


FROM THE CORNER OFFICE 1---1 BY MARK DIE N HART] 

D istinct signs of a reawakening were obvious in Golden Gopher 
football this past fall. You could see a change in the two areas that, 
according to conventional coaching wisdom, win football games 

- defense and special teams. 
Lamanzer Williams put together a spectacular season, after being a 

defensive role player for three seasons, and became Minnesota's first All-
American since 1971. He set school records in sacks in a career and season, and left little doubt 
that Mark Snyder, his position coach, is among the best in the business. 

Williams' success was due in no small part to the improved play of the Gopher linebackers 
and secondary. David Gibbs, the youngest defensive coordinator in Division I at 29, made a good 
share of that difference. So did the maturing of Tyrone Carter and a secondary that has paid its 
dues over the past several years. Then there was the play of Pare Williams, another home-grown 
talent we'll all be watching next year. 

Adam Bailey kicked five field goals in a 16-15 loss to Penn State in Happy Valley that will 
not be soon forgotten. We went into that game 34-point underdogs. And Tutu Atwell, who 
leaves Minnesota as its all-time leading receiver, put on a one-man show on kickoff and punt 
returns against Iowa State and throughout the season. 

But, it was the physical play of our team - something we've learned you need in the Big 
Ten - and the attitude of Glen Mason and his staff that takes little joy in moral victories, that 
represents the sure signs of better things to come. 

We'll have all the big dogs on the block once again on the 1998 Gophers' schedule. We were 
favored in only one Big Ten game last year - a win over Indiana. All other teams were ranked 
in the top 25 at one time or another. Only Illinois and Northwestern, who rotated off our sched
ule, were non-bowl teams when the year ended. One-point losses to Wisconsin and Penn State 
have us looking ahead, again, to next year. That anticipation takes on a different feel, however, 
with a head coach, staff and players who give solid reason for enthusiasm. 

It's time for everyone to join the effort to put the program on the right track. For too long 
not enough people have cared; perhaps our team gave fans little reason to care. Attendance was 
up this fall and our fans and students who saw us play have responded with a sense of genuine 
hope. I suspect our recruiting will experience a reawakening, given the verbal commitments we 
already have. I hope everyone, even those whose interests have only been passing ones, will rec
ognize that they, too, can have an impact on the program by planning to attend a game, or all 
games, next season. What a great thing it would be to see a Metrodome ring with the same 
sounds of W illiams and Mariucci Arenas. What a great thing it would also be to be a real partic
ipant in this reawakening. I hope you'll accept this invitation and hope you feel the same sense 
of anticipation we do. 

MAJOR UPCOMING EVENTS 

Thursday-Saturday , February 26-28 

Big Ten Men's Swimming & Diving Championsh ips 
Prelims begin at noon each day, with finals starting at 7 p.m. For ticket info, 
call the Gopher ticket office (624-8080 or 1-800-U-GOPHER.) 

l=riday-Sunday , March 6-8 

Harmel Foods Baseball Classic 
This year's tournament features Rutgers, UConn and Cal, in addition to our 
Golden Gophers. Action takes place at the Metrodome. (See page 6) 

Saturday , May 2 

Great Gopher Sports Auction 
The third annual event will be at Williams Arena and will be bigger and 
better than ever before. The cost is $20 per person, which includes food 
and beverage. For information, call the Williams Fund at 612/625-1001. 



I Fy I I 
MINNESOTA'S MEN 'S CROSS COUNTRY TEAM CAPPED OFF A MEMORABLE FALL WITH 

A TRIP TO THE NCAA CHAMPIONSHIPS LAST NOVEMB ER . THE LAST TIME MINNESOTA 

L. -------------'-QUALIFIED AS A TEAM FOR THE NCAAs WAS IN 1981 . HEAD COACH STEVE 

PLASENCIA LED HIS YOUNG GOPHERS TO FOURTH PLACE IN THE BIG TEN , SECOND IN THE REGION AND 

18TH AT THE NCAA MEET. THE FUTURE LOOKS EVEN BRIGHTER WITH JUST TWO GRADUATING SENIORS 

ON THIS YEAR'S SQUAD . LEADING THE WAY THIS SEASON WERE ERIC PIERCE (#4587 BELOW) , WHO F IN -

ISHED EIG HTH AT REGIONALS AND 44TH AT NATIONALS, CHAD JOHNSON (#4584) , WHO TOOK 23RD AT BIG 

JE Y P OLSON 

Big Ten Swimming & Diving Championships 

Minnesota is hosting this year's Big Ten Men's Swimming & Diving Championships at the Aquatic Center on 
February 26-28. Competition begins at noon each day with the swimming trials, followed by the diving preliminaries 
at 1:30 p.m. Finals are held each day at 7 p.m. All-session passes, which are good for all six sessions over the three days, 
can be purchased in advance only. The cost of the pass is $25 for adults and $20 for students. Individual session passes 
will be available at the door. For more information, call 624-8080 or 1-800-UGOPHER. 

lit's All Academic J 
A total of nine Golden Gopher student-athletes earned Academic All-Big Ten honors for the 1997 fall season. Cross 

country runners Eric Hartmark and Charles McClure were named to the Big Ten all-academic cross country team. 
Gridders Luke Braaten, Jason Hagman, Erin McManus, Brad Prigge, Cory Sauter, Theron Von Behren and Pare 
Williams were on the conference's all-academic football team. In addition, Sauter and Williams earned GTE District V 
Academic All-America recognition. 

I The Dynamic Duo] 

Football stars Cory Sauter and Tutu Atwell currently have their sights set on the classroom. Sauter already has his degree 
in kinesiology and is currently doing masters work, while Atwell is nearing a degree in sports management. But even 
though they are finished playing, they have earned their spot in the Golden Gopher football record book: 

Sauter's Minnesota Records 
Career Pass Completions 
Career Pass Attempts 
Career Passing Yards 

539 
945 

6,834 
40 

2,600 
.593 

Career TD Passes 
Season Passing Yards 
Season Completion Pet. 

Atwell's Minnesota Records 
Career Receptions 
Career Receiving Yards 
Career Receiving TDs 
Season KO Return Yards 
Season All-Purpose Yards 

171 
2,640 

17 
776 

2,073 
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MINNESOTA'S OWN 
MORE THAN HALF OF OUR GOPHER STUDENT

ATHLETES ARE FROM OUR OWN BACK YARD 

From high school state champions to all-state selections 
to the prestigious Mr. Hockey, Mr. Basketball and Mr. 
Wrestling award recipients, they call Minnesota their 
home and claim "The Rouser" as their school song. 
Year after year, some of the finest athletes to compete at 
the University of Minnesota do not cross any borders 
for their collegiate experience. 

T hey are Minnesota's own: stand-out Minnesota high 
school student-athletes who choose to attend the 
University of Minnesota over other top NCAA 

Division I schools around the country. 
More than half of the male student-athletes at the 

University of Minnesota hail from the Land of 10,000 
Lakes. From 28 of 43 baseball players to a perfect 23 of 23 
athletes that make up the hockey team, the majority are 
home-grown. The reasons for choosing the "U" and the 
Maroon and Gold are similar: community support, family 
and friends, great programs with tradition and the feel of a 
hometown crowd. 

When senior Sam Jacobson was in his last year at Park 
High School in Cottage Grove, Minn., he was faced with one 
of the toughest decisions of his life. Stay at home or accept a 
scholarship elsewhere to play college basketball? The scholar
ship offers were many, the decision was difficult, but in the 
end choosing the University of Minnesota turned out to be 
one of the best decisions he has made. 

"Expectations have been high here, but there are a lot of 
people in that situation," Jacobson said. "There 

1--------------l BY SUSAN FILKINS) 

ALL-AMERICAN JASON DAVIDS OF FOREST LAKE , MINN . , 

LEADS MINNESOTA'S NATIONALLY RANKED WRESTLING TEAM 

Gopher hockey team. The hockey team is the only revenue
producing NCAA Division I team in the nation to have all of 
its athletes hail from its home state. From Edina to Warroad 
all 23 members of the hockey team are from the state of 
Minnesota. For the past six years, the Golden Gophers have 
signed Minnesota's "Mr. Hockey," including last year's recipi-

ent Aaron Miskovich of Grand Rapids, 
Minn. 

are a lot of kids who go to their home school 
and are expected to do more than they're 
capable of. I try to not worry about it." 

For decades home-grown athletes like 
Jacobson have dazzled and entertained 
Golden Gopher fans of all ages and back
grounds. In 11 varsity men's sports at 
Minnesota, there are 339 total student-ath
letes, and 176 of them are native 
Minnesotans. 

By the 
numbers 

In fact, it has been 10 years since the 
Golden Gophers have had an athlete who 
was not raised in Minnesota play on the 
team . Golden Gopher senior Casey 
Hankinson said that fact is the backbone of 

Throughout the years, the state of 
Minnesota and the University have pro
duced many outstanding athletes. From the 
Professional Golf Association 1996 Player of 
the Year Tom Lehman to former Golden 
Gopher basketball great and current 
Minnesota Timberwolves vice president of 
basketball operations Kevin McHale, the list 
could go on forever. 

Probably the quintessential example of 
cultivating Minnesota athletes is 
"Minnesota's Pride on Ice," the Golden 
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MINNESOTANS ON 
GOPHER MEN 'S 
ROSTERS FOR 

1997-98 

Baseball 
Basketball 
Cross Country 
Football 
Golf 

the team's continued tradition. 
"It's unique to any sport no matter what it 

is around the country, especially with the 
success that we've had here," Hankinson 
said. "College hockey isn't always in the 
national spotlight, but it is highly regarded. 
To represent your state and your school with 
yo~~ hometown products, that really says a 
lot. 

For Minnesota natives like Hankinson, 
playing in Mariucci Arena in front of more 
than 9,800 Minnesota fans is reward 
enough for turning down scholarship offers 
from other successful hockey programs. 



"It's a pretty rough opportunity to 
turn down," Hankinson said. "It's a 
great program with top-ranked facili
ties. The people here are great, everyone 
from the coaching staff down to the 
trainers. It's a good group of people and 
a great team." 

The Golden Gopher wrestling 
team has experienced national success 
with their teams, largely due to in-state 
talent. Current assistant head coach 
Marty Morgan was the last wrestler to 
earn an NCAA tide for Minnesota, 
which he did at 177 pounds in 1991. 
He was a native of Minnesota, having 
graduated from Bloomington Kennedy 
High School. ALL-AMERICAN MARTIN ZIELINSKI , A NATIVE OF BLOOMINGTON , MINN. , IS ONE 

Senior Jason Davids, a Forest Lake, OF THE GOLDEN GOPHER TEAM CAPTAINS THIS SEASON 

Minn., product, has no hesitation in 
explaining why he picked the "U" over other top-ranked 
wrestling schools. 

"I think the support is the main reason I decided to come 
here," he said. "I get support from my family and friends. It's 
good to be close and it's easier when you're closer. It's also more 
convenient for your family and friends to come watch you and 
support you. " 

Bloomington, Minnesota, native Martin Zielinski is 
another example of the way that one of the Minnesota's teams 
has prospered by recruiting Minnesota athletes. A tri-captain 
for the swimming and diving team this year, Zielinski was a 
two-time state champion in the 100 fly as a junior and senior 
at Bloomington Jefferson High School as well as the nation's 
top-ranked swimmer in the 100 fly. Since coming to 
Minnesota, he has continued to succeed, becoming a two
time All-American and the school recordholder in the 
100 fly. 

Choosing Minnesota over swimming 
powerhouses like Stanford, USC, 
Auburn and Michigan was a natural 
decision for Zielinski. He had swam 
under Golden Gopher head 
swimming coach Dennis 
Dale for four years at the 
Aquatic Center as a mem
ber of the Twin Cities 
Club Swimming Team. 

Zielinski said Dale's 
influence and the Aquatic 
Center, along with the opportunity to swim in front of his 
already established group of fans from his home state, were 
far roo much to turn down. 

"I chose Minnesota because it's close to home," he said. 
"I also like the academic opportunities that the 'U' offers. 
Some of the other big swimming schools I looked at didn't 
have that at the time. Overall I chose Minnesota because I 
knew Coach Dale and I knew I would experience success 

here. " 
For all these athletes, staying at home is probably the best 

decision they have made in their young lives. Just ask John 
Roethlisberger (Afton, Minn.), a two-time Olympic gymnast; 
PGA star and 1996 British Open champion Tom Lehman 
(Alexandria, Minn.); future Major League Baseball Hall of 
Famers Paul Molitor (St. Paul, Minn.) and Dave Winfield (St. 
Paul, Minn.); hockey great Neal Broten (Roseau, Minn.) or 
former running back Darrell Thompson (Rochester, Minn.). 
They could all attest to their experience at the University of 
Minnesota as one they are sure to never forget. 

"It is important to our department and to 
the University that we continue to recruit 

from all parts of the country and the 
world," said Director of Men's Athletics 

Mark Dienhart. "But I am extremely 
proud of the fact that so many of 

our student-athletes are from 
right here in our own back 
yard. It is truly a program 

in which the state of 
Minnesota can take 
pride." 

SENIOR CAPTAIN 

CASEY H ANKINSON 

IS ONE OF 23 

MEMB E RS OF 

M INNESOTA'S 

" P RIDE ON ICE ." 
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I WILLIAMS FUND I-----t[ FROM THE WILLIAMS FUND STAFF] 

THE G IBSON- N AGURSKI FOOTBALL FACILITY ADDIT ION AND REMODELING PROJECT IS UNDERWAY 

"We wanted a facility that a prospective student-athlete and his family could walk into, look around and 

say 'wow.' This addition will truly give us a 'wow' building. It will help attract the type of players we need 

in order to be successful. "- Coach Glen Mason 

That "wow" facility has already started. Construction 
began on the addition to and remodeling of the 
Gibson-Nagurski Football facility in June of 1997. 

There are three areas included in the plans: 
1) Interior Remodeling of Existing Facility: The current facil
ity was finished in 1985 and had no interior updates until 
now. This phase includes an expanded players' lounge, new 
coaches' offices, an additional 1,900 square feet and wood 
lockers added to the locker room, 1,800 more square feet on 
the upper level, air conditioning on the lower level and other 
general updates. 
2) Entry Addition: A 2,000-square-foot addition to the main 
entryway will provide a striking first impression to visitors. 
The open, glassed-in space will contain a "hall of fame" area 
featuring interactive displays, trophies, banners, and a photo 
gallery of past and current Golden Gophers. 
3) Weight Room: One of the deficiencies in the current facil
ity is the lack of weight room space. This phase of the project 
involves a new weight room of as much as 8,000 square feet 
replacing the current 5,900-square-foot weight room. 

This entire project carries a price tag approaching $5 mil
lion. These dollars will allow us to complete all of the facets 
and enhance a building which will help us attract the very best 
student-athletes possible. 

There are numerous opportunities to have a name 
attached permanently to one or more of the units listed. Here 
are some of the naming opportunities: 

PROPOSED GLASSED-IN ENTRY ADDITION ATTACHED TO 

THE SOUTHEAST CORNER OF THE CURRENT BUILDING 

AREA 
lobby/entrance area 

team lounge 
weight room 
equipment room 
coaches' conference room 
assistant coaches' offices 

weight room office 
individual lockers 

COST 
$500,000 
$250,000 
$250,000 
$100,000 

$75,000 
$50,000 each 
$25,000 
$2,500 each 

We must depend on the generosity of those who recognize that 
our single largest area of growth is in the success of football. 
This building enhancement will help us reach our potential 
and greatly assist the department's overall efforrs. Your gift, 
which can be paid over a five-year period, will help us reach 
our goal of $5 million. We ask that you join us in this impor
tant effort. For information, call Jan Unstad (612/626-7812). 

Golf might be the furthest thins 
from your mind at this time of 
the year, but come springtime 

you'll wish you had these dates on your 
calendar: 

1998 Williams Fund Golf Events 
Mon., June 1 

Mon., June 8 

Mon., June 22 

Fri., June 26 

Mon., July 6 

Mon., July 20 

Austin C.C. 

Albert Lea G.C. 

Rochester 
(Willow Creek) 

Coleraine 
(Eagle Ridge) 

Hayfield (Oaks C. C.) 

Eden Prairie 
(Bearpath G & C. C.) 

A FOURSOME FROM MIDWEST SPORTS CHANNEL GIVE GOLDY THE 

BUSINESS DURING A BREAK IN THE ACTION AT THE 1997 W ILLIAMS 

FUND GOLF EVENT AT BEARPATH . ( L TO R ) : KEVIN CATTOOR , STEVE 

WOELFEL , GOLDY, JON CHERNEY AND KEVIN SMITH . 

Proceeds from these events benefit the 
Williams Scholarship Fund. For more 
information, call 612/625-1001. 

4 GOLDEN GOPHER ACTION 



T he Williams Fund provides financial assistance for 

sruden r-arhleres competing as parr of the 11-sport 

Golden Gopher athletics program. Rising costs 

mean more private support is necessary to be successful. 

Private financial support provides for the enrire cost 

of each scholarship al lowed under NCAA guidelines. 

During 1997-98, those costs total more than $2 million. 

A gift of $50 or 
The majority of men's hockey and 

basketball assured searing donations have 

will make a been earmarked to pay debt service on 
the buildings which house them. T here is 

a significanr need for additional dollars 

for scholarship costs. 
difference in the 

success of Golden 
Gopher athletics. 

Receive donor 
amenities in 
appreciation 

of your support! 

The Williams Fund giving chart 

(right) outlines amenities available for 

donors at five differenr levels. Gifts are 

counred during the fiscal year, from July 

1 to June 30, and benefits are awarded 

during the fo llowing fiscal year. 

Make your gift today by mailing a 

check to the Williams Fund, 516 15th 

Ave. SE, Minneapolis, MN 55455. 

You may be interested in avoiding capital gains taxes 

by making a gift of appreciated stock. For more informa

tion please call 612/625-1 001. 

T HE ANNUAL D ONOR SKATING P ARTY IS ALWAYS A 

HIT, AS THESE YOUNG GOLDEN GOPHER HOCKEY 

FANS FOUND OUT LAST YEAR WHEN THEY MET TEAM 

CAPTAIN CASEY HANKINSON . THIS YEAR 'S EVENT 

TAK E S PLACE FEBRUARY 1 , 1998. DONORS W H O 

CONTRIB UTE $350 OR MORE ANNUALLY TO THE 

WILLIAMS FUND ARE INVITED TO THIS EXCLUSIVE 

EVENT . FO R MORE INFORMATION , CALL T HE 

WILLIAMS FUND OFFICE (612/625- 100 1 ). 

-· ~ . 
~ ~ 

<.!> • <.!> • <.!> • The Williams Fund is 7 _oo 9 ...... ;:.- \.Jolll ~ ~ ~ ....... Q.) o = \j)$>l prou<;J to offer the 

?~ 
0'0 ~:!:. ~ 8 3 '? n ~fJ -t -< following benefits to 

(1) ,....._ '0 'D - · loya l supporters of the 00 - !;>'(!) 'D ::>_ 
~ 8 o· - c () 

$ v ~ :J . "' 6 ~ ~~ 'On () c program. 
'D 'O!>l v 

~~0 :::> c Levels are for 
() v 

annual g!ving ~ 0 c c - · :::> v (July 1 to June 30.) ~ (1) v 

Assured seating dona-
tions dQ count toward 
giving level dollars. 

>< >< >< >< >< Tax Deduction 

>< >< >< >< >< Membership Card 

>< >< >< >< >< Lapel Pin 

>< >< >< >< >< 
Gold Country 
lOo/o Discount 

>< >< >< >< >< Quarterly magazine 

>< >< >< >< Reception Invitations 

>< >< >< 
Invitation to Ha ll of 
Fame Dinner 

Opportunity ro purchase 
...... N (.Jol reserve lot parking (FB, 

BB, HO) 

Media Guides (upon 
>< >< >< request, subject ro 

availability) 

>< >< >< Invitation to end of 
season sports banquets 

>< >< 
Game program recogni-
tion (FB, BB, HO) 

Plaque recognition in 
>< >< Williams and Mariucci 

Arenas 

Post-season ticket pur-. . . chase priority (Subject to . .J ..;, ...... availability - including 
Big Ten BB Tournament) 

...... N 
Away game ticket priori-
ty (subject to availability) 

Complimentary pass (4 

>< >< max.) to the Williams 
Arena Club (if you have 
BB tickets) 

Name plate on seats 
>< (BB, HO - if purchase 

tickets) 

Invitation to private din-
>< ner with athletics direc-

tor & head coaches 

...... N (.Jol +Priority level for ticket 
location assignment 

'Annual donors of $50 or more have the opportuni ty to purchase spe
cial merchandise, unique to Williams Fund donors. The merchandise 
will be ava ilable through mail-order. 

" Ticket alloca tion will be determined by the cumulative amount of 
gifts to the Williams Fund. 

+Priori ty level for ticket location assignment does not affect current 
seating location. Priori ty will be used for the improvement process 
and for assigning new season ticket holders based on availability. 

Dollars counted toward giving levels are those given directly to the 
Williams Fund. Support of specific sport booster groups or the "M" 
Club does not count toward giving levels. 

Gifts received Ju ly 1 to June 30 count toward cumulative giving levels 
and must be cash or cash equiva lent gifts. Benefits are awarded the 
following fiscal yea r. For example, cumulative gifts of $3,500 or more 
from july 1, 1997 to June 30, 1998 wi ll count toward a Williams Arena 
Club membership for the 1998-99 season. 
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PLAY BALL!!! f-------------------[BY RH ONDA LUNDIN) 

T HE 1 998 BASEBALL SEASON GETS UNDERWAY WITH THE PRO-ALUMNI GAME ON 

FEB RUARY 8 , FOL LOWED B Y THE H ORMEL F OODS B ASEBALL CLASSIC IN EARLY MARCH 

It might still feel/ike winter, but baseball season is just around the corner, and the Golden Gopher 

baseball team has two of its marquee events in the seventh annual Pro-Alumni Game and the 

1997 Hormel Foods Baseball Classic coming up in February and March at the Metrodome. 

T he Pro-Alumni Game, set for Sunday, Feb. 8 at 1 
p.m., welcomes back some of the greatest players 
ever to wear the Maroon and Gold. For the past 

six years, former Golden Gopher greats have come back 
together to challenge the current Maroon and Gold 
squad in an event that introduces today's players to the 
program's stars of the past. 

"Our professional alumni game is really an oppor
tunity to celebrate our tradition," Head Coach John 
Anderson said. "But it's also for the 
players. When you can bring back 
the Paul Molitors, Terry Steinbachs, 
Denny Neagles, Dan Wilsons, you 
are bringing people back who repre
sent your values - the values you 
try to build your program on. Those 
are real people, and our players get 
opportunities to meet them and to 
understand who they are and why 
it's so special to be part of our fami
ly at the University of Minnesota." 

HORMEL FOODS 
BASEBALL CLASSIC 

SCHEDULE FOR 1 998 
March6 
12:15 p.m. Cal vs. UConn 

ANDERSON EXC HANGED PLEAS

ANTRIES PRIOR TO LAST YEAR 'S 

PRO-ALUMNI GAME. 6:30 p.m. Rutgers vs. Minnesota 
ships from other corporations like March 7 

1:30 p.m. 
4:30p.m. 
7 p.m. 

Cal vs. Minnesota 
Baseball Clinic 

General Mills, Pillsbury, Oscar 
Mayer, Sheraton Mpls. Metrodome, 
Wilson Sporting Goods, American 
Airlines, Lee Lines, Easton Sports and 
many others have played a big part in 
the growth of the tournament. 

UConn vs. Rutgers 
The Golden Gophers will be 

honoring a very special part of 
Minnesota's baseball tradition at this 
year's game when the team retires 
the jersey of longtime volunteer ass is-

March 8 
1:15 p .m. 
5 p.m. 

UConn vs. Minnesota 
Rutgers vs. Cal California, Connecticut, Rutgers, 

and Minnesota comprise this year's 
tournament field and promise once 

again to make it a showcase for some of the best collegiate 
baseball in the country. 

tant coach Herb Isakson. Isakson started his work with the 
program in 1966. An honorary "M" letterwinner for uni
versity athletics, Isakson will also be presented with a dis
tinguished service award and have his number put up on 
the walls of Siebert Field this season. 

"He has been the one constant," Anderson said. "H erb 
started with (former Golden Gopher Head Coach) Dick 
Siebert and has coached with me every game I have coached 
at the University of Minnesota. Herb has been truly 
unselfish. His rewards have not been monetary, but his 
rewards have been the game, working with the players and 
being a part of our tradition. We talk about our Golden 
Gopher family, and Golden Gopher baseball has been 
Herb's family throughout the years." 

The Hormel Foods Baseball Classic is set for March 6-
8 and features some of the top teams in the country. The 
tournament, which was established in 1985, has developed 
into one of the most respected collegiate tournaments in the 
nation. Hormel Foods Corporation begins its fourth year as 
the tide sponsor of the annual spring event, and sponsor-

6 GOL D EN GOPHER ACTION 

Minnesota wi ll have a young, but experienced team 
this season. Despite losing 11 seniors to graduation, all of 
the team's position players have starting experience led by 
junior Robb Quinlan. The infielder/outfielder led the team 
with 53 RBis and set the single-season school record with 
29 doubles last season. Sophomore third baseman Matt 
Scanlon will also provide the Golden Gophers with an 
offensive punch. Scanlon led the team in hitting a year ago 
with a .404 batting average. 

"Our tournament started in 1985 and has developed 
into an event that has continued to attract some of the top 
teams and players from around the country," Anderson 
said. "It's been a credit to all of the people who have worked 
hard over the years. There has been a lot of cooperation 
from throughout our communi ty, and especially our spon
sors, that has allowed us to put together such a successful 
tournament." 



GOL.DEN GOPHERS IN THE COMMUNITY 
[BY R UFUS SIMMONS 1-----------------__J 

THE MINNESOTA HOCKEY TEAM IS PART OF COOPERATIVE PROGRAM WITH THE U OF M 

B OOKSTORES IN HELPING LOCAL ELEMENTARY SCHOOL STUDENTS LEARN TO READ 

I
magine what it would feel like to have an 

assembly of 500 highly motivated and 
focused elementary students welcome you 

to their school's "Face-Off" Assembly by 
singing the University of Minnesota Rouser. 

"Awesome" would be the only way to 
describe the experience; just ask Gopher 
hockey team members Brett Abrahamson, 
Jason Godbout, Brad Timmons, Mike Lyons 
and Nate Miller. They received this enthusi
astic welcome when entering the assem bly of 
the University of Minnesota Men's 

Intercollegiate Athletics I Prosperity H eights 
Elementary School Reading Program. 

This program is a collaborative efforr 
berween the U of M Bookstores, Prosperity 
Heights Elementary (a St. Paul public school) 
and the Golden Gopher Men's Athletics 

This community 

service project is one 

of the many 

examples of the 

University of 

Minnesota Men's 

lntercollegiate 

Athletics Department 

The fall quarrer's highlight was rhe 
"Face-Off" Assembly in which the Golden 
Gopher players demonstrated hockey stick
handling fundamentals and provided person
al encouragement and motivation to the kids 
to read more. The winter quarrer will be 
highlighted with follow-up class room visits to 
check individual progress, reward the stu
dents, and encourage them to continue to 
read. During the spring quarrer, team mem
bers will parricipare in the final school visit of 
the year, and rake parr in the reading pro
gram's award ceremony. 

This community service project is one of 

giving something back the many examples of the University of 
Minnesota Men's Intercollegiate Athletics 
Department student-athletes giving some

student-athletes 

to the community. 

Deparrment. The University Bookstore generously donated 
T-shirrs to all students and staff at Prosperi ry Heights to 
show their supporr of the program. The reading program is 
in it's fourrh year of existence. This year marks a change in 

team leadership from Clem Haskins and the Golden 
Gopher basketball team, which was the first team involved, 
to Doug Woog and the hockey team, who have now been 
invited to share in this experience. 

thing back to the community; sharing in the 
communities social and civic responsibilities as role models 
to the youth; and personally growing as individuals through 
team activities. 

For more information regarding this program and 
other Men's Athletics Deparrment community service 

opportunities, and/or request for student-athlete service 
projects contact Rufus L. Simmons, Director, Center for 
Student-Athlete Development at 612/624-4314. 

GOLDEN GOPHER PLAYERS BRETT ABRAHAMSON , JASON GODBOUT, BRAD TIMMONS , MIKE LYONS AND NATE 

MILLER DEMONSTRATED STICK-HANDLING TECHNIQUE AT THE FALL "FACE-OFF" ASSEMBLY. 

WINTER 1998 7 



PLAY( N ' BY THE RULES Jt---------i[Bv CHRIS SCHOEMANN] 

underlying truth to the University of Minnesota's 
ontinued athletic success is that, in addition to the 
erformance of superior student-athletes and coach

es, this institution has the support of a great deal of loyal 
friends. Whether you are an alumnus, donor, booster or 
other "friend" of the U, the institution is proud to have 
your continued support and interest in its athletics pro
grams. It needs to be remembered that such interest and 
support comes under the umbrella of NCAA rules. 

The NCAA describes such supporters of athletics pro
grams as "representatives of athletics 
interest"; the term you are probably 
more familiar with is "booster." 
Under NCAA rules, the U of M is 
responsible for all actions of its 
boosters. Too often we see cases 
where the NCAA has levied stiff 
penalties against institutions for 
violations committed by boosters. 
In the NCAA's eyes, the institution 
should have known of the activities 
in question and shou ld have 
stopped them prior to their occur
rence. As you know, the U of M is 
committed to compliance with 
NCAA, Big Ten and WCHA rules 
and regulations. Toward that end, 

NCAA Rules and 
Regulations For 

Alums and Frieads 

we developed programs that help 
ensure that our boosters have resources 
to refer to in times where questions 
may anse. 

The Office of Athletic 
Compliance developed a brochure enti-
tled NCAA Rules and Regulations for Alums and Friends. This 
brochure is free of charge and helps answer questions that 
arise during your interactions with our student-athletes 
and/or programs. It lays out real-life situations in an easy
to-read format that helps the booster understand what are 
oftentimes complex NCAA rules. For instance, did you 
know that boosters can not: 

• Have any contact with a prospective student-athlete (e.g, 
in-person, via telephone) either on or off the U of M cam
pus for recruiting purposes, or 
• Buy a birthday gift for one of our currently-enrolled stu
dent-athletes. 

There are a number of things a booster can do to assist our 
programs. Among those permissible activities are: 

• Employing a prospective student-athlete during the 
summer prior to his/her enrollment at the institution, or 
• Entertaining a current student-athlete or an entire team 
with a meal at your home on an occasional basis. 

In any of these instances, it is imperative that you check 
with my office before proceeding. The brochure is avai lable 
by calling 612/626-2070. Please call with any questions. 

CLUB JUST FOR Kl 
Gans Kids Club is a cool way for young Gopher fans ages 13 and under to become involved 

Utl~Vtmtv of Minnesota Men's Athletics and the excitement of the Big Ten. For only $15 a year, members 
receive free tickets to select Gopher athletic events and official Club merchandise not available anywhere 
else. They also receive a free subscription to Goldy's Gazette - the official newsletter that keeps young 
fans informed about players, coaches, and other events going on throughout the year! 

Goldy's Gang Members receive these benefits: 
Personalized Membership card ~ Birthday card from Goldy 

Goldy's Gang T-shirt "fP Goldy Gopher Poster 

Pocket schedules of Gopher Sports 

FREE admissiofl to Gopher Men's 

..,. ..,. Notification of special events 

Subscription to quarterly newsletter 
Olympic sports! 

GOLDY'S GANG KIDS CLUB MEMBERSHIP FORM 

NAME----------------- AGE BIRTHDATE -------

ADDRESS CITY ______ STATE ZIP __ _ 

PARENTS'NAME ----------------- PHONE 

Mail to: Goldy's Gang T-SHIRT SIZE (Circle one) 
University of Minnesota YOUTH: S M L ADULT: S M 
4 Oak Street SE - 121 Mariucci Arena 
Minneapolis MN 55455 Please enclose $15 check or money order payable to: University of Minnesota 
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A PICTURE IS WORTH A THOUSAND WORDS 
[ PHOTO BY W ENDELL V ANDERSLU I S f---------------------.J 

HONOR SINCE 



WRESTLING - #3 IN THE NATION 
JAN. 2.Jrd vs. IOWA 

7 PM - WILLIAMS ARENA 

FEB. 13th vs. Michigan State 
730 p.m.- PAVILION 

Fl:./3. 14th us. Michigan 
7:30p.m.- PAVILION 

(G(Q) JLJ.D) IRN (G(Q) IF IHIIRm. 

ACTION 
U NIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA 
Department of Men's Ath letics 
Bierman Field Athletic Bu ilding 
516 15th Avenue SE 
Minneapolis, MN 55455 

BASEBALL @ METRODOME 

FEB. 8th PRO-ALUMNI GAME -1 PM 

6-Btb HOR111h'L FOODS CLASSIC 
MINNESOTA, CAI.JFORNIA, 
CONNECTICUT, RUTGERS 

ONE OF THE PR£HJER EVENTS IN THE COUNTRY 

NON-PROFIT ORG 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 
Permit No. 155 

Minneapolis, Minn. 
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FROM TH E CORNER OFFICE 1-------l BY MARK DIENHART] 

I
n some areas of the university the word has gone out that donors 

are not inrerested in brick and mortar. Buildings, in the minds of 

some, are not as important as scholarships, endowed chairs and 

other critical pans of the engine that drives higher education . I'm 

grateful that, in men's athletics, things are different. Our generous 

donors, like Lee and Louise Sunder who recently gave us $500,000 

toward our football remodeling effort, know the same thing we know. As our commu

nity talks about new stadiums for professional sports teams, as recruits compare our 
school 's facilities to others and as budgets grow or diminish with fans' attraction to the 

comfort and excitemenr of venues or not, the conclusion is inescapable. Facilities are 
absolutely crucial to our athletic success. 

Nor in our own, bur in some circles of inrercollegiate athletics, the battle for bigger 

and better faciliti es has many of the features of a cold war arms race. Remember the days 

when countries needed the capacity to destroy the civi lized world several times over to 

fee l secure? What really mattered was having more destructive capabi li ty than your 

enemy, wharever rhar mighr be, and wirhout regard to wherher ir made any sense. I've 

been reminded of thar as universiries have bartled one anorher to have rhe largesr capac

ity stadium or arena, or rhe biggesr weighr rraining faci li ty or mosr skyboxes. 

In a conference like the Big Ten, rhe bar gets ser pretty high. The battle is among 

the nation's top schools mustering their resources to build the very best. Ar Minnesota 

we can be proud that, in the past ten years, we have assembled absolutely first-rate ath
letic faciliries without being caughr up in the excesses thar have affected others. In my 

own relatively short time at the university, I have been involved in the completion of the 

Aquatics Center, one of the top three faci lities of its lcind in the United States, and rhe 

outdoor rrack, good enough for the 1990 Olympic Fesrival. I've had a chance to see the 

tradition of Williams Arena preserved and enhanced by a major remodeling, as well as 

the bui lding of the finest col legiate ice hockey faci lity in the country in Mariucci Arena. 

The Sporrs Pavilion and the new ice hockey facility, which wi ll be constructed beginning 

next fall, have or will become first-class primary homes for women's athletics programs 
and will be used by men's athletics teams. 

A new indoor and outdoor tennis center will soon bring our faci lities up to the stan
dards our teams have set under Jerry Noyce and, now, coach Dave Geatz. Our indoor 

track in the Fieldhouse wi ll be resurfaced and reconfigured this coming year. All of that 

MAJOR U PCOMING EVENTS 

Saturday , April 25 

Spring ~ootball Game 

(continued on page 8) 

Join coach Glen Mason as he provides a sneak peak of the 1998 Gopher football 
team. The game begins ar 11 a.m. in the Merrodome. Admission is FREE. 

Satu r day , May 2 

Great Gopher Sports Auction 
The third annual event wi ll be at Williams Arena and wi ll be better than ever before. 
T he cost is $20 per person, which includes food and beverage. (See page 1.) 

Satu r day , May 30 

Gold Count ry Run & Gopher FanFest 
Fun for fans of all ages. Join us for the run, the fest or both. The run takes you 
through the U ofM campus. The FanFest features food beverage, music and more! 



FROM T HE CO RNER O F F ICE t------1 BY MARK DIENHART] 

I n some areas of the university the word has gone out that donors 
are not interested in brick and mortar. Buildings, in the minds of 
some, are not as important as scholarships, endowed chairs and 

other critical parts of the engine that drives higher education. I'm 
grateful that, in men's athletics, things are different. Our generous 
donors, like Lee and Louise Sunder who recently gave us $500,000 
toward our football remodeling effort, know the same thing we know. As our commu
nity talks about new stadiums for professional sports teams, as recruits compare our 
school's facilities to others and as budgets grow or diminish with fans' attraction to the 
comfort and excitement of venues or not, the conclusion is inescapable. Facilities are 
absolutely crucial to our athletic success. 

Not in our own, but in some circles of intercollegiate athletics, the battle for bigger 
and better facilities has many of the features of a cold war arms race. Remember the days 
when countries needed the capacity to destroy the civilized world several times over to 
feel secure? What really mattered was having more destructive capability than your 
enemy, whatever that might be, and without regard to whether it made any sense. I've 
been reminded of that as universities have battled one another to have the largest capac
ity stadium or arena, or the biggest weight training facility or most skyboxes. 

In a conference like the Big Ten, the bar gets set pretty high. The battle is among 
the nation's top schools mustering their resources to build the vety best. At Minnesota 
we can be proud that, in the past ten years, we have assembled absolutely first-rate ath
letic facilities without being caught up in the excesses that have affected others. In my 
own relatively short time at the university, I have been involved in the completion of the 
Aquatics Center, one of the top three facilities of irs kind in the United Stares, and the 
outdoor track, good enough for the 1990 Olympic Festival. I've had a chance to see the 
tradition of Williams Arena preserved and enhanced by a major remodeling, as well as 
the building of the finest collegiate ice hockey facility in the country in Mariucci Arena. 
The Sports Pavilion and the new ice hockey facility, which will be constructed beginning 
next fall, have or will become first-class primary homes for women's athletics programs 
and will be used by men's athletics reams. 

A new indoor and outdoor tennis center will soon bring our facilities up to the stan
dards our reams have set under Jerry Noyce and, now, coach Dave Gearz. Our indoor 
track in the Fieldhouse will be resurfaced and reconfigured this coming year. All of that 

MAJOR UPCOMING EVENTS 

Saturday , April 25 

Spring Football Game 

(continued on page 8) 

Join coach Glen Mason as he provides a sneak peak of the 1998 Gopher football 
. ream. The game begins at 11 a.m. in the Metrodome. Admission is FREE. 

Satu rda y, Ma y 2 

Great Gopher Sports Auction 
The third annual event will be at Williams Arena and will be better than ever before. 
The cost is $20 per person, which includes food and beverage. (See page 7.) 

Satu rday , Ma y 30 

Gold Country Run & Gopher FanFest 
Fun for fans of all ages. Join us for the run, the fest or both. The run rakes you 
through the U of M campus. The FanFest features food beverage, music and more! 



I FYI I 

I Honori ng Herb "Ike" Isakson 

This year, the Gophers honored a very special part of Minnesota baseball tra
dition when the team retired the jersey of longtime volunteer assistant coach 
Herb Isakson. Isakson started working with the program in 1966. An hon
orary "M" letterwinner for universiry athletics, Isakson has been presented 
with the universiry's distinguished service award and had his number retired 
prior to the Pro Alumni game on Feb. 8. 

"He has been the one constant," Head Coach John Anderson said. 
"Herb started with (former Golden Gopher coach) Dick Siebert and has 
coached with me every game I have coached at the Universiry of Minnesota. 
Herb has been truly unselfish. His rewards have not been monetary, but his 
rewards have instead been the game -working with the players and being a 
part of our tradition. We talk a lot about our Golden Gopher family, and 
Golden Gopher baseball has been Herb's family throughout the years." 

Isakson's No. 5 will forever stand next to the retired jerseys of Paul 
Molitor, Dave Winfield, Dick Siebert and Dave Chelesnik on the outfield wall at Siebert Field. 

I Bill Munsey Update] 

Fans of Gopher football will remember former star running back Bill Munsey, who led Minnesota to a 1962 Rose 
Bowl win. As many of you know, Munsey has heart problems and must take $1,000 worth of medication a month. A 
year ago his insurance company went bankrupt, and no other insurance provider would pick him up. So he turned to 
former teammate Dick Larson who, together with Mark Davy, executive director of the "M" Club, have spearheaded a 
fund-raising project to help Munsey. 

"I hope Bill's situation will be resolved in the next few months," said Larson. "His insurance company might 
come out of reorganization, or he might be able to get on his wife's insurance. But both of those are iffy. We have raised 
enough money to cover his medication costs for the last few months, but we need all the help we can get. " 

If you are interested in helping out or if you just have questions, you can call Larson ( 612/227 -7717) or Davy 
(612/944-1333). 

I A Very Prol if ic Pa i~ 
Hoopsters Eric Harris and Sam Jacobson will have their names in the 

Golden Gopher record books for a long, long time. Heading into the NIT 
the senior teammates have both cracked the career 1 ,000-Point Club. In addi
tion. Harris will likely set a record for three-point percentage in a single sea
son, and is on the team's career top 10 lists for assists, steals and three-point

E RIC H ARRIS SAM JACOBSON 

ers. Jacobson is on the top 10 lists for steals as well as. field goals and three-pointers made and attempted. 

1,000 POINT CLUB CAREER STEALS 
1. Voshon Lenard 2,103 1. Melvin Newbern 
2. Mychal Thompson 1,992 2. Eric Harris 
3. Willie Burton 1,800 3. Townsend Orr 

4. Randy Breuer 1,777 3. Voshon Lenard 

5. Kevin McHale 1,704 9. Sam Jacobson 

6. Sam Jacobson 1,608 CAREER ASSISTS 
7. Lou Hudson 1,582 1. Arriel McDonald 
8. Tommy Davis 1,481 2. Eric Harris 
9. Trenr Tucker 1,445 3. Townsend Orr 
10. Chuck Mencel 1,391 
29. Eric Harris 1,019 

215 
182 
173 
173 
125 

547 
403 
401 

CAREER FIELD GOALS CAREER 3-POINTERS 
1. Mychal Thompson 823 1. Voshon Lenard 276 
2. Voshon Lenard 723 2. Townsend Orr 163 
3. Kevin McHale 714 3. Sam Jacobson 162 
10. Sam Jacobson 602 7. Eric Harris 75 

CAREER FG ATTEMPTS CAREER 3-PT. ATT. 
1. Chuck Mencel 1,653 1. Voshon Lenard 755 
2. Voshon Lenard 1,613 2. Sam Jacobson 449 
3. Mychal Thompson 1,452 3. Townsend Orr 448 
4. Sam Jacobson 1,391 7. Eric Harris 206 

VISIT OUR WEB SITE @ 

www. gophersports. com 
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I UNSUNG HEROES J~----------l[BvKATHvRoss] 
MINNESOTA'S OLYMPIC SPORTS TAKE CENTER STAGE AS BOTH THE GOLDEN GOPHER MEN'S 

SWIMMING AND DIVING TEAM AND THE TRACK AND FIELD TEAM WIN BIG TEN GOLD 

The arena isn't jam-packed, 
the seats aren't sold out, and 

often the results aren't front

page news. Regardless, the 

student-athletes competing 
in the so-called "non-rev
enue" sports at the University 

of Minnesota work as hard as 
the football, basketball and 
hockey teams. They don't 

compete for the spotlight; 

they compete for themselves, 
their team and the pure love 

of their sport. 

race. They did, and I'm especially 
proud that rhey did. We maintained 
our level of enrhusiasm all weekend." 

Over the last ten years, non-revenue 
sports at rhe Universiry of Minnesota 
have been our best-kept secret. One 

JUNIOR BEN JENSEN WAS THE BIG TEN 

The next day it was the track 
and field team's turn. The Gophers 
outscored runner-up Wisconsin by 14 
points, 108-94. And, like the swim
mers, they did it with superior depth. 
Only rwo Gophers won tides -
Staffan Strand in the high jump and 
Ben Jensen in the pentathlon. But 19 
different tracksters scored in individ
ual events, and both relays also placed. 
In addition ro winning the pen
tathlon, Jensen rook fourth in the 
pole vault. Tyler McCormick scored 
in rwo events - the high jump and 
the long jump. Runners-up in the 
meet included Fred Rodgers (a cor
nerback on the football ream) in the 
55-meter dash, Scott Beadle in the 
600 meter dash and Vesa Rantanen in 

INDOOR PENTATHLON CHAMP, AND ALSO 

SCORED IN THE POLE VAULT. 

need only look back a few weeks for 
evidence of rhar. On February 28 the Golden Gopher men's 
swimming and diving ream captured irs second Big Ten ream 
ride in the last three years, scoring 74 more points than sec
ond-place Michigan. The Gophers did it with depth, scoring 
714 points despite having only one individual champion -
Ty Bathurst in the 50 free . Bur the Gophers rook 

the pole vaulr. 
Ir marked rhe first rime in rhe hisrory of the Big Ten 

indoor championship - 88 years of hisrory - that 
Minnesota had won rhe team ride. 

"Anybody who's been ro a Big Ten meet knows rhar the 
fervor and intensiry over a rwo-day period is almost 

unmatched," said head coach Phil Lundin. "If 
second place in eight events and also won three 
of rhe five relays. Bathurst swam legs on rwo of 
rhose winning relays. Other rop Gopher per
formers included Jeremy Reints (first on rwo 
relays, fourth in rhe 100 free and third in the 
50 free) , Martin Zielinski (first in the 200 
medley relay, second in the 100 fly and 200 
fly), Alex Massura (first in the 400 free relay, 
second in the 100 back and 200 back, third in 
rhe 200 IM) and John Cahoy (first in the 400 
free relay, second in the 100 free, third in the 
100 fly.) 

Minnesota's strength in rhe sprints was 
evidenr. "Minnesota has the best sprinters in 
the Big Ten," said Penn Stare swimmer Greg 
Stacey. "There was a lor of maroon our there." 

"I was convinced we had it won after 
Saturday's prelims," said Minnesota coach 
Dennis Dale. "That was the turning point. Bur 
even when it appeared we had won, I rold our 
guys ro swim as if the meet depended on each 

2 GOLDEN GOPHER ACTION 

By the 
numbers 

MINNESOTA'S 
CONFERENCE 

TITLES IN 
THE '90S 

Baseball ('92) 
Basketball ('97) 
Gymnastics 

('90-92, '95) 
Hockey ('92, '97) 

1 

1 

4 
2 

Swimming and 
Diving C'%, '98) 2 

Tennis ('92-95) 4 

1 
1$ 

you know you're in the hunt for the ride, it's an 
experience like no other. This year, we were 
there. 

"We don't get big crowds, so rhe motiva
tion has to come from somewhere else. The 
motivation comes not only from inside each 
individual athlete, bur also from being sur
rounded by talented teammates. You become 
convinced that, as a group, you can accomplish 
anything. It has a cumulative, almost snowball, 
effecr." 

Minnesota's high level of success has been 
evident in other sports as well. Tennis has won 
four Big Ten ream championships in the last six 
years. Cross country finished the 1997 season 
with a second-place finish at the NCAA 
District V Championships and a trip ro rhe 
NCAA Championships, irs first since 1981. 
The golf ream has made a trip ro the NCAA 
Tournament every year since 1993. The 
wrestlers placed third in rhe nation a year ago 



AFTER BEING THROWN IN THE POOL, A SOAKED COACH 

DENNIS DALE RECEIVES CONGRATULATIONS FROM A 

RELATIVELY DRY MARK DIENHART. 

and have been ranked between second and fourth in the coun
try the entire 1998 season. The gymnastics team has four Big 
Ten team championships and two second-place Big Ten fin
ishes, and has also finished in the top five in the NCAA five 
rimes since 1988. The baseball squad has had 35 consecutive 
winning seasons, and is off to a hot start again this year. All 
told, these "lesser visibility" sports have produced 79 different 
All-Americans in the '90s alone. 

It certainly isn't by accident these programs are so pros
perous. Director of Men's Athletics Mark Dienhart has con
tributed to dramatic improvements in the department's com
petitiveness, facilities, financial stability and academic perfor
mance in all men's athletics program during his eight year 
tenure. 

"Our success is due to a pattern that has developed over 
time," said Dienhart. "We have established a culture here that 
has embraced a notion that everyone who participates in any 
one of our programs is deserving of a first-rate experience." 

Dienhart has also ensured that Minnesota is competitive 
in the Sears Director's Cup race each year. The all-sports award 
honors Division I schools with the best performances in 20 
sports - nine core sports for men and women and two wild 
card sports for each. Minnesota attained its highest ranking 
ever last season when they were in fifth place after the winter 
sports season. They ended up finishing in 15th place for the 
season. The Golden Gophers' highest finish ever in the final 
standings was a 14th-place showing for 1993-94. They were in 
27th place after the 1997 fall season. 

Junior Tim Hartung, who is No. 2 ranked in the nation 
in wrestling and has slashed the record book this season, 
offered a challenge to the various sports teams at the U of M . 

"Amongst the teams, I'd love to see more support from 
every team, including wrestling. It would be great to see stu
dent-athletes at other sporting events and supporting each 

other more often," said Hartung. 
Sophomore high jumper Strand chalks the lack of visibil

ity up to uncontrollable circumstances. 
"The entire situation lies in the interest of the people. 

What the public wants, the public will get," stated Strand and 
added, "If what I really wanted was media coverage, I would 
have turned pro and stayed in Europe." 

Strand has won three Big Ten titles, achieved All-America 
status, and crushed school records left and right. This season 
he set yet another school with an amazing leap of7' 6 1/2". 

"I don't set particular goals for myself," he said. "I just set 
out to see how good I can become. Once I reach a level, I move 
on to the next. " 

It's obvious that the student-athletes in the U of M men's 
programs would rather focus their attention on personal and 
team achievements than the number of fans funneling through 
the door. In fact, the objectives of the entire department work 
toward the same goals. 

"Good coaches, good facilities and a pattern of success 
keeps our programs competitive across the board," said 
Dienhart. "Good programs attract good student-athletes who 
want the same type of success we've had in the past. 

"We have won Big Ten team titles in seven different 
sports in the '90s. That says a lot about the balance within our 
program, and it is something in which we take tremendous 
pride. 

"I don't think I've ever been more excited about being a 
part of our success story than that weekend a month ago when 
we won both the swimming and diving and indoor track and 
field tides. To see these young men reach their goals despite 
not having big crowds or extensive media coverage i~ what 
makes it fun to be in this business." 

SPRINTER TY BATHURST WAS INDEED NO. 1 IN THE 50 

FREE AT THIS YEAR'S BIG TEN CHAMPIONSHIPS . 
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I WI L L I AM S F U NO_----'~ [F•o• TH ' W'"""' FoNo Sm,] 

THE G OLDEN GOPH ER FOOTB ALL ASSU RED SEATING PROGRAM GUARANTEES A GREAT VIEW OF 

ALL THE EXCITING ACTION WHEN COACH G LEN M ASON 'S TEAM TAKES THE FIELD THIS FALL 

After only one year, Glen Mason's leadership has the Golden Gopher football team headed in 

the right direction. 

D uring the past season a much improved defense, a near 
upset of then #1 ranked Penn State, and Lamanzer 
Williams being named first-team All-American 

(Minnesota's first since 1971) were just some of the highlights. 
This year Mason made good on his promise to "put a wall up" 
around the state and make recruiting Minnesota kids a top pri
ority. "From the moment we got here, I made the statement 
that we would recruit the state of Minnesota better than any
body. I think we were very successful." Mason said. Seven of the 
state's top recruits are staying home to play for the Golden 
Gophers in 1998. 

You can support Gopher football by becoming part of the 
assured seating program. This program allows new season tick
et holders to buy prime seating in the Metrodome without hav
ing a significant ticket purchasing history. A yearly donation is 
made in addition to the price of the season ticket. Your dona
tion helps pay for the educational expenses for student-athletes 
like Pare Williams and "Touchdown" Tyrone Carter. When 
Coach Mason was hired last year, we were confident that he 
would restore Minnesota to a program worthy of its rich tradi
tion. After his first season, our confidence in Coach Mason and 
his staff has only grown. 

Please call Carrie Pietruszewski at (612) 625-4569 or 
Mike Bjorkman at (612) 626-8030 to find out more about the 
assured seating program. 

Student-Athletes Thank YOU 
Phones will be ringing at the beginning of May. Golden 
Gopher student-athletes will be calling Williams Fund donors 
to thank you for your support of Mens Athletics. Williams 
Fund donations directly benefit our student-athletes and we 
think it is important that the student-athletes recognize those 
who have made it possible for them to participate in collegiate 
athletics at the University of Minnesota. We hope they catch 
you at home and are able to personally thank you for your out
standing support! 

Champions Club Dinner Set For June 23 
Donors at our top giving level ($8,700 or more) pay the cost of 
one in-state scholarship for one of our student-athletes. In 
recognition of that significant support, the Williams Fund 
hosts a Champions Club dinner. Head Coaches Glen Mason, 
Clem Haskins, and Doug Woog will join our group, as well as 
Athletics Director Mark Dienhart, Senior Associate Director 
Jeff Schemmel and other Golden Gopher head coaches. This is 
a great opportunity to meet and talk with the people who have 
helped make Golden Gopher athletics successful. Invitations 
will be mailed in mid-May. For more information call the 
Williams Fund at 612/625-1001. 

4 GOLDEN GOPHER ACTION 

Hubert H Humphrey Metrodome 

Assured seating for new season ticket holders: 

Between the 3 0 s $750 
Sections 108-110 & 132-134 

2 0 -yard line t o g oa/line $500 
Sections 106-107, 127 -131, 135-136, 210, 230 

Corners & ends $250 
Lower level, excluding sections above 
Upper level: 209, 211, 229, 231 

Mon., June 1 
Mon.,June8 
Mon., June 22 

Fri., June 26 

Mon., July 6 
Mon., July 20 

Austin C.C. 
Albert Lea G.C. 
Rochester 
(Willow Cr~~k) 
Coleraine 
(Eagle Ridge} 
Hayfield (Oaks C. C.) 
Eden Prairie 
(Bearpath G & C. C.) 

Proceeds from these events benefit the Williams 
Scholarship Fund. For more information, call 
612/625-1001. 



T he Williams Fund provides financial assistance 

for student-athletes competing as part of the 11-

sport Golden Gopher athletics program. Rising 

costs mean more private financial support is necessary to 

be successful. 

Private financial support provides for the entire cost 

of each scholarship allowed under NCAA guidelines. 

During 1997-98, those costs total more 

A gift of $50 or than $2 million. 

more will make a 
difference in the 

success of Golden 
Gopher athletics. 

Receive donor 
amenities in 
appreciation 

of your support! 

The majority of men's hockey 

and basketball assured seating dona

tions have been earmarked to pay 

debt service on the buildings which 

house them. There is a significant 

need for additional dollars for scholar

ship costs. 

The Williams Fund giving chart 

outlines amenities available for donors 

at five different levels. Gifts are count

ed during the fiscal year, from July 1 

to June 30, and benefits are awarded 

during the following fiscal year. 

Make your gift today by mailing a check to the 

Williams Fund, 516 15th Ave. SE, Minneapolis, MN 

55455. You may be interested in avoiding capital gains 

taxes by making a gift of appreciated stock. For more 

information please call 612/625-1001. 

QUINCY 

LEWIS WILL 

BE JUST ONE 

OF THE 

GOLDEN 

GOPHER 

BASKETBALL 

PLAYERS 

FEATURED AT 

THIS YEAR 'S 

WILLIAMS 

FUND 

DONOR 

BASKETBALL 

PARTY, 

WHICH TAKES 

PLACE ON 

MAY 2 , 
1998. 

DONORS 

WHO CON-

TRIBUTE $350 
OR MORE ANNUALLY TO THE WILLIAMS FUND ARE 

INVITED TO THIS EXC LUSIVE EVENT, WHERE FANS OF 

ALL AGES ARE ALLOWED ON THE COURT TO GET 

AUTOGRAPHS OR JUST SHOOT HOOPS WITH THEIR 

FAVORITE PLAYERS . FOR MORE INFORMATION , CALL 

THE W ILLIAMS FUND OFFICE (612/625- 1001 ). 

-· ~ * 

~~ ~i 
.,. . .,. . The Williams Fund is =>oo() <.»() ~~ ~~~ o ;- Vll>' proud to offer the 0"0 ' vo 

~ g 3 '?n ~~ --.btJ *~· following benefits to 
,.--,"0 '-0 -· loyal supporters of the 00 - !:J"(l) '-0 ::>_ 

?!i 8 o· - c: () 
$'CT ..!:>.. :t vo 

5 ~ ~~ "'" () c program. 
'-0 "'"' CT 

~~Q 
::> c Levels are for 
() CT 

annualldvina ;g.o c: c 
-· ::> CT (July 1 to June 30.) ~(\) CT 

Assured seating dona-
lions fiQ count toward 
giving level dollars. 

X X X X X Tax Deduction 
X X X X X Membership Card 
X X X X X Lapel Pin 

X X X X X 
Gold Country 
100/o Discount 

X X X X X Quarterly magazine 

X X X X Reception Invitations 

X X X 
Invitation to Hall of 
Fame Dinner 

Opportunity to purchase 
..... N <.» reserve lot parking (FB, 

BB, HO) 

Media Guides (upon 
X X X request, subject to 

availabili ty) 

X X X 
Invitation to end of 
season sports banquets 

X X 
Game program recogni-
tion (FB, BB, HO) 

Plaque recognition in 
X X Williams and Mariucci 

Arenas 

Post-season ticket pur-. . . chase priority (Subject to . N ..;, ..... availability - including 
Big Ten BB Tournament) 

..... N 
Away game ticket priori-
ty (subject to availability) 

Complimentary pass ( 4 
X X max.) to the Williams 

Arena Club (if you have 
BB tickets) 

Name plate on seats 
X (BB, HO - if purchase 

tickets) 

Invitation to private din-
X ner with athletics direc-

tor & head coaches 

..... N <.» +Priority level for ticket 
location assignment 

•Annual donors of $50 or more have the opportumty to purchase spe
cial merchandise, unique to Williams Fund donors. The merchandise 
will be available through mail-order. 

•"Ticket allocation will be determined by the cumulative amount of 
gifts to the Williams Fund. 

+Priority level for ticket location assignment does not affect current 
seating location. Priority will be used for the improvement process 
and for assigning new season ticket holders based on ava ilability. 

Dollars counted toward giving levels are those given directly to the 
Williams Fund. Support of specific sport booster groups or the "M" 
Club does not count toward giving levels. 

Gifts received July 1 to June 30 count toward cumulative giving levels 
and must be cash or cash equivalent gifts. Benefits are awarded the 
following fiscal year. For example, cumulative gifts of $3,500 or more 
from July 1, 1997 to June 30, 1998 will count toward a Williams Arena 
Club membership for the 1998-99 season. 
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I MARK YOUR CALENDARS it----l[BvMARC RYAN] 
GOLDEN GOPHER FOOTBALL GAMES MOVE TO AFTERNOONS IN 1998. 

The last time Minnesota played primarily day games 
was in 1991. Since that season the start time for 
most games has been 6 p.m. However, television 

usually has the final say in kickoff times in this day and age. 
A year ago, two of Minnesota's six games were played dur
ing the afternoon. 

"College football in the afternoon is a wonderful tradi
tion, and that's something that I want this program to 
return to this season," said coach Glen Mason. "I realize 
there are advantages and disadvantages to this decision. 
After evaluating the situation and getting feedback from 
fans, students and past and current players, I think this is in 

CURRENT FOOTBALL PLAYERS ANTOINE RICHARD 
(LEFT) AND JIM BEAN VIS IT W ITH FORMER GR ID STAR 

DARRELL THOMPSON (RIGHT) AT A " M EET THE 
C OMMUNITY" RECEPTION THIS PAST WINTER . IT WAS A 

PART OF THE MENTORS PROGRAM , INITIATED BY 
MCKINLEY B OSTON AND DESIGNED TO PROVIDE MEN

TORING RELATIONSHIPS FOR STUDENT-ATHLETES . 

PEOPLE INTERESTED IN THE MENTORS PROGRAM 

SHOULD CALL RUFUS SIMMONS, ASSISTANT TO THE 
DIRECTOR OF ATHLETICS , AT 61 2/626-81 30. 

SPECIAL OFFER 
Fans can purchase a ticket 
for the October 10 Penn 
State game AND the 
October 24 homecoming 
game with Michigan State 
for one low price of just 

the best interest of our student-athletes and our program." 
"This not only enhances our pregame Plaza festivities 

by moving them earlier in the day, but it also gives people 
who are driving a long distance a chance to get home before 
it's too late," said Greg Capell, assistant director of athletics. 
"We hope it not only works for our current fans, but also 
helps us attract a lot of new fans as well." 

1998 SCHEDULE 
SEPT. 5 ARKANSAS ST. 1:30 
SEPT. 12 AT HOUSTON 2:30 
SEPT. 19 MEMPHIS 3:00 
OCT. 3 AT PURDUE 1:00 
OCT. 10 PENN STATE 1:30 
OCT. 17 AT OHIO ST. 12:30 
0CT.24 MICHIGAN ST. 1:30 
0CT.31 MICHIGAN 1:30 
Nov. 7 AT WISCONSIN 1 :00 
Nov. 14 AT INDIANA NOON 
Nov. 21 IOWA 1:30 

Home games in bold 
Game rimes are Central and subject co change 

Name ____________________________________ __ 

Ad~ess __________________________________ __ 

_Check enclosed (payable to Univ. of Minnesota) 

Credit Pard Payment 

MasterCard Visa Novus 

Card No. ----------------------------------

That's a 20% savings over 1998 single-game prices! Exp. Date ----------------- Amount $ ______ _ 

Order by May 27, 1998 to receive this exciting offer. Signature-----------------------------------

Penn StJMichigan St. No. of Cost Per Total 
All credit card orders must be signed 

Special Offer Tickets Ticket Amount Mail to: Athletic Ticket Office, Univ. of Minnesota, 
4 Oak Street SE, Minneapolis, MN 55455-2005 

612/624-8080 -or- 1-800-U-GOPHER 
Oct. JO Penn St. and $39 Oct. 24 Michigan St. 
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IT'S AUCTION TIME AGAIN! 1---------I[Bv S uE GRAUPMANN] 

LET THE FUN BEGIN! THE 1998 GREAT GOPHER SPORTS AUCTION WILL BE HELD 

SATURDAY, MAY 2 , AND PROMISES TO BE BIGGER AND BETTER THAN EVER . 

T his year the evenc will 
move back to 
Williams Arena, site 

of the inaugural auction in 
1996. Festivities begin at 4 
p.m. at the hospitality tenc 
off of the Oak Street 
encrance. The silenc auction 
runs from 5-7 p.m. in the 
concourse, with the live auc
tion following on the leg
endary Williams Arena floor. 

The auction will feature 
nearly 300 items, ranging 
from autographed sports 
memorabilia to vacation 
packages to artwork to tickets 
and more. Among the items 
already donated: 

• Rose Bowl parade and 
game tickets 

• 1999 NCAA Men's Basketball Final 
Four package 

• Golf at Bearpath and Giant's Ridge 
• Gopher football, basketball and 

hockey season tickets 

AN AUTOGRAPHED MICHAEL JORDAN JERSEY WAS JUST ONE OF THE 

MANY ITEMS THAT WAS AUCTIONED OFF AT LAST YEAR'S GREAT 

GOPHER SPORTS AUCTION . LAST YEAR'S EVENT WAS HELD IN 

MARIUCCI ARENA . THIS YEAR THE AUCTION WILL BE BACK IN WILLIAMS 

ARENA , SITE OF THE FIRST AUCTION IN 1996. CLIP OUT THE TICKET 

ORDER FORM ( BELOW) AND SEND IT IN TODAY. 

• Travel packages with Gopher teams 

Tickets for this exciting evenc are just $20 each, 
which includes all the food and beverage you like. For 
information and an auction catalogue, call the 
Williams Fund office at 612/625-1001. Or clip out 
the order form on this page and mail it in. But what
ever you do, do it fast! 

1lood 
Provkled By: 
Vescio's 

Grand Bakery 

]ax Cafe 

Papa John's 

Sara Lee 

Dairy Queen 

J.D. Hoyt's 

Volume Services 

Donatelle 's 

Stub & Herb's 

Radisson Hotel 
Metrodome 

Outback 
Steakhouse 

Beverages 
Provided By: 
Gabe's by the Park 

Stub & Herb's 

Minnesota Brewing 

Fine Host 

Coca-Cola 

Millstone Coffee 

r-~ --------------------, 
GREAT GOPHER SPORTS AUCTION 

Please print clearly. 

NAME _______________________________ __ 

ADDRESS 

CITY / STATE/ ZIP --------------------------

DAYTIME PHONE ------------------------
I want _ ticket(s) @ $20 each 
_ Enclosed is my check for $ __ . Payable to the U of 

Minnesota. One check may be written for multiple tickets. 

Visa Mastercard _ Discover/ Novus 

______________ exp. date __ 

$ _____ _ 
Signature Amount 

_ I cannot attend, but please send me an absentee 
bid form and catalog. (Ticket must be purchased) 

_ I cannot attend. Enclosed is my donation of $ __ _ 

(Clip out a11d se11d to: WiUiams Fu11d Office, 
516 15th Ave. SE, Mi1111eapolis, MN 55455) 

L-----------------------~ 
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PLAYIN' BY THE RULES 1-------J(B Y CHRI S SCHOEMAN N ] 

I
n response to the growing comments from its student
athlete community, the NCAA has altered its stance on 
student-athlete employment. Gone will be the notion 

that a student-athlete cannot have a job during the acade
mic year. Beginning August 1, 1998, a student-athlete will 
have the ability to earn up to $2,000 over the cost of a full 
scholarship. 

Such a rapid departure from a long-standing principle 
is sure to have a bumpy beginning. Coaches and student
athletes are now going to be examining issues about who 
can juggle a full-time academic career, a full-time athletic 
career, a social life and now a job. For many it will be diffi
cult; however for some it will finally be the opportunity to 
have some extra dollars in their pockets to be able to do 
things other students, who do not live under the specter of 
NCAA rules, do without thought. 

The beneficial thing about this rule is that we can assist 
the student-athlete in the procurement of the job so long as 
the employment is not in the athletics department and/or 

FROM THE CORNER OFFICE 
(continued from imide from cover) 

will be going on while $5 million of much-needed improve
ments will be made to the Gibson-Nagurski Football Facility. All 
told, another $15 million of superb athletic facilities will come 
on line in the next 18 months. That brings to nearly $75 million 
the improvements generous donors have helped make possible 
over the past ten years. Without these improvements, we would 
never have been to the basketball Final Four last year or six hock
ey final fours over the past decade. Nor could we have won the 
Big Ten Men's All-Sports Championship a year ago. A little help 
from our friends has gone a long way. Thanks! 

one of its facilities. Such latitude will 
afford us the opportunity to create ben
eficial partnerships with the local busi
ness community. If you are interested 
in assisting us with this effort, please do 
not hesitate to contact Greg Capell, 
Assistant Director of Athletics, at 625-9525. Greg will be 
coordinating this effort for the men's athletics department. 

The effort will be one that will require a great deal of 
coordination because the NCAA has stated that this rule, as 
with any other, will have a zero tolerance. In short, a stu
dent-athlete earning $1 more than allowed will be consid
ered an institutional violation. We take that responsibility 
seriously and will work with all involved parties to ensure 
that our monitoring efforts detect such a situation before it 
happens, but at the same time are not so intrusive that they 
are counterproductive to your normal business operations. 

If you have questions or would like to help, please call 
Greg or me. 

DON'T FORGET! 
REMINDER TO FOOTBALL 

SEASON TICKET HOLDERS 

May 20, 1998 is the deadline for season ticket 
reorders for the 1998 football campaign. Call 
the Gopher ticket office at 612/624-8080 or 

1-800-U-GOPHER for details. 

R KIDS! 
0111 . ,, .... ,,._ to become involved with 

For only $15 a year, members 
aad official Club merchandise not available anywhere else. 

Gttznu- the official newsletter that keeps young fans informed 
playe!s, coaches, and other events going on throughout the year! 

Goldy's Gang Members receive these benefits: 
Personalized Membership card , Birthday card from Goldy 

Goldy's Gang T-shirt , Goldy Gopher Poster 

Pocket schedules of Gopher Sports ~ Notification of special events 

FREE admission to Gopher Men's ~ Subscription to quarterly newsletter 
Olympic sports! 

CALL THE GOLDEN GOPHER MARKETING OFFICE AT 612/625-4879 FOR MORE INFORMATION 
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A PICTURE IS WORTH A THOUSAND WORDS 
( PHOTO BY j ERRY LEEt--------____J 



OJ[rjj~f 
& 

GOPHER FANFEST 
MAY 30, 1998 

5K RUN & WALK - 9:30 AM 
GOLDY'S GALLOP FOR KIDS- 10:30 AM 

GOPHER FANFEST- 10:30 AM 

jOIN US AT THE 3RD ANNUAL GOLD COUNTRY RUN & GOPHER 
FANFEST. A GREAT DAY OF FITNESS, FOOD AND FUN ON THE 
U OF M CAMPUS! AT THE GOPHER FANFEST, MEET YOUR 
FAVORITE COACHES & ATHLETES FROM ALL ELEVEN MEN'S 

SPORTS FOR AUTOGRAPHS AND PICTURES! 

For more information or to receive a brochure, 
call the Gopher Athletic Ticket Office 

«;«:» JLII)) lEN «;«:» Jl» IHIIEm. 

ACTION 
UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA 
Department of Men's Arhlerics 
Bierman Field Arhleric Building 
516 15rh Avenue SE 
Minneapolis, MN 55455 

at: (612) 624-8080 OR 

1-800-U-GOPHER 

NON-PROFIT ORG 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 
Permit No. 155 

Minneapolis, Minn. 
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THE CLASS OF 2002 1------------------I(B Y MAH C RYA N) 

O N FEB . 4 , 1 998 , COACH G LEN M ASON ANNOUNCED THAT 2 5 STUDENT-ATHLETES HAD SIGNED LETTERS 

O F INTENT T O ATTE ND THE U N IVERSI T Y OF M INNESOTA AND PLAY FOOTBALL FOR THE GOPHERS. 

T he list, which includes players from 10 different 
states , is high lighted by seven s ignees from 
Minnesota. It includes 20 high schoo l seniors , three 

junior college transfers and two Division I-A transfers. Here 
they are: 

Asad Abdul-Khaliq, 6-2, 190, QB, Elizabe th, N.J. 
PrepStar All-Ame rica n as a senior in '97 when he complet
ed 116 of 173 passes (67 percent) fo r 1,679 ya rds and 20 
TDs with just two inte rceptions • third-team all-state a nd 
first-team a ll-county in '96 and '97 • named his confe ren ce 
playe r of the year as a senior • led his team to a state title 
• also a two-year le tte rwinner in basketball • cousin of 
Syracuse sta r receive r Quinton Spotwood • high school 
coach was Jerry Moore • son o f Qasim Abdul-Khaliq. 

Jason Andraschko, 6-3, 235, FB, Menomonie, Wis. 
USA Today All-American in '97 when he ha d 14 sacks to 
lead the school to a state title and a 14-0 record • named 
to the all-state team at both defensive tackle and tight e nd 
as a senior • All-Northwest Wisconsin Player of the Year • 
named to the All-Midwest team by both SuperPrep and 
PrepStar • had 26 receptio ns for 452 yards and nine TDs in 
'97 • played fullback in short-yardage situations and sco red 
five TDs on th e ground • all-state defensive 

school to a 15-0 record and the Texas 4A state title • had 
48 receptions for 776 yards and nine TDs as a senior • a lso 
had 180 career tackles at strong safety • speedster who 
a lso returned punts and kicks in high school • Texas Relays 
prep triple jump champion who has a leap of 51-4 to go 
a long with a 400 meter time of 47 .9 to his credit • cousin 
of fellow Go lden Gop her signee Tellis Redmon • high 
school coach was Mike Sneed • son of Edd ie and Rosa 
Brewer. 

Arland Bruce, 5-10, 190, RB, Olathe, Kan . 
Named one of PrepStar's Top 100 JC transfe rs for the '97 
season • has two years of e lig ibility rema ining • rushed for 
997 yards o n 240 ca rries and scored 10 TDs last fall • 
ga ined 1,200 ya rds as a freshma n in '96 • Blue Ch ip Top 
100 cho ice and the Gatorade player of the year in Kansas 
as a high school sen io r in '95 when he rus hed for 1,696 
ya rds and scored 29 TDs • ran for more than 3,000 yards 
and scored 50 touchdowns during prep ca reer • two-time 
a ll -confe rence • had four career inte rceptions as a defen
sive back • honor roll student • junior coll ege coach was 
Martin Harrell • high school coach was Gene Wie r. 

tackle as a junior • three-time a ll -confe rence • 
Menomonie racked up a 38-2 record during his 
three yea rs • 43 career sacks • honor roll stu
dent • high school coach was Joe LaBuda • son 
of Matt and Teresa Andraschko. 

THE CLASS OF 2002 AT A GLANCE 

Marvin "Scooter " Baugus, 6-7, 240, TE, Fort 
Worth, Texas Had 31 catches for 432 ya rds a nd 
six TDs in '97 ·en route to being named to the 
PrepStar All-Ame ri ca team • also named a ll 
state and to the SuperPrep All-Southwest team 
• four-time a ll-conference • also had seven 
career sacks at defensive e nd , averaged 41.8 
yards per punt and served as the team's place
kicker • lettered o n the school 's soccer, basket
ball and baseball squads • high school coach 
was Don Morland • son of Marvin C. Baugus. 

Jack Brewer, 6-1, 181, WR, Grapevine, Texas 
Transferred afte r o ne season at SMU • will s it 
out the '98 season, the n have three years of e li
gibility remaining • had 19 receptio ns for 352 
yards and four TDs as a freshman for the 
Mustangs • had five catches fo r 11 2 ya rds in 
SMU's 31-9 win over Arkansas • a ll-state as a 
senior in '96 when he he lped lead his high 

GO L D E N GO PH ER AC T ION 

Name 
Asad Abdul-Khaliq 
Jason Andraschko 
Marvin Baugus 
Jack Brewer 
Arland Bruce 

Marlon Colbert 
Terrence Floyd 
Byron Gettis 
Clorenzo Griffin 
Preston Gruening 

Ryan Iversen 
H.on Johnson 
Jake Kuppe 
Germaine Landrum 
Mike Lehan 

Jermaine Mays 
Astein Osei 
Joe Palke 
Tellis H.edmon 
Karon Riley 

Keldrick Scott 
Chris Smith 
Marvin Spencer 
Dave Sykora 
Robert Williams 

Pos. 
QB 
FB 
TE 
\XTR 
RB 

Ht. Wt. 
6-2 190 
6-3 235 
6-7 240 
6-1 181 
5-10 190 

LB 6-3 220 
OL 6-5 315 
QB 6-2 215 
CB 5-10 183 
PK/P 5-10 170 

LB 6-3 210 
WR 6-3 200 
OL 6-7 305 
DE 6-3 230 
RB 6-1 185 

WR 6-0 171 
LB 6-2 215 
OL 6-5 270 
RB 6-0 185 
DE 6-4 250 

CB 5-1 0 170 
DT 6-4 290 
RB 6-1 215 
DE 6-6 270 
RB 6-3 235 

Hometown (Last School) 
Elizabeth, N.J. (Elizabeth HS) 
Menomonie, Wis. (Menomonie HS) 
Fort Worth, Texas (Eastern Hills HS) 
Grapevine, Texas (SMU) 
Olathe, Kan. (Hutchinson CC) 

Detroit, Mich. (Pershing HS) 
Akron, Ohio (Hutchinson CC) 
Centreville, Ill. (Cahokia I-IS) 
Fo1t Lauderdale, Fla . (Hutchinson CC) 
Schofield, Wis. (D.C. Everest HS) 

Eden Prairie, Minn. (Eden Prairie HS) 
Detroit, Mich. (Martin Luther King I-IS) 
Minnetonka, Minn. (M innetonka I-IS) 
Detroit, Mich. (Martin Lud1er King HS) 
Hopkins, Minn. (Hopkins HS) 

Miami , Fla. Qackson HS) 
Bolingbrook, Ill. (Romeoville HS) 
Roseville, Minn. (Mounds View I-IS) 
Grapevine, Texas (Colleyville Heritage HS) 
Detroit, Mich. (SMU) 

Denton, Texas (Denton HS) 
Bronx, N.Y. (Lehman I-IS) 
Coon Rapids, Minn. (Blaine HS) 
Bloomington, Minn. Qefferson HS) 
Brooklyn Park, Minn. (Cooper HS) 



Marlon Colbert, 6-3, 220, LB, Detroit, Mich. 
Had 104 tackles (22 for losses), recovered four fumbles and 
intercepted four passes at outside linebacker as a senior in 
'97 • named Top 50 in the Midwest by the Detroit News • 
all-state and all-conference • had four sacks in one game as 
a senior • was the team's punter as well • also competed 
on the school's basketball , volleyball , baseball and track 
teams • high school teammate of Gopher freshman defen
sive back Jimmy Henry • National Honor Society member 
• high school coach was Stephan Thompson • son of 
George and Joann Colbert. 

Terrence Floyd, 6-5, 315, OL, Akron, Ohio 
Had 44 pancake blocks as an offensive guard in '97 • also 
played defensive end • runs a sub-5 .0 second 40, out
standing for a player of his size • has three seasons of e li
gibili ty remaining • started his collegiate career by redshirt
ing under Glen Mason at Kansas in '96 • two-time all-state 
selection in high school • Blue Chip magazine prep All
American as a senior in '95 w hen he helped lead the school 
to the Akron public school city crown and a 9-2 record • 
three-time all-conference • named the conference defen
sive player of the year his senior year • honor roll student 
• received the prestigious Harold K. Stubbs memorial 
scholarship for academic excellence as a senior • junior 
college coach was Martin Harrell • high school coach was 
Robert Black • son of Yvette and Reggie Floyd, who was 
his high school basketball coach and a former football/bas
ketball standout at the University of Akron. 

Byron Gettis, 6-2, 215, QB, Centerville, Ill. 
Two-time all-state selection who completed 66 of 115 pass
es (57 percent) for 1,371 yards and 16 TDs as a senior in '97 
• also gained 535 yards on 48 rushes (11.1 yard average) 
and scored seven TDs on the ground • threw for nearly 
3,000 yards and 30 TDs his last two seasons • two-way 
player who also collected 49 tackles, 11 pass breakups and 
three interceptions at strong safety as a senior • all-state 
performer in baseball as well • also a three-year letterwin
ner in basketball • high school coach was Rob Elen • son 
of Earlie and Letha Gettis. 

Clorenzo Griff"tn, 5-10, 183, CB, Fort Lauderdale, Fla. 
Had 47 tackles, eight pass breakups, recovered two fum
bles, blocked two field goals and had one interception in 
'97 • has three seasons of e ligibility left • all-state in '95 as 
a senior at Boyd Anderson High School • had 97 tackles, 
10 pass breakups, three fumble recoveries and three inter
ceptions as a senior • also averaged 17.7 yards and scored 
four touchdowns on kickoff returns and 9.7 yards and 
scored one TD on punt returns • helped lead the school to 
the state track & field team title in '94 and '96 • member of 
the 1996 state title 4 x 100 meter relay team • junior college 
coach was Martin Harrell • high school coach was Selwyn 
Brown • son of Tony Tennyson and Loretta Gore. 

Preston Gruening, 5-10, 170, PK/P, Schof"teld, Wis. 
Parade magazine and PrepStar All-American as a senior in 
'97 • also named to SuperPrep's all-Midwest region team • 

first-team all-state as a punter and second team as a place
kicker his final season • averaged 45.2 yards per punt as a 
senior • had nine punts land inside the 10-yard line in '97 
• 21 of his 32 punts as a senior were not returned • 28 of 
his kickoffs as a senior and 63 over his career were touch
backs • made 142 of 149 career PATs and 16 of 26 career 
field goals • has a 46-yard field goal to his credit • helped 
lead the school to three conference titles • set all-time 
WIAA playoff records w ith a 70-yard punt and a 45.2 yard 
average in the state championship game • ranked No. 1 

academically in a senior class of 410 students with a perfect 
4.0 GPA • already accepted in the Carlson School of 
Management • high school coach was Wayne Steffenhagen 
• son of Faye and Scott Gruening, a former punter at the 
University of Dayton. 

Ryan Iversen, 6-3, 210, LB, Eden Prairie, Minn. 
Associated Press Minnesota Player of the Year as a senior in 
'97 • SuperPrep and PrepStar All-American • two-time all
state selection who helped lead the Eagles to back-to-back 
state titles in '96 and '97 • caught the winning TD pass in 
both state title games • led the Class 5A champions to a 13-
0 record as a senior with 142 tackles • played the first half 
of the season at strong safety and the last half at linebacker 
• picked off nine passes when the Eagles finished 14-0 
overall and captured the state Class AA title as a junior • 
registered 270 tackles and 13 interceptions during his career 
• averaging 28 points, 13 rebounds, 7 assists and 7 steals in 
basketball • four-time Lake Conference all-academic team 
selection • high school coach was Mike Grant • son of Judy 
and Jeff Busch. 

Ron Johnson, 6-3, 200, WR, Detroit, Mich. 
USA Today and PrepStar All-American as a senior in '97 
after finishing with 49 catches for 1,006 yards and eight TDs 
• All-Midwest SuperPrep choice • named to the Detroit 
Free Press all-state team after averaging 20.5 yards per catch 
as a senior • also had 62 tackles, broke up 14 passes and 
had three interceptions as a defensive back • standout 
sprinter and hurdler • honor roll student • high school 
teammate of fellow Golden Gopher signee Germaine 
Landrum • high school coach was James Reynolds • son of 
Donna and Ron Johnson • Ron played for the Pittsburgh 
Steelers. 

Jake Kuppe, 6-7, 305, OL, Minnetonka, Minn. 
PrepStar All-American as a senior • named to SuperPrep's 
All-Midwest region team • honorable mention all-state and 
first-team all-conference and all-metro in '97 • played both 
ways for the Skippers • had 40 tackles as a senior • helped 
lead the school to an 18-4 mark his final two seasons • 
standout performer on the school's basketball and track 
teams • recently surpassed 1,000 career points on the hard
wood • has a best of 54 feet in the shot put • honor roll 
student • National Honor Society member • high school 
coach was Myles Ginther • son of Rachel and Kris Kuppe. 



Germaine Landrum, 6-3, 230, DE, Detroit, Mich. 
Dominant player as a high school senior in '97 when he 
racked up 142 tackles, 22 tackles for loss, e ight sacks, 
three fumble recoveries and four interceptions • honor
able mention all-city • also scored 12 rushing touch
downs as a senior • named team MVP as a forward on 
the school's basketball team • all-state in track • high 
school teammate of fellow Golden Gopher signee Ron 
Johnson • high school coach was James Reynolds • son 
of George and Ma1y Landrum. 

Mike Lehan, 6-1, 185, RB, Hopkins, Minn. 
All-state as a senior in '97 after he rushed for 1,490 yards 
on 213 carries (7.0 yard average) and scored 25 TDs • 
SuperPrep and PrepStar All-Midwest • two-time all-con
ference • gained 1,100 yards and scored 10 TDs as a 
junior in '96 • averaged 20.5 yards and scored two to uch
downs returning punts • averaged 25 yards per kickoff 
re turn • two time all-confe rence in track as a 
sprinter/ jumper • high school coach was Ken MacDonald 
• guardians are Jim and Judy Nordstrom. 

Jermaine Mays, 6-0, 171, WR, Miami, Fla. 
All-state as a senior in '97 when he had 53 catches fo r 941 
ya rds and four TDs in seven games before suffe ring a 
broken collarbone • SuperPrep All-Dixie team honors • 

QUOT ING 
G LEN MASON 

''!couldn't be more 
excited with this 
group. We had some 

specific needs we wanted to 
fill and I think we were suc
cessful in accomplishing that 
goal on both sides of the 
ball. Keeping Minnesota's 
best high school players at 
home is a top priority, so it is especially gratifying that 
seven of the state's best have decided to stay here and 
play for the Golden Gophers." 

' ' s o far all we've given them is hope and belief. 
But I told each of the players, 'If you don't 
think we're going to win, don't come here.' We 

don't want any doubters.'' 

' ' I t's impossible to rank h<;>w one class compares 
with another, but I do feel we were more suc
cessful than last year. Our coaching staff worked 

extremely hard. We had better facilities to sell , our cur
rent players did a good job with the recruits, we had 
great cooperation from our support people, and we had 
a full year to recruit. We know our product better.'' 

' ' F rom the moment we got here, I made the state
ment that we would recruit the state of 
Minnesota better than anybody. I think we 

were very successful. " 

also all-county and a ll-city • selected to play in the 
Florida vs. Georgia All-Star Game • standout sprinter on 
the school's track and field team • high school coach was 
Joe Redmond • son of Dennis and Franch Mays. 

Astein Osei, 6-2, 215, LB, Bolingbrook, ill. 
Starter at both linebacker and tight end • named to the 
All-Midwest lists by both SuperPrep and PrepStar • hon
orable mention all-state as a senior • two-time all-confer
ence and all-area choice • racked up 100-plus tackles in 
each of his three va rsity seasons • had 21 receptions and 
scored five TDs as a senior • two-year captain and team 
MVP in '97 • also lette red in wrestling and track and field 
• honor student • high school coach was Jim Boudouris 
• grandson of Carol and Roland Wesley. 

Joe Palke, 6-5, 270, OL, Roseville, Minn. 
Three-year starter at offensive tackle • all-state as a senior 
in '97 • PrepStar All-Midwest region • paved the way for 
a pair of 1,000-yard rushers his senior season • named 
the Twin Cities Suburban Conference's American Division 
Defensive Player of the Year • had 49 tackles, nine pass 
breakups and six tackles for loss • also forced three fum
bles and recovered five • two-time all-conference • two
yea r letterwinner as a forward on the school's basketball 
team • state placewinner in the shot put each of the last 
two years • school record holder with a heave of 59-5 to 
his credit • team captain in all three sports • honor roll 
student • high school coach was Gary Engen • son of 
George and Judy Palke. 

Tellis Redmon, 6-0, 185, RB, Grapevine, Texas 
First-team Class 4A a ll-state as a senior in '97 when he 
rushed fo r 1,560 yards on 259 carries and scored 18 TDs 
• ranked No. 21 on the the Texas 100 list of the state's 
best p layers • caught 18 passes for 261 yards • had 25 
tackles o n the defensive side of the ball • honorable 
mention all-state as a junior in '96 when he helped lead 
the school to the state ti tle • also dangerous as a kick 
returner • member of the school's basketball and track 
teams • high school coach was Chris Cunn ingham • son 
of Hemy Redmon. 

Karon Riley, 6-4, 250, DE, Detroit, Mich. 
Transfe rred afte r two seasons at SMU • will sit out the '98 
season, then will have two yea rs of e ligibility left • had 
20 tackles, including three sacks, in nine games fo r SMU 
last fall • had 30 tackles, including 20 solos, as a fresh
man in '96 for the Mustangs • all-state, all-metro and all
city as a senior in '95 at Martin Luther King High School 
when he had 12 QB sacks and six fumble recoveries • 
he lped lead the team to a 9-2 record and a berth in the 
city champio nship game as a senior • named to the 
Detro it athletic all-acasfemic team • jo ins fo rmer SMU 
teammate Jack Brewer, and former Martin Luther King 
High School teammates Ron Johnson and Germaine 
Landrum at Minnesota • high school coach was James 
Reyno lds . 

S PE C IAL I SSUE 



Keldrick Scott, 5-10, 170, CB, Denton, Texas 
All-area selection and city MVP as a senior in 
'97 • had 30 tackles, eight pass breakups and 
four interceptions as a cornerback on defense, 
and 923 yards rushing and 16 TDs as a running 
back on offense • also played wide receiver 
where he had 11 receptions for a 495 ya rds (a 
45-yard average) • has grea t speed • state 
200-meter champion in track • high school 
coach was Gary Fisher • son of Linda Scott. 

Chris Smith , 6-4, 290, DT, Bronx, N.Y. 
PrepStar All-American as a sen ior in '97 after 
recording 89 tackles, includ ing 62 solos, eight 
sacks , 22 tackles for loss, eight pass breakups 
and four forced fumbles • rated the No. 2 
defensive lineman in the East • all-state and 
two-time all-city • has great speed for a play
er his size • helped th school rack up a com
bined record of 27-8 O\'er three seasons • 
plays center on the school's basketba ll team • 
high school coach was Carmine Colosanro • 
son of Aile and Betty Smith . 

ANTOINE H ENDERSON (LEFT) AND BEN MEZERA W ERE TWO 

MEMBERS OF LAST YEAR'S RECRU ITING CLASS WHO SAW PLENTY 

OF ACTION AS TRUE FRESHMEN IN 1997 . HENDERSON CARRIED 

THE BALL 51 TIMES FOR 205 YARDS AND A TOUCHDOWN. MEZERA 

HAD 24 TACKLES. FOUR SACKS . THREE FUMBLE RECOVERIES 

AND TWO INTERCEPTIONS FROM HIS LINEBACKER SPOT . 

Marvin Spencer, 6-1, 215, RB, Coon Rapids, Minn. 
SuperPrep and PrepStar All-American after he rushed for 
1,579 yards on 292 ca rries (6 .7-yard average) and scored 
25 TDs as a senior • SuperPrep ranks him the fourth best 
fullba ck in the nation • two-time all-stare • Met ro Player 
of the Year in ·97 • registered 3,094 yards on 559 carries 
(5.5-yard average) and scored 52 TDs during his ca reer • 
team went 22-5 during over his final two seasons • has 
only played the game of football for two years • high 
school coach was Dave Ne lson • gua rdians are Nancy 
and David Tremewan . 

Robert Williams, 6-3, 235, RB, Brooklyn Park, Minn. 
Rushed for 1,527 yards on 199 carries (7.7-yard average) 
and scored 14 TDs as a sen ior en route to being named 
a PrepStar All -American and to the all-state team • rushed 
for 2.818 ya rds on 3 13 carries (9.0-yard average) and 
scored 25 TDs during his ca reer • had 59 ca reer tackles 
and seven sacks on defense • returned a kickoff 84 yards 
for a TD • a ll-state sprinter/ long jumper in track and field 
• honor roll student • high school coach was john 
Oelfke • his grandfather, Robert L. Williams, played bas
ketball for the NBA's Minneapolis Lakers and the Harlem 
Globetrotters • son of Don and Barbara Williams. 

Dave Sykora, 6-6 , 270, DE, 
Bloomington, Minn. 
PrepStar All-American as a 
senior after he registered 81 
tackles. including 15 tackles 
for loss and six sacks • al l
Midwest region pick by 
SuperPr p • two-time all
state and all-Metro selection 
for the jaguars • two-way 
player who had 12 recep
tions as a tight end on the 
offensive side of the ball • 
three-yea r starter during his 
prep ca reer • high school 
coach was Stan Skje i • son 
of Martha Sykora. 

----------------------------------------------------------------, 
i SCHOLARSH IP COSTS FOR THE FOOTBALL 
RECRUITING CLASS OF 2002 WILL APPROACH 
$300,000 FOR NEXT YEAR ALON E! 
You can support these new Golden Gophers by supporting their scholarships 
through the Williams Fund. Enclosed is my contribution of to 
support Golden Gopher men's ath letics. 

Naine ____________________________________________________ ___ 

Address, _________________________________________________ _ 

City State Zip _____ _ 
Please make cbecks pa.yah/e to the University ofMilmesoto Foundalioll. 

Visa Mastercard No\'us 

Card o.: __ -__ -__ -__ ignature -----------------------

Exp. Date: ___ ! ___ Daytime Phone-------------------

Clip and mail to: Williams Fund, U11iv. of Mi11nesota Dept. oj'Me11 's Atblelics, 5161 5tb 

1 Ave. SE. Minneapolis, MN 55455 

: For more information, call the Williams Fund at 612/625-1001 1 
I I 

L-------------- - --- ------------------- - -- ------------------------~ 
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1998 SCHEDULE 
SEPT. 5 
SEPT . 12 
SEPT . 19 
OCT . 3 
OCT. 10 
OCT . 17 
OCT . 24 
OCT. 31 
Nov. 7 
NOV . 14 
Nov. 21 

... 

ARKANSAS ST . 
AT HOUSTON 
MEMPHIS 
AT PURDUE 
PENN STATE 
AT OHIO STATE 

MICHIGAN STATE 
MICHIGAN 
AT WISCONSIN 

AT INDIANA 
IOWA 

<G(Q) ILID> lEN <G(Q) lF IHIJEJR 

ACTION 
UNIVERS ITY OF MINNESOTA 
Department of Men 's Athletics 
Bierman Field Athletic Building 
516 15th Avenue SE 
Minneapolis, MN 55455 

SPECIAL OFFER 
Fans can purchase a 
ticket for the October 
10 Penn State game 
AND the October 24 
homecoming game 
with Michigan State for 
one low price of just 

That 's a 20 p ercent savings over 1998 single-game prices! 
Order by May 27, 1998 to receive this exciting offer. 

r-----------------------------------------------------------, 
Penn State/Michigan State No. of Price Per Total 
Special Offer Tickets Ticket Amount 

Oct. 10 PENN STATE 
-and-
Oct. 24 MICHIGAN STATE 

_ Check enclosed (check payable to University of Minnesota) 

Credit Pard Payment 

MasterCard Visa Novus 

Card No. _______________ _ 

Exp. Date _________ _ Amount$ __ _ 

Signature _______________ _ 

All credit card orders must be signed 

Clip and mail to : Athletic Ticket Office, University of Minnesota, 4 Oak 
Street SE, Minneapolis, MN 55455-2005 

612/624-8080 -or- 1-800-U-GOPHER 

NON-PROFIT ORG 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 
Permit No. 155 

Minneapolis, Minn. 
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1999 

Not available 
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I FROM THE CORNER OFFICE [BY ToM MoE] 

After having served as interim athletics director for the Men's 
Athletics Department the previous 11 months, Tom Moe was named 
the permanent director by President Mark Yudof on November 3. A 
two-sport star during his collegiate career for the Golden Gophers, 
Tom was named the football team's MVP in 1959 and was a key 
member of Coach Dick Siebert's 1960 national champion baseball 
squad. After graduation from the U of M Law School in 1963, Tom 
began working at Dorsey & Whitney, specializing in tax and 
corporate law. He made partner by 1969. By 1990 he was managing 
partner, a position he held until April 1999. During those 10 years 
Dorsey & Whitney's revenues climbed from $90 million in 1990 to 
$210 million in 1999. Tom, who signed a three-year contract with 
the U of M, has hit the ground running, willing and eager to tackle 
the many challenges that lie ahead for the department. 

Probably the most frequent question I have been asked since 
being named the permanent athletics director is why I decided to 
rake the job. When President Yudof asked me to serve as the 
interim athletics director, I agreed to do so our of a sense of duty. 
This great university and our athletics department have had a 
tremendous impact on my life and it gave me the opportunity to 
really give something back. So it was without hesitation that I 
agreed to step up and help our during a rime of need. 

That was in stark contrast to when I accepted the President's 
offer to rake the job on a permanent basis. When I agreed to 
become the full-rime director, I did so with a great amount of 
desire and passion. I cannot stress to you enough just how excited 
I am about this opportunity. 

Are we faced with some very daunting challenges? You bet we 
are. There are some key issues our there on the horizon, things 
rhar are very important to both the department and rhe 
university, and they need immediate attention. 

Bur I've always felt that nothing worthwhile in life is free of 
challenges and that's what attracted me to this opportunity. 

Plain and simple, my goal is for the University of Minnesota 
to become the very best athletics program in intercollegiate 
athletics. Some may scoff at that and call it unrealistic. That's 
s~merhing I can't control. Bur what I can control is my own 
attitude, work ethic and commitment. When I get involved in 
something, whether it be during my years as a comperiririve 
athlete, when I was running the law firm, or now when I'm in 
charge of our athletics department, my goal has and always will 
be to become the very best. That's what drives me. 

My 11 months as interim director allowed me to work 
firsthand with a coaching staff that I consider to be second to 
none in rhe Big Ten and one of the very finest in the entire 
country. Under their leadership, we were recognized as the best 
all-around athletics program in the Big Ten in 1999-2000. 

Glen Mason led our football prograJ;Yl to a second straight 
winning regular season, and for the first time since 1985 and 
1986, back-ro-back bowl appearances. 

Next season, Glen will have the opportunity to become the 
first coach in school history to lead us to three straight bowl 
games. Don Lucia's hockey ream has already been ranked number 
one in the country this season. They will be in the hunt for the 
WCHA title all season long and could make some real noise come 
tournament rime. 

The future looks equally bright in basketball where Dan 

Monson, despite having only nme scholarship players on the 
roster this season due to the fallout from the academic scandal, 
has the Golden Gophers off to a fast start that has surprised many 
of the so-called "experts". On top of that, Dan and his staff signed 
a highly routed recruiting class in November that has been ranked 
in the top 10 by most publications. 

One of the big keys to winning the Big Ten all-sports 
championship, and consistently finishing in the top 20 of the 
Sears Directors, Cup standings (competition which annually 
recognizes the top athletics programs in the nation), are our 
outstanding Olympic sports programs. Our teams have dedicated 
student-athletes and are led by exceptional coaches: baseball 
Qohn Anderson), cross country (Steve Plasencia), golf Oohn 
Means), gymnastics (Fred Roethlisberger), swimming & diving 
(Dennis Dale & Kongzheng Li), tennis (David Gearz), track & 
field (Phil Lundin) and wrestling 0 Robinson). 

The grade-point averages and graduation rates of our student
athletes continue to rise. In fact, our graduation rate is much 
higher than the average student body. But are we satisfied? 
Absolutely nor. We need to continue to roll up our sleeves and 
improve in this area and we are committed to doing just that. 

It's no secret that increasing our revenues is a must. That goes 
hand-in-hand with our ability to compete with the best around 
the country. It's been well documented that we need an on
campus football stadium. Take note that I said that we "need" an 
on-campus stadium, not that we "want" one. We ate the only 
school in the Big Ten and one of very few in the country that 
plays its football games at an off-campus facility. That needs to 
change. We have to figure out how to take full advantage of a 
program that has all kinds of potential. Ticket sales can only do 
so much. We have all seen how exciting it can be when a football 
game brings many thousands of people of all ages back to your 
campus. Not just for the three-plus hours that the game takes 
place each Saturday, bur for an entire weekend. That's powerful 
stufP. 

Once again, I am genuinely excited about the challenges that 
lie ahead. I firmly believe that this university and our athletics 
department are real treasures of the great state of Minnesota. We 
appreciate your support and look ahead to a Golden future! 
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A NEW LEADER 1------- [BY BEN BLAIR) 

ALTHOUGH HE IS THE NEW DIRECTOR OF MEN'S ATHLETICS AT MINNESOTA, TOM MoE'S INVOLVEMENT WITH THE U 
OF M CAN BE TRACED TO HIS TIME AS A TWO-SPORT STUDENT-ATHLETE IN THE LATE 1950s. 

In order to be successful in any profession, one 
must develop strong leadership skills. Strong 
leadership skills can encompass numerous 
characteristics, such as vision, integrity, hard work, 
goal setting, fairness, optimism, and modesty. Tom 
Moe, the new University of Minnesota Men's 
Athletics Director has tried to attain these abilities 
in his many years as the leader of one of the 
Midwest's top law firms, and in his new position of 
athletics director. 

Tom Moe began his maroon and gold journey 
as a young man on a football scholarship in the late 
1950s. Lircle did he know that almost half a 
century later, he would be leading the very same 
program that instilled so many of the same values 
and principles he encapsulates to this day. 

"I had a tremendously positive experience as a 
student-athlete at Minnesota," Moe said. "The 
training and experience I gained here have been 
invaluable co me, and have prepared me for things 
I did after athletics." 

Moe, who left a highly distinguished post with 
the Minneapolis law firm of Dorsey & Whimey, is 
starting to become more acclimated to his new career, and his having 
some fun with it as well. "My personal philosophy is that anytime you 
do anything that is meaningful to you . .. I feel that you should do so 
with the goal of being the best and doing everything in your power to 
be the best you can be." 

The man with arguably more passion for the maroon and gold than 
Goldy Gopher himself is excited about his new endeavor. 

''I'm very proud of our athletics program," Moe commented. 
"There are a lot of positives happening right now. The football team 
played in its second bowl game in as many years. The basketball team 
is off to a great start and the hockey team is turning things around and 
on their way co a great season. In addition, the rest of our programs are 
competing successfully as well." 

Moe might be leading the department right now, but he is 
appreciative of the work that was done before he rook the job. "Our 
coaches are doing an outstanding job in every sport, not just our big 
three revenue sports. I think we've got the finest coaching staffi of any 
school in the conference." 

Moe anributes that as the result of other athletic directors efforts. "I 
take no credit for what's going on over here. I give all the credit to my 
predecessors who have put together just a fabulous staff" 

Moe is referring to Minnesota's success in the Big Ten Conference 
in recent years. Minnesota has claimed three out of the last four Big Ten 
All-Sports Championships. "In the last 50 years, the first 46 titles were 
won by either Michigan or Ohio State. The fact that we've been able to 
win three out of the last four says a lot about our program," Moe said. 

In his rime as the Minnesota athletics director, he has laid out some 
suong goals for the department, but goals he believes are rightly 
artainable. 

"What I want to see us do is continue to improve in all respects, not 
just in our performance on the court, the field or the rink. But also in 
all the support areas that we have; in our marketing and our fundraising 
and all other various support services that are so important to making 
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this a top athletics department." 
Improving is something that Moe learned firsthand as a student 

athlete. "I was coached by two outstanding coaches, essentially two 
legends of Minnesota athletics." 

Those coaches were Murray Warmath in football and Dick Siebert 
in baseball. "I learned an exceptional amount &om Coach Warmath," 
Moe said. "We didn't have the record that I would have liked in 
football, but I learned a lot about leadership then." 

However, Moe did earn three Big Ten titles and an NCAA national 
championship in baseball. 

Moe didn't leave all of his learning to the fields. He associates a lot 
of what he learned about life to his time as a student-athlete. 

"Sports teach you a lot of things. They teach you about the 
importance of setting goals, and developing plans to achieve those 
goals. It teaches you to stay focused despite all kinds of opportunity for 
diversion." 

That is one issue he'll deal with the next few years while helping the 
U of M to further establish itself as a world-class institution both 
academically and athletically. "If you do those things whether you are 
an athlete, or involved in the worlds of business or education, those 
principles will serve you well," Moe said. 

Those principles did serve Moe well, and his family. Moe and his 
family have held Minnesota athletics as a focal point of their lives for 
many years. "Many of our family activities, in some respects, have 
centered around sports and a large part of that is University sports. My 
wife (Karen) and I haven't missed a football game since we were 
married." 

Two of Moe's children were letterwinner student-athletes at the U 
of M. His son, Mike, played football for the Golden Gophers and his 
daughter, Jennie, was a three-year lerterwinner on the Gopher tennis 
team. 

"There time here helped them in their development as adults. They 
learned dedication, focus and goal serting, plus things like learning to 



manage and pnonuze your time. These are important things for 
student-athletes to learn," Moe stressed. "It was very exciting to watch 
them be active in something that meant so much to them and happens 
to be something you're interested in yourself" 

While Moe may have been a role model for his children, he also had 
three mentors of his own: his father, Coach Warmath, and high school 
coach and former Gopher athlete Warren Beson. "All three of those men 
had great impacts on my life." 

Now Moe can return the 
advice and guidance he 
received back to the U of M 
student-athletes. "My goal is to 
see every student-athlete have 
the very best, most positive and 
successful experiences possible, 
for both Men's and Women's 
Athletics. We're going to do 
everything we can structurally 
to attain that." 

Moe sees this job as a 
challenge, but one for which he 
1s ready. "Student-athletes 
basically want the same things 
now as we did: support, good 
facilities, encouragement and 
enthusiastic fans. " 

Fans are one aspect of 
Minnesota athletics for which 
Moe is extremely proud, but 
where there could also be 
improvements. "I think there's 

an untapped source of support 
out there that we need to get 
involved," Moe noted. "I 
would like to see the day when 
our stadiums, arenas, and 
venues are too small to hold 
our srudents. Nothing would 
make me happier than to see 
students coming out of the rafters at Williams Arena." 

That's a goal he strongly believes can be achieved. "We need the 
support of the students. In fact, I think there is nothing more important 
to the success of athletics programs than committed, enthusiastic 
students that identifY with their university and their teams. I think it's 
something that we need to work at and I think we can do it," Moe 
stated. "There have been some ups and downs, but I think its important 
that we do everything we can to attract our students to the various games 
and competitions." 

With the success of the athletic programs also comes success to the 
University as a whole. "Athletics represent a source of pride and positive 
feeling to not just the participants, but also the student body, faculty and 
surrounding community." 

The Twin Cities represent that surrounding community. "It's 
important that we at the University involve ourselves in the community. 
It's important that we have ties in the business community, the 
educational community and into the broader community. That broader 
community is commonly known as the state of Minnesota, a state with 
a close connection to Gopher athletics," Moe said, "Athletics are an 
important source of connectivity between the University and the various 
constituencies who care about the school." Those constituencies are 
represented throughout the state. 

''I've been able ro travel to the four corners of the state, speaking to 

various groups about the University of Minnesota. Every time I come 
away from those meetings with an even greater appreciation for the 
support, the enthusiasm and the identification with the success of the 
university in all areas that are exhibited by people who live, in some 
cases, several hundred miles away," Moe said. 

"I've said many times that I believe the U of M is this state's most 
important asset. It's not only a source of educating young men and 
women, but also providing research in so many different areas of 

importance to all of us." Moe continued by 
saying that the enthusiasm and support is 
everywhere. 

"It's consistent in that people want to 
see us do well in everything we do, whether 
it is in the medical school, or on the hockey 
rink, or in the engineering area or the 
football field. " Moe hopes that this support 
will help the success of Men's Athletics in 
other ways, not to mention the success of 
the University in general. 

"I think you see a strong correlation 
between fundraising and the quality of the 
athletic programs," Moe said. "Schools all 
over the country recognize the importance 
of having a strong, vibrant athletic program 
to fundraising, and the importance of 
fundraising to the overall mission of the 
University." 

Moe commented on schools across the 
country, like Stanford, Michigan and Ohio 
State, that make it clear, in publicly stated 
philosophies, about the importance of 
athletic programs to the overall missions of 
their respective universities. 

But until that time, Moe will be busy 
keeping up with all that's happening 
currently. "This is my favorite time of year," 
Moe said. When more than half of the 
sports are actively competing, Moe stays 
occupied with the present. 

"It's exciting. There's so much going on. The only problem is, there's 
not enough time in the day to do it all." 

While Moe is wrapped up in all of the events occurring in and 
around the University, he will continue to focus on his bottom line. "My 
goal is for us to improve at everything we do- every day." 

His vision calls for continued improvement of performance on the 
field, in the classroom, and all support areas. ''I'd like to see the day that 
the University of Minnesota athletics programs are seen throughout the 
country as second-to-none. I think that's a goal we all should have." 

All in all, Moe hopes that the student-athletes he now guides can 
leave with the same things he did. "I hold tremendous memories that 
can't be replaced," Moe said. "I have friends and relationships that are 
directly attributed to my experiences here at the University that are 
irreplaceable. The training and experiences I've had have been invaluable 
for me, not only as a professional, but also as a person, in preparing me 
for life and things I did after college." 

Moe's experiences as a srudent-athlete at the U of M helped him in 
countless ways, and now they have brought him back to his current 
posicion. "I guess you could say it's been a continuous outstanding 
involvement." 
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WILLIAMS FUND -----'f-- [FeoM 'HE WILUAMS FUND SwF] 

THE WILLIAMS FUND PROVIDES FINANCIAL SUPPORT FOR 
HUNDREDS OF STUDENT·ATHLETES EACH YEAR 

For more than 50 years, the Williams Scholarship Fund has 
supported the educational needs of thousands of student
athletes at the University of Minnesota. Through the 
generous financial support of those who care about Golden 
Gopher Men's Athletics, the Williams Scholarship Fund 
pays the cost of each scholarship allowed under NCAA 
guidelines. 

More than 250 student-athletes receive financial assistance 
each year, enabling them to gain a world-class academic 
and athletic experience at the University of Minnesota. 
This support provides Golden Gopher men the tools to 
face today's challenges and tomorrow's opportunities. 

The success of our student-athletes, both athletically and 
academically, speaks for itself: 
(1999-2000 Academic Year): 
*112 Scholar Athletes (cumulative GPA of 3.0 or higher) 
*21 First team All-Americans 
*71 Academic All Big Ten Selections 
*Student-athlete graduation rate is higher than the all
university rate. 

Please review the new benefits chart and make your gift on 
the donation form. 

To receive benefits for the next 
year, please make your gift by 
June 30, 2001. 

...................................................................................... 

A gift of $50 or 

more will make a 

difference in the 
WILLIAMS SCHOLARSHIP FUND MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

: Name (please print) 

: Address 

City State Zip 

Day Phone Home Phone 

Enclosed is my gift to the Williams Scholarship Fund in the amount of: 
_ $10,000 Champion's Club _ $600 Captain's Club 
_ $4,000 MVP Club _ $300 First-Team Club 
_ $ 1,200 All-American Club _ $ 75 Varsity Club 
_Other$ ____________________ _ 

My tax deductible gift will be paid as indicated: 
_ Check payable to the Williams Scholarship Fund 
_Pledge $ __ ($250 minimum pledge). I prefer to make payments of 

$ ___ through the year and request quarterly reminders. 
_Charge me VISA/MASTERCARD/NOVUS/AMEX card 

________________ Exp. Date __ / __ _ 
Account Number 

Signature 

6 GOLDEN GOPHER ACTION 

. 
success of Golden 

Gopher athletics. 

Receive donor 

amenities in 

appreCiation 

of your support! 

MAIL TO: 
Williams Fund 
516 15th Ave SE 
Minneapolis, MN 
55455 

QUESTIONS: 
612-625-1001 



YOUR BENEFITS 
Individuals who contribute annually to Men's Athletics will receive recognition at the 
levels listed below. Contributors will receive all benefits up to and including those 
listed at their giving level. 

Name Plate on Seat 

Invitation to Private Dinner with 

Athletic Director and Head Coaches 

Invitation to a Football Suite with 

Athletic Director and a Head Coach 

M;¢JMD·N·ID;ttl 
Away-Game Ticket Priority** 

Complimentary Pass to FB and BKB Clubs 

(if have tickets; maximum of 4 passes) 

Plaque Recognition 

Opportunity to Purchase Reserved Parking 

Post-Season Ticket Priority** 

Pre-Auction Private Reception with 

Athletic Director and Head Coaches 

Priority for Ticket Location Assignment* 

Invitations to Donor Receptions 

Media Guides Upon Request 

Special Williams Scholarship Fund Gift 

Gold Country I 0% Discount 

Gopher Athletics Newsletter 

Window Decal 

Membership Card 

Merchandise Sale 

a .. "' E '1: c .. "' 0 .. c 
., 

a.: ,. s E 5 ~ i A. 

:( > .c 
it u :E u 

* Priority level for ticket location assignment does not affect your current seating location. Priority will be used for the improvement process and for assigning 
new season ticket holders based on availability. 

** Ticket allocation will be determined by the cumulative amount of gifts to the Williams Fund. 
Dollars counted roward giving levels are those given direccly to the Williams Fund. Support of specific sport booster groups, the Alumni Association or the "M" 
Club does not count toward giving levels. 
Gifts received July I to June 30 count toward cumulative giving levels. 

COMPLETE THE FORM ON THE OPPOSITE PAGE 
TO BE ELIGIBLE FOR BENEFITS NEXT SEASON. 

CALL THE WILLIAMS FUND OFFICE AT 
(612) 625-1001 WITH ANY QUESTIONS. 
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SCHOLARSHIP ENDOWMENTS f-------- (BY SUE GRAUPMANN) 

Four new scholarship endowment funds have been 
extablished this fall to allow four additional Gopher 
Football players a chance to play with the distinguished 
honor of a former coach or player. 

BUTCH NASH 
Butch played on the Bernie Bierman coached 1936 
national championship team. He was an assistant coach 
for over six decades, starting in 1947 through the 1980's. 

SANDY STEPHENS 
Sandy led the Gophers to the Rose Bowl in 1960 and 
1961. He was the nation's first Mrican-American All
American quarterback and was the 1961 Big Ten MVP. 
He passed away in June. Butch Naslt anti June Stoll are honored at llalhime of tile 

Minnesota-Iowa game. 
CAL STOLL 
Cal played on one of Bernie Bierman's last teams in the late 1940's and became the Gophers head coach in 1972. 
His seven year coaching record was 39-39. He passed away in August. 

BILLY BYE 
Billy was a four-time letterwinner at halfback for the football team under coach Bierman in the late 1940's. He 
was named team MVP his freshman season and All-Big Ten his senior year. 

FOR INFORMATION ON CONTRIBUTING TO THESE ENDOWMENTS OR HOW TO ESTABLISH 
AN ENDOWMENT FUND, PLEASE CONTACT THE WILLIAMS FUND AT 612-625-1001 . 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR! 

GREAT GOPHER 
SPORTS AUCTION 

SATURDAY, APRIL 28 
5:00 - 7:30 P.M. 
WILLIAMS ARENA 

GREAT FOOD& 
BEVERAGES! 

GREAT SILENT & 
LIVE AUCTION 
ITEMS! 

Call the Williams Fund Office at 612-625-1001 for ticket 
information and an auction catalog. Proceeds benefit the 

Williams Scholarship Fund. 
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SEARCH FoR A TITLE (B Y KEVIN KURTT ) 

Head Wrestling Coach J Robinson and the Golden Gophers eye an NCM t itle after four straight top-three 
finishes at the NCM Championships. 

!though the program loses three-time All-American 
Brandon Eggum and two-rime All-American and 
2000 NCAA Champion Brock Lesnar, the 2000-01 
Golden Gophers will again field a ream with the talent 
needed ro challenge for rhe Big Ten crown and NCAA 

title. Six of last year's nine NCAA qualifiers return this season, in 
addition ro a group of much-heralded young wrestlers who look 
to make their way into the Minnesota starting lineup. With 10 
Golden Gopher letterwinners coming back this season, the 
Maroon and Gold wrestling program is in good hands. 

"The necessary ingredient ro continually challenging in the 
Big Ten and NCAA is having Al l-Americans return," Head Coach 
J Robinson said. "This has been accomplished by the 
development of our freshmen and new faces over the past two 
years." 

Leading the list of All-American returnees for rhe Maroon and 
Gold is junior Leroy Vega, a two-rime All-American at 125 
pounds. A fifth-place finisher at the past two NCAA 
Championships, Vega will be asked ro improve upon his Big Ten 
and national performances if the Golden Gophers are ro seriously 
contend for an NCAA Championship. With his limitless 
potential, rhe Portage, Ind., native will look ro become 
Minnesota's second fo ur-time All-American before his career is 
over. 

Jared Lawrence, the 2000 Big Ten and Amateur Wrestling News 

Freshman of the Year and sixth-place finisher at rhe NCAA 
Championships at 149 pounds, is primed for an outstanding 
season on the mar fo llowing a successful 1999-2000 campaign 
and a stellar summer In 

international competition. 
Undefeated in conference 
marches last season, 
Lawrence captured a bronze 
medal this past summer at 
the Junior World Freestyle 
Championships. The 
experience gained by 
Lawrence will certainly help 
rhe Golden Gophers this 
season. 

Also returning for Minnesota 
is sophomore Luke Becker at 157 
pounds. An All-American and a 
member of rhe Amateur Wrestling 
News All-Rookie Team last year, 
Becker hopes ro improve upon 
his sixth-place NCAA finish 
from a year ago. A headliner of 
rhe 1998-99 recruiting class 
with three years of eligibility 
remammg, Becker, in 
addition ro Lawrence will 

close. 
The other 

returning All-
American is junior 
Brad Pike at 165 
pounds. After 
placing second at Big 
Tens behind top
seeded Don Pritzlaff of 
Wisconsin, Pike went on 
ro finish seventh at the NCAA 
Tournament. W ith his 
experience, raw athletic talent 
and will ro succeed, Pike wi ll 
look for his second national 
place finish this season. 

"The strength and 
destiny of this year's 
Golden Gophers will 
be determined by our 
balance throughout our 
roster in each of rhe 
weight classes," Robinson 
said. "With seven starters 
returning and a strong 
supporting cast, we have a 

Leroy Vega is a two-time returning All
American at 125 pounds. 

great deal of potential this season." 
In addition ro rhe six returning Al l-Americans, Minnesota 

brings back starters at 133, 141 and 197 pounds. At 133, senior 
Brett Lawrence returns ro Gold Country on the heels of his 

fifth-place finish at last year's Big Ten meet. With his 
extensive experience on the mar, rhe Golden Gophers can 
be assured of a full effort from Lawrence each and every 
march. Junior Chad Erikson comes back at 141 pounds 

with hopes of building on a year that brought some bad 
luck to this highly-talented grappler. Erikson will certainly 
look to perform better at both rhe Big Ten and NCAA meers 
ro help rhe Golden Gophers ro rhe rides. Also returning ro rhe 

starring lineup will be junior 197-pounder Owen Elzen. Elzen 
rook fifth at the Big Tens last year and qualified for the 

NCAA Championships. With a year of experience under 
his belt, Elzen should be a force at 197 this season for rhe 

Maroon and Gold. 
Although the Golden Gophers lost six seniors, 
including three starters, ro graduation, rhe young 

corps of Minnesota grapplers filling rhe open 
spots come with impressive reputations. 

Vega solely holds rhe starring job at 125 
pounds and will look ro improve upon his 

look ro become Minnesota's 
second and third four-rime Al l-
Americans before their careers come ro a 

fifth-p lace finishes at rhe last two NCAA 
Championships. Junior Julio Alaniz will also compere at 125 
this year. Ar 133 pounds, Brett Lawrence continues to hold rhe 

starting spot following his 28-14 season. He will 
be challenged ro retain his starting spot by 
sophomore Ryan Lewis this season. 

Luke Becker is a returning All
American at 157 pounds. 
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WHAT'S HAPPENING [B Y THE M EDIA R ELATION S STAFF ] 

HERE'S A LOOK AT WHAT'S COMING UP AT HOME IN THE NEXT FEW MONTHS 

JANUARY 
1 2 3 4 5 Baskttba/1 6 vs. 

WiSCOnsin 

Wrestling 7 8 9 10 11 Hockty 12 Hockty vs. 13 vs. vs. North Dakorn 
Oklahoma Stare North Dakota Track & Fitld 
Williams Arena Northwest Open 

14 15 16 Baskttba/1 17 18 Unnis 19 Baskttba/1 20 vs. Ice Volleys vs. Indiana 
Purdue Trnnis- Ice Volleys 

Track & Fitld- Home 

Swimming 21 22 Hockty 23 Baskttba/1 24 25 Wrestling 26 Hockty vs. 27 &Diving vs. vs. vs. Bemidji Srare 
vs. Iowa Brown Iowa Michigan Wmtlingvs. Purdue 

Sports Pavilion T&F- Minnesorn Open 

28 29 30 31 

FEBRUARY 
1 Hockty vs. 2 Basktba/J "- O!llo & 3 

Michigan Tech Hodtey vs. Mich. Tech 
Swimming & Diving- Gymnastics vs. Mich. $(. 

Minnesota Challenge s&D- Minnesoe1 Olallenge 

4 Baseball 5 6 7 8 Wmtling 9 Baskttba/1 10 Pro-Alumni vs. vs. 
Game Michigan State Michigan State 

Sports Pavilion 

Wmtlingvs. 11 Bastba/1 12 13 Baskttba/1 14 15 Tmnisvs. Kansas 16 Unnis vs. 17 Penn Stare vs. Central vs. Gymnastics vs. Pennsylvania 
Williams Arena Michigan Penn State Ohio St. T&F- Snowsha< Hockty vs. 
Bastball vs. CenL Mich. Metrodome Hockry vs. Colorado CoiL Colorado College 

Unnis vs. 18 19 20 21 Swimming& 22 Swimming& 23 Swimming& 24 Indiana Diving Diving Diving 

25 26 27 28 Big Ten Big Ten Big Ten Championships 
Championships Championships 0m vs. Michigan 

MARCH 
1 Hockty vs. 2 Baskttba/1 3 St. Cloud State vs. lllinois 

ftnnis vs. Wisconsin llnnis vs. Ohio State 
Baseball vs. Arkansas Bastba/1 vs. Miami 

Swimming& 4 5 Gymnastics 6 Bastba/1 7 8 Unnisvs. 9 Bastba/1 vs. 10 Diving- vs. vs. Purdue UConn 
Go-pher-It lnvirnrional Temple St. Cloud State Bastba/1 vs. UConn (Merrodome) 
Bastba/l vs. San Diego & Merrodome (Merrodome) 

Bastballvs. 11 12 13 14 Hockty- 15 Hockry- 16 Hockty- 17 UConn WCHA WCHA WCHA 
(Merrodome) Final Five at XCel Final Five at XCel Final Five at XCel 

Energy Center Energy Center Energy Center 

18 19 20 21 22 23 Ttnnis 
vs. 24 
Pen n State 

25 26 27 28 29 30 NCAAMrns 31 Final Four 
Metrodorne 

For info on tickets or start times, Call the Gopher Ticket Office at 

SCHEDULE IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE 
612/624-8080 or 1-800-U-GOPHER 
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Golden Gopher Wrestling eyes national 
title, cont ... 

Erikson's spot at 141 pounds is his to lose, but senior Josh 
Krebs and redshirt freshman Trent Hatlevig may provide some 
competition for the starting role. Leading the way at 149 pounds 
will be sophomore Jared Lawrence, the 2000 All-American. Also 
wrestling at 149 will be sophomore Doug Surgenor. 

At 157 pounds, Becker's starting spot will be contested by 
several Golden Gophers looking for mat time this season. 
Challenging Becker will be sophomore Mitch Marr. The 165-
pound weight class is headed by Pike, the 2000 All-American. 
With the departure of Delaney Berger at 17 4 pounds, the starting 
role is up for grabs among several young Golden Gophers. Any 
one of several Minnesota wrestlers may battle for the starting job, 
including juniors John Hardy and Matt Kraft, and redshirt 
freshman Jacob Volkmann. 

Three-time All-American Eggum exited at 184 pounds, 
leaving the spot open for highly-regarded redshirt freshman 
Damion Hahn, the No. 1 recruit in the nation in the fall of 1998. 
The Lakewood, N.J. native will certainly provide the 2000-01 
Golden Gophers with great talent and unlimited potential at the 
184 spot. 

Elzen returns to the 197-pound position behind his fifth-place 
finish at the 2000 Big Ten Championships. With a full year of 
starting mat time under his belt, Elzen is looking for an 
improvement in his performances on the biggest stages of the 
season, at the Big Tens and NCAAs. 

Filling the enormous shoes left by Lesnar at heavyweight will 
not be an easy task, but redshirt freshman Garrett Lowney comes 
with the tools and experience needed to succeed at the starting 
spot. This past summer, Lowney stunned the international 
wrestling community at the O lympic Games in Sydney, Australia, 
winning the bronze medal at 213 pounds in Greco-Roman 
wrestling. With his improved experience and confidence gained 
from his Olympic performance, the native of Freedom Wis., will 
look to continue Minnesota's recent tradition of stellar 
heavyweight wrestling this season. Challenging Lowney will be 
sophomore Michael Flanagan. 

The incoming freshmen class is yet another in a long line of 
top-rated recruiting classes. T he newcomers to the Maroon and 
Gold program should be able to provide 
scoring for Minnesota in the near 
future, given their highly-regarded 
talents and backgrounds. Coming in 
at 125 pounds is Eric Anderson, a 
talented athlete from Browerville, 
Minn. At 141 pounds, the Golden 
Gophers welcome Jake Avre of 
Cambridge, Minn. and Mike 
Verdeja of Inver Grove 
Heights, Minn. Jake 
Larsen, a strong wrestler 
from Turtle Lake, w· 
will provide some added 
depth at the 149-pound 
position. At 157, new to the 
Maroon and Gold will be Kiel 
Hutchins of Rice, Minn. and 
Tyler Marr of Wyoming, Minn. 
The lone incoming freshman at 

165 pounds is Nate 
Baker, a three-time 
Minnesota state 
champion from 
Lakefield, Minn. At 
the 174-pound weight 
class, new Golden 
Gophers Casey 
Flaherty of Big Lake, 
Minn., and Josh 
McLay of Hastings, 
Minn ., wi ll gain 
experience behind a 
number of upperclassmen. 
Drew Hageman of Newberg, 
Ore., is the sole incoming 
freshman at the 184-pound 
positiOn. Rounding out the 
newcomers to Gold Country is Eli 
Ross, a 197 -pound native of 
Faribault, Minn. 

"A big step for us this year is that 
we kept the best Minnesota kids in 
the state," Robinson said. "We firmly 
believe that the University of 
Minnesota wrestling program should 
be mainly represented by Minnesota 
athletes." 

Once again, the pieces seem to 
be in place for 
another Golden 1 Robinson llt1s t0t1clletl Minnesottl to 
Gopher run for the lour strtligllt top tllree linisltes tit tile 
Big Ten and NCAA NCAA Clltlmpionsltips. 
crowns. For the fifth 
consecutive year, the Maroon and Gold will certainly be a favorite 
for a top-three finish at the national meet. However, the building 
of the powerhouse of Minnesota wrestling will not be complete 
until the Maroon and Gold attain their ultimate goal, the NCAA 
National Championship. 

"With the beginning of the new milennium, our strength will 
be the development of our freshmen, the leadership of 

our upperclassmen and the balance of our entire roster," 
Robinson said. "Our amount of success this season will 
be based on how far our returning starters take us and 
how much our newcomers progress." 

Retlsllirt lresltmen Dt1mion Ht~lln (leh) 
t1ntl Gt1rrett Lowney (rigllt) will be 
expected to fill big lloles tllis yetlr. 
Ht~lln, t1 184-pountl wrestler, was tile 
1998 Higll Scllool Wrestler of tile Yet1r 
wllile Lowney, a llearyweigllt, won tile 
bronze met/a/ in tile Greco-Roman 213-
pountl weight class at tile 2000 
Olympics in Sydney. 
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NCAA MEN's 

BASKETBALL FINAL FOUR 

VOLUNTEERS 

The 2001 NCAA Men's Basketball 
Final Four is looking for volunteers 
in a variety of areas from March 26 
to April 3. 

VOLUNTEER INFORMATION 

• Shifts range from 8 a.m. to 11 p.m. 
• We request that all volunteers work a minimum of three, four-hour shifts. 
• All volunteers will receive an official2001 NCAA Final Four t-shirt, jacket 

and hat. 
• Unfortunately, no tickets are available for the Final Four games. 

If you are interested in volunteering, please contact Sue Rubens Robinson at 
ncaavols@umn.edu (e-mail), 763-550-9876 (phone) or 612-632-7029 (fax). 

&lseball Classic 

12 GOLDEN GOPHER ACTION 

Baseball Tournament 
Schedule 

Friday, March 2 
Friday, March 2 
Saturday, March 3 
Saturday, March 3 
Sunday, March 4 
Sunday, March 4 

Miami vs. San Diego State 
Arkansas vs. Minnesota 
Miami vs. Minnesota 
Arkansas vs. San Diego State 
Arkansas vs. Miami 
San Diego State vs. Minnesota 

12:15 p.m. 
6:30p.m. 
1:30 p.m. 
7:00p.m. 
11 :00 a.m. 
3:00p.m. 

All games will be played at the Metrodome 

Call (612) 624-8080 or 1-800-UGOPHER 
to order tickets today! 





CONFERENCE 
CHAMPIONSHIPS 

UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA 
FEBRUARY 22-24 

GOLDEN GOPHER 
BASEBALL 
PRO-ALUMNI GAME 

February 5 , 2001 , 6 :30 p.m. 

H.H.H. Metrodome 

Golden Gopher 

ACTION 
UNIVERSITY OF MI NNESOTA 

Department of Men's Athletics 

Bierman Field Athletic Building 

516 15th AvenueSE 

Minneapolis, MN 55455 

For tickets, call 
1-800-U-GOPHER 

NON-PROFIT ORG 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 
Permit No. ! 55 

Minneapolis, Minn. 
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Gold Country Run & Gopher Fan Fest 
All runners, walkers and their guests are invited ro the post-race Gopher FanFesr following 
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Minnesota Men's & Women's Athletic Departments for the first united fan appreciation 
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hand for autographs and pictures. 
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FROM THE CORNER OFFICE [BY TOM MoE] 

As the school year draws ra a close, I can't help but look back 
at one of the most successful athletics seasons in the hisrary of 
the Universiry of Minnesota. There were so many great 
moments that will undoubtedly remain forever etched in the 
hearts and minds of Golden Gopher fans everywhere. 

Winning the national wrestling championship in March 
with all I 0 of our wrestlers garnering All-America honors ranks 
right up at the rap of the list. The neat thing is that it 
epitomized a TEAM vicrary in every sense of the word. Never 
before in the hisrary of the sport had every single wrestler on 
one team earned All-America status. On rap of that, it marked 
the first time in hisrary that the team champion did not have a 
single individual weight class finalist. 

I'll never forget Coach J Robinson, his staff and team down 
on the floor of Iowa's Carver-Hawkeye Arena leading the 
jubilant Golden Gopher fan contingent in chants of"IO, "1 0", 
"I 0" ... much ra the dismay of the stunned Hawkeye fans I might 
add. J loses only two seniors from this year's championship 
sqaud. Throw in a number of talented underclassmen waiting in 
the wings for their chance ra crack the lineup, and yet another 
outstanding recruiting class, and we have all the ingredients in 
place for a dynasry in the making. 

Coach Dennis Dale's swimming and diving team captured 
its third Big Ten tide in the past six years at the Aquatic Center 
in February. And they did in convincing fashion, scoring the 
most points by a team champion since the 1974 conference 
meet. Watching our team and staff celebrate with a "dip" in the 
pool was a real thrill. Our guys then went on ra an impressive 
ninth-place finish at the NCAA Championships in March. 

Who will ever forget the sound last Ocraber of98,000 eerily 
silent fans at Ohio Stadium as the clock ticked down in our 29-
17 win over the heavily favored Buckeyes. OSU came inra the 
game undefeated and ranked sixth in the nation, but we 
dominated from start ra finish en route ra the program's first 
win in Columbus since 1949. It was the only stadium in the 
league where Ray Christensen, the radio voice of the Golden 
Gophers for 50 seasons, had not previously broadcast a U of M 
victory. His voice, cracking with emotion as he conducted his 
postgame interview with Coach Glen Mason, rald the srary 
about how much his vicrary meant ra all of us. The season was 
capped with a second straight bowl appearance and now Glen 
and his team have their sights set on a school record third 
straight bowl trip this season. 

How about the hockey team's sweep of top-ranked 
Wisconsin last November? The energy in Mariucci Arena that 
weekend was absolutely incredible. Led by junior defenseman 
Jordan Leopold, who earned All-America honors and was a 
finalist for the prestigious Hobey Baker Award. Coach Don 
Lucia's squad went on to the program's first NCAA Tournament 
appearance since 1997. In the process, they set the table for a 
very prosperous future. 

Against all odds, I will always remember Coach Dan 
Monson's 2000-01 basketball team for its sheer grit and 
determination. Remember the Indiana game at Williams Arena? 
Down but not out, they came all the way back from a 13-point 
deficit with just over three minutes to play for an improbable 
vicrary. Over and over again, even after season-ending injuries 

to redshirt freshman Michael Bauer and senior John-Blair 
Bickerstaff, they picked themselves off the floor and gave us one 
thrill after another en route ra 18 wins and the second round of 
the National Invitation Tournament. The future looks awfully 
golden, as a strong cast of returning letterwinners will be joined 
this season by Dan's outstanding recruiting class. If you don't 
have your tickets ra Golden Gopher basketball already, you 
better hurry because I can safely say that a ticket ra "The Barn" 
will once again be the toughest ticket in rawn ra get. 

We have a budding star in our gymnastics program. His 
name is Clay Strother and all he did as a sophomore this past 
season was win individual tides in both the floor exercise and on 
the pommel horse, despite battling an injured ankle. He's a 
future Olympic hopful and a real treat to watch. 

I could go on and on. Last fall, Steve Plasencia's cross 
country team qualified for its fourth straight NCAA 
Championships. In the spring, John Anderson's baseball team, 
Phil Lundin's track and field squad, David Geatz's tennis team 
and John Means' golfers continued to add to their program's 
tradition of success. The baseball team finished first in the Big 
Ten in 2000 and earned a bid ra the NCAA Tournament. The 
NCAA appearance was the 25th in the history of the school and 
third straight. The 2001 team is again on track for another 
NCAA appearance. The track and field team, which has won 
three Big Ten tides in the past four years, hopes to return ra the 
top of the conference again. The tennis program, which has 
advanced ra the NCAA Tournament's "Sweet 16" twice in the 
past four seasons, made its eighth straight NCAA Regionals 
appearance this year. The golfers, who have finished in the 
nation's rap 12 in past three years, also qualified once again for 
the NCAA Regionals. 

It all adds up to yet another rap 25 finish in the Sears 
Direcrars' Cup standings, which recognizes the rap athletics 
programs in the nation. The U of M has finished in the top 25 
in each of the past six years and in seven of the eight years that 
the competition has been held. 

The most exciting thing of all for the Golden Gophers is that 
even bigger and better things are on the horizon. But as always 
we need your help. Lets pack the Metrodome in football. Lets 
continue ra make Williams Arena and Mariucci Arena the 
toughest places ra play in the Big Ten and WCHA, respectively. 
Come out and see our defending national champion wrestling 
team and our perennial Big Ten tide contender in baseball. Lets 
continue ra show great support for our student-athletes in each 
and every one of our sports. 

Yes, the future looks awfully bright indeed. The 2001-02 
season will officially kick off with our football season opener at 
Toledo on Aug. 31. I don't know about you, but I can't wait. 

GO GOPHERS! 

SUMMER 2000-01 



Race Information 
SK Run & Walk 

Gold Country Run T-shirt and 
Goodie Bag for all participants! 

Prizes to top three male and female runners 

Start time 5K- 9:30 am 
Course closes - 10:30 am 

Goldy's Gallop for Kids- 10:30 am 

5K Course 
The beautiful University of Minnesota campus 

sets the stage for a course unlike any other. 

The scenic route starts near Dinkytown, 
curves through campus past historic 

buildings and ends on the Bierman Field Track. 

Splits are provided at each mile and water 
is available on the race course. 

Participants are responsible for reading their 
own times from the clock at the finish line. 

A special event just for kids! 

Run with Goldy Gopher on the Bierman Track!* 

All participants receive aT-shirt, ribbon 
and Goldy's Goodie Bag. 

4-6 yrs. old- 400M 9-10 yrs. old- 400M 
7-8 yrs. old- 400M 11-~2 yrs. old- BOOM 
*In the event of inclement weather, Goldy's Gallop for Kids will be held 

indoors in the Gibson I Nagurski Football Complex. Please inquire on 

race day ac the lcid's run registration for race location information . 

REGISTER at or OVER THE PHONE 
at the Gopher Ticket Office! 

Call612-624-8080 or 1-800-U-GOPHER 
(Gopher Ticket office hours: Mon. - Fri., 9 am - 5 pm) 

'Must have major credit card to register online or over the phone 

Must sign waiver ar pre-registration table upon arriving to run 
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GoPHER 
FAN FEST 
All runners, walkers and 
their guests are invited to 

the post-race Gopher FanFest for 
food, fun and fanfare! 

Coaches & student-athletes representing all Men's and 
Women's sports will be on hand for 

autographs and pictures. 
Join us as we celebrate another great year of Golden 

Gopher Athletics and gear up for the 200112002 season. 

FREE FOOD & REFRESHMENTS! 
FREE INTERACTIVE GAMES! 

DOOR PRIZES! 

• Photocopies are accepted 
• Entry fees are non-refundable and non-transferable 
• Cancelled check will be your confirmed entry 
• ALL RUNNING EVENTS ARE RAIN OR SHINE! 

PRE-REGISTRATION 5K Run/Walk 
$12.00- Entries must be postmarked by May 21st 

LATE-REGISTRATION 5K Run/Walk 
$17.00- Entries postmarked after May 21st, up to 
and including race day morning 

GOLDY'S GALLOP FOR KIDS 
$7.00- Entries must be postmarked by May 21st 
$10.00- Entries postmarked after May 21st, up to 
and including race day mor~ng 

RACE DAY REGISTRATION 
7 a.m. - 9 a.m. - Gibson I Nagurski Football Practice 
Facility (600 15th Ave. SE- next co Bierman Field Athletic Facility) 

Make checks payable to: University of Minnesota 
Mail entries to: Gold Country Run, Athletic Ticket Office, 
4 Oak St. SE, Minneapolis, MN 55455 

Entries may also be dropped off at the Athletic Ticket 
Office in Mariucci Arena (Mon. - Fri., 9 am - 5 pm) 

For additional questions, please call the Gopher Ticket 
Office at (612) 624-8080 OR 1-800-UGOPHER 



AMP 
A LIVING HISTORY [BY KEVIN KURTT] 

Harold Steen, a Golden Gopher football season ticket holder for the last 76 years, has been anointed as 
Minnesota's oldest living season ticket holder. 

he University of Minnesota football program is steeped 
in rradirion. The Golden Gopher gridders have a long 
history of victory, leadership, talent and competition. 
And one fan of the Maroon and Gold has been there for 
much of the team's highs and lows. Harold Steen, ar age 

97, has been anointed as Minnesota's oldest living season ticker 
holder. 

For 76 years, Sreen, affectionately known as Uncle Hud, has 
seen ir all - six national championships, Bronko Nagurski, Burch 
Larson, Bruce Smith, Bobby Bell, 45 All-Americans, 10 Big Ten 
rides and 378 wins since 1925, and the list goes on. He was there 
when Memorial Stadium was built and when ir was torn down. 
He saw rhe Golden Gophers ar their apex, winning conference 
and national rides, and in their struggling years, failing to reach 
rhe postseason. He watched from the stands as the Maroon and 
Gold experienced roller-coaster seasons, from the building of a 
national powerhouse ro the lean years ro the rejuvenation of the 
program in recent seasons. To pur ir into perspective, the United 
Srares has had 14 presidents during the rime rhat 
Sreen has owned Minnesota season tickers. 

In April, ar the Gibson-Nagurski Foorpall 
Complex, Steen met with Head Coach Glen 
Mason and was recognized for his unwavering 
support of rhe University of Minnesota and irs 
football program. His memories of rhe early days 
of Golden Gopher football may be a little hazy 
now, bur Sreen is obviously a dedicated fan of the 
Maroon and Gold. 

He remembers that his first season ticker cost 
$3-3.50 in 1925. He has been a Minnesota season 
ticker-holder ever since. "I was there through rhe 
rhick and the rhin," Steen said. "There were years 
when they even sold tickers to sir in rhe aisles. They 
also had sears on rhe field on rhe track where you 
couldn't see a thing." 

one game, the head coach turned around and shook his fist ar me 
because of all my yelling." 

Perhaps the toughest thing ro ask of Steen is to choose his 
favorite player during his time as a season ticket-holder. "You can't 
pin me down like that. You go to all those years of football games 
and pick just one." He's correct, of course. How could someone 
pick just one player on a list that includes such names as 
Nagurski, Lund, Larson, Widserh, Smith, Wildung, Nomellini, 
Grant, Giel, Bell, Stephens, Eller, Carter, and Hamilton? 

From rhe days when he went to the games in a "coonskin coat" 
at Memorial Stadium to the rime during the Grear Depression 
where he won tickets to see the Golden Gophers defeat No.1 
Ohio Stare to the national championship years to rhe move to the 
Metrodome, Steen has been in the stands cheering on the 
Minnesota football team. Harold Steen is a legend of Gold 
Country football who embodies the rich and storied history of the 
University of Minnesota gridiron program. 

Steen first owned season rickets as a student at 
the University and he clearly remembers one of his 
first games. "Memorial Stadium was just built and 
they had a grand opening when we bear Red 
Grange and Illinois," he said. "It was a big day, a 
tremendous day. Grange was nationally-known 
and we thought we were going to ger drubbed, bur 
we bear rhose guys. I think Grange spent half rhe 
game on the bench. And, in his years as a TV 
commentator, he never talked abour that game." 

Harold Steen has been a season ticket holder since 1925. 

Steen also had things ro say about the heated 
rivalry with rhe University of Iowa. "Iowa's not a 
friendly team to meet with. I remember when they 
started this trophy," Sreen explained, pointing to 
Floyd of Rosedale, rhe trophy given to the winner 
of the annual Minnesota-Iowa game. "There was 
quire a squabble when that all starred." 

Steen also recalls his sears after he graduated 
from the University. "My first public season tickers 
were in rhe rhird row behind the opposing ream," 
he explained. "I have a loud voice and I remember 
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MAOIC ON THE MATS [ BY KEVIN KURTT] 

After winning the National Duals and the Big Ten Championships, all 
honors en route to Minnesota's first national championship. 

I 0 Golden Gophers earned All-America 

The 2001 NCAA 
Wrestling Championships will 
long be remembered as a 
national rournamenr wirh 
impressive firsrs and as a 
srunning breakthrough for the 
Universiry of Minnesota 
Golden Gophers. Wirh rhe 
evenr held in Iowa, the nation's 
hotbed of amateur wrestling, 
the stage was set for the 
momenrous occasion. The 
venue, Carver-Hawkeye 
Arena, was labeled the "Lion's 
Den" and served as an ideal 
location for the evenrual 
srorybook result. That result, 
an improbable one, vaulted 
Minnesota inro the national 
spotlight, long reserved for the 
lowas and Oklahoma States of 
the world. And the way in 
which the Golden Gophers 
captured the 2001 NCAA 
crown can be appropriately 
classified as groundbreaking 
and extraordinary. 

Unorthodox? Yes, the road ro the national title for Minnesota was 
nor rypical of the path raken in years pasr by the NCAA Champion 
reams. Remarkable? You bet. Fans and followers of collegiate 
wrestling will look back ar the 2001 NCAA Championships as a 
national rournamenr wirh unprecedented qualities. Record
breaking? In more ways than one. The Golden Gophers broke several 
school and national records along the way ro rhe ream crown. A full
team effort? Without a doubr. The national ride was won for the 
Maroon and Gold grapplers, nor on the backs of rwo or three 
dominanr individuals, bur through rhe hard work, will and 
determination of all 10 members of the squad. 

Winning rhe 2001 NCAA crown pur a cap on a season which 
will certainly be difficult to forger. Prior to rhe national 
rournamenr, rhe Golden Gophers stormed through rhe 2000-01 
season, going 19-1 in dual meers and winning ream titles ar the 
Midlands Open, the National Duals, and Big Ten Championships. 
The lone blemish on Minnesota's record was a 25-12 loss to 
Oklahoma Srare in a home dual flleer wirh a shorthanded Golden 
Gopher lineup. Gold Counrry rebounded from rhe serback to win 
14-srraighr dual meers to end rhe season and capture rhe 
conference's dual meet title with its undefeated 8-0 year in Big Ten 
competitions. Then, at the Big Ten Championships, sophomore 
Jared Lawrence (149 lbs.) and redshirr freshman Garrerr Lowney 
(Hwr.) won individual rides to lead rhe Golden Gophers ro a 24-
poinr ream victory. With all 10 Maroon and Gold wrestlers placing 
in the top seven, Minnesota advanced irs enrire lineup ro the much
anticipated national tournament. 

Thar full assortment of grapplers ar NCAAs proved ro be the 
difference for the Golden Gophers' run ro the long-awaited national 
crown. And winning thar ride was a benchmark for the Universiry of 
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Minnesota and its wrestling program. Thar is, the lasr rime a ream ar 
the 'U' won an NCAA championship was in 1979 when the Golden 
Gopher men's hockey ream captured the national title with a 4-3 
victory over North Dakora. Since then, no Minnesota ream garnered 
the covered NCAA crown unril the burgeoning-powerhouse Golden 
Gopher grappling ream quieted the Iowa-friendly crowd ro rake the 
2001 national ride. 

And thar significant triumph may prove ro be jusr the beginning 
for the Universiry of Minnesota and its wrestling program. Many in 
the collegiate wrestling world feel thar the victory in Iowa Ciry by rhe 
Golden Gophers signified the proverbial "passing of the rorch" from 
the Hawkeyes to the boys in Maroon and Gold. They may have a 
poinr as Minnesota rerurns eighr All-Americans for the 2001-02 
season and boasrs one of the rop recruiting classes in the nation. 
There is now ralk of a shifr in the balance of power in collegiate 
wrestling from the cornfields of Iowa ro the lakes of Minnesota. A 
dynasry in the making? Perha~. 

To adequately examine whar led Minnesota ro the national ride, 
one musr look ro what defined the 2001 edirion of Golden Gopher 
grappling. Firsr, this was a group of wrestlers and coaches thar 
embodied the word team. The Maroon and Gold wrestling squad 
won the national championship on the strength of a full lineup 
conrriburing poinrs roward rhe ream coral. Nexr, Minnesota can be 
characterized as a ream with exceptional depth. lr was a deep ream thar 
was the key ingredienr roward the ulrimare success of the Golden 
Gophers. Finally, the 2001 edition of Golden Gopher wrestling 
ended the year with the one moniker that all teams aspire ro -
champion. 

'team \'rem\ n, vt, adj 1 : a number of persons associated together 
in work or acriviry a : a group on one side (as in sports); 2 : to pur 



together in a coordinated ensemble; 3 : marked by devotion to 
teamwork rather than individual achievement 

Minnesota won the national crown utilizing a full-ream effort to 
earn an NCAA-record 10 All-Americans. Ir was the first rime in the 
71-yeac history of the NCAA Championships char 10 wrestlers earned 
the prestigious All-American honor in one NCAA tournament. The 
10 All-Americans also is a Minnesota school record, breaking the 
previous mack of six, set in 1998, 1999 and 2000. No ream in the 
history of the national tournament had won the team tide without a 
finalist, but Gold Country captured the national crown despite nor 
placing a wrestler in the championship matches. 

"We knew that the only way that we could win the ride was to have 
a ream effort," Minnesota Head Coach J Robinson said. "We had a 
game plan from lase year. We knew that we couldn't win with a lor of 
ones and rwos, bur we thought we could win with 10 All-Americans. 
And that's what we did. It had to be something extraordinary." 

"True, wrestling is largely an individual spore," senior 133-pounder 
Brett Lawrence said. "We had to come into the tournament thinking 
about our own marches, bur we knew that if we did what we had to 
do in our individual matches, then the ream result would rake care of 
itself." 

depth \'depth\ n 1 :the quality of being complete or thorough 

All 10 Golden Gopher grapplers finished in the top eight, earning 
All-America status and giving Minnesota significant · team points. 
Gold Country had three wrestlers finish in third place (Leroy Vega, 
Owen Elzen, Garrett Lowney), three in fourth place (Luke Becker, 
Brad Pike, Jacob Volkmann), one finish in fifth place (Dam ion Hahn), 
one sixth-place finisher Oared Lawrence) and rwo finish in eighth 
place (Brett Lawrence, Chad Erikson). 

"I was saying all year that we needed 10 guys to come together for 
us to do well," junior Leroy Vega said. "That's exactly what happened 
at the NCAAs. And now were national champs. Ir doesn't get any 
better." 

"This is like a journey," Robinson said. "You chase the prize and 
you gee ir. You just want to share it with everybody. The beauty of this 
whole thing is that all 10 guys did something to get us here. To have 
10 All-Americans and nobody in the finals, and co do it in Carver
Hawkeye Arena, it's a special thing. I can't stop smiling." 

Sophomore jared Lawrence was named the Big Ten Wrestler of the 

Championships after winning the 149-pound conference title. 

'cham•pi•on \'cham-pe-en\ n 1 : WARRJOR, FIGHTER 2: one that 
does battle for another's right or honor; 2 : a winner of first place in 
competition; also: one who shows marked superiority 

On the strength of a full-ream effort based on a foundation of 
depth, the University of Minnesota reached irs ultimate goal and came 

back to Gold Country with the 2001 NCAA 
Championship. Now the Golden Gophers have 
a full year to bask in rhe glow of being national 
champions, a long-sought goal for the school and 
the program. 

"Maybe we'll get the respect now," said 184-
pound redshirr freshman Damion Hahn. "We 
won rhe National D s. We won our duals 
against Iowa. Now we came in and rook the ride 
in [the Hawkeyes'] own house." 

"It's just fricking amazing, fricking amazing," 
Robinson said. "Everybody earned this 
championship. Everybody. That was the key." 

"Ten, ten, ten, ten, ten .... " 

In his 15th season at the helm of the Minnesota 

wrestling program, J Robinson has built one of the 

nation's finest programs, culminating with the 200 I 

NCAA Championship. 
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WILLIAMS FUND (FROM THE WILLIAM S FUND STAFF] 

THE WILLIAMS FUND PROVIDES FINANCIAL SUPPORT FoR 
HUNDREDS OF STUDENT•ATHLETES EACH YEAR 

For more than 50 years, the Williams Scholarship Fund has 
supported the educational needs of thousands of student
athletes at the University of Minnesota. Through the 
generous financial support of those who care about Golden 
Gopher Men's Athletics, the Williams Scholarship Fund 
pays the cost of each scholarship allowed under NCAA 
guidelines. 

More than 250 student-athletes receive financial assistance 
each year, enabling them to gain a world-class academic 
and athletic experience at the University of Minnesota. 
This support provides Golden Gopher men the tools to 
face today's challenges and tomorrow's opportunities. 

The success of our student-athletes, both athletically and 
academically, speaks for itself 
(1999-2000 Academic Year): 
*112 Scholar Athletes (cumulative GPA of 3.0 or higher) 
*21 First team All-Americans 
*71 Academic All Big Ten Selections 
*Student-athlete graduation rate is higher than the all
university rate. 

Please review the new benefits chart and make your gift on 
the donation form . 

To receive benefits for the next 
year, please make your gift by A gift of $75 or 

June 30• 200 1. more will make a 

WILLIAMS SCHOLARSHIP FUND MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
difference in the 

success of Golden 

Gopher athletics. 
Name (please print) 

Address 

City State Zip 

Day Phone Home Phone 

Enclosed is my gift to the Williams Scholarship Fund in the amount of: 
_ $10,000 Champion's Club _ $600 Captain's Club 
_ $4,000 MVP Club _ $300 First-Team Club 
_ $ 1,200 All-American Club _ $ 75 Varsity Club 
_Other$ ___________________ _ 

My tax deductible gift will be paid as indicated: 
_ Check payable to the. Williams Scholarship Fund 
_Pledge $ __ ($250 minimum pledge). I prefer to make payments of 

$ ___ through the year and request quarterly reminders. 
_Charge me VISA/MASTERCARD/NOVUS/AMEX card 

--------------- Exp. Date __ ! __ _ 
Account Number 

Signature 
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• 

Receive donor 

amenltles m 

appreciation 

of your support! 

MAIL TO: 
Williams Fund 
516 15th Ave SE 
Minneapolis, MN 
55455 

QUESTIONS: 
612-625-1001 



NEW BENEFIT LEVELS FOR 2001-02 
COMPLETE THE FORM ON THE OPPOSITE PAGE TO BE ELIGIBLE FOR 

BENEFITS NEXT SEASON. CALL THE WILLIAMS FUND OFFICE AT 
( 612) 625-1 001 WITH ANY QUESTIONS. 

YOUR BENEFITS 
Individuals who contribute annually to Men's Athletics will receive recognition at the 
levels listed below. Contributors will receive all benefits up to and including t hose 
listed at their giving level. 

I Ill 

Name Plate on Seat 

Invitation to Private Dinner with 

Athletic Director and Head Coaches 

Invitation to a Football Suite with 

Athletic Director and a Head Coach 

•;wau·N·*Utt• 
Away-Game Ticket Priority** 

Complimentary Pass to FB and BKB Clubs 

(if have tickets; maximum of 4 passes) 

Plaque Recognition 

Opportunity to Purchase Reserved Parking 

Post-Season Ticket Priority** 

Pre-Auction Private Reception with 

Athletic Director and Head Coaches 

Priority for Ticket Location Assignment* 

Invitations to Donor Receptions 

Media Guides Upon Request 

Special Williams Scholarship Fund Gift 

Gold Country I 0% Discount 

Gopher Athletics Newsletter 

Window Decal 

Membership Card 

Merchandise Sale 

a ·"' 
I 1: c 

~ 0 

E ·~ 
! i A. 

> ~ 

~ 
.c - :E u ... 

• Prio rity level for ticket location assignment does not affect your current seating location. Priority will be used for the improvement process and for assigning 
new season ticket holders based o n availability. 

** Ticket allocation will be determined by the cumulative amount of gifts to the W illiams Fund. 

~Iars counted toWard giving levels are those given directly to the W illiams Fund. Support of specific sport booster groups, the Alumni Association or the "M" 
Club does not count toward giving levels. 

Gifts received July I to June 30 count toward cumulative giving levels. 
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SCHOLARSHIP ENDOWMENTS 

LOU NANNE HOCKEY ENDOWED 

SCHOLARSHIP FUND 
In January, Lou Nanne made a generous donation to begin 

building the Lou Nanne Hockey Endowed Scholarship Fund. He 
also agreed to organize a campaign with the intention of raising $4 
million to fully endow alliS hockey scholarships. 

Each scholarship endowment must be fully funded with 
$175,000 in cash. The interest is then utilized to award one full 
scholarship to a hockey player each year. 

A three year letter winner in hockey from 1961-63, Nanne was 
captain of the team in 1962-63 and First Team All-American in 

1963. 

HOCKEY CELEBRITY GOLF TOURNAMENT 

Lou is also putting together a golf outing to raise significant funds 
for the hockey endowed scholarship program. On Monday, August 
26, some of the finest Hockey Hall of Fame members will tee off at 

the TPC ofT win Cities. The sold out golf outing will feature hockey 

f-------- (BY SUE GRAUPMANN] 

celebrities such as Phil Esposito, Bobby Orr, Glen Sather, Harry Go/den Gopher hockey great Lou Nanne has helped build 

Sinden and many others. Watch for further information on being the Lou Nanne Hockey Endowed Scholarship. 

involved in this once in a lifetime chance to see some of hockey's 

greatest. 
To send your donation to the Lou Nanne Hockey Endowed Scholarship Fund, please complete the Williams Fund 

application form on the previous page and mail to the Williams Fund office. 

For further information on this scholarship fund, or to establish an endowment fund with the Williams Fund to 
benefit Men's Athletics, please call 612-625-1001. 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR~ 
WILLIAMS FUND SUMMER 

GOLF SCHEDULE 

Join Gopher Coaches and Student-athletes for a 
day of golf or come for the dinner and program to 

get your season review and preview. 

Date Location 
Monday, June 11 Albert Lea Country Club 

Monday, June 18 Rochester, Willow Creek Golf Course 

Proceeds benefit the Williams Scholarship 
Fund - call the contact person below to 

register or contact the \Villiams Fund office 
at 612-625-1001 for further information. 

Contact Person 
Dave Christensen- 507-373-2341 

Ed Rauen, 507-288-7044 

Wednesday, June 20 Hutchinson, Crow River Country Club Mike McGraw, 320-587-2256 

Friday, June 22 Coleraine, Eagle Ridge Golf Course Mike Bade, 218-245-1299 
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BIO TEN CHAMPS [B Y H EIDI J OHNSON ] 

The Golden Gopher swimming and diving team broke through to capture the 200 I Big Ten Championships 
in record fashion . 

he Minnesota men's swimming 
and diving team sene a tidal 
wave through the Big Ten 
conference this season, 
attached was a clear message. 

Minnesota swimming and diving is at 
the top of this conference and will be the 
team to beat for years to come. 

The Golden Gopher swimming and 
diving team headed inco the 
championship part of the season with a 
5-1 dual meet record, including a perfect 
Big Ten record for the third consecutive 
season. The Golden Gophers also picked 
up two first place finishes and one third 
place finish at invitational meets. 

behind. 
"It still has not settled in yet," Smolinski 

said shortly after the race. "It feels great 
though. It was our goal to go one, two, three 
and I'm glad we accomplished it." 

Smolinski, Hackler, Krastins and 
Massura opened the night once again with a 
relay win. The 200 merlley relay set another 
new Big Ten record to win. Senior diver 
Dan Croasron was Minnesota's other 
champion in the second day of the three day 
meet, winning the 3-meter. Croasron 
demolished the competition, defeating his 
nearest opponent by over 80 points. These 
feats along with a runner-up 800 relay finish 
and nine other top eight finishes all but 
sealed Minnesota's win, even before the final 
day of competition. 

With such an impressive regular 
season, the Golden Gophers were 
primed to accomplish extraordinary 
things at the Big Ten Championships, 
especially because it was at their home 
pool. Bur no one imagined the outcome 
would be as good as it was. Prior to the 
meet, Golden Gopher head coach 
Dennis Dale said many times he just 
wanted his team to be no lower than 
third place and no more than 60 points 

Minnesota "s 200 free relay team started the 

Championships by breaking the Big Ten record. 

But the fact that they had won the meet 
didn't mean the Minnesota men were going 
to let up in the final day. They wanted to 
leave no doubt in anyone's mind as to who 
the Big Ten Champs were. Hackler set a 
new school record in the 200 breast on his 
way to qualifying for finals. Twelve others 
qualified for the concluding night's finals. 

behind the leader. He had nothing to worry about. 
The Golden Gophers opened the Championships Thursday 

morning earning II spots in that evening's finals and three in the 
consolation finals. Freshman Justin Mortimer, one of three qualifiers 
in the 500 freestyle, broke the Minnesota freshman and varsity records 
with his time of 4:17.18 in prelims. Ryan Plummer broke the 200 
individual merlley freshman record with his time of I :48.48. 

The real excitement began in the finals. The 200 free relay 
shattered the Big Ten record to begin the night. Junior Ricardo 
Dornelas, senior Alex Massura and Grant Butler and sophomore Allen 
Ong combined to break the Minnesota record as well. Sophomores 
Todd Smolinski and Jeff Hackler, junior Chad Krastins and Massura 
also ended the day with a Big Ten record-breaking performance in the 
400 merlley relay. ThC! Golden Gophers also added three top-eight 
finishers in the day's three individual events and two top-eight diving 
performances to end the day in the lead with 241 points, 71 points 
over second place Penn State. 

"On a scale from one to 10, the performance today was a 15," 
Golden Gopher head Coach Dennis Dale said. "We did better than we 
dreamed we could. We just have to keep this momentum going and 
make sure our guys come out tomorrow with the same mindset they 
had today." · 

Dale didn't have to worry about his team's mindset the next day. 
They surged through the prelims. Freshman Martin Gustavsson broke 
the Big Ten record in the 100 breaststroke and sophomore Todd 
Smolinski tied the Big Ten 100 backstroke record. Mortimer broke 
another school record in the 400 individual merlley. In all, the 
Gophers qualified II for Friday evening's fmals and six for consolation 
finals. 

The most exciting event of Friday's finals was a Minnesota sweep 
of the top three places in the I 00 backstroke. Smolinski bettered his 
morning time to break the Big Ten and Minnesota records and take 
the championship. Massura and junior Ben Bartell followed right 

The final ~vening was full of simply 
unbelievable performances by the Golden Gophers. They once again 
went one-two-three in an event, this time in the 200 backstroke. 
Bartell won the event with Smolinski and Massura right behind. 
Minnesota· also swept the top two places in the 200 breast. Gustavsson 
rook the top spot with Hackler touching the wall right behind him. 

"My swim felt real great," Gustavsson said. "I think having Jeff on 
the team to compete against everyday in practice is a huge advantage. 
It forces us to push ourselves a little more everyday." 

Senior Kearn Ang broke the Minnesota, Big Ten and University of 
Minnesota Aquatic Center records in the 200 fly. That record was the 
longest standing Big Ten record and was set by Minnesota's Sean 
Quackenbush in 1990. 

Dan Croasron took his second diving title of the meet, winning the 
platform and thus sweeping the Big Ten Diving Awards. For his 
performance in the championships and throughout the season, 
Croasron was named Big Ten Diver of the Year and of the 
Championships. 

T Golden Gophers capped the night by landing 12 athletes in 
the All-Big Ten team. The athletes receiving the award were: Martin 
Gustavsson, Ben Bartell, Grant Butler, Ricardo Dornelas, Alex 
Massura, Allen Ong, Todd Smolinski, Jeff Hackler, Chad Krastins, 
Kearn Ang and Dan Croasron. The Gophers also swept the Big Ten 
Coach of the Year Awards. Dennis Dale won Coach of the Year and 
KZ Li was named Diving Coach of the Year. 

"It feels great to win this championship," a soggy Dale said, after 
his team threw him in the diving well. "Especially at home in our own 
pool. T he team set tough goals that they just kept on achieving. They 
adopted a 'in our house we rule' attitude." 

And rule they did. The Golden Gophers won the meet with 797 
points, the highest point total since the meet format change in 1991 
and the most since Indiana scored 851 in 1974. Minnesota was 248 
points ahead of runner-up Michigan. 
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200 I MINNESOTA FOOTBALL 
One of only four Big Ten 

schools to play in a bowl 

game each of the past two 

seasons, the Golden 

Gophers will look to earn 

a school record third 

straight bowl appearance 

in 200 I . The most 

attractive home schedule 

in recent history is 

highlighted by conference 

games against defending 

Big Ten champion Purdue, 

Michigan State, Ohio State and the Border Battle with 

Wisconsin. 

200 I SCHEDULE 

Aug. 31 at Toledo 

Sept. 8 UL LAFAYETTE 

Sept. IS BAYLOR 

Sept. 29 PURDUE 

Oct. 6 at Illinois 

Oct. 13 at Northwestern 

Oct. 20 MICHIGAN STATE 

Nov. 3 OHIO STATE 

Nov. 10 at Michigan 

Nov. 17 at Iowa 

Nov. 24 WISCONSIN 

Season Tickets ......... ... . . $168 

Individual game tickets 

(except Wisconsin) .......... $29.50 

Individual Wisconsin Tickets .. $38.50 

Call the Gopher Ticket Office at 612-624-8080 
or 1-800-UGOPHER or log onto www.gophersports.com 
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BREAKING THROUGH (BY KEVIN KURTT] 

Golden Gopher sophomore gymnast Clay Strother broke through at the 200 I NCAA Championships by 
winning two individual national titles. 

r was a year for exrraordinary ream 
performances for rhe Universiry of 
Minnesora Men's Arhlerics Deparrmenr. 
An NCAA Championship in wresrling, a 
second-srraighr bowl appearance by the 

foorball program, a Big Ten ririe for rhe men's 
swimmers and divers, and a rerum ro rhe NCAA 
rournamenr for rhe men's hockey ream all 
indicared rhar Gold Counrry possessed 
exceprional squads worthy of narional respecr. 
Bur in the sea of sporrs news perraining ro 
Minnesora's ream success, one significanr 
individual accomplishmenr by a Golden Gopher 
men's gymnasr was unjusrly overlooked. In early 
April, sophomore Clay Srrorher became a rwo
rime NCAA Champion and rhree-rime All
American, winning narional rides in rhe floor 
exercise and pommel horse, and finishing fifrh in 
the counrry in the all-around ar the 2001 NCAA 
Men's Gymnasrics Championships in 
Columbus, Ohio. 

Strother captured the 200 I NCAA pommel horse and floor exercise titles. 

Srrorher, a narive of Jasper, Texas, esrablished 
himself on the dire level of collegiare gymnasrics and served 
norice thar Minnesora is, once again, a force robe reckoned wirh. 
A Lone Srar in the Norrh Srar Srare, he led rhe Golden Gophers 
in a season rhar saw rhe beginning of a rejuvenarion of the 
Minnesora gymnasrics program. Srrother caprured rhe all-around 
rides in each of Minnesora's dual meers before suffering a severe 
ankle sprain in rhe final meer of the regular season versus 
Nebraska. A dominaring performer on the floor exercise and 
pommel horse, and an above-average gymnasr on each remaining 
appararus, he srayed arop rhe narional all-round rankings for rhe 
majoriry of the season. Srrorher was cerrainly Minnesora's caralysr 
ro irs 5-3 dual meer season, rhe Golden Gophers' besr dual record 
since rheir 5-2 mark in 1995. Wirh Gold Counrry's 
underclassman-heavy rosrer, Srrorher provided a nore of 
consisrenr leadership and srellar performance in comperirion ro 
clearly place himself as a headliner on the Minnesora ream. 

With Srother unable ro compere in a full capaciry ar rhe Big 
Ten Championships due ro his injury, rhe Golden Gophers 
srruggled, placing sevenrh for rhe fourrh consecurive year. 
Srrorher's abiliries ar 100 percenr were missed, bur the conference 
meer provided several young Maroon and Gold athleres rhe 
opporruniry ro shine. The mosr norable performance came from 
freshman Eric Sreele who caprured rhe conference vaulr ririe and 
was named Big Ten Freshman of rhe Ye~. The Golden Gophers 
lefr Big Tens disappoinred bur hopeful of a srrong showing ar rhe 
narional meer wirh a lineup ar full-srrength 

With rwo weeks ro recover and rrain, Srrorher's sighrs were ser 
on rhe NCAA Championships. As rhe Golden Gophers 
descended on Columbus, Ohio, for rhe narional meer, Srrorher's 
ankle srill was nor fully healed, bur he was derermined ro help rhe 
ream and, along the way, shoor for individual accomplishmenrs. 
Unforrunarely, Minnesora narrowly missed advancing ro rhe 
ream finals, placing fourth in their qualifying session by jusr 

0.175 poinrs ro Michigan Srare. The silver lining for Gold 
Counrry was rhe facr rhar Srrorher advanced ro rhe all-around 
finals and several orher Golden Gophers moved on ro individual 
evenr qualifying. 

In the all-around, Srrorher finished fifrh in rhe narion, 
regisrering a score of 54.150, earning All-America honors, and 
advancing ro rhe individual evenr finals in the floor exercise and 
pommel horse. The nexr nighr, Srrorher became rhe firsr Golden 
Gopher in school hisrory ro win rwo NCAA evenr crowns in rhe 
same narional meer, capruring the floor and pommel individual 
rides. He won the floor exercise wirh a score of 9.525 and the 
pommel horse crown with a score of 9.662, and was rhe only 
comperiror ro caprure rwo evenr crowns. Minnesora's lasr 
individual evenr champion was John Roerhlisberger on rhe 
pommel horse in 1993. Roethlisberger also won rhe all-around 
ririe thar year. 

Alrhough Srrother reached rremendous heighrs ar the narional 
meer, garnering rhree All-America cirarions, he mainrained rhe 
role of rhe consummare ream player. "I really wanred ro help our 
ream make rhe finals," Srrorher said. "Ir was sad ro lose ir by 
abour a renth of a poinr. This is nice, bur ir doesn'r really make 
up for ir. This makes me happy, bur I wish my reammares were 
here on the floor wirh me." 

The 2001 season will be remembered as a breakrhrough year 
for Minnesora's Lone Srar gymnasr, Clay Srrorher. A season where 
exrraordinary individual performances helped lead a rebuilding 
Golden Gopher ream back ro rhe brink of narional prominence. 
In 2000-01 , the Universiry of Minnesora saw oursranding ream 
resulrs in several sporrs, bur ir was Srrother's accomplishmenrs 
rhar were Gold Counrry's mosr significanr individual 
achievemenrs of rhe new millennium. 
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A RECORD BREAKER 

ead baseball coach John Anderson is good at what he 
does. fu a maner of fact, he is the best in the Big Ten 
Conference. Program direcror for rhe University of 
Minnesota baseball team for the past 20 seasons, 
Anderson has won more conference games rhan any 

orher coach in league hisrory, and he is just 34 wins shy of 
becoming rhe all-time winningest coach at Minnesota. 

Currently at 724 career vicrories, Anderson is on rhe verge of 
completing his 20th consecutive winning season, and participating 
in the Big Ten postseason rournament for rhe 17rh time. He has 
made rhe University of Minnesota an icon for Northern school 
baseball programs rhat have difficulty competing wirh Southern 
schools; and as some schools begin ro fold their programs, 
Anderson and Minnesota maintain rheir run for success. 

A two-time Big Ten Coach of rhe Year award-winner, Anderson 
has not had a losing season in his tenure, and only twice has he 
failed to guide his team ro a record at least five games over the .500 
mark. Sixteen times he has led Minnesota ro a first or second place 
finish in the Big Ten, never finishing lower rhan fifth. Anderson 
has led the Golden Gophers ro 11 NCAA postseason appearances, 
including last season's NCAA Midwest Regional, which was held 
at Siebert Field. 

This season, Anderson added ro his already well-padded 
portfolio with career vicroty 700, and Big Ten vicrories 296 and 
300. On March 30, 2001, Anderson surpassed his hero - the 
legendary Dick Siebert for most wins versus a conference 
opponent in Big Ten history with win number 296. He is the only 
coach in rhe league ro reach 300 conference wins, and is currently 
the second winningest NCAA Division I baseball coach age 45 or 
younger. 

Anderson has also won five Big Ten regular season 
championships and six Big Ten Tournament titles ro add ro his 
long resume. His teams have reached the 40+ win plateau in five 
of the last nine seasons, and in 2000, Anderson coached his team 
to the 2,000th vicrory in school hisrory. Minnesota is only the 
14th school in NCAA hisrory ro reach the 2,000 win mark. Much 
of rhat credit goes to Anderson for his success rhroughout his time 
at Minnesota. 

[BY MICHAEL CORRIGAN] 

Anderson has won more conference games than any other coach in Big 

Ten history. He surpassed former Minnesota coach Dick Siebert on 

March 30. 2001 with his 296th Big Ten win. 

200 I GREAT GOPHER SPORTS AUCTION 
A RECORD SUCCESS! 

The Williams Scholarship Fund raised a record 

$124,000 this year, thanks to Co-Chairs Andrea 

and Ken Hjelm. AT&T Wireless was the 

presenting sponsor and hundreds of Golden 

Gopher fans enjoyed wonderful food and had a 

chance to bid on some great items. 
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I FROM THE CORNER OFFICE [BY TOM MOE) 

This is my favorite time of the year! The start of a new 
school year is right around the corner, and our student
athletes, coaches and staff are working harder than ever to 

once again compete against the very best that the Big Ten and 
the nation have to offer. 

Providing an encore to last year, one of the most successful 
seasons in the history of men's athletics at the University of 
Minnesota, will be a difficult task indeed. Highlighted by J 
Robinson's national championship wrestling squad, we 
finished second in the Big Ten men's all-sports standings and 
recorded yet another top-25 finish in the Sears Directors' Cup 
standings, which recognizes the top athletics programs in the 

nanon. 
The football team's season opener at Toledo on Aug. 30 will 

officially kick off our 2001-02 athletics season. The home 
opener at the Metrodome against Louisiana-Lafayette is Sept. 
8. Coach Glen Mason and his staff are busy preparing our 

team for what promises to be a very exciting, and potentially 
history-making, 2001 football season. 

Did you know that we are one of only four teams in the Big 
Ten to play in a bowl game in each of the past two seasons? 
Michigan, Purdut! and Wisconsin are the other three. Think 
about that for just a minute. The list does not include the likes 
of Ohio State, Penn State and Michigan State, among others. 
This season, Glen will attempt to lead our Golden Gophers to 
a third-straight bowl game, a feat that has never before been 
accomplished in the storied history of our program. 

I believe it's going to happen. The offense returns nine 
starters and should be one of the most explosive units in the 
Big Ten. With so many potent weapons, including multi
talented senior receiver Ron Johnson, we will look to put a lot 
of points on the board this season. On the other side of the 
ball, an entirely new coaching staff that came to us equipped 
with impressive credentials will direct our young defense. It 
was fun to watch our defense develop and gain confidence as 
a group throughout spring ball. I think they will surprise a lot 
of folks around the Big Ten this season. With punter Preston 
Gruening, who led the nation last year, and placekicker Dan 
Nystrom leading the way, our special teams should be pretty 
special once again. 

Traveling to a number of events around the state this 
summer, I have been energized by the level of passion our fans 
have for Golden Gopher athletics. It has been a truly 
humbling experience to say the least. I am convinced that we 
all want the same thing and that's for us to be the very best 

overall athletics program in the nation . We need your 
continued support to make that happen. 

It's no secret that football plays a huge role in that process. 
The support for our program and the tide of optimism has 
been growing these past few years and now it's time to really 
get behind Glen and his team like never before. As a means of 
providing such support, former football greats, friends of the 
program and members of the university community have 
recently rallied around Glen and the team through their 
involvement in our new Gold Club. With over 260 volunteer 

members, the Gold Club's m1sswn IS to give our team a 
competitive advantage on the field by helping sell out the 
Metrodome. In the first two months, Gold Club members 
were able to sell over 1,300 new season tickets for this fall. 
The goal is to reach 5,000 new season tickets this season, and 
a total of 10,000 new season tickets by fall 2002! 

For our football team to reach its full potential, it is 
imperative that we fill the seats and have our home field 
become a venue where our opponents are intimidated to play. 
Let's make the Metrodome rock this fall by turning all those 
blue seats into screaming, foot-stomping fans dressed in 
maroon and gold! 

In addition to creating a competitive advantage, filling the 
Dome will also help us to achieve the growth we need 
throughout our entire athletics program. In short, we need to 
maximize our revenues from our football program because our 
entire athletics program benefits from those revenues. 

For those of you who are already season ticket holders, we 
thank you for your continued support. You have played a big 
role in the success of our program. If you are not currently a 
season ticket holder, the time is now to get on board. Believe 
me, you won't be disappointed because there's nothing like the 

game day experience in the Big Ten. 
I look forward to seeing you at the Metrodome on 

September 8th. GO GOPHERS! 

Nott: If you would like to help fill the seats at the Metrodome and become part of the 
Cold Club, plea.re call Tim Kauppi at (61 2) 624-7342. 
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FRoM RAos To REOENT (B Y R ICH B RODERICK ) 

Former Golden Gopher football star Richard "Pinky" McNamara overcame poverty and an unusual nickname on 

his road to the University's Board of Regents. 

hen asked how he acquired his 
nickname, Richard "Pinky" 
McNamara, three-time letterman 
with the Golden Gopher football 
team, successful businessman, 

University benefactor and now brand-new 
University regent, explains that it all began with a 
pair of corduroy pants. 

This was in the depths of the Depression 
when McNamara was growing up as the fourth in 
a family of six boys in a fatherless Irish-Catholic 
home in Hastings. Though his mother worked, 
"things were very hardscrabble," he recalls, and 
the family received government relief. Among the 
articles of clothing distributed to the family was a 
pair of red corduroy pants which became 
McNamara's, then a student at Hastings 
Guardian Angel Grammar School. Over time, the 
dye faded, and he became known as "Pinky
Pants". 

"It was cute - up to a point," he says of the 
nickname. "But by the 8th grade I was hoping 
that maybe I'd get rid of it." 

But his hopes were not to be. From Guardian 
Angel, McNamara moved on to Hastings Public 
High School, where he excelled academically, 
ranking in the top third of his class, as well as 
athletically, though not to the degree of his next 
oldest brother, Bob, one of the most gifted 
athletes ever to emerge from Hastings. To his 
dismay, his nickname followed him, although 
thankfully shortened to "Pinky". 

It was also in high school he began to realize 
that athletic ability might be more than a ticket to 
momentary fame; it could also provide a way out 
of a life of poverty and deprivation. This 
impression was reinforced when several universities, including 
Notre Dame and the University of Minnesota, actively recruited 
his brother, who ultimately decided on the "U". 

After beginning college elsewhere, McNamara transferred to 
the "U" where he not only got to play in the backfield with his 
older brother (Pinky was a halfback, Bob a fullback) but became 
a favorite of Coach Murray Warmath. 

"Pinky was a good player, above average, but he had a funny 
side to him too," recalls Warmath. ·"We'd be on the sideline and 
something would happen on the field and he'd say something or 
make some observation that summed things up better than I ever 
could." 

"Coach had a great laugh," says Bob McNamara ofWarmath. 
"He had a great relationship with Pink because he's so quick
witted." 

But if Bob helped pave the way for his younger brother's 
success in football , he also unwittingly ensured that Richard 
McNamara would henceforth forever be known as "Pinky." 

It happened after a Gopher game when the two McNamaras 
encountered Sid Hartman in the locker room. 
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"I said, 'I'd like you to meet my brother Pinky,' never 
thinking it would stick," says Bob McNamara. But stick, of 
course, it did. 

Even though Bob McNamara was responsible for 
perpetuating his brother's nickname, the pair enjoyed some 
glorious times on the field, like the Iowa game in Pinky's first 
year at the U, in which Pinky not only scored a touchdown, but 
Bob scored on a 98-yard kickoff return - with the help of two 
key blocks from his brother ("' have photos of the blocks," jokes 
Pinky, "so nobody can say it didn't happen!") . 

And it was during his three years as a Gopher football player 
that Pinky developed a speCial feeling for the University - a 
feeling that eventually transfo;med him into one of the school's 
most generous benefactors. 

"In those days, there were no Twins or Vikings in town," he 
says. "The U was it. It was great coming from a small town and 
realizing that you were representing Hastings to the state. Then, 
when you're off playing in, say, Michigan, you realized you were 
representing the University to the rest of the country!" 

Meanwhile, two other University relationships would have a 



"Pinky" McNamara {left) was a letterwinner for the Golden Gophers from 1954 to 1956. 

lasting impact on him. One was with Vivian Hewer, a psychology 
professor and student advisor for freshmen and sophomores; the 
other was Mabel Powers, a former Navy officer, who was 
McNamara's advisor during his junior and senior years, and the 
person who helped him create one of the U's first 
interdepartmental majors. 
"These rwo people helped 
save my academic life," he 
says. 

Bob McNamara says in explaining his 
brother's success as an entrepreneur. "He was 
a smaller guy [McNamara weighed 165 
during his Gopher playing days], so he always 
had to work harder to prove himself on rhe 
field. He also has an uncanny understanding 
of people. He rakes companies and the people 
who work for rhem and makes them all feel 
so good about themselves rhar rhey wanr to 
work even harder." 

McNamara made his firsr donations to his 
alma marer a dozen years ago, giving money 
to support student advising in rhe College of 
Liberal Arrs. Two years ago, he moved into 
the ranks of big-rime givers wirh a $10 
million lead donation to Campaign 
Minnesota, rhe Universir)r's drive to raise $1.3 
billion in private donations by 2003. A rhird 
of his donation went to rhe College of Liberal 
Arrs, a rhird toward consrrucrion of the 
McNamara Alumni Center/U of M Gateway, 
and a rhird toward Arhlerics. 

"If you want to know why I give ro the U, 
ir's simple," he explains, pointing out rhat his 
older brother is a donor roo. "Berween my 
brother and me, rhe U put us on rhe map. 
The chances of our succeeding wirhour a 
Williams Scholarship was zero. We owe a lor 
more rhan eirher of us can realistically repay. 
Whatever I've given so far is nothing more 
than a down payment on rhar debt." 

Afrer graduating m 
1956, McNamara went to 
work in sales for ADM's 
industrial plastics division. 
Ten years later, when his 
division was sold, he set 
out on his own, acquiring a 
struggling Twin Cities
based plastics company 
called Seelye, turning it 
around, then buying up 
other struggling companies 
which he proceeded to put 
back on their feet. Today, 
he's CEO of Activar, a 
holding company that 
owns 16 companies rhar 
range from industrial 
plastics to sheer meral 
fabrication to electronics. 

"I rhink i r goes back to 
his experience in sports," 

McNamara (left). a native of Hastings, Minn .. is pictured with another Hastings native, sophomore tight end Ben 
Utecht. 
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AN INSIDE LOOK (BY MICHAEL CORRIGAN] 

Taking a look at the 200 I Golden Gopher football season w ith senior All -Big Ten w ide receiver Ron Johnson. 

Records are kept and 
preserved each year to help us 
compare the talents of the early 
elitists with the prospective 
powers to come. Minnesota wide 
receiver Ron Johnson is one of 
those prospects nearly turned 
elitist. 

Johnson is in the midst of 
rewriting the school's record 
book, and will likely go down as 
the best wide-out in Golden 
Gopher history. As he prepares for 
his senior year and final season in 
a maroon and gold uniform, 
Johnson claims that records and 
statistics are the furthest thing 
from his mind. 

"Personally, I just want to help 
the team win," Johnson says 
humbly. "I will trade in any one of 
my touchdown catches for a win. 
If we have the chance to go 
undefeated and I don't score 
once, that is fine by me. Records 

are just there so people have Senior Ron johnson is a candidate for the Biletnikaff Award as the nation's top wide receiver. 
something to write about. My main 
focus is just going out there and trying to win games, so we can Just three starters return on the defensive side of the ball in 2001 , 
succeed as a team." but that doesn't mean that there is a lack of ability. Fourteen members 

Success has been bittersweet for Minnesota the last two seasons. collected letters last season, and the freshmen bring superior 
Winning big games over upper echelon opponents such as Penn State athleticism to an explosive defense that could surprise many. 
in 1999 and Ohio State in 2000, the Golden Gophers earned back- "I think our defense will be a lot stronger than most believe they 
to-back bowl trips for the first time since 1985- will," Johnson claims. "One guy I have been talking a 
86, and for just the third time in school history. lot about is Justin Fraley. In a corner, you look for size, 

"The last two years However, their joys of postseason were speed and good hands, all of which Justin has, and I 
transformed to disappointment, afrer losing both have set the expectation think that those tools will help him excel quickly and 

bowl games in the closing minutes of the fourth bar even higher for us. become a very successful defensive back. Other young 
quarter. The 2001 season presents itself as one to I , guys that I think will make an impact this season are t s just not enough to 
amend recent shortcomings and surpass the old Brandon Harston, John Richmond and Ukee Dozier -
marks of those lefr earlier. Never before has get to a bowl game all young players with exceptional talent and good 

Minnesota had a wide receiver post the kind of anymore. We know we athleticism." 
numbers that Johnson has, and never before have can get to a bowl game, "Everyone says that our defense is going to be very 
the Golden Gophers earned three consecutive young, which they will be," Johnson adds, "but you 

we have proven that. h bowl bids. This year has the potential to become ave to remember that Michael Lehan and Jack Brewer 
a record-breaking season for both · Johnson and Our goal, as it should be are two guys that are familiar with playing in the 
the team. every year, is to get to secondary, and Greg White and Astein Osei are 

"It doesn't drive us so much to get to the bowl the best possible bowl regulars up front and in the middle. So we do have 
game," Johnson remarked. "Rather, the last two some veterans that are able to help guide and lead some 

h th game and win." f h 1 d h 1 h years ave set e expectation bar even higher for o t e younger p ayers an e p t em adjust 
us. It's just not enough to get to a bowl game appropriately to the college level. " 
anymore. We know we can get to a bowl game, we have proven that. A deep receiving corps, a pair of talented 
Our goal, as it should be every year, is to get to the best possible bowl quarterbacks and a backfield that combines agility and strength all 
game and win." add up to one of the strongest offensive units the Golden Gophers 

To do that, Minnesota will have to rely on a youthful but talented have had in recent memory. 
defense, and hope that the offense can repeat its mastery of seasons "We have a lot of guys on offense that can do some things and we 
past. bring a lot of veteran players back," Johnson stated. "Tony 
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Henderson is one guy in particular that I think will have a huge impact 
offensively. He is coming back for his fifth season, and he posts one of 
the fastest 40-yard dash times on the team. Keith Matthews, Antoine 
Burns and Tony Patterson are two . younger guys that have great 
catching abilities to compliment the veteran capabilities. We have 
some more younger guys that have shown a lot of promise and 
consistency, and should be able to make an impact this year. So, our 
receiving crew should be as good as last year, if not better, and 
hopefully that wi ll translate into more points. 

"Between Tellis Redmon, Thomas Tapeh, Travis Cole and Asad 
Abdul-Khaliq, we have four great athletes in our backfield that can get 
the job done, no matter what combination is back there," Johnson 
explained. "I think that is a huge asset for us to have that talent and 
experience back there. Whereas other schools are looking for someone 
to step up and fill that void, we are deep and seasoned." 

The offense, along with an accomplished special teams unit, will 
assuredly be the strength for Minnesota in 2001. The critics however, 
much like in 1999 and 2000, have their doubts about the Golden 
Gophers chances for achievement in 2001. 

"[Head] Coach [Glen] Mason talks about it every year," Johnson 
shared. "Perception is greater than fact. T hey aren't going to put 
Minnesota ahead of a Michigan or a Michigan State. We aren't as 
accomplished as some of the other national powers. Each year, the Big 
Ten has been able to put a team or two into the top 10 or even top five 
in the country, bur we have yet to prove ourselves on a consistent basis 
like some of the other conference schools. So, it is something that is 
just going to happen. We are going to be perceived as less of a talent 
than what we actually are, but we can't do anyrhing about that. We just 
have to step up and overcome the stereorypes like we have in the past, 
but we look forward to the challenge of being the underdogs, and leave 
aU of the pressure on the other teams." 

The Golden Gophers kick off the year in Toledo, a top 25 team in 
2000. 

"I think playing our season opener on the road will be a good 
experience for us," Johnson explained. "I think it will be a good morale 
builder. Everyone hopes to start the year at home in front of their own 
fans and play with the advantage; but I think that if we can get a good 
start away from home, we can prove to ourselves and the fans that we 
are ready for the challenges that await us in the upcoming season. 

"Toledo is a good ball dub," Johnson continued. "They have 

Senior linebacker Greg White is one of the top returning defensive players 
that Glen Mason will look to for veteran leadership. 

proven themselves as consistent winners in the past, and I am sure they 
are looking forward to the opportuniry to show off their abilities versus 
a Big Ten opponent. We just have to go down there and show them 
what Big Ten football is all about. Whether or not we are on television 

or ESPN or whatever, we can't worry about that or let it 
bother us. What we have to do is focus on going there, 
playing the game and getting the win. " 

This looks to be a record-setting season for both 
Minnesota and Johnson, but the Golden Gophers need to 
run on aU cylinders in order to make the year a success. 

"The game isn't me against Toledo or me against 
Michigan," Johnson said. "It is us against them, and I can't 
catch a pass or score a touchdown unless Travis or Asad can 
get the ball to me. For them to do that, they need to be 
able to have time to find me when I am open. So, even 
when I reach my personal bests, it aU stems from the team 
being successful as a whole - as one unit - and if we can do 
that on a regular basis, then I think it is going to be a fun 
year." 

Three-year starter Ryan Roth will help anchor the offensive 
fine in 2001 . 
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WILLIAMS FUND (FROM THE WILLIAMS FUND STAFF] 

THE WILLIAMS FUND PROVIDES FINANCIAL SUPPORT FoR 
HUNDREDS OF STUDENT•ATHLETES EACH YEAR 

For more than 50 years, the Williams Scholarship Fund has 
supported the educational needs of thousands of student
athletes at the University of Minnesota. Through the 
generous financial support of those who care about Golden 
Gopher Men's Athletics, the Williams Scholarship Fund 
pays the cost of each scholarship allowed under NCAA 
guidelines. 

The success of our student-athletes, both athletically and 
academically, speaks for itself 
(2000-01 Academic Year): 
*111 Scholar Athletes (cumulative GPA of 3.0 or higher) 
*31 First-Team All-Americans 
*58 Academic All-Big Ten Selections 
*Student-athlete graduation rate is higher than the all
university rate. 

More than 250 student-athletes receive financial assistance 
each year, enabling them to gain a world-class academic 
and athletic experience at the University of Minnesota. 
This support provides Golden Gopher men the tools to 
face today's challenges and tomorrow's opportunities. 

Please review the new benefits chart and make your gift on 
the donation form. 

WILLIAMS SCHOLARSHIP FUND MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

Name (please print) 

Address 

City State Zip 

Day Phone Home Phone 

Enclosed is my gift to the Williams Scholarship Fund in the amount of: 
_ $10,000 Champion's Club _ $600 Captain's Club 
_ $ 4,000 MVP Club _ $300 First-Team Club 
_ $ 1,200 All-American Club _ $ 75 Varsity Club 
_Other$ ____ _______________ _ 

My tax deductible gift will be paid as indicated: 
_ Check payable to the Williams Scholarship Fund 
_Pledge$ __ ($250 minimum pledge) . I prefer to make payments of 

$ _ __ through the year and request quarterly reminders. 
_Charge me VISNMASTERCARD/NOVUS/AMEX card 

--------------- Exp. Date __ / __ _ 
Account Number 

Signature 
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A gift of $75 or 

more will make a 

difference in the 

success of Golden 

Gopher athletics . 

Receive donor 

amemues m 

appreCiation 

of your support! 

MAIL TO: 
Williams Fund 
516 15th Ave SE 
Minneapolis, MN 
55455 

QUESTIONS: 
612-625-1001 



YOUR BENEFITS 
Individuals who contribute annually to Men's Athletics will receive recognition at the 
levels listed below. Contributors will receive all benefits up to and including those 
listed at their giving level. 

Name Plate on Seat 

Invitation to Private Dinner with 

Athletic Director and Head Coaches 

Invitation to a Football Suite with 

Athletic Director and a Head Coach 

•;wen·~e~t•utx·• 
Away-Game Ticket Priority** 

Complimentary Pass to FB and BKB Clubs 

(if have tickets; maximum of 4 passes) 

Plaque Recognition 

u 

Opportunity to Purchase Reserved Parking 

Post-Season Ticket Priority** 

Pre-Auction Private Reception with 

Athletic Director and Head Coaches 

Priority for Ticket Location Assignment* 

Invitations to Donor Receptions 

Media Guides Upon Request 

Special Williams Scholarship Fund Gift 

Gold Country I 0% Discount 

Gopher Athletics Newsletter 

Window Decal 

Membership Card 

Merchandise Sale u 
• Priority level for ticket location assignment does not affect your current seating location. Priority will be used for the improvement process and for assigning 

new season ticket holders based on availability. 
** Ticket allocation will be detennined by the cumulative amount of gifts to the W illiams Fund. 

Dollars counted toward giving levels are those given directly to the Williams Fund. Support of specific sport booster groups, the Alumni Association or the "M" 
Club does not count toward giving levels. 
Gifts received July I to june 30 count toward cumulative giving levels. 
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SCHOLARSHIP ENDOWMENTS 1--------- (BY SUE GRAUPMANN] 

BUTCH NASH ENDOWED 
SCHOLARSHIP FUND 

George "Butch" Nash started his University of Minnesota 
football career as a player under Coach Bernie Bierman on the 1936 
National Championship Team, and from 1937 to 1938. 

He then moved on to coaching high school teams at Anoka and 
then Winona. Mter serving in the Navy during WWII, he returned 
to Minnesota in 1947 to coach the "B" squad team. He was hired 
as varsity ends coach in 19 51 when Wes Fesler was named coach and 
remained there until retirement in 1980. In 1984, Coach Lou Holtz 
brought him back as a volunteer coach and he stayed on through 
Coach John Gutekunst's tenure. Nash's coaching career extends to 
an impressive six decades. 

His players, fellow coaches and former teammates remember 
Nash for many things. Minnesota football fans remember Nash as 
the pre-game motivational speaker who inspired the football teams 
to two impressive wins against Michigan in 1977 and 1986. 

George "Butch" Nash has touched many lives during his time 
with Golden Gopher Football. By establishing an endowed 
scholarship in his name, Gopher athletes and fans will always 
remember his impact on Gopher Football. 

To make your donation to the George "Butch" Nash Endowed 
Scholarship Fund, return the enclosed envelope to the Williams 
Fund with your gift designated to the Nash fund. 

George "Butch " Nash was a coach at the University of 
Minnesota for over six decades. 

GOLDEN GOPHER HOCKEY ASSURED SEATING 
Gopher Hockey fans, now's your chance to get season tickets! A limited number of seats are 

available through the assured seating program. To get these seats, an annual per seat donation 
of $600 or $900 [in addition to the cost of the season ticket) is made to the Williams Fund. 

The public waiting list is over 1 ,600 people long. Get in the building this fall with hockey assured seating! 

For more information, call Mike Bjorkman at [612) 626-8030. 
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GREAT EXPECTATIONS [BY KYLE COUGHLIN) 

The Golden Gopher golf team has high hopes for 200 1-02. It returns four starters after reaching the NCAA 
Championships for the fourth straight year in 200 I. 

he 2001-02 Golden Gopher golf team is poised to 
launch an attack to the top of the Big Ten 
standings. Four of five starters return and five 
letterwinners from last year's NCAA 

Championship qualifying team along with two All
Americans. Head coach John Means, enters his 12th season 
with the only Big Ten team to qualify for four straight 
NCAA Championships. 

The Maroon and Gold will be led by third team All
American Wilhelm Schauman and honorable mention All-

Junior Wilhelm Schauman was named All-Big Ten and All-American after 
a stellar 2000-0 I season. 

American Simon Nash. Schauman led the team with a 
72.19 stroke average and won the PSINet Invitational and 
the Wolverine Invitational, the opening two events of last 
season. His scoring average was the third best in Golden 
Gopher golf history. The All-Big Ten honoree was ranked 
29th in the GoljWeek final national rankings and finished 
31st in the Golfstat Cup standings. 

Nash joined the Gopher squad in January of last season 
and made an immediate impact. In his first tournament in 

Puerto Rico, he tied for lOth. Nash was the only Gopher to 
make the cut at the NCAAs and tied for 13th with a 2-
under-par 286. He was one of four golfers in the 
championships to shoot four rounds of par or better (71-72-
72-71) . 

The top two positions in the lineup are secure and there 
will be a competitive battle for the final three. Four other 
letterwinners return to the Gopher lineup - juniors Joe 
Affrunti, Zach Faulds and David Morgan, and sophomore 
Justin Smith. 

Smith played the most rounds of the four, 
registering a scoring average of74.97 in 12 
tournaments. His best finish was a tie for 
12th at the Windon Memorial, but his 
most impressive tournament was a 4-over
par 220 in the NCAA Central 
Regional, tying him for 20th 
place. 

Affrunti played in nine 
events, carding the fourth
best stroke average on the 
team at 74.69. The Illinois 
native saved his best play for 
his home state, shooting an 
even-par 288 at the Big Ten 
Championships in Urbana. 
Affrunti tied Schauman for 
14th place and joined the 
two All-Americans in the top 
15. 

Morgan played m seven 
tournaments and tied for 
eighth at the PSINet 
Invitational. He averaged 
75.8 strokes on the season 
and was the Gophers top 
finisher at the 
Intercollegiate, tying for 
20th in Chapel Hill, N.C. 

Faulds played in five 
tournaments, twice as an 
individual and recorded a 
stroke average of 75.23. His 
two best finishes were playing as 
an individual, tying for 
ninth at the Dr. Pepper 
Intercollegiate and tying 
for 14th at the 
PSINet Invite. A mid-season addition to the Golden Gophers, 

Simon Nash earned All-America honors after 
placing 13th at the NCAA Championships. 
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WHAT'S HAPPENING (BY THE M EDIA RELATIONS STAFF] 

HERE'S A LOOK AT WHAT'S COMING UP AT HOME IN THE NEXT FEW MONTHS 

SEPTEMBER 
1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 Football 
vs. 8 
Louisiana-Lafayette 

9 10 11 12 13 14 Football 
vs. 1 5 
Baylor 

16 Golf 17 Golf 18 19 20 21 2 
University of University 

2 
Minnesota of Minnesota 
Invitational Invitational 

23/30 24 25 26 27 28 Cross Country 2 Griak 9 
Invitational 
Football vs. Purdue 

OCTOBER 
1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 Basketball 12 1 Midnight 3 
Madness 

14 15 16 17 18 Hockry 19 Hockry 2 vs. vs. BSU 0 
Bemidji State Football 

vs. Michigan Stare 

21 22 23 24 25 Hockry 
vs. 26 Hockry 

vs. 2 7 
28 29 30 31 Colgate Colgate 

NOVEMBER 
1 2 F. bll 3 oot a 

vs. 
Ohio State 

4 5 6 7 Baskttball 8 Hockry 9 Hock<y 1 vs. vs . vs. 0 
Harlem Globetrotters MSU, Mankato MSU, Mankato 
{exhibition} 

11 Basketball 12 13 14 15 Hockry 16 Hockry 1 vs. vs . vs . UMD 7 
Minnesota-Duluth Minnesota-Duluth Baskttball vs. 
(exhibition} Mercer 

18 19 20 Baskttball 21 22 23 Football 2 
VS . vs.Wisconsin 4 
UNC-Asheville Basketball vs. 

Eastern Washington 

Wmtling 25 26 27 28 29 Hockry 30 vs. vs . 
Boise Stare St. Cloud State 

For info on tickets or start times, Call the Gopher Ticket Office at 

SCHEDULE IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE 
612/624-8080 or 1-800-U-GOPHER 
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TOP RUNNERS I [B' ""' Ko"c"] 

The Golden Gopher Cross Country team eyes a fifth straight NCAA Championships berth. 

he 2001 Golden Gopher cross country team is looking to 
continue the upward climb the program has established in 
recent years. Following a school record four consecutive NCM 
appearance, the Gophers are aiming for a fifth straighr berth. 
Head Coach Steve Plasencia, in his sixth season at the helm of 

the Golden Gophers, sees this season as one with promise. 
"It will be a goal for us to make our fifth national meer in a row and 

we also want to improve on where we were last year in the Big Ten (5th 
place) ," Plasencia said. 

Like lasr season, the 200 1 squad, which includes 17 underclassmen, 
will be a young one. Despite the youth and inexperience, Plasencia feels 
this year's team can be stronger than previous years. 

"We definitely have running talent, even though they are young," 
Plasencia said. "The ralent level has increased each year thar I have been 
here. Ir's up to me to do a good job and put a ream out there that reflects 
our ralent." 

Even with all its youth, the team has several veterans to lead the 
charge. Junior Will McComb was the team's rop runner lasr season and 
he will combine with senior Andrew McKessock, junior Neil Hanson 
and junior Luke Mullranin to form the foundation of the ream. 

McComb was the Gophers' most consisrent runner in 2000 and was 
rhe team's rop finisher ar the Griak Invitational, the Big Ten 
Championships, the Midwesr Regionals and the NCM Championship. 
He had a 25:04 time ar the Griak Invirational, setting the ninth-besr time 
ever for an 8K race on a Universiry of Minnesota course. Additionally, his 
time of30:47 at the Midwest Regional tied the ninth-besr time for a lOK 
race on any course. 

McKessock was one of the ream's best runners at the end of the year 
despire having a foor problem thar caused him to eventually miss the 
crack and field season. He now is healthy and looks to continue his solid 
running in 2001. 

Hanson will be anorher key component. He won the 1998 
Minnesota Srate Cross Country meet as a high school senior ar Fairmont 
High School and has been a consistent runner for the Gophers in his firsr 
two seasons. 

Mullranin heads into his junior season afi:er having been a top-seven 
performer for the Gophers last season. Lasr season he claimed the tirle at 
the Lester Park Invirarional with a rime of26:51.4. 

Joining the ream for the 2001 season are several newcomers thar will 
add even more strength to the Gopher squad. Andy Carlson, Erik 
Grurnsrrup, Trent Riter and Ben Hanson will be some of the key fresh 
faces for Coach Plasencia, while red-shirr freshman Josh Do Bell will also 
add depth. 

"We are excited about the new guys we have coming in," Plasencia 
said. "There is definitely some porential with them." 

Carlson, a transfer from the Universiry of Ariwna, was a top-seven 
runner for the Wildcats last season. He will play a big role for the Gopher 
ream this year. 

Grumstrup was a key recruir for the team. He was a three-time srate 
cross country champion in South Dakora. He also finished 19th in the 
Foorlocker Championship, which is the national high school cross 
country championship. Grumpstrup has an excellent future ahead for 
him at Minnesora. Riter broke the Minnesota srate high school record for 
the 800 meters in track and field last spring clocking a 1:49.76 to win 
the state tirle his senior year. He also finished in the top-five in the 
counrry in thar event, being named All-American both indoors and out 
by National Scholastic Sports Foundation and Track & Field News. The 
team will look for him ro transfer his 800 meter running into the longer 
distances of cross country. 

Hanson is another accomplished high school runner who has posted 
a 4:13 mile time. The team looks for him to be more of a midrlle-

Will McComb was Minnesota's most consistent performer a year ago. 

disrance runner. DoBell, a redshirt freshman, is another new face who 
should contribute. As an unattached runner, he placed highly at NCM 
races last year, including a second-place finish at the USATF Minnesora 
Open 5K Championship. 

With the Big Ten Conference looking just as strong as in years past, 
the Gophers know they are facing some tough competition in the league 
race. Perennial powers Wisconsin and Michigan are joined by several Big 
Ten schools that Coach Palencia sees as ranking wirh some of the best in 
the country. 

"There are many Big Ten schools that have a chance of finishing well 
at the end of the season," Plasencia said. "Last year, Ohio State finished 
sixth in our conference but finished 14th overall at the NCAAs. So the 
Big Ten has toughened up in cross country and is going to continue to 
do so." 

Some of the nation's best teams outside of the Big Ten will meet at 
the Roy Griak Invirational on September 29th at Les Bolsrad Golf 
Course. The invitational, which is Minnesota's only hosted race during 
the season, has quickly become one of the country's premier invirationals. 
Many top teams are now annually participating in the event. 

"The Griak Invirational is the best yearly invitational in college cross 
country," Plasencia said. "We get a lot of good teams to come, and with 
the interest in it continuing to rise we hope to get even more schools this 
year." 

Last year's Griak event included numerous Big Ten teams as well as 
Oregon, Auburn, Providence and UCLA. This year's event looks to also 
include rraditional top-10 power William and Mary, along with Air 
Force, Army and Navy. The tough competirion in the Big Ten and ar the 
Griak will help the ream at the end of the season. 

Under the guidance of the skillful Plasencia, the blend of youth and 
experience has the Golden Gophers primed for a school record fifth 
consecutive NCM Championships appearance. 
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••• 
In support of scholarships! 
Help .. Make Your Point .. to fund 
scholarships for our football 
student-athletes by making a 
donation for every point scored 
by our []olden uopher Football T earn. 

For each point scored by the 
uophers during their 2001 eleven 
game season. you can donate 
money for scholarships for our 
football student-athletes. 

Just complete the three steps below to 
.. Make Your Point .. 

1/we pledge: 
0.10¢ o.25¢ o.5o¢ 

0$1.00 D$2.00 D $5.00 D Other$ __ 
For every point sEored by the lJolden lJopher Football 
T earn. (375 points sEored by the lJophers in 200[]) 
We will invoice you at the end of the season. 

Name ________________________________ _ 

Address ______________________________ _ 

[ity --------------- State __ Zip ______ _ 

Oay phone---------

Return to the Williams 5£:holarship Fund in the 
endosed envelope or fax to (Eil2) Ei2Ei-78SQ. 

For more information. call: 
(fil2) fi25-l[][]l 
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I A PICTURE Is WoRTH A THousAND WoRDs 
[ PHOTO BY M ICHAEL C ORRIGAN ] --------' 

MINNESOTA 
2001 Big Ten Tournament 

Champions 
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Friday, February 1 
Minnesota vs. Iowa Wrestlina TarQet Center 

The two wres tling arch rivals meet in downtown Minneapolis with a chance of setting the 
NCAA wrestling dual meet attendance record . Wrestling Goldy bobbleheads wi ll be 
distributed to the firsr I 0,000 fans. 

Fri .-Sat ., February 22-23 
BiQ Ten Indoor Track and Field Championships U of M Fieldhouse I 
Some of the finesr track and field athletes in the nation come to the U of M Fieldhouse for 
the annual conference meet. 

Fri.-Sun., March 1-3 
Harmel Foods Baseball Classic Metrodome 

One of rhe top annual baseball tournaments in rhe nation returns to rhe Metrodome. 
Alabama, Florida Atlantic and Tennessee travel to Minneapolis this season. Baseball Goldy 
bobbleheads will be distributed at the tournament. 

UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA 
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FROM THE CORNER OFFICE [BY TOM MoE) 

The tragic events of September 11th hit each and every one of 
us hard. Our thoughts and prayers go out to all of the victims and 
their families who have had to deal with unspeakable pain and 
suffering from these senseless acts of violence. 

We have all had to deal with the tragedy in our own way and 
then, following the lead of President Bush, find the will to move 
forward with our Lives. Make no mistake about it, we will move 
forward, but we will never, ever forget. 

It's important to note that for the remainder of the 2001-02 
season, the American flag will be on each of our teams' uniforms. 
We also have tried to express our grief and support at various 
home events. For example, the pre-game ceremony prior to our 
football game against Purdue at the Metrodome on September 
29th was an experience that those of us who were fortunate 
enough to be there won't soon forget. Coach Mason and Purdue 
Coach Joe Tiller involved both teams in the ceremony, which 
included the singing of the national anthem by Golden Gopher 
players Dan Nystrom and Ben Utecht. 

I will always remember the standing ovation given to Tom Sr., 
Beverly and Mary Margaret Burnett in honor of their son and 
brother, Tom Burnett Jr. A proud U of M graduate, Tom Jr. , was 
one of the heroes who helped bring down United Flight 93 in 
Pennsylvania. For more information about the Thomas E. 
Burnett Jr. Memorial Fund that was officially announced during 
the ceremony, contact the University of Minnesota Foundation at 
612/624-3333. 

As the healing process continues and we move forward with 
our everyday lives, Golden Gopher (ans have an awful lot to look 
forward to in the days, months and years ahead. As I write this 
letter to you, both Don Lucia's hockey team and J Robinson's 
wrestling team are ranked first in the nation. Led by All-American 
defenseman Jordan Leopold, the hockey team should not only be 
in the hunt all season long for the WCHA title, but will also be a 
force to be reckoned with in the NCAA Tournament. Let me 
remind all of you that the University of Minnesota will play host 
to the already sold-out Frozen Four at the Xcel Energy Center in 
St. Paul April 4 & 6. 

Eight oflast year's record-setting 10 All-Americans return this 
season for our wrestling team, which has its sights set on 
defending its NCAA and Big Ten team titles. If you haven't done 
so already, get your tickets now for the Iowa dual match on 
February 1 at the Target Center. That promises to be something 
special! 

The highly anticipated basketball season is finally underway. 
Based on what I've seen during the first few non-conference 
games, it's perfectly clear that Coach Dan Monson's squad has a 
nice blend of experienced veterans to go along with a talented cast 
of newcomers. I'm convinced that this exciting team is going to 
get better and better as the season goes along. 

Coach Dennis Dale's defending Big Ten champion swimming 
& diving team will once again challenge this season for both the 
conference title and another top-10 NCAA finish. Coach Phil 
Lundin's track & field team, which has won three Big Ten team 
tides since 1998, will host the Big Ten Indoor Track & Field 
Championships at the University of Minnesota Field House Feb. 
23-24. Led by defending NCAA individual event champion Clay 
Strother, Coach Fred Roethlisberger's gymnastics team will host 

the Big Ten Championships at the Sports Pavilion March 22-23. 
The baseball season will once again begin with the annual Pro

Alumni Game on February 4th at the Metrodome. Coach John 
Anderson's defending Big Ten Tournament champions will be 
looking for a fifth consecutive NCAA Tournament appearance. 
Interim Coach Brad James will look to lead our golf team to a 
fifth consecutive NCAA Tournament appearance, while Coach 
David Geatz and his tennis team will be in the hunt for its ninth 
straight NCAA Tournament berth. 

I also want to take a minute to look back and congratulate 
Coach Steve Plasencia and his cross country team for winning the 
NCAA Midwest Regional Championships in November. The 
victory qualified Steve's squad for an unprecedented fifth straight 
NCAA meet appearance, where they finished 25th. Great job 
guys! 

Going to back-to-back bowl games in 1999 and 2000 was a 
tremendous feat for our football program, and all the credit 
should go to Coach Mason, his staff and a talented and hard
working group of student-athletes for making it happen. Keep in 
mind that Michigan, Purdue and Wisconsin were the only other 
Big Ten schools to also go to back-co-back bowl games. While it's 
true that the goal this past season was to play in a third straight 
bowl game (Michigan and Purdue were the only two schools in 
the Big Ten to do it) for the first time in school history, I was 
nonetheless, very impressed with the attitude and work ethic of 
our young team this year. When you consider the number of 
underclassmen that played on both sides of the ball this season, 
the future looks very, very bright as we look ahead to the 2002 
season. 

I want to wish all of you a happy and safe holiday season. God 
Bless America and Go Gophers! 
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SCHOLARSHIP LUNCHEON HONORS ~ I"' """ ""oom,CKI 

Men's Intercollegiate Athletics held the first annual Endowed Scholarship and Donor Appreciation Luncheon 
October 17 at the McNamara Alumni Center/U of M Gateway. 

s Shakespeare observed, the good things we do are "oft 
rimes interred with our bones." In other words, quickly 
and quietly forgorren. 

To make sure that doesn't happen to the 
immeasurable contributions made by donors and 

student/athletes, Men's Intercollegiate Athletics held irs first 
annual Endowed Scholarship and Donor Appreciation 
Luncheon October 17 at the McNamara Alumni Center/U of M 
Gateway. 

Attended by more than 250 donors, student-athletes, 
coaches, University officials and alumni - including former 
Golden Gopher Outland Trophy winner and pro football Hall of 
Farner Bobby Bell - the event was nor only a way of saying 
"thanks" to donors, bur also of bringing them together with the 
student-athletes whose academic and athletic achievements are 
supported by donor contributions. In many cases, those gifts are 
the only thing that makes it possible for student-athletes to 
attend a university and strive for academic success. [See article on 
Gopher football end, Greg White]. 

"We are accountable to donors to show them how their gifts 
are being put to use," Mike Halloran, development director for 
Men's Athletics explained. "In addition, we want to demonstrate 
all the good their gifts are doing. These scholarships are going to 
young men from around the country with needs, aspirations and 

Greg White, Metris Companies Inc. 
Scholarship recipient 

Greg White, the 2001 recipient of the Merris Companies Inc. 
Scholarship, comes from a background that usually spells 
failure, nor academic and athletic success at a Big Ten university. 

Raised on the mean streets of Newark, N.J., White, in his 
third season as a defensive end with the Gopher football ream, 
had parents deeply involved in drugs, and four younger siblings 
- including a brother with Down's Syndrome. He sometimes 
stayed home from school to supervise. In his junior year at 
Malcolm X Shabazz High School, he moved in with a 
sympathetic English reacher who helped keep his life on track. 

The first time Coach Glen Mason mer White, he was 
impressed by the young man's ability to execute a standing 
backflip - while dressed in work boors and an overcoat. That 
amazing athleticism has helped make· him a key defensive player 
and a ferocious pass rusher. 

White, who is enrolled in the intercollege program, a 
designed major with emphasis in rhetoric, educational 
psychology and youth studies, would like a shot at the NFL after 
graduating. Bur like most Golden Gopher scholarship 
recipients, his long-range plans involve helping others the way 
he himself has been helped. In the end, he hopes to go into 
counseling. "I just want to help people," he explained. 
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major challenges. By attending the U and competing for the 
Golden Gophers, these student-athletes develop habits and 
abilities that will serve them for a lifetime." 

In addition to speeches by Bell, and featured benefactor, 
Richard "Pinky" McNamara, as well as video clips of current 
scholarship recipients Jason Kennedy (baseball), and Michael 
Lehan (football), all 50 of this year's endowed scholarship 
recipients were introduced to the audience. 

"There were essentially rwo purposes for this event," Halloran 
said. "The first was to connect donors to student/athletes. The 
other was to say thank you to donors. In that context, we held up 
Pinky McNamara as our featured donor, and in doing so we were 
saying thanks to all the donors to Men's Athletics, because it is 
only through their donations that our program can exist and 
these scholarships be made possible. " 

Feedback about the event has been overwhelmingly positive, 
reports Halloran, who's already thinking of ways to expand next 
year's luncheon. 

"People were really appreciative of the opportunity to be 
there," he says. "You could really see it in eyes of donors and in 
the eyes of the student/athletes. The fact that supporters of 
program got to meet and get to know the athletes whose 
scholarship made their academic career possible was special." 

Greg White meets Metris Companies Inc. President and CEO Ron 
Zebeck at the Metris corporate offices in Minnetonka. 



SCHOLA 
Men's Intercollegiate Athletics would like to thank the following donors for their generous 

support and congratulate the efforts of these outstanding student athletes. 

MAROON 
LEVEL 
ENDOWMENTS 

GOLD 
LEVEL 
ENDOWMENTS 

BRONZE 
LEVEL 
ENDOWMENTS 

Bernie Bierman Scholarship 

Delores Hill Scholarship 

Lou Nanne Scholarship 

Frank & Adeline Pond Scholarship 

Michael Lehan and Dan Nystrom -
Football 

Jimmy Henry and Asad Abdul-K.haliq -
Football 

Jordan Leopold - Hockey 

Pat O'Leary and Erik Wendell -

Hockey 

Murray Warmath Scholarship Jack Brewer and Preston Gruening

Football 

Bob McNamara & Len Shope Scholarship Thomas Haug -Tennis 

Dr. Richard Lindstrom, Avery Ticer - Tennis 

Tom Lowe & Pinky McNamara Scholarship 

Marv Wolfenson and Harsh Mankad - Tennis 

Harvey Ratner Scholarship 

Tom Nelson Scholarship Eric Robertson -Tennis 

Charles G. Cunningham Scholarship 

Donald & Louise Gabbert Scholarship 

Verne Gagne Scholarship 

Calvin Griffith Scholarship 

Paul Giel Scholarship 

Preston & Alice Higgins Scholarship 

Dick Kilty Scholarship 

David A. La Vine Scholarship 

John Mayasich Scholarship 

Metris Companies Inc. Scholarship 

Gerald M . Mitchell Family Scholarship 

Paul Molitor Scholarship 

"Burch" Nash Scholarship 

Jim Nielsen Scholarship 

Lee & Louise Sunder Scholarship 

Clayton Tonnemaker Scholarship 

Stanley G. Wadman Scholarship 

David Weiner Scholarship 

Les Bolstad Scholarship 

Paul Brown Scholarship 

Billy Bye Scholarship 

Jack Chestnut Scholarship 

Ray Christensen Scholarship 

Donald M. Clark Scholarship 

Sheldon Douglas Scholarship 

Joseph Durda Family Scholarship 

Harold & Jean Grossman Scholarship 

Hartzell Scholarship 

Moe Family Scholarship 

Cal Stoll Scholarship 

Sandy Stephens Scholarship 

Janet and Ed Widseth Scholarship 

Dick Siebert Scholarship 

Clark & Margaret Gibb Scholarship 

Rudy Luther Scholarship 

Wolfensen Scholarship 

Frank Wolinski Scholarship 

Dusty Rychart - Basketball 

Darrell Reid - Football 

Leroy Vega - Wrestling 

Jeremy Beaulieu - Baseball 

Nate Broehm - Baseball 

John Pohl - Hockey 

Toby Henkels- Track and Field 

Kevin Burleson - Basketball 

Adam Hauser - Hockey 

Greg White - Football 

Michael Bauer - Basketball 

Scott Welch - Baseball 

Dan Kwapinski - Football 

Mitch Potter- Track and Field 

Ron Johnson - Football 

Derek Burns - Football 

Matt Anderson - Golf 

C. J. Woodrow- Baseball 

Ryan Paulson - Golf 

Nathan Fix - Football Student Manager 

Ben Utecht - Football 

Kerwin Fleming - Basketball 

Michael Melrose - Swimming 

Matt DeMarchi - Hockey 

Marion Barber III - Football 

Antoine Henderson - Football 

Asrein Osei - Football 

JeffTaffe- Hockey 

Phil Archer - Football 

Akeem Akinwale - Football 

Dominique Sims - Football 

Peter Prudden - Football 

Jason Kennedy- Baseball 

Travarus Bennett - Basketball 

David Morgan - Golf 

Justin Conner - Gymnastics 

Owen Elzen - Wrestling 
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EXCITEMENT IN THE AIR 1---------- (BY KYLE COUGHLIN] 

There is an air of excitement surrounding the 2001 -02 version of the Golden Gopher basketball team. 

innesotans rarely admit it, but they look forward to 
winter. And the main reason this year will be the 
continued resurgence of the Golden Gopher 
basketball program under the direction of third-year 
Head Coach Dan Monson. 

Monson's players and philosophies have matured in each of 
his first rwo seasons in Gold Country, leading to an NIT berth 
in 2000-01 and higher expectations for this upcoming season. 

"If you are a competitor, you want to win every game you 
play," said Monson. "Even though we've played shorthanded 
the past rwo years, our goal was to play in the NCAA 
Tournament. We've fallen short, but hopefully we can get over 
that next hump this season. 

"Our players learned last season that ability only goes so far. 
A team's success hinges on effort, leadership and mental 
toughness as much as talent. We feel our talent level is higher 
than it's been, but the question is which players on this year's 
team will step up and provide the intangibles that leaders give 
you." 

Few remember the Gophers were 15-3 at one point last 
season and seemingly a lock for the "Big Dance". But injuries to 
rwo key starters and a bench that was already thin due to 
scholarship limitations ended the NCAA hopes of the Gopher 
faithful. In 2000-01, the Gophers' injured scholarship players 
missed a combined 24 games. 

But, despite the attrition, Monson's gritty bunch proved 
they will be a force in the Big Ten in the future. Welcome to the 
future. 

Seven letterwinners and three starters return along with a 
top 20 ranked recruiting class. 

The returners are led by all-conference candidate Dusty 
Rychart. Rychart should have won the award for the most 
overlooked player in the Big Ten last season. The team's leading 
scorer and rebounder was the only player in the league to finish 
ranked in the top 10 in scoring (lOth- 14.6 ppg), rebounding 
(5th - 8.0 rpg) and field goal percentage (lOth - .504). Yet he 
was not voted onto any of the three All-Big Ten teams after last 
season. The former walk-on and returning rwo-year starter at 
power forward also finished ranked in the top 10 overall in free 
throw percentage (5th - .832), offensive rebounds (3rd - 3.13 
pg) and defensive rebounds (7th - 4.84) . 

"Dusty is the epitome of this program," said Monson. "He 
may not be the most physically-gifted player, or tall enough or 
quick enough all the time, but this game is about productivity 
and Dusty has out-produced a lot of players in this league." 

As much as depth was a problem last season, Monson has 
reloaded the talent sitting below the elevated Williams Arena 
floor. The Gopher bench could go as many as 1 0-deep and, for 
the first time since he arrived in Gold Country, Monson has 
options and lineups to play with. 

The frontcourt will be a definitive strength of this year's 
Gopher squad. Along with Rychart, Michael Bauer, Travarus 
Bennett and Jeff Hagen are returning letterwinners. Incoming 
junior college All-American Jerry Holman and McDonald's 
High School All-American Rick Rickert will add significant 
depth and push for starting spots. Monson also has the luxury 
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Senior Dusty Rychort is on All-Big Ten condidote looking to leod the 
Golden Gophers to the NCAA Tournament. 

of using transfer Steve Esselink at the small forward. 
Bauer is the returning starter at small forward. The 6-8 

sophomore broke his forearm against Purdue on Jan. 17 and 
was lost for the remainder of the season. Before his injury, Bauer 
displayed a versatile all-around game that continued to improve 
as the season progressed. Bauer was third on the team in scoring, 
averaging 11.4 points per game (12.0 in Big Ten games) and 
second on the team in rebounding at 4.8 rebounds per game. 
He also led the team in blocks (30) and three-point shooting 
with a .432 shooting percentage from behind the arc . 

"We need Mike to stay healthy, but we need everyone to stay 
healthy this season," said Monson. "It's still hard for us to 
replace the ability of one of our scholarship players. But, in 
Mike's case, we've had him in our lineup for a little more than 
half a season in rwo years. Because of the kind of player he is, 
there is a noticeable difference in our level of play when he is 
not in the lineup." 

The best defender and most versatile athlete on the team is 
senior Travarus Bennett. The 6-7 senior can guard smaller 
players out on the floor as well as big guys down in the paint. 
After barding through injury to begin the year, Bennett earned 
a starting job the last seven games, and played his best ball in the 
last month of the season. He responded to J.B. Bickerstaff's 
season-ending injury and recorded his first career double
double (16 points, 11 boards) at Northwestern on Feb. 6. He 



tallied a career-high 18 points at 
Michigan on Feb. 17 and made 
significant contributions in the 
NIT with another double
double against Villanova (11 
points, 12 rebounds) in the first 
round and grabbing 12 boards 
against Tulsa. 

"Travarus fills needs," said 
Monson. "He is our most 
versatile player. He can play 
shooting guard or post up down 
low. He can defend out on the 
floor and in the paint. All good 
teams need a player like 
Travarus." 

Walk-on Jeff Hagen was a 
pleasant surprise last season and 
will likely redshirt this season. 

"Jeff made great strides last 
year physically and mentally as a 
player," said Monson. "There is 
no doubt he will be a solid 
contributor to this program for 
years to come." 

SKETBA 
to work on improving his play 
at the point. I've been very 
pleased with Kevin raking on 
more of a leadership role. In 
the offseason, he's worked hard 
on his strength both physically 
and mentally." 

The starting off-guard 
position will be contested 
between Esselink and senior 
Kerwin Fleming. Fleming has 
the ability to put up big 
numbers as evidenced by his 
31-point performance vs. 
Purdue in the Big Ten 
Tournament. His playing time 
increased all season and 
Fleming will see time at both 
guard spots in 2001-02. 

Esselink, a transfer from 
Augustana College, is an 
unknown commodity that will 
be given a hard look in 
preseason workouts at the 2-
spot. Esselink's forte is shooting 
and he is a gifted scorer. Two newcomers will also see 

considerable playing time in the 
paint for the Golden Gophers. 
Jerry Holman is a lanky junior 

Freshman Rick Rickert will bring added excitement to an already 
explosive team. 

"The one thing we do have 
this year is competition at some 

college transfer from Minneapolis Community and Technical 
College who projects to be the frontrunner at the center 
position. He is a pure shot blocker who can run the floor and is 
very athletic for his size. Holman worked hard this offseason to 
add bulk to his 6-10 frame. 

"Jerry gives us an inside presence that we haven't had," said 
Monson. "He is a gifted athlete who is long and has great timing. 
He has the ability to alter shots and should be ready to play 
earlier because of his junior college experience." 

Rick Rickert, a consensus top 20 ranked player out of Duluth 
East High School, can play anywhere from the swing forward to 
the center spot. He can face the basket and shoot the three or 
play on the block with a plethora of low-post moves. Rickert's 
ability is unquestioned, but it will take time for him to get 
adjusted to the major college game. Just how long that takes 
dictates how much playing time he'll get early in the year. 

"Rick is a gifted athlete who will bring us a tremendous 
amount of versatility inside and out," said Monson. "For all 
young players, it's all about the learning curve and being patient. 
The curve depends on the player, some young guys figure things 
our in six games, some take longer. It's not a matter of 'if' with 
Rick, it's a matter of'when' Rick will figure it all our." 

The Gopher backcourt is a mix of exp!'!rience and youth with 
multiple players who can play either position. Junior Kevin 
Burleson has the inside track on the starting point guard 
position. Burleson played in 31 games, starting the last 10. His 
best game was the first round NIT win over Villanova when he 
scored a season-high 21 points. He's a good defender, finishing 
11th in Big Ten games with 1.20 steals per game, and can shoot 
from the outside, connecting on a .383 clip which ranked 14th 
in the Big Ten. 

"I believe Kevin knows the point guard position now," said 
Monson. "He's not being thrown into the spot, bur he's had time 

spots," said Monson. "We'll 
have four guys that can see time at the 2-guard during the year. 
We were very pleased how Kerwin came on at the end of the 
year. Kerwin will also see time at the point, as well. Steve gives 
us a guy who can shoot with some range." 

Two freshmen guards, Moe Hargrow and Aaron Robinson, 
will also look to see playing time this year. Hargrow will compete 
for time at the 2-guard. He is a raw athlete with explosive moves 
to the basket. Robinson was hand-picked by Monson to be the 
Minnesota point guard in the future. He has tremendous 
quickness and is a solid on-the-ball defender. 

"Maurice is another guy who could see time at shooting 
guard. Again, the question with all young players is when will 
their game elevate to the level of competition? It's really exciting 
to have Aaron on the roster because he is our only real true point 
guard. He will give us someone who can come in and accelerate 
the pace of the game with his quickness and defensive pressure." 

The Gophers will again play one of the toughest schedules in 
the nation. The nonconference portion is highlighted by road 
games at Wake Forest, as part of the Big Ten/ ACC Challenge, at 
Georgia and at Texas Tech. The home nonconference schedule 
features a nationally-televised home game against Oregon. The 
Big Ten schedule features home-and-home series with Illinois, 
Michigan, Michigan State, Northwestern, Penn State and 
Wisconsin. The Maroon and Gold meet Indiana (home), Ohio 
State (home), Iowa (away) and Purdue (away) only once during 
the 2002 Big Ten campaign. 

"Our nonconference schedule will be a good test," said 
Monson. "It's more challenging than last year, but it needs to be. 
This team has more ability and we need tough road games early 
to give us a barometer of where we need to be, going into the Big 
Ten season. To be successful in this conference, you need to be 
mentally tough on the road. The next step for this program is to 
win on the road in the Big Ten." 
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I LARRY ZAVADIL ·f-------------
American Business Forms President Larry Zavadil reflects on his days as a Golden Gopher. 

I 
tis only about 140 miles 
from Glenwood, 
Minnesota to the 
University of Minnesota 

Campus in Minneapolis, but 
to Larry Zavadil growing up 
on a farm north of 
Glenwood, it was like 
looking at another world. 

out on the varsity, who 
would then take it out on 
us. In the spring of my 
freshman year, I played 
freshman baseball for Dick 
Siebert and Jerry Kindall. 
Needless to say it was a 
great privilege and honor 
to know the varsity players. 
It also offered me the 
opportunity to meet the 
other freshmen, many of 
them went on to very 
public occupations such as 
Ric Flair, Jim Brunzel and 
Greg Gagne, m 
professional wrestling." 

"My parents, Walter and 
Florence, always listened to 
weco radio, which my kids 
call "Geriatric Radio", so I 
grew up listening to Gopher 
sports," Zavadil said. "I have 
many fond memories of 
listening to Gopher football 
on beautiful Saturday 
afternoons in the fall and 
Gopher basketball in the 
wintertime in the fish house 
with my father playing cards. 
I remember taking trips to 

Larry & Diane Zavadil. Larry is the president of American Business Forms. 

Zavadil met his wife, 
the former Diane Wyffels, 
who was from Marshall, 
Minnesota, through his 
friend Jim Chapman and 

6 

Minnesota Twins baseball games with my father, uncles and 
cousins. Preferably we went to doubleheaders so we could see two 
games for the price of one. Fast food restaurants were not plentiful 
in those days, so we had to pack a lunch. There was no freeway so 
we made the trip on Highway 55 leaving very early in the 
morning, stopping in Kimball, Minnesota to go to church and 
then proceed to Metropolitan Stadium in Bloomington just in 
time for the first pitch. It seems like we left before dawn and 
returned home well after midnight. Driving into Minneapolis to 
attend a game return back to Glenwood all in 6 or 7 hours total 
was unheard of and thought quite idiotic at that time. Although, 
today it is quite common. With urban sprawl, many people have 
chosen the rural or small town way of life over the inconvenience 
of driving 1-3 hours to and from their work place." 

Zavadil dreamt of attending the University of Minnesota and 
participating in athletics. Although he never had the ability of a 
great athlete, he thought the experience of meeting people and 
participating would be everything. 

To the amazement of others, Zavadil took the journey to 
Minneapolis after graduating high school in 1967. Coming from 
a community of 2,500 people and a graduating class of 120, just 
registering at the University was an adventure. It's needless to 
describe the surprise when Zavadil showed up for freshman 
football practice and checked into his room at Territorial Hall to 
find his roommate was senior quarterback, Ray Stephens (the 
brother of Sandy Stephens). It was a mistake. Ray's roommate was 
supposed to be senior flanker Moe Forte. Finally, he ended up with 
Terry Mikan as his freshman year roommate, the son ofNBA great 
George Mikan. 

Zavadil recalls, 'Til never forget my freshman year as a 
"greeny". In the 60's freshman weren't allowed to play so we were 
the scout teams. It was always much easier after a Gopher victory. 
When practice followed a loss, the coaches normally would take it 
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his wife, Lynn. Jim and his 
brother Steve both graduated from Mound High School and were 
Zavadil's baseball teammates at the U. Lynn and Diane graduated 
from and worked at St. Mary's Hospital in the Radiology 
Department. Diane and Larry were married in the fall of his senior 
year. Zavadil received a Bachelor of Arts degree from the College 
of Liberal Arts majoring in journalism and advertising. 

After leaving the University, Zavadil went to work for NCR in 
Minneapolis, but in the spring of 1973 the couple moved back to 
Glenwood. Zavadil wanted to find a way to raise his family in the 
same small town environment that he had experienced. After 
owning and doing a number of different things including Mr. Z 's 
Pizza, Zavadil returned to NCR covering an area of North Dakota 
and two thirds of Minnesota. Zavadil later started American 
Business Forms, Inc. in January of 1981. 

During this time, the Zavadils started their family. Their 
daughter Jessica was born July 4, 1975. She graduated from South 
Texas College of Law in Houston, Texas and is currently practicing 
as a Briefing Attorney for the 14th Court of Appeals in Houston. 
Joshua Walter was born November 21 , 1977. Joshua graduated in 
the spring of 2000 from St. Thomas with a business degree. He is 
selling securities for Fox & Company in Hermosa Beach, Calif. 
On January 15, 1980, Justin was born. Although the whole 
Zavadil family are avid Gopher fans, Justin is the only one to 
attend the U. Justin is currently a senior, majoring in Theater. 

Larry and Diane have been active supporters of University 
Athletics by participating in fund raising activities. They are both 
part of the Bernie Bierman Hall of Fame, the M Club, the 
President's Club, the Williams Fund and the Capital and 
Endowment Campaign. 

"Although I was an average student and a benchwarmer in 
athletics, no one can ever take my degree or my personal 
experiences away," Zavadil said. "Other than my family, the people 

.. ... continued on page 7 



THE WILLIAMS SCHOLARSHIP FUND 

Who We Are-
The Williams Scholarship Fund 
For more than 50 years, the Williams Scholarship Fund has 
supported the educational needs of thousands of student
athletes at the University of Minnesota. Through the generous 
financial support of those who care about Golden Gopher Men's 
Athletics, the Williams Scholarship Fund pays the cost of each 
scholarship allowed under NCAA guidelines. More than 250 
student-athletes receive financial assistance each year, enabling 
them to gain a world-class academic and athletic experience at 
the University of Minnesota. This support provides Golden 
Gopher men the tools to face today's challenges and tomorrow's 
opportunities. In 2000-01, more than $2.8 million was allocated 
in scholarships to 25 5 student-athletes. Of these recipients, 175 
student-athletes received a full scholarship. 

Our Outstanding Results 
The success of our student-athletes in our most recent 
academic year, speaks for itself: 
• 111 Scholar-Athletes (3.0 GPA and above) 
• 58 Student-Athletes honored on the Academic All-Big Ten team 
• 39 First-Team All-Americans 
• Big Ten All-Sports Championship runner-up 
• Big Ten team championships (swimming & diving, wrestling) 
• NCAA wrestling champions 
• Student-athlete graduation rate is higher than the all

University rate 

Our Needs - How You Can Help 
The Department of Men's Intercollegiate Athletics receives no 
operating funds from the University of Minnesota or from the 
state. Instead, the department relies on the generous 
contributions of loyal supporters to fund scholarships and is 
totally self-sustaining through gate receipts, sponsor packages, 

........ Larry Zavadil continued from page 6 

I've met through the University are some of the most precious 
memories that I have. I never thought I would have a baseball 
signed by a Hall of Farner. There were rwo traditions that were a 
part of Dick Siebert's baseball program. The first was if you did 
not win the Big Ten title, you did not receive a color team picture 
that year. In the four years that I anended the University, only 
once (his senior year) did we receive a black and white photo. 

"The second tradition was everyone. signed baseballs at the 
end of the year so that each team member would have a souvenir. 
I would have never thought that as a senior I would receive a ball 
signed by a Hall of Farner using the nickname that we gave to 
him. Dave "The Rave" Winfield was the way Dave signed his 
baseballs that year. I have to believe that it is a collectors item 
because approximately 30 of them existed in 1971. Our 
University has touched all alumni in some way. I think it is very 
important that all alumni try to give back something so future 
generations can continue to have experiences to keep traditions 

television and radio rights and conference and NCAA 
distributions. 

In addition to providing an outstanding experience for deserving 
young men, your contribution to the Williams Scholarship 
Fund will result in certain benefits for you. 

What Your Gift Can Accomplish 
This year, Men's Athletics will allocate $3.1 million in 
scholarships to more than 250 deserving student-athletes. This 
amount may seem so large that you might not think your 
contribution has a real impact. However, when you examine the 
costs associated with providing scholarship assistance, you can 
see that every gift produces real and meaningful results to 
hundreds of student-athletes. 

In-state scholarship expenses 
Semester Year 

Tuition & Fees $2,650 $5,300 
Room $1,700 $3,400 
Board $1,100 $2,200 
Books $200 $400 
Total $5,650 $11 ,300 

Contact Us 
If you would like further information on the Williams Fund, 
call (612) 625-1001 or contact us via e-mail at 
williams.scholarship.fund@umn.edu 

Williams Fund 
250 Bierman Building 
516 - 15th Avenue Southeast 
Minneapolis, MN 55455 
www.gophersports.com 

alive. As human beings we are imperfect and we are living in an 
imperfect world, but we all have an obligation to try to make our 
individual worlds as perfect as they can be. There are a number 
of ways to give to the University or department of your choice. I 
ask all alumni to give to the project of their choice today. 

If you are looking for new ways to support the Williams 
Fund, please contact me at lzavadil@americanbus.com." 
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THE BLUELINERS 1---------------------- (BY KEVIN KURTT] 

Led by a very strong core of defensemen that includes All-American Jordan Leopold , Golden Gopher 
hockey has hopes of reaching the Frozen Four at home in St. Paul. 

ruth lies in the adage "offense 
wins games, bur defense wins 
championships." Ir's the 
mission of rhe 2001-02 

edition of Golden Gopher defense ro 
apply thar adage in hopes of leading 
Minnesota back ro rhe promised land 
of the NCM Frozen Four, hosred this 
year by the U of M at the Xcel Energy 
Center in Sr. Paul, Minn. "It's grear 
having rhe Frozen Four in Sr. Paul," 
senior All-American Jordan Leopold 
said. "I remember the games played at 
rhe Civic Center in 1989 with (Robb) 
Srauber in rhe ners. I think mosr 
Minnesota hockey fans remember rhat 
year and how grear ir was. Ir's a big 
deal ro have i r here." 

To ger rhere, Gold Country's 
blueliners, Nick Angell, Keith Ballard, 
Marr DeMarchi, Jordan Leopold, 
Brerr MacKinnon, Joey Martin, Paul 
Martin, Mark Nenovich and Judd 
Srevens, musr serve in different and 
ever-changing roles in each and every 
contesr. Those roles vary from game
to-game and from player-co-player, 

Senior defensemon jordan Leopold was a Hobey Baker Award finalist and an All-American last year. 
bur each rask has significance for rhe 
ream as a whole. Arguably, one can 
separate those roles into the following: 1) peacemakers, 2) janirors, 3) roughmen and 4) sparkplugs. Ir's rhese parrs rhat the 

Freshman Keith Ballard has been a welcomed addition to the strong 
group of blueliners. 

GOLDEN GOPHER ACTION 

defensemen musr play if Minnesota's Pride on Ice is ro reach irs 
covered goal of winning a national ririe. "Tides don't come 
easy," Leopold said. "Bur I think ir's a real is ric goal this year for 
Minnesota. It's going ro take every single player in rhar locker 
room roger ir." 

Ar some point in rhe season, each player will play rhe role of 
peacemaker. More often than nor, thar task falls ro rhe 
blueliners, rhe lasr line of defense in front of Minnesota's 
goaltenders. They are the calm amidst the srorm. When trouble 
comes, ir's the rask of rhese Golden Gophers ro clear the way 
and creare peace. They are the tranquilizer for rhe over-anxious. 
"I see the defense as the strengrh of this ream," Leopold said. 
"We have an older group of guys and rhe freshmen have really 
adapted quickly ro rhe college game. They fir in very well. I 
think we have a solid core of abour four guys rhar really anchor 
rhe defense for us." 

Their primary peacemaker is Leopold, a ream captain and 
Hobey Baker Award finalist. "He's our rock," sophomore Paul 
Marrin commented. "He's our main guy. You pick up so much 
jusr by warching him. He really sers rhe example for 
defensemen. In a way, I've rried ro parrern my game after his." 

A close cousin ro rhe peacemaker, rhe janitor is also a role 
commonly played by Golden Gopher defensemen. When 
there's a mess in front of rhe ner, ir's usually rhe responsibility of 
rhe blueliners ro ridy ir up. They clean rhe shooting lanes of 



" 

"Titles don't come easy, but I 
think it's a realistic goal this 
year for Minnesota . It 's going 
to take every single player in 
that lockerroom to get it. " 

loose pucks like Stanley 
Sreemer cleans 197 4 
shag carpeting of 
wayward Doritos. "You 
have to have a good 
defense to succeed," 
Martin said. "If you 

-All-American Jordan Leopold don't give up too many 
goals, you won't lose 
too many games. Our 
defense has great 
chemistry. We really 

blend well together. And I think that's a big reason why we've 
been successful so far this season." 

With apologies to the pacifists in the audience, sometimes it's 
necessary for the players on Minnesota's Pride on Ice to serve in 
the role as toughmen. When opposing players venture in front of 
the net, it's the Golden Gopher defensemen who must rough up 
the player and eliminate screens. When the enemy descends into 
the corners, it commonly is the blueliners who are charged with 
checking the player and rubbing him out of the play. It's a 
necessary evil. It's a situation of good cop-bad cop. In the spirit of 
Clint Eastwood's Dirty Harry, sometimes the Minnesota 
defensemen must follow their own unconventional philosophy of 
justice, using excessive force, ruthless methods and "the end 
justifies the means" principle without much regard for the faint of 
heart. It must bring a tear to the eyes of penalty-prone Matt 
DeMarchi. 

Finally, the Maroon and Gold defensive corps must play the 
important role of sparkplug. In a car, sparkplugs transmit electrical 
energy that turns fuel into working energy. In hockey, sparkplugs 
provide the extra jump that a team commonly needs to get into a 

Senior Nick Angell is a veteran leader on the Golden Gopher defense. 

rhythm. Many times, Gold Country's defensemen have been 
asked to fulfill this role. As the company's slogan appropriately 
states for both its product and for Minnesota hockey: 
Champion® Spark Plugs for Proven Performance. 

The different roles that each Golden Gopher defender plays is 
not lost on the players themselves. They realize that every task 
performed on the ice by the blueliners serves a greater purpose. 
"The defense is certainly one of the strengths of this team, but we 
have so many strengths," said freshman Keith Ballard. "We have 

physical defensemen, offensive 
defensemen, great goaltending 
and a whole range of talented 
forwards. " 

The goals are set. T he roles 
are defined. Now the 2001-02 
edition of Minnesota hockey 
ventures on the path to the 
NCAA Frozen Four. It won't be 
an easy task, but the Golden 
Gopher defensive corps is 
leaning on the fact that 
"defense wins championships." 

"The road is long," Leopold 
added. "There's a lot of games 
ahead of us. We just have to 
maintain our focus and keep 
our heads cool throughout the 
season." 

Sophomore Paul Martin has improved his offensive production in his second season. 
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CALENDAR 
I WHAT's HAPPENING (B Y THE MEDI A R ELATIONS STAFF ) 

HERE'S A LOOK AT WHAT'S COMING UP AT HOME IN THE NEXT FEW MONTHS 
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O lympic Team 

Gymnastics 4 vs. Iowa 
Bas,ball hoses Pro-
Alumni Game 

i1 

18 

25 

SCHI:DULE IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE 

DECEMBER 

Baslutball 4 5 Wrtstling 6 7 vs. vs. 
UNC-Wilmington Hofstra 

11 12 Baskttball 13 Gymnastics 14 vs. hosts Alumni 
Maryland-Eastern Mut 
Shore 

18 19 20 21 

25 26 2 7 Hockry 28 hosts 
Mariucci C lassic 

JANUARY 
1 2 3 4 

8 Bask<tball 9 10 Wmtlingvs. 11 vs. Michigan Nebraska 

15 16 17 18 

22 23 24 Hockry 25 vs. Denver 
Tennis vs. Notre 
Dame 

29 Baslutball 3 0 
vs. Penn State 31 

FEBRUARY 
Wmtlingvs. 1 Iowa 
{Target Center) 

5 6 7 Unnis hosts 8 lee Volleys 
Swimming hoses 
Minnesora Challenge 

12 13 14 Hockry vs. 15 Colorado Coil. 
Wrtrtlingvs. WISCOnsin 
Track hosts Snowshoe 

19 20 21 Hockry 22 vs. Wisconsin 

26 Bask<tball 
vs. 27 28 
Northwestern 

For info on tickets or start times, Call the Gopher Ticket Office at 

612/624-8080 or 1-800-U-GOPHER 
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Bask<tball 1 vs. 
Texas-Pan America 

8 

1 5 

Bask<tball 2 vs. Nebraska 2 

Hockry 2 hoses 9 
Mariucci C lassic 

Hockry 
vs. North Dakota 5 
Basketball 
vs. Michigan State 

Track & 1 Fi,/dhoscs 2 
Northwest Open 

Track & 1 Fi,/dhoscs 9 
Minnesota Open 

Hockry 2 vs. Denver 6 
Bask<tball vs. Ohio S t. 
Track & Fi<ld hosts 
Minnesota Invitatio nal 

Basketball 
vs. Indiana 2 

Tennis hosts 
lee Volleys 9 
Swimming hosts 
Minnesota Challeng 

Hockry vs. 1 Colorado 6 
College 
Baskaball vs. WISCOns· m 

Hockry 2 vs. W lSConsin 3 
Track hoses Big Ten 
Championships 
Gymnastics vs. 
Illinois-Chicago 



J UL:it: UICK~UI 
JUDOE DICKSON (BY RICH BRODERICK] 

Former Golden Gopher fullback creates endowed football scholarship in the name of Sandy Stephens. 

fter playing together on the 

National Championship team 

that won the 1961 Rose Bowl, 

teammates Sandy Stephens, the 

Gopher quarterback, and Judge Dickson, 

Gopher fullback, remained close until 

Stephens' untimely death from heart disease 

a few years ago. In fact, Dickson, on the first 

day after retiring from IBM, spoke with his 

friend only two days before Stephens died. 

"He called me and said, 'Now that you 

have retired, we can work on some things 

together," recalls Dickson. "Part of my 

motivation is to work on some of the things 

he asked me to help him with. He was very 

strong on creating opportunities for kids 

who need them- just like we needed them." 

That motivation has led Dickson to 

organize a drive to create an endowed 

football scholarship named after his old 

friend and teammate. "In a sense, it will be 

the personification of the opportunities we 

were offered." 

Dickson's friendship with Stephens was 

forged even before they played side-by-side 

at the University. Both grew up playing 

football on rival teams in western 

Pennsylvania, whose steel mills had been a 

major destination during the black exodus 

out of the south after World War II. 

University supporter judge Dickson established an endowed scholarship for his late-friend Sandy 
Stephens. 

Looking for the best combination of 

athletic programs and academic achievement, 

both Stephens and Dickson set their sights on 

the Big Ten. Murray Warmath's decision to 

break the color barrier, and to recruit talented 

running backs to complement Minnesota's 

strength along the line, helped convince 

Dickson and Stephens to cast their fortunes 

with the "U". 

After college, Dickson earned a law degree 

at the University, and Stephens went on to play 

"Part of my motivation is to 
work on some of the things 
(Stephens) asked me to help 
him with. He was very strong 
on creating opportunities for 
kids who need them - just 
like we needed them." 

------------------------
pro ball. Although drafted by the New Ymk Titans (predecessors 

to the Jets) and the Cleveland Browns, Stephens decided to play 

with Montreal in the Canadian Football League, convinced that 

blacks were systematically denied leadership roles in the National 

Football League. But, though both Dickson and Stephens pursued 

different paths, they never forgot how far they'd come - or the 

critical role the University played in opening the doors of 

academic and athletic opportunity. 

"Coach Warmath went out and broke the color barrier," says 

Dickson. "We both grew up in a time and place where we saw that 

people like us were not given an opportunity 

because of race. Minnesota gave us the 

chance to come to a school where the last 

place football team went to first place, to the 

zenith of college sports. Sandy felt very 

strongly that we should always remember 

that, and to make it a living thing." 
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ATHLETIC FACILITIES UPDATE f------------- (B Y S COTT JOHNSON] 

The Men's Athletics department looks toward the future with several facility upgrades. 

n eternal struggle facing any athletic program is the 
upkeep of its facilities. State-of-the-art facilities is a 
crucial component in the recruiting of athletes and the 
general success of the various programs. The University 
of Minnesota is no different from other major Division 

I schools, in the matter of faci lity upkeep. 
It seems that no one is ever content with the area in which they 

have and always want more. The phrase, "The grass is always 
greener on the other side," often comes to mind when dealing with 
major athletics and people's requests. 

This fall, the 7.2 million dollar renovation to the Bierman 
Athletic Building was completed, which houses one of the top
notch academic environments in the nation for student-athletes. 
The academic and learning center contains cutting-edge 
equipment, two computer labs, 10 tutor rooms and classrooms, a 
media room, library, resource room and an administrative suite 
holding the Academic Counseling and Student Services staff. The 
only item remaining in the equation is furniture in portions of the 
academic counseling wing, which will be filled with generous 
donations from University contributors very soon. 

The major project currently under construction is the Ridder 
Hockey Arena and the University tennis facility, adjacent to 
Mariucci Arena. With the favorable weather this fall, the project is 
on schedule and currently under budget. The 20 million dollar 
undertaking will house a regulation sized hockey rink, jointly used 
by men's and women's athletics, along with 10 indoor and 12 
outdoor tennis courts, also used by both departments. The project 
is scheduled to be completed in the September of 2002. 

To finance the project, 10 million came from the state 
legislature, while a million dollars was donated by the Baseline 
Club, the booster club for the Golden Gopher tennis teams, and 
$750,000 by Bob and Kathleen Ridder towards the hockey arena. 
Head Women's Track and Field Coach Gary Wilson also organized 
a group called "Wilson's Way. " 

The 15-20 member group, mostly consisting of coaches and 
athletic faculty members, donated nearly $50,000. Each person 
will donate $2,500 over the next five years. 

On the horizon, plans for a new baseball complex and 
resurfacing of the Bierman Track are in the works. 

This past fall, the temporary stands at Siebert Field that had 
been in place since 1982 were deemed unsafe by new state law and 
were taken down. The cost of bringing the existing stands up to 
code would have been more than the cost of purchasing new ones. 
For this spring, discussions of either renting or purchasing proper 
stands are still under debate. Head Baseball Coach John Anderson 
would like a facility that would hold an attendance in excess of 
3,000 people. Preliminary plans of whether to redesign the existing 
Siebert Field or move it to a new location, likely the area across 
from Mariucci Arena on Oak Street and 5th Avenue, one still 
under discussion. 

Both ideas are currently in the pre-design stage. Every proposed 
facility undertaking first enters this stage. Following the approval 
from the University administration, the project then is approved 
for fund raising. A recently new implemented rule passed by the 
University states that 80 percent of the funding needs to be in place 
before a project enters its final stage of design and construction. 
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million new hockey and tennis facility is currently on schedule 
and under budget. 

Facility Director Scott Ellison would like to have the pre-design 
of both ideas to Men's Athletics Director Tom Moe and Vice 
President and Chief of Staff Tanya Moten Brown by the end of 
December. 

Six years ago, the University received an estimate for the cost of 
resurfacing the Bierman Track. No action was taken at that time 
and the need has heightened greatly. A representative from 
Southwest Recreational, a company based out ofTexas and Kansas 
City that specializes in track resurfacing, will be consulted in the 
near future to give a new estimate. 

A constant need as well is the upkeep of the roofs on the various 
buildings. The roofs on the Sporrs Pavillion, Williams Arena and 
the office space over the Gibson/Nagurski Football complex all 
need to be redone. 

"It's difficult to get funding and donations for roofs," Ellison 
said. "People are much more likely to help with something more 
tangible like the football practice area or a new baseball field, 
because they can more easily see their efforts in place." 

In 1998, the basketball floor in the Sports Pavillion needed to be 
redone after the roof leaked, causing a back-up in the drainage 
system. New roofs are also critical in keeping the cost of cooling 
and heating the facilities as low as possible. This past year the cost 
of utilities went up 18 percent. Ellison expects another 18 percent 
raise from the University this year as well. 

"The ideal thing would be if someone would establish an 
endowment fund to help with the costs of the year upkeep of 
Williams and Mariucci," Ellison said. 

Another item needing attention is the University Fieldhouse 
that houses the the Gophers' indoor track and this year's Big Ten 
Indoor Championships, Feb. 23-24. The facility is also utilized by 
Recreation Sports Services for intramural events, along with 
classes. The exterior desperately needs to be resided, from it's 
present asbestos based siding to an improved surface. The debate 
between the Recreation Staff and the University is whether to use 
contemporary siding or brick. 

Appropriate, attractive and effective facilities are an integral part 
of major athletics. It is only through the generous donations of 
Golden Gopher supporters can this take place. 



• 

ENCORE SEASON [BY KEVIN KURTT] 

The Golden Gopher Wrestling team eyes a second straight NCAA Championship in 200 1-02. 

ow does a team follow up a year that met and exceeded 
all expectations? It remains to be seen, but the Minnesota 
wrestling program now stands in position to dominate 
college wrestling for some time to come. The proof for 
this contention? Minnesota returns eight of its 10 All

Americans from the 2000-01 national championship squad, a clear 
distinction of the returning power. In addition, the Golden Gophers 
boast yet another stellar recruiting class that will ensure that 
Minnesota will remain as a force to be reckoned with on the 
national stage for a considerable period of time. And the projected 
starting lineup features few question marks as the Golden Gophers 
enter the 2001-02 season. 

"We certainly are as strong this season from top to bottom in all 
weight classes as we have ever been during my time here at 
Minnesota," Head Coach J Robinson said. "I couldn't be happier 
with the development of our freshmen, the performance of our 
veterans and the work put forth by the entire wrestling staff over the 
past few years." 

Minnesota's returning All-Americans include seniors Leroy Vega 
(125), Chad Erikson (141) and Owen Elzen (197), juniors Jared 
Lawrence (149) and Luke Becker (157), and sophomores Jacob 
Volkmann (174), Damion Hahn (184) and Garrett Lowney 
(HWT). The Golden Gophers look to use Ryan Lewis at 133 
pounds and either John Hardy, Mitch Marr, Josh McLay or Nate 
Baker at 165 pounds. 

"Obviously, we're in good hands with eight All-Americans 
returning this year," Robinson said. ''I've said many times before 
that the necessary ingredient to challenging in the conference and 
nation is having All-Americans return. Now we have the challenge 
in front of us of maintaining this high level of excellence in order to 
repeat as Big Ten and NCAA champs." 

Senior Leroy Vega. a three-time All-American. will challenge for the 
national title at 125 pounds. 

"We lose two All-Americans at 133 and 165 pounds to 
graduation, but we have first-year starters coming in that are fully 
capable of stepping up and not missing a beat," Robinson said. "We 
look for the entire lineup to be as strong, if not stronger, than the 
group we used last year." 

"We want 10 finalists this year," Head Assistant Coach Marty 
Morgan said. "We're raising the bar. " 

To raise the bar, the Golden Gophers must first get through yet 
another tough dual meet schedule. Eight of the 15 teams scheduled 

to face the U of M in dual meets are ranked in 
Amateur Wrestling News' preseason top 20. 

Undoubtedly the highlight of the 2001-02 
schedule, archrivals Minnesota and Iowa face off at 
Minneapolis' Target Center for conference bragging 
rights in a rematch of the Golden Gophers' two 
nailbiting triumphs over the Hawkeyes in 2000-01. 
The border battle also exists as an attempt by 
Minnesota to break the NCAA wrestling dual meet 
attendance record of 15,291, set on Feb. 22, 1992, 
when Iowa defeated Iowa State 29-8 at Carver
Hawkeye Arena in Iowa City, Iowa. The Hawkeyes 
return just two All-Americans in Mike Zadick (149) 
and Ben Shirk (165), but, as always, Iowa boasts a 
top recruiting class which should help in their 
reloading for 2001-02. 

With the program's first national title in the 
books, the focus turns to the expectations for the 
2001-02 campaign. And, according to the 
Minnesota coaching staff, the follow-up season to 
the 2001 crown looks to be another monumental 
year for the Maroon and Gold. 

Garrett Lowney was the 200 I Big Ten heavyweight 
champion. 
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FROM THE CORNER OFFICE 
Director of Men's Athletics Tom Moe discusses Minnesota's success during the winter sports 
season and the upcoming merger with Women's Athletics. 

PURELY ACADEMIC 
Academic Counseling and Student Services dedicates the McNamara Academic Center. 

RESCUE MISSION 
There is grea t hope that Minnesota's men' s gymnastics and men's and women's golf p r o gram s will 
survive at the " U " . 

DREAMS DO COME TRUE 
The Golden Gopher hockey team won its forst NCAA hockey title since 

GOLDY'S ROUND UP 
An old fashioned country hoedown is set for June 5 at Richard "Dick" Ames' farm. 

FROM THE HEART 
Minnesota's grapplers stopped a fe w hearts en route to their second consecutive national title. 

HERE COMES THE ARMY 
Football was a lot tougher game back when Lloyd "Army" Johnson played. 

WINTER SPORTS WRAPUP 
Minnesota w ins Big Ten Swimming & Diving title; Strother wins two national titles ; Basketba ll reach
e s NIT. 

Golden Gopher Action is brought to you by: 

Department Mission and 
Philosophy Statement 

Men's Athletics is committed to being a 
source of uncompromising pride to the 

university, and to providing its 
student-athletes and supporters with 

meaningful educational and communi
ty-building experiences through com
petitive success, consistent academic 

achievement, appropriate social 
conduct and extraordinary 

departmental service. 

The University of Minnesota is committed 
to the policy that all persons shalt have 

equal access to its programs, facilities, and 
employment without regard to race, color, 
creed, religion, national origin, sex, age, 

marital status, disability, public-assistance 
status, veteran status, or sexual orientation. 



FROM THE CORNER OFFICE 

M 
ake no mistake about it, I am proud to be 
a Golden Gopher. As a native Minnesotan, 
a former student-athlete at the University 
of Minnesota. a member of this business 
community for nearly 40 years, and in the 
past two-plus years in my role as the 
interim and then full-time director of 

Men's Athletics, I continue to be absolutely amazed 
and energized by the level of passion our fans have 
for the "U" and Golden Gopher athletics. 

That passion and energy took center stage in 
front of a national TV audience and record sellout 
crowds at the recent Frozen Four in St. Paul. What 
a feeling it was when Grant Potulny scored the 
winning goal to propel Coach Don Lucia's squad to 
the program's first national championship since 
1979 with a thrilling 4-3 overtime win over Maine. 
My ears are still ringing! Attendance for the game 
was listed as an NCAA Tournament single-game 
record of 19,324. I guarantee you that in 20 years 
there will be at least 100,000 people who will vow 
that they were in the Xcel Energy Center that night 
for what will undoubtedly go down as one of the 
most memorable games in any sport in Golden 
Gopher history. 

Two weeks prior to capturing the NCAA hockey 
title, I was equally proud to be in Albany, N.Y. when 
Coach] Robinson's wrestling team won its second 
straight NCAA team title in convincing fashion. It 
goes without saying that the 1,000 or so Minnesota 
fans made twice as much noise throughout the 
competition as all the other schools' fans com
bined. The national title came on the heels of the 
program's second consecutive Big Ten champi
onship. It marked the third conference champi
onship in the past four seasons for the "U". During 
the dual meet season, an NCAA regular season 
dual meet record 15,646 fans jammed into Target 
Center to see our Golden Gophers take on Iowa. 
The atmosphere in the arena that night was noth
ing short of electric as ]'s wrestlers once again dis
played their superiority over the Hawkeyes with a 
22-15 victory. 

Keeping with the back-to-hack championship 
theme, Coach Dennis Dale's swimming & diving 
team won its second straight Big Ten team crown in 
early March by 75 points over the once-dominant 
Michigan Wolverines. Dennis has now led the pro
gram to five Big Ten team titles since 1996, and to no 
lower than second-place in the conference over. the 
past 13 seasons. After winning its most recent Big 
Ten championship, our swimmers and divers went 
on to place eighth at the NCAA Championships, the 
program's third straight top-10 finish. 

Following the national hockey title, the 
University of Minnesota had moved into third
place in the Sears' Directors' Cup Championship 
standings. The annual competition recognizes the 
top intercollegiate athletics programs in the coun
try, and serves as a true measuring stick for strong 
broad-based athletics programs. We have placed in 
the nation's top 25 in seven of the past eight years, 
with a 14th-place finish in 1993-94 serving as the 

high-water mark. That's a real tribute to the deter
mination and commitment of so many fine former 
and current men's and women's student-athletes, 
coaches and staff here at the "U". 

I wholeheartedly endorse and support the 
merger of the men's and women's athletics depart
ments that was announced by President Mark 
Yudof and Vice President/Chief of Staff Tonya 
Moten Brown on April 11. In fact, with all due 
respect, I think it was long overdue. I had advocat
ed for such a merger for much of the two and a half 
year period that I have been in this job. With the 
merger, I will be stepping down from my role as 
men's athletics director in June. I think the merger 
will prove to be one of the very best decisions ever 
made for the long-term financial health and con
tinued success of our intercollegiate athletics pro
grams and its women's and men's student-athletes. 

I had a difficult time, however, regarding the pro
posal to eliminate the three sports (men's and 
women's golf, men's gymnastics). In my opinion, 
dropping programs should be the very last resort. I 
commend our administration for revising the recom
mendation. The timing of the announcement would 
have left our student-athletes in those sports with 
very few options. It was truly amazing to see the out
pouring of support to help save these programs and I 
honestly think that was another factor in President 
Yudofs decision to allow at least one more season of 
competition. We now have a very clear financial goal 
and timeline to work with. I am busy working with a 
number of community members and we will finalize 
a plan of attack very soon. I am confident that we will 
get the job done. 

Rest assured, the financial challenges that face 
this department both now and in the future are 
very real. How can you help? If you are not a mem
ber of our Williams Fund, I would like to ask you to 
seriously consider making a donation. Our ulti
mate goal is to eventually endow each and every 
one of our athletics scholarships for all of our 
men's and women's teams. 

If you are not a football season ticket holder, I 
urge you to join us this fall at the Metrodome. With 
trips to bowl games in two of the past three sea
sons, Coach Glen Mason has done an absolutely 
tremendous job with our program. With seven 
home games on the 2002 schedule, I truly think 
that we can be one of the surprise teams in the Big 
Ten this season. There really is nothing quite like a 
football Saturday in the Big Ten! 

I have said from day one when I accepted the 
challenge to become the athletics director here at 
the "U" that building an on-campus football stadi
um at some point in the near future is an absolute 
must. It is yet another big piece to the puzzle that 
we need to fill if we are expected to compete in the 
Big Ten Conference and at the same time have the 
ability to generate the necessary revenues to meet 
our future financial challenges. 

So I ask each and every one of you to do what
ever you can to help build a Golden future for our 
women's and men's student-athletes. This will be 

BYTOM MOE 

MINNESOTA ADVANCES 
TO THIRD PLACE IN 

SEARS CUP STANDINGS 
With its recent national titles in wrestling and 
men's hockey, Minnesota has moved into third 
place in the NCAA Division I Sears Directors' 
Cup standings. The Sears Cup measures 
schools' success in up to 20 sports, 10 men and 
10 for women. A national champion receives 
100 points. 

Minnesota, with 659.5 points, trails Stanford 
(1,125) and North Carolina (715) and is one 
spot ahead of Big Ten rival Michigan (609) in 
the standings following the fall and winter 
sports seasons. 

Minnesota took third in women's hockey, sev
enth in both men's and women's gymnastics 
and eighth in men's swimming and diving dur
ing the winter. 

Minnesota's top finish was 14th in 1993-94. 

my last opportunity as athletics director to address 
each of you in this column. It has truly been an 
enjoyable experience. I was thrilled to be able to 
give back in some way to the U of M and the ath
letics department for giving me such a wonderful 
opportunity to get a great education, play big-time 
college sports and get my feet on the ground. 

I can't even begin to thank all of you enough for 
your support. I'm convinced that we will soon hire 
an outstanding athletics director that will lead our 
combined department towards a bright future. 
Please show our new director the same type of 
support and commitment that I have seen from 
each of you. I will and I know you will. 

Thanks again and ~ 
Go Gophers! _..-- ;{J;, 4---



PURELY ACADEMIC 

A 
s a poor kid from Hastings, Richard "Pinky" 
McNamara got a big thrill out of being able 
to represent his hometown as a Gopherfoot
ball player, an experience made possible by 
a Williams Scholarship. 

But while he will always appredate the 
chance scholarships gave both hi m and his 

older brother, Bob, to attend college and play for the 
Gophers, he credits a pair of academic counselors for 
helping him to obtain his degree and go on to a 
highly successful business ca reer. 

According to McNamara, the counselors- Vivian 
Hewer, a freshman-sophomore adviser, and a senior 
adviser named Mabel Powers- "saved my academic 
life," taking him under their wing and guiding him 
through the coursework he would need to graduate 
in 1956 with one of the first interdepa rtmental 
major degrees ever awarded by the University. 

In gratitude for the help he received, McNamara, 
the CEO of Bloomington-based Activar Inc., recently 
directed a portion of his $10 million Campaign 
Minnesota donation to provide computers and other 
equipment to Academic Counseling and Student 
Services' (ACSS) refurbished and enlarged home. On 
March 27, ACSS hosted a dedication of the newly 
renamed McNamara Academic Center in honor of 
his gift, a reception that gave visitors a chance to 
tour the state-of-the-art facility. 

"My experience with my own counselors made 
me understand that counseling and advising play a 
vital role here," McNamara said, who was unable to 
attend the reception and was represented at the 
event by his brother, Bob McNamara. 

ACSS is one of the largest, and now the most 
sophisticated, academic counseling and support 
services departments in the Big Ten- indeed, in the 
country. Its growth over the past two decades is, 
according to the ACSS Director, Carol Gruber, a sign 

of just how much emphasis the University places 
upon the academic performance (and long-term 
career success) of the 730 student-athletes at the 
University. 

"ACSS is made up of several interrelated sec
tions," she said. "Our academic counselors oversee 
academic plans for individual students enrolled in 
60 different majors across the University and over
see academic progress. But there is also academic 
enhancement, which is provided by our Learning 
Specialists who work one-on-one with student-ath
letes we identify as having need of assistance 
beyond academic advising. The services we provide 
these students might involve improvement in read
ing or writing skills, or math - anything that they 
need to help them succeed as college students." 

The role ACSS plays in the lives of 
University student-athletes begins dur
ing the recruitment process. In meetings 
with prospective students and their par
ents, counselors present a complete pic
ture of university life and the road to 
academic success. 

"Our responsibility goes way beyond 
'eligibility issues' to helping student
athletes figure out 'Who I am in this 
world? What am I doing at the 
University? What do I want to accom
plish while I'm here?,"' Gruber said. 

Pinky's brother, Bob (left) and fellow Hastings, Minn. native and cur
rent Golden Gopher tight end Ben Utecht, speak at the dedication of 
the McNamara Academic Center. 

ACSS was founded in 1983. A couple 
of years later, it received a boost with a 
bequest from the late Joseph Durda, head 
of Twin Cities-based Aeration Industries, 
who made a major donation to help buy 
computer equipment for the department 
Though Durda himself was not a 
University graduate, his brother, Chester 
Durda- who went on to become a promi
nent Minnesota jurist - was the first 
redpient of a Williams Fund Scholarship. 
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"When my father saw the things that helped his 
brother get a scholarship and then make it through 
school, it inspired him to help other kids like 
Chester," explai ns Dan Durda. "He saw the Williams 
Fund in general, and the learning center in particu
lar. as a way of helping student-ath letes from less
advantaged backgrounds." 

From those beginnings, ACSS has grown into a 
comprehensive operation with 17 staff members. 
The gleami ng 11,000-square foot McNamara 
Academic Center features, among other things: 

• Stations for up to 70 computers - available for 
use by all of the University's student-athletes. 

• Study space to accommodate as many as 150 
student-athletes at any one time 

• Five individual and small group study/tutorial 
rooms 

• A high-tech classroom with PowerPoint presen
tation capabilities and seating fo r more than 
100 with each seat equipped with laptop outlets 

• A Career Resource Room with computerized 
access to information and services 

• A Career and Life Skills Resource Library 

• Professional Development Services 

"The new center is just a sound concept," 
McNamara said in explaining his donation. "It ties 
together men's and women's progra ms in a way that 
I thi nk deserves support. And I know from my own 
experience that student-athletes - both men and 
women- have tight schedules and need help if they 
are to get the most out of their University educa
tion." 



RESCU E MISSION 
There is great hope that Minnesota's men 's gymnastics and men 's and women's golf programs will survive at the " U ". 

I 
t's a bittersweet time at the University of 
Minnesota. In a matter of a few short 
weeks, the Golden Gophers felt the highest 
of highs and the lowest of lows. At the 
peak, the feeli ng doesn't get any better. 
But even in those valleys, the cloud s have 
a silver lining. 

Like all rollercoaster rides, the action start
ed at the top of the hill with the Golden Gopher 
wrestling team wi nning its second co nsecutive 
NCAA team title. The Maroon and Gold also 
crowned two individual national champions 
(Jared Lawrence and Luke Becker) at the same 
NCAA meet for the first time in school history. 
The feelings expressed by the Minnesota con
tingent at the Pepsi Arena in Albany, N.Y., were 
those of jubilation. 

"Any time you can win a national champi
onship, everyone's elated ," Head Coach ] 
Robinson said. "We set out and wanted to do 
this twice, and we did it." 

Two weeks later, the ride found another 
peak that delighted thousands of Gold Country 
devotees to the nth degree. The men's hockey 
team broke its 23-year NCAA title drought, win 
ning the national championship with a 4-3 
overtime win over Maine in front of more than 
19,000 raucous Minnesota fans at St. Pa ul's Xcel 
Energy Center. Add to that the fact that senior 
two-time All-American defense man Jordan 
Leopold became the school's fourth recipient of 
the Hobey Baker Award, and one couldn't write 
a better story fo r the fans of the Maroon and 
Gold. 

"The whole state has a huge smile on its 
face, " sophomore forward Troy Riddle said. 
"Every hockey association, every little ki d who 
plays, they're all excited about this. It almost 
makes you want to start crying." 

That very same weekend, the bitte rsweet 
came into play. Com peting at th e NCAA Men's 
Gymnastics Championships in Norman, Okla., 
Minnesota learned of the Uni versity's plan to 
cut three sports- men's gymnastics, and men's 
and women's golf- in the face of the signifi cant 
budget crisis that faces intercollegiate athletics. 
That was the bitter. But the Golden Gopher 
gymnasts somehow put that asi de an d produced 
the sweet. For the second consecutive year, jun
ior Clay Strother captured individual N~AA 
titles on the floor exercise and pommel horse. 
In addition, he finished in the top six on the par
allel bars, vault and all-around to become an 
eight-time All-American. 

After that weekend, however, the roller
coaster found a rather deep valley. On Thursday, 
April 11, University President Mark Yudof 
announced the elimination of the three sports 
and the plan to merge the Men's and Women's 
Athletics Departments. The merger was largely 
welcomed with open arms. 

''I've heard loud and clear from all the men's 

and women's coaches that we'd prefer to be 
merged," Head Baseball Coach John Anderson 
said. "More importantly, I think it will help ou r 
morale, I think it will help the culture, and I 
think it will give us an opportunity to get on the 
sa me page and work more closely so we can 
solve some of these issues." 

The issue that many would love to solve fi rst 
is the saving of the sports that involve still 
rings, birdies, parallel bars and pitching 
wedges. There still exists a chance for the 
ro llercoaster to take a U-turn an d head back up 
to the top of the hill. President Yudof has left 
the door open fo r the programs, saying, "Maybe 
this is like [Major League Baseball's] contrac
tion and will focus people's attention. We need 
actual financial commitments." 

Regent David Metzen, a onetime Minnesota 
hockey player, spoke out at the recent Board of 
Regents' meeting. leading a charge to save the 
sports and urging supporters to try to raise $2 
million in the next two weeks. They are on "life 
support" right now, he said , "we might save 
them." 

The advocates of saving those programs 
have already pledged to do all in their power to 
rescue golf and men's gymnastics at the 
University of Minnesota . Head Men's 
Gymnastics Coach Fred Roethlisberger said he 
will "go to the wall" to attempt to get one more 
year for his program. 

Bobby Hill. the parent of a former gymnast, 
added, "We have to do everything we can to 
ensure nothing is cut." 

All is not lost at the University of Minnesota. 
The Golden Gophers are national champions in 
wrestling and hockey. They are ranked in the 
top three of the Sears Director's Cup standings. 

The merger will create an effective and efficient 
athletics department that will guide the Maroon 
and Gold to bigger and better things. The best is 
still yet to come for the Golden Gophers. 

True, it seems to be a gloomy time in Gold 
Country. But the rescue operation is in progress 
for men's gymnastics, and men's and women's 
golf at the University of Minnesota. And it 
needs all the help it can get in hopes of saving 
the programs that introduced us to John 
Roethlisbeger, Tom Lehman and Karen Weiss. 

"It's not over," interim men's golf coach Brad 
James said. "We 're going to fight until the end. I 
think there 's a lot of support. I've gotten a lot of 
calls." 

Already, the rescue mission has seen a sig
nificant victory. The teams will be permitted to 
compete in 2002-03 to allow supporters to 
acquire the necessary funds to keep the pro
grams alive. But the athletics departments must 
first raise $900,000 by June 30 to ensure a sea
son for golf and men's gymnastics in 2003. After 
that, the me rg ed athletics department must 
raise an additional $1.8 million by February to 
allow the three teams to compete until June 
2005. If the second goal is not met, the pro
grams with be eliminated in July 2003. 

"The coaches are really behind trying to 
save us ... most of their sports might be threat
ened down the road," Roethlisberger said. "A 
number of coaches said they would be willing to 
give up 10 percent of their salary to help. You 
have to say people's hearts are in it." 

Anyone interested in helping the rescue 
mission for Minnesota Athletics, please call 
612-625-1001. 

john Roethlisberger, a three-time Olympian and U. S. National team member, is one of many top gymnasts to 
have competed at the University of Minnesota men's gymnastics program over its 99-year history. 



DREAMS DO COME TRUE 
The Golden Gopher hockey team won its first NCAA hockey 

" ... Taking the face-off, Tom Reimann who's logged a 
lot of ice up front for the Maine Black Bears. Gophers 
win it. Leopold winds and FIRES right on! Taffe now 
picks up the loose puck on the right wing wall. Back 
to the blueline for Leopold. Another shot, deflected, 

it's loose in front. Potulny! HE SCORES!!! THE 
GOPHERS WIN! THE GOPHERS WIN! THEY WIN! 

POTULNY. THE CHAMPIONS! YES SIR!" 
-- WCCO Radio's Wally Shaver's call of the final 

moments of the 2002 National Championship game. 

Breathtaking, heart-stopping, tear-jerking, mind
blowing, exciting, amazing, unbelievable, euphoric, 
awesome, spectacular, outstanding, loud, historic, 
momentous, emotiona~ dramatic. ... 

The words used to describe what the University of 
Minnesota men's hockey team accomplished on 
Saturday, April6 are plentifu~ but none can adequate
ly explain just what did happen on that magical night 
in St Pau~ Minn. There may not be a single word in the 
English language that carries enough resonance to 
accurately describe what the Maroon and Gold players, 
coaches, staff and fans felt that night in the raucous 
Xcel Energy Center. 

That being said, however, a plethora of plots and 
storylines exist that have been batted about since 
Minnesota's Pride on Ice captured the hearts and 
dreams of thousands of Golden Gopher fans across the 
state and nation. With their come-from-behind 4-3 
overtime triumph over the University of Maine, the 
2001-02 edition of Gold Country hockey did what no 
Minnesota team had been able to do since 1979- win 
the NCAA Championship. 

The 2001-02 season will go down as one of the 
most memorable campaigns in Golden Gopher hockey 
history for so many reasons. In the Frozen Four alone, 
there were an incredible amount of storylines that 

....... __ .. ,. ........ .. 
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filled the notebooks and laptops of many a reporter or 
columnist Beyond the final score of the games were 
the plots below the surface that made the run to the 
title all the more fulfilling, exciting and awe-inspiring. 

There was the 23-year drought of an NCAA men's 
hockey title at an institution that is synonymous with 
national success on the ice. There were the stellar indi
vidual performances by Hobey Baker Award-winning 
defensema n Jordan Leopold, All-American Johnny 
Poh~ prolific goal scorer jeff Taffe and an entire cast of 
supremely-talented skaters that played a major role in 
leading the Golden Gophers back to the promised land. 
There was much-maligned senior goaltender Adam 
Hauser ignoring his misguided critics and becoming a 
sort of postseason hero in the vein of past title-winning 
goaltenders Brad Shelstad, jeff Tscherne/Tom Mohr 
and Steve ]anaszak. There was the extra incentive for 
Minnesota to return to the Frozen Four because St. 
Paul's jewel of an arena would be host to the sure-sell
out There was the crowd at the X. There was sopho
more Matt Koalska's jump into the Minnesota bench, 
deemed "The Polish Leap," after scoring the tying goal 
with 54 seconds remaining. There was the lone non
Minnesotan on the roster, sophomore Grant Potulny, 
scoring the game- and title-winning goal in typical 
Potulny style. There was Head Coach Don Lucia making 
good on a promise to once again make the Golden 
Gophers a national power on college hockey's biggest 
stage. There was all that and more. 

Below is a look at some of those storylines that 
defined the run to the national title by Minnesota's 
Pride on Ice. 

• The drought - There's an expectation placed on the 
shoulders of the Minnesota hockey program like that of 
Notre Dame football or Duke basketball Like the fans 
of the Fighting Irish and Blue Devils, devotees of the 

BY KEVIN KURTT 

Golden Gophers expect, nay demand, that their team 
reach the upper echelon of the sport each and every 
year. Anything less than a national championship is a 
disappointment. Clearly, it's an unfair and unrealistic 
expectation to rest on the backs of 18- to 23-year-olds. 
Nonetheless, it's an expectation that exists, not only 
amongst the fans, but with the players and coaches 
themselves. Lucia expects to be in the NCAA 
Tournament every year. From two-time All-American 
Leopold to practice player Chad Roberg, every player 
who wears the Maroon and Gold expects to be con
tending for the national crown year-in and yea r-out 

It's that expectation that led Lucia and his Golden 
Gophers to heed the call of 'It's our turn. It's our time.' 
It had been way too long since Minnesota had won a 
national title. Only one player (junior Nick Anthony) 
was alive at the time of Gold Country's last NCAA 
crown in 1979. Since that time, Minnesota appeared in 
17 NCAA Tournaments and two championship games 
with no titles. It was for this reason that Lucia told his 
players that it was time, their time, for Minnesota to 
regain the top spot. 

"I told our guys from the start of the year that it's 
been too long since 1979 and that it's time. We believed 
it was our turn," Lucia said. ''I'm so proud of my players. 
We are all going to remember this day the rest of our 
lives. It's the most incredible feeling I've ever had. It's 
time to call us the 2002 national champions." 

"Gopher hockey is back being a final four pro
gram," Pohl said. "This is what it's been and what it's 
supposed to be." 

'Our turn/our time' was undoubtedly a motivation
al tool used by this group of Minnesotans (and one 
North Dakotan) to get back to the place that everyone 
expects them to be. Clearly, the players bought into it. 
Led by the outstanding senior class, each Golden 
Gopher believed in his heart and his mind that it was 

their turn to be a national champi
on. Even the North Dakotan fully 
grasped the mantra. 

"This was such a long time 
coming," Potulny explained. "I 
can't tell you how great this feels 
for everyone." 

• The monkey is officially off their 
backs - Did you hear it? It hap
pened only moments after Potulny 
slipped the puck under Maine 
goaltender Matt Yeats to win the 
national championship. You didn't 
hear it? That's probably because 
the decibel level at the X reached 
that of a Metallica concert. But 
there was something to be heard 
behind the din of 19,000 scream
ing Minnesota fans. What was it? 
Wel~ by snapping the 23-yeartitle 
drought. the Golden Gophers and 
their fans breathed a monstrous 
sigh of relief. For a brief moment, 
the supply of oxygen in the North 
Star State took a hit. 

Senior captain Pohl heard it. 
"Talk about unbelievable," he said. 
"How about being on the ice when 



a [23]-year drought was broken." 
The memory of the 1989 championship game, 

played on the same plot of land in St. PauL was erased. 
No longer would the name Randy Skarda (the stellar 
defenseman from the '89 squad who clanged a puck off 
the post in overtime) be taken in vain. The preeminent 
memory of Golden Gopher hockey would not be of 
Minnesota greats Dave Snuggerud, Tom Chorkse and 
Larry Olimb being moved to tears as Harvard celebrat
ed its only national hockey title. From this point on, it 
would be the memory of Hauser's spectacular saves, 
especially the astounding stop of Michigan's Jed 
Ortmeyerin the semifinal bout. Of Leopold winning the 
Hobey Baker Award. Of Pohl beating Yeats top shelf 
with a blistering wrist shot. Of Koalska's tying goal in 
the final minute. Of Potulny jumping with unadulterat
ed enthusiasm as he saw the puck cross the goal line. 

"It's a relief," Leopold said. "We could have gone 
down in the same fashion [as 1989]. It was quite stress
ful out there and it wasn't pretty. But we got our 
reward." 

"The journey we've made, the relief we all felt- this 
is just a good day," Lucia added. "We don't have to lis
ten to '1979' or 'Golden Chokers' anymore." 

• The crowd - Lucia was wrong. He wasn't even close. 
Before the Frozen Four, Lucia predicted that the crowd 
for the Frozen Four would not be as pro-Gopher as 
Minnesota had enjoyed three weeks prior at the WCHA 
Final Five. Boy, was he way off. And thank heavens for 
that. More than 19,000 fans packed Xcel Energy Center 
for what would become the largest crowd for a single 
game in Frozen Four history, in hockey history in 
Minnesota and for an event at the Xcel Energy Center. 
The best part about it was the fact that most of those 
fans were donning the Maroon and Gold. After the first 
semifinaL Lucia admitted his error. 

"The crowd was terrific," he said. "To be honest, I 
was very surprised how many Minnesota fans were in 
that building tonight. I did not anticipate that kind of 
crowd. When we scored that first goal, it was electric in 
there." 

To listen to the players, much of the credit for 

Minnesota's dramatic come-from -behind victory in the 
title game should go to the boisterous backers of the 
Golden Gophers. 

"When we were down 3-2, that's when they really 
got behind us," senior Nick Angell said. "They gave us 
a lift. A lot of us were pretty tired, but we came back on 
the ice and we got that tingling feeling again." 

"We did it for St. PauL" Koalska added. "We did it 
for the fans. That's why we came here. Give credit to 
those fans. They were unbelievable." 

Many a Minnesota fan went home that night with 
only a semblance of a voice remaining. This was one of 
the few places where screaming at the top of your 
lungs was looked upon, not with disdain, but with 
appreciation. Even Maine defense man Michael Schutte 
appreciated it, despite putting his finger to his lips as if 
to say, "Ssshhhh" after scoring his first goal of the 
night. 

"That crowd was awesome to play in front of," the 
Black Bear admitted. 

Perhaps the soft-spoken senior Erik Wendell said it 
best. "The vibrations are still in my chest," he smiled. "I 
can still feel it. I can't even describe it. Oh my goodness, 
how absolutely powerful was the roar of that crowd? It 
was like two Mariuccis." 

• The way they did it - Does it get any better than this? 
Many left the X pondering that very thought. How 
could it have been any better? Minnesota first downed 
traditional rival Michigan, 3-2, in the semifinal with 
more than enough drama for an entire Frozen Four. 
Then, the Golden Gophers would face Maine, a peren
nial Eastern power and the team that knocked the 
Maroon and Gold out of the NCAA Tournament in 2001. 
It's somewhat ironic that the Black Bears lost to the 
Golden Gophers in much the same way that they 
defeated Gold Country in the prior year's tournament. 
In 2001, Minnesota held a 4-3 lead over Maine before 
surrendering a goal with three seconds left in regula
tion. The Bears would go on to win in overtime. But, oh, 
how the tables turned in 2002. Maine took the lead at 
3-2 with just over four minutes remaining, only to see 
the Golden Gophers tie it up with 54 seconds to go and 

send the contest into overtime. There, Potulny blew the 
roof off the X with his lamplighter. The best playwright 
or screenwriter could not have penned a more dramat
ic story. It just could not have been any better. 

"What better way to ride off into the sunset?" Pohl 
asked. 

''I'm still kind of numb," Lucia said. "It's every bit as 
great as I thought it would be. I can't imagine it being 
any better than it was. To see the joy in our players was 
just incredible." 

• What it means to wear the 'M'- When hockey recruits 
commit to the University of Minnesota, they always say 
how much they are looking forward to wearing the 'M.' 
When seniors make their speeches at the awards ban
quet following the season, they always talk about how 
lucky they were to be given the chance to wear the 'M.' 
There's something about slipping on that Maroon and 
Gold sweater with the big 'M' that elicits a host of emo
tions and feelings of pride in Golden Gopher hockey 
players. Outsiders probably can't understand it, but 
donning the 'M' is an honor held with an amount of 
reverence unmatched in the college hockey world. 

Even Grand Forks, N.D., native Potulny under
stands what it means to wear the 'M.' And he hails from 
the same city where the rival North Dakota Fighting 
Sioux reside. It just goes to show the power that the 'M' 
possesses. 

"When I came in, the guys didn't even blink an 
eye," Potulny explained. "From day one here I've been 
a Gopher and I've got that 'M' tattooed on my chest. I'm 
a Gopher for the rest of my life." 

When the kids in White Bear Lake, Edina, Eveleth, 
Warroad and International Falls play hockey on the 
frozen lakes and ponds, the vast majority of them 
them are pretending they're wearing the Minnesota 
sweater. They're reenacting Pohl's upper corner goal, 
Koalska's tying marker, Potulny's game-winner, 
Hauser's sprawling saves and the team's euphoric cel
ebration. Minnesota kids are imagining themselves 
scoring the game-winning goal with thousands of 
Golden Gopher fans cheering in the stands. It's the 'M' 
that brings out these occurrences of hero worship. 
What does it mean to wear the 'M'? It's a question that 
cannot be answered easily, but one that has powerful 
undertones. Wearing the 'M' is about pride, tradition 
and success. 

"We ask players we recruit, 'If you were to win a 
national title, what jersey would you want to be wear
ing?' For me as a coach, I feel the same way. It's 
Minnesota," Lucia said. 

For the 27 Golden Gophers on the national cham
pionship team, the answer to Lucia's question was 
obvious. It's Minnesota. It's the 'M.' 

• Minnesota's Pride on Ice - Taffe didn't score 34 goals 
in 2001-02 for himself. Leopold didn't break school 
records for scoring by a defenseman for posterity. 
Hauser didn't stop 3,777 shots to make his mother 
proud. Koalska didn't tie the game up solely for his 
teammates. Potulny didn't score that memorable goal 
to make him more attractive to pro scouts. Lucia didn't 
mentor the team for career advancement. The Golden 
Gophers didn't win the 2002 NCAA Championship for 
themselves. Who did they do it for? 

"This is for all those players since 1979 who worked 
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so hard, and for our fans who have been with us all 
these years," Lucia said. 

The players may be having a hard time grasping 
exactly what they have accomplished. One always 
hears, "It hasn't sunken in yet." For some of the Golden 
Gophers, it's difficult to place their name with those that 
laid the groundwork for all future Minnesota success. 
Leopold, one of the all-time Minnesota greats, is one of 
those having some difficulty believing he is now a part 
of the exclusive national championship fraternity. 

"You look at those guys and what they did before 
us, and I don't think we're anywhere near them," the 
Golden Valley native said. "In years to come, hopefully 
people will tell stories about us." 

They're already telling stories about you, Leo. And 
they will for years and years after this. Already, former 
players are letting the 2002 Golden Gophers know that 
what they accomplished is hig hly-sig nificant in the 
Minnesota hockey world. 

"(Ben Hankinson] said, 'You guys have no idea 
what you just did.' He told me we wouldn't understand 
it for a while, and that we would start to think about 
that 20 years from now," sophomore Troy Riddle said. 

Just as former players fee l immense pride in what 
the Golden Gophers did in 2002, so do the fans of 
Minnesota hockey. The current players know that their 
national championship was won, not only for the 
University of Minnesota, but for the thousands of fans, 
young and old, that have supported the program 
through thick and thin. 

"A big part of the state's pride is Gopher hockey," 
Taffe said. 

Pride and tradition are as much a part of Golden 
Gopher hockey as is slapshots and bodychecks. The 
book on Minnesota hockey tradition now has an extra 
chapter. It's a chapter that the boys in Maroon and Gold 
wrote with a fairy tale-like season. It's a chapter that 
will be read to throngs of Minnesota fans both now and 
in the future. 

"From day one, we've tried to stress to our kids to 
create their own tradition," Lucia said. "I didn't want 
kids whose lives were fulfi lled because their dream was 
just to play here. Our kids now understand how hard it 
is and how much sweat and effort you have to put in. 
We've got tremendous leaders who boug ht into it, and I 
couldn't be more proud." 

• Back where it belon s - Since 1979, the trophy had 
spent time in North Dakota (a depressing five times). 
Wisconsin (a nauseating three times), Bowling Green, 
Rensselaer, Michigan State, Lake Superior State (three 
times), Harvard (I wish I didn't need to be bring that 
up), Northern Michigan, Maine (twice), Boston U., 
Michigan (twice) and Boston College. With apologies 
to those schools, the trophy doesn't belong there. To 
borrow a line from the Minnesota Wild's Anthem, "A 
big blue line runs around our state, a line that can't be 
crossed. The day they try to take this game is the day 
the gloves come off." Minnesota is the State of Hockey. 
Period. The hockey heritage in this state is unmatched 
around the nation. That's why the Golden Gophers 
winning the 2002 NCAA Championship did what 
needed to be done - bring the trophy back to where it 
belongs. 

"This program means so much to the people of 
Minnesota," Pohl said. "For us to be a part of a national 
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Matt Koalska's game-tying goal with 54 seconds left in 
regulation pushed the title game to overtime. 

championship in St. Paul, it couldn't be any better. If I 
never play hockey again, I don't care. This is the great
est day of my life.'' 

"The fans wanted this as badly as our team," Lucia 
added. "The state just exploded after what happened. I 
don't think you'll see anything like that anywhere else 
because hockey is so much an important fabric of this 
state. This was an incredible moment." 

Don't let sophomore Troy Riddle's age of 20 belie 
his deep knowledge of what hockey means to the state 
of Minnesota. He knows. A native of Minneapolis, 
Riddle is keenly aware of the importance of the sport 
that has brought bluelines, forechecking and slashing 
into the state's collective vocabulary. He knows what 
he's talking about when he says, "This college hockey 
family is so big. The whole state has a huge smile on its 
face. Every hockey association, every little kid who 
plays, they're all excited about this. It almost makes you 
want to start crying." 

• Dreams realized - More than anything, Minnesota 
capturing the 2002 NCAA Championship was a realiza
tion of numerous dreams and goals for the players and 
coaches on the Golden Gopher squad. It was the culmi
nation of years of hard work and unwavering focus on 
the ultimate goal of becoming a national champion. 
Although the work toward achieving the dream of win
ning it all began long ago, the true run to the NCAA title 
began shortly after Minnesota lost to Maine in the 2001 
East Regional. To make their dream possible, the 
Maroon and Gold would first adhere to a regiment of 
running, weightlifting and, ultimately, team-building in 
order to become equipped to earn the program's fourth 
national crown. 

"You have no clue how much we put in," Pohl said. 
"We came in and lifted and ran four nights a week all 
summer." 

It was that offseason dedication which provided a 

natural segue to the 2001-02 campaign. Once the sea
son began, the Golden Gophers' sights were set on win
ning the national championship. They knew that 
achieving their dream was now within reach. 

"If you could write a fairy tale, that's how it would 
end," Leopold said about winning the national champi
onship. 

Growing up, it was their dream. Playing high school 
hockey, it was their dream. Donning the Maroon and 
Gold for the first time, it was their dream. Working in 
the offseason, it was their dream. Opening the season, 
it was their dream. Stepping onto the ice for the nation
al championship game, it was their dream. 

The Golden Gophers realized that dream. And it 
couldn't be any sweeter. 

"It's unbelievable," Koalska said. "You can't get any
thing better. All year long and right from the get-go, 
winning the national title has been on our minds. 
There's never been a better feeling." 

"At the start of the year, this was all we talked 
about. I'm so proud of our players," Lucia added. "Their 
dream was to hang a banner and they hung the big one 
tonight." 

"I still have chills all over," freshman Judd Stevens 
said. "This is beyond anything I had ever dreamed 
about." 

"Dreams do come true," Leopold said. "You find that 
out in a short amount of time." 

'1t's time to call us the 2002 national champions." 
-- Head Coach Don Lucia 



GOLDY'S ROUND UP BY RICH BRODERICK 

r==A=n==o=l=d==fa=s=h=i=o=n=e=d==c=o=u=n==tr=y==h=o=e~d~o~vv~n==i~s=s~e~t~fo~r~J~u~n~e~S~a~t~R~ic~h~a~r~d~· ~·[)~ic~k~'='~A~rn~e~s~'=f~a~r~rn~· ================================~=====~ 

T 
he Earp Brothers are going 
to be on hand to re-enact 
their historic shootout with 
the Clanton gang. There will 
be a show of top Arabian 
horses, live country western 

music, The Pep Band, an auction, 
notable letter winners from the past 
and Goldy Gopher. All of the coaches 
and many student-athletes from 
Golden Gopher teams will be there 
too, and there are going to be hay rides, and -
best of all- an old fashioned down home pork 
and beef barbecue for a gathering of Gopher 
friends, fans, and supporters. 

It's all part of Goldy's Round Up, taking place 
June 5 from 4 to 6 p.m. Long-time Gopher bene
factor, Richard "Dick" Ames, head of Ames 
Construction, has generously agreed to sponsor 
this yea r's fundraiser, and is hosting the Round 
Up on the grounds of his Cedar Ridge Arabian 
Horse Farm in Jordan, Minnesota. 

"We're planning to barbecue a whole hog 
and a side of beef right there on the farm that 
evening" says Ames. "It's going to be a real 
country hoedown. We're going to entertain peo
ple for three or four hours like they've never 
been entertained before." In case of inclement 
weather, Ames is transforming one of the horse 
arenas on the property into a temporary ball
room. 

This year's Round Up is going to be an his
toric event and not just because of the scale and 
variety of entertainment. It marks the first time 
the Round Up- or any major social or fundrais
ing event- has been organized as a joint enter
prise between the soon-to-merge Men's and 
Women's Athletics programs. It's a good indica
tion of the kind of synergy the two halves of 
Gopher sports are going to be able to generate 
in the years ahead. 

"The planning for this Round Up preceded 
the announcement of the coming merger by sev-
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eral months," Men's Athletic Director Tom Moe 
said, who will be on hand June 5 to meet with 
backers and friends of Gopher Sports. "The fact 
that this is the first major fundraising event 
involving both our men's and women's programs 
makes it a much more significant endeavor than 
previous events." 

Ames says he decided to sponsor and host 
the event for the same reason he has provided 
generous financial support over the years for 
other Gopher programs - because of the value 
of Gopher sports to the entire state. "I attended 
Mankato State," he says. "But I'd give anything 
to have a plaque on my wall right now that said 
I have a degree from the U." 

"Dick has been one of our most loyal and 
enthusiastic backers for as long as I remember," 
Moe said. "He's a wonderful guy who loves the 
University and its athletic prog rams. Over the 
years, he's been very, very generous." 

Because Ames is sponsoring, as well as 
hosting the event, Moe points out, virtually all 
the money raised at the Round Up will go direct
ly toward scholarship funds fo r Minnesota's 
more than 700 student-athletes. 

Tickets for Goldy's Round Up are $125 per 
person though you can reserve a table of eight 
for $1.000. Call 612/624-8080 for information 
and tickets. But don't delay. The Gophers expect 
a big turnout for what will prove to be the event 
of the year. 
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Goldy's Round Up may be the biggest but it certain
ly isn't the only special fundraising event going on 
this spring. Come out to the University of 
Minnesota on Saturday, June 1 for the Gold Country 
5K Run/Walk and Goldy's Gallop, Gopher FanFest 
and the Great Gophers Sports Auction. 

7th ANNUAL GOLD COUNTRY 5K RUN/WALK 
Saturday, June 1 • 9:30 a.m. 

Gold Country 5K Run/Walk T-Shirt and Goodie Bag 
for all participants! Prizes awarded to top three 
male and female runners. 

5K Start Time: 9:30 a.m. 
Course Closes: 10:30 a.m. 
Goldy's Gallop For Kids (ages 4-12): 10:30 a.m. 

Entry in the 5K Walk/Run is $15 before May 17, $20 
after that, and the fee for Goldy's Gallop for Kids is 
$7 before May 17 and $10 after that date. 

GOPHER FAN FEST 
All runners, walkers and their guests are invited to 
the Gopher Fan Fest for food, fun and fanfare! 

Coaches and student-athletes from men's and 
women's sports will be on hand for autographs, pic
tures and to take part in the interactive games. 

Free food and refreshments! 
Free interactive games! 

GREAT GOPHER SPORTS AUCTION 
Entrance to the auction is free! Stop by the regis
tration table to get your bid number. Registration 
begins at 9:00a.m. 

Bid on items in the following categories: 
Autographed player equipment 

Tickets and passes 
Lessons and matches 

Artwork 
Golf Lessons, packages and equipment 

"Gopher Experience" 
Trips and hotel packages 

and much more! 

Proceeds benefit men's and women's scholarship 
funds. 

Meanwhile, The Gopher On-Line Auction begins 
Monday May 20 and closes Sunday, June 9. This 
year, the auction will once again offer a wide array 
of Gopher sports collectibles, tickets, travel oppor
tunities and a host of other valuable items. 

For more information about these events, call 
612/625-1001 or visit www.gophersports.com. 



FROM THE HEART 

T 
he University of Minnesota won its second 
consecutive national wrestling title at the 
2002 NCAA Championships in Albany, N.Y., 
but the fans clad in the Maroon and Gold 
will admit it wasn't easy on the heart. There 
were so many different occurrences that 
made the national meet a cardiologist's 

dream (or nightmare). The team race was never 
really in question and, yet, there were numerous 
instances that tested the blood pressures and 
pulse rates of the wrestling disciples from Gold 
Country. I sure do hope the paramedics were 
standing by with the paddles all juiced up. I was 
convinced the people sitting next to me could hear 
or feel the thumping of my heartbeats. 

But. to a certain extent, it wasn't supposed to 
be that way. Instead of sitting on the edge of our 
seats, we were supposed to be relaxed, resting in 
the knowledge that the result was a foregone con
clusion. Such is life at the national wrestling tour
nament, though. Nothing is set in stone (aside 
from Cael Sanderson's results) . Nothing is taken for 
granted (aside from the sheer hatred between 
Minnesota and Iowa fans) . Nothing is for certain. 

What we thought were certainties turned out to 
be question marks. What we believed to be a done 
deal left us scratching our heads when it didn't hap-
pen. Many things, of course, did go as planned. But it 
was the wrenches that were thrown into the seemingly 
smooth-running machine that made our hearts beat just 
a little faster. Maybe it was in our best interests that the 
national tournament turned out to tug at our heart
strings and test the nerves of even the steeliest of fans. 

At the NCAA meet, our hearts beat as we laughed, 
clapped, cheered, booed, rejoiced, remembered, jeered 
and, yes, even cried. 

Coming into the national tournament. the national 
wrestling media anointed the Golden Gophers as pro
hibitive favorites for the NCAA team crown. They said it 
was Minnesota's title to lose. Some predicted half the 
Maroon and Gold lineup to make it to the finals. The 
coaching staff and wrestlers admitted that the team race 
would take care of itself if the Golden Gophers focused 
on being selfish and strived for individual honors. 

In the end, they were 100 percent correct. The team 
crown did take care of itself on the strength of some 
stellar individual performances. Within that journey to 
Minnesota's second NCAA title in school history were 
the heartbreaking and heartwarming stories. They are 
the plots that Golden Gopher fans will remember for 
years to come. 

Those storylines begin with Minnesota's adoptive 
son, 125-pounder Leroy Vega. Talk about tugging at the 
heartstrings, the story ofthis senior from Portage, Ind., 
was a significant plot during the 2002 NCAA meet Vega 
entered the national tournament with high aspirations. 
He came to Albany with the dream of ending his college 
career as a national champion. The national wrestling 
media bought into it, saying "We will no longer predict 
against him, but instead, enjoy this senior's last ride." 

He also came to Albany with the virtual certainty of 
ending his career in Gold Country as only the second 
four-time All-American in school history. In addition, 
Vega came to the NCAA meet on a high after winning 
his first individual title at the Big Ten Championships. 
Add to it the fact that Vega was, far and away, the 
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Minnesota crowd's favorite. 
It was all set up for a storybook ending to a storybook 

career. The fairy tale didn't end the way we expected it to, 
though. It was as if the shoe didn't fit Cinderella. 

The unlikely happened in the second round as Vega 
lost in overtime to unseeded Tom Nato of Hofstra. The 
dream of being a national champion gone, Vega 
rebounded in a big way in his first consolation match, 
notching only his second pin of the season. But then, 
the unthinkable happened. Chris Rodrigues, an 
unknown from North Carolina, downed Vega, 3-2. 

It was shocking. Vega, understandably, sprinted 
away sobbing. The large contingent in the Vega Fan 
Club followed suit with tears streaming down their 
faces. The entire Minnesota team was justifiably 
stunned. Their sparkplug, their three-time All
American was out of the tournament, his hopes and 
dreams left unfulfilled. 

"It feels like a nightmare, I guess," Vega said short
ly after his elimination. ''I'm still waiting to wake up." 

Later, he reflected on the NCAAs with the true class 
and maturity that all have come to expect from the 
third-winningest wrestler in school history. 
"Sometimes it's there, sometimes it's not," he said. "I 
was prepared. But this time, things didn't fall into place 
for me. That's how the cards are dealt. I wasn't meant to 
be a four-time All-American or a national champion." 

Although he wasn't meant to attain his lofty goals, 
Vega displayed a true measure of his worth to the 
Golden Gopher squad. After losing his final match, he 
came back in full workout gear, offering to practice with 
his fellow teammates as they prepared for their match
es. It was vintage Leroy Vega. 

His teammates, coaches and fans took the loss 
nearly as hard as Vega. It was his plight that may have 
done the most damage to their hearts. 

"Our hearts go out to poor Leroy," Head Coach ] 
Robinson said. "It's going to be hard for him. It's hard to 
endure. That's the one side of athletics that people don't 
see - when you're that close and you lose it." 

BY KEVIN KURTT 

"He's a strong person inside, and he's going to use this 
to go on with his life," former Golden Gopher Chad Kraft 
said, the lone four-time All-American in school history. 

Vega did and will endure. He'll now put everything 
he has into becoming a world-class wrestler. One would 
be unwise to bet against him meeting that goal Outside 
the sport, Vega will focus his efforts on his family and his 
career as a teacher/coach. True, our hearts took a beating 
that day in Albany, but as Vega says, "It must have hap
pened for a reason. I truly believe that more good things 
will come to me for all the hard work I've put in." 

**** 
"I guess his lungs hurt," junior Ryan Lewis said, 

referring to an odd timeout taken by Oklahoma State's 
johnny Thompson during their 133-pound title match. 

That mocking comment pretty much summed up 
what the top-ranked Lewis felt after his 5-4 loss to the 
Cowboy. But Robinson, in true] Robinson fashion, had 
more to say. "In the end, they handed the match to a guy 
that didn't deserve to win," he said. "To me, he didn't 
win by the rules. They allowed a guy to win that does
n't have the heart to win." 

Lewis, on the other hand, has the heart to win. A 
transfer from Division II North Dakota State, Lewis 
came to Minnesota in 1999-2000, his redshirt year, 
before serving as a backup to All-American Brett 
Lawrence in 2000-01. The native of Verna l, Utah knew 
his time would come. And when it did, he emphatically 
showed that he possesses the heart of a winner. 

With the starting job his for the 2001 -02 campaign, 
Lewis stormed out of the gates, winning 13 straight 
before suffering a groin injury. It was that injury that 
would keep him out of action for well over a month. 
From there, the accolades began piling up. He won 19 
straight before his match versus Thompson. He earned 
three Big Ten Wrestler of the Week honors. He won his 
first conference title in impressive fashion. He was 
named the 2001-02 Big Ten Wrestler of the Year. He 
was ranked and seeded number one in the nation. 

Then came 'The Timeout.' If it wasn't enough that 



fan-favorite Vega was already eliminated, the untime
ly timeout (Lewis was on the verge of a takedown when 
Thompson signaled to the official) added more disap
pointment to the Golden Gopher toll 

"It was definitely disappointing," Lewis said. "I set 
out to win and things didn't go my way. There's nothing 
I can do about it" 

The Golden Gopher ended his season with a record 
of 32-1, good for fourth on Minnesota's all-time list for 
consecutive wins. 

Lewis now has his sights set on the next campaign. 
''I'm looking forward to next season," he said. ''I'm just 
going to take it like a man and go on." 

**** 
Before you get the sense that the 2002 NCAA meet 

was a plethora of heartbreaking moments for the 
Golden Gophers, let it be known that the national tour
nament had its fair share of heartwarming stories for 
the Maroon and Gold. Although there existed several 
disappointing episodes, Minnesota fans are not asking 
others to feel sorry for the Golden Gophers. Quite the 
opposite, in fact. That is, for every disheartening 
moment, there were plenty of highs for Gold Country. 

"(The tournament) seemed more up and down this 
year," Robinson said. "We lost some guys along the 
way, and that made it hard. It was more of a roller
coaster this year than last year." 

The peaks of the rollercoaster included the All
American honors picked up by senior Chad Erikson (sev
enth at 141 pounds), sophomore Damion Hahn (fifth, 184 
pounds), senior Owen Elzen (fourth, 197 pounds) and 
sophomore Garrett Lowney (fifth at heavyweight). 

"Our theme was to push people into the finals and 
get champions," Robinson said. "If we did that, the 
team race would take care of itself, and it did. It's just a 
different way to get to the same place." 

Unfortunately for some, the dream of reaching the 
NCAA finals fell short. In addition to Vega's unfortu
nate tournament, freshman Nate Baker (165 pounds) 
and sophomore jacob Volkmann (174 pounds) fell 
prey to an early departure in the consolation bracket. 
For those who became multiple All-Americans, 
though, the letdown of not reaching the finals showed 
through. 

"It was upsetting," Hahn said. "It leaves me hungry 
for next year." 

Nevertheless, the finishes by Erikson, Hahn, Elzen 
and Lowney helped Minnesota gain its second nation
al title. That's nothing to scoff at in the world of parity 
that has come to collegiate wrestling. 

"We wanted to do what we could to help out the 
guys who didn't make it as far as they wanted," Erikson 
said. "We're such a well-rounded team that we can lose 
two All-Americans and still come out with a pretty dom
inant victory. just imagine if we didn't lose those guys." 

**** 
The Golden Gophers became the first back-to-back 

national champions in school history since the 1940 
and 1941 Minnesota football teams captured consecu
tive national titles. However, the hallmarks of the 2002 
NCAA tournament were the stellar individual perform
ances by two juniors - one from Idaho and the other 
from east central Minnesota. jared Lawrence and Luke 
Becker have been roommates since their freshman 
years. They train together. They're best friends. And 
now, they're both NCAA Champions. 

"We came in together four years ago, and we both 
had one goal," Lawrence said, the 149-pound champ. 
"Two years ago, he wouldn't let me be an All-American 
alone. This time, he wouldn't let me be a national 
champion alone." 

Added Becker, the 157 -pound champ: "We're best 
friends. He's my workout partner. He's what motivates 
me, and hopefully I do the same for him. It's just great 
to see him out there and get a win, then I come up after 
him and get a national title, too. It's great." 

Perhaps we shouldn't be too surprised that the 
path to the national championship taken by these 
inseparable grapplers was so strikingly alike. They 
both won more than 30 matches during the year (34 for 
Lawrence and 38 fo r Becker). They both ended with 
three losses on the season. Their lone losses came to 
wrestlers ranked higher than them. They both entered 
the NCAA Tournament seeded in the top three (second 
for Lawrence, third for Becker). 

At the NCAA Championships, they both made it to 
the finals in eerily similar ways. Both tallied a win by 
fall in their respective first round matches. Both won 
convincingly in the second round and quarterfinals. 
But it was the semifinal round similarities that proved 
to be exceedingly difficult on the hearts and nerves of 
Minnesota fans and coaches alike. 

First, Lawrence tested the pulse rates of the 
Maroon and Gold devotees with his bout versus third
seeded jaMarr Billman of Lock Haven. Regulation 
ended in a tie at four and, after a scoreless overtime, 
Lawrence chose the down position in the tiebreaker. 
Lawrence battled for much of the period to escape, and, 
when it looked hopeless, the Golden Gopher broke the 
hold of Billman with two seconds remaining to gain 
the coveted finals berth. 

Next, Becker nearly stopped the tickers of the 
Minnesota faithful in his match against No. 2 Yoshi 
Nakamura of Pennsylvania. The wrestlers could only 
manage an escape each in regulation and battled to a 
scoreless overtime. Becker won the coin flip, chose 
down and escaped in eight seconds to gain his first 
national championship match berth. 

The Minnesota fans took a much-needed breather 
after the tiebreaker madness. It was excruciating to 
watch. But, wow was it fun. The job wasn't done yet, 

though. lawrence advanced to take on No. 4 jared 
Frayer of Oklahoma while Becker was scheduled to 
face archrival. undefeated and top-ranked Bryan 
Snyder of Nebraska. 

Lawrence stepped to the mat first and soon became 
the 11th Minnesota wrestler to capture an NCAA indi
vidual title in school history, defeating Frayer 3-1. The 
difference in the match was a Lawrence takedown with 
two seconds remaining in the first period. The 
Minnesota contingent showered the Sandpoint, Idaho 
native with praise as he became the 149-pound nation
al champion. 

What more motivation did Becker need than see
ing his best friend capture national gold? Clearly, he 
needed nothing more, for the Cambridge, Minn., made 
his dream come true with a stunning upset win over 
Snyder. Becker notched the all-important first offensive 
points of the bout, taking Snyder down 2:12 into the 
first period. Snyder took the lead with a takedown 
about 30 seconds later, but Becker tied it at four with 
two escapes. After a scoreless overtime, the wrestlers 
went to the tiebreaker with Becker choosing the down 
position. Becker quickly got to his feet with Snyder 
hanging on to the Golden Gopher's ankle. But the 
Minnesota grappler cleared his foot four seconds into 
the period to capture the 157-pound national crown. 
The cheers from the Maroon and Gold fans in the cor
ner of the arena ringed throughout the building. 

Afterwards, the NCAA Champions tried to explain 
what they were feeling. It again comes as little surprise 
that their reactions to winning the national crown were 
noticeably alike. 

"Ever since I started wrestling I've been after this," 
Lawrence said. "It's been a dream I've wanted for a long 
time and it finally came true. My team won, my room
mate won and I won. It's just the greatest feeling I know." 

It couldn't have happened any other way. "It's just a 
great example of how friends and teammates and room
mates push each other to different heights," Robinson 
said. "When you have other people to train with, share 
things that you go through with, it's a great story." 

**** 
The 2002 NCAA Wrestling Championships provid

ed many a reporter with great stories. From the sheer 
heartache of Vega's early exit to the ultimate elation 
of dual national championships for best friends to the 
establishment of the University of Minnesota 
wrestling team as more than a one-hit wonder, the 
NCAA tournament brought out the highest of highs 
and the lowest of lows. 

Now Minnesota is the hunted. Although back-to
back championships does not a dynasty make, the 
Maroon and Gold are poised for a lengthy stay at the 
top of the wrestling world. They are the ones all others 
are aiming for. But that's just fine with them. 

"I guess some people could look at it as a target," 
Robinson said. "But if they're after us, it must be for a 
reason. It validates who we are." 

Golden Gopher fans lived vicariously through the 
wins and losses of each of the Maroon and Gold 
wrestlers. They screamed as they proved triumphant. 
They booed when necessary. They cried when the 
unthinkable happened. They rejoiced when dreams 
came true. 

The followers of Minnesota wrestling gained one 
thing, if no other, from the 2002 NCAA Wrestling 
Championships- a profound appreciation of the heart. 



HERE COMESTHE ARMY 
Football w a s a lot tougher ga me back when Lloyd " Army" Johns on pla yed . 

L 
loyd "Army" Johnson may be one of the last 
people on earth who can remember facing 
off against Bronko Nagurski in a Gopher 
uniform. 

The year was 1929 and johnson, a for
mer high school track star from Alexandria, 
Minnesota, turned center was scrimmaging 

unde r Head Coach Clarence "Doc" Spears, a 
taskmaster whose hard-boiled style might have 
made Vince Lombardi cringe. 

"I only weighed 170 pounds," johnson recalls 
(Nagurski weighed in at 230), "but I had a quick 
start and I managed to beat him to the punch and 
slip past him. I couldn't say I was faster than he 
was- we were about even- the two fastest mem
bers of the squad that year." 

Johnson, now 94, was born in Lowry, 
Minnesota, but his family moved to Alexandria 
when he was a boy. His athletic prowess showed 
itself across a range of sports. In high school, 
besides taking a gold medal in the half mile at the 
state track meet his junior year, he was also cap
tain of the football, basketball, and baseball teams 
his senior year. Despite that, he wasn't recruited 
by any college; and even though he was the first 
Alexandria resident to letter in football at 
Minnesota, he almost didn't attend the University. 
A last minute intervention on the part of his high 
school football coach was all that kept him from 
going elsewhere. 

"About a week before the fall semester started, 
my old coach saw me and asked, 'Where are you 
going to school?' I said, 'Waupaton State' [in South 
Dakota]. He said, 'No, you're not. You're going to 
the University of Minnesota." 

So it was off to the University where his oblig
atory enrollment in ROTC earned him his odd nick
name. 

"I had no money and was staying in a boarding 
house," he reca lls. "I came home tired from foot
ball practice one night and as I was climbing the 
stairwell, the guy in the room next to mine yelled 
out, 'Here comes the Army!' That was the begin
ning. It was Army ever after that." 

Nagurski was only the most notable of the 
players that Johnson, one of the University's oldest 
"M" Men, teamed up with between 1926 and 1930. 
Other well-known teammates included Quentin 
Burdick, later a U.S. Senator from North Dakota, 
Fred Hovde, later President of Purdue, Clarence 
"Biggie" Munn, who went on to coach Michigan 
State in its winning Rose Bowl game in 1954, All
Western end Allen "Doc" Teeter, and George 
Gibson, co-namesake of the Gopher's new Gibson 
Nagurski Hall of Memories. 

With Nagurski punching holes in the opposi ng 
line from his fullback position in the old single 
wi ng formation, the Gophers racked up a string of 
impressive years, including 1927's undefeated 
season. Eve n though Nagurski was inarguably the 
greatest player in the pre-modern era, Johnson 
recalls that his prowess offered no protection from 
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Doc Spears' tender mercies. One day during prac
tice the head coach took issue with the fullback's 
execution of a play. 

"All of a sudden," Johnson recalls, "Spears 
called out, 'Bronko, you might be an All-American 
in the newspapers, but you sure as hell aren't out 
here on the practice field!"' 

With lesser players, on the other hand, Spears 
could be far crueler. 

"There was a kid from Long Prairie, a sopho
more," Johnson recalls. "During a game against 
Northwestern, apparently this young man had 
done something not so good so on Monday, Spears 
gave the kid hell. Then he went from team member 
to team member giving the kid hell and by the 
time he came back to him he said, 'You know, if I 
were you, I'd check in my suit, check out of school, 
and get out of town- you can go right now. As the 
kid was leaving the field, Spears turned to us and 
said, 'If I catch any of you associating with him, 
you're off the team too. 

"Oh, he was rough and tough." 
After graduation, Johnson returned to 

Alexandria just in time for the Great Depression. 
He ended up working at a Standard Oil station 
until going to work on the Alcan Highway in 1943 
- an old high school injury rendered him 4-F. 
Upon returning to Alexandria, he was hired to 
coach sports at Alexandria High School, owned 
and operated a laundromat and married his wife 
Alice, also a Minnesota graduate, who was work
ing at the high school as school nurse. The couple 
continue to live in a townhouse on Lake Agnes in 
Alexandria. 

Today, Lloyd 's facing the toughest opponent of 
his life: diagnosed with bladder cancer, he's been 
in and out of a nursing facility the past month. But 
although his eyesight is fading and his hearing is 
impaired, his mind is still sharp and he relates sto
ries about his Gopher career with real relish and 
complete command of names and details. It's 
probably good to keep in mind that he's a survivor 
of a lot rougher and readier time in American life, 
as evidenced by the anecdote he tells about one of 
his teammates, guard Paul Kabec. 

"We were playing Northwestern on a real hot 
day," he says about that pre-face mask era. "They 
were big and they kept smashing into our line. 
Paul had had his nose broken so many times that 
when they'd knock it sideways, he'd just shove it 
back into place. He was sweaty and dirty and he 
was pulling grass out of the ground and stuffing it 
up his nose to stop the bleeding. 

"I remember," he says with a laugh, "looking 
over at him and wondering what the fellow across 
the line from him must have been thinking !" 

BY RICH BRODERICK 

Lloyd Johnson, piau red with his wife, Alice, starred on 
the Golden Gophers football teams in the late 19 2 Os, 
along side Bronko Nagurski. 



SWIMMING & DIVING 
Golden Gophers claim fourth Big Ten title 
in last seven years. 

With jeff Hackler earning his 11th-career All-America 
honor, the Minnesota Golden Gophers placed eighth, 
with 216 points, at the NCAA Swimming and Diving 
Championships held at the University of Georgia. This 
season marked the third consecutive year the 
Gophers have placed in the nation's top 10 and 11th 
straight campaign among the top 15. It is the first time 
since 1961-63 the Gophers have had three straight 
top 10 finishes. 

Minnesota's 400-yard medley relay team ofT odd 
Smolinski, Hackler, Chad Krastins and Terry Silkaitis 
earned third place. It was the highest placing for a 
Gopher relay since 1962. The foursome set the 
school record, clocking a 3:09.73. 

The Golden Gopher 200-yard medley relay team 
of Smolinski, Hackler, Silkaitis, along with freshmen 
Bjorn Lundin, became the second Gopher relay to 
place third at the Championships, clocking a school
record 1:25.87. Smolinski swam the race's fastest 
backstroke leg, leading-off with a 21.35. The 
Gophers were first heading into the anchor leg, but 
could not hold off Stanford, who set the pool record 
in 1:25.47, and Texas, who edged the Gophers by a 
mere .07 seconds. California's Anthony Ervin swam 
the fastest 50-yard freestyle split of all-time (18.52), 
but Silkaitis was able to hold him off, handing the 
Golden Bears fourth place. 

Hackler, a junior from Alpharetta, Ga., broke his 
own school record, swimming a 53.24 in the 100-
yard breaststroke to place thi rd. Hackler, who won 
the 2002 Big Ten crown, followed Texas' Brendan 
Hansen who won in 52.47. 

Hackler later tied Gary Marshall of Virginia for 
fourth in the 200-yard breaststroke in 1:56.33. 

Sophomore justin Mortimer earned his sixth
career All-America honor by placing third in the 
1,650-yard freestyle, swimming a 14:50.57, after fin 
ishing fourth a year ago. 

Smolinski placed fifth in the 100-yard back-

ence champion in the event, broke his own 
school record, swimming a 46.85, leading off 
Minnesota's 400-yard medley relay. 

The Gophers earned a pair of All-America 
honors in the 200-yard freestyle. Silkaitis, who 
anchored the Gopher 400-yard and 200-yard 
medley teams, placed seventh, after swimming a 
1:35.91 in preliminaries. All-American Matt Taylor 
placed fourth in the consolation tina~ clocking a 
1:36.63 to place 12th. 

Silkaitis and Taylor joined junior Mortimer 
and senior Brandon Crook to place ninth in the 
800-yard freestyle relay in 6:28.81. 

Silkaitis also placed 14th in the 100-yard 
freestyle. Silkaitis swam a personal-best 43.57 
in the preliminaries, the second-fastest time in 
school history, which broke his own freshman 
school mark. 

The Minnesota 400-yard freestyle relay team of 
Silkaitis, Taylor, Allen Ong and Smolinski swam a 
2:55.37 to place second in the consolation final (10th 
overall). It was Silkaitis' sixth All-America honor and 
Smolinski's 10th, as Minnesota set six school records 
during the Championships. 

The Golden Gopher 200-yard freestyle relay 
team of Ong, Brian Gettelfinger, Silkaitis and Ben 
Bartell also earned honorable mention All-America 
recognition winning the consolation finals placing 
ninth, clocking a 1:19.42. 

Perhaps even more impressive than the Golden 
Gophers fin ishing in the top 15 at the NCAA 
Championships for the 11th straight year was that 
Minnesota won the Big Ten Swimming & Diving 
Championships for the second consecutive year and 
the fourth time in the last seven years. Minnesota 
has clearly established itself as the program to beat 
in the Big Ten. 

The Golden Gophers compiled 711.5 points, com
pared to 636.5 for second-place and No. 10 
Michigan. Hackler won a pair of individual titles for 
Minnesota swimming a pool record time (1 :56.56) in 
the 200-yard breaststroke and a conference record 
time (53.66) in the 100-yard breaststroke. 

Smolinski defended his 100-yard backstroke 
title, swimming a (47.34). after setting the confer
ence record (46.91) in 2001. 

Earning his first individual conference gold was 
Chad Krastins, who claimed the 100-yard butterfly in 
47.45. 

The 200-yard medley relay team of Smolinski, 
Hackler, Lundin and Ong won in 1:26.23, setting the 
Big Ten and pool records. Minnesota already held 
both marks. The Gophers also claimed the 400-yard 
medley relay. The team of Smolinski, Hackler, Krastins 
and Ong swam a pool record time of 3:11.41. 

Hackler, Krastins, Lundin, Ong, Smolinski, Taylor 
and Mortimer all earned All-Big Ten accolades. 

Minnesota also finished with an unblemished 
dual meet record of 8-0, marking the second time in 
the last three seasons that Dennis Dale's squad WE:nt 
unbeaten. The Golden Gophers have not lost a con
ference dual in five seasons. The Golden Gophers 

are 25-1 in their last 26 duals, dating back to 1999. 

GYMNASTICS 
If it was the final season of men's gymnastics, 
the Golden Gophers went out with a bang. 

If it was the final season in the history of men's gym
nastics at the University of Minnesota, the Golden 
Gophers went out with their heads held high. They 
ended with a No.5 national ranking, an improvement 
in their Big Ten Championships finish and superb 
team and individual performances throughout the 
season. 

If it was the final season, Minnesota somehow 
put the impending doom of its program behind 
them and competed solidly in what could have 
been its final NCAA Championships. In the face of 
the possible elimination of the 99-year program, 
the Golden Gophers missed a berth in the team 
finals, but advanced several gymnasts to the all
around finals and individual event prelims. 

If it was the final season, junior Clay Strother 
went out with a bang. The Jasper, Texas native won 
his second consecutive NCAA floor exercise and 
pommel horse titles. In addition, he finished in 
fourth place on the parallel bars and sixth place on 
the vault and all-around to become an eight-ti me 
All-American. 

If it was the final season, sophomore Eric Steele 
let it be known that he has the tools to compete with 
the best. The native of Knoxville, Tenn., won the 
individual vault title at Big Tens for the second
straight season to become Minnesota's first back-to
back conference individual event champion since 
John Roethlisberger won the parallel bars in 1991 
and 1992. 

If it was the final season, freshman Guillermo 
Alvarez made his mark on the conference and 
national gymnastics scene. The 2002 Big Ten 
Freshman of the Year took third place in the floor 
exercise at NCAAs to earn his first All-America honor. 

If it was the final season, Head Coach Fred 
Roethlisberger went out as a legend in the men's 
gymnastics coaching ranks. 
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If it was the final season, the Golden Gophers 
performed with admirable class and ability. They 
were Joe Alberts, Guille rmo Alvarez, Bill Callahan, 
Jeff Cohen, justin Conner, Ryan Fleming, Dave 
Gibson, Bob Goss. Mitch Griffin, Bryan Hutchinson, 
David ]ollie, Tim Koehler, Dyri Kristjansson, Clinton 
Mays, joe Moore, Eric Steele, Clay Strother and 
Gabe Suarez. 

BASKETBALL 
Golden Gophers make strides in Monson's 
third season. 

At first glance, the 2001-02 Golden Gopher men's 
basketball season looks almost identical to the sea
son before. The overall records are nearly the same 
and both teams fell in the second round of the NIT. 
The critics would say the Gophers didn't improve, 
didn't make the next step in the rebui lding process
the critics are wrong. 

In just his third season in Gold Country, Dan 
Monson's Gophers made a significant step. 
Minnesota won nine games in the Big Ten in 2001-
02, the most-ever under Monson and the most since 
1997. The Gophers were one win away from their 
first NCAA berth in four seasons and three points 
away from a share of the Big Ten title. The near
misses were frustrating, but put into the proper per
spective; this was a program that wasn't supposed to 
be this close to the Promised Land this quickly. The 
problem for the Maroon and Gold in 2001-02 was 
that expectations rose disproportionately with the 
Gophers improved play. 

The nonconference portion of the Gopher sched
ule saw its shares of ups and downs. Minnesota had 
little success on the road losing to NCAA partici
pants Wake Forest, Georgia and Texas Tech. The 
Gophers also stubbed their toe at home against 
NCAA qualifier and Colonial league champ UNC
Wilmington, 58-50. But, Minnesota rallied behind a 
career-high 28 points by freshman Rick Rickert on 
national television to give the Gophers a must-win 
three-point victory over Pac-10 champ and Elite 8 
team Oregon. 

The conference season began with Minnesota 
racing out to a 3-1 record. Three-straight victories 
over Michigan State, Michigan and at Purdue had 
the Maroon and Gold poised for a run at the top. But, 
typical of this rollercoaster season, the next two 
games were hard-fought losses at Wisconsin and a 
last-second defeat to Michigan in Ann Arbor. 

The highlight of the 2001-02 season was an 
exciting four-game winning streak in the thick of the 
Big Ten schedule. The Golden Gophers ran off three 
straight home wins including two over first-place 
teams at the Barn. Ohio State came to Minneapolis 
in first place and was soundly trounced 89-71. A 
week later, NCAA finalist Indiana visited Williams 
Arena in first place and was outscored, 51-26 in the 
second half, to lose 88-74. A crucial road win at Iowa 
(86-78) came next with the Gophers rallying from a 
nine-point halftime deficit on the road. 
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The roller coaster went off its rails with the sub
sequent injury to Travarus Bennett and a three
game losing streak. Bennett sprained his ankle in 
practice before the Northwestern roadtrip and the 
Big Ten Co-Defensive Player of the Year was limited 
in his ability to lead the Gopher defense. He only 
played 18 minutes at NU (56-58) and 29 and 26 frus
trating minutes, respectively, in a home loss to 
Wisconsin (62-67) and a road defeat at Michigan 
State (55-74). 

But, the Gophers bounced back as they did all sea
son with back-to-back victories at Penn State (68-64) 
and a sound thrashing of the Wildcats in Williams 
Arena (69-51). That set up a make-or-break game 
against the Fighting Illini of Illinois on CBS. Minnesota 
controlled the game throughout, but couldn't hang on 
in a disappointing 67-66 defeat to the Illini in the last 
regular-season conference contest. 

After defeating the Nittany Lions for the third 
time, the Gophers had one more chance at Illinois in 
the Big Ten Tournament quarterfinals, but the veter
an Illini were too tough in a 92-76 defeat. Minnesota 
was selected to play in the NIT for the second 
straight year and after a 96-62 drubbing of New 
Mexico, the Gophers again lost a heartbreaker to 
Richmond, 67-66. In all, Minnesota lost four games 
by six points and was 3-5 in games decided by five 
points or less. 

Three Golden Gophers received postseason 
accolades from the Big Ten Conference. Freshman 
Rick Rickert was the first Golden Gopher ever to be 
named Big Ten Freshman of the Year. Senior 
Travarus Bennett received the Big Ten Co-Defensive 
Player of the Year award and honorable mention 
honors while senior forward Dusty Rychart was 
named to the third-team All-Big Ten team by both 
the coaches and media. 

Rychart finished his career in Gold Country as 
one of the top 20 scorers and top 10 rebounders in 
school history. He stands in 16th place on the scor
ing list with 1,268 points and ninth on the rebound
ing list with 732 career boards while also recording 
six double-doubles on the year and 20 for his career. 

The first Minnesota player to receive the confer
ence defensive player of the year award, Bennett 
graduates after leading the league in steals and 
recording the second-most steals in a season with 
75. He averaged an impressive 2.42 steals per game 
and also led the team and was second in the confer
ence in three-point field goal accuracy at .469. 
Bennett finished the season as the only Big Ten 
player ranked in seven different statistical cate
gories in league games. 

Rickert will be the centerpiece Monson can build 
around in future years. He averaged 14.2 points and 
5.2 rebounds per game in his initial year with the 
Maroon and Gold. His 441 points is the most scored by 
a freshman in school history and the 14.2 scoring 
average also is tops by a Golden Gopher in his fresh
man season. He led the team and all conference 
freshmen in scoring and tallied more than 20 points 
in six games. He was named Big Ten Player of the 
Week after scoring 26 points vs. Penn State on ]an. 30 

and 27 points vs. Indiana on Feb. 2. He was the first 
freshman to earn such an honor since Iowa senior 
Luke Recker received the award at Indiana in 1998. 

Along with the return of Rickert, the Gophers 
will welcome back three other part-time starters. 
junior guard Kevin Burleson started 19 games and 
was second in the Big Ten in assist to turnover ratio 
with 146 assists and only 58 turnovers (2.52).]unior 
center jerry Holman had an impressive first year 
after coming to the "U" from a junior college. 
Holman finished with the best field goal percentage 
on the team (.554) and ranked fifth overall in the Big 
Ten. He also led the team in blocks with 43 and was 
fifth overall in the conference averaging 1.39 blocks 
per game. Sophomore forward Michael Bauer 
scored in double figures in 17-of-31 games and fig
ures to play a more prominent role next season. 

Other newcomers who made an impact were 
Maurice Hargrow, Steve Esselink and Aaron 
Robinson. Hargrow was a spark off the bench all 
season, averaging 3.6 points in just 10.0 minutes per 
game. Esselink's long-range shooting will be a 
weapon for two more seasons and Robinson's pesky 
defensive pressure and increasing ability to run the 
offense will be counted on in 2002-03. 

Monson and his staff also can look forward to 
the return of two other veterans from years off. 
Sophomore center Jeff Hagen was redshirted this 
past year and will add bulk and a much-needed 
physical presence to the frontline. junior guard Ben 
Johnson, who was forced to sit out the season after 
transferring from Northwestern, will prominently 
figure in the backcourt mix. Those two along with 
transfers Matt Smriga and Brent Lawson will add 
depth and experience to a solid nucleus of returning 
players. A nucleus that plans on taking another step 
next season. 





For tickets to all Golden Gopher Athletics Events, 

please call the Gopher Ticket Office at 612-624-8080 

or 1-800-U-GOPHER or log onto 

www.gophersports.com 
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