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Thousands of children are abused every year in Minnesota.  Child abuse can happen in 
different ways.  The most common ways children are abused is by neglect.  Neglect is 
when parents or caregivers do not give a child the food, clothing, shelter, or attention.  
Children need these things to stay healthy and safe.  Another type of child abuse is 
physical.  Physical abuse happens when a child is physically harmed.  This could be 
when someone shakes a baby or strikes a child and causes a bruise or hurts the insides of 
a child.  Sexual abuse happens when a child is forced to see or do a sexual act.  All abuse 
of children is wrong and against the law.         
 
Often doctors see children who are abused.  This is because abused children get sick and 
injured.  The law in Minnesota says that doctors must tell Child Protection if think a child 
was abused.  Child Protection then does an investigation to see if abuse is happening.  
Sometimes children are taken away from their families for protection.  How does a doctor 
decide if a child is abused?  First, he or she looks at the child.  Some injuries are seen 
often in abuse, like more than one broken bone.  Shaken babies have injuries in the eyes 
and brain.  Unfortunately, doctors don’t always know if a child is abused.  Sometimes an 
accident can look like abuse.  Other times abuse may look like an accident.  At these 
times doctors are not sure if a child is being abused.  But they still need to decide if they 
should report abuse or not.     
 
Research has been done to see if doctors agree when a child’s injury is abuse.  For 
example, 22 expert doctors looked at 55 cases of possible abuse in one study.  These 
doctors agreed that cases were abuse when it was very obvious.  If it was not obvious, 
they did not agree.  For one case some doctors would be sure the case was abuse, and 
other doctors would be sure it wasn’t.  When doctors used the same tool to grade each 
case they agreed more often.  This means that using standard tools to grade cases is 
important.  It also means that doctors need help when they see injured children.  Social 
workers and lawyers can help them decide.  Most importantly, families and neighbors can 
help.  If your child has been injured, give doctors all the information you can.   If you see 
or suspect that a child is being abused, call the police.  If it is an emergency call 9-1-1.   
 
Additional Resources: 
 
If you see or suspect child abuse, call your local police or local child protection 
agency:  
http://www.dhs.state.mn.us/main/idcplg?IdcService=GET_DYNAMIC_CONVERSION
&RevisionSelectionMethod=LatestReleased&dDocName=dhs16_160181 
 
If you or children close to you are the victim of abuse in Minneapolis, the following 
organizations can help:  
CornerHouse 
2502 10th Avenue South 
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Minneapolis, MN 55404 
Phone: 612.813.8300 
Fax: 612.813.8330 
info@cornerhousemn.org 
 
The Family Enhancement Center is located in south Minneapolis at: 
4826 Chicago Avenue South 
Suite 105 
Minneapolis, MN 55417 
612.827.3028, email at info@mnpreventabuse.org 
 
For more information:  
 
Minnesota Department of Human Services  
http://www.dhs.state.mn.us/main/idcplg?IdcService=GET_DYNAMIC_CONVERSION
&RevisionSelectionMethod=LatestReleased&dDocName=id_000152#P25_2986 
 
Prevent Child Abuse America 
http://www.preventchildabuse.org/index.shtml 
 
MedlinePlus: Child Abuse  
www.nlm.nih.gov/medlineplus/childabuse.html 
 
CDC: Child Maltreatment Prevention 
http://www.cdc.gov/ViolencePrevention/childmaltreatment/ 
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