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A NEW GARDEN CHRYSANTHEMUM FOR 1971 

Golden Jubilee is the 50th garden chrysanthemum 
cultivar introduced by the Department of Horticultur
al Science, University of Minnesota. The chrysanthe
mum breeding program was initiated by Dr. L.E. Long
ley in the 1930's . In 1941 the first six garden chrysan
themums were introduced. 

Golden Jubilee (64L-258-27) produces bronzy-gold 
to rich deep-gold, 2Yz to 3-inch, decorative flowers 
atop stems well covered with rich, dark-green, clean 
foliage. Flowering begins in late August in the Twin 
Cities Area and is not delayed by hot weather. Some 
flower frost resistance has been reported in trial plots 
throughout the state. The plants are stocky, upright 
and somewhat broad in habit with stiff stems. Mature 
plants grown in full sun arc 15-18 inches high and 2 
feet across. Golden Jubilee originated from a cross of 
Minnesota selection 58-251-1 and Zonta. 

This cultivar produces good quality spring Flower
ing 3-inch pot plants when grown in the greenhouse. 
After the blooms fade, the plants should be cut back 
to 3 or 4 inches from the ground and planted in the 
garden for fall flowering. 

Chrysanthemum Culture 

Planting Time-Plant chrysanthemums in the 
spring after all danger of killing frosts has passed. Use 
either small plants derived from rooted cuttings, divi
sions, or rooted suckers of old plants. Larger plants in 
various stages of development may be planted anytime 
during the summer or early fall . 

Soil, Site, and Fertilizer-Garden chrysanthemums 
grow best in a well-drained loam soil, and in full sun. 
Plants grown in scmishady locations tend to grow tall 
er, have weaker sterns, and bloom later in the fall. In
corporate peat moss, compost, or well-rotted barnyard 
manure and superphosphate (3 to 5 pounds pcr 100 
square feet) into the soil. If you use peat moss or do 
not add organic matter, use a commercial fertilizer 
such as 5-10-5 or a 10-10-10 formula according to pack
age directions in the spring. 

Sidcdressing plants with a complete fertilizer in 
early August, especially in years of abundant rainfall, 
also is recommended . If the fertilizer applied in the 
spring is a slowly available type, such as coated or or
ganic fertilizer, the second application may not be 
necessary. 

Spacing and Pinching-Space plants 18 to 24 inches 
apart, dcpending on mature size of the cultivar, When 
plants arc about 6 inches tall, pinch out the tip to in
duce branching and produce stockier plants. Pinch 
lateral branches when they have grown 6 inches. Pinch
ing after July 4 delays flowering. 

Watering-Do not let plants suffer from lack of 
water. One good watering or rain, the equivalent of 1 
inch of water, a week usually is adequate. 

Insect and Disease Control-Spray or dust with an 
all-purpose insccticide-fungieide mixture twice a 
month in June, July, August, and September. 

Overwintering-To be reasonably certain of carry
ing plants over the winter, use one of the following 
methods: 

•� Dig plants in the fall and plant them in pots, 
flats, or similar containers. Keep them in a cold 
cellar over winter at a temperature of 33° to 38° 
F. Plants kept in this manner need no care ex
cept occasional watering. 

•� Dig plants in the fall and plant them in a cold
frame in a protected location. After freezing 
weather (N ovember), mulch heavily with leaves, 
hav, or straw; then cover frame with sash or 
bo~rd s and cover all with 6 or more inches of 
mulch . 

• In� late fall, remove some rooted suckers from 
around thc base of the plant. Put them in small 
pots and carry them through the winter as house 
plants. Pinch off tips when shoots are 6 inches 
long. Instead of pinching, you may wish to take 
3-inch cuttings when the shoots arc 6 or more 
inches long. 

•� Although no cultivars arc con sistently hardy un 
dcr Minnesota winter conditions, parts of plants 
frequently survive the winter. Divide such over
wintered plants if four or more growing points 
arc present. 

Dividing-If the entire clump survives the winter, 
it is preferable to divide it into small clumps with 2 to 
3 growing points. 
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