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A DECADE OF GROWTH 
April2, 1995. Over 18,000 

fans packed Target Center in down
town Minneapolis to watch the 
NCAA Women's Final Four basketball 
championship game, punctuating a 
decade of amazing growth in 
women's athletics both at the Univer
sity of Minnesota and across the 
country. 

Women's Final Four week
end was the crowning moment in a 
seven-year run which saw the 
Women's Athletic Department host 
four major national championships, 
an ambitious stretch through which 
the department increased its public 
visibility, upgraded its athletic 
facilities and offered constantly 
expanding opportunities for its 
student -athletes. 

Minnesota's "second decade" 
included the 1993 transformation of 
Mariucci Arena into the Sports 
Pavilion, a building dedicated to 
women's athletics with a refurbished 
arena and state-of-the-art training 
and locker facilities, as well as a 
sparkling new club room. The decade 
also saw the addition of soccer as a 
lOth varsity sport in 1993. 

But it was on the field, in the 
arena, and in the classroom that 
provided the majority of highlights 
for Gopher women's athletics over the 
past ten years. We'll break these down 
into three categories for closer 
inspection: great teams, superlative 
individuals and outstanding fan 
support. 

The Teams: Minnesota 
enjoyed several Big Ten Conference 
champions and NCAA qualifiers 
during the decade. The softball and 
gymnastics teams took home three 
Big Ten crowns apiece, while the golf 
team added one championship and 
three runner-up finishes. Swimming 
and diving finished second in the Big 
Ten five times, capped by the first 
NCAA Top Ten finish (lOth) in 1992. 

The Gopher volleyball team 

The 1995 NCAA Women's Final Four 

had -eight 20-win seasons and earned 
a pair of NCAA tournament bids, 
advancing to the "Sweet 16" in both 
1989 and 1993. The soccer team 
finished second in the 1994 Big Ten 
tournament, in only its second year 
of existence. And the basketball 
program received its first-ever NCAA 
bid in 1994, stunning Notre Dame 
81-76 at South Bend, Ind., in the 
tourney's first round. 

Minnesota athletes have 
excelled academically, also. The 

. department's cumulative grade-point 
average has been above 3.0 in each of 
the past three years, producing Big 
Ten academic honors for 169 athletes 
in that span. 

The Individuals: The 
Gophers have produced more than 20 
all-American athletes, as well as 16 
Academic All-Americans, since 1985. 

Volleyball player Andrea 
Gonzalez became that program's first 
all-American in 1988, earning 
second-team honors. Golfer Kate 
Hughes placed third in the 1989' 
NCAA Championships and was also 
a two-time Academic all-American. 

Tlze Gold Book II • 4 

Playing third base, Lezlie Weiss broke 
the conference softball record for 
hits, finishing her stellar career with 
259. Weiss also garnered second-team 
all-America honors in 1992. 

Rachel Lewis was a six-time 
all-America selection in track and 
field, finishing second in the shot put 
at the 1990 NCAA Indoors and 
second in the discus at the 1990 
NCAA Outdoor Championships. Not 
to be outdone, diver Laurie Nelson 
was named all-American six times in 
her specialty, as well as being the only 
three-time Academic all-America 
selection in school history. 

Undoubtedly, the two most
decorated athletes to compete for 
Minnesota over the past 10 years are 
basketball player Carol Ann Shudlick 
and gymnast Marie Roethlisberger. 

Shudlick led the 1993-94 
Gophers to their first-ever NCAA 
appearance, averaging 23.4 points per 
game. She fmished her career as the 
school's all-time leading scorer with 
2,097 points, and was awarded the 
Wade Trophy, which is given annually 
to the nation's best senior basketball 



player. Shudlick also was nam a 
fir5t-team Kodak All-American, the 
first player in school history to 
achieve that honor. 

Roethlisberger conclui:ed 
her senior season in 1990 by w nning 
the NCAA championship on t e 
uneven bars, with a score of 9.r 5. 
She also earned the AAI American 
Award that season as the natio 'stop 
senior gymnast. Roethlisberge a 
1984 Olympian, was named as a 
winner of the NCAA's prestigi us Top 
Six Award in 1991. 

The Fans: The Univer1ity of 
Minnesota has hosted four rna or 
NCAA championships in the 1 st 
seven years, events that have br n 
strongly supported by both th 
public and the Twin Cities bus· ess 
community. 

The 1988 NCAA Volle ball 
Championships were held at ill
iams Arena, and a record total f 
17,202 fans attended the semifi al 
and championship matches on 
December 15 and 17. Minneso a 
hosted the 1992 NCAA Gymn tics 
Championships at the Saint Pa 1 
Civic Center, as 6,670 fans tur1 d out 
for the team and all-around competi
tion on April 24th, and 7,722 4 ere in 
attendance for the individual C(l)mpe
tition the following evening. I 

The new University Aquatic 
Center was the site of 1993's Nt AA 
Swimming and Diving Champion
ships, held March 18-20, with sf ld 
out crowds totaling 6,754 over !he 
three days. And the seven-year rtretch 
was capped by the basketball 
women's Final Four, Aprill an 2, 

I 
1995, in which a capacity crowd of 

18,038 packed Target Center fo! two 
straight days. A nationwide tel ision 
audience tuned in on CBS, as 

women's basketball continued 1· s 
surge in popularity. 

But it was not just the a
called "marquee events" that d~Fw 
huge audiences at Minnesota. !1 
raucous crowd of 6,002 turned but in 
December 1993 as the Gophers 
hosted the NCAA Mideast voll yball 

regional at Williams Arena against 
Notre Dame. An NCAA region
record 7,591 fans showed up at 
Williams Arena for the 1990 Central 
Region gymnastics championships 
on April?. 

The Sports Pavilion has been 
a boon to attendance figures, as well. 
Nearly 3,000 attended the dedication 
ceremony on December 12, 1993, 
which was highlighted by 
Minnesota's victory over Boise State 
in the championship game of the 
annual Dial Soap Basketball Classic. 
The ceremony included music, guest 
speakers, and the sealing of a time 
capsule that will be opened in the 
year 2025. 

The Gophers made history 
February 10, 1995, by selling out the 
Sports Pavilion (5,526) for their 
basketball gatrie against Illinois. 
Minnesota basketball drew an 
average of 2,921 fans to the Sports 
Pavilion in 1994-95, more than 
quadrupling their 655 per-game 
average at the start of the decade in 
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"NEW" AND UPGRADED FACILI
TIES HIGHLIGHT DECADE 

"E ven more than a competitive 'home 
of our own' for women 's basketball, 
gymnastics and volleyball, the Sports 
Pavilion dramatically reflects the 
importance of women, not only in 
athletics, but as a vital part of this 
university and community. " - Chris 
Voelz, women's athletic director 

A host of new and improved 
athletic facilities have been added to 
the University of Minnesota, creating 
athletic facilities that now rank 
among the nation's best. In July of 
1990, the US Olympic Festival was 
hosted in the Twin Cities and that 
event resulted in the building of the 
new University Aquatic Center on 
campus and the new outdoor 
Bierman Track and Field Stadium. 

The Aquatic Center was 
initially built inside Memorial 
Stadium prior to its demolition in 
July of 1992. Designed as an interna
tional-caliber facility, the University 
Aquatic Center has hosted numerous 
national and international meets, as 
well as serving the University and 
Minnesota swimming community. 
The facility has a competition pool 
with a moveable bulkhead for 
versatility to provide one 8-lane 50 
meter pool or two 8-lane 25 yard 
pools and an adjacent diving well 
with two 1-meter and two 3-meter 
spring boards as well as three plat
forms. 

Coaches offices for the 
women's swimming and diving staff 
are in the Aquatic Center which is 
now adjacent to a new Rec Center on 
campus. The student-athletes have 
dry land training areas and a weight 
room in the Aquatic Center. 
Women's Athletic Hall of Fame 
inductee Dorothy Lestina Sheppard 
was a lead benefactor to the Aquatic 
Center as part of her generosity on 

FACILITIES 

University Aquatic Center 

behalf of the women's swimming and 
diving program. 

The Bierman Track and Field 
Stadium is a 400-meter track with ten 
48-inch lanes, making it one of the 
largest tracks in the United States. 
The complex includes four horizontal 
jump runways, three pole vault pits, a 
high jump area, an outside water 
barrier for the steeplechase, four 
throwing areas for the discus, two for 
the javelin and one for the hammer. 
The stadium seats 4,000 in perma
nent seats, and with portable addi
tions, up to 12,000 spectators and is 
located behind the Bierman athletic 
office building near Dinkytown. 

Perhaps the most significant 
addition for women's sports was the 
renovation of the old Mariucci ice 
hockey arena into a new Sports 
Pavilion with priority in scheduling 
to women's volleyball, basketball and 
gymnastics and a 'home' for women's 
sports displays and memorabilia for 
all sports. The Sports Pavilion was 
created along with the building of a 
new Mariucci ice hockey arena and 
renovation of the adjacent Williams 
Arena and the three-pronged $41 
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million dollar project did not use any 
state tax dollars or university dollars. 
Funding was provided by a $5.5 
million on-campus Sports Facilities 
Campaign and university bonds 
which will be retired by revenue 
generated by men's and women's 
athletics from ticket surcharges, 
priority seating, concessions and 
advertising signage. 

Women's Athletic Hall of 
Fame inductee Kathleen C. Ridder 
co-chaired the On-Campus Sports 
Facilities Campaign and her gift 
resulted in the naming of the en
trance lobby to the Sports Pavilion as 
"Ridder Lobby". 

The Sports Pavilion was 
dedicated after the championship 
game of the Dial Classic on Dec. 12, 
1993, and a time capsule was made of 
wood from the old bleachers of the 
arena. An intimate facility with 
seating for 5,600 fans, the Pavilion 
features a performance court which 
can be enlarged for practice, camps 
and clinics with a wood surface for 
two full basketball courts, up to three 
volleyball courts and an ideal gym
nastics performance area. 



State of the art video 
monitors, computer equipmerh for 
scoring and a customized scor~board 
designed specifically to accomtnodate 
volleyball, basketball and gymhastics 
highlight the arena. New con~truc
tion provided locker areas dedfcated 
to women's basketball and a sHared 

area by volleyball and gymna]
1
ics 

with a team meeting room an 
coaches conference room. Th lower 
level features new weight roo s, 
visiting team locker rooms an 
training and medicine areas. Up
stairs a glass-enclosed club rooF 
overlooks the performance arer, and a 
media/meeting room is availat>~e for 
press conferences. 1 

In addition to these m;w 
facilities, Peik Gymnasium was! 
remodeled as a new practice fa~ility 
for women's gymnastics and t e 
indoor field house was resurfa ed for 
track and field. A new soccer field 
was created on the St. Paul Ca 1 pus 
and spectator seating was incrlsed 
for softball. Future plans are uhder
way to continue facility impro+ 
ments for Gopher sports in co~junc
tion with men's athletics and tHe 
Department of Kinesiology. 

/ 

1 ,,~·; 'r~~,: . .._ ~ 7 . 

The Sports Pavilion 
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BUDGET AND ATHLETE SERVICES 

"All of the struggling and 
pioneering done in the first ten years 
has set the base of the entire future of 
our organization. The lOth 
Anniversary ... marks the end of the 
critical period of quantitative develop
ment and marks the beginning of 
qualitative development. " 

-Merrily Dean Baker, 
Women's Athletic Director in 1985 

FUNDING GROWTH INCREASES 
OPPORTUNITIES 

The second decade of the 
department brought increased 
funding support for the women's 
athletic program at the University. 
The 1984-85 fiscal budget of $2.3 
million represented a startling 
increase from the $200,000 budget 
in 1975, but by 1994-95 the budget 
had increased again to $5.4 million 
dollars. A significant milestone was 
the addition of soccer in 1994, 
returning the program to ten sports 
(field hockey had been dropped in 
1981). 

Although the number of 
funding sources has increased for the 
department, the foundation for the 
program has remained constant with 
$2.7 million in 1994-95 provided by 
state special funding from the 
legislature of Minnesota. State 
funding began in the 1977-79 bien
nium in response to a special task 
force recommendation by then 
President C. Peter Magrath to provide 
more equitable opportunities for 
women student-athletes at all of the 
coordinate campuses of the University 
of Minnesota. 

Other sources of income for 
the department include private 
fundraising through the Patty Berg 
Scholarship Fund, gate receipts from 
events, NCAA distribution, Big Ten 
radio and television revenues, central 
administration support from the 
University, licensing royalties and 
concessions revenues. 

Most expenses for the 
department are fixed, but scholarship 
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funding is now available up to the 
NCAA limit in each sport for grant
in-aids and has grown from $350,000 
in 1984-85 to a little over $1 million 
in 1994-95. More money is available 
for recruiting for potential student
athletes and while the majority still 
hail from Minnesota, recruiting is 
national and in some cases interna
tional. 

ENHANCED SUPPORT FOR 
STUDENT-ATHLETES 

In 1989, athletic director 
Chris Voelz created a new Student 
Development unit to enhance the 
personal growth, performance 
development, wellness and health of 
the student-athletes. This program 
has included a component dedicated 
to improving athletic performance 
through sports psychology, vision 
training, massage regeneration and a 
component designed to foster the 



personal development of the st dent
athletes as people including ca eer 
skills, time management, sexu 
violence training and more. J 

An advisory group of 
student-athletes continues to ' eet 
regularly with the women's athletic 
director, and several support gf

1
oups 

for athletes have been develope 
including injured student-athl tes so 
they can team with others who are in 
rehabilitation, eating issues, in 
tional students and an African
American mentor group. 

Additional support sta have 
been added in athletic training r.'ith a 
second assistant in athletic trai ing 
and a full-time strength and co di
tioning coach and assistant stre gth 
coach in order to improve the 
support to the student-athletes. 

Closer to home, practi , e 

uniforms are now provided for 
student-athletes and coaches, there 
has been an inbrease in weight 
training and medical/rehabilitation 
equipment. Meals and lodging is 
provided during University holiday 
periods and training tables on game 
days. Travel is enhanced with more 
dollars available for meals and flights 
in order to mi~imize class days 
missed. 

Academically, the female 
student-athletJs continue to excel 
with 63 percent finishing with a 3.0 
grade point average or higher in 
1994-95 markif g the 11th consecu- · 
tive quarter above a 3.0 for all female 
athletes. In graduation rates, the 
women student-athletes graduate 
over 40 percentage points higher than 
the University population in general. 
The academic counseling unit 
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EXTERNAL RELATIONS/ADMINISTRATION 
MARKETING, PROMOTIONS 
AND PUBLICITY HEIGHTEN 
AWARENESS 

Along with the growth of the 
department has been increased 
marketing for women's athletics and 
the resultant surge in attendance and 
spectator awareness. Ticket revenue 
has increased from $22,498 in 1984-
85 to a record $149,222 in 1994-95. 
Attendance has soared from an 
average of 608 at basketball in 1984-
85 to 2,110 with the first sellout of 
the Sports Pavilion in 1994-95. 
Women's volleyball recorded a record 
crowd of 6,046 in Williams Arena in 
1991 for a regular season match as 
part of an IBM Family Night promo
tion and averaged 1,527 fans in 1994-
95 compared to 587 in 1984-85. 

Basketball, volleyball and 
gymnastics have all experienced 
record crowds for heavily promoted 
regular season events, as well as 
special post-season Big Ten and 
NCAA events. Gymnastics drew 
7,591 for the Central Regional 
Championship in 1990 at Williams 
Arena. All three sports are nationally 
ranked in attendance. Women's 
soccer and softball also draw consid
erable attention and contribute to the 
department's audience-driven sports. 

A reorganization in 1989 
established an assistant athletic 
director for external operations 
overseeing the promotions and sports 
information units and since that 
change corporate sponsorships have 
increased from a handful of compa
nies to nearly 50 in 1994-95. Addi
tional opportunities for community 
corporate support have showed 
record support for each of the four 
NCAA women's national champion
ships the department has hosted. 

The first radio broadcasts of 
volleyball and basketball on a 

commercial radio station (WWTC
AM) took place in 1989-90 and 
television contracts have provided 
local exposure on KITN-TV, Channel 
29, KMSP-TV, UPN 9 and most 
recently Midwest Sports Channel 
(MSC). 

In 1985, Grey Advertising 
designed a new logo specifically for 
the women's athletic department to 
establish a symbol for identity and 
marketing of the department. Grey 
also was instrumental in the begin
nings of a billboard and bus shelter 
public service campaign featuring 
"Scholar-Athlete" images which was 
carried out for many years with 
different pro bono providers. 

In 1989-90 the department 
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began a Gopher Sports Sampler 
ticket booklet which was later turned 
into a Ms Sports Pass punch card for 
ticketing. However, with the opening 
of the Sports Pavilion in 1993, full 
service ticketing and season tickets 
for five sports was implemented with 
the Gopher ticket office. 

The sports information unit 
increased staff to a full-time assistant 
SID and intern with the advent of in
house desktop publishing for depart
ment publications. The budget was 
increased to upgrade all media guides 
for the 10 sports, print four-color 
schedule cards for all 10 sports and· 
print schedule posters for each of the 
women's athletic teams. 



ADVISORY COUNCIL AND 
COMMUNITY SUPPORT 
ENHANCE BERG 

SCHOLARSHIP FUND 

The Advisory Co unci~ of 
community men and women leaders 
who give their time and talent o the 
women's athletic department ontin
ued to grow in support of the 
program. The leaders of the A vi
sory Council for the second de ade of 
the department include the fol owing 
chairs: 

Kathleen C. Ridder (1984-87 
Mary Stringer (1987-89) I 
Sheryl Ramstad Hvass (1989-91) 
Sharon Bredeson (1991-93) 
Marilyn Tickle Bryant ( 1993- ) 

In addition to these chairs, the 

department secured the servicef of 
community leaders for volunte r 
steering committees for special 
events. When the NCAA Worn n's 
Gymnastics Championship wa~ held 
in St. Paul in 1990, Anne Ford r elson 
chaired the steering committee For 
the 1995 Women's Final Four i 
Minneapolis, Linda Mona and feggy 
Lucas co-chaired the steering c m
mittee. And as the department 
celebrates its 20th Anniversary, 
Barbara Lupient has chaired a 
committee for a special comme ora
tive dinner celebration and fun 
raiser for the Berg Fund. 

The Berg Scholarship F nd 

has exhibited record growth in t e 
second decade of the women's 
athletic department. In 1984-8 a 
total of $130,000 was raised for the 
annual fund, with a little over I 
$33,000 from the tenth annivers ry 
dinner celebration. In 1994-95 

$209,000 was raised for the Bert 
annual fund. 

As part of the Universit of 
Minnesota Capital Campaign, b 
1988 $2.5 million had been raiseyl 
through estate gifts, annuity tru~ts, 
pooled income gifts and current\gifts, 
according to development directpr 
Jeanette Link and committee chqir 
Kathleen C. Ridder. Endowmen s for 

.). 

scholarships were at two in 1984-85 
and are at eight in 1994-95 with 
swimming and diving almost com
pletely endowed. 

The women's athletic 
department established its own 
President's Club Chapter in 1988 
which has grown to 62 members who 
have contributed $10,000 or more for 
women's scholarships. In addition to 
the successful! 00 men and 100 
women annual campaigns and 
phonathon, special events have 
contributed to the growth of the Berg 
Fund. 

Initiated in 1991, the Ms. 
Gopher Silent & Live Auction now 
raises approximately,$25,000 annu
ally. The Ms. Gopher Golf outing 
continues to be held each spring and 
different events dot each year's 
landscape from a walk-a-thon, hot
shot contest or raffle to a special 
entertainment event. The increased 
need to develop private support has 
led increased staffing in the develop
ment fund area of the department. 

Dean Baker 
J, Olson (interim) 

Voelz 

Associate/ Sr. ~,.., ... ,lillt: 
1985-

Development 
1980-1990 
1990-91 
1991-

Director of 
Events 
1994-1995 
1995-

Promotions li,.••rtn~~ 

1985-1987 
1987 -1989 
1989-91 
1991-

Head Athletic 
Student Services 
1977-1992 
1992-1995 
1994-

Merrily Dean Baker 
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HALL OF FAME (PREVIOUS INDUCTEES) 

Chris Curry, Inducted 1985 
Significant Accomplishment by a University of Minnesota Woman Athlete 

Chris Curry was the first woman athlete to receive an athletic scholarship based on athletic 
ability to the University of Minnesota. In 1981, she became the department's first and only 
individual national champion in any sport, winning the AIAW National 3-meter diving 
title. In 1977-78,. she won the AIAW Region 6 3-meter crown, and in 1978-79 the 1-meter 
title. She was redshirted for a back injury in 1979-80, but returned to acheive two AIAW 
all-American titles in 1981, and in 1982 when she was third on the 3-meter board. Gentz 
received the department's first Big Ten Conference Medal of Honor and was also named 
the Outstanding Senior Athlete in 1982. She graduated' with a B.S. degree in physical 
education with a coaching emphasis. 

Gretchen Larson, Inducted 1985 
Significant Accomplishment by a University of Minnesota Woman Athlete 

Gretchen Larson played pitcher, catcher, outfielder and first base while at Minnesota and 
achieved all-American recognition by both the AIAW in 1982 as an outfielder, and the 
NCAA in 1983 as a utility player. After graduation, she competed internationally with the 
Raybestos Brackettes, who won the ASA women's major fast-pitch national in 1983 and 
1985 and were runners-up in 1984. Larson was selected to the US. Tri-Nations team in 
1983 and 1985 and competed on the U.S. Olympic Softball Exhibition team in Los Angeles 
in 1984. She also played on first place teams at the World Champions Tourney in London, 
the Netherlands Invitational in 1985, and the World Championship in New Zealand in 
1986. 

Dorothy Lestina Sheppard, Benefactor, Class of 1929, Inducted 1985 
Significant contribution to women's intercollegiate athletics at the University of Minne
sota by someone other than an athlete, coach, or administrator 

Dorothy Sheppard established the first endowment fund for women athletic scholarships, 
and her most generous gift will insure ten swimming scholarships every year for future 
women athletes. An active member of the Patty Berg Development Fund Advisory 
Council, Sheppard was a strong supporter of the entire program. Although there was not 
an athletic department when she attended the 'U', Sheppard earned an "M" letter sweater 
by gathering 1,000 points from participating on ten different athletic teams. Those 
'activities' included serving as president of the Aquatic League in 1927, on the W.A.A. 
Board from 1926-28, and as captain of the field hockey team. 

Cathie Twomey, Inducted 1985 
For Significant Accomplishment by a University of Minnesota Woman Athlete 

Cathie Twomey has achieved international running recognition after dominating the Big 
Ten during her collegiate career. Between 1976-78, the middle distance runner won eight 
conference championships (three of those on relay teams) in track and another in cross 
country. She was a four-time cross country all-American and track all-American in 1976 
and 1977. Twomey now runs for Athletics West out of Eugene, Ore., and in 1984 was 
ranked second in the U.S. in the 5,000 meters, and eighth in the world. In 1982, she set the 
women's world record in the 20K. 
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Jane Oas Benson, Inducted 1990 
Significant Accomplishment by a University of Minnesota oman Student
Athlete 

Jane Oas Benson (1972-76) was an instrumental forerunner n establishing the 
women's track and field team at the University of Minnesot . She competed in the 
1972 and 1976 Olympic trials and was a 1976 USTF all-Arne ican with three top 
ten finishes from 1973-76 at collegiate national meets. In 19 6 at the Big Ten 
Championships, she finished first in the 220 and 440 yard d shes and ran the 
anchor leg of the 4x400 relay. She still holds seven Gopher t ack records. Oas 
Benson graduated in 1977 with a degree in physical eduatio and in 1980 earned a 
master's degree in business administration. In 1979-80, she as selected as one of 
the outstanding women in Minnesota by Twin Cities Yearbo k. 

Robin Huebner, Inducted 1990 
Significant Accomplishment by a Univ. of Minnesota woma Student-Athlete 

Robin Huebner (1979-83) was an outstanding gymnast who on honors in both 
AIAW and NCAA competition. She set school records in th all-around and three 
of four events (vault, uneven bars, floor exercise). Huebner arned three AIAW 
all-American honors in the 1982 AIAW national champions ips, finished second 
on the uneven bars and floor exercise and fifth all-around. at same year, she 
won the AIAW Region 6 all-around title. She was the AIAW egion 6 uneven bars 
champion in 1980. She won the NCAA Central Region all- ound, uneven bars 
and floor exercise championships in 1983 and finished 24th · the all-around at 
the 1983 NCAA national championship. A six-time Big Ten hampion, Huebner 
was the first Gopher to win the Big Ten all-around title, whic she did twice. She 
was named Minnesota's Senior Athlete of the Year in 1983. 

Terry Ganley Nieszner, Inducted 1990 
Significant Accomplishment by a Univ. of Minnesota woma Student-Athlete 

Terry Ganley Nieszner (1974-77) has helped build the Minne ota swimming 
program as both an athlete and coach. As a swimmer, she q alified for nationals 
21 times in eight events and at one time, held every Minneso ·a freestyle, back
stroke and individual medley record. She was Minnesota's st female all
American in any sport and won four AIAW all-American ho ors. Her all
American honors came in 1974 in the backstroke, in 1975 in e freestyle and 
individual medley, and in 1976 in the freestyle relay. A two- · e Big Ten cham
pion, she was Minnesota's 1977 Senior Athlete of the Year an also won the 
Presidential Outstanding Leadership Award. 

Kathleen C. Ridder, Inducted 1990 
Significant contribution to women's intercollegiate athletics t the U of M 

Kathleen C. Ridder has made extraordinary contributions to e University of 
Minnesota women's athletic department, both financially an through time spent 
as a volunteer. She demonstrated her devotion to women's a letics by establish
ing the Kathleen C. Ridder scholarship in 1983. The scholarst·p is given to a 
junior or senior student-athlete who is working toward a deg e in medicine, 
science, health science, or math. Ridder has chaired several w men's athletic 
department committees including the Advisory Council and e women's athletic 
scholarship endowment of the Minnesota Campaign. Ridder as also served on 
several University boards and has had numerous other non-p ofit affiliations as an 
active volunteer in the community. 
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HALL OF FAME (INDUCTED NOVEMBER 1995) 
The University of Minnesota Women's Athletic Department Hall of 

Fame inducts its third group of honorees on November 17 as part of the 
celebration of the 20th Anniversary of the department. 

The 1995 inductees are: 

Laura Coenen, 1981-85 
For significant accomplishment by a University of Minnesota Woman Athlete: 

Coenen is the only women's basketball player to have her jersey, No. 44, retired. 
At the time she completed her career, she was the all-time leading scorer with 
2,044 points and held 13 school records. Coenen was the Big Ten MVP in 1983, 
a Kodak All-Region IV selection in 1983 and 1985 and AIAW All-Region in 
1982. She scored in double figures in 91 of 102 career games, averaging 20.0 
points and 10.1 rebounds per game. Following her college career, Coenen 
played professional basketball in Europe. 

Marie Roethlisberger, 1986-90 
For significant accomplishment by a University of Minnesota Woman Athlete 

Roethlisberger was named the U of M's Female Athlete of the Decade for the 
1980's by the Big Ten Conference. At Minnesota, Roethlisberger won the 1990 
NCAA Championship on the uneven bars and was named the Senior Gymnast 
of the Year. She was named an NCAA Top Six recipient in 1990, won the 1991 
Honda Inspiration Award and received several post-graduate scholarships. 
Roethlisberger was a four-time all-American, won four national titles, seven 
Big Ten titles and was named the Big Ten Gymnast of the Year in 1987, 1988 
and 1989. 

Linda Wells, 1974-1982 
For significant achievement by a University of Minnesota Women's Athletic 
Coach 

Wells was a three-sport coach at Minnesota in the 1970's and is best known as 
the Gopher's softball coach from 1974-89, posting a 347-261-1 overall record 
and advancing the team to third place at the 1978 College World Series, the 
highest national finish in department history. Wells was named Big Ten Coach 
of the Year in 1988, and her teams won the conference in 1981, 1986 and 1988. 
A volleyball coach from 1975-81, her 1978 team won an unofficial Big Ten title 
in 1978. Wells left Minnesota to become head women's softball coach at 
Arizona State University. 
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Patty Berg 
For significant professional achievement by a former W an Athlete at the 
University of Minnesota 

The Minneapolis native won her first title, the Minneapo is City Champion
ship, in 1934 at age 16. She went on to win 83 amateur a d professional 
tournaments in 40 years of competition. Berg was the fir t president and was 
among the co-founders of the Ladies' Professional Golf A sociation in 1948. 
Named Associated Press Woman Athlete of the Year three times, she played on 
two Curtis Cup teams and was inducted into the World G lf Hall of Fame as a 
charter member in 1974. 

Shelly Medernach 
For significant achievement which pioneered women's a 

Medernach was an offensive force on the Gophers softbal team which placed 
third at the 1978 College World Series and still holds 12 s ool records includ
ing career batting average. In addition, she is first in care r runs, triples and 
runs batted in. A centerfielder, Medernach was invited to he 1979 Pan 
American game tryouts and competed on local fast-pitch earns following her 
college career. 

Linda Roberts 
For significant achievement which pioneered women's a 

Roberts is the Gophers all-time leading rebounder and he kl17 school records, 
including the school scoring record with 1,856 career poi s, when she ended 
her career (now third on the all-time list) . Twice a Wade ophy nominee, 
Roberts was AIAW All-Region in 1980 and the Gophers' VP in 1979, 1980 
and 1981. Roberts ended her career with a 14.3 points an 10.9 rebounding 
average playing in 129 games. In 1981,the Gophers quali d for the AIAW 
national quarterfinals and won an unofficial Big Ten title. 
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The last ten years have been 
a time of rebuilding, rejoicing and 
reloading for the Minnesota women's 
basketball program. After being one 
of the top teams in the nation in the 
late 70's and early 80's, where the 
Gophers advanced to post-season 
play on a regular basis, the last ten 
years have seen their share of adver
sity and triumph in the program. 

Head coach Ellen Hanson 
started the rebuilding process in 1986 
after losing then all-time leading 
scorer Laura Coenen to graduation. 
Hanson suffered through a hard 
season where the Gophers finished 8-
20 overall and dropped from third to 
ninth in the Big Ten Conference. 
Although their record was not the 
best, Hanson did have some solid 
players in Molly Tadich, Carol 
Peterka and Cindy Phillips. Tadich 
scored the third most points in 
Minnesota history with 511 points, 
connecting on 210 field goals. She 
also led the Gophers with 18.3 points 
and 11.7 rebounds a game earning 
second team all-Big Ten honors for 
the second consecutive season. 

Peterka also finished her 
career with the Gophers in 1986 as 
she played in all 110 games during 
her career. When she finished her 
career, she ranked third on the all
time Gophers list with 1,441 points 
and fourth in rebounding with 744 
boards. She also ranked fourth in 
field goals made (595) and field goals 
attempted (1,286). 

The next season, Minnesota 
lost two starters and welcomed six 
newcomers in continuing their 
rebuilding process. Minnesota 
finished with a 9-19 record and was 
eighth in the Big Ten. Once again, 
Minnesota looked to Tadich and 
Phillips. Tadich finished her career as 
the all-time blocked shots record 
holder with 192, a record she still 
holds today. She also ranked second 
in career rebounds (1,135) and third 

BASKETBALL 
on the career scoring list with 1,706 
points. She was named second team 
all-Big Ten for the third time in her 
career her senior season and ranked 
second in the league in both scoring 
and rebounding. 

Phillips was also in the 
middle of a stellar season when it was 
cut short by a knee injury she 
suffered against Michigan. Phillips 
was ranked seventh in the Big Ten in 
assists and third on the team in 
assists. For her career, she averaged 
6.2 points and 2.7 assists in 87 games. 

The rebuilding continued for 
Minnesota as head coach Ellen 
Hanson left and was replaced by 
LaRue Fields, a former Gophers 
assistant coach under Hanson. 
Minnesota rallied under the riew 
theme "A New Attitude" and came 
out of the gates firing. Predicted to 
place 1Oth in the conference, Minne
sota finished eighth and provided its 
opponents challenging games both 
home and away. 

Fields first season also 
introduced Lea Blackwell to the 

Gophers program. Blackwell was 
named honorable mention all-Big 
Ten at the guard position, leading the 
Gophers in scoring with 13.3 points a 
contest. She also was 13th in the Big 
Ten and led the conference in three 
point shooting (.367 and 18 treys), 
the first year the three point shot was 
in the conference. 

Minnesota continued to 
struggle in 1989 as they finished lOth 
in the Big Ten, but Blackwell and 
sophomore center Ellen Kramer 
shined for the Gophers as they were 
named honorable mention all-Big 
Ten, and Jodi Olson made a long
range contribution to the Gophers. 

Blackwell finished her career 
sixth on the Gophers all-time assists 
list with 220 in only two seasons. She 
also was second in three-point 
shooting and treys attempted. 

Olson concluded her career 
for the Gophers by breaking the 
record for three point shooting with 
48 in a season and 101 for her tenure 
with the maroon and gold. She 
finished the season ranked second in 

Lea Blackwell 
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the nation in free throw 
.915. 

But the rebuilding prc>ce:ss 
seemed to stalemate and Fields 
resigned after the 1990 season 
pursue new career opportun 
outside of coaching. She uuJ . .:>u~."' 

with a record of24-59 (.289) in 
three years at Minnesota. 

Minnesota then hired 
Hill-MacDonald from Temple to be 
its third coach in the last ten yea~s. 
Hill-MacDonald had a tough ta~ at 
hand in trying to rebuild the str~g
gling program, and in her first s~ason 
the Gophers finished with a 6-2~ 
record and were 1Oth in the Big ten. 
But there was some light on the I 
horizon as Hill-MacDonald wel
comed back Kramer and junior rana 
Joubert, along with a nucleus of 
newcomers in Carol Ann Shudli k 

and Nikki Coates to help rejuvenate 
the once struggling program into a 
national contender. 

Hill-MacDonald's first 
season would be one of three times 
that Kramer was an all-Big Ten 
recipient in her career. Kramer closed 
out her career as Minnesota's fifth 
leading scorer at 1, 731 points and 
fifth highest rebounder at 728 boards. 
She was the seventh Gopher to score 
over 1,000 points and record over 500 
rebounds in hel' career. 

Joubert led the Big Ten in 
rebounding in 1991, averaging 9.5 
boards a game and averaged 12 
points a .game, while being named 
the Gophers' most improved player. 
Shudlick was named Big Ten Player 
of the Week after averaging 18.5 
points and 7.8 rebounds in her first 
four games as a Gopher. Shudlick was 
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the first Minnes ta player to receive 
the honor since he 1984-85 season. 

The re uilding process 
continued in 19 2 as the Gophers 
finished the sea on 8-19 overall and 
ninth in the Big Ten. Although the 
team did not fi · sh as high as they 
would have like , some individuals 
gave a sneak pre iew as to what to 
expect in the fu re. 

Shudlic was named second 
team all-Big Ten as a sophomore after 
averaging 20.3 p ints a game and 
finishing secon in the league in 
scoring. She sha tered the Minnesota 
single game sco ng record when she 
scored 44 points against Marquette, 
the sixth best pe formance by a 
Division I partie pant. She also 
finished the yea with 547 points, 
good for third a the time, on the 
single season sc ing list. 

Joubert lso concluded a 
sparking career s she was ninth on 
the all-time Min esota rebounding 
list. She was seco d in the Big Ten in 
rebounds with 8 7 a game and was 
second in scorin among the Go
phers at 13.4. 

JuniorS acy Carver and 
newcomers Shan on Loeblein and 
Cara Pearson als saw their first 
action in 1992, ich would be 
invaluable to Hil -MacDonald and 
the Gophers in 1 93. 

The ne season, Minnesota 
finished with a 1 -12 overall record, 
its first winning ason in eight years. 
After being picke to place lOth in 
the conference, t e Gophers sur
prised everyone ith a fifth-place 
showing, their hi best conference 
finish since 1984 85, with a 9-9 
record. 

Shudlic was once again the 
statistical leader r the Gophers as 
she was named h norable mention 

player to receive ch an honor since 
1985 and only th third player in 
history to garner he award. Shudlick 
was well on her ay to becoming 
Minnesota's mos decorated basket
ball player as she as named first 



Carol Peterka (31) and Barb Meredith (24) Carol Ann Shudlick 

1993-94 University of Minnesota women's basketball team 
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team Kodak all-American Regi n IV. 
She was also named first team all-Big 
Ten, Minnesota first selection s~nce 
1985, and was named Big Ten Player 

• I 
of the Week a conference hrgh three 
times. She was the conference'st 
leading scorer and ranked eigh h in 
the nation at 22.6 points a gam[ 

Carver made her prese1.ce 
felt as she was second on the tef m in 
scoring and set a Minnesota sd).ool 
record for three pointers in a g4me 
with nine, one short of the NCAA 
record. She finished her caree;t ith 
78 three pointers, good for secd~~nd on 
the all-time list at the time. 

The rejoicing for the pro
gram occurred in 1994, when i~was a 
season of firsts for the Gophers 
Minnesota kicked off the year i , their 
new home facility, the Sports Pavil
ion. The Gophers opened the y1ar 
with nine victories in their new!home 
and went on to finish the season 18-
11 and fourth in the Big Ten C<f fer
ence. The 18 wins for the Goph~rs 
squad were the most since 1985 and 
the fourth-place finish was the 1 

highest in nine years. But the biggest 
reason for rejoicing was on Malch 13, 
1994, as Minnesota received its first
ever invitation to the NCAA Ba~ket
ball tournament. Minnesota stat ted 
off the tournament with a bangr· n 
defeating Notre Dame, 81 -76, a 
South Bend, Ind. before falling ,o 
Vanderbilt in the second round.! 

Individually, Shudlick Jras 
the star of the season as she was lgiven 
the Wade Trophy for the nation'~ 
outstanding senior basketball plfyer, 
the first time a Minnesota playe~ has 
ever received the award. She was also 
named first team Kodak all-Am1ri
can, first-team all-Region, Big Tfn 
Player of the Year, SportsChannel 
Player.of the Year and the Chicafo 
Tribune Silver Basketball award 1 

winner. She also became Minnesota's 
all-time leading scorer for both men 
and the women with 2,097 points. 
(Men's basketball senior Voshonl 
Lenard broke the record in 1995r) 

The 1994 season also m' rked 

• -lit-' ~ . 

{~~:,:;·t;~.~~;i\~ -.~ '. 

the end of the careers of four other 
seniors leaving the ball in the court of 
Pearson, Loeblein and senior Lori 
Lawler, along with nine newcomers. 
Minnesota had an exciting season 
and finished s~venth in the confer
ence with a 12-15 overall record and 
a 7-9 conference mark. The Gophers 
defeated #20 Texas A&M, #7 Penn 
State and #19 ~urdue in a three-week 
span and also had the first sellout in 
Sports Pavilion history when 5, 526 
fans squeezed through the Sports 
Pavilion turnstiles as the Minnesota 
defeated Illinois. Minnesota also 
played the first game of the newly 
revived Big Ten Conference Tourna
ment at the Hinkle Fieldhouse on the 
campus of Butler University in 
Indianapolis, losing to Iowa. 

The St. Paul connection of 
Loeblein and Pearson, along with the 
improvement c;f Lawler, carried the 
Gophers all season. Loeblein broke 
the Minnesota record for three 
pointers in a season ( 63) and career 
treys (137) . Loeblein was named 
second team all-Big Ten and ended 
up in the Minnesota top ten for 
scoring (9th), field goals attempted 
(9th) and assists (5th). 

Pearson was an honorable 
mention all-Big Ten selection, the 
second time in her career that she 
received the award, and entered many 
of the top ten career lists at Minne
sota including scoring and rebound
ing. 

Now Hill-MacDonald and 
the Gophers ard reloading for 
another run at the NCAA Tourna
ment. With a sdiid group of sopho
mores and new¢omers Mindy 
Hansen, Lynda Hass and Sonja 
Robinson, MinJ esota should be 
rejoicing again in the future. 
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Consistency has marked the 
Minnesota cross country program 
overthe last 10 years. The Gophers 
have eitherbeen good enough to 
qualify for the NCAA championship 
meet, or one of the best teams in the 
country not to qualify for the meet. 
Dozens of runners have helped 
Minnesota head coach Gary Wilson 
achieve during the past decade. It has 
been a very close group of athletes, 
but a group of athletes that has been 
very focused and intent on its 
mission: Excel in the classroom and 
excel on the cross-country course. 

Wilson inherited a program 
in 1985 that had finished sixth in the 
Big Ten in 1984. The Gophers 
struggled during the 1985 season, 
due to a lack of experience and a lack 
of depth. Only three letterwinners 
had returned from the 1984 team, 
which hurt the Gophers in big-meet 
competition. Minnesota finished 
ninth at the 1985 Big Ten meet, but 
rallied to finish 1Oth at the district 
meet. 

One of the Gopher harriers 
that Wilson inherited on his 1985 
team was certainly not inexperienced. 
Senior Jody Eder closed out her 
Gopher career with her second 
consecutive all-American citation. 
Eder finished second at the Minne
sota Invitational, fourth in the Big 
Ten and district meets and 21st at the 
1985 NCAA meet. She currently 
owns the fastest four times and seven 
of the fastest i 0 times in Gopher 
history. Eder is Minnesota's only 
two-time all-American in the sport of 
cross country, and is the last Gopher 
to achieve all-American status. 

Despite the graduation of 
Eder, the Gophers were an improved 
team in 1986. Minnesota had a very 
young team, as they had a normal 
starting lineup of four freshmen, two 
sophomores and a junior. The 1986 
Gopher squad chopped 32 points off 
of Minnesota's 1985 Big Ten point 

CROSS COUNTRY 
total and finished eighth, with 
sophomore Eileen Donaghy and 
junior Patty Walsh leading the 
Minnesota effort. 

The next season brought one 
of Minnesota's best efforts in a Big 
Ten championship meet. The 
Gophers, after running well in meets 
at Penn State, Iowa State and Indiana, 
finished third at the 1987 Big Ten 
meet at Indiana. Minnesota has 
historically performed well at the 
Indiana University Cross Country 
Course in Bloomington. "It's like a 

second home course for us," said 
Wilson. "Donaghy ran a tremendous 
race, and that helped the rest of the 
team." The third-place finish 
matched Minnesota's best-ever Big 
Ten finish in 1983. 

Donaghy became a Gopher 
harrier to remember after her 
performance at the 1987 Big Ten 
meet. Donaghy sprinted past two 
runners to become the first non
Badger to win a Big Ten individual 
cross country championship since 
Gopher great Cathie Twomey won 

]ody Eder 
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the first unofficial Big Ten title in 
1976. Donaghy's time of 1 ' 
ranks eighth on Minnesota's 
list and is the fastest time for a 
Gopher on the Indiana course. 

Donaghy struggled in 
because of a strained knee, but 
Gophers as a team received ua•+vua• 

recognition for the first time 
seasons. Minnesota was 
nationally for the majority of 
1988 season, moving up as 
12th at one point. The 
finished the season ranked 
the nation, which was uuuu•-..>v~a 
first top 20 finish since 1983. J.Vuuu•.

sota won its own invitational 
first time in school history, · 
Gophers confidence heading 
Big Ten meet. The Gophers uu~c->u<.u 
fifth, marking the first time 
Gophers had finished in the 
of the conference in 
seasons. Minnesota finished 
at the NCAA regional meet, 
missing out on an at-large 
the NCAA meet. 

Minnesota's goal in 
to qualify for its first national 
since 1983. With the 

l'h'~)hJ,. .. -~ 
fo,.-."·, 1 ., .. 

star runner to help them in the quest 
for the national meet. Minnesota 
d d II 

1k k" " h a opte a paq attac strategy, wrt 
the majority of Minnesota runners 
finishing withip seconds of each other. 
The Gophers iinproved their Big Ten 
finish to four~ in 1989, but knew they 
would have to beat two of the three Big 
Ten schools at fhe regional meet to 
qualify for the NCAA meet. Despite 
an injury during the race to freshman 
Ann Westby, tlie Gophers defeated 
Iowa and MicHigan for the first time all 
season and finished second in the 
region to qualify for the NCAA meet. 
Minnesota finikhed 21st at the national 
championship pteet . . "These athletes 
gave blood and guts all season," said 
Wilson after th~ 1989season. "I 
couldn't have cyked for more from any 
of them this se~son. They did just 
marvelous things." 

The 1990 team tried to 
become Minne ota's first-ever team to 
repeat a trip to !the NCAA meet. The 
Gophers were yry consistent in 1990, 
defeated every non-ranked Division I 
team that they taced against. Con
versely, they lo~ to every ranked 
Division I team that they raced. The 

I 

Gophers were 1ose to getting ranked 
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all season, but never get over 
the hump. The Ten meet was 
hosted by the rs for the first 
time, and Nlltnnl¢S<)ta used the home-
course to place fifth. 
Minnesota behind the same 
four Big Ten and finished fifth 
at the regional 

The 1 

on 
NCAA team, grew 

for the 1990 and 

Rowe was 
erformer in 11 of 

finished 1Oth at 

Minnesota .,.__., • .,,. 
talent to get to 
either succeeded 
NCAA meet or very close to 
doing so. In 199 , the Gophers did 
not know what expect. Rowe was 
a solid #1 but the Gophers 



Eileen Donaghy 

jessica Langford 
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had several other veteran runners 
that were unproved in big-time 
meets. The Gophers showed t~at 
inexperience at the Big Ten me t, 
placing fifth for the second co secu
tive year. Minnesota shed that 
inexperience at the regional m et, 
partially due to the fact that th race 
was run at Indiana, Minnesota' 
favorite course away from the T,win 
Cities. The Gophers again pro ed 
why they like racing in Bloomi]l gton, 
as Rowe ran the race of her life o 
finish third in the region and le d 
the Gophers to a fourth-place flnish 
as a team, which was good enoJgh to 
qualify them for a second trip tb the 
NCAA meet in three years. In I 
Tucson, the Gophers ran their ~est 
race of the season as a team and 
finished 17th, Minnesota's best I 
national finish of the decade. "! he 
1991 team just refused to quit," aid 
Wilson. "It had a bunch of seni rs 
who wanted to prove they were 

good, and they did it. It was jusl a 
great team effort." 

Unfortunately for Min , e
sota, 1991 was Minnesota's last 
appearance at an NCAA cross 
country meet. The Gophers ha e 
continued to be one of the top tj,ams 
in the Midwest, periodically get~ing 
ranked in the NCAA top 25. Mrne
sota had one of their best Big Tep 
meets ever in 1993, finishing thifd in 
the conference for the third tim9 in 
school history. Minnesota had ~ 
streak of seven top-five finishes n 
the Big Ten meet and the NCAA 
regional meet stopped in 1995, Jrhen 

I 
the Gophers placed sixth in bot~ 
meets. The Gophers would typ~fally 

come close, but failed to make j e 
NCAA meet by the slimmest of 
margins. 

The individual perfor
mances have outshined the tea 
effort over the past three season 1

• In 
1992, senior Susan Bliss transfer ed 
into the Gopher program from 
Missouri and was Minnesota's t p 
runner in the final four meets of the 
season. At the 1992 Big Ten mee , 

1 

Lori Townsend 

Bliss finished sixth to earn all-Big Ten · 
honors in a tim~ that was 
Minnesota's fast~st since Donaghy's 
championship , ffort in 1987. At the 
region meet, Bliss finished eighth to 
qualify for the NCAA meet, where 
she finished 41st and just missed 
earning all-Amdrican honors. 

The 19~3 season saw Jessica 
Langford take o~er as the Gophers' 
team leader. A *g part of 
Minnesota's N9M meet team in 
1991, Langford ~as Minnesota's top 
finisher in each bf the races that she 
ran. Langford qnished fourth at the 
Big Ten meet, Minnesota's second
best individual finish at a conference 

I 

meet since the B~g Ten began spon-
soring womenis sports in 1982. 
Langford followed that performance 
with a fifth-place finish at the 
regional meet, sending her to the 
national meet for the second time in 
her career. She finished l03rd at the 
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decade. 

LaJilgt:o~4:1, Lori Townsend 
as Gopher team 

parlayed her 
meet experi
the most of 

'"'"''u'"""' finishing fifth 
TPr.Pnr·p championship 

Ten honors. 
... .,,, ..... ~ fifth at the 

a career-best 



The second decade of the 
University of Minnesota women's golf 
has seen three University alumnae lead 
the team. Anne Zahn, class of '67, 
brought the team into the new decade, 
coaching them from 1982-87. Zahn's 
protege Nancy Harris, class of '84, took 
over the team and coached from 1987-
91. Kathy Williams, class of '81 and 
former teammate of Harris', assumed 
the helm in 1991 and is the current 
coach of the Golden Gophers. All three 
have been named Big Ten coach of the 
year; Williams in"l992, Harris in 1989 
and Zahn in 1987. 

Over the last 10 years, 
Minnesota has been one of the leaders 
in the Big Ten Conference. The 
Gophers won the conference team title 
once, having finished among the top 
three teams seven times. The team was 
invited to the 1989 NCAA champion
ship and individuals were invited to the 
1987, 1988 and 1993 NCAA tourna
ments. The Gophers also fielded teams 
at the 1994 and 1995 NCAA East 
Regional Championships after sending 
two individuals to the inaugural East 
Regional in 1993. 

Minnesota won the 1989 Big 
Ten Conference title at Purdue, being 
led by Kate Hughes (1985-89), who was 
also the tournament medalist. Hughes 
also was the 1988 Big Ten individual 
champion, making her the only 
Minnesota female student-athlete to 
win back-to-hack medalist honors at 
the conference final. She was named 
the 1989 Big Ten Player of the Year. 

Besides winning the confer
ence title, the 1988-89 contingent was 
the only Minnesota women's golf team 
to compete as a team at a NCAA 
championship. Hughes and teammates 
Jodi Krafka (1984-89), Karen Weiss 
(1985-89), Kelli Ross (1988-91) and 
Krista Reuterfelt (1988-92) placed 12th 
at the 1989 NCAA championships at 
the challenging Stanford University 
Golf Course. At that time, the golf 
team became the highest placing 
Minnesota women's team at a NCAA 
championship. (That record has been 
eclipsed by the swimming and diving 

GOLF 

Julie Hennessy 

team which placed lOth at the 1992 
NCAA championship.) Hughes, 
playing in her third national champi
onship, tied for third and was named a 
National Golf Coaches Association 
(NGCA) all-American- second team. 
She also competed as a individual at 
the 1987 (t-53rd) and 1988 (t-56th) 
NCAA championships; Hughes was a 
NGCA all-American honorable 
mention in 1988. As a senior, she 
received the highest conference honor 
possible, being awarded the 1989 Big 
Ten Conference Medal of Honor. At 
the 1989 NCAA championship, Krafka 
tied for 54th, Weiss tied for 69th, Ross 
tied for 75th and Reuterfelt tied for 
94th. 
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During the 1985-86 season, 
Minnesota won the Gopher Fall 
Invitational and the Lady Invitational. 
Dee Forsberg (1983-87) won two 
tournaments, taking medalist honors at 
the Lady Badger and Iowa Invitationals. 
Julie Hennessy (1983-87) was first at 
the Gopher Fall Invitational. Minne
sota finished second at the Big Ten 
meet. 

The Iowa Invitational was the 
site of Minnesota's lone victory during 
the 1986-87 season. Mary Kuhlmann 
( 1984-1988) won her only tournament, 
earning medalist honors at the Iowa 
Invitational. The team was third at the 
Big Ten championship in 1987. 

·Minnesota had four team 
wins during the 1987-88 season under 



Sara Evens 
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Alabama Dual, with Reuterfelt winning 
the South Alabama Dual. 

Sara Evens (1989-93) won her 
first collegiate tournament as a frosh at 
Penn State during the 1989-90 season. 
She was named all-Big Ten and was the 
Big Ten Newcomer of the Year. Minne
sota finished third at the Big Ten meet. 
During the 1990-91 season, Evens won 
the Texas-El Paso dual meet with 
Minnesota winning the Texas-El Paso 
meet and the Minnesota Invitational. 
Minnesota finished fifth at the confer
ence championship. 

The Gophers won four 
tournaments during the 1991-92 
school year under the watchful eye of 
first year coach Kathy Williams. The 
team won the Minnesota, Hawkeye, 
Peggy Kirk Bell and Lady Northern 
Invitationals. Minnesota was second at 

Krista Larsen 

the Big Ten championships. Evens won 
the Desert Challenge and the Peggy 
Kirk Bell Invitational. Chris Wollack 
(1989-94) won the Minnesota Invita
tional for her only career win. 

Minnesota's only team victory 
during the 1992-93 season was at the 
Minnesota Invitational with Stacey 
Kolb (1991-93) winning the tourna
ment. The Gophers tied for the third at 
the Big Ten championships. From 
there, Evens and Kolb competed as 
individuals at both the NCAA East 
Regionals and national championships, 
finishing 67th and 99th respectively at 
the NCAA finals. 

Medalist and team honors 
were garnered by the Gophers at the 
Midwest Golf Classic during the 1993-
94 school year with Jana Erdmann 
(1990-94) earning medalist honors. 
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Dee Forsberg 

Amy Schmiesing (1991-95) won the 
first of her two career tournaments, 
taking the honors at the Lady Badger 
Invitational. Minnesota was sixth at 
the Big Ten championships. The 
University sent its first team to the 
NCAA East Regionals, where Minne
sota finished 18th. 

In the final year of the 
decade, the Gophers won the Iowa 
State Invitational with Angie Ause 
(1991-95) winning medalist honors. 
Schmiesing was first at the Minnesota 
Invitational. The Gophers repeated 
their sixth-place finish at the confer
ence championship. Invited again to 
the NCAA East Regional, Minnesota 
was 19th. 
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Women's gymnastics at the 
University of Minnesota has grown 
by leaps and bounds, vaults and 
somersaults and flips. The program 
has seen some of its best athletes over 
the past ten years. 

The most decorated Minne
sota women's gymnastics athlete and 
possibly the most decorated women's 
athlete at the university is Marie 
Roethlisberger (1987-90). She was a 
four-time all-Big Ten selection and 
Big Ten Gymnast of the Year. She 
won seven Big Ten titles during her 
collegiate career. During her first 
season ( 1986-87), she placed second 
on the uneven bars at the NCAA 
Championships and earned 
Minnesota's first-ever NCAA all
America honor in gymnastics. She 
won the Big Ten all-around (37.50) 
and uneven bars (9.70), while tying 
for second on the floor exercise 
(9.60). At the Central Region 
Championships, she finished first on 
the uneven bars and second in the 

GYMNASTICS 
all-around. At the NCAA meet, she 
placed 20th in the all-around (36.80) 
and second in the bars (9.65) 

Roethlisberger's junior year 
was memorable for all Gopher fans. 
She received the first-ever NCAA 
Honda Inspiration Award on Febru
ary 4, 1989, for overcoming signifi
cant personal adversity while achiev
ing excellence in both academics and 
athletics. She also helped lead the 
team to its second straight Big Ten 
title. She won four individual titles at 
the Big Ten Championships including 
the all-around (38.20), vault (9.70), 
balance beam (9.65) and uneven bars 
(9.80-tie). At the NCAA Central 
Region meet, Roethlisberger set the 
meet record with a 38.75 all-around 
score. She also tied for first with 
meet record-tying scores of 9.80 and 
9.70 on the uneven bars and balance 
beam, respectively. She tied for 16th 
on the uneven bars and was 23rd in 
the all-around at the NCAA Champi
onships. 

Marie Roeth/isberger 
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Roethlisberger could ask for 
nothing more than what she received 
her senior year. She won the all
around with a school and region 
record 39.075 at the NCAA Central 
Region meet in front of 7,591 
hometown fans. At the NCAA 
Championships, she won the uneven 
bars title with a 9.875, finished tied 
for fourth on the floor exercise at 
9.825 and finished seventh in the all
around with a 38.90. Roethlisberger 
received the 1990 American Award, 
given to the nation's outstanding 
senior gymnast as voted by the 
nation's women's gymnastics coaches. 

Besides her athletic achieve
ments, Roethlisberger was also 
honored for her academic achieve
ments. She was a three-time GTE
CoSIDA Academic All-America 
selection. She also received a 1990 
NCAA Postgraduate Scholarship, 
which she is using to become a 
doctor. 

Shelley Brown (1984-87) 
also helped catapult the women's 
gymnastics team into the spotlight. 
Her junior year (1985-96), she won 
the Big Ten all-around title with a 
37.35 score. She was the only 
gymnast in the conference to com
pete in all four individual finals. She 
placed first on the balance beam and 
seventh in the all-around at the 
NCAA Midwest Regional. 

Brown's senior year was just 
as productive as she set the school 
records in the vault (9.65). She 
competed in the balance beam finals 
for the second straight year, but a fall 
from the uneven bars prevented her 
from defending her Big Team all
around title. 

Laurie Kaiser (1984-86) had 
a tremendous junior year, winning 
the Big Ten floor exercise title for the 
second time and placing third on the 
uneven bars. 

Mary Jo Mastel (1985-87) 



finished fourth in the floor " .... "~"!''" 
her sophomore season at the 
Championships, earning her 
Ten honors. Her junior 
made it to the floor exercise 
the Big Ten Championships, ... 1., ...... 5 

seventh. 
Lisa Wittwer ( 1988 

two-time all-Big Ten selection. 
tied for the Big Ten all-around 
her first season, scoring a 38.1 
Wittwer placed seventh in the 
around with a 37.55 score at 
NCAA Central Region meet. 
placed third on the uneven 
a 9.70. She earned an at-large 
the NCAA Championships, 
scored only a 34.45. 

Wittwer's second 
proved to be just as productive. She 
tied with Roethlisberger on the 

year. Wittwer 
all-around at 
scored a 37.60 

floor exercise 
Big Ten 

the Big Ten title and 
in the all-around, 
for the NCAA 
She received Big 

the second straight 
a 38.30 in the 

only year of rt'.i-nn••h 

sota, she was 
benamedall-"~"u'c!~J«'-" 
selected as the 
the Year. She 
all-around (3 
meet. 

Shelley Brown 
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exercise at the B g Ten meet her 
sophomore seas n. She averaged a 
9.40 on the floo . In her junior 
season, Zolkows ·was named all-Big 
Ten after finishi gin a three-way tie 
for the floor exe cise title with a 9.70 
score at the Big en Championships. 
At the Central gional meet, she 
tied with team ate Monika Juhasz
Nagy for second on the vault with a 
9.775 score. 

Senior asons seem to be 
strong for any mnast and 
Zolkowski was exception. She 
scored a career st 9.80 to win the 
Big Ten floor ex cise title after tying 
for first the prev ous year. She also 
qualified for the CAA Central 
Region champio ships as an indi
vidual all-aroun . At the meet, she 
set a then school record with a 9.80 
on the vault. 

Kathy ss (1988-91) won a 
conference title t close out her 
career at Minnes ta. After suffering a 
fracture in her ee her senior 
season, she com eted on the balance 
beam for the firs time all season at 
the Big Ten meet She scored a 9.70, 
tied for the title nd earned all-Big 
Ten honors. 

Juhasz
bolds the school 
scoring a 9.85 ag inst Michigan on 
March 14, 1992. er second season 
at Minnesota, sh placed fifth in the 
all-around at the Big Ten meet, 
earning her all-B g Ten honors. She 
tied for second i the vault (9.65) and 
tied for sixth on e uneven bars 
(9.50). Juhasz-N gy qualified for the 
NCAA Central R gion champion
ships three times She tied for second 
on the vault in 1 90 with a 9.775 
score and placed ighth in the all
around at 37.575 in 1992. 

Jessica olf(l991 , 1993-94) 
established herse as one of the best 
gymnasts in the ig Ten her first year. 
She won the con renee vault title 
with a 9.70 score nd tied for second 
on the floor exer ·se with a 9.70 score 
also. She was the second-seeded 



Kathy Ness Cathy Zolkowski 

1991 Minnesota women's gymnastics team 

The Gold Book II • 30 



individual qualifier for the N IAA 
Central Regional with 
a 37.75 qualifying score. Her 
year, she competed exclusively 
uneven bars, scoring a season 
9.40. 

the Minnesota school record 
floor exercise at 9.90. She set 
record at Iowa State on 
1994. She also holds the ., ...... vu ... -

score on floor at 9.850, set at 
against Gustavus Adolphus on 
10, of the same year. She tied 
fourth place at the Big Ten '-'ua~u..,.
onships her junior year with a 
on the floor. 

Mindy Knaeble ( 1 
present) earned all-Big Ten 
1995. She placed third at the 
meet with a 9.80 on the v, .. , ..... ~ 

Lisa Wittwer 

ethlisberger. 
the Gophers have 

team titles in the 

Minn~sota started this ten 
top 20 most of the 

-86 squad was 
top 20 for most of 

the 1994-95 team 
top 25. The 
qualified five 

Region meet. 
finish was third when 
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three seasons 
named the 
Year. 

tradition and 
Minnesota 
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the next 10 



The University of Minnesota 
women's athletics entered a new era 
in 1993 with the addition of women's 
soccer. The sport became the 1Oth 
sport to be offered at the university. 

January 28, 1993, will be a 
day to remember not only by the 
University of Minnesota but by Sue 
Montagne as well. Montagne was 
named the first head coach of the 
women's soccer program, her first 
head coaching position. She came to 
Minnesota from Colorado College in 
Colorado Spring, Colo., where she 
served as an assistant coach in 1991 
an 1992. Montagne is a 1989 
graduate of Massachusetts where she 
played soccer for four seasons. 

Montagne had the task of 
compiling the first women's soccer 
team. She began the season with 11 
frosh, one sophomore, seven juniors 
and one senior. Four were transfers 
while for others, this was the first 
collegiate competition they would 
encounter. 

SOCCER 
The first taste of competition 

for Minnesota came on September 4, 
1993, as the Gophers hosted 
Creighton at the Bierman Track and 
Field Stadium. Although Minnesota 
lost 3-2, the Gophers began to build a 
reputation as an intense program. 
The Gophers had a 2-0 halftime lead. 
Jennifer Walek scored the first goal in 
Minnesota school history on a 
crossing pass from the right side that 
floated over the head of the 
Creighton goalkeeper. Walek also 
recorded Minnesota's first assist when 
she passed to Anne Meitz for the 
second goal of the game. 

Minnesota won the first 
match in school history three days 
later, as the Gophers defeated 
Macalester, 4-1 at home. Gretchen 
Brandt recorded the first "hat trick" 
in the win, scoring two of her three 
goals in the second half. Brandt then 
recorded her second hat trick the 
next weekend with three first half 
goals in Minnesota's 4-3 victory over 
Northern Illinois on September 11. 

The Gophers finished the 
season with a 13-6 record. The Big 
Ten Conference did not recognize 
women's soccer as a conference sport 
in 1993. 

Walek led the team in 
scoring with 22 goals and nine assists 
for 53 points. For her efforts, she was 
selected to the NSCAA/UMBRO all
Central Region second team. Brandt 
finished second on the team in 
scoring with 36 points ( 15 goals and 
six assists) . 

The second season brought 
more changes to the women's soccer 
program. The team moved to its new 
home field at the St. Paul Campus 
Soccer Field, opening the season at 
home on September 4, 1994, and 
playing to a 1-1 tie with Michigan 
State. The overtime game set the 
tone for the rest of Minnesota's 
season as the Gophers played five 
overtime matches, tying four and 
losing one. 

That match also marked the 
beginning of Big Ten Conference 

Anne Meitz, Erin Hussey and Goldie officially kick-off the first-ever 
women's soccer match. 

University President Nils Hasselmo participated in a practice session 
with the first women's soccer team. 
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play. It was the first Big Ten women's 
soccer match to be played. Ev1n the 
rain could not damper the spi~ts of 
454 fans as Big Ten Commissior er 
Jim Delaney, women's Athletic 
Director Chris Voelz and the Gopher 
captains declared women's soc~er an 
offical Big Ten sanctioned sporf. 

Minnesota got its first thorne 
victory at the new field on Sept mber 
9, as the Gophers defeated Wis<mn
sin-Milwaukee, 5-1 . Newcome~ 
Jennifer McElmury scored the first 
two goals of her Minnesota cart er. 

The highlight of the ser son 
came on October 22, when the 
Gophers defeated then 13th-ranked 
Wisconsin, 2-0, at the St. Paul I 
Campus Soccer Field. Brandt SfOred 
the first goal of the match, while Erin 
Hussey sealed the Gopher victo[y 
with a late second half goal. Th~ 
match drew the largest crowd · · 
school history with 644 fans g 
to see the teams battle. 

Another first in 1994 

with a 3-1 

the tournament, 
· ofWisconsin, 

over fourth-seeded 

3-0, to capture 
Championship. 

Mrnnc~so·ta ended the year 
record and 3-2-

. The Gophers 
the final ISAA 

rankings, its first ever 
ISAA Rankings. 

were numerous for 
and McElmury 

Jennifer Walek, ]ennif4r McElmury and Erin Hussey 
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· Ten selection 

North was a second team 
all-Big Ten seH!Qtton. McElmury was 
also named the Ten Newcomer of 
the Year. 

Walek 
scoring with 14 
for 34 points ... JL............... was second 
on the team in with 11 goals 

34 points. 
u-.•au'" '~' V"' Teresa O'Hearn 

played 1,933 
possible 1,950. 
outs, 140 saves 

out of a 
had four shut
a 1.12 goals 

are endless. 



The sport of softball is not 
conducive to northern schools like 
the University of Minnesota. Fall 
practice must be conducted early 
before the cold weather comes, and 
when pre-season practice begins, it 
must be held inside a gymnasium or 
a fieldhouse. Despite all of the 
disadvantages that a Northern school 
must face in the sport of softball, the 
University of Minnesota has put out 
very competitive softball teams over 
the past ten seasons. Three confer
ence championships, two NCAA 
tournament appearances, four NCAA 
all-Americans and 13 all-Big Ten first 
team members accentuate the last 
decade of Minnesota softball excel
lence. 

SOFTBALL 
In the history of Golden 

Gopher softball, four head coaches 
have guided the program, with three 
of them having served during the 
past 10 years. Linda Wells, the 
architect of the program from its 
inception in 197 4; coached Minne
sota from 1986-1989 before moving 
on to coach at Arizona State. Teresa 
Wilson was then hired by women's 
athletic director Chris Voelz from the 
University of Oregon, where Voelz 
had previously hired Wilson to lead 
the Ducks. Wilson coached at 
Minnesota in 1990 and 1991 before 
leaving to start a program at the 
University of Washington. Voelz 
wasted no time in finding Lisa 
Bernstein, who was an assistant coach 

Kathy Casull 
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at the University of Arizona, a 
perennial power in the sport of 
softball. Bernstein took over the 
reins in 1992, and is the current 
coach for the Gophers. 

Wells and the Gophers won a 
share of the Big Ten softball title in 
1986, the first-ever official Big Ten 
title for women at Minnesota after 
the conference started sanctioning 
women's championships in the fall of 
1981. "It was a big deal to win the 
first Big Ten women's title," said 
Wells. "We were recognized by the 
Regents at a meeting and give a 
special award. The 1986 team 
worked very hard and took great 
pride in winning the title." 

The Gophers had played a 
tough non-conference schedule to get 
them ready for the 1986 Big Ten 
season, and it paid off as Minnesota 
won six of its first eight games in 
conference play. Minnesota had an 
opportunity to win the conference 
championship outright by winning 
two of four games at Bierman against 
Indiana. The Hoosiers got great 
pitching to win three of the four 
games and force the three-way tie 
between Minnesota, Indiana, and 
Northwestern. 

Barb Drake was the domi
nant player for the 1986 team, as well 
as the dominant player in the 
conference. Drake was the 1986 Big 
Ten Most Valuable Player, topping the 
conference with a .408 batting 
average in Big Ten play and winning 
nine of her 12 Big Ten decisions in 
the circle with a 0.74 ERA. Overall, 
Drake led the Gophers in five key 
offensive categories, including batting 
average (.345), hits (49) and runs 
scored (27), as well as wins (15), 
innings pitched (164 2/3) and earned 
run average (1.06). She repeated as a 
second-team NCAA all-American, an 
honor that she also earned in 1984. 



Drake, who finished 
Gopher career in 1987, 
career leader at Minnesota 39 
doubles and is the only Gopher 
appear in the career top five 
and pitching lists. 

Kathy Casull was a 
Gopher who played third base , 
1986 championship squad. 
one of the few holdovers from 
team as the Gophers made '""JLuc:I 

push for a conference ... u.ouu!JIL>q:.:tu 

in 1988. 
The Gophers entered 

final weekend needing four 
against Michigan State and 
Michigan losses in four games 
Indiana to win the Big Ten title. 
Minnesota held the Spartans to 
runs in a four-game sweep and 
waited to find out their fate. 

The Hoosiers came 
with three wins to give the 
an undisputed Big Ten ... u.o.u•.u•<>H

ship. After winning their second 
Ten title in three years, •vuuu,<:::.uLa 

made its first-ever appearance 

co1nrrlitt'tine: only two errors 
at third base. 

all-Big Ten and 
cuJ-IVI.Iut:ast Region 

in 1989, Casull 
first-ever 

All-American in 
the sport of "v••u"''- She currently 
ranks third on Gopher all-time 
list with 534 de1~en!~ive assists. 

Bixby just getting started 
in her college , earning Big Ten 
Frosh of the honors with a 22-13 

Ten play). She 
J.Yu.uuc::.'I)'L<> single-season 

innings pitched and 
which are still 

d fellow first-year 
had hit career highs 

of a Big Ten 
in 1988. After 

had to adjust to two major changes in 
their careers. F st, they lost their 
head coach, wh n Linda Wells left 
and was replace by Teresa Wilson. 
Second, they bo h suffered season
ending injuries n 1990, which forced 
them to redshir the season. Both 
players had to g through a hard off
season of rehab· itation on their 
injuries. Howe er, for both players, it 
was well worth e effort. 

The 19 1 season was a 
magical year for Blank, Bixby and the 
entire Gopher s uad. Starting with 
the school's first ever home opener at 
the Metrodome, the Gophers played 
one of the toug est non-conference 
schedules ever f, r a Big Ten squad, 
going 21-19 be£ re the conference 
lid-lifter at Iowa Iowa won two of 
the first three ga es of the series, but 
the Gophers wo the series finale 5-3 
to achieve a split of the series and 
start a streak tha may never be 
matched. Four- arne sweeps of 
Northwestern, io State, Michigan 
State and Indian brought the 
Gophers to with two games of the 
Big Ten title. Mi nesota finished the 
job by sweeping ichigan to clinch 
the 1991 Big Ten championship. The 
Gophers won 19 onsecutive Big Ten 
games, a record hich stands to this 
day. 

"The tea had a great 
attitude," said W lson, the 1991 Big 
Ten Coach of the Year. "During the 
streak, they woul always find ways 
to win ball game ." 

Minnes ta's 20-4 Big Ten 
record matched t e record set by the 
1985 Northweste n team for best Big 
Ten winning per entage. The 
Gophers set a sc ol record with 48 
wins, including a win over Texas 
A&M during the CAA softball 
tournament, the chool's first in 
NCAA post-seas n play. 

Blank re ounded from her 
knee injury to se Minnesota single
season records w h 82 hits and 43 
runs batted in. T e 1991 Big Ten Co
Player of the Year also led the Go
phers with a .335 overall batting 



Brenda Bixby Kari Blank 

· The Bierman Softball Stadium 
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average and was named to the NCAA 
all-America second team. Bixby 
recorded her second 22-win s~1 

son in 
1991 and led the Gophers wit 20 
complete games and seven shu outs. 
Bixby, who also concluded her jcareer 
in 1992, is the Gophers' all-ti9e 

leader with 67 wins, 27 shutouJs and 
289 strikeouts. 

Once again, transition was a 
part of the Gopher program in 1992, 
as Teresa Wilson was replaced y Lisa 
Bernstein. The three players t1t 
were key members of the 1991 ig 
Ten title team that helped ease he 
transition were Lezlie Weiss, M~schel 
Doerr and Sarah Maschka. We~s 
became the first Gopher to hit 00 in 
the NCAA era by leading the B g Ten 
in 1992 with a .404 overall battjng 
average. Her .468 Big Ten aver ge set 
a conference record. Weiss fini hed 
her career with 259 hits, establifhing 
a new Big Ten career record. S e is 
also the career leader with 251 ames 
played and 755 defensive assist . 
Doerr ranks second on the all-t me 
list with 203 hits and 249 game 
played, but is the Minnesota all time 
leader with 82 stolen bases. MCifchka 
was Minnesota's top pitcher ini993, 
winning the final nine games o her 
career, seven by shutout. A 14- . arne 
winner in 1993, Maschka ende her 
career third with 41 victories, ti d for 
second with 20 shutouts and th rd 
with 226 strikeouts. 

The first two years of t e 
Bernstein era saw the Gophers in 
56% of their games, including a 32-
21 mark in Big Ten play. Both t e 

1992 and 1993 teams had chan1s to 
win Big Ten titles, but luck was ot 
on their side. In 1992, the Gop ers 
started the final week two game 
behind Iowa, but with a chance ~o 
pull even in a doubleheader aga,nst 
the Hawkeyes. Minnesota won the 
first game 4-3 and led 1-0 after ~our 
innings in the nightcap, but Iowa 
rallied for a 2-1 victory. The los~ 

I 

carried over to the weekend, as e 
Gophers lost the final four gam s to 
Michigan, who won the Big Ten 

cnam]:,IOrlsmp,. In 1993, the Gophers 
out of first place 

the season, entering 
series against Ohio 

.. '""u'·'" the first two 
Maschka broke 

the same after that, 
· their next eight games 
of the race. 
the two games that 

... ,a,4Ju~ .... against Ohio 

McGuinness 
1993 season, 
record with 11 

s first home run at 
. 1, and would be the 

McGuinness. 
three during the 
then set a school 

Minnesota's au-LHl.ll:; 

home runs. 
That 

Nelson. As a 

runs scored and 
She increased her 

.380, while leading 
36 runs scored 

in the NCAA era) 
A first-team ail-

in 1995, Nelson has 
in her final two 

'-'V""'"' outfield. 
softball 

offense, defense and 
rettlrn1I).g to the squad, the 

UlllJHr::• softball 

Lezlie Weiss' record-breaking hit 
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SWIMMING AND DIVING 
The past decade of Univer

sity of Minnesota women's swim
ming and diving has been one of 
winning seasons, numerous top three 
finishes at Big Ten Conference 
championships, ten appearances at 
the NCAA championships, academic 
hallmarks and a consistency of 
coaching staffs. 

Freeman was the Big Ten 
women's coach of the year in 1994 
and 1986. Assistant coach Terry 
Nieszner tenure is similar to 
Freeman's; she has been coaching 
and managing the travel plans for the 
team for 19 years. Coach Doug 
Shaffer is a relative newcomer to the 
program, entering his seventh year as 
the women's and men's head diving 
coach. Shaffer was the 1993 NCAA 
men's diving Coach of the Year and 
the 1993 and 1995 Big Ten women's 
diving coach of the year. 

Their leadership has contrib
uted to the squad's 10-year overall 
win/loss record of 79-24-2 for a .631 
winning percentage and a 46-13-2 
Big Ten Conference record for a .754 
winning percentage. 

Over the past decade, 
Minnesota has competed at every 
NCAA Division I Women's Swim
ming and Diving Championship. At 

the 1992 championships in Austin, 
Texas, the team finished in 1Oth place 
with 117.5 points for their highest 
finish ever at the national champion
ships. In fact, it was the highest 
finish ever for any Minnesota 
women's team at an NCAA champi
onship. Overall, Minnesota has had 
eight top 25 finishes in the past 
decade. During the same time, team 
members have been awarded all
American and all-American honor
able mentions honors 89 times for 
being finalists or consolation finalists 
at the national championships. 

A dominant power in the Big 
Ten over the past 10 years, Minnesota 
has finished second five times ( 1995, 
1991, 1989, 1987, 1986) with three 
more top five finishes (3rd- 1992, 
4th- 1990, 1988). Twenty-two 
swimmers and divers over the past 
decade have had won 19 individual 
titles and combined forces for 66 
shared relay team titles. Student
athletes have been named all-Big Ten 
36 times for being Big Ten champions 
or for their performances at confer
ence meets. 

Academically, the swimming 
and diving team has been competi
tive out of the water as well. Fifty
t?ree times Gophers have received 

Jodi Schirmers 
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Big Ten academic awards and 18 have 
received academic all-American and 
all-American honorable mention 
awards. 

Many talented student
athletes have contributed to 
Minnesota's great success over the 
past ten years. Laurie Nelson com
pleted her four years (1990-94) at the 
University as the most decorated 
female diver Minnesota has ever had 
in Big Ten and NCAA competition. 
Nelson is a seven-time all-American, 
one-time all-American honorable 
mention, a two-time NCAA Zone C 
diving champion and a three-time 
Big Ten Conference champion. She 
has received more all-American 
honors than any other Minnesota 
female student-athlete. 

At her first NCAA Women's 
Division I Swimming and Diving 
Championships in 1991, Nelson 
became the first Gopher female diver 
to earn all>-American honors by 
placing fifth in platform diving. 

At the 1992 NCAA meet, 
Nelson earned all-American honors 
in platform, one- and three-meter 
diving. At the 1993 NCAA champi
onships at the University Aquatic 
Center in Minneapolis, Nelson added 
two more all-American honors in 1-
meter and platform diving and all
American honorable mention status 
in 3-meter diving. Nelson in the only 
female diver in Minnesota history to 
win a Big Ten Conference title. 
Nelson first accomplished this feat at 
the 1992 conference championship 
when she was victorious in 1-meter 
diving. She went on to win the 3-
meter and platform events at the 
1993 Big Ten championship. 

A student-athlete who 
competed in the first and second 
decades of the department was Diane 
Wallner (1982-86). At the time she 
graduated, she was the fastest 
swimmer ever to come out of the 
University of Minnesota women's 
swimming program. 



In 1986, Wallner became 
only the ninth swimmer ever to! break 
the 23-second barrier in the 50- ard 
freestyle when she set the Big Tt n 
record at the 1986 conference eet 
with a time of :22.97. The tim still 
stands as the Big Ten record. A the 
1986 NCAA championships, W liner 
finished in seventh place in the ~0-
yard freestyle, her first NCAA al~
American honor in an individui l 
event. I 

By the time her collegiate 
I 

career was over, Wallner was a 1 -
time Big Ten champion, and in 
addition to the 50-yard freestyle 
record, she held the conference 
record in the 100-yard freestyle 
(:50.69) . At each of the four co9fer
ence championships, Wallner s~f at 
least one Big Ten record, with eifht 
records to her credit. She also e rned 
two NCAA all-American honor, as 

well as five all-American hono] le 
mention awards. 

Three other swimmers nd 
divers will be remembered as a letic 
standouts during the end of the rst 
and the beginning of the secon 
decade of Minnesota women's 
athletes. Sue Roell ( 1983-87) is 10-
time Big Ten champion and six- ime 
NCAA all-American/honorable 
mention recipient. She won the 100-
yard breastroke in 1986 and sue ess
fully defended it in 198 7 with a ig 
Ten rec_ord_ time ?f 1:02.69. Jo E'sen 
was a stx-tlme B1g Ten champiot as a 
relay team member and was a N AA 
all-American honorable mentio . 
J~di Sc?irmers (1984-88) was a ur
tlme B1g Ten champion, winnin& the 
1,650-yard freestyle in 1985, the [00-
yard freestyle in 1988 and was a 
member of winning 400-yard 
freestyle relay team in 1985 and 98 7. 

Nancy Swanum (1984- 9) 
was the 100-yard backstroke cha -
pion at the 1989 Big Ten meet, 
fighting her way to the win. Swa 
was also two-time conference 
champion and two-time all-Ameri
can honorable mention as a rela~ 
team member. 

on to earn 

Cfi<'lmoiam as a member 
and medley 

honorable ... , ... ~,•vu certificates that 
year in the 200- 400-yard 
freestyle relays the 200-yard 
medley relay. the next three 
years, Gunard five more Big 
Ten titles and more all-American 
honorable honors as a relay 

years in row a uu1uH<t:I 

event. (Roell was 
champion.) ~rp·,irpnr.'"' earned two 
more Big Ten 
the 200-yard 
was an all-

as a member of 
relay team. She 
(1989) and all
mention ( 1988, 
breaststroke 

went on to win 
50-yard freestyle 

in the 200-



Laurie Nelson 

Tanya Schuh 
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mention honors as a relay te.l 
member. Hop was all-Ameriqm 
honor mention one more tim~ as a 
relay team member. I 

The Netherland's Lin~a 
Oegema (1988-93) made a bi~ splash 
her sophomore year, winning the 
200- and 400-yard individual 1 edley 
(IM) events at the 1990 Big Te 
Championships. That year, egema 
placed in the finals of the 400- ard 
IM at the NCAA meet for all- meri
can honors and earned all-A~erican 
honorable mention in the 200 

1
yard 

IM. At the NCAA meet in 199

1

1, she 
was all-American honor in the 200-

yard IM and as member of a Jedley 
relay team. Lynn Newton also 
competed at the 1990 NCAA eet, 
earning all-American honorab e 
mention in the 1,650-yard freestyle. 
As a senior at the 1992 NCAA 
championships, Newton's guts and 
determination helped propel ~e 
Gophers to their first ever top \0 
finish at the NCAA championspips. 

Germany's Uta Herrntnn 
(1988-90, 1991-92) was a strong 
sprinter, earning four Big Ten Iu<~.uw=:. 
as relay team member. As a 
Herrmann was an 
200-yard medley relay and a 
time all-American honorable 
tion as a member of three 
teams. 

was a six-time Big Ten 
during her four years at 

winning the 
senior. She 
five Big Ten 
medley relay 
time NCAA 
American 

yard freestyle as a 
the freestyle leg of 

n.,,.,.,n.n, freestyle and 

relay team 1H~l""''"' 
her goals as 
meet at the 
Aquatic 
American 
individual 
50-yard 

mention in an 
finishing 11th in the 

relay team events. 
Big Ten record in 
yard backstroke, 
with a time of 

was a three-time Big 
member of freestyle 

as a member 
freestyle relay team. 
1-95) was a 200- and 

...... ,~tvl~> relay team Big Ten 
1992. She was all-

American hon rable mention in the 
200- and 400-y rd freestyle relays at 
the 1992 NC meet. 

At the 991 NCAA champi
onships, Lisa D vis (1987-91) was all
American hon rable mention in 1-
meter diving, e first Minnesota 
diver to score a an NCAA champi
onship. Andre Rudser (1990-92) 
was all-Americ n honorable mention 
in 200- and 400 yard medley relay 
events, as was is Zeller (1990-94) 
in the 200-med ey relay. At the 1992 
NCAA champi nships, Zeller was all
American in th 200-yard medley 
relay and all- erican in the 400-
yard medley rei y. 

At the rst Big Ten champi
onship of the d cade in 1986, 
Minnesota set fi e conference 
records. At the nal conference meet 
of the decade in 1995, Minnesota 
continued that adition, setting two 
Big Ten records. Frosh Kim Wilson 
(1994-95) set th 1,650-yard freestyle 
record with a ti e of 16:14.67, 
breaking the for er record by nearly 
three seconds. nior Kara Martin 
earned all-Amer can honors in 
platform diving nd all-American 
honorable menton in 3-meter diving 
at the 1994 NC meet. In 1995 at 

ionships, she was 
all-American ho orable mention in 
platform diving. 

At the 1 95 NCAA champi
onships, five swi mers and a diver 
joined Martin in the accolades. Olga 
Splichalova (199 -95) was an all
American in the 1,650-yard freestyle 
with a sixth-plac finish and all
American honor ble mention in the 
500-yard freestyl . Tanya Schuh 
(1993-95) was a all-American in the 
100-yard butter after finishing fifth 
and was an all-A erican honorable 
mention in the 2 0-yard medley 
relay. Other all- merican honorable 
mentions in the elay were Kiki 
Anderson, Grete en Hegener and 
Suzie Helvig. An rea Berg (1993-95 ) 
was all-America honorable mention 
in 1- and 3-mete springboard 
diving. 



con·sis·tency (ken sis'ten se) n. 1. 

agreement with what has already 
been done or expressed; conformity 
with a previous practice. 

-Webster's New World 
Dictionary 

During the last ten seasons, 
consistency is a key word in describ
ing the Minnesota tennis program 
both in terms of teams and individu
als. The Gophers have finished 
seventh or higher in the conference 
all but one season since 1985, and 
have had 16 all-Big Ten recipients 
during those years. 

Minnesota head coach Jack 
Roach (1983-87) was a model of 
consistency taking his team to four 
straight fourth-place finishes in the 
conference while compiling a 60-45 
(.571) career mark and a 27-23 (.540) 
Big Ten record. 

TENNIS 
Roach was the head coach 

during the tenure of Nancy Rost, a 
three-time all Big Ten selection and 
two-time MVP for the Gophers. Rost 
finished her career on the all-time 
victories list in both singles (74) and 
doubles (65 ), while posting winning 
singles records all four years at 
Minnesota. 

Roach also was instrumental 
in the start of the "Swedish Invasion" 
at Minnesota. Roach recruited players 
Kika Pahlett, Karin Eneberg, Anna 
Hallgren and Catharina Bengtsson to 
play for the Gophers. During their 
careers, the four compiled a 121-81 
singles record for the maroon and 
gold. 

After the 1986-87 season, 
Roach announced he would take a 
leave of absence and was replaced by 
David Creighton. Creighton had a 
successful inaugural year finishing 
with a 13-13 record and a 6-6 Big Ten 
mark. He also coached three Gophers 

AnneGorde 
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(Anne Gorde, Eneberg and Anne 
Marie Onvik) to all-Big Ten accolades 
in 1988, the first time in the history 
of the program that three Minnesota 
players received the award in one 
season. 

The 1988 season saw the end 
of another great collegiate career as 
Eneberg completed her eligibility at 
the 'U'. Eneberg finished ranked sixth 
on the all-time wins list with 75 
singles wins and was 12th on the all
time doubles list. She was named all
Big Ten once in her career and was 
the Minnesota Most Valuable Player 
in 1988. 

Perhaps the finest season in 
Minnesota tennis history occurred in 
1989 as Creighton was named Big 
Ten Coach of the Year after taking his 
team to a 19-10 overall record and an 
8-4 Big Ten mark to finish fourth at 
the Big Ten Championships. The 19 
wins were the most by a Minnesota 
team since the 1984 season and its 



year. 
For the second straight 

season, three Gophers were 
the all-Big Ten team and Gorde 
named Big Ten Sportswoman 
Year, an award voted on by 
ence players and given to the 
who best exemplifies the 
sportsmanship over the course 
season. Gorde and newcomer 
Olsson were named to the 
singles teams and the doubles 
Gorde and Tonya Breitag were 
selected to the first-team uuo.Ju"~" 
squad. 

Gorde finished her 
with 74 singles victories and 81 
doubles wins while playing both 
!'lumber one singles and doubles her 
last three seasons. Her 7 4 · 
ties her for seventh on the all
Minnesota career list and her 81 
doubles wins placed her sixth 
list at the time. 

The 1989 season also 
introduction of Olsson and 
Jennie Moe to the Minnesota 
Olsson became only the second 

newcomer in •n~uu'""u 
named all-Big 
selections she receive in her 

" !l''""'"'u her career at 
doubles wins, 

list. 

For her career, 
through

and became the 
past the first 

Indoor Intercolle
in 1990. The 

two-time Mlmntes<)ta 
Player ended 
singles wins, 
time list, and 871\JLU\J.u"'" victories, 
good for fifth 

Moe 

naming 
singles and uuuLf''-" 
joint 12-person 

After 

riiT'Pr1,hT'c chair to Martin 
to the Gophers 

he revitalized 

matJOl~l rebulldmg year 
and Breitag, 

""''""~' ... 4-19 overall and 
cOJlfetentce, its worst ever 

Big Ten record 
overall to finish 
Ten. Led by 

consecutive 
the Big Ten 
Johnson was 
player and had a 
streak at one 
second only to 



Soffie Olson and Jennie Moe 

Karin Eneberg Susan Culik 
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extended a tradition that was 
becoming a legacy of the wo·m€:h 
tennis program at Minnesota ... 
academic excellence. In "T---- -'-·u 

years at Minnesota, he has .. v.~'-liu::u 
20 academic all-Big Ten rDrini<>.h 

three CoS IDA Academic 

In accordance with 
academic excellence and '-Vll:>l:,~c::ln .. v 
during Novak's tenure, 1994 
to be much of the same as ••uu• 1 ~.,u 
placed seventh again at the Big 
Championships and welcomed 
bright new star in Tiffany 

Gates made an ,· ~~~0''' "' '' 0 

impact in her first season as 

stepped int?.the
1
number one singles 

spot, compthng a record of 17-11 in 
singles to earn first-team all-Big Ten 
honors. Gates became the first 
Minnesota athlete since Moe to 

I 

receive all-Big Ten accolades and was 
the first frosh to get the honor since 
Sofie Olsson in l989. 

Gates continued to enter her 
name in the Minnesota record books 
in 1995 as she b1came the first 
Minnesota woman athlete to receive 
an invitation to the NCAA Singles 
Championships in Malibu, Calif. 
Gates lost in the ,first round to Melissa 
Zimpfer of Tennessee, but still held 
her head high as

1
she became the first 

athlete to accomplish such a feat at 
Minnesota. Gates had an excellent 
year as she finished with a 26-10 
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earned all-Big 
second consecu

the year ranked 
in the Rolex 
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Track and field during the 
second decade of the Minnesota 
women's athletic department has had 
several changes, but one constant. 
During the past 10 years, the Cooke 
Fieldhouse was remodeled and a new 
surface installed. The Bierman Track 
and Field Stadium was built for the 
1990 United States Olympic Festival, 
and the 400-meter track with its ten 
48-inch lanes is the largest running 
surface in the United States. Hun
dreds of athletes and several assistant 
coaches have come and gone through 
the program, but head coach Gary 
Wilson has remained through it all. 
After taking over for Mike Lawless 
before the 1986 indoor season, 
Wilson has shaped the program to 
produce 16 Big Ten champions and 
16 NCAA all-Americans. Despite all 
of the individual honors, Wilson has 
strived to move the Gophers up the 
ladder as a team in Big Ten and 
NCAA competition. The best results 
have come in the last part of this 10-

TRACK AND FIELD 
year period, as the Gophers finished 
fourth at the 1994 Big Ten indoor 
meet and third at the 1995 Big Ten 
outdoor meet. 

The other constant in the 
Gopher program has been assistant 
coach Lynne Anderson. A two-time 
Olympian in the discus, Anderson 
has imparted her knowledge to the 
Gopher throwers over the past 
decade, and with sparking results. 
The Gophers have won 14 outdoor 
titles individually since the Big Ten 
instituted women's track and field as 
a sport in 1982. The 14 champion
ships have come in the javelin ( 6), 
discus (6) and shot put (2), all with 
Anderson as the throws coach. 

The start of the second 
decade of Minnesota women's track 
and field was filled with injuries and 
disappointment. Minnesota finished 
ninth in both of the 1986 Big Ten 
meets, scoring 12 points indoors and 
16 points outdoors. However, it also 
saw the conclusion of one of the great 

DeciaAgnew 
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track careers in Minnesota history. 
Senior Jody Eder set a varsity record 
in the indoor 1000 meters, a record 
that still stands to this day. Eder 
owns seven Minnesota varsity indoor 
records, ranging from 880 yards to 
two miles. She is also the Minnesota 
record-holder at 1500 meters and 
3000 meters outdoors. Eder is the 
only Gopher in history to earn all
American status on the track both 
indoors and outdoors. 

The 198 7 season saw the 
emergence of a new star on the 
Gopher scene, and some hope that 
the program might turn the corner. 
After a disappointing lOth-place 
finish at the Big Ten indoor meet, 
with only two athletes scoring six 
points, the Gophers were trying to 
find any spark they could. The spark 
came from a frosh by the name of 
Jean Schleusner in the discus. 
Schleusner, who had finished fifth in 
the 1987 Big Ten indoor shot put, 
improved her mark in the discus by 
over 20 feet during the season and 
finished second at the Big Ten 
outdoor meet. The Gophers placed 
three in the top six of the discus, 
scoring 13 of the team's 29 points. 
The 29 points earned the Gophers an 
eighth-place finish, Minnesota's best 
finish in a conference meet in two 
years. School records fell in the 
10,000 meters (Eileen Donaghy), 
triple jump (Jackie Robinson) and 
high jump (Robyn Hackbarth). 

The real improvement came 
during the 1988 season, one of 
Wilson's favorite as a coach. The 
Gophers earned their first-ever Big 
Ten indoor individual championship, 
as freshman Tracee Wolf leaped a 
school-record 5-9 3/4 to take the high 
jump title. Wolf's win helped the 
Gophers finish eighth at the Big Ten 
indoor meet with a school-record 19 
team points. Outdoors, the results 
got even better. Minnesota used two 
firsts and three seconds to score 58 



points and finish sixth, the 
best-ever showing at the rf\1MfPrPl-1rP 

meet. Donaghy, now a junior, 
finished second in the 5,000 
10,000 at the conference meet, 
finished eighth in the 10,000 at 
NCAA meet, earning the first 
American award for Minnesota 
outdoor track and field since 1 
Sophomore Decia Agnew (j 
and freshman Rachel Lewis 
began sensational careers with 
Ten championships. 

The 1989 team began 
the 1988 team left off, scoring a 
school-record 40 points at the 
Ten indoor meet and finishing 
sixth place, the best finish for 
Gophers until 1994. Senior 
Otto won Minnesota's first-ever 
Ten indoor championship on 1 

track, establishing a school 
the 600 meters that stands to 
The Gophers had the school's 
ever top-five finish in mind at th 
1989 Big Ten outdoor meet, but 
up just 4 1/2 points short with 

points and a seventh-place showing. 
Lewis continued her dominance in 
the discus, winning her second 
consecutive Big Ten championship 
and finishing fi£ib at the NCAA 
championship, her first all-American 
award. 

Lewis c0ntinued her brilliant 
career during the Gophers' 1990 
. d I . d m oar season, qtptunng a secon -
place finish at the 1990 NCAA indoor 
meet in the shot'put. It is the highest 
that a Gopher has ever placed at a 
national indoor meet, and Lewis 
became Minnesota's first indoor all
American since 1984. Lewis also won 
her first Big Ten ;ndoor champion
ship in the shot l'ut. Outdoors, the 
Gophers came clbse to an top-five 
finish for the thi~d consecutive year, 
but finished one !point out of fifth 
place. Minnesota's 59-point total 
marked the fourth consecutive season 
that the Gophers had improved their 
Big Ten meet score. Lewis won her 
third consecutive Big Ten discus title 
and her first-ever Big Ten outdoor 
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shot put title to ecome Minnesota's 
first double-win er at a Big Ten meet. 
Lewis gained all- merican status in 
both events at th NCAA meet. 
Agnew won her econd Big Ten 
javelin title, whil Otto ( 400-meter 
hurdles) and Sch eusner (discus) 
gained all-Ameri an status for the 
first time in thei careers. Lewis and 
Schleusner score 12 points in the 
discus to place innesota 18th 
nationally, the b t-ever finish for the 
Gophers at an N AA meet. 

Minnes ta's team perfor
mance slumped t the 1991 Big Ten 
indoor meet, sco ing 21 points in a 
9th-place finish. t did not affect 
Lewis, as the seni r won her second 
consecutive Big n indoor shot put 
title and placed s· that the NCAA 
meet to earn her fth all-American 
citation. Again, e Gopher team 
goal in 1991 was o crack the top five 
at the Big Ten ou door meet. But 
Minnesota came p seven points 
short, scoring 43 oints and finishing 
seventh. Lewis s red 14 of those 43 
points, but could ot win a confer
ence championsh p. Agnew was 
Minnesota's lone ig Ten champion 
in 1991 outdoors winning her third 
javelin crown. Le is and Agnew led 
Minnesota to a se ond consecutive 
top-20 finish at t e NCAA meet, with 
Lewis winning he sixth all-American 
award with a thir -place finish in the 
discus and Agne winning her first 
all-American han r with her fourth
place finish in th javelin. Lewis left 
Minnesota with s Big Ten titles, six 
all-American awa ds and both school· 
records in the sho put. 

Losing L wis and Agnew for 
the 1992 season, innesota was 
hoping to improv as it hosted its 
first-ever Big Ten omen's outdoor 
meet. However, e Gophers 
struggled for the ajority of the 1992 
season and finish d ninth, both 

senior Chris Row won her first-ever 
all-American awa d by finishing 
seventh at the NC meet in the 
mile, running the astest time for a 



Heather Berlin Rachel Lewis 

The Bierman Track and Field Stadium 
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Gopher in a decade. Junior Val 
was Minnesota's best performer 
the Big Ten meet, finishing 
the long jump. Owen remains 
Minnesota's top long jumper of 
time indoors. Outdoors, junior 
Susan Bliss delighted the home 
with a second-place finish in 
meters at the Big Ten outdoor 
Rowe scored in two events. 

In 1993, Wilson saw 
breakthrough that he had been 
hoping for since he came to 
Gopher program. After an 
point performance at the Big 
indoor meet, Minnesota scored 
school-record 79 points at the 1 
Big Ten outdoor meet, finishing 
fourth for the first time in 
history. Even more amazing, 
Gophers finished one point 

Wisconsin, a perennial power in the 
sport of womeA 's track and field. 
The Gophers Jere tied for the lead 
after the first day of the Big Ten 
outdoor meet .Jith 33 points, led by 
junior Heather1Berlin's performance 
in the javelin. fer throw of 178-2 
won the Big Ten title, set a school 
record and sent her to the NCAA 
meet, where sh~ finished third and 
became an all-American for the first 
time as a Gopher. The second day of 
the Big Ten meJt saw Minnesota 
score 46 points~ with 32 coming in 
the discus and tjriple jump. Frosh 
Lori Hardrick finished second in the 
triple jump to l~ad a 17 -point 
Gopher outburst. To this point, this 
was Minnesota'~ most successful 
team in history. 

The indoor season had been 
a struggle for tHe Gophers before 
1994. Minnesota had only one sixth
place finish and one seventh-place 
finish in the first 12 years of the Big 
Ten indoor meet. 1994 was a differ
ent story, as the Gophers scored a 
school-record 4l points and finished 
fourth. Sophomore Joan Karnes kept 
Minnesota's throws tradition alive 
with a Big Ten title in the shot put. 
Minnesota's spr~nters and jumpers 
also contributed to the team's 
success, as senior Sascha Ramsay and 
sophomore Kadlianne Sellers 
sparkled in the 200 meters, and 
Hardrick score~ in the triple jump. 
Minnesota came close to repeating 
their fourth-place finish at the Big 
Ten meet, but c1me up 3 1/2 points 
short and finished in seventh place 
with 58 1/2 points. Karnes repeated 
her shot put fea outdoors, leading a 
Gopher effort of 37 points in the 
throws and the neptathlon. Hardrick 
and junior Cindy Bethany also 
contributed heavily in the jumping 
events. However, the loss of Berlin, 
Ramsay and sophomore distance 
specialist Lori Tbwnsend to injury 
prevented the Gophers from even a 
better finish at the conference meet. 

The injury bug had crippled 
the Gophers in 1994, so health was 
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the main concer going into the 1995 
season. Minnes ta knew it had the 
talent to compet at the top of the 
conference, but e talent had to be 
healthy so it cou d score points at the 
big meets. Illne to Townsend and 
some bad breaks went against 
Minnesota at th 1995 Big Ten indoor 
meet, as the GoA ers could only 
muster 28 point and a seventh-place 
finish. First-yea performer Kim 
Martin broke M. nesota varsity 
records in the 55 and 200 meters, 
setting the stage or bigger and better 
thing in the upc ming years. 
Townsend regai d her health for the 
NCAA indoor m et and gained her 
first all-America award with a sixth
place finish in th 3,000 meters. 
Outdoors, Minn sota used the 'home 
track' advantage o score 85.5 points 
and place third f, r the first time in 
school history. F fteen different 
athletes scored p ints, including 
individual cham ionships for Berlin 
in the javelin an Parkos in the 
discus. Minneso a's 4x100 relay team 
finished third in school-record 
time, while Beth y exploded past 
the 40-foot barri r in the triple jump 
to place third. B rlin and Townsend 
wrapped up thei seasons by picking 
up their second a !-American cita
tions as Gophers. Berlin finished 
second in the jav lin, while Townsend 
finished sixth in e 5,000 meters. 

The end f the second 
decade of Minne ota women's track 
and field saw the chievement of the 
school's first-eve top-three finish at 
a Big Ten outdoo meet, and im
provement in eve y aspect of the 
program. Domi ance in the throws 
events continued but a resurgence in 
sprinters and ju pers can be seen. 
These facts point o a promising 
future for Minne ota women's track 
and field . 



As is the case with many 
women's sports, volleyball has seen 
many changes in the last decade. 
Budget, travel, suport staff, facilities, 
and NCAA tournament format to 
name just a few. But while changes in 
the sport at a national level have 
undergone revisions, the winning 
tradition of Minnesota volleyball has 
remained a constant. 

Four postseason appear
ances, including a trip to the "Sweet 
Sixteen': and eight 20-plus win 
seasons in the last decade. Twenty
one all-Big Ten selections, a Big Ten 
Player of the Year and two Big Ten 
Newcomer of the Year selections. 
Nine AVCAAll-Mideast region 
selections and five AVCA All-North 
Central region team members. All in 
the last decade. 

The seasons from 1985 to 
1989 proved to be a golden period for 
Minnesota volleyball, and players 
from those years still dominate the 
record books today. The names 
Miller, Gonzalez, Oesterling, and 
Schaefer are just a few that bring back 
memories of greatness to Gopher 
volleyball enthusiasts. 

The 1986 season saw the 
Gophers finish second in the Big Ten 
with a 13-5 record to post its best Big 
Ten finish since league play began in 
1982. As a senior in 1986, Pam Miller 
shattered career hitting and blocking 
records and finished her career as 
Minnesota's all-time leading hitter 
with 1,519 kills. She increased her 
career block assists record to 398 and 
added the total blocks record with 
536, a record that still stands. 

The Gophers started the 
1987 season with a bang, recording a 
7-0 record out of the gate that earned 
them a No. 20 ranking in the 
Tachikara coaches' poll, their first 
national ranking in the six-year 
history of that poll. Despite a 24-11 
overall record and third-place Big Ten 
finish by season's end, the Gophers 

VOLLEYBALL 

Pam Miller 

narrowly missed a bid to the NCAA 
Mideast Region Tournament, as only 
two Big Ten schools were invited. 

In 1988, the Gophers won at 
least 20 matches for the fourth 
straight year, finishing 21-10 overall. 
A late-season surge, in which the 
Gophers won six of their last eight 
matches, enabled the team to tie for 
second in the conference. 

The 1989 season proved to 
be one of the Gophers' most success
ful campaigns to date. Minnesota was 
29-9, finished second in the confer
ence with a 13-5 mark and recorded 
11 sweeps while earning its first-ever 
NCAA postseason berth. In the first 
round, a hometown crowd of 4,969 
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watched as Minnesota defeated 
Colorado, 3-0. Then it was off to the 
"Sweet 16," where the Gophers lost to 
No. I Mideast seed Nebraska, 3-1, in 
the semifinals of the NCAA Mideast 
Regional at Lincoln, Neb. The 
Gophers set team records in 1989 
that still stand for most kills, total 
attacks, assists and digs. 

Andrea Gonzalez (1985-88) 
dominated, making her mark on 
both the Minnesota and Big Ten 
record books. Gonzalez holds career 
school records for most kills (2,140), 
total attacks ( 4,918 ), service aces 
(265) and digs (1,188). Her four-year 
Big Ten kill total of 1,281 was first in 
the conference over that span. She 



became just the fourth NCAA 
Division I women's volleyball 
to reach 2,000 kills for her 
she held the Big Ten record for 
kills in a match with 41 against 
Michigan State (1987) until the 
season. Gonzalez was a .............. ~..., 
first-team all-Big Ten pick for 
straight years and is one of only 
players to be named to the 
conference's first team for four 
straight years. 

Chris Schaefer ( 1 
a school record with 646 kills in 
and is second in career kills with 
1,896. She earned most valuable 
player honors for the regional 
of the NCAA tournament in 1 
was named to the AVCA rui-IYJ.Iu<:; 

Region first-team and was first
all-Big Ten. 

Sharon Oesterling ( 1 
holds the Minnesota record for 
assists with 6,024 and for assists 
season with 1,725 in 1989. She 
first-team all-Big Ten selection 
first-team AVCA All-Mideast n ....... ..., .. 

selection in 1989. 
After its first NCAA 

ment appearance, Minnesota c:ntctPr,>f1 
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ri"'1,<Pr11~"1VP losing seasons in 
1992 season (25-

Gophers return to 
posting 25 wins 

to the 
._,._.,., .. , .. Volleyball 

best conference 
second place in 
13 conference 

Andrea Gonzalez 

Kansas City, Mo. 
three of four 

playoff games 
semifinal match to 

a 13-7 record, its 
since tying for 

. The Gophers' 
equaled the 

Ten victory total 
1986 and 1989 

's 22-9 overall 



Sue jackson Chris Schaefer 

Minnesota hosted Ball State in the second round of the 1993 NCAA Tournament. 
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tournament berth, and just as i!their 
first appearance, Minnesota rna e the 
most of it by advancing to the 
tournament's "Sweet 16." Adva cing 
to the round of 16, though, too~ two 
victories, as opposed to one win in 
1989, because the NCAA expan edits 
field from 32 to 48 teams in 199 . 
Minnesota defeated Ball State, 3-0, in 
the first round before facing the 
nation's fourth-ranked team in i 
UC-Santa Barbara on the Gauc o's 
home court. It went five games, but 
the Gophers prevailed, winning -2. 
Minnesota returned home for e 
NCAA Mideast Region semifina sand 
championship, where it fell to N tre 
Dame, 3-2, in front of 6,002 fan in 
Williams Arena. The team's lone 
senior, Sue Jackson, was named all
Big Ten and second team all-Mi4east 
Region. She ranks second on J 
Minnesota's all-time list in assist 
with 5,120. 

The Notre Dame match was 
the end of the line for the Goph rs' 
1993 season, and it was also the ast 
match the Gophers would play i the 
storied Williams Arena. 

After years of playing in 
Wiliams Arena, the Gophers beJn a 
new era with a "home of their o n" 
when they moved next door to t e 
Sports Pavilion. The 1994 seaso was 
Minnesota's first in the Sports l 
Pavilion, where the team now en,oys 
access to a home locker room di~ectly 

off the court, along with the tea} 
room for meetings, a complete 
training room and weight room t 
their disposal. 

The 1994 season (21-15 10-
10) also marked the third consecr.

1 
tive 

season that the team attended a 
postseason tournament and its tmird 
straight year with 20 or more wif s in 
a season. The Gophers posted 3 1 
record at the NIVC Championsh ps, 
losing to eventual champion Cal 
State-Northridge, 3-2. Middle itter 
Jean Schintz was named to the al-Big 
Ten first team and to the NIVC a !
tournament team, while Gretche 
Dahl ended her career second on the 

.?~ ·~,;· 
., ,. 

all-time block a~sists list. Heidi 
Olhausen set a new school record for 
block assists in 1 season with 126. 

A name that is finding its 
way to a permanent place in the 
record books is Katrien DeDecker. 

L 
DeDecker, a natlve of Bredene, 
Belgium, arrived on the scene in 1993 
and was named the Big Ten New
comer of the Year. In her first month 
of collegiate play, DeDecker recorded 
31 kills in a matt h. By her junior 
season in 1995, peDecker joined nine 
others to surpass 1,000 career kills. 

The 1994 season also marked 
the end of StepHanie Schleuder's 13-
year career as hdad volleyball coach at 
Minnesota. Schleuder departed as 
the Gopher coaah with a 263-173 

Anew 
volleyball begins 
face leading 1vuu1~'""u 
future. But as 
the last decade 
Gopher 
one tradition ... 

Katrien DeDecker 
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"At a recent meeting, the Board of 
Athletic Control decided to give "M"'s to 
the women of the first basketball team. 
This is the first time such recognition has 
been given the women and it is a fitting 
reward at the close of such a successful 
season as the past one has been. During 
the past year, ten games have been won, 
three of these games away from home. 
The letters have now arrived and are in 
the shape of a neat gold pin bearing the 
maroon "M': They will be awarded to 
Emily Johnston, Bessie Cox, Hattie 
VanBergen, Mabel Smith, Hannah Oren, 
Ivy Wagner, Mary Longbrake and Sylvia 
Frank." 

-The Minnesota Alumni Weekly, 
May 18, 1903 

The first "M"'s given to women 
athletes in 1903 as on record at the 
University archives may have been 
different styles, but the reasons for 
the awards today are the same. 

On May 20, 1975, the first Patty 
Berg Athletic Banquet was held at the 
Holiday Inn Downtown, in Minne
apolis, Minn. The banquet was to 
honor those women who have earned 
honors both academically and 
athletically. Patty Berg was the guest 
of honor for her dedication to the 
sport of golf, putting Minnesota 
women on the map. Patty Berg won 
more than eighty tournaments and 
helped found the Ladies Professional 
Golf Association (LPGA) in 1949. 
Born in Minneapolis, Minn., Berg 
grew up playing on boys' football and 
baseball teams. She picked up golf at 
the age of 13 and three years later 
won the 1934 Minneapolis City 
Championship - the first of twenty
nine amateur victories in seven years. 
She won the Minnesota State Cham
pionship and that same year ad
vanced to the final of the 1935 US 
Women's Amateur Championship. 
Berg turned professional in 1940 and 
in 1949 teamed with Babe Zaharias to 
form the Ladies Professional Golf 
Association (LPGA). She was among 

PATTY BERG 
the first inductees to the LPGA Hall 
of Fame in 1951, and to the World 
Golf Hall of Fame in 197 4. Berg now 
lives in Fort Myers, Florida. 

The early 'pioneers' probably 
never envisioned an athletic depart
ment and the opportunities now 
enjoyed by today's women athletes. 
For it was as recent as 1974 that 
women were not allowed to walk the 
lower level of the Bierman Field 
Athletic Building. And no doubt 
these women would be surprised to 
see the Aquatic Center, the track and 
field and the softball stadiums. They 
did not have the same facilities, the 
same conditions, or the same oppor
tunities as today's student-athletes. 
Yet, they had the desire to compete 
and to excel. And because of them, 
women's athletics is what it is today. 

We have had all-Americans, all
Academic, all Big Ten, Big Ten Medal 
of Honor, Big Ten Player of the Year, 
Senior Athlete of the Year and NCAA 
National Champions. We have 
records that are meant to be broken 
so we can say how proud we are to 
know we run quicker, score more 
points, and have higher GPA's. 

The department of women's 
athletics has honored those women 
who have set the ground before some 
of you were even born. That ground 
was a different nature- sharing 
uniforms between five sports, 
practicing at 9 p.m. because that was 
the time available after the men's 
teams were done practicing. Travel
ing trips by university cars and 
pooling money to pay for gas and 
meals. Though the setting was 
different, the desires and growth are 
still the same. 

We continue to encourage future 
student-athletes to continue this 
proud tradition. The decades before 
you were a beginning - a starting 
point to build upon and continue to 
turn dreams into reality. 
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"Let her swim, climb mountain 
peaks, pilot an airplane, battle against 
the elements, take risks, go out for 
adventure, and she will not feel before 
the world ... timidity." 

-Article written by 
Cindy Kommers 
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