the protestors' positions as "radical."  The 

journalist appears to have made an effort to present a balanced view of the situation; 

unlike the journalists in Le Parisien and Le Figaro, it seems that he attempts to evoke 

neither hate nor pity.60

At the same time, this article does invoke stereotypes about Asians and Africans.  

They are in France illegally, and have now banded together to ask concessions for the 

position in which they now find themselves.  While this article is not manipulative, it 

paints an image of a squalid and desperate group of criminals.  When combining this 

description with that of their "radical" positions, the potential for violence is evident.  

Thus, while neither overtly sensational nor racist, this article deploys common tropes 

about Asians and Africans:  participation in criminal networks and the potential for 

violent behavior.

Although all of these articles suggest assumptions about Asian cultures and 

communities, one component of culture that is conspicuous by its absence is religion.  

60 Dufour, Jean-Paul.  "A Lille, 460 sans-papiers grévistes de la faim; ont gain de cause après trois jours 
de négociations Soirée de liesse après l'annonce de l'« examen bienveillant » dont bénéficieron t les 
dossiers au rythme de 80 par trimestre et de la « régularisa tion immédiate » de 60 d'entre eux."  Le 
Monde. June 19, 2004.
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The religious practices of all of the Asian subjects in these articles, victims and 

perpetrators alike, appear to be irrelevant to the story of their crime or victimhood.  It 

would presumably not be be sensational or interesting to report that, hypothetically, Dr. 

Huu Duc Dinh was a Buddhist, or that he may have lived in predominently Buddhist 

community.  As the following section will show, all three newspapers discussed here 

consider it relevant and even significant that African criminals practice Islam or live in 

communities where Islam is practiced.
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III. Articles Linking Crime and North Africans

In North Africa, colonial administrators distinguished, and even reified, religious 

differences among Christians, Jews, and Muslims.  In Algeria, citizenship became 

accessible for Christians and Jews long before it became accessible for Muslims, on the 

basis of a conviction (generally) shared by French decision-makers that Islam was 

incompatible with Frenchness.61  The belief in this incompatibility is so fervent today that 

policy-makers still refer to it.  In April 2011, a new French law came into effect that 

banned the wearing of the niqab.  According to a BBC article that reported on the  law, 

"The French government says the face-covering veil undermines the basic standards 

required for living in a shared society and also relegates its wearers to an inferior status 

incompatible with French notions of equality.  The ban on face coverings...does not 

explicitly mention Islamic veils, but exempts various other forms."62  The pretext of the 

law is that it is not Islam which is contrary to French citizenship, but instead the covering 

of the woman's face.  

However, the fact that the ban exempts non-Islamic face coverings renders 

transparent the true target of the law.  Women who are "caught" wearing a niqab by the 

police are fined 150 euros and required to attend a French citizenship course.

Furthermore, family members who are found guilty of "forcing" women to wear the 

niqab face a two-year prison sentence.63  The imposition of a citizenship course illustrates 

61 Gosnell, Jonathan K.  The Politics of Frenchness in Colonial Algeria 1930-1954.  Rochester:  
University of Rochester Press, 2002. p. 132. Gosnell also describes the reactions of Muslims in the 
press to the difficulty of obtaining French citizenship.  For a further explanation of the French state's 
attitude toward Algerian Muslims, see Shepard, Todd.  The Invention of Decolonization:  The Algerian 
War and the Remaking of France.  Ithaca:  Cornell University Press, 2006.

62 "Women in Face Veils Detained as France Enforces Ban."  http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe
April 11, 2011.

63 Ibid
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the prevailing notion that Islam is somehow anti-French, that those who are Muslim 

cannot simultaneously be fully French citizens.  As for the prison sentence, this illustrates 

the stereotype of violence against and control of women that has long been associated 

with both Asians and Africans.64

As the following articles will illustrate, North Africans are associated with the 

same types of crime as are Asians, yet they are viewed as more dangerous than Asians on 

the basis of their perceived association with Islam.  This demonstrates that it is not 

merely immigration and not merely crime at play in the construction of these stereotypes, 

but also the specific fear and distrust of Islam.

Portrayals in Le Figaro

In Le Figaro, The year with the highest number of articles linking crime and 

North Africans was 2005, which witnessed three weeks of rioting in African immigrant 

communities.  The main difference between articles linking crime and North Africans in 

Le Figaro from the articles that link crime and Asians is the hostility of the writers' 

prejudice.  A 2008 article demonstrates extreme bigotry beginning with the headline:  

"400 islamistes font du prosélytisme en prison;  TERRORISME Un rapport de 

l'administration pénitentiaire alerte sur le risque de contagion du fondamentalisme 

musulman en milieu carcéral" [400 Islamists proselytize in prison; TERRORISM: A 

report from the Prison Administration warns of the risk of the contagion of Muslim 

fundamentalism in prisons].  Because the title is misleading, it is important to clarify:  

this article is in no way about terrorism, but instead about the fear that Islam will prove 

64 Camiscioli, p. 65.
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"contagious" in prison to convicts who are looking for support and comfort.  The article 

cites a "magistrate" who worries that "if we put the radical elements in the same place 

[within the prison or prison system] they will conspire together.  And if we disperse 

them, they will contaminate the other prisoners."  

This association of disease with Islam does not mean that the Penitentiary 

Administration wants Muslim prisoners to self-segregate.  The administration released a 

list of twenty-three ways to identify someone as a fundamentalist.  The list includes 

refusing to walk with other (presumably  non-Muslim) prisoners and insisting on taking 

their meals with other Muslims.  Merely choosing to select their own company in the 

cafeteria, and selecting the wrong company in the eyes of the prison system, can earn 

them the label of "fundamentalist", whereas before they might just have been viewed as 

mainstream Muslims.
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The administration does not want Muslims to associate with and infect other 

prisoners, yet by avoiding other prisoners, they become persons of suspicion.  They are 

guilty and untrustworthy regardless of what they do.  This article is mostly quoting 

others' words and concerns, yet the views of the authors remain clear:  they support 

measures to combat and repress Islam.  They do not challenge the assumptions that their 

sources make.  In the final paragraph, they describe Islam as a "dark and bellicose cult," a 

phrase which seems intended to inspire apprehension in the reader.65  The authors share a 

fear of Islam with their sources, and in turn spread this fear to their readers.

Even though this article limits its discussion of the ethnic origins of its subjects, it 

does mention that some of them owe or feel an allegiance to an Algerian Islamic group.  

Also, Algerians are generally Muslim.  Thus, those Muslim prisoners who inspire so 

much alarm in the Penitentiary Administration are likely Algerians.  This link between 

Algerians, qua Muslims, and terrorism fits well into a common stereotype, including 

terrorism as a form of organized crime.  

The association of North Africans with organized crime appears again in the 

March 2007 article "Grenoble renoue avec la guerre des gangs" [Grenoble revives gang 

warfare].  After three deaths the previous month in the Grenoble neighborhood, the police 

are investigating gang activity. The author remarks that the authorities fear a "blood bath 

is coming."  The gangs in question are composed mostly of Algerian youth, and the 

majority of their activity appears to be marijuana trafficking.  According to the police 

commandant, these drug runners can make 40,000 euros in one day.  In addition, the 

65 Leclerc, Jean-Marc and Christophe Cornevin.  "400 islamistes font du prosélytisme en prison;  
TERRORISME Un rapport de l'administration pénitentiaire alerte sur le risque de contagion du 
fondamentalisme musulman en milieu carcéral."  Le Figaro. 23 September 2008.
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author reports that Grenoble has witnessed a rise in armed robberies, threats and 

blackmail, and carrying illegal weapons.  Somehow, the author seems to connect these 

disparate crimes to gang activity.  Finally, the author concludes with "the police are 

trying to prevent more carnage."66  In addition to the pattern of association of Algerians 

with gangs and further with a variety of crimes and violent acts, this article demonstrates 

another feature of crime reporting in Le Figaro:  the police are presented as the heroes in 

a grand struggle against crime, protecting the French people from dangerous criminals.

Portrayals in Le Parisien

The trend exhibited by Le Parisien bears almost no resemblance to that of Le 

Figaro:

Unlike Le Figaro, and similar to its own portrayal of crimes in the Asian 

community, Le Parisien focuses on the victims of crime and who is affected by the crime 

66 Leclerc, Jean-Marc.  "Grenoble renoue avec la guerre des gangs."   Le Figaro.  9 March 2007.
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when reporting on criminal activity in the North African community.  The 2008 article 

"AVILLY-SAINT-LEONARD.; Mystère autour du cadavre découvert en forêt" [Avilly-

Saint-Leonard: Mystery surrounds the cadaver discovered in the forest] reports on a 

crime scene in a public area in which a woman was found dead and partially burned.  The 

victim was handcuffed, a situation which the author describes as "ignoble."  

The crime was described as an "honor killing," apparently because the victim was 

Arab, and therefore Muslim, according to the author, who does not cite a source for this 

assumption.  Her hypothesis is that the young woman was a prostitute, and that she was 

killed in a public place as a warning to other prostitutes.  The author admits that this is 

"just a theory."67

Here are two significant stereotypes about the North African Arab community:  

violence against women, which can be observed also in novels from colonial Algeria,68

and participation in organized crime, manifested as prostitution.  It is unclear in this 

article, because the author is not clear herself, where the theories of the police leave off 

and her own theories begin.  Either way, it seems intuitive enough to her that she does not 

feel the need to probe the assumption that an Arab woman, found dead, was killed by 

another Arab.  The author ignores myriad and even obvious alternatives such as, 

assuming that she was a prostitute, she could have been killed by a john of any ethnicity.  

In addition, this article exhibits the typical Le Parisien focus on the effect of the 

crime on everyone besides the aggressor.  Once the author finishes speculating on the 

motives, she moves on to describing the victim's community and the people who frequent 

67 Revenu, Nathalie.  "AVILLY-SAINT-LEONARD.; Mystère autour du cadavre découvert en forêt"  Le
Parisien. 21 April 2008.

68 See, for example: Bertrand, Louis. Le sang des races. Paris: Librairie Ollendorff, 1920.
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the park, who are horrified by the fact that a crime occurred in a favorite recreational 

area.  Instead of quoting a law enforcement officer, as a Le Figaro journalist might, she 

instead quotes frightened parents who comfort their children when they learn about the 

murder.  Despite these differences, Le Parisien's journalists share with Le Figaro a 

tendency to associate danger with Arabs and Islam:  it is dangerous both to be Arab and 

to associate with Arabs.

Portrayals in Le Monde

Le Monde shares neither the condescending pity of Le Parisien nor the fear of Le

Figaro.  This does not mean that it is exempt from a tendency towards stereotyping.  As 

Figure 7 shows, the number of articles linking crime to North Africans peaked in 2001.  It 

is possible that the 2001 al-Qaeda attacks on the United States stimulated anti-Muslim 

sentiment in this paper.

In the article, "A Epernay, la dérive d'une bande de jeunes en rupture sociale" [In 

45

1990
1991

1992
1993

1994
1995

1996
1997

1998
1999

2000
2001

2002
2003

2004
2005

2006
2007

2008
2009

2010
2011

0
0.02
0.04
0.06
0.08
0.1

0.12
0.14
0.16
0.18

Figure 7. Articles linking crime and North Africans in "Le Monde"

Year

P
er

ce
nt

 o
f a

rti
cl

es
 re

pr
es

en
te

d 
in

 e
ac

h 
ye

ar



Epernay, a gang of youths adrift in social rupture].  This article reports an outbreak of 

violence committed by ten to fifteen mostly North African youth—all male, ages fifteen 

to twenty-five—in March 2010.  The young men attacked a group of police officers, 

throwing stones and pieces of concrete.  One of the policemen they assaulted was so 

badly injured that he was placed in a medically-induced coma.  In addition, the young 

men set seven cars on fire.

From all appearances, this attack was random and spontaneous, but that does not 

prevent Bronner, the author, from characterizing the perpetrators as a "gang of youth," 

despite the fact that there is no proof that they even knew each other, much less planned 

the attack.  Bronner quotes Mayor Frank Leroy as attributing such violent actions to a 

combination of absentee fathers, urban poverty and unemployment, and gangsta rap's 

"ghetto...songs of resistance," all of which are associated—at least for Bronner—with 

North African immigrant communities.  Leroy thus indirectly attributes their violence to 

their North African culture, and Bronner, who does not critique or analyze this position, 

appears to accept it.  However, Bronner cites Leroy, and argues independently as well, 

that this situation is not the young men's fault, and that they are living in a criminogenic 

environment.  Once again, true to form, a Le Monde journalist urges the reader to accept 

the position that the criminals are victims, too.69

69 Bronner, Luc.  "A Epernay, la dérive d'une bande de jeunes en rupture sociale."  Le Monde.  20 March 
2010.
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IV. Articles Linking Crime and Blacks

In general, sub-Saharan Africans, whether in the French colonies or in the 

Hexagon, seem to have enjoyed higher esteem from the French than their Northern 

brethren experienced, but this difference had its limits.  One of the most important 

reasons for distinguishing between the regions was that the Arabs of North Africa 

violently rebelled against colonial rule, and sub-Saharan Africans did not.70  Sub-Saharan 

Africans were less "threatening" to the French.71

When sub-Saharan Africans began migrating to France in large numbers at the 

end of the twentieth century as a result of political instability in their home countries, 

they were no longer elevated above North Africans.  Schneider argues that, for many 

French people, the distinctions between Blacks (sub-Saharan Africans) and North 

Africans have become negligible.  She cites Eros Sana as explaining:  "The French liked 

to claim they loved us [Blacks]...Unlike Algerians [we] didn't rebel against colonial rule.  

It was only when we began to demand our rights here in France that they began to use the 

most despicable language to describe us."72  In addition, as mentioned in the introduction 

to this chapter, immigrants from sub-Saharan Africa are increasingly turning to Islam in 

the slums of France.  As they acted in ways that the French associated with Algerians, the 

conceptual boundaries between North and sub-Saharan Africans was increasingly elided 

in the press.

70 However, Jennifer Boittin demonstrates that sub-Saharan Africans who participated in anti-imperial 
associations during the interwar years were considered sufficiently dangerous that government 
operatives spied on them.  Boittin, Jennifer Anne.  "Black in France:  The Language and Politics of 
Race in the Late Third Republic."  French Politics, Culture, and Society.  Vol. 27, no. 2.  Summer 
2009.

71 Schneider, Cathy Lisa. "Police Power and Race Riots in Paris." Politics & Society 36, no. 1 (March 
2008): 133-159. p. 142

72 Cited in Schneider, p. 142
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Portrayals in Le Figaro

The number of articles on crime and blacks in Le Figaro has fluctuated 

dramatically in the years under investigation.  A possible explanation for the relatively 

high number of articles in 2006 is that, after the November 2005 riots, the editorial board 

had an interest in deviant or violent activity among African groups, but this interest faded 

fast.  

Like the articles for crime and Asians in Le Figaro, the number generally rises 

from 1997 to 2006, and then declines from 2006 to 2009, and rises again slightly by 

2011.  This figure is very different from the one for crime and North Africans in Le

Figaro, but that one appears to be very skewed in 2005.

Le Figaro has reported on so many sensational tales of Africans committing 

crimes that it is only too easy to produce examples.  One case from October 1997 stands 

out:  "Devant la cour d'assises; Les deux meurtriers demandent pardon."  In the course of 

a robbery, two thieves from Cameroon murdered a cashier, crushing her larynx with an 
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iron bar.  Also, one of the murderers mutilated the victim's eyes with scissors.  The 

author, du Tanney, characterizes this last, bizarre action as "the act of torture and 

barbarism", and attributes it—citing the Advocate General-- to an African legend that a 

dead man's eyes retain the image of his murderer.73

According to this article, the Court rejected the charges of "torture and 

barbarism."  Although du Tanney does not explain why this is, it is likely that the victim's 

eyes were mutilated post-mortem, causing her no pain.  Strikingly, du Tanney does not 

discuss this detail, leaving the reader who does not think too carefully to assume that 

these two "barbaric" blacks tortured a woman to death.  In fact, the victim died very 

painfully, but du Tanney exaggerates her fate with repeated use of the phrase "torture and 

barbarism" and his insinuation that her eyes might have been mutilated while she was 

still alive, in deference to an "obnoxious" African ritual.

More recently, in August 2010, fifty members of a black community attacked 

several police officers.  One of the officers was attacked with a hammer—the assailant 

aimed for his head and so the officer covered his head with his hands—that broke his 

finger.  One of the officers was female, and she was subjected to sexist insults.  In 

addition, the attackers threw rocks at the officers.74

The author, Leclerc, is inconsistent in his characterization of this attack.  At one 

point, he suggests that it had been orchestrated--"as if a trap had been prepared"--but at 

the same time, he repeatedly characterizes the attackers as "drunk" and out of control.  

They are simultaneously, for him, participating in organized crime—conspiring to 

73 du Tanney, Philippe. "Devant la cour d'assises; Les deux meurtriers demandent pardon." Le Figaro. 16 
October 1997.

74 Leclerc, Jean-Marc. "Policiers agresses aux Tarterets : quatre interpellations; Les suspects auraient 
attaque les forces de l'ordre a coups de marteau jeudi." Le Figaro. August 2010.
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commit assault—while being drunk past the point of rational decision-making.  They are, 

to Leclerc, both sly and barbaric, an example of Le Figaro's low opinion of blacks.

Portrayals in Le Parisien

As Figure 9 shows, the number of articles linking crime and sub-Saharan 

Africans in Le Parisien follows a trend similar to the one for Arabs in Le Parisien:

decreases from 2007 to 2009, rises in 2010, then decreases again in 2011.  It differs, 

however, from the trend for crime and Asians in Le Parisien, which increases from 2007 

to 2008, decreases until 2010, then rises again in 2011.  It also differs from the trend for 

sub-Saharan Africans in Le Figaro, which decreased from 2007 to 2009, plateaued from 

2009 to 2010, and then rose again in 2011.  

An article from January 2008 reports on two African parents accused of having 

their four daughters circumcised.  The author reports that Linda Weil-Curiel, an attorney 
50
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from the Committee for the Abolition of Sexual Mutilation (CAMS), has made this case 

her "battle cry."  Weil-Curiel wants the parents to be charged with "torture and barbarity 

of a minor under fifteen years of age, which is punishable by imprisonment of thirty 

years."  The author mentions in passing that one of the daughters was present and was 

upset that her parents would be charged with such a serious crime.  This suggests, 

although the author does not examine it further, that Weil-Curiel acts not on behalf of the 

victims but instead on behalf of civilization, an imagined French civilization opposed to 

an imagined African "barbarity."  

Perhaps because of the one daughter who appeared to reject the role of "victim", 

this Le Parisien article bucks the Le Parisien trend of focusing on the victim.  Instead, 

Weil-Curiel is the heroine and the focus of this article.  The author gives her the final 

word:  "Often, after these court hearings, mothers and daughters can finally meet and 

talk."75  Although she wants the parents tried for a serious crime, she is doing it for their 

own good.  She is helping them, with the help of the mechanisms of the French state and 

the justice system, to repair their broken relationships with their daughters, whom they 

have unwittingly abused.  These violent parents are not evil, merely ignorant and need to 

be shown the error of their ways.  

The assumption underlying this article is that hundreds of years of culture can be 

undone by a judicial procedure.  According to the World Health Organization, there are at 

least ten possible reasons why parents would have their daughters circumcised, none of 

which involve an intent to torture.76   It is far more likely that the parents do this because 

75 Corcier, Marjorie.  "Bagnolet; Les parents des fillettes excisées jugés aux assises."  Le Parisien.  
January 17, 2008.

76 "Female Genital Mutilation." http://www.who.int/mediacentre/factsheets/fs241/en/  World Health 
Organization 2011.
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they see it as a necessary step in the course of sexual maturity, or because they think that 

it will make it easier for their daughters to find husbands, or simply because it is so 

widely practiced in their society that it does not occur to them to question it.

This tale, like other Le Parisien tales, is dramatic, but it has the potential to be 

heart-warming as well.  It leaves the reader with a sense of hope, that bringing the 

perpetrators of "barbarity" to justice will heal their own emotional rifts with their 

children.  The fundamental assumption, of course, is that there is an emotional rift 

between the mother and her children.  There is no evidence that this is the case.  

However, the familiar narrative of the triumph of European civilization over African 

barbarity—a narrative in which it appears that Corcier firmly believes—does not allow 

for such nuances.  It does, however, echo familiar ideas from works of fiction written 

during the colonial era about sub-Saharan Africans.  Notable among these is Tintin au 

Congo, an episode of a series of comic books by a Belgian writer that was widely read in 

1930s France.  At multiple points in the story, Tintin, the European hero prevents 

Congolese villagers from wreaking havoc and violence on each other, providing 

common-sense solutions to their conflicts.77  Corcier paints Weil-Curiel as a Tintin-like 

figure, wise and patronizing, seeking to protect Africans from the deficiencies of their 

own culture.

Portrayals in Le Monde

The number of articles in Le Monde that discuss crime and sub-Saharan Africans 

fluctuates.  It plateaus from 1990 to 1992, rises from 1992 to 1998, decreases from 1998 

77 Hergé. Les aventures de Tintin: Tintin au Congo. French & European Pubns, 1931.
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to 2000, rises in 2001, then slightly decreases from 2010 to 2011.  This is similar, but not 

identical, to the trend for crime and Asians in Le Monde, which rises from 1990 to 1998, 

decreases from 1998 to 2009, and rises from 2009 to 2011.  The trend for North Africans 

in Le Monde, however, rises from 1990 to 2001, then decreases from 2001 to 2011.  The 

trend for crime and blacks in Le Monde also deviates from crime and sub-Saharan 

Africans in Le Parisien, which increases from 2007 to 2008, decreases from 2008 to 

2009, rises from 2009 to 2010, and then decreases from 2010 to 2011.  It is also different 

from crime and sub-Saharan Africans in Le Figaro, which rises from 1997 to 2006, then 

decreases from 2006 to 2009, plateaus until 2010, and then rises again in 2011.

Le Monde rejects melodrama even when presented with a prime opportunity.  

During the wave of riots by North and sub-Saharan African immigrants and sympathizers 

that rocked major French urban areas in 2005, three journalists worked together to 

compose an explanation for and analysis of the riots.  Although the riots were a response 

to specific and immediate catalysts, including certain violent police acts and the response 
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of the government to those acts, these authors argue that the roots of the riots went back 

further and had more mundane  origins.  The authors explain that aid to the poorest slums 

was cut in the 2005 budget.  As a result of increased desperation, more youth in the slums 

turned to fundamentalist Islamic organizations that provided them with aid.  The authors 

blame the unrest in part on these organizations.78

 Whatever these journalists may say, many scholars maintain that it was mutual 

distrust between law enforcement officials and  African—both North and sub-Saharan—

youth that led to the tragedy that sparked the 2005 riots.  A couple of police officers saw 

a group of young African boys and approached them.  The boys—who were guilty of 

nothing, but feared the police—jumped over the wall into a power transformer to escape.  

Two of them died.  Minister of the Interior Nicolas Sarkozy supported the police in a 

public statement, and that was the straw that broke the camel's back.79  Rioters torched 

nine thousand cars and wounded 125 police officers.  

There are elements of stereotyping and prejudice in this article.  The authors 

assume that violent crime is somehow intrinsically linked to Islam.  However, they 

reposition the blame, minimizing the judgment cast upon the rioters.  The rioters, once 

their aid from the government was cut, had no choice but to turn to fundamental Islam.  

As with portrayals of illegal Asian immigration, Le Monde suggests that the criminals are 

simultaneously victims themselves.  By providing increased aid, the state can prevent 

them from joining Islamic organizations.  This suggests that there is nothing to fear, 

78 Bissuel, Bertrand, Michel Delberghe and Béatrice Jérome.  "Les maires de banlieue s'exaspèrent de la 
réduction de leurs aides; Avant que le plan de rénovation urbaine engagé par le gouvernement n'entre en 
oeuvre, la plupart des moyens alloués aux quartiers difficiles ont été réduits drastiquement : suppression 
des emplois-jeunes, diminution du nombre de policiers, baisse des subventions aux associations."  Le
Monde.  6 November 2005.

79  Schneider, p. 136
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because the solution is obvious and feasible.
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V. Conclusion

All three newspapers report on crimes in minority communities in ways that 

associate the crime with their minority status.  Asians, North Africans, and sub-Saharan 

Africans are all associated with organized crime and violence against women.  However, 

the different papers express these stereotypes in different ways.  The leftist Le Parisien

focuses on the victim, inspiring pity, while the rightest Le Figaro turns its attention 

towards the aggressor, inspiring anger.  Le Monde, perhaps because it is centrist and 

perhaps also because it has a reputation to maintain as France's newspaper of record, 

minimizes melodrama and appears to make a greater effort to dispassionately report the 

facts.  However, the authors' biases manifest themselves clearly.

It is important to be aware of these stereotypes in the media, if only so that one 

may become sensitized to them.  Newspapers in the late-twentieth and twenty-first 

century have had to compete with the visual stimulation of television.  This has required 

them to attempt to appeal to their readership more than ever before.  It is a common 

axiom among journalists and editors that "crime sells."

At the same time, consumers of newsmedia who perceive a high crime rate put 

pressure on politicians and judges to decrease leniency and increase sentences, 

particularly in the case of criminals who are members of  dangerous, "unassimilable" 

groups.  They are more likely to go to prison.  If the Le Figaro article on conversions to 

Islam in prison can be believed, they are also more likely to convert to violent and 

subversive Islamic organizations.  In addition, according to the labeling theory of crime 

developed in the United States in the 1960s, these disproportionate sentencings will lead 

them to increasingly self-identify as criminals, to continue to associate with criminals, 
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and to continue to participate in criminal activity.80  In addition, minority communities 

are aware of this judicial discrimination, which leads, as Catherine Schneider argues, to a 

disenchantment with the justice system and with law enforcement among African 

immigrants.    

If the rate of crime reporting had any firm basis in reality, then the graphs in this 

chapter should show similar patterns, rising and falling at approximately the same time.  

The fact that it is otherwise affirms that editors and journalists deliberately select these 

topics, especially crimes and dangerous behavior linked to Africans, because this is still a 

sensational, lucrative topic.

  The profits that the dailies make off of selling these stories come at a high price.  

They reify existing stereotypes, leading to mutual distrust among ethnic communities.  

Following Pfeiffer's analysis, they likely influenced the vote for hard-line politicians like 

Sarkozy or Marine Le Pen.  The price is high for French culture, but is is highest for the 

youth of African descent who are subject to suspicion from the police and authorities, and 

even police brutality.81  This unfortunate state of affairs is made possible by the public's 

perception, garnered from the media, that North—and increasingly sub-Saharan—

Africans, who are now conceptually linked with Islam, are an anti-French force that must 

be stopped before they wreak more havoc on French culture and society.  In the words of 

Achille Mbembe, a Cameroonian philospoher and political scientist,

As soon as the banlieue is defined as a place inhabited not by full-fledged moral 

subjects but by an undifferentiated mass that can be summarily discredited (as 

little savages, scum, hooligans, delinquents, gangstas running the parallel 

80 There is little empirical support for this, however.  See Kubrin, Charis E., Thomas D. Stucky, and 
Marvin D. Krohn.  Researching Theories of Crime and Deviance.  Oxford Unversity Press:  New York, 
2009.  p. 213.

81 Schneider, p. 138
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economy)--as soon as it is constructed as the domestic front of a new planetary 

war (cultural, religious, and military all at once), where the very identity of the 

Republic is being played out—there is a great temptation to want to apply 

colonial [brutal] methods...to the most vulnerable categories of French society.82

As this chapter demonstrates, the connection Mbembe draws between the colonies 

and stereotypes about immigrants in France is an apt one.  The views expressed by 

journalists that were reviewed in this chapter have their origins in the violent 

colonizations of the nineteenth and twentieth centuries.  In fact, the very types that 

Mbembe mentioned appear both in the articles on crime and in the fictional literature of 

the days of colonialism.

82 Mbembe, Achille.  "The Republic and its Beast:  On the Riots in the French Banlieues."  Jane Marie 
Todd, trans.  Frenchness and the African Diaspora:  Identity and Uprising in Contemporary France.
Tshimanga, Charles, Didier Gondola, and Peter J. Bloom, ed. Indiana University Press:  Indianapolis, 
2009. p. 47-54. p. 53
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Chapter 2:  Opportunity and Inequality in the Post-Colonial

Hexagon

I. Introduction

In this chapter, I examine the relative economic opportunities available to North 

Africans, sub-Saharan Africans, and Southeast Asians in France.  I use the French census 

to investigate the average occupational education status of each group in order to 

determine whether opportunities increased, decreased, or remained static as more 

immigrants from former colonies arrived in France.  This chapter demonstrates the 

connection between opportunity and immigrant status, and argues that it is essential to 

consider facts on the ground in order to fully grasp the effect of abstract perceptions, such 

as those found in contemporary newspaper accounts.

Immigrants and Work

For a variety of reasons, work has long been closely tied to immigration in 

France.  Noiriel shows that this was the case not only for twentieth century post-colonial 

immigrants, but also for nineteenth century European immigrants.83  As both Noiriel and 

Camiscioli illustrate, different immigrant groups were associated with different job skills; 

not all immigrants were equally desirable for all employers.84  "Work scientists" in 

twentieth-century France distinguished between the "white workforce" on one hand and 

the "colonial and Chinese workforce" on the other.  They made further distinctions within 

83 Noiriel, Gerard. The French Melting Pot: Immigration, Citizenship, and National Identity. Geoffroy de 
Laforcad, trans. University of Minnesota Press: Minneapolis, 1996. 

84 Ibid., also Camiscioli, Elisa. 2009.  Reproducing the French Race:  Immigration, Intimacy, and 
Embodiment in the Early Twentieth Century.  Durham:  Duke University Press, 2009.
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that latter workforce:  the Indochinese were characterized as dexterous but physically 

weak, best suited to work that was normally done by women, such as work in powder 

factories, while North African workers were supposedly stronger and more suited to work 

in munitions factories85.  In general, European immigrant workers were considered more 

valuable than non-Europeans.86

Despite the fact that their labor was less valued compared to Europeans, non-

Europeans, like all immigrants to France, were welcome during times of labor shortage, 

such as the 1920s.  In addition, the ability to work was crucial to the self-identity of 

North African immigrant men.87  However, unlike Europeans, non-Europeans were 

discouraged from remaining in France to intermarry with French women.  Despite an 

official rhetoric that declared the North African colonies to be fully French, North 

Africans were frequently "deported" from the Hexagon throughout the first half of the 

twentieth century.88  Ultimately, non-European immigrants were never fully accepted as 

part of the French nation, and were widely believed to be unassimilable.89

85 Camiscioli 2009, 64; Frader, Laura Levine. "From Muscles to Nerves: Gender, 'Race' and the Body at 
Work in France 1919-1939." International Review of Social History vol. 44, 1999. pp. 123-147.

86 Camiscioli 2009, 68-69.
87 Hron, Madelaine. Translating Pain: Immigrant Suffering in Literature and Culture.University of 

Toronto Press: Buffalo, 2009.
88 Lewis, Mary Dewhurst. The Boundaries of the Republic: Migrant Rights and the Limits of Universalism 

in France, 1918-1940. Stanford University Press: Stanford, 2007.
89 Boittin, Jennifer Anne. Colonial Metropolis: The Urban Grounds of Anti-Imperialism and Feminish in 

Interwar Paris. University of Nebraska Press: 2010.
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Occupational Education as a Measure of Opportunity and Inequality

In this chapter I investigate how the employment opportunities of post-colonial 

immigrants changed from the post-colonial moment onwards.  Occupational education, a 

relatively unknown measure of socioeconomic status, has been shown to be one of the 

best available proxies for economic and social inequality.90  It is calculated by ranking 

occupations according to the percent of people in that occupation who have achieved a 

certain level of education.  Here, I rank occupations according to the percent of 

individuals who fill that occupation who have more than a high school education.  For the 

analysis I conduct here, I calculate occupational education separately for each census 

sample, because I use multiple years of census data.  Occupations are categorized 

differently for each census year.  For this reason, I first present each census year 

individually below, and then I compare them near the end of this chapter.

Methodology

1. Method of analysis

For the reasons outlined by Hauser and Warren, I recode an occupational 

education variable from the education and occisco variables in the harmonized French 

censuses (1962 to 2006) available through IPUMS-International.  It must be understood 

that the occisco variable (a notation of the occupation held by the respondent) is 

harmonized from an occupation variable in the French census.  The harmonized occisco 

variable is preferable for this analysis because it has the same number of response 

categories (10) for each census year, which leads to consistency and facility of 

90 Hauser, Robert M. and John Robert Warren. "Socioeconomic Indexes for Occupations: A Review, 
Update, and Critique." Sociological Methodology. Vol 27, Issue 1, 1997. 177-298.
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comparison across years.  I dropped respondents with the following responses to the 

occisco variable:  “other occupation, unspecified...”, “Response suppressed”, “Unknown” 

or “Not in Universe” (unemployed).  

To obtain the occupational education variable, I first recoded the French “highest 

diploma received” variable (an ordered categorical variable) into a dichotomous variable: 

“High school or less” or “More than high school.”  Second, I analyzed the data to 

determine, for each census year, the percentage of the practitioners of each occupation 

that had been educated beyond high school.  To obtain these findings, I analyzed the 

entire sample; it is not restricted to the immigrant groups under consideration.  

Finally, I created six categories for each census year, collapsing categories which 

are close to each other in terms of percent highly-educated.  It was necessary to repeat 

this process anew for each census year, because the requirements for entry to professions 

and trades alter over time, and so it seemed unwise to use averages obtained across all 

census years.  In Chapter Three, I compare the likelihood that each group belongs to each 

of these six categories.  

2. Sample characteristics

In the sections that follow, I provide details about the sample sizes and densities 

for each census year.  In this section, I will present tables with, for each year, the percent 

of individuals who fall into each immigrant group, as well as the “original” occupation 

data and the recoded occupation data for each immigrant group. This analysis focuses 

exclusively on those whose current nationality is non-French. Therefore, it excludes 
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immigrants who have naturalized.91 Also excluded, because they may not be captured by 

the French Census, are undocumented immigrants.

1962

Table 1. Population distribution, percent in each immigrant group 1962

Immigrant Freq. Percent Cum %

Sub-Saharan African 7,360 3.24 3.24

Asian 216,000 95.41 98.65

North African 3,060 1.35 100.00

Total 226,920 100.00

Table 2. Occisco categories for each group in 1962
Ethnic Group Total

Occisco category North African Sub-Saharan African Asian
Legislators, senior officials, 

and managers
120

(39.21%)
[6.90%]

360
(0.00%)
[20.69%]

1,260
(0.00%)
[72.41%]

1,740
[100.00%]

Professionals 780
(25.49%)
[29.77%]

620
(0.00%)
[23.66%]

1,220
(0.00%)
[46.56%]

2,620
[100.00%]

Technicians and associate 
professionals

600
(19.61%)
[16.04%]

620
(0.01%)
[16.58%]

2,520
(1.16%)
[67.38%]

3,740
[100.00%]

Clerks 160
(5.23%)
[3.85%]

380
(0.02%)
[9.13%]

3,620
(1.67%)
[87.02%]

4,160
[100.00%]

Service workers and shop 
and market sales

360
(11.76%)
[2.81%]

540
(0.06%)
[3.93%]

12,820
(5.92%)
[93.44%]

13,720
[100.00%]

Skilled agricultural and 
fishery workers

20
(0.01%)
[8.33%]

40
(0.00%)
[1.33%]

240
(0.11%)
[80.00%]

300
[100.00%]

Crafts and related trades 
workers

80
(2.61%)
[5.06%]

120
(0.01%)
[7.59%]

1,380
(0.64%)
[87.34%]

1,580
[100.00%]

Plant and machine operators 
and assemblers

900
(29.41%)
[0.48%]

3,420
(46.47%)
[1.83%]

186,280
(86.04%)
[97.73%]

190,600
[100.00%]

Elementary occupations 20
(0.01%)
[0.69%]

120
(1.63%)
[3.97%]

2,880
(1.33%)
[95.36%]

3,020
[100.00%]

Armed forces 20
(0.01%)

1,140
(15.49%)
[20.95%]

4,280
(1.98%)
[78.68%]

5,440
[100.00%]

Total 3,.060
(100.00%)

7,360
(100.00%)

216,500
(100.00%)

226,920
[100.00%]

91 In this section, and in all sections that follow, I use weighted samples.
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Numbers in parentheses are percent of members of each ethnic group who fall into each 
occisco category.
Numbers in brackets are percent of members of each occisco category who fall into each 
ethnic group.

Table 3. Occupational education rank for each group in 1962
Group Total

Occupational education 
rank (Lowest to  

Highest)

North 
African

Sub-Saharan 
African

Asian

1 900
(29.41%)
[0.47%]

3,420
(46.47%)
[1.79%]

186,280
(86.04%)
[97.73%}

190,600
[100.00%]

2 280
(9.15%)
[3.09%]

660
(8.97%)
[7.28%]

8,120
(3.75%)
[89.62%

9,060
[100.00%]

3 380
(12.42%)
[1.98%]

1,680
(22.83%)
[8.77%]

17,100
(22.83%)
[89.23%]

19,160
[100.00%]

4 600
(19.61%)
[16.04%]

620
(8.42%)
[16.58%]

2,520
(1.16%)
[67.38%]

3,740
[100.00%]

5 120
(3.92%)
[6.90%]

360
(4.89%)
[20.69%]

1,260
(0.58%)
[72.41%]

1,740
[100.00%]

6 780
(25.49%)
[29.77%]

620
(8.42%)
[20.69%]

1,220
(0.56%)
[46.56%]

2,620
[100.00%]

Total 3,060
(100.00%)

7,360
(100.00%)

216,500
(100.00%)

226,920
[100.00%]

Numbers in parentheses are percent of members of each ethnic group who fall into each 
occupational education category.
Numbers in brackets are percent of members of each occupational education category 
who fall into each ethnic group.

64



1968

Table 4. Population distribution, percent in each immigrant group, 1968

Immigrant Freq. Percent Cum %

Sub-Saharan African 16,980 4.99 4.99

Asian 319,280 93.76 98.74

North African 4,280 1.26 100.00

Total 340,540 100.00

Table 5. Occisco categories for each group in 1968
Group Total

Occisco category North African Sub-Saharan African Asian
Legislators, senior officials, 

and managers
200

(4.67%)
[12.66%]

360
(2.12%)
[22.78%]

1,020
(3.19%)
[64.56%]

1580
[100.00%]

Professionals 1,060
(24.77%)
[27.32%]

1,000
(5.89%)
[25.77%]

1,820
(0.57%)
[46.91%]

3,880
[100.00%]

Technicians and associate 
professionals

840
(19.63%)
[14.68%]

980
(5.77%)
[17.13%]

3,900
(1.22%)
[68.18%]

5,720
[100.00%]

Clerks 400
(9.34%)
[4.50%]

1,080
(6.36%)
[12.16%]

7,400
(2.32%)
[83.33%]

8,880
[100.00%]

Service workers and shop 
and market sales

500
(11.68%)
[2.47%]

2,060
(12.13%)
[9.04%]

20,220
(6.33%)
[83.33%]

22,780
[100.00%]

Skilled agricultural and 
fishery workers

40
(0.93%)
[18.18%]

0
(0.00%)
[0.00%]

220
(0.07%)
[84.61%]

260
[100.00%]

Crafts and related trades 
workers

120
(2.80%)
[4.14%]

120
(0.71%)
[4.14%]

2,660
(0.83%)
[91.72%]

2,900
[100.00%]

Plant and machine operators 
and assemblers

1,040
(24.30%)
[3.81%]

11,040
(65.02%)
[4.04%]

273,180
(85.56%)
[95.76%]

285,260
[100.00%]

Elementary occupations 0
(0.00%)
[0.00%]

120
(0.71%)
[1.39%]

8,480
(2.65%)
[98.60%]

8,600
[100.00%]

Armed forces 80
(1.87%)
[21.05%]

220
(1.29%)
[32.35%]

380
(0.12%)
[55.88%]

680
[100.00%]

Total 4,280
(100.00%)

16,980
(100.00%)

319,280
(100.00%)

340,540
[100.00%]

Numbers in parentheses are percent of members of each ethnic group who fall into each 
occisco category.
Numbers in brackets are percent of members of each occisco category who fall into each 
ethnic group.
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Table 6. Occupational education rank for each group in 1968

Group Total

Occupational education 
rank (Lowest to Highest)

North 
African

Sub-Saharan 
African

Asian

1 1,080
(25.23%)
[0.37%]

11,160
(65.72%)
[0.38%]

281,880
(88.29%)
[95.84%]

294,120
[100.00%]

2 900
(21.03%)
[2.84%]

3,140
(18.49%)
[9.92%]

27,620
(8.65%)

[87.24%]

31,660
[100.00%]

3 200
(4.67%)
[5.59%]

340
(2.00%)
[9.50%]

3,040
(9.52%)

[84.92%]

3,580
[100.00%]

4 840
(19.63%)
[14.68%]

980
(5.77%)
[17.13%]

3,900
(1.22%)

[68.18%]

5,720
[100.00%]

5 200
(4.67%)

[12.66%]

360
(2.12%)
[22.78%]

1,020
(3.19%)

[64.56%]

1,580
[100.00%]

6 1,060
(24.77%)
[27.32%]

1,000
(5.89%)
[25.77%]

1,820
(5.70%)

[46.91%]

3,880
[100.00%]

Total 4,280
(100.00%)

16,980
(100.00%)

319,280
(100.00%)

340,540
[100.00%]

Numbers in parentheses are percent of members of each ethnic group who fall into each 
occupational education category.
Numbers in brackets are percent of members of each occupational education category 
who fall into each ethnic group.

1975

Table 7. Population distribution, percent in each immigrant group, 1975
Immigrant Freq. Percent Cum %

Sub-Saharan African 57,180 10.17 10.17
Asian 471,480 83.88 94.05

North African 33,460 5.95 100.00
Total 562,120 100.00
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Table 8. Occisco categories for each group in 1975
Group Total

Occisco category North African Sub-Saharan 
African

Asian

Legislators, senior 
officials, and 

managers

240
(0.72%)
[6.52%]

1,140
(2.00%)
[30.98%]

2,300
(0.49%)
[62.50%

3,680
[100.00%]

Professionals 800
(2.34%)
[11.27%]

2,460
(4.30%)
[34.65%]

3,840
(0.81%)
[54.08%]

7,100
[100.00%]

Technicians and 
associate 

professionals

2,160
(6.45%)
[14.02%]

4,000
(6.99%)
[25.97%]

9,240
(1.96%)
[6.00%]

15,400
[100.00%]

Clerks 3,560
(10.64%)
[8.43%]

6,880
(12.03%)
[16.29%]

31,780
(6.74%)
[75.27%]

42,220
[100.00%]

Service workers and 
shop and market sales

6,140
(18.35%)
[15.03%]

8,100
(14.16%)
[14.70%]

40,840
(8.66%)
[74.15%]

55,080
[100.00%]

Skilled agricultural 
and fishery workers

40
(0.12%)
[11.76%]

0
(0.00%)
[0.00%]

340
(0.07%)
[89.47%]

380
[100.00%]

Crafts and related 
trades workers

600
(1.79%)
[6.38%]

560
(0.98%)
[5.96%]

8,240
(1.75%)
[87.66%]

9,400
[100.00%]

Plant and machine 
operators and 

assemblers

19,340
(57.89%)
[5.41%]

33,080
(57.85%)
[9.25%]

357,500
(75.82%)
[87.21%]

409,920
[100.00%]

Elementary 
occupations

180
(0.54%)
[1.19%]

180
(0.31%)
[1.16%]

15,080
(3.20%)
[97.67%]

15,440
[100.00%]

Armed forces 400
(1.19%)
[17.2%]

780
(1.36%)
[22.28%]

2,320
(0.49%)
[66.28%]

3,500
[100.00%]

Total 33,460
(100.00%)

57,180
(100.00%)

471,480
(100.00%)

562,120
[100.00%]

Numbers in parentheses are percent of members of each ethnic group who fall into each 
occisco category.
Numbers in brackets are percent of members of each occisco category who fall into each 
ethnic group.
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Table 9. Occupational education rank for each group in 1975
Group Total

Occupational education 
rank (Lowest to  

Highest)

North 
African

Sub-Saharan 
African

Asian

1 19,740
(58.99%)
[4.77%]

33,860
(59.22%)
[8.19%]

359,820
(76.17%)

413,420
[100.00%]

2 6,360
(19.01%)
[8.97%]

8,280
(14.48%)
[11.68%]

56,260
(11.93%)

70,900
[100.00%]

3 4,160
(12.43%)
[8.06%]

7,440
(13.01%)
[14.41%]

40,020
(8.49%)

51,620
[100.00%]

4 2,160
(6.45%)
[14.02%]

4,000
(6.99%)
[25.97%]

9,240
(1.96%)

15,400
[100.00%]

5 240
(0.72%)
[6.52%]

1,140
(1.99%)
[30.97%]

2,300
(0.49%)

3,680
[100.00%]

6 800
(2.39%)
[11.27%]

2,460
(4.30%)
[34.65%]

3,840
(0.81%)

7,100
[100.00%]

Total 33,460
(100.00%)

57,180
(100.00%)

471,480
(100.00%)

562,120
[100.00%]

Numbers in parentheses are percent of members of each ethnic group who fall into each 
occupational education category.
Numbers in brackets are percent of members of each occupational education category 
who fall into each ethnic group.
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1982

Table 10. Population distribution, percent in each immigrant group, 1982

Immigrant Freq. Percent Cum %

Sub-Saharan African 7,802 9.73 9.73

Asian 67,224 83.83 93.56

North African 5,162 6.44 100.00

Total 80,188 100.00

Table 11. Occisco categories for each group in 1982
Group Total

Occisco category North African Sub-Saharan African Asian
Legislators, senior officials, 

and managers
12

(0.64%)
[6.38%]

57
(1.91%)

[30.32%]

119
(0.47%)

[63.30%]

188
[100.00%]

Professionals 43
(2.28%)

[11.75%]

126
(4.23%)

[34.43%]

197
(0.78%)

[53.82%]

366
[100.00%]

Technicians and associate 
professionals

110
(5.83%)

[13.65%]

202
(67.83%)
[35.06%]

494
(1.95%)

[61.29%]

806
[100.00%]

Clerks 210
(11.13%)
[8.52%]

364
(12.22%)
[14.77%]

1,890
(7.45%)

[76.70%]

2,464
[100.00%]

Service workers and shop 
and market sales

349
(18.50%)
[11.27%]

435
(14.61%)
[14.05%]

2,312
(9.12%)

[74.68%]

3,096
[100.00%]

Skilled agricultural and 
fishery workers

2
(0.11%)
[9.52%]

0
(0.00%)
[0.00%]

19
(0.07%)

[90.48%]

21
[100.00%]

Crafts and related trades 
workers

31
(1.64%)
[6.47%]

29
(00.97%)
[6.05%]

419
(1.65%)

[87.47%]

479
[100.00%]

Plant and machine operators 
and assemblers

1,095
(58.06%)
[5.02%]

1,712
(57.49%)
[7.85%]

18,988
(74.90%)
[87.12%]

21,795
[100.00%]

Elementary occupations 12
(0.64%)
[1.47%]

9
(0.30%)
[1.10%]

795
(3.13%)

[97.43%]

816
[100.00%]

Armed forces 22
(1.17%)

[11.96%]

44
(1.17%)

[23.91%]

118
(0.46%)

[64.13%]

184
[100.00%]

Total 1,886
(100.00%)

2,978
(100.00%)

25,351
(100.00%)

30,215
[100.00%]

Numbers in parentheses are percent of members of each ethnic group who fall into each 
occisco category.
Numbers in brackets are percent of members of each occisco category who fall into each 
ethnic group.
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Table 12. Occupational education rank for each group in 1982
Group Total

Occupational education 
rank (Lowest to Highest)

North 
African

Sub-Saharan 
African

Asian

1 1,097
(58.16%)
[5.03%]

1,712
(57.49%)
[7.84%]

19,007
(74.97%)
[87.12%]

21,816
[100.00%]

2 65
(3.45%)
[4.39%]

82
(2.75%)
[5.54%]

1,332
(5.25%)

[90.06%]

1,479
[100.00%]

3 559
(29.64%)
[10.05%]

799
(26.93%)
[14.37%]

4,202
(16.57%)
[75.57%]

5,560
[100.00%]

4 110
(5.83%)
[13.65%]

202
(6.78%)

[25.06%]

494
(1.95%)

[61.29%]

806
[100.00%]

5 12
(0.64%)
[6.38%]

57
(1.91%)

[30.32%]

119
(0.47%)

[63.30%]

188
[100.00%]

6 43
(2.28%)
[11.75%]

126
(4.24%)

[34.42%]

197
(0.78%)

[53.82%]

366
[100.00%]

Total 1,886
(100.00%)

2,978
(100.00%)

25,351
(100.00%)

30,215
[100.00%]

Numbers in parentheses are percent of members of each ethnic group who fall into each 
occupational education category.
Numbers in brackets are percent of members of each occupational education category 
who fall into each ethnic group.

1990

Table 13. Population distribution, percent in each immigrant group, 1990

Immigrant Freq. Percent Cum %
Sub-Saharan African 135,192 15.80 15.80

Asian 640,104 74.79 90.58

North African 80,592 9.42 100.00

Total 855,888 100.00
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Table 14. Occisco categories for each group in 1990
Group Total

Occisco category North African Sub-Saharan 
African

Asian

Legislators, senior 
officials, and 

managers

2,424
(3.01%)
[13.32%]

3,792
(2.80%)
[20.84%]

11,976
(1.87%)
[65.83%]

18,192
[100.00%]

Professionals 3,768
(4.67%)
[10.09%]

8,664
(6.41%)
[23.20%]

24,912
(3.89%)
[66.71%]

37,344
[100.00%]

Technicians and 
associate 

professionals

10,248
(12.71%)
[15.46%]

13,152
(9.73%)
[19.84%]

42,888
(6.70%)
[64.70%]

66,288
[100.00%]

Clerks 5,496
(6.82%)
[12.42%]

9,576
(7.08%)
[21.64%]

29,184
(4.56%)
[65.94%]

44,256
[100.00%]

Service workers and 
shop and market sales

16,584
(20.58%)
[11.35%]

28,344
(20.97%)
[19.40%]

101,160
(15.80%)
[69.24%]

146,088
[100.00%]

Skilled agricultural 
and fishery workers

192
(0.24%)
[12.5%]

216
(0.16%)
[14.06%]

1,128
(0.18%)
[73.44%]

1,536
[100.00%]

Crafts and related 
trades workers

2,568
(3.19%)
[9.48%]

3,072
(2.27%)
[11.35%]

21,432
(3.35%)
[79.17%]

27,072
[100.00%]

Plant and machine 
operators and 

assemblers

38,136
(47.32%)
[7.92%]

64,728
(47.88%)
[13.44%]

378,600
(59.15%)
[78.63%]

481,464
[100.00%]

Elementary 
occupations

336
(0.42%)
[1.35%]

528
(0.39%)
[2.11%]

24,096
(3.76%)
[96.54%]

24,960
[100.00%]

Armed forces 840
(1.04%)
[9.67%]

3,120
(2.31%)
[35.91%]

4,728
(0.74%)
[54.42%]

8,688
[100.00%]

Total 80,592
(100.00%)

135,192
(100.00%)

640,104
(100.00%)

855,888
[100.00%]

Numbers in parentheses are percent of members of each ethnic group who fall into each 
occisco category.
Numbers in brackets are percent of members of each occisco category who fall into each 
ethnic group.
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Table 15. Occupational education rank for each group in 1990
Group Total

Occupational education 
rank (Lowest to Highest)

North African Sub-Saharan 
African

Asian

1 39,312
(48.78%)
[7.63%]

68,376
(50.58%)
[13.27%]

407,424
(63.65%)
[79.09%]

515,112
[100.00%]

2 19,344
(24.00%)
[11.07%]

31,632
(23.40%)
[11.07%]

123,720
(19.33%)
[70.08%]

174,696
[100.00%]

3 5,496
(6.82%)

[12.42%]

9,576
(7.08%)

[12.42%]

29,184
(4.56%)

[65.94%]

44,256
[100.00%]

4 10,248
(12.71%)
[15.46%]

13,152
(9.72%)

[15.46%]

42,888
(6.70%)

[64.70%]

66,288
[100.00%]

5 2,424
(3.01%)

[13.32%]

3,792
(2.80%)

[13.32%]

11,976
(1.87%)

[65.83%]

18,192
[100.00%]

6 3,768
(4.67%)

[10.09%]

8,664
(6.41%)

[10.09%]

24,912
(3.89%)

[66.71%]

37,344
[100.00%]

Total 80,592
(100.00%)

135,192
(100.00%)

640,104
(100.00%)

855,888
[100.00%]

Numbers in parentheses are percent of members of each ethnic group who fall into each 
occupational education category.
Numbers in brackets are percent of members of each occupational education category 
who fall into each ethnic group.

1999

Table 16. Population distribution, percent in each immigrant group, 1999

Immigrant Freq. Percent Cum %
Sub-Saharan African 47,060 46.58 46.58

Asian 2,880 2.85 49.44

North African 51,080 50.56 100.00

Total 101,020 100.00
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Table 17. Occisco categories for each group in 1999
Group Total

Occisco category North African Sub-Saharan 
African

Asian

Legislators, senior 
officials, and 

managers

3,500
(6.85%)
[45.10%]

4,180
(8.88%)
[53.86%]

80
(2.78%)
[1.03%]

7,760
[100.00%]

Professionals 8,220
(16.09%)
[46.70%]

9,180
(19.51%)
[52.16%]

200
(6.94%)
[1.13%]

17,600
[100.00%]

Technicians and 
associate 

professionals

6,180
(12.10%)
[44.59%]

6,980
(14.83%)
[50.36%]

700
(24.30%)
[5.05%]

13,860
[100.00%]

Clerks 3,400
(6.66%)
[40.67%]

4,600
(9.77%)
[55.02%]

360
(12.50%)
[4.31%]

8,360
[100.00%]

Service workers and 
shop and market sales

8,100
(15.86%)
[53.57%]

6,480
(13.77%)
[42.86%]

540
(18.75%)
[3.57%]

15,120
[100.00%]

Skilled agricultural 
and fishery workers

1,900
(3.72%)
[73.64%]

660
(1.40%)
[25.58%]

20
(0.69%)
[0.77%]

2,580
[100.00%]

Crafts and related 
trades workers

5,820
(11.39%)
[61.78%]

3,400
(7.22%)
[36.09%]

200
(6.94%)
[2.12%]

9,420
[100.00%]

Plant and machine 
operators and 

assemblers

4,300
(8.42%)
[61.08%]

2220
(4.72%)
[31.53%]

520
(18.05%)
[7.39%]

7,040
[100.00%]

Elementary 
occupations

9,300
(18.21%)
[56.16%]

7,040
(14.96%)
[42.51%]

220
(7.64%)
[1.33%]

16,560
[100.00%]

Armed forces 360
(0.70%)
[13.23%]

2,320
(4.93%)
[85.29%]

40
(1.39%)
[1.47%]

2,720
[100.00%]

Total 51,080
(100.00%)

47,060
(100.00%)

2,880
(100.00%)

101,020
[100.00%]

Numbers in parentheses are percent of members of each ethnic group who fall into each 
occisco category.
Numbers in brackets are percent of members of each occisco category who fall into each 
ethnic group.
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Table 18. Occupational education rank for each group in 1999
Group Total

Occupational education 
rank (Lowest to Highest)

North African Sub-Saharan 
African

Asian

1 13,600
(26.62%)
[57.63%]

9,260
(19.68%)
[39.24%]

740
(25.69%)
[3.13%]

23,600
[100.00%]

2 7,720
(15.11%)
[64.33%]

4,060
(8.63%)

[33.83%]

220
(7.64%)
[1.83%]

12,000
[100.00%]

3 11,860
(23.22%)
[45.27%]

13,400
(28.47%)
[51.14%]

940
(28.47%)
[3.59%]

26,200
[100.00%]

4 6,180
(12.10%)
[44.59%]

6,980
(14.83%)
[50.36%]

700
(14.83%)
[5.05%]

13,860
[100.00%]

5 3,500
(6.85%)

[45.10%]

4,180
(8.89%)

[53.86%]

80
(8.89%)
[1.03%]

7,760
[100.00%]

6 8,220
(16.09%)
[46.70%]

9,180
(19.51%)
[52.16%]

200
(19.51%)
[1.14%]

17,600
[100.00%]

Total 51,080
(100.00%)

47,060
(100.00%)

2,880
(100.00%)

101,020
[100.00%]

Numbers in parentheses are percent of members of each ethnic group who fall into each 
occupational education category.
Numbers in brackets are percent of members of each occupational education category 
who fall into each ethnic group.

2006

Table 19. Population distribution, percent in each immigrant group, 2006

Immigrant Freq. Percent Cum %
Sub-Saharan African 53,897 31.68% 31.68%

Asian 111,796 65.72% 97.40%

North African 4,427 2.60% 100.00%

Total 170,120 100.00%
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Table 20. Occisco categories for each group in 2006
Group Total

Occisco category North African Sub-Saharan 
African

Asian

Legislators, senior 
officials, and managers

115
(2.60%)
[2.20%]

1,761
(3.27%)

[33.65%]

3,317
(2.97%)
[63.39%]

5,233
[100.00%]

Professionals 231
(5.22%)
[2.50%]

3,239
(6.01%)
[35.12]

5,752
(5.14%)
[62.37%]

9,222
[100.00%]

Technicians and 
associate professionals

438
(9.89%)
[2.51%]

5,908
(10.96%)
[33.89%]

11,088
(9.92%)
[63.60%]

17,434
[100.00%]

Clerks 281
(6.35%)
[2.20%]

4,833
(9.00%)

[37.89%]

7,642
(6.83%)
[59.91%]

12,756
[100.00%]

Service workers and 
shop and market sales

1,130
(25.52%)
[3.53%]

11,703
(21.71%)
[36.59]

19,152
(17.13%)
[59.88%]

31,985
[100.00%]

Skilled agricultural and 
fishery workers

52
(1.17%)
[1.27%]

374
(0.69%)
[9.13%]

3,669
(3.28%)
[89.60%]

4,095
[100.00%]

Crafts and related trades 
workers

973
(21.98%)
[3.49%]

6,259
(11.61%)
[22.43%]

20,672
(18.49%)
[74.08%]

27,904
[100.00%]

Plant and machine 
operators and 

assemblers

215
(4.86%)
[2.14%]

2,266
(4.20%)
[22.53]

7,573
(6.77%)
[75.32%]

10,054
[100.00%]

Elementary occupations 951
(21.48%)
[1.85%]

17,491
(32.45%)
[34.87%]

32,870
(29.40%)
[64.06%]

51,312
[100.00%]

Armed forces 1
(0.02%)

[00.80%]

63
(0.12%)

[50.40%]

61
(0.05%)
[48.80%]

125
[100.00%]

Total 4,427
(99.1%)

53,897
(100.00%)

111,796
(100.00%)

170,120
[100.00%]

Numbers in parentheses are percent of members of each ethnic group who fall into each 
occisco category.
Numbers in brackets are percent of members of each occisco category who fall into each 
ethnic group.
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Table 21. Occupational education rank for each group in 2006
Group Total

Occupational education 
rank (Lowest to  

Highest)

North 
African

Sub-Saharan 
African

Asian

1 1,166
(26.33%)
[1.90%]

19,757
(26.65%)
[32.19%]

40,443
(36.17%)
[65.90%]

61,366
[100.00%]

2 1,025
(23.15%)
[3.20%]

6,633
(12.31%)
[20.73%]

24,341
(21.77%)
[76.07%]

31,999
[100.00%]

3 1,412
(31.89%)
[3.15%]

16,599
(30.80%)
[37.00%]

26,855
(24.02%)
[59.86%]

44,866
[100.00%]

4 438
(9.89%)
[2.51%]

5,908
(10.96%)
[33.89%]

11,088
(9.92%)
[63.60%]

17,434
[100.00%]

5 155
(3.50%)
[2.96%]

1,761
(3.27%)
[33.65%]

3,317
(2.97%)
[63.39%]

5,233
[100.00%]

6 231
(5.22%)
[2.50%]

3,239
(6.01%)
[35.12%]

5,752
(5.14%)
[62.37%]

9,222
[100.00%]

Total 4,427
(100.00%)

53,897
(100.00%)

111,796
(100.00%)

170,120
[100.00%]

Numbers in parentheses are percent of members of each ethnic group who fall into each 
occupational education category.
Numbers in brackets are percent of members of each occupational education category 
who fall into each ethnic group.
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II. Census Samples

Historical Context: 1945 to 1975

Immediately following World War II, immigration to the Hexagon increased.  

During this time, France welcomed immigrant laborers from all over the world.  Many of 

these immigrants came from Algeria.  By the beginning of the Algerian War for 

Independence in 1954, there were already 200,000 Algerian immigrants in France.92

Despite the fact that many of the Algerian residents in France were there legally, tensions 

between Algeria and France erupted into violent conflict, most tragically the Paris 

Massacre in 1961.  

In the post-war era, free circulation between France and Algeria was allowed once 

more, and the number of Algerian immigrants increased dramatically.  Between 1962 and 

1975, the population of Algerian immigrants grew from 350,000 to 700,000.93  Many of 

these immigrants were harkis, Algerians who had fought on the side of the French during 

the war, and were no longer welcome in Algeria. "Pied-noirs", French settlers in Algeria 

and their children, returned to France from Algeria during this time, and were included in 

the tally of Algerian immigrants.  

Also during this period, immigration from Tunisia and Morocco increased.  A 

large number of students and workers from former French colonies in Africa came as 

well.  In addition, France offered asylum to many refugees.  Four out of five immigrants 

who requested refugee status were admitted.  Many of these refugees came from Eastern 

92 "Le film : deux siècles d'histoire de l'immigration en France." http://www.histoire-
immigration.fr/histoire-de-l-immigration/le-film.

93 "En 1962, lors de l’Indépendance, ils sont 350 000. En 1975 les émigrants algériens sont 710 000 et 
constituent le deuxième groupe d’étrangers après les Portugais." "De 1945 à 1975." http://www.histoire-
immigration.fr/dix-themes-pour-connaitre-deux-siecles-d-histoire-de-l-immigration/emigrer/de-1945-a-
1975.
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Europe and Latin America, as well as East and Southeast Asia.

The Vietnamese War for Independence, like the war in Algeria, created many 

refugees.  In addition to displaced persons, political refugees who had allied with or 

worked for the French during the colonial era fled to France in the 1960s to escape 

persecution.

The majority of immigrants at this time came from rural regions, but only 6% of 

them worked in agriculture.  About two-thirds of immigrants held industrial jobs:  

mining, steel, construction, and automobile manufacture.  Approximately 12% of male 

immigrants, and the majority of female immigrants, worked in domestic services, 

restoration, and commerce.  While this paper only examines adult immigrants under 

retirement age, immigrants of all ages worked: teenagers and elderly immigrants often 

worked as craftsmen and trades.94

1962

1. Variables and Measures

The categories for occupational education in the 1962 census, in descending 

order, are:  6) "Professionals" (34% have more than high school education); 5) 

"Legislators, senior officials and managers" (28% have more than high school education); 

4) "Technicians and associate professionals" (15% have more than high school 

education); 3) "Service workers and shop and market sales" and "Armed forces" (in each, 

2% have more than high school education); 2) "Skilled agricultural and fishery workers", 

"Clerks", "Crafts and related trades workers", and "Elementary occupations" (1.4%, 1%, 

94 "Le film : deux siècles d'histoire de l'immigration en France."
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and 0.6%, respectively, with more than high school education); and 1) "Plant and 

machine operators and assemblers" (0% have more than high school education).

2. Sample Characteristics

The 1962 French census data is 5.0% of the French population.  It is composed of 

748,917 households and 2,320,901 persons.  I restricted the sample to adults between the 

ages of 21 and 63 living within the Hexagon (French mainland).  Of the three groups 

studied here, Asians are the most numerous, comprising 216,500, or 95.41%.  Sub-

Saharan Africans make up 7,360 or 3.24%; North Africans make up the final 1.35%, or 

3,060 persons.

3. Results and Discussion

3.1 Sub-Saharan Africans

As Figure 1 shows, sub-Saharan Africans predominently held jobs with the very 
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lowest occupational education rank.  They did, however, have members with all levels of 

occupational education rank.  Clearly, sub-Saharan Africans more frequently belonged to 

the lower occupational education categories than in the higher ones.

3.2 Asians

As Figure 2 shows, Asians were heavily concentrated in the very lowest 

occupational education category.  All the higher ranks (2-6) put together are far less 

populated compared to the very lowest category.  Asians held jobs in low occupational 

education categories at a very high rate.

3.3 North Africans

North Africans were mostly concentrated in the very highest and very lowest 

occupational education categories.  While the category to which the largest percentage of 
80
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North Africans belonged was the very lowest (1), the percentage of North Africans who 

belonged to the upper half of the categories (4-6), was almost as large as the percentage 

who belonged to the lower half (1-3).  This suggests that there are high levels of 

inequality even within the North African population.
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3.4. All Immigrants

Finally, Figure 4 illustrates clear differences from one group to the next.  A much 

higher percentage of Asians were in the lowest category of occupational education 

compared to Sub-Saharan Africans and North Africans; North Africans had the lowest 

percentage in this category.  Sub-Saharan Africans were the most evenly distributed 

between all categories, while Asians had such a low percentage belonging to the upper 

half of the ranks (4-6) that the bar for this group is barely visible, especially in the highest 

rank.  For 1962, then, Asians, who comprised the most numerous population, were also 

subject to the highest level of socioeconomic inequality.
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1968

1. Variables and Measures

The categories for occupational education for this sample, in descending order, 

are:  6) "Professionals" (39% have more than high school education); 5) "Legislators, 

senior officials and managers" (31% have more than high school education); 4) 

"Technicians and associate professionals" (14% have more than high school education); 

3) "Crafts and related trades workers" and "Armed forces" (2.4% have more than high 

school education); 2) "Clerks" and "Service workers and related professionals" (each 

category has 2% with more than high school education); and 1) "Skilled agricultural and 

fishery workers", "Plant and machine operators and assemblers", and "Elementary 

occupations" (0.7%, 0.7%, and 1.4%, respectively, have more than high school 

education).

2. Sample Characteristics

Like 1962, the sample for 1968 is 5.0%.  It is composed of 815,699 households 

and 2,487,778 persons.  Again, I restricted the sample to adults between the ages of 21 

and 63 living in the Hexagon.  Asians are the most numerous, comprising 319,280, or 

93.76%.  Sub-Saharan Africans account for 4.99%, or 16,980, while North Africans make 

up the final 1.26%, or 4,280 individuals.

3. Results and Discussion

3.1 Sub-Saharan Africans

Figure 5 demonstrates that, in 1968, sub-Saharan Africans were largely 
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concentrated in the very lowest occupational education category.  Furthermore, the 

second highest concentration for this group is in the second-lowest category.  When the 

percentage of sub-Saharan Africans in the top four categories (3-6) are added together, 

they made up less than the the percentage in the second-lowest category.  Categories 2 

through 6, when added together, equal just 52% of the number in the very lowest 

category.  This indicates that Sub-Saharan Africans were largely disadvantaged in terms 

of occupational education.

3.2 Asians

As Figure 6 indicates, Asians were mostly concentrated in the very lowest 

occupational education category.  When the percentages in categories 2 through 6 are 

added together, they comprise only 13.3% of the percentage in rank 1.  They were still 

highly disadvantaged in 1968.
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3.3 North Africans

In Figure 7, North Africans are fairly evenly distributed throughout the 

occupational education categories.  The percentage of North Africans in the lowest-

ranking category is almost identical to the percentage in the highest category.  In 

addition, the percentage of North Africans in the upper half of the categories is again 

almost identical to the percentage in the lower half.  North Africans still exhibit high 

levels of occupational education diversity.
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3.4 All Immigrants

The immigrant group with the most even distribution in occupational education 
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rank is North Africans.  No other group comes close.  Asians have the highest level of 

inequality, mostly concentrated in the lowest rank, and sub-Saharan Africans do not fare 

much better.  North Africans are most fortunate, while sub-Saharan Africans and Asians 

lag far behind them.

1975

1. Variables and Measures

The categories for occupational education for this sample, in descending order, 

are:  6) "Professionals" (52% have more than high school education); 5) "Legislators, 

senior officials and managers" (34% have more than high school education); 4) 

"Technicians and associate professionals" (28% have more than high school education); 

3) "Clerks" and "Service workers and related professionals" (3.7% and 4.1% have more 

than high school education); 2) "Crafts and related trades workers", Elementary 

occupations, and "Armed forces" (2.9%, 1.8%, and 2.5%, respectively, have more than 

high school education); and 1) "Skilled agricultural and fishery workers" and "Plant and 

machine operators and assemblers" (each has 1% more than high school education).

2. Sample Characteristics

This is a 5.0% sample.  It is composed of 915,624 households and 2,629,456 

persons.  I restricted the sample to adults between the ages of 21 and 63 living in the 

Hexagon.  Asians make up 471,480, or 83.88% of the sample.  Sub-Saharan Africans 

comprise 57,180, or 10.17%.  Finally,  North Africans account for 33,460, or 5.95%.
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3. Results and Discussion

3.1 Sub-Saharan Africans

Sub-Saharan Africans are most highly concentrated in the lowest occupational 

education category.  The second highest concentration for this group is in the third-lowest 

category.  The percentage of sub-Saharan Africans in ranks 2 through 6, added together, 

equals only 59% of the number in the very lowest occupational education category.  The 

second-most populated category is 3.  In 1975, most sub-Saharan Africans had a low 

occupational education status.

3.2 Asians

Asians in 1975 exhibit very low levels of occupational education.  When the 

percentages in categories 2 through 6 are combined, they make up only 22% of the value 

in category 1.  The higher the category, the lower the percentage of Asians belonging in 
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it.  They remained a very disadvantaged population, as far as this can be measured by 

occupational education category.

3.3 North Africans

In Figure 11, North Africans are more heavily concentrated in the lowest 

occupational education category.  With the exception of category 6, the percentage of 

North Africans declines incrementally as the category increases.  A slightly higher 

percentage of North Africans belonged in category 6 compared to category 5.  The 

percentage of North Africans in the lowest category is three times higher than the 

percentage in category 2, the second-most populated category.  North Africans during 

this era of high immigration rates were more highly disadvantaged as a population than in 

previous years.  As low-income blue-collar workers arrived from North Africa, they 

increased the population of North Africans in France with jobs in the lowest categories of 
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occupational education.

3.4. All Immigrants

Figure 12 shows that Asian respondents display the greatest levels of 

disadvantage, with most respondents concentrated in the very lowest occupational 

education category.  However, all three groups exhibit a tendency of high concentration 

in the very lowest category and dramatically lower concentrations in all other categories.  

The percentage of all members of all groups decreases incrementally in inverse 

proportion to the category, from categories 1 through 5.  Category 6 has a slightly higher 

percentage for all groups compared to category 5.  This indicates that all three immigrant 

groups have similar experiences in terms of job opportunities during this period.
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Historical Context: 1975-2008

Since 1975, immigration rates plateaued, but the native-born French birthrate 

decreased, and so immigration played an important role in France's population growth.  

By the end of the twentieth century, more than three million foreigners lived in France, or 

about six percent of the population.  This proportion has remained constant since 1975.  

As before, many immigrants came from Eastern and Southern Europe, but many others 

came from France's former colonies in North Africa, Central Africa, and Southeast Asia.

As the number of immigrants increased, so also did occurrences of  ethnically-

motivated discrimination in housing and employment.  At first, immigrants from Africa 

were mostly males, in low-standard living quarters (often crowded dormitories provided 

by employers), working in low-skill, blue collar jobs.  The number of women and 

children increased as families were reconstituted with the help of immigration policies 
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designed specifically for this purpose, and male immigrant laborers increasingly moved 

out of group living quarters into family dwellings.  They continued to work in low-status 

jobs that Frenchmen were reluctant to accept.  

1974 marked the beginning of an economic downturn, and since then French 

workers began to demand some of the low-status jobs held by immigrants.  As a result, 

the government severely restricted immigration.  Nevertheless, the net annual increase of 

population from immigration averaged more than 50,000. 

In August 1993, the Pasqua Laws were introduced.  These laws were intended to 

achieve the goal of "Zero immigration" to France.  Minister Pasqua, who drafted the 

legislation, told interviewers that "France no longer wishes to be a country of 

immigration."95  The intention of the laws was to prevent foreigners' entry into France, 

and to increase control over legal residents.96  They sought to create a "normative" 

immigrant population based around a family structure.  A new family reunification policy 

allowed for the immigration of the wives and children of immigrant laborers in France.  

However, this was permitted only if the workers could prove that they had sufficient 

living space for a French family of comparable size.

In spite of these efforts to restrict immigration, immigrants continued to come, 

and they did not leave.  By 2008, there were 5.3 million immigrants in France, 

comprising 8.5% of the population in metropolitan France (62.1 million in 2008).  Of 

these immigrants, 42% were from Africa (30% from the Maghreb and 12% from sub-

95 Bernard, Philipp, Erich Inciyan, and Edwy Plenel. "Un entretien avec Charles Pasqua." Le Monde 3 
June 1993.

96 Law #93—1027 "governing immigration and the entry, admission and residence of foreigners in 
France" in the Journal Officiel de la République Française, 29 August 1993: 12196-12203. cited in
Scullion, Rosemarie. "Vicious Circles: Immigration and National Identity in Twentieth-Century 
France." SubStance. vo. 24, No. 1/2. pp. 30-48.
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Saharan Africa), 14% from Asia, and the remaining 43% from Europe, the Americas, and 

Oceania.  40% of immigrants have acquired French citizenship.97

1982

1. Variables and Measures

The categories for occupational education for this sample, in descending order, 

are: 6)  "Professionals" (65% have more than high school education); 5) "Legislators, 

senior officials and managers" (42% have more than high school education); 4) 

"Technicians and associate professionals" (26% have more than high school education); 

3) "Clerks" and "Crafts and related trades workers" (5.6% and 3.8%, respectively, have 

more than high school education); 2) "Service workers and related professionals," 

"Skilled agricultural and fishery workers," and "Elementary occupations" (2.7%, 1.8% 

and 1.4%, respectively, have more than high school education); 1) "Plant and machine 

operators and assemblers" and "Armed forces"  (0.05% and 1.7%, respectively, have 

more than high school education).

2. Sample Characteristics

This is a 5.0% sample.  It is composed of 969,632 households and 2,631,713 

individuals.  I restricted the sample to adults between the ages of 21 and 63 living in the 

Hexagon.  Asians account for 67,224, or 83.83% of the sample.  Sub-Saharan Africans 

make up 7,802, or 9.73%.  Finally,  North Africans comprise 5,162, or 6.44%.

97 "Naissances selon le pays de naissance des parents 2010", INSEE, September 2011.
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3 Results and Discussion

3.1 Sub-Saharan Africans

In the 1982 sample, sub-Saharan Africans are largely concentrated in the lower 

occupational education category.  The second-most populated category is 3, which is still 

in the lower half of the occupational education ranking.  The percentages of Sub-Saharan 

Africans in categories 4 through 6, when added together, are still only about 25% of the 

value in category 1.  Sub-Saharan Africans in 1982 were fairly disadvantaged in terms of 

their occupational education status.

3.2 Asians

In 1982, Asians exhibited very high levels of disadvantage in their occupational 

education levels.  As in prior Census years, they were highly concentrated in the lowest 

category.  When the percentages of Asians in categories 2 through 6 are added together, 

the value would be less than 50% of the value in category 1.  They continued to 
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experience very low levels of occupational education.

3.3 North Africans

North Africans in 1982 display a dramatic level of occupational education 

disadvantage.  The column with the highest percentage of North Africans is 1, the very 

lowest occupational education category.  The category with the second-highest 

percentage is 3, which is also in the lower half of the rankings.  When the percentages in 

categories 4 through 6 are added together, they comprise only 50% of the value in 

category 3.  When the percentages in categories 2 through 6 are added together, the value 

is still lower than the value in category one.  As in 1975, North Africans in 1982 were 

mostly working in jobs with low levels of occupational education.
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3.4. All Immigrants

In 1982, the category with the highest percentage of immigrants, for all groups, is 

category 1, followed by category 3.  These are both in the lower half of the occupational 

education rankings.  All three immigrant groups exhibited high levels of occupational 

education disadvantage. 
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1990

1. Variables and Measures

The categories for occupational education for this sample, in descending order, 

are:  1) "Professionals" (69% have more than high school education); 5) "Legislators, 

senior officials and managers" (52% have more than high school education); 4) "Clerks" 

(10% have more than high school education); 3) "Technicians and associate 

professionals" (38.6% have more than high school education); 2) "Service workers and 

related professionals," "Skilled agricultural and fishery workers," and "Crafts and related 

trade workers" (4.6%, 3.8%, and 5.6%, respectively, have more than high school 

education); and 1) "Plant and machine operators and assemblers," "Elementary 

occupations," and "Armed forces" (1.2%, 2.6%, and 3.2%, respectively, have more than 
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high school education). 

2. Sample Characteristics

This is a 4.2% sample.  It is composed of 969,893 households and 2,630,854 

individuals.  I restricted the sample to adults between the ages of 21 and 63 living in the 

Hexagon.  Asians account for 640,104, or 74.79% of the sample.  Sub-Saharan Africans 

make up 135,192, or 15.80%.  Finally,  North Africans comprise 80,592, or 9.42%.

3. Results and Discussion

3.1 Sub-Saharan Africans

Sub-Saharan Africans generally have a low occupational education status.  The 

total percentage of respondents for categories 2 through 6 is less than the percentage in 

category 1.  A full 20% of Sub-Saharan Africans held jobs in the upper half of the 

occupational education categories, but more than 50% held jobs in the very lowest 

category.  Many members of the Sub-Saharan African community had access to jobs with 

high levels of occupational education, but many more did not or could not take advantage 

of these same opportunities.      
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3.2 Asians

Asians in 1990 exhibit very low levels of occupational education.  The category 

with the highest percentage of Asians is category 1.  When the percentages in categories 

2 through 6 are added together, the value is less than the value in category 1.  The 

category with the second-highest percentage of Asians is category 2, which is the second-

lowest occupational education category.  As in prior years, Asians in 1990 were highly 

disadvantaged in terms of their occupational education.
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3.3. North Africans

For North Africans, the most common occupational education category was 1, the 

lowest.  The category with the second-highest percentage of respondents was the second-

lowest occupational education category.  When the percentages in categories 4 through 6 

are added together, their combined value is less than the percentage in category 2.  When 

the percentages in categories 2 through 6 are added together, the combined value is 

approximately equal to the value in category 1.  North Africans in this period were 

largely working in low-skilled jobs with low levels of occupational education.
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3.4. All Immigrants

In 1990, all three immigrant groups display a tendency to hold jobs in the two 

lowest occupational education ranks, and particularly in the lowest rank.  Asians are most 

likely to belong to the lowest occupational education rank.  In fact, category 1 is the only 

category in which Asians have a higher percentage of members compared to the other 

two groups.  Sub-Saharan Africans have the highest percentage of members in category 

6, the highest occupational education category.  However, even for them, the two 

categories with the lowest percentage of Sub-Saharan Africans are 5 and 6, the highest 

categories.  Sub-Saharan Africans were more likely to hold jobs with high levels of 

occupational education than the other immigrant groups; however, the vast majority of 

Sub-Saharan Africans had jobs with low levels of occupational education.  North 

Africans' patterns of occupational education is very similar to Sub-Saharan Africans.
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1999

1. Variables and Measures

The categories for occupational education for this sample, in descending order, 

are:  1) "Professionals" (69% have more than high school education); 5) "Legislators, 

senior officials and managers" (52% have more than high school education); 4) "Clerks" 

(10% have more than high school education); 3) "Technicians and associate 

professionals" (38.6% have more than high school education); 2) "Service workers and 

related professionals," "Skilled agricultural and fishery workers," and "Crafts and related 

trade workers" (4.6%, 3.8%, and 5.6%, respectively, have more than high school 

education); and 1) "Plant and machine operators and assemblers," "Elementary 

occupations," and "Armed forces" (1.2%, 2.6%, and 3.2%, respectively, have more than 

high school education). 
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2. Sample Characteristics

This is a 4.2% sample.  It is composed of 969,893 households and 2,630,854 

individuals.  It includes only data taken from the 1990 census.  I restricted the sample to 

adults between the ages of 21 and 63 living in the Hexagon.  Asians account for 2,880, or 

2.85% of the sample.  Sub-Saharan Africans make up 47,060, or 46.58%.  Finally,  North 

Africans comprise 51,080, or 50.56%.

3. Results and Discussion

3.1 Sub-Saharan Africans

Sub-Saharan Africans are relatively equally distributed throughout all six of the 

occupational education categories. The percentage of Sub-Saharan Africans in the upper 

half of the occupational education categories, 43.22%, is not dramatically lower than the 
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percentage in the lower half of the categories, 56.78%.  In this time period, Sub-Saharan 

Africans had access to jobs with high levels of occupational occupation status, and were 

largely able to take advantage of this access.

3.2 Asians

Asians in 1990 were mostly concentrated in the lower half of the occupational 

education categories.  The combined percentage in categories 4 through 6, the upper half 

of the categories are only slightly greater than 50% of the combined percentage in the 

lower half of the occupational education categories.  34.03% of Asians in 1999 held jobs 

in the upper half of the occupational education categories; this is not a small amount.  

Many Asians at this time had jobs with fairly high levels of occupational education.
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3.3. North Africans

For North Africans, the most common occupational education category was 1, the 

lowest.  Twice as many North Africans had jobs in the lower half of the occupational 

education rankings—categories 1 through 3—compared to the upper half.  34.03% of 

North Africans held jobs in the upper half of the rankings, and more of them belonged to 

category 6, the highest category, than belonged to category 2, the second-lowest category. 

North Africans in 1999 had access to jobs with high levels of occupational education.   

3.4. All Immigrants

In 1999, all three immigrants mostly held jobs in the lower half of the 

occupational education categories.  North Africans have the highest percentage of 

members in the very lowest category.  Sub-Saharan Africans have the highest percentage 
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of members in the two highest categories.  Asians have the highest percentages in the 

mid-high categories, 3 and 4.  They have the lowest percentage of members in the two 

highest categories.  Sub-Saharan Africans, were more likely to hold jobs with the highest 

levels of occupational education compared to Asians and North Africans.  Asians were 

more likely to hold jobs with medium-levels of occupational education.  Sub-Saharan 

Africans mostly have jobs with low levels of occupational education, but they have a 

sizable percentage of members with jobs in the higher levels of occupational education as 

well.

106

1 2 3 4 5 6
0

0.05

0.1

0.15

0.2

0.25

0.3

0.35

Figure 24: Percent of members of each immigrant group 
in each category, 1999

North African
Sub-Saharan African
Asian

Occupational education category

P
er

ce
nt

 o
f i

m
m

ig
ra

nt
s 

in
 e

ac
h 

ca
te

go
ry

, b
y 

gr
ou

p



2006

1. Variables and Measures

The categories for occupational education for this sample, in descending order, 

are:  6) "Professionals" (80% have more than high school education); 5) "Legislators, 

senior officials and managers" (70% have more than high school education); 4) 

“Technicians and associate professionals” (49% have more than high school education); 

3) "Clerks," "Service workers and related professionals," and "Armed forces" (24%, 20%, 

and 34%, respectively, have more than high school education); 2) "Skilled agricultural 

and fishery workers" and "Crafts and related trades workers" (11% and 8%, respectively, 

have more than high school education); and 1) "Plant and machine operators and 

assemblers" and "Elementary occupations," (6% and 5%, respectively, have more than 

high school education). 

2. Sample Characteristics

This is a 33% sample.  It is composed of 8,749,114 households and 19,973,287 

individuals.  It includes data taken from both the 2004 and 2008 census.  I restricted the 

sample to adults between the ages of 21 and 63 living in the Hexagon.  Asians account 

for 111,796, or 65.71% of the sample.  Sub-Saharan Africans comprise 53,897, or 

31.68%, while North Africans make up 4,427, or 2.60%.

3 Results and Discussion

3.1 Sub-Saharan Africans

The category with the highest percentage of Sub-Saharan Africans is the very 
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lowest category.  The category with the second-lowest percentage is 3, which is also in 

the lower half of the occupational education categories.  The category in the upper half of 

the occupational education rankings with the highest percentage of Sub-Saharan Africans 

is category 4, the lowest category in the upper half.  Also, the percentage in category 4 is 

lower than the percentage in category 2, which has the lowest percentage in the lower 

half of the occupational education rankings.  Four times as many Sub-Saharan Africans 

belonged to the lower half of the occupational education categories compared to the 

upper half.  They were fairly disadvantaged during this period in terms of their 

occupational education.

3.2 Asians

The occupational education category with the highest percentage of Asians was 1, 

the very lowest.  The categories with the second- and third-highest percentages of Asians 

were 3 and 2, respectively.  In the upper half of the occupational education categories, the 
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category with the highest percentage is category 4, the lowest category in the upper half.  

Furthermore, the percentage in this category is less than half of the percentage in 

category 2, the category in the lower half with the lowest percentage of North Africans.  

North Africans were four times as likely to belong to the lower half of the categories 

compared to the upper half.  North Africans mostly held jobs with low levels of 

occupational education at the beginning of the twenty-first century.
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3.3. North Africans

North Africans exhibit a dramatic tendency toward the lower half of the 

occupational education ranking.  They are seven times more likely to belong to the very 

lowest rank as they are to belong to the highest rank (there are 5,752 in column 6, and 

40,443 in column 1).  They are only 22% as likely to belong to the upper half of the 

rankings (4 through 6) as they are to belong to the top half (1 through 3).

3.4. All Immigrants

For all three immigrant groups, the three least common occupational education 

ranks are 4 through 6, those which comprise the top half of the rankings.  Sub-Saharan 

Africans and Asians are most likely to belong to the first, or lowest rank, followed by the 

third rank.  North Africans, however, are most likely to belong to the third rank, followed 

by the second.  All three groups display a high level of occupational education inequality.
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III. Comparison of All Census Years

From 1962 to 1982, there are very different average occupational education levels 

for the three immigrant groups.  From 1982 to 2006, however, they roughly converge, 

rising and falling at the same time.  The two most similar groups are Asians and North 

Africans.  Asians consistently have a lower occupational education rank for all seven 

census years.

These patterns are surprising, given France's economic and immigration policies.  

After the Second World War, until the late 1970s, high economic growth in France led to 

demand for more workers from abroad.  More than one million North Africans 

immigrated in the 1960s and 1970s, many of them from Algeria following the end of 

French rule.  In addition, between 1956 and 1967, approximately 235,000 Sephardic Jews 

from North Africa came to France, first because of France's withdrawal from its empire 

and second because of violence against Jews following the Six Day War.98  Many of 

98 Benbassa, Esther. The Jews of France:  A History from Antiquity to the Present. Princeton University 
Press: Princeton, 1999.
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these immigrants were not high-skilled; many of them were soldiers, not the white-collar 

professionals who make up the highest ranks of the occupational education ratings.  Thus, 

it is surprising that a relatively high percentage of North Africans held jobs with high 

levels of occupational education during this time.

In the 1970s, economic growth in France slowed, and immigration policies 

became more harsh, with the Pasqua laws of 1986 and 1993.  New immigrants were 

allowed through family reunification or as asylum seekers.  Illegal immigration became 

more common, and in 2006, the French Ministry of the Interior estimated that there were 

200,000 to 400,000 illegal immigrants in France, and it anticipates 80,000 to 100,000 

illegal immigrants to enter France each year.99

This would explain the dramatic decline in average occupational education for 

North Africans between 1975 and 1982.  The vast majority of family member coming to 

France for reunification were mostly wives and children; women might be less likely to 

have job skills and training for high-status occupations.  In addition, illegal immigrants' 

work opportunities are circumscribed:  they might be afraid to seek job training programs 

if they are unqualified, or, even if they are qualified for higher-status occupations, they 

might take a lower-status position if they think that it might make them less conspicuous.  

After the end of the American-Vietnamese War in 1975, a flood of Vietnamese 

refugees came to France, as did a large number of ethnic Chinese who were expelled 

from Vietnam in the 1970s.  Again, it is surprising that the occupational education of 

Asians during this period rose slightly, from 1975 to 1982.  Refugees could be expected 

to lower the average socioeconomic status, because they are accepted as immigrants 

99 Garcia, Antionio "Combien d'immigres clandestins en France?" Radio France International. April 13, 
2006.
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based only on their need for asylum, and not on their ability to perform work, or any 

specific job skills.  However, the ethnic Chinese in Vietnam were relatively educated, and 

many of the expelled Vietnamese were "bourgeois" and Westernized," and might 

therefore have an advantage in the job market that earlier waves of Chinese and 

Indochinese immigrants and migrants did not have.

In the 1980s and 1990s, rates of immigration were generally much lower than 

they had been in the 1960s and 1970s.  At the same time, immigrants arrived in waves 

from sub-Saharan Africa and East and Southeast Asia.  Rates of occupational prestige, 

for all groups, increase throughout the 1990s, and then decrease afterward.  There is no 

way to tell, in the 2006 sample, which data were culled in 2004 and which were taken 

from 2008.  Therefore, it is unclear if this is a long-term change across a decade, or 

possibly a short-term dip followed by a rise, or just an approximate average for 2004 and 

2006.
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IV. Conclusion

This chapter compared the socioeconomic statuses for sub-Saharan Africans, 

Asians, and North Africans in the post-colonial Hexagon.  I relied on French census data 

to construct an occupational education ranking for each year, and examined each census 

sample in depth.  Finally, I compared all three groups from the 1962 through the 2006 

sample.  This analysis revealed similarities and differences over time, some of them 

expected and others surprising.  

The composition of the immigrant population in France changed over time—it is 

unsurprising that the job opportunities and types of employment changed over time.  It is 

also unsurprising that the groups differ from each other in the types of employment they 

hold.  As the first chapter of this thesis explained, immigrants arrived from different post-

colonial regions, in several major waves, for a variety of reasons.  Refugees from post-

war Southeast Asia had different opportunities in the workforce compared to doctors, 

lawyers, and students who arrived from sub-Saharan Africa in earlier decades.

What is surprising is the fluctuation within each group from one year to the next.  

There is very little consistency over time.  However, since the type of immigrant—

economic as opposed to refugee, for example—changed over time, even within each 

category of regional origin, this can be explained.  There is divergence from one year to 

the next, but the patterns in occupational education merge from about 1982 to 2006.  This 

approximate merging suggests that, although they have very different backgrounds, in 

terms of region of origin, education, and motivations for immigrating, their opportunities 

in the workforce are about the same during this twenty-two year period.  

Ultimately, this chapter demonstrates the importance of comparing these three 

115



former colonial populations and their experience in France.  This is perhaps most 

significant in the case of East and Southeast Asians.  They are often ignored in scholarly 

work on immigration in France, overshadowed by North African and sometimes sub-

Saharan immigrants.  However, as this chapter illustrates, they are the most 

disadvantaged in terms of occupational education of all three groups, suggesting that they 

are at least as worthy of study as their counterparts from the African continent.  The fact 

that the patterns of occupational education status merge from 1975 to 2006 suggests that, 

in spite of their differences, all three groups shared similar experiences in terms of their 

employment opportunities.
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Chapter 3:  Assimilation and Exclusion at the Dawn of the

Twenty-First Century

I. Introduction

This chapter investigates the levels of assimilation in France of three different 

immigrant  groups: North Africans, sub-Saharan Africans, and Chinese and Southeast 

Asians.  Using education as a proxy for assimilation and work status as a proxy for 

inclusion/exclusion, this chapter will examine the relative ability of the members of each 

ethnic group to access opportunity in France.  By ability, I do not mean that some groups 

are more or less capable than others; instead, I investigate whether the perceptions of 

these groups elaborated in Chapter One and might impede their chances of securing full-

time employment.  

I will argue in this chapter that immigrant status alone does not determine the risk 

of low work status; however, it still plays a significant role.  I look both at non-citizen 

immigrants and current French citizens who originally held another citizenship.  I also 

separately examine men and women, in order to determine the extent to which gender 

differences have an impact on work-status.

This chapter builds on prior work on assimilation practice and rhetoric in France.  

Camiscioli and Rosenberg have demonstrated that non-European immigrants to France 

have been treated with more suspicion and have been viewed as "less assimilable" 

compared with European immigrants.100  Furthermore, there is almost universal 

100 Camiscioli, Elisa. Reproducing the French Race:  Immigration, Intimacy, and Embodiment in the Early  
Twentieth Century.  Durham:  Duke University Press, 2009. also Rosenberg, Clifford. 2006.  Policing 
Paris:  The Origins of Modern Immigration Control between the Wars.  Ithaca:  Cornell University 
Press, 2006.
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agreement in the scholarly literature that the most stigmatized and "least assimilable" 

immigrants are Muslims, especially North African Arabs.101

The Muslim-Arab immigration experience in France has received the most 

attention from the scholarly community, and the plight of other immigrants has been 

largely ignored.  However, Indochinese and sub-Saharan immigrants have also 

experienced discrimination and hardship in France, and the manner of their arrival is 

similar to that of many Muslim-Arabs:  mostly very young, single men, immigrating 

alone and often illegally, without their families.102

Despite these groups' comparability, they are viewed very differently by the 

French public.  Since the days of colonialism leading up to the present, the French have 

viewed Arab-Muslims as dangerous and barbaric.103  The Indochinese, on the other hand, 

were seen as passive and docile.104  Blacks were seen as barbaric, but less so than 

Arabs.105  Blacks in France have nonetheless been subject to discrimination and exclusion 

in France for many years .106  In recent years, blacks in France have begun to convert to 

101 Lorcin, Patricia. Imperial Identities:  Stereotyping, Prejudice and Race in Colonial Algeria.  New York: 
I.B. Tauris Publishers, 1995; Caldwell, Christopher. Reflections on the Revolution in Europe.  London:  
Doubleday, 2009; Camiscioli, Elisa. Reproducing the French Race:  Immigration, Intimacy, and 
Embodiment in the Early Twentieth Century.  Durham:  Duke University Press, 2009; McEnnerney, 
Dennis. “Frantz Fanon, the Resistance, and the Emergence of Identity Politics.”  The Color of Liberty:  
Histories of Race in France.  Susan Peabody and Tyler Stovall, editors.  Durham:  Duke University 
Press, 2003.  159-281.

102 Le Huu Khoa and Richard Pottier.  Asiatiques en France: Les expériences d'intégration locale.  Paris:  
L'Harmattan, 1995. also Gourevitch, Jean Paul.  L'Afrique, le Fric, la France:  l'Aide, la Dette, 
l'Immigration, l'Avenir:  Verites et Mensonges.  Paris:  Pre aux Clercs. 1997.

103 Lorcin 1995.
104 Camiscioli 2009.
105 McEnnerney, Dennis.  “Frantz Fanon, the Resistance, and the Emergence of Identity Politics.”  The 

Color of Liberty:  Histories of Race in France.  Susan Peabody and Tyler Stovall, editors.  Durham:  
Duke University Press, 2003.  159-281.

106 Fanon, Frantz.  Black Skin, White Masks. Charles Lam Markmann, ed. McGibbon & Kee Ltd: London, 
1968. also Auslander, Leora and Thomas C. Holt. “Sambo in Paris:  Race and Racism in the 
Iconography of the Everyday.”  The Color of Liberty:  Histories of Race in France.  Susan Peabody and 
Tyler Stovall, editors.  Durham:  Duke University Press, 2003.  147-184.
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Islam, and those who were already Muslim have become more radical.107  For this reason, 

blacks are increasingly seen as dangerous on the same level as Arabs.108  Southeast 

Asians, however, have not tended to convert to Islam, and are therefore seen as less 

dangerous—and are less stigmatized—than either African group.  

The Significance of Full-Time Work to an Understanding of Inequality

Employment status—full-time versus part-time, employed versus unemployed—

is a common metric in determining the extent of immigrants' opportunity in their new 

country.109  The reason for this is that working full-time brings benefits and job security, 

and part-time jobs do not.110  In general, socio-ecomonic opportunities differ by ethnicity, 

and gender, both in the United States and France.111  Viprey's research in France, as well 

as Zhou's work in the urban United States, suggests that the children of immigrants were 

less likely to have full-time employment compared to other, non-immigrant and non-

second generation workers.112  However, not all immigrants are created equal, and some 

107 Gourevitch 1997
108 Caldwell 2009
109 Hein, Jeremy. "Refugees, Immigrants, and the State." Annual Review of Sociology. Issue 19, 1993. pp. 

43-59.; Haines, D.W. "Patterns of Southeast Asian Refugee Employment." Ethnic Groups. Issue 7, 
1987. pp. 39-59.  

110  Buddelmeyer, Hielke, Gilles Mourre, and Melanie Ward-Warmedinger.  "Part-Time Work in EU           
Countries:  Labour Martket Mobility, Entry, and Exit."  Working Paper Series of the European Central 
Bank. 2005.

111 Haines, D.W. "Vietnamese Refugee Women in the U.S. Labor Force."  International Migration: The 
Female Experience. Simon, R.J. And C.B. Brettell, ed. Totowa: Rowman Allanheld, 1986. pp. 62-75.; 
Desbarats, J. "Ethnic Differences in Adaptation."  International Migration Review. Issue 20, 1986. pp. 
405-27.; Strand P.J., "Employment Predictors among Indochinese Refugees." International Migration 
Review. Issue 18, 1984. pp. 50-64.;  Strand, P.J. And W. Jones. 1985. Indochinese Refugees in 
America: Problems of Adaptation and Assimilation. Durham: Duke University Press, 1985.; Kibria, 
Nazli. "Power, Patriarchy, and Gender Conflict in the Vietnamese Immigrant Community." Gener and 
Society. Vol 4, No. 1, 1990. pp. 9-24.

112 Viprey, M. "La Non-Neutralite du Systeme d'Emploi a l'Egard des Enfants de Parents Migrants." Ville-
Ecole-Integration. 1998. vol. 13. pp. 98-115; Zhou, M. "Progress, Decline, Stagnation? The New 
Second Generation Comes of Age." Strangers at the Gates:  New Immigrants in Urban America. R 
Waldinger, ed. Berkeley: University of California Press, 2001. pp. 272-307.
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immigrant groups have a comparative advantage.  For example, Indochinese refugees in 

the United States tend to spend less time unemployed or in part-time work compared to 

other immigrants.113  In addition,  as of 2003, North Africans in France were more likely 

than any other immigrant group to remain unemployed after four years of leaving school, 

suggesting the effect of perceptions on hiring decisions.114

All this prior research indicates that work-status is an important factor in any 

portrayal of ethnic inequality in France, as well as the United States.  In addition, they 

demonstrate that a comparative perspective is necessary as well.  Immigrants, especially 

from third-world countries wracked by political upheaval, have a disadvantage in the job 

market compared to native-born citizens.  Their children experience disadvantage as well. 

At the same time, some immigrants fair better than others, such as Vietnamese 

immigrants in the United States.  

Education as a Means and Measure of Assimilation

In the social sciences, structural assimilation theorists, most notably Milton 

Gordon, posit that education facilitates assimilation by (forcibly) exposing immigrants to 

native language, culture, and people.115  While this theory has received much criticism for 

its bias towards a microsocial account of social processes, it it is still widely respected by 

scholars of immigration and inequality.116

French policy-makers, attempting to modernize rural France in the late nineteenth 

113 Caplan, N., J.K. Whitmore, and M.H. Choy. The Boat People and Achievement. Ann Arbor: University 
of Michigan Press, 1989.

114 Simon, Patrick. 2003.  "France and the Unknown Second Generation:  Preliminary Results on Social 
Mobility."  International Migration Review. Vol 37, Issue 4, 2003. pp. 1091-1119. 

115 Gordon, M. Assimilation in American Life. New York, Oxford University Press: 1964.
116 Alba, Richard and Victor Nee. "Rethinking Assimilation Theory for a New Era of Immigration." 

International Migration Review. Vol. 31, no. 4, 2012. pp. 826-874.
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century, thought of education as a force for assimilation.117  Secularism in the French 

education system, as originally conceived in the late nineteenth century, “requires a 

secular attitude of its teachers and curriculum...Secularism as defined by the [nineteenth 

century laws regarding secularism in education]...[was] a means for a variety of opinions 

and beliefs to coexist while maximizing liberty and equality.”118  Since that time, the 

French schoolhouse has become a sight of inclusion and exclusion.  In various epochs, 

Catholicism and Judaism were targeted for specific exclusion.  It is widely believed 

among scholars of modern France that contemporary policies on secularism in education 

are intended to exclude Muslims. The recent ban on headscarves in schools tells Arab 

girls to leave their religion at home, because it was foreign to French culture, in particular 

its notions of secularism.119

Southeast Asians, on the other hand, have not been targeted for their clothing 

choices, but they are viewed by their teachers as less attentive and generally less capable 

than their French peers.120  Thus, all three immigrant groups face prejudice in the 

schoolroom: North Africans, who are mostly Muslim, and Sub-Saharan Africans who are 

often Muslim, are banned from the most visible physical display of their religious culture; 

Southeast Asian students, meanwhile, must content with teachers who have a low opinion 

of their abilities.

117 Weber, Eugen. Peasants into Frenchmen: The Modernization of Rural France, 1870-1914. Stanford: 
Stanford University Press, 1976.

118 Tévanian, Pierre. “A Conservative Revolution within Secularism: The Ideological Premises and Social 
Effects of the March 15, 2004, 'Anti-Headscarf' Law.” Naomi Baldinger, trans. Frenchness and the 
African Diaspora:  Identity and Uprising in Contemporary France.  Tshimanga, Charles, Didier 
Gondola, and Peter J. Bloom, ed. Indiana University Press:  Indianapolis, 2009. pp. 187-204. p. 190.

119 Caldwell, Christopher, Christopher. Reflections on the Revolution in Europe. London: Doubleday, 
2009. also Killian, Caitlin. "The Other Side of the Veil: North African Women in France Respond to 
the Headscarf Affair." Gender and Society. Vol. 17, no. 4, 2003. pp. 567-590.

120 Le Huu Khoa and Richard Pottier. Asiatiques en France: Les Experiences d'Integration Locale. Paris: 
L'Harmattan, 1995.
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This chapter accepts the presumption of both nineteenth-century French policy-

makers and structural assimilation theorists that education facilitates immigrants' 

assimilation into their host society.  Therefore, all groups who have the same level of 

education should have an equal level of opportunity.  However, if immigrants from 

different groups but with the same level of education have differing probabilities of full-

time employment, then it is reasonable to assume that they are facing discrimination in 

the work-force.  They are, after all, equally qualified, and, because they all have a French 

education, they should be seen as equal candidates in the eyes of potential employers.

It is important to note that I do not advocate assimilation as the preferred outcome 

of the immigrant experience.  Many scholars have critiqued assimilation as a goal in 

immigration policy.121  However, I agree with Alba and Nee that, whatever its problems, 

assimilation is a useful conceptual tool.  It allows us to test the limits of acceptance 

within the host society:  one cannot assimilate unless he or she is given the opportunity to 

do so.  In France, the French state, as well as French citizens, prefer assimilation as a goal 

for immigrants, and hope that they will eventually "become" French.122  For these reasons 

(conceptual utility, societal and governmental pressure on immigrants), I proceed as 

though assimilation were the outcome of a French education; furthermore, the more 

education an individual has received, the more assimilated (in theory) they would be.

121 Lambert, Wallace E., Fathali M. Moghaddam, Jean Sorin, and Simone Sorin. "Assimilation vs. 
Multiculturalism: Views from a Community in France." Sociological Forum. Vol. 5, No. 3, 1990. pp. 
389-411.; Rumbaut, Ruben G. "Paradoxes (and Orthodoxies) of Assimilation." Sociological 
Perspectives, vol. 40, no. 3, 1997. pp. 483-511., 

122 Lambert 1990.
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Methodology

Sample Characteristics

This is the same sample that I used for the 2006 occupational education analysis 

in Chapter Three.  As I explained in Chapter Two, the 2006 French census is a 33.0% 

sample.  It is generated by IPUMS-International from the 2004 and 2008 French 

censuses.  However, I applied additional restrictions to this sample.  As I did for the 

analysis for Chapter Three, I limited the sample to immigrants from either North Africa, 

sub-Saharan Africa, and Asia (either Chinese, or from the countries of former Indochina: 

Laos, Cambodia, and Vietnam).  In addition, I only included employed adults between 

the ages of 18 and 60, and who have a high school degree (but no education beyond high 

school). 

Method of Analysis

I employed multilogit regression analysis.  The dependent variable is “work 

status”, a dichotomous variable that I recoded from the original “hrsfull” variable in the 

harmonized French census data available through IPUMS-International.  The new 

variable is coded 0 “Employed part-time” and 1 “Employed full-time.”  In addition, I 

introduce control variables for education (recoded from the variable educfr as educ: 0 “no 

school”, 1 “high school or less”, 2 “more than high school”), age, urban status (1 "urban", 

2 "rural"), marital status (1 "single, ", 2 "married", recoded from the marst variable in 

IPUMS-International), and parent status (0 "not a parent, or does not have a child living 

in the household", 1 "parent, with children living in the household", recoded from the 

"nchild"/"number of children in the household" variable in IPUMS-International).  I ran 
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separate analyses for nine different samples:  “Naturalized French citizen men”, 

“Naturalized French citizen women”, “Naturalized French citizens of both genders”, 

“Non-citizen men”, “Non-citizen women”, “Non-citizens of both genders”, “Men of both 

citizenship statuses”, “Women of both citizenship statuses”, “People of both citizenship 

statuses and both genders.”  For all analyses, I include all three immigrant groups in the 

model, and exclude native (non-naturalized) French citizens as the comparison group.  

The analyses in this chapter do not distinguish between individuals who were born 

French citizens in the colonies and those who were born French citizens in the Hexagon. 

They are both included in the comparison group.

There is a logic to separating out these populations.  Research in other European 

countries has revealed gender differences in employment opportunity.  For example, male 

immigrants in Germany are the least likely to find employment, and the first to lose their 

jobs.123  Furthermore, researchers in Canada found that, for immigrant women who 

arrived as adults, living in ethnic enclaves harmed their potential for future earnings.  The 

same study found that the population most at risk for poor employment opportunities was 

high-skilled immigrant males.124  In addition, women of all populations in industrial 

Western nations are more likely than men to hold part-time jobs.125  Finally, an analysis 

of the 1999 French census revealed that, in the French population as a whole, men and 

women make the transition to adulthood (parenthood, marriage educational attainment, 

and working status) at different rates.126  All of these studies indicate the significance of 

123 Kogan, Irena. "Last Hired, First Fired? The Unemployment Dyanmics of Male Workers in Germany." 
European Sociological Review. Vol. 20, No. 5, 2004. pp. 445-461.

124 Warman, Casey. "Ethnic Enclaves and Immigrant Earnings Growth." The Canadian Journal of 
Economics. Vol. 40, No. 2, 2007. pp. 401-422.

125 Rosenfeld, Rachel A. And Gunn Elisabeth Birkelund. "Women's Part-Time Work: A Cross-National 
Comparison." European Sociological Review. Vol. 11, No. 2, 1995. pp. 111-134.

126 Winklter-Dworak, Maria and Laurent Toulemon. "Gender Differences in the Transition to Adulthood in 
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gender differences to an understanding of employment opportunities among immigrants 

as well as non-immigrants.  In addition, the study in France indicates the significance of 

including age in an analysis of workforce participation.

Besides examining gender separately, I examine citizenship status as well.  

Citizens include those who were born in France, but attained French citizenship upon 

reaching their majority, or through naturalization by other means even though they were 

born outside of France.  Whether they were born in France or naturalized via plenary 

adoption, through meeting the residency requirement (five years of habitual residence in 

France), through parentage, or through marriage, naturalization suggests a higher level of 

access to French culture or local social networks through their French contacts, as well as 

increased familiarity with the French language.127  All of these things are conducive to 

increased employment opportunities compared to non-naturalized immigrants.   

However, this does not always mean that second-generation immigrants have the same 

employment opportunities as native-born workers.  In Western European countries, 

second generation immigrants are more likely than other populations to be affected by 

unemployment and restricted work opportunities.128

For these reasons, I first examine the population as a whole, and then I divide it 

into analyses by gender and citizenship status.  There are clear differences among these 

groups' work status outcomes that bear out this decision (although no difference among 

France: Is There Convergence over the Recent Period?" European Journal of Population. Vol. 23, No. 
3/4, 2007. pp. 273-314.

127 Civil Code of France, Article 343.; Vink, Maarten P. And Gerard Rene de Groot. "Birthright 
Citizenship: Trends and Regulation in Europe. EUDO Citizenship Observatory. 2010.; Le civil des 
Français, Article 21-17.; "Nationalité Français." Consulate-Gneral of France in New York. 
Www.diplomatie.gouv.fr.

128 Schierup, Carl-Ulrik. "The Immigrants and the Crisis." Acta Sociologica, Vol. 28, No. 1, 1985. pp. 21-
33.
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them would also have been an interesting finding).

Population characteristics129

1. Naturalized French citizens

In the tables that follow, I present the number of naturalized individuals in each 

immigrant group that belong to each work status, gender, age category, urban status, 

marital status, and parent status. 

Table 1. Work status for naturalized French citizens
Group Total

Work Status North African Sub-Saharan African Asian
Unemployed 21,840

(45.35%)
[81.57%]

3,161
(47.76%)
[11.81%]

1,775
(35.16%)
[6.63%]

26,776
[100.01%*]

Employed 
Part-Time

4,768
(9.90%)
[78.71%]

  731
(11.04%)
[12.07%]

559
(11.07%)
[9.23%]

6,058
[100.00%]

Employed 
Full-Time

21,546
(44.74%)
[79.84%]

 2,727
(41.20%)
[10.10%]

2,714
(53.76%)
[10.06%]

26,987
[100.00%]

Total 48,154
(99.99%*)

6,619
(100.00%)

5,048
(99.99%*)

59,821
[100.00%]

Numbers in parentheses are percent of members of each ethnic group who fall into each 
worth status category.
Numbers in brackets are percent of members of each wortk status category who fall into 
each ethnic group.
Totals with asterisks do not equal 100% because they are artifacts of rounding.

129 Note that, although the table here presents age categories, the analyses in Chapter Four use a continuous 
age variable.
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Table 2. Age range for naturalized French citizens
Group Total

Age range North African Sub-Saharan African Asian
18-30 21,707

(44.08%)
[77.84%]

4,163
(62.89%)
[14.93%]

2,017
(39.96%)
[7.23%]

27,887
[100.00%]

31-40 8,748
(18.17%)
[72.07]

1,465
(22.13%)
[12.07%]

1,925
(38.13%)
[15.86%]

12,138
[100.00%]

41-50 11,626
(24.14%)
[90.60%]

523
(7.90%)
[4.08%]

683
(13.53%)
[5.32%]

12,832
[100.00%]

51-60 6,073
(12.61%)
[87.21%]

468
(7.07%)
[6.72%]

 423
(11.08%)
[6.07%]

6,964
[100.00%]

Total 48,154
(99.00%*)

6,619
(99.99%*)

 5,048
(100.00%)

59,821
[100.00%]

Numbers in parentheses are percent of members of each ethnic group who fall into each 
age category.
Numbers in brackets are percent of members of each age category who fall into each 
ethnic group.
Totals with asterisks do not equal 100% because they are artifacts of rounding.

Table 3. Gender distribution for naturalized French citizens
Group Total

Gender North African Sub-Saharan African Asian
Men 24,889

(51.69%)
[81.36%]

3,116
(47.08%)
[10.19%]

 2,588
(51.27%)
[8.46%]

30,593
[100.01%*]

Women 23,265
(48.31%)
[79.60%]

3,503
(52.92%)
[11.99%]

2,460
(48.73%)
[8.42%]

29,228
[100.00%]

Total 48,154
(100.00%)

6,619
(100.00%)

5,048
(100.00%)

59,821
[100.01%*]

Numbers in parentheses are percent of members of each ethnic group who fall into each 
gender category.
Numbers in brackets are percent of members of each gender category who fall into each 
ethnic group.
Totals with asterisks do not equal 100% because they are artifacts of rounding.
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Table 4. Urban status for naturalized French citizens
Group Total

Urban status North African Sub-Saharan African Asian
Rural 1,733

(3.60%)
[85.41%]

136
(2.05%)
[6.70%]

 160
(3.17%)
[7.89%]

2,029
[100.00%]

Urban 46,421
(96.40%)
[80.32%]

6,483
(97.95%)
[11.22%]

4,888
(96.83%)
[8.46%]

57,792
[100.00%]

Total 48,154
(100.00%)

6,619
(100.00%)

5,048
(100.00%)

59,821
[100.00%]

Numbers in parentheses are percent of members of each ethnic group who fall into each 
urban status category.
Numbers in brackets are percent of members of each urban status category who fall into 
each ethnic group.

Table 5. Marital status for naturalized French citizens

Group Total

Urban status North African Sub-Saharan African Asian

Married 22,961
(47.68%)
[76.50%]

4,527
(68.39%)
[15.08%]

2,528
(50.08%)
[8.42%]

30,016
[100.00%]

Single 25,193
(52.32%)
[84.53%]

2,092
(31.61%)
[7.02%]

2,520
(49.92%)
[8.45%]

29,805
[100.00%]

Total 48,154
(100.00%)

6,619
(100.00%)

5,048
(100.00%)

59,821
[100.00%]

Numbers in parentheses are percent of members of each ethnic group who fall into each 
marital status category.
Numbers in brackets are percent of members of each marital status category who fall 
into each ethnic group.
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Table 6. Parent status for naturalized French citizens

Group Total

Parent status North African Sub-Saharan African Asian

Parent 24,574
(51.03%)
[78.91%]

3,931
(59.39%)
[12.62%]

2,636
(52.22%)
[8.46%]

31,141
[99.99%*]

Non-parent 23,580
(48.97%)
[82.22%]

 2,688
(40.61%)
[9.37%]

2,412
(47.78%)
[8.41%]

28,680
[100.00%]

Total 48,154
(100.00%)

6,619
(100.00%)

5,048
(100.00%)

59,821
[100.00%]

Numbers in parentheses are percent of members of each ethnic group who fall into each 
parent status category.
Numbers in brackets are percent of members of each parent status category who fall into 
each ethnic group.
Totals with asterisks do not equal 100% because they are artifacts of rounding.

2.Non-citizens

In the tables that follow, I present the number of non-citizens in each immigrant 

group that belong to each work status, gender, age category, urban status, marital status,  

and parent status.

Table 7. Work status for non-citizens

Group Total

Work Status North African Sub-Saharan African Asian

Unemployed 12,776
(47.70%)
[82.13%]

2,297
(53.71%)
[14.77%]

483
(33.24%)
[3.10%]

15,556
[100.00%]

Employed Part-
Time

2,175
(8.12%)

[76.18%]

506
(11.83%)
[17.72%]

174
(11.98%)
[6.09%]

2,855
[99.99%*]

Employed Full-
Time

11,832
(44.18%)
[83.90%]

1,474
(34.46%)
[10.45%]

796
(54.78%)
[5.64%]

14,102
[99.99%*]

Total 26,783
(100.00%)

4,277
(100.00%)

1,453
(100.00%)

32,513
[100.00%]

Numbers in parentheses are percent of members of each ethnic group who fall into each 
work status category.
Numbers in brackets are percent of members of each work status category who fall into 
each ethnic group.
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Table 8. Age range for non-citizens
Group Total

Age range North African Sub-Saharan African Asian

18-30 8,226
(30.71%)
[68.02%]

2,913
(68.11%)
[24.09%]

954
(65.66%)
[7.89%]

12,093
[100.00%]

31-40 5,315
(19.84%)
[81.18%]

858
(20.06%)
[13.11%]

374
(25.74%)
[5.71%]

6,547
[100.00%]

41-50 7,541
(28.16%)
[95.64%]

259
(6.1%)
[3.28%]

85
(5.85%)
[1.08%]

7,885
[100.00%]

51-60 5,701
(21.29%)
[91.81%]

247
(5.76%)
[7.11%]

40
(2.75%)
[1.08%]

5,988
[100.00%]

Total 26,783
(100.00%)

4,277
(100.00%)

1,453
(100.00%)

32,513
[100.00%]

Numbers in parentheses are percent of members of each ethnic group who fall into each 
age category.
Numbers in brackets are percent of members of each age category who fall into each 
ethnic group.

Table 9. Gender distribution for non-citizens
Group Total

Gender North African Sub-Saharan African Asian
Men 16,649

(62.16%)
[85.52%]

2,005
(46.88%)
[10.30%]

815
(56.09%)
[4.19%]

19,469
[100.01%]

Women 10,134
(37.84%)
[77.69%]

2,272
(53.12%)
[17.42]

638
(43.91%)

[4.89]

13,044
[100.00%]

Total 26,783
(100.00%)

4,277
(100.00%)

1,453
(100.00%)

32,513
[100.00%]

Numbers in parentheses are percent of members of each ethnic group who fall into each 
gender category.
Numbers in brackets are percent of members of each gender category who fall into each 
ethnic group.
Totals with asterisks do not equal 100% because they are artifacts of rounding.
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Table 10. Urban status for non-citizens
Group Total

Urban status North African Sub-Saharan African Asian
Urban 942

(3.52%)
[93.64%]

46
(1.08%)
[4.57%]

18
(1.79%)
[2.31%]

1,006
[100.00%]

Rural 25,841
(96.48%)
[82.02%]

4,231
(98.92%)
[13.43%]

1,435
(98.76%)
[4.55%]

31,507
[100.00%]

Total 26,783
(100.00%)

4,277
(100.00%)

1,453
(100.00%)

32,513
[100.00%]

Numbers in parentheses are percent of members of each ethnic group who fall into each 
urban status category.
Numbers in brackets are percent of members of each urban status category who fall into 
each ethnic group.

Table 11. Marital status for non-citizens
Group Total

Marital status North African Sub-Saharan African Asian
Married 10,714

(40.00%)
[72.07%]

3,197
(81.03%)
[21.50%]

956
(65.79%)
[6.43%]

14,867
[100.00%]

Single 16,069
(81.60%)
[91.06%]

1,080
(25.25%)
[6.12%]

497
(16.86%)
[2.82%]

17,646
[100.00%]

Total 26,783
(100.00%)

4,277
(100.00%)

1,453
(100.00%)

32,513
[100.00%]

Numbers in parentheses are percent of members of each ethnic group who fall into each 
marital status category.
Numbers in brackets are percent of members of each marital status category who fall 
into each ethnic group.
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Table 12. Parent status for non-citizens
Group Total

Parent status North African Sub-Saharan African Asian
Parent 11,647

(43.49%)
[77.38%]

2,554
(59.71%)
[16.97%]

851
(58.57%)
[5.65%]

15,052
[100.00%]

Non-parent 15,136
(56.51%)
[86.68%]

1,723
(40.29%)
[9.87%]

602
(41.43%)
[3.45%]

17,461
[100.00%]

Total 26,783
(100.00%)

4,277
(100.00%)

1,453
(100.00%)

32,513
[100.00%]

3. Native-born French citizens

In the tables that follow, I present the number of native-born French citizens who 

belong to each work status, gender, age category, urban status, marital status, and 

parent status for native-born French citizens. 

Table 13. Work status for native-born French citizens
Work status Number of French citizens in each category
Unemployed 1,963,727

(32.71%)
Employed Part-time 686,437

(11.43%)
Employed Full-time 3,353,245

(55.86%)
Total 6,003,409

(100.00%)
Numbers in parentheses are percent of native-born French citizens who fall into each 
work status category.
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Table 14. Age range for native-born French citizens
Age range Number of French citizens in each category

18-30 1,930,774
(32.16%)

31-40 1,361,758
(22.68%)

41-50 1,408,516
(23.46%)

51-60 1,302,361
(21.69%)

Total 6,003,409
(100.00%)

Numbers in parentheses are percent of native-born French citizens who fall into each 
age category.

Table 15. Gender distribution for native-born French citizens
Gender Number of French citizens in each category

Men 3,131,878
(52.17%)

Women 2,871,531
(47.83%)

Total 6,003,409
(100.00%)

Numbers in parentheses are percent of native-born French citizens who fall into each 
gender category.

Table 16. Urban status for native-born French citizens
Urban status Number of French citizens in each category

Urban 1,495,633
(24.91%)

Rural 4,507,776
(75.09%)

Total 6,003,409
(100.00%)

Numbers in parentheses are percent of native-born French citizens who fall into each 
urban status category.
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Table 17. Marital status for native-born French citizens
Marital status Number of French citizens in each category

Married 2,938,139
(48.94%)

Single 3,065,270
(51.06%)

Total 6,003,409
(100.00%)

Numbers in parentheses are percent of native-born French citizens who fall into each 
marital status category.

Table 18. Parent status for native-born French citizens
Parent status Number of French citizens in each category

Parent 3,319,359
(55.29%)

Non-parent 2,684,050
(44.71%)

Total 6,003,409
(100.00%)

Numbers in parentheses are percent of native-born French citizens who fall into each 
parent status category.
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II. Naturalized French Citizens

Both Genders

Table 19. Multilogit regression analysis for Work status, Both Genders with French Citizenship

Variable Relative risk ratios--unemployed Relative risk ratios—employed 
part-time

North African 1.692***
(0.018)

1.015
(0.018)

Sub-Saharan African 1.723***
(0.050)

1.174**
(0.055)

Asian 1.061*
(0.037)

0.973
(0.050)

Age 0.992***
(0.000)

0.987***
(0.000)

Urban 1.381***
(0.003)

1.020***
(0.003)

Marital Status 0.938***
(0.002)

1.248***
(0.005)

Parent Status 0.430***
(0.001)

1.008*
(0.003)

R^2 0.0285***
Notes: Numbers in parentheses are standard errors
*p < .05 **p < .01 ***p < .001
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Part-time employment, naturalized citizens of both genders

Sub-Saharan Africans have a higher risk of working part-time, as opposed to full-

time, compared to native-born French citizens.  There is no statistically significant 

difference between the risk of working part-time for either North Africans or Asians 

compared to native-born French citizens.  Immigrant citizens have a slightly greater risk 

of working part-time compared to native-born French citizens of the same age.  In urban 

regions, immigrants have a slightly greater risk of working part-time and immigrant 

parents also have a slightly greater risk of working part-time compared to immigrant 

parents.  Marital status appears to have a larger effect than any other factor:  married 

immigrants have a 20% increased risk of working part-time compared to married native-

born French citizens.

Unemployment, naturalized citizens of both genders

Members of both African immigrant groups have a far higher risk of 

unemployment, as opposed to full-time employment, compared to native-born French 

citizens.  Age and marital status do not appear to have any effect on the risk of 

unemployment.  However, in urban regions, immigrants have a 40% higher risk of 

unemployment compared to native-born French citizens, while immigrant parents have a 

while immigrant parents have a 40% lower risk of unemployment compared to native-

born French citizen parents.  
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Women

Table 20. Multilogit regression analysis for Work status, Women with French Citizenship

Variable Relative risk ratios--unemployed Relative risk ratios—employed 
part-time

North African 1.636***
(0.027)

0.927**
(0.021)

Sub-Saharan African 1.330***
(0.055)

0.857*
(0.051)

Asian 0.981
(0.048)

0.798**
(0.053)

Age 0.985***
(0.000)

0.987***
(0.000)

Urban 1.205***
(0.004)

0.987***
(0.003)

Marital Status 1.093***
(0.004)

1.436***
(0.007)

Parent Status 0.601***
(0.002)

1.222***
(0.005)

R^2 0.0183***
Notes: Numbers in parentheses are standard errors
*p < .05 **p < .01 ***p < .001
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Part-time employment, naturalized citizen women

Naturalized citizen women from all three immigrant groups have a lower risk of 

working part-time, as opposed to full-time, compared to native-born Frenchwomen.  

Immigrant citizen women have a slightly lower risk of working part-time compared to 

native-born French citizen women of the same age, and in urban regions naturalized 

citizen women have a lower risk of part-time employment compared to native-born 

French citizen women.  Naturalized women have a slightly lower risk of working part-

time compared to native-born Frenchwomen of the same age, and in urban regions, 

women have a lower risk of working part-time than Frenchwomen.  Naturalized citizen 

wives have a higher risk for unemployment than native-born French citizen wives, while 

naturalized citizen mothers have a higher risk of unemployment compared to native-born 

French citizen mothers. 

Unemployment, naturalized citizen women

Women from  both African groups have a higher risk of unemployment, as 

opposed to full-time employment, compared to native-born Frenchwomen.  Naturalized 

citizen women have a slightly lower risk of unemployment compared to native-born 

Frenchwomen of the same age, and naturalized citizen women in urban regions have a 

slightly lower risk of unemployment than native-born Frenchwomen.  Naturalized citizen 

wives have a higher risk of unemployment compared to native-born French citizen wives, 

and naturalized citizen mothers have a higher risk of unemployment compared to native-

born French citizen mothers. 
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Men

Table 21. Multilogit regression analysis for Work status, Men with French Citizenship

Variable Relative risk ratios--unemployed Relative risk ratios—employed 
part-time

North African 1.878***
(0.030)

1.564***
(0.049)

Sub-Saharan African 2.085***
(0.090)

1.779***
(0.144)

Asian 1.135*
(0.0586)

1.567***
(0.139)

Age 1.004***
(0.000)

0.992***
(0.000)

Urban 1.538***
(0.005)

1.193***
(0.008)

Marital Status 0.719***
(0.003)

0.566***
(0.005)

Parent Status 0.225***
(0.001)

0.442***
(0.003)

R^2 0.0809***
Notes: Numbers in parentheses are standard errors
*p < .05 **p < .01 ***p < .001
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Part-time employment, naturalized citizen men

Naturalized citizen men from all three immigrant groups have a far higher risk of 

working part-time, as opposed to full-time, compared to native-born French citizen men.  

Naturalized citizen men have a slightly higher risk of part-time employment compared to 

native-born Frenchmen of the same age.  In urban regions, naturalized men have a higher 

risk of working part-time compared to native-born Frenchmen.  Naturalized husbands 

have a far lower risk of working part-time compared to native-born French citizen 

husbands, and naturalized citizen fathers have an even lower risk of part-time 

employment compared to native-born French citizen fathers.  

Unemployment, naturalized citizen men

Naturalized citizen men from both African immigrant groups have a very high 

risk of unemployment compared to native-born French citizen men, while naturalized 

citizen Asian men have a slightly higher risk of unemployment than native-born French 

citizen men.  Naturalized citizen men in general have a slightly higher risk of 

unemployment compared to native-born Frenchmen of the same age.  In urban regions, 

naturalized citizen men have a far higher risk of unemployment compared to native-born 

Frenchmen, while naturalized husbands have a lower lower risk of unemployment 

compared to native-born French husbands.  Finally, naturalized fathers have a far lower 

risk of unemployment compared to native-born French citizen fathers.
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III. Non-Citizens

Both Genders

Table 22. Multilogit regression analysis for Work status,  Both Genders, Non-citizens

Variable Relative risk ratios--unemployed Relative risk ratios—employed 
part-time

North African 1.916***
(0.029)

0.876***
(0.022)

Sub-Saharan African 1.727***
(0.067)

1.475***
(0.085)

Asian 0.749***
(0.048)

0.931
(0.087)

Age 0.970***
(0.000)

0.987***
(0.000)

Urban 1.291***
(0.003)

1.022***
(0.003)

Marital Status 1.073***
(0.003)

1.253***
(0.005)

Parent Status 0.348***
(0.001)

0.995
(0.003)

R^2 0.0608***
Notes: Numbers in parentheses are standard errors
*p < .05 **p < .01 ***p < .001
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Part-time employment, non-citizens of both genders

Sub-Saharan African non-citizens have a far higher risk of working part-time, as 

opposed to full-time, compared to native-born French citizens, whereas North African 

non-citizens have a slightly lower risk of part-time employment than native-born French 

citizens.  Non-citizens have a slightly lower risk of working part-time compared to 

native-born French citizens of the same age.  In urban regions, non-citizens have a 

slightly higher risk of part-time employment compared to native-born French citizens.  

Finally, married non-citizens have a higher risk of part-time employment compared to 

married native-born French citizens.

Unemployment, non-citizens of both genders

Non-citizens of both African groups have a far higher risk of unemployment 

compared to native-born French citizens, while Asians have a lower risk of 

unemployment than native-born French citizens.  Non-citizens have a slightly lower risk 

of unemployment compared to native-born French citizens of the same age.  In urban 

regions, non-citizens have a higher risk of unemployment compared to native-born 

French citizens, and married non-citizens also have a higher risk of unemployment than 

native-born French citizens.  Non-citizen parents have a far lower risk of unemployment 

compared to native-born French citizen parents.
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Women

Table 23. Multilogit regression analysis for Work status, Non-citizen women

Variable Relative risk ratios--unemployed Relative risk ratios—employed 
part-time

North African 0.404***
(0.014)

0.363***
(0.010)

Sub-Saharan African 0.760***
(0.054)

0.684***
(0.038)

Asian 1.031
(0.139)

1.23*
(0.122)

Age 1.021***
(0.000)

1.036***
(0.000)

Urban 0.794***
(0.003)

0.879***
(0.003)

Marital Status 1.233***
(0.006)

0.848***
(0.003)

Parent Status 2.567***
(0.010)

2.098***
(0.003)

R^2 0.0485***
Notes: Numbers in parentheses are standard errors
*p < .05 **p < .01 ***p < .001
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Part-time employment, non-citizen women

Non-citizen women from both African groups have a lower risk of unemployment 

than native-born French citizen women.  Non-citizen women have a slightly higher risk 

of unemployment compared to native-born Frenchwomen of the same age.  In urban 

regions, non-citizen women have a lower risk of part-time employment compared to 

native-born Frenchwomen, while non-citizen wives have a higher risk of part-time 

employment than native-born French wives.  In addition, non-citizen mothers have a far 

higher risk of part-time employment compared to native-born French citizen mothers.

Unemployment, non-citizen women

As with part-time employment, non-citizen women from both African groups 

have a lower risk of unemployment compared to native-born French citizen women, and 

the difference in risk for North African women is twice as low.  Non-citizen women have 

a slightly higher risk of unemployment compared to native-born Frenchwomen of the 

same age.  In urban regions, non-citizen women have a lower risk of unemployment than 

native-born Frenchwomen, but non-citizen wives have a higher risk of unemployment 

than native-born French wives.  Finally, non-citizen mothers have a far higher risk of 

unemployment compared to native-born French mothers.
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Men

Table 24. Multilogit regression analysis for Work status, Non-citizen men

Variable Relative risk ratios--unemployed Relative risk ratios—employed 
part-time

North African 2.048***
(0.043)

1.685***
(0.068)

Sub-Saharan African 1.846***
(0.105)

2.195***
(0.212)

Asian 0.736**
(0.069)

1.503**
(0.222)

Age 0.977***
(0.000)

0.990***
(0.000)

Urban 1.402***
(0.004)

1.172***
(0.008)

Marital Status 0.891***
(0.004)

0.565***
(0.005)

Parent Status 0.185***
(0.001)

0.424***
(0.003)

R^2 0.1152***
Notes: Numbers in parentheses are standard errors
*p < .05 **p < .01 ***p < .001
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Part-time employment, non-citizen men

Non-citizen men from all three immigrant groups have a far higher risk of 

working part-time compared to native-born French citizens, and Sub-Saharan Africans 

have the highest difference in risk.  Non-citizen men have a slightly lower risk of part-

time work compared to native-born Frenchmen of the same age.  In urban regions, non-

citizen men have a higher risk of working part-time compared to native-born Frenchmen.  

However,  Non-citizen husbands have a lower risk of part-time work compared to native-

born French husbands and non-citizen fathers have a far lower risk of working part-time 

than native-born French fathers.

Unemployment, non-citizen men

For men, there are dramatic differences in the risk of unemployment compared to 

the native-born French population.  Asians have a lower risk of unemployment compared 

to native-born Frenchmen, while men from  both African groups have a far higher risk of 

unemployment compared to native-born Frenchmen.  However, the difference in risk for 

Sub-Saharan Africans is much higher than the difference in risk for North Africans.  

Non-citizen immigrant men have a slightly lower risk for unemployment compared to 

native-born Frenchmen of the same age.  In urban regions, non-citizen immigrant men 

have a higher risk for unemployment than native-born Frenchmen.  Non-citizen 

immigrant husbands have a lower risk of unemployment than native-born French 

husbands, and non-citizen immigrant fathers have a far lower risk of unemployment 

compared to native-born French fathers.  The difference in risk for fathers is far greater 

than it is for husbands.
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IV. Gender comparisons

Figure 7: Gender distribution
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Table 25. Work status results for Naturalized citizens, by Gender
Employed part-time

Variable Women Men
North African 0.927**

(0.021)
1.564***
(0.049)

Sub-Saharan African 0.857*
(0.051)

1.779***
(0.144)

Asian 0.798**
(0.053)

1.567***
(0.139)

Age 0.987***
(0.000)

0.992***
(0.000)

Urban 0.987***
(0.003)

1.193***
(0.008)

Marital Status 1.436***
(0.007)

0.566***
(0.005)

Parent Status 1.222***
(0.005)

0.442***
(0.003)

Unemployed
Variable Women Men

North African 1.636***
(0.027)

1.878***
(0.030)

Sub-Saharan African 1.330***
(0.055)

2.085***
(0.090)

Asian 0.981
(0.048)

1.135*
(0.0586)

Age 0.985***
(0.000)

1.004***
(0.000)

Urban 1.205***
(0.004)

1.538***
(0.005)

Marital Status 1.093***
(0.004)

0.719***
(0.003)

Parent Status 0.601***
(0.002)

0.225***
(0.001)

Notes: Numbers in parentheses are standard errors
*p < .05 **p < .01 ***p < .001
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Part-time employment

Naturalized men have a far higher risk of part-time employment compared to 

native-born French citizen men, but naturalized women have a lower risk than native-

born Frenchwomen.  Naturalized citizens of both genders have a slightly lower risk of 

working part-time compared to native-born French citizens of the same gender.  In urban 

regions, while naturalized women have a slightly lower risk of part-time employment 

compared to native-born Frenchwomen, naturalized men have a far higher risk of 

working part-time than native-born Frenchmen.  Naturalized wives have a higher risk of 

working part-time compared to native-born French wives, but naturalized husbands have 

a much lower risk of part-time employment than native-born French husbands.  Finally, 

naturalized mothers have a higher risk of working part-time compared to native-born 

French mothers, while naturalized fathers have a far lower risk of part-time work than 

native-born French fathers.

Unemployment

For naturalized citizens of both African groups, the risk of unemployment is much 

higher compared to native-born French citizens of the same gender.  While there is no 

statistically significant difference in the risk of unemployment for Asian naturalized 

women and native-born Frenchwomen, Asian naturalized men have a higher risk for 

unemployment compared to native-born Frenchmen.  Naturalized citizen women have a 

slightly lower risk of unemployment compared to native-born Frenchwomen of the same 

age, while naturalized citizen men have a slightly higher risk of unemployment than 

native-born Frenchmen of the same age.  In urban regions, naturalized immigrants have a 
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higher risk of unemployment than native-born French citizens of the same gender, but 

naturalized immigrant parents have a lower risk of unemployment compared to native-

born French parents.  Naturalized wives have a slightly higher risk of unemployment 

compared to native-born French wives, but naturalized husbands have a lower risk of 

unemployment than native-born French husbands.

Table 26. Work status results for Non-citizens, by Gender

Employed part-time

Variable Women Men

North African 0.363***
(0.010)

1.685***
(0.068)

Sub-Saharan African 0.684***
(0.038)

2.195***
(0.212)

Asian 1.23*
(0.122)

1.503**
(0.222)

Age 1.036***
(0.000)

0.990***
(0.000)

Urban 0.879***
(0.003)

1.172***
(0.008)

Marital Status 0.848***
(0.003)

0.565***
(0.005)

Parent Status 2.098***
(0.003)

0.424***
(0.003)

Unemployed

Variable Women Men

North African 0.404***
(0.014)

2.048***
(0.043)

Sub-Saharan African 0.760***
(0.054)

1.846***
(0.105)

Asian 1.031
(0.139)

0.736**
(0.069)

Age 1.021***
(0.000)

0.977***
(0.000)

Urban 0.794***
(0.003)

1.402***
(0.004)

Marital Status 1.233***
(0.006)

0.891***
(0.004)

Parent Status 2.567***
(0.010)

0.185***
(0.001)

Notes: Numbers in parentheses are standard errors
*p < .05 **p < .01 ***p < .001
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Part-time employment

Non-citizen women of both African immigrant groups have a far lower risk of 

part-time work compared to native-born Frenchwomen, but non-citizen men of both 

African immigrant groups have a far higher risk of working part-time compared to 

native-born Frenchmen.  However, non-citizen Asians have a higher risk of part-time 

employment compared to native-born French citizens of the same gender.  Non-citizen 

women have a slightly higher risk of working part-time compared to native-born 

Frenchwomen of the same age, but non-citizen men have a slightly lower risk of working 

part-time than native-born Frenchmen of the same age.  In urban regions, naturalized 

women have a lower risk of working part-time compared to native-born Frenchwomen, 

whereas naturalized men have a higher risk of working part-time than native-born 

Frenchmen.  Married non-citizens have a lower risk of part-time employment compared 

to native-born married French citizens of the same gender.  Non-citizen mothers have a 

far higher risk of working part-time compared to native-born mothers, but non-citizen 

fathers have a much lower risk than native-born fathers.

Unemployment

As with part-time employment, non-citizen women of both African immigrant 

groups have a lower risk of unemployment than native-born Frenchwomen, and non-

citizen African men have a far higher risk of unemployment compared to native-born 

Frenchmen.  While there is no statistically significant difference between the risk of 

unemployment for non-citizen Asian women and native-born Frenchwomen, non-citizen 

Asian men have a lower risk for unemployment than native-born Frenchmen.  Non-
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citizen women have a slightly higher risk of unemployment compared to native-born 

Frenchwomen of the same age, but non-citizen men have a slightly lower risk of 

unemployment than native-born Frenchmen of the same age.  In urban regions, non-

citizen women have a lower risk of unemployment compared to native-born 

Frenchwomen, while non-citizen men have a higher risk of being unemployed than 

native-born Frenchmen.  Non-citizen wives have a higher risk of unemployment 

compared to native-born French wives, but non-citizen husbands have a lower risk of 

unemployment than native-born French husbands.  Non-citizen mothers have a far higher 

risk of unemployment compared to native-born French mothers, but non-citizen fathers 

have a slightly lower risk of unemployment than native-born French fathers.
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V. Conclusion

The analyses in this chapter reveal a mixed story of disadvantage and opportunity 

in twenty-first century France.  There is dramatic inequality in work status, and there are 

many factors that contribute to differences between immigrants and non-immigrants.  

When the analysis compares immigrants to non-immigrants of the same age, inequality in 

work status almost disappears for both genders and for all immigrant groups.  Living in 

urban areas has a different effect depending on the gender and nationality of origin.  

Marital and parental status also have differing effects on risk of working part-time or full-

time, depending on gender and nationality of origin. 

To understand the situation of immigrants in France, it is necessary not only to 

compare them to members of other groups and to native-born French citizens as well.  It 

is also essential to separate out geographic factors such as living in an urban area.  In 

addition, person-level characteristics, including age, marital status, and parent status 

contribute to differences in risk of either unemployment or part-time employment.  These 

factors exist outside of immigrant status, but the high risk ratios for each immigrant 

variable in almost every model indicate that, even controlling for these additional factors, 

immigrants are highly disadvantaged in terms of their work status.  However, there is still 

a great deal of variation that is still unexplained.
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Conclusion

This thesis has demonstrated the benefit of group comparison, as well as the use 

of a variety of methods and sources.  By comparing the views and outcomes of three 

different post-colonial immigrant populations, this project emphasizes the diversity of 

this population.  This forms a contrast to previous scholarship that ignores or downplays 

the variety of experiences and backgrounds contained in the “immigrant” category.  Of 

course, even this project has relied on troubling and over-general categories; for example, 

Laotians and Cambodians are analyzed together, as are Senegalese and Congolese; North 

African Arabs were combined with Kabyles.  I thus make no claim to perfection, or even 

to superiority over prior research.  I have merely designated these categories more or less 

(hopefully more) in accordance with how the French viewed them, and not at all 

according to how members of these groups self-identified.  

While this may be an intuitive decision for the Chapter One, which discussed 

perceptions of immigratns, post-colonial other, it may seem less so for the subsequent 

chapters on workforce outcomes for immigrants.  However, it must be understood that 

these chapters also are measuring perceptions, in the sense that they assume that 

perceptions influence the hiring decisions of potential employers.  Presumably, an 

employer would prefer a job candidate who appears to be non-criminal over one who 

appears to be criminal.  For this reason, I kept the categories from the first two chapters 

in place, except where noted otherwise.

This is by no means the final word on this subject, but I hope that it expands the 

conversation.  The Indochinese and Chinese immigrants in France are unduly ignored in 
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scholarly literature, and sub-Saharan Africans are either likewise ignored or, recently, 

collapsed into a category with North Africans.  This project suggests that there is no clear 

reason for excluding Asian immigrants, and that there are coherent differences between 

the views and outcomes of Arabs as opposed to sub-Saharan Africans.  Much of the 

public debate surrounding immigration in Europe has focused on the “incursion” of 

Islam, as though this were an especial threat to native French values.  

However, Le Huu Khoa’s work on Confucianism in Asian communities in France 

indicates the cultural gulf between Confucianism and French values; surely, it is no less 

“foreign” to France than is Islam.  Scholars of crime and perceptions and judicial 

treatment of immigrants, such as Cathy Schneider and Devah Pager, have largely ignored 

Asian immigrants.130  This project suggests that, while these scholars might have made 

meaningful decisions to answer their questions, a substantial absence in the literature on 

the subject of Asians and crime is troubling.  As Chapter One illustrated, Asians are less 

likely to be associated with crime compared to the African groups; however, they were 

nonetheless stereotyped in the crime reports, in characterizations reminiscent of colonial 

views of indigenous Asians.

The second contribution of this project is that it is a testament to the importance 

of mixing methods and a variety of sources in order to develop a balanced understanding 

of socio-cultural phenomena.  As I mentioned in the introduction, any one of these 

chapters taken on their own would be very misleading.  Reading only Chapter One would 

give the impression that the French press is hopelessly biased, and, by extension, 

immigrants in France must be subject to an undue level of suspicion from the French.  It 

130 This is not a universal trait, however. Clifford Rosenberg, for example, included Asians in his study of 
police monitoring of immigrants in the interwar years.
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might cause the reader to think that these stereotypes are perpetual, unchanging, forever 

circumscribing the interactions and opportunities of post-colonial immigrants, in the 

same way that natives in the colonies had limited opportunities.  Chapter Two on its own 

conveys the impression that there are random fluxes at work in the job market, almost 

inexplicable differences across time.  Chapter Three suggests that immigrant status, 

although a contributor to observed levels of inequality in the workforce, is just one factor 

among many.

Each chapter provides context for the others.  Chapter Two indicates that, just as 

average occupational education status fluctuated across the latter half of the twentieth 

century for all three immigrant groups, the current equality in average work status for 

immigrants might not hold for long.  Likewise, Chapter One highlights the reality that, 

although they may be doing well materially, prejudice against immigrants has not faded.  

Chapter Three, which provides an in-depth examination of immigrant workforce 

participation as observed in the 2004 and 2008 census years, shows that immigrants 

under most circumstances are at an extreme disadvantage compared to native-born 

French citizens, but this disadvantage is diminished, or even disappears under other 

circumstances.  The complexity that this thesis presents mirrors the perceptions and lived 

experiences of millions of French residents, citizens and non-citizens alike.
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