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                 Methods   
                                                      
Volunteers walk routes around the St. 
Paul and Minneapolis campuses during 
migratory periods (March 15—May 31) 
and (August 15—Oct 31).  The 
volunteers collect any birds that appear 
to have collided with windows, and 
record pertinent information such as; 
time, status (living or dead), exact 
location and species.  The St. Paul 
campus was surveyed in the spring    
and fall of 2010.  Both campuses are 
being surveyed this year.  Specimens 
are prepared, and then entered into   
the Bell Museum collection. 

 
 

     Preliminary Results 
          St. Paul  For the entire 10  weeks of        
              of spring migration, only 6 birds were  
                 found.  In the fall however, 82 birds 
                    were found (from at least 24  
                     species.  We discovered 15 birds 
                       at Mc Neal Hall, more than any  
                        other building on the route. 
                                      
                         Minneapolis  This spring, 26  
                         birds were found.  This fall (as 
                         of Oct. 20), 101 birds have  
                         been found (from at least 27  
                         species).  We have discovered 
                       a number of birds from; Ted Mann      
                      O.H., the WA Ave. Bridge, and the 
                    Blegen/Social Sciences skyway. 
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                    Solution 
 
To discourage collisions on the St. Paul campus, 
devices known as FireFlysTM have been placed on 
Ruttan Hall, the Alderman/Hodson skyways, and the 
Skok/Green walkways.  We are monitoring them for 
effectiveness and hope to add more to other structures 
on both campuses.  FireFlys employ motion, 
reflectivity, and nighttime light emission to create a 
flashing warning beacon for birds. 
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          Discussion  
 
 The number of birds found offers a 
 conservative estimate of actual  
 mortality, as sites are not continuously 
 observed, and many birds are not 
 discovered. 
 
 During spring migration, there is a 
 rush to secure the best breeding sites, 
 and most birds seldom rest.  In the fall, 
 birds may stop-over in urban areas 
 longer.  This, along with the fact that  
 many hatch year birds are undertaking 
 their first migration, may account for the  
 marked difference in mortality between 
 these seasons. 
 

 
                     Problem 

 
Hundreds of millions of birds die each year in 
the United States as a result of collisions with plate-
glass.  It is estimated to be the largest source of 
avian mortality associated with humans.  As our 
population continues to grow by an expected three 
billion individuals, more structures will be built, and 
the threat will increase.  Further, modern buildings 
are frequently designed with large expanses of 
glass, often for energy efficiency, which greatly 
increases their danger to birds.  
  
Birds are vital to human well-being.  They provide a 
number of ecosystem services, so their loss is our 
loss.  For example, birds are vital to seed dispersal 
and plant pollination.  They also reduce the 
numbers of insect pests, saving on crop losses and 
lessening the need for pesticides.  Birds strengthen 
the resiliency of ecosystems, and are a vital part of 
our culture—a source of pleasure, inspiration and 
beauty. 
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