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I N the early years of the present 
century William James, the psy
chologist and philosopher, pub-

lished a popular essay under the title, 
"The Energies of Men." For some years 
after its publication this essay created 
great and wide-spread interest, especially 
among educators, but of late its message 
has been somewhat neglected or disre
garded. At a restless and disturbed time 
like this, full of pessimism and vague 
fears, it may be well to recall some of the 
teachings of this sane and clear-eyed 
philosopher. 

The achievements of men, mental and 
physical, are brought about by a happy 
combination or coalescence of native en
dowment and energy, or driving power. 
These two elements, however, are not al
ways combined in the most effective pro
portions. A man with a fine physique may 
be so sluggish or lethargic that there is no 
drive behind his muscular activities. Sim
ilarly an individual endowed with a brain 
of extra quality may produce nothing, or 
nothing worth while, because of the lack 
of steady and purposeful energy. To 
both of these individuals we are likely to 
attach the opprobrious epithet "lazy." 

On the other hand there are cases of 
men with puny and sickly bodies who, 
through the driving power of energy, have 
made themselves over into robust and cap
able athletes. An example in point was 
the elder Theodore Roosevelt. In like 
manner men of mediocre talents through 
the same means have surpassed competi
tors of superior mental ability in the quan
tity and quality of work produced. We 
speak of such men as dynamic, as ambi
tious, as aggressive, as pugnacious or bel
ligerent; as a matter of fact, they are 
driven constantly by an inward urge to 
make the most of their possibilities, to 
reach the outermost perimeter of their 
latent powers. Naturally, the best com
bination is one in which the supply of en
ergy is commensurate with the native 
equipment of mental or physical capacity. 

Human energy is a mysterious, potent, 
intangible and evanescent manifestation of 
power. Its sources are buried deep in 
the secret recesses of human nature and 
personality. Little is known of its causes, 
though the ductless glands are suspected 
to be concerned. Like the wind, it blow
eth where it listeth and no man knows 
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whence it comes or whither it goes. In 
some it comes like an explosive force; in 
others it burns like a steady flame. 

Now, energy is the steam in the boiler, 
the electro-motive force in the dynamo. 
The finest of locomotive$ is a useless mass 
of metal unless steam lis applied to the 
driving wheels. The l~test and most effi
cient dynamo can do no work unless there 
is current in the wires. The wheels will 
not turn, the lamps will not glow, without 
the application of energy. So some men, 
endowed with fine natural equipment are 
relatively static, gripped and enmeshed 
with the fine cobweb strands of passivity. 
Others with mediocre gifts are perpetually 
straining at the leash, burning with the 
zeal for accomplishment. The ideal is at
tained in the man of large natural gifts 
harnessed to adequate and indomitable 
driving power. 

THE pitiful t~ing is that many 
people, perh~ps the great ma
jority, do dot use effectively 

the energy that they have for either 
physical or mental tasks. One illus
tration will suffice. A group of run
ners is engaged in a long-distance race. 
Half way to the finish one man is obvi
ously spent. His eye is glassy; his face 
is pale; his breath comes in gasps; his 
legs are tottering. But a few minutes 
later we notice him again. And what a 
transformation! He is running strongly 
and easily and all evidences of fatigue 
have disappeared. What has happened? 
The spectators will tell you he has got 
his second wind. Wha has really hap
pened is that unconscio sly he has tapped 
his reserve store of ener y. Everyone has 
had the experience som time in his life 
of being confronted su denly by a crisis 
and of meeting the emer ency with such a 
display of power and vit lity as astonished 
even himself. And his intimates say in 
amazement, "Why, I di n't know he had 
it in him!" 

As a matter of fact, ost men, it may 
be safely said, travel t rough life using 
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only the upper half or even third of their 
available vital energy. They have not 
learned to draw upon their hidden and 
submerged resources. This is particularly 
true in the realm of the mind. The in
telligence quotient does not tell the whole 
story. There are other factors, and among 
these possibly the most important is the 
driving power that can be put back of the 
mental processes. We must think of our 
mental currents in terms not only of am
perage but also of voltage. In matters of 
the intellect we must cultivate intensity 
as well as power. It is the vice of many 
of our adult students to attack their studies 
and to do their thinking in feeble or 
desultory fashion and not with the con
centrated drive of their whole mental en
ergy. The energy is there and may be 
tapped. One may habituate oneself to 
working regularly on the upper three
fourths of his powers instead of the upper 
third. 

We may summarize as follows: Nature 
has supplied human beings with reservoirs 
of energy for driving the mental and 
physical machinery. This energy is con
stantly drawn upon and replenished. Men 
tend to adopt a normal rate at which they 
consume energy, and this may be called 
the tempo of their lives. The remainder 
of their actually available energy is kept 
in reserve. According to James, men do 
not capitalize as they should on their avail
able resources of driving power. One man 
drives his car regularly across country at 
thirty miles an hour; another man just as 
regularly drives at forty. The car may be 
capable of eighty. So with human power. 

Why not quicken the tempo a little? 
Why not work with more voltage? This 
is not a plea for working continuously at 
the limit of one's capacity. Therein lies 
the danger of premature exhaustion. But 
there is now too wide a margin of safety. 
There is no true economy in setting the 
pace at only one-half one's vital energy. 
A steady pace of two-thirds or even three
fourths would still leave ample reserves. 
By practice and concentration one may 
learn to expend his forces effectively and 
yet economically and thus to attain 
achievements worthy of his potential ca
pacity. No one should be content with 
less than his best, and the best demands 
the lavish and unstinted expenditure of 
his powers. 
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Democracy and Adult Education 
Democracy or the doctrine of popular 

sovereignty as set forth in the Declara
tion of Independence by Thomas J effer
son has been largely accepted by the 
Yr estern world. The Republican state is 
a machine for the purpose of getting 
things for the masses, that is, "the people." 
Alexander Hamilton said, "The people is 
a great beast." But this beast can be 
trained and improved; and if the beast is 
improvable, then ultimately he may be ex
pected to work out a satisfactory mode 
of expression through education. 'Ye who 
believe this accept such crises as the 
present one as a part of the process in 
the upward march of humanity. 

Adult Education, therefore, is based on 
faith-the democratic faith-the American 
faith, if you will-that human progress 
must come about through mass education. 
It is opposed to the doctrine of the elec
tion of the divine few. On this doctrine 
we ha,·e staked our lives and the happiness 
of our posterity, and on this doctrine we 
must continue to act or else scrap our 
theories of democracy and mass govern
ment. E\·en though Ortega-y-Gassett may 
say that mass control is a failure, though 
we may agree with Spengler that Western 
Civilization is declining, we still cling to 
the faith that we can rebuild it better on 
the ruins if we have an enlightened mass 
humanity. 

Our nation was created as a protest 
against aristocratic ecclesiastical and 
commercial privilege. As a nation 
we conquered natural forces through sci
entific education of the masses. Social 
and economic privilege we have yet to 
overcome in some degree. It must be 
done with the deeper purpose akin to the 
nature of morals and religion and deal 
with the better life itself. Our western 
philosophy is not that life is the object 
of life, but that the good life is the object 
of life, and to live a good life we have to 
be taught how to live so that we may 
get the most out of it. In the language of 
Rex Tugwell, "To Asia's argument that 
the womb is man's only weapon against 
the Universe we answer that living and 
achieving constitute our strategy. 'Ve 
form our western tactics on that faith." 
It is the sort of faith the settlers brought 
to Jamestown and Plymouth Rock. It is 

the way of HYing sought by the :Method
ists in Georgia, the Quakers in Pennsyl
vania and the Catholics in Marvland, the 
~1ormons in Illinois and Utah.· It made 
them bra\·e deserts and storms and savages 
and wild beasts that they might rear and 
educate their children in the good life 
with self-respect and then grow old in 
reasonable comfort and peace of mind, 
even as you and I and other teachers some
tim~s fear we may not. 'Ve as a mass 
people have never departed entirely from 
this ambition, and when we are accused 
of living for material things, those who 
make the accusation see onlv the sur
face trends and are blind to. the under
current. 

The crisis of 19::?9 was a protest against 
the blockade to the wav of life. The 
eruptions that have occur~ed since are the 
struggles of an affronted people to get 
back to the good life. .Just now the world 
is struggling to adapt itself to this soeial 
ethic, the good life for the individual as 
the end and purpose of civilization. To 
aid in charting the course and speed the 
victory of humanity in the struggle for 
life, men have prescribed education :md 
more education for themseh·es. With all 
our getting we have at last awakened to 
the fact that we must get wisdom. The 
adult education movement is but one phase 
of this effort to acquire quickly enough 
wisdom to save the mass man from utter 
self-destruction through his own ignorance 
of social, economic, moral, political and 
religious principles. 

Too Old? 
"Are you going to school yet?" and, 

"Will you never stop studying?" and, 
"I should think four years of the univer
sity would be enough,'; and, "Do you want 
to go to school all your life?" and, and, ...... 
are some of the questions hurled at an 
adult by misunderstanding individuals. 

In answering such questions, one's con
clusion can be stated simply: "Education 
is a life process," but his reasons for his 
belief are many. First of all, four years 
of university work is just a beginning. 
It gives one a deeper appreciation for 
learning and for the search of the true 
and the beautiful. It is the impetus for 
progress. Consequently, one could not 
stop at graduation day, for he has only 
laid the foundation. The rest of life 
must be given to the building above the 
foundation, a layer today and a layer 
tomorrow, and only at the end of a life 
well lived is the structure complete. If 
one stops at the base and builds no more, 
that which was begun will "mold and dust 
away." There will be retrogression in
stead of progression. 

If you have built castles in the air, your 
work need not be lost; that is where they 
should be. ~ow put the foundations under 
them."-Thoreau, Walden, or Life in the 
Woods. 
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Notice of Registration 
Registration for first semester extension 

classes is scheduled from l\londav Sep
tember 16, to Saturday, October 5." 'After 
October 5 a late registration fee will be 
charged. 

Students may register at any extension 
office or by mail. The office in the Admin
istration Building will be open from 8:30 
a.m. to 8:30 p.m., except Saturdavs from 
September 16 to March 6. Oth~r 'offices 
listed in the bulletin will be open until 
8:30 p.m. from September 23 to Octo
ber 5. 

English Placement Tests 
Students who expect to register for 

~reshman Composition must take the Eng
hsh Placement Tests to be given accord
ing to the following schedule: 
7:30, Friday, September 27, Room 110, 

Folwell Hall, Campus 
7:30, Friday, September 27, Room 200, 

St. Paul Extension Center 
7:30, Friday, October 4, Room 110, Fol

well Hall, Campus 

Students Receive Certificates 
at June Commencement 

At the sixty-third annual commence
ment of the University of Minnesota held 
on the evening of June 17, 1935, a stu
dent was presented for a degree who had 
done practically all his work through ex
tension· cfasses. ::\fr. Karl Koehn, 556 
Dayton Avenue, St. Paul, employed in the 
offices of the Great Xorthern Railwav 
Company, registered for his first exte;
sion class in 1922. Since that time, with 
the exception of one year when he was ill, 
l\Ir. Koehn registered continually for eve~ 
ning classes. 

After several years )I r. Koehn realized 
that he must h;ve accumulated a great 
number of credits, perhaps almost enough 
for a degree. On looking into the mat
ter. he found that he was very close to 
fulfilling requirements for a college de
gree. He continued his evening classes, 
was granted nine credits in History bv 
special examination, and was giv~n ~ 
bachelor's degree, cum laude, from the 
University College in June. 

::\I r. Koehn is the first student to earn 
a degree almost entirely through exten
sion courses. He has never been regis
tered for a day class at the Unh·ersity. 

Students receiving ninety-credit certifi
cates were as follows: Warren Wilfred 
.Johnson and Edward .James McCann, 
Business; Francis A. Anderson, Engineer
ing; and :Margaret Hoffiander, Liberal 
Education. 

Forty-five credit certificates were pre
sented to Eva P. Tavlor and William 
Smith Greene, Accounti~g; and to ~or bert 
Xavier Brinkhaus, George Brambilla, 
Olga Dorothy Sigfrid, William Harold 
Dingley, and Delwyn Frank :McNamara, 
Business. 
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Former University Extension 
Student Becomes Head of 

Bacteriology at Nebraska 
Several years ago a young man named 

Willard F. Gunderson came from a small 
town in Iowa to Minneapolis where he 
found a job in a downtown laboratory. 
W~ile working there, he was determined 
to become a student at the University. 
Learning of the college courses which the 
University offers through the Extension 
Division, Mr. Gunderson registered for 
several evening classes in the years 
1924-25 and 1925-26. 

Then, having fonnd the field that inter
ested him the most, he registered in day 
classes and took his Bachelor's degree in 
Agriculture and Biochemistry. But after 
getting his degree, he stayed on at the 
University continuing his studies toward a 
Doctor's degree in Bacteriology. Aware 
of his excellence as a student and as a 
teacher, the Department of Bacteriology 
retained him as an assistant and instructor 
until he could be placed in an unusually 
fine position. For the General Extension 
Division l\Ir. Gunderson organized and 
taught evening classes ·in Bacteriology, 
and thus made the Extension Division at 
Minnesota one of the few extension divi
sions in the country that have ever in
cluded Bacteriology in their offerings. 

Now after three years, Mr. Gunderson 
goes to Omaha as Head of the Depart
ment of Bacteriology in the Medical School 
of the University of Nebraska. It is 
gratifying to think that it was in our eve
ning classes he made the start toward this 
splendid goal. 

WLB Radio Talks Receive 
Comment in Danish Newspapers 

Evidence that listeners over WLB are 
interested and stimulated by the radio 
talks is borne out by the fact· that Danish 
people in America who had heard Mr. 
Irving W. Jones' discussions of the Danish 
Folk High School wrote about them to 
their home schools in Ribe, Denmark. Re
marks concerning Mr. Jones' radio talks 
appeared in the Ribe St!fts-Tidende. 

New 16 mm. Films 
The following 16 mm. films are being 

added to the film library. They ha\·e 
been selected from such series as the East
man Teaching Films; the U fa Films, unex
celled in the field of Nature Study and 
Geography; and the Pathe-Harvard. series 
on Nature Study and World Geography. 

Cotton Growing 
Kew England Fisheries, Cod 
Peru 
Pueblo Dwellers 
Rubber 
:Modern Football Fundamentals 
Adventures of Peter 
Behavior of Light 
.Jungle Giants 
Finland 
.Japan 
Bits of Africa 

Houmania 
ltalv ' 
Ab,;ssinia : 
Battling Shrimps ! 

Egypt, Cradle of Civilization 
Fighting Lobsters f 
Festival of Kavirondo-Land 
How Our Eves Deceive Us 
Just Babies· 
Life in a Drop of Water 
:Magnetism 
Rome, the Eternal City 
R. P. :M. 
Sea Urchins 
Sea Hare and the Atlanta 
Through the Kaleidos1:ope 
Calcutta 
Tropical Nights 
Animal Camouflage 
Ants-Nature's Craft&men 
Baby Song Birds at Mealtime 
Bre'r Rabbit and His Pals 
Honevmakers 
:\1olltiscs 
Our Four-footed Helpers 
Birds of Prev 
:Monarch of the Air 
The Stork 
A Four-footed Dancer 
Through Diver's E_,·es 
What a Deep Sea Diver Sees 
The Cuttle Fish 
The Crab Milliner 
The Prowling Hedgehog 
Strange Playmates 
Riding to the Hounds 
:Mount Etna on Fire 
Insect Engineers 
The Mosquito 
The Spider Web 
The Evolution of a Butterfly 
Living Cell 
Stream of Life 
Castles in the Air (Hornets) 
:Man-Eating Sharks 
A Peculiar Pair of Pups 
Jeweled Daughters of the Air-Butterflies 
Camouflaged Death Traps 
A Heal Rodeo 
Fighters of the Deep 
Fish for Two 
The Classic Centaur 
The Skating Fire Brigade 
Desert Geese 
Trapping the Fox 
Tigers of the North 
Ringling Bros. Rivals (Our Gang) 
Felix in Fain·land 
Silken Cocoons 
:\1onarch of the Glen 

How Is Leisure Used? 
~Iaybe it was Aesop who said "Time is 

)Ioney," maybe someone nearer our own 
generation. Somehow the remarks seems 
to smack of a latter-dav taste for coin of 
the realm. No matter: Whoever said it 
said something apt, only the remark does 
not go far enough. Time is money. 
Agreed. Time is more than money. Time 
is everything. It is the raw material out 
of which life is carved. 

A man's day may be roughly divided 
into three parts-wor , leisure, sleep. 
Part one is often diffi ult to regulate. 
Part three takes care of itself. Part two 
is what concerns us m st here. If the 
work we do is unsatisfying, leisure gives 
us, at least, the opport mity to prepare 
ourseh·es for something etter. But sup
pose we admit that few an reach or e\·en 
approach the ideal in work. There is a 
much greater chance to a proach ideals in 
leisure.,. This is our own time. Our work
ing hours are at the diJposal of an em-
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ployer. 'Ve ourselves are the employers 
of leisure. Thus, the shape or pattern of 
life often becomes largely a matter of how 
we use what is loosely called "spare time." 

Strangely enough, millions of people 
overlook this apparently simple and ele
mentary fact. As far as accomplishment 
is concerned, their day is done when the 
whistle blows. "Nothing to do till to
morrow" is the slogan. Aimless recrea
tion follows. Yet, most of these people 
have vague ambitions of one sort or an
other. The time when these ambitions 
might be set in motion is the leisure time. 
By ignoring this use of leisure the best in 
life is tossed aside like an old newspaper. 
Such waste of time might be more readily 
justified if it led to contentment. On the 
contrarv, no one is more bored with him
self or .leads a duller existence than the 
person who has no program for his after
working hours. 

~Iodern "civilization" has produced a 
long succession of devices for assisting the 
multitude during spare time. The movies. 
The radio. The popular magazine. In 
many ways the newspaper. Their 
promoters, however, have been quick to 
adapt them to profitable rather than to 
cultural purposes. They can hardly be 
blamed for so doing. After all, they are 
serving their own particular purposes by 
taking ad,·antage of the inertia of the 
mass mind. 

Most people do not use time with a 
purpose. They drift with it. INSTEAD 
OF ~fAKING LIFE, THEY PERMIT 
IT TO HAPPEN. Their conversation is 
of yesterday and their thoughts of tomor
row. Manv of the ancients were wiser. 
"Carpe die~," meaning "Seize the day," 
was the advice of Horace two thousand 
years ago. Make the most of today is the 
sense of this expression. Forget yester
day, for yesterday is gone. Dismiss to
morrow. Tomorrow is never here. Live 
today ! Grasp the fleeting moment by the 
forelock and USE IT NOW. Let it slip 
by and it is out of your grasp forever. 

In the first paragraph, I said time was 
the element out of which life is carved. 
I was thinking of the marble out of which 
sculptors carve their works of art. In 
a sense, each of us is a sculptor. Day by 
day we hammer away at the marble which 
is time. Chip by chip it falls at our feet. 
The outline of a statue first appears rough, 
almost formless. Indeed, it is never 
wholly finished. To the last hour we ap
ply the chisel. At length the hand relaxes 
and life is done. The statue is our life's 
work. It is the result of what we have 
done with time. If we have lived beauti
fully, it is beautiful. If we have lived 
usefully, the marble figure has, at least, 
a semblance of beauty. If we have lived 
badly, aimlessly, carelessly, our handi
work reflects the misuse of the primal ma
terial gh·en us-Time. 

From Adult Life Enrichment, Massa
chusetts Deparlment of Education, 
DiYision of University Extension. 
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From a long theme written by an eve
ning student in Composition V come the 
following excerpts. 

Young Naturalists 
When I was a boy, I was fond of 

everything that was wild, and all my life 
I have been growing fonder and fonder 
of wild places and wild creatures. Un
fortunately, around my native town on the 
Dakota prairie, there was a lack of wild
ness, for most of the land lay in smooth 
cultivation. However, with red-blooded 
playmates, wild as myself, I loved to 
wander in the fields, to hear the birds sing, 
and to wonder at the works of nature. 

When I was nearing my ninth birthday, 
my father decided to sell his business and 
to start farming in northern Minnesota. 
What great news that was to my brother 
and me ! We were to live in a country 
that was much wilder than that to which 
we were accustomed. We dreamed of 
Indians and wild beasts, for we had heard 
that our future home was near a large 
wood. Nor were we disappointed, for 
we found that a veritable wilderness 
awaited us. The "Black Forest" that 
bordered our farm on three sides was 
as new and held as many dangers for 
us, we thought, as did the whole American 
continent for its early explorers. 

This sudden plash into pure wildness
this baptism in Nature's warm heart-how 
utterly happy it made us ! Oh, that Min
nesota wilderness! Everything new and 
clean in the very prime of spring when 
Nature's pulses were beating highest and 
keeping time with our own! Nature 
streaming into us, wooingly teaching her 
glowing lessons, so unlike the dismal gram
mar ashes and cinders long thrashed into 
us. 

At first we were afraid of snakes, but 
soon we learned that most of them were 
harmless. The only venomous species 
seen on our farm were the rattlesnake and 
the copperhead, one of each; but we heard 
of several seen on the limestone hills 
eight or ten miles distant. Brother Ed 
saw the rattler, reporting that he had seen 
a snake that made a queer, buzzy noise 
with its tail. Together we discovered the 
copperhead when we were ploughing, and 
at the first long, fixed, half-charmed, ad
miring stare at him we felt that he was a 
really dangerous fellow. Every fibre of 
his strong, lithe, quivering body, his bur
nished copper-colored head, and above all, 
his fierce, able eyes seemed to be over
flowing with deadly power and bidding 
us beware. And yet it is only fair to 
say that this terrible, beautiful reptile 
showed no disposition to hurt us until 
we threw clods at him and tried to head 
him off from a log fence into which he 
was trying to escape. Looking us in the 
eyes after a moment's pause, he probably 
saw that we were afraid, for he came 
straight at us, snapping, drove us out of 
his way, and won his fight. 
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Out on the open sandy hills there were 
many thick, burly blow snakes, the kind 
that puff themselves up and hiss. Our 
hired man declared that their breath was 
poisonous and that we must not go near 
them. A handsome ringed species, com
mon in damp, shady places, was, he told 
us, the most wonderful of all the snakes, 
for if it were chopped into pieces, how
ever small, the fragments would wriggle 
themselves together again, and the re
stored snake would go on about its busi
ness as if nothing had happened. The 
commonest kinds were the slender striped 
species of the meadows and streams, good 
swimmers that lived mostly on frogs. 

Once I observed one of the larger ones, 
about two feet long, pursuing a frog in 
our meadow, and it was wonderful to see 
how fast the legless, footless, wingless. 
finless hunter could move. The frog, of 
course, knew its enemy and was making 
desperate efforts to escape to the water 
and hide in the marsh mud. He was a 
sleek, yellow, muscular fellow and was 
springing over the tall grass in wide
arching jumps. The green-striped snake, 
gliding swiftly and steadily, was keeping 
the frog in sight and, had I not interfered, 
would probably have tired out the poor 
jumper. Then, while digesting and en
joying his meal, the happy snake might 
himself be swallowed, frog and all, by a 
hawk. 

Sometimes, to our astonishment, the 
smaller snakes were attacked by our hens, 
who pursued and pecked away at them un
til thev had killed and devoured them, 
often quarreling over the division of the 
spoil, though it was not easily divided. 

We watched the swift-darting dragon
flies, wild bees, butterflies, wasps, and 
beetles, and soon learned to distinguish 
between those that pinch or sting and 
those that might be safely handled. We 
were great admirers of the little black 
water-bugs. Their whole lives seemed to 
be play, skimming, swimming, swirling, 
and waltzing together in little groups on 
the edge of the lake or in the meadow 
springs, dancing to music we could never 
hear. The long-legged skaters, too, seemed 
wonderful fellows, shuffiing about on top 
of the water with little air bubbles like 
little bladders under their hairy feet; 
and we wished that we might be shod in 
the same way to enable us to skate on the 
lake in summer as well as in winter. Not 
less wonderful were the boatmen, swim
ming on their backs, pulling themselves 
along with a pair of oar-like legs. . . 

Great was our delight when father gave 
us permission to go boating, and never 
shall I forget our first sail over the gradu
ally deepening water, the sunbeams pour
ing through it revealing strange plants 
covering the bottom, and the fish coming 
about us, staring in wonder as if the boat 
were a strange, monstrous fish. The water 
was so clear that it was almost invisible, 
and when we floated slowly over the plants 

and fishes, we seemed to be miraculouslv 
sustained in the air while silently explo;
ing a veritable fairyland. 

Gradually we learned something of the 
inhabitants of the lake-pickerel, sunfish, 
black bass, perch, shiners, pumpkin-seeds, 
and ducks, loons, turtles, and muskrats. 
We saw sunfish making their nests in little 
openings in the rushes where the water 
was only a few feet deep, ploughing and 
shoving away the soft gray mud with their 
noses, like pigs, forming round bowls five 
or six inches in depth and about two feet 
in diameter, in which their eggs were de
posited. And with what beautiful, un
wearied devotion they watched and hovered 
over them and chased away the prowling 
spawn-eating enemies that ventured within 
a rod or two of the precious nest ! 

The pickerel we found to be a savage 
fish endowed with marvelous strength and 
speed. It would lie on the lake bottom 
in wait for its prey motionless as a water
logged stick, watching every moving thing 
with fierce, hungry eyes. Often when we 
were fishing over the edge of the boat, a 
pickerel that we had not seen would come 
like a bolt of lightning and seize our 
catch before we could get it into the boat. 
The very first pickerel that I ever caught 
jumped into the air to seize a small fish 
dangling on my line, and, missing its aim, 
fell plump into the boat as if it had drop
ped from the sky. . . . . . . 

LESLIE H. HovE. 

"The necessary conclusion is that adult 
education must not be regarded as a lux
ury for a few exceptional persons here 
and there, nor as a thing which concerns 
only a short span of early manhood, but 
that adult education is a permanent na
tional necessity, an inseparable aspect of 
citizenship, and therefore should be both 
universal and life-long." 

-Adult Education Committee, British 
Ministry of Reconstruction. 

Entered as sectmd class matter October ~. 19!6, 
at the post office in Minneapolis, Minn., under 
the Act of August '!4, 1912. 
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The Psychology of Dealing With People 

SCCCESSFUL living necessitates ability to 
deal with people. In our personal strivings 

and in our attempts to help others we need to 
be adept at getting people to respond favorably 
to us and to our suggestions. This is especially 
true in an intricate social order. As our rela
tionships with other persons grow in complexity, 
proficiency in handling people becomes increas
ingly important. Today, we feel a constant need 
for being versed in the science and skilled in 
the art of influencing others. From psychology 
we derive methods and techniques for doing so. 
Thus we are interested in the psychology of 
dealing with people because it makes us more 
effective in our human relationships. 

With the extension of our relations with 
other persons, there is not only an increasing 
need for our being able to proceed psycholog
ically in dealing with others, but also a grow
ing danger of our being deceived by those who 
use psychological information for wrong pur
poses. \Ve become more vulnerable as our 
dealings with other persons become more com
plex. Many people today are being gross.y 
misled by self-seeking individuals who use psy
chology with sinister motives. Swindlers are 
extracting millions of dollars from the public 
each year in the sale of useless things, worth
less securities, and ineffective or even harmful 
"remedies." They accomplish their objectives 
through the use of deceptive methods which 
they call "sales strategy." Exploiters hold out 
false hopes to their victims, and so cause them 
to give time and energy in vain. Proselytizers 
in religion frequently draw in heavy collections 
by pandering to man's spiritual inclinations. 
Unscrupulous politicians often gain the sup
port of the public through artifice. There have 
been many occasions in which "government by 
the people'' was a misnomer for "government 
by the demagogue with the sanction of the 
people." In the whole realm of human rela
tionships there are unprincipled individuals who. 
through the misapplication of information re
garding human nature, cunningly victimize other 
persons. Since man is thus extensiveh· be
guiled, he must be fortified against the 'abuse 
of psychology as well as qualified to use it 
for the accomplishment of acceptable ends. 

Adequate protection against the unprincipled 
use of information pertaining to human nature 
cannot be afforded through legislation. Mal
practice in influencing people is too elusive to 
be outlawed. Attempts to prevent deception by 
legislating against it have been made only in 
regard to commercial abuses, and have met with 
disappointing results. 

One can, however. be safeguarded against 
the wiles of designing persons by becoming 
informed as to the means bv which human 
behavior is influenced. Such 'information en
ables one to analyze the methods of others 
and thereby detect selfish motives that mav be 
couched in intriguing language. An understand
ing of how the self-seeker lays snares for the 
unwary is the surest protection against being 
victimized. 

Thus we have a two-fold interest in the psy
chology of dealing with people. We desire in
formation pertaining thereto, in the first place, 
because such information makes us more effec
tive in our human relationships, and, in the sec-

By WENDELL WHITE 

lVendell H'hitc, Ph.D. is Assista11t Professor 
of Psychology 011 the Ge11era/ Extensio11 Diz•i
siDiz facult}'. This article is a11 abridgme11t of 
the introduction of a book written by him, 
which will be pub.'ished soo11 wzder the title. 
THE PSJ'CHOLOGY OF DEALING WITH 
PEOPLE. It is pri11ted here with the permis
sioll of the publishers. The M acmillall Compa11y. 

ond place, because it strengthens our defense 
against being ensnared. There is avai1able much 
helpful literature pertaining to the psychology 
of dealing with people. It consists of reports 
of scientific invest1gations, of recorded pro
cedures of some of the great leaders of human
ity, and of accounts of contemporary practices 
in the work-a-day world. 

The basic principle of the psychology of deal
ing with people is that man has certain fulllfa
menta/ wauts, frequently called instincts. cra\·
ings, desires, motives, or needs, that constitute 
the prime mo·vers oi all of his behavior. This 
view that man's basic wants furnish the impetu> 
for all of his activity, has long been recognized 
and repeatedly emphasized in psychology. 
Thorndike and Gates express the prevalence of 
this view when they say, "According to modern 
psychology, all human activity is initiated and 
sustained by some urge. craving, desire, or 
want." 

APPLICATIOJ\S of this principle that be
havior is an expression of fundamental 

cravings are being made extensively in fore
most fields of activity. In the commercial 
world, all methods of selling are grounded in 
man's primary wants. They consist in getting 
the customer to regard the making of a pur
chase as a means of gratifying basic desires. 
The effective sa.esman does not sell automobiles. 
furs, tooth paste, or oranges; he sells prestige, 
beauty, health, or pleasant taste. 

Likewise, in education. methods are formulated 
with regard for the individual's fundamental 
wants. Many teachers are skillfully coupling 
the school's objective with the child's interests. 
This tendencv to devise methods in harmom· 
with the learner's native desires is due large!;· 
to the influence of John Dewey and many other 
leaders in education who have repeatedly con
tended that at all stages in the process of educa
tion we must consider the individual's wants. 

The wants influencing behavior are complex 
and variable. Seldom can a given response be 
attributed to a sing:e motive. and seldom can its 
recurrence. in the same or in other individuals, 
be ascribed to the same combination of wants. 
Statements to the contrary seem to be exag
gerations of the part played by a particular 
want. and an over-simplification of the whole 
subject of human motivati<rl. 

Our failure in va:ious l fe ~ituati'?ns to get 
others to comply with ou w1shes 1s due, in 
some cases, to the fact that we do not kno\\· 
what man's basic wants are; in more cases it 
is clue to a lack of understanding of the driv
ing and persistent nature of these wants; and 
in still more cases it is due to a lack of know!-

edge as to how to proceed in appealing to 
these wants. A study of methods of dealing 
with others should prove informative on all 
of these points. 

The want for a feeling of personal worth 
will serve as an illustration. This want is uni
versal, and gives a powerful impetus to activity 
in a wide range of situations. It is one of 
the most important human drives. To be eftec
tive in our relationships with other persons we 
must understand the influence of this want upon 
the behavior of man. Such knowledge consti
tutes one of the major controls of human beings. 
\Vithout it we can seldom be successful in 
dealing with people. 

THE importance of regarding another's de
sire for feelings of personal worth is 

widely realized, as is revealed in the common 
statement that one must be diplomatic, for di
plomacy is largely a matter of using methods 
that are gratifying to this want. It appears 
that what is needed primarily is not exhortation 
to appeal to this want, but instruction in meth
ods of procedure. 

\Ve can make either positive or negative ap
peals to the want for a feeling of personal 
worth. Making positive appeals consists in 
addressing a person in a manner that either 
spares or furthers his pride, and in suggesting 
a course of action that will serve as a means 
of attaining a feeling of personal worth. Mak
ing negative appeals to this want consists in 
creating in the individual fear that unless he 
does certain things or ref rains from doing 
other things he will lose prestige. 

No sweeping generalization regarding the 
relative merits of positive and negative appeals 
in getting a particular response can be made, 
because these methods are not equally suitable 
in all cases. They can be evaluated only in 
relation to specific situations. Moreover, in 
appraising positive and negative appeals we 
must do so not only from the standpoint of 
their effectiveness in getting a particular de
sired reaction, but also from the standpoint 
of their effects on wrongdoing, peculiar behavior 
and mental health. 

Not all persons can attain the same degree 
of success in attempting to persuade others by 
giving them feelings of personal worth. There 
are. on the one hand, those individuals who are 
so prone to emphasize their own importance. 
and who are so envious of others who enjoy 
feelings of self-regard, that they cannot act 
naturally when attempting to further the pride 
of others. Their insincerity is easily detected. 
and. when apparent. causes much resentment. 
Some of the most ingenious can disguise hypoc
risy with subtlety. but they can ordinarily do 
so for only a short time. 

There are, on the other hand, persons who 
have strong feelings of generosity-who enjoy 
seeing their fellows experiencing self-regard. 
and who do not think first of chiseling a monu
ment to themselves out of even· human rela
tionship. Such persons are recognized as being 
sincere when providing another with feelings 
of personal worth. They are among those who 
are called "born" psychologists. They are suc
cessful because their magnanimity is genuine. 
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Democracy and Education 
There is a truth underlying the principles of 

democratic government and democratic educa
tion, which (obvious as it should be) is fre
quently ignored. Irwin Edman in a recent 
article expresses it thus: "Democracy taken 
seriously im·olves the assumption that genuinely 
iree institutions nourish, liberate. and cultivate 
personality. It involves the further assumption 
that there are, barring a marginal subnormal 
few, the materials in everyone for the making 
of personality:· 

If Adult Education, or any education is to 
be of service to the world, it must concern itself 
vigorously with these materials. It must dis
cover them where they are not easily apparent. 
It must deal with them deftly and gently. It 
is not so much mass education in which we as 
a democratic nation believe, as individual edu
cation for the many. 

Fishing 
For reasons which the initiated will find read

ily comprehensible, we number among our favo
ite acquaintances certain practitioners o i the 
most philosophic of all sports, angling. They 
are sound men. all of them. One, a skilled 
craftsman during business hours, and an honest 
fisherman in his spare time, explained to us 
(although we needed no explanation) why he 
preferred plug casting to the kind of fishing 
v~·hich involves a long cane pole. Said he, "I 
hke to work for the fish I get." 

Another brother of this company is a mem
ber of the university faculty. and no less an 
honest fisherman for that. He too likes to work 
for the fish he gets. "You may not," he savs. 
"catch as many fish by casting, but those ;ou 
do catch are big ones." Now, both these hon
est men work hard for the fish they catch. but 
the Professor catches more fish than anv man 
we ever knew. He is a scientist, not onlv dur
ing business hours, but during all hour;. He 
has no spare time. 

A Rime in Time 
Perhaps no solecism is more frequent than 

the misuse of lie and lay. Christopher Morley 
once wrote the following verse as an aid to 
straightening out the use of the two verbs. 

Lie and lay offer slips to the pen 
That have bothered most excellent men: 

You may say that you lay 
In bed yesterday ; 

If you do it today, you're a hen. 

"If we have 'stuck' in a book, or if we have 
simply forgotten to go on with it, we ought to 
have the courage of our personal experience, 
and never be enthusiastic about that book again. 
For us there is something vitally wrong about 
that book, whatever its reputation. So doing, 
we should perform a useful sanitary function 
in literature. Many dead books remain un
buried and offend the air simply because we 
dishonestly pretend that they are alive and 
kicking." 

-Arnold Bennett, Things That H m·e Inter
ested Jfc. 

The Interpreter 

The Interpreter Suggests 
. JI ost men have leanzcd to read to ser·ve .a paltry com·enience,_ as they have learned to cipher 
zn order to keep accounts and not be cheated m trade; but of readmg as a noble intellectual exer
CISe they know little or nothing. 

I F education is to be a lifelong process it must 
certainly be a process which involves not only 

the formal work of classes and lectures, but the 
independent discovery of books and the happy 
reading of them. \Ve say happy reading because 
we believe that little good can come from the 
reading of a book which the reader does not 
enjoy. We stipulate independent discovery be
cause the books so met with are most certain to 
be happily read. 

But most of us feel, with George \Vither, 
"that unless we are directed by some artist, we 
shall spend half our age before we find authors 
which are worth reading."' What we need are 
guides who will lead us gently to the realms 
wherein we may make our own discoveries. 
To that end The Interpreter herewith tries a 
new experiment. We shall print each month 
the titles of certain books, suggested by various 
members of the university staff. We do not 
say, "you ought to read these." We merely 
suggest them as sign-posts on the road to ex
plorable territorv. Each month some of the 
books will be ass-ociated with the leading article. 
This month Mr. White suggests three books 
dealing with the general field of psychology. 

The editor invites your comments on this 
experiment. 

Recent Fiction 
LUCY GAYHEART. By Willa Cather. 

("She shows us what the novel can be, aud 
a·hat it so seldom is.") 

MR. PINKERTON GROWS A BEARD. 
Bv David Frome. 
(A lll)'Stery stor:y. But n•e do not apologize.) 

Knowledge and Thinking 
"Throughout all these activities in which you 

are engaged in this University there is the 
double motive of acquiring knowledge and 
learning to think truly. The latter is the more 
important task. The greatest service this or 
any university can render the modern world is 
to discharge well this duty which is laid upon 
it, and to send forth year after year genera
tions of young men and women who have not 
only a stock of ideas, but minds which turn on 
the poles of truth. Ability to read is not syn
onymous with ability to reflect on what is read. 
Education that has merely taught people to 
follow a syllogism, without enabling them to 
detect a fallacy, has left them in constant peril. 
And as with -the fallacy, so wjth its near relation, 
the half-truth. For, though it has been accepted 
through the ages that half a loaf is better than 
no bread, half a truth is not only not better 
than no truth, it is worse than many lies, and 
the slave of lies and half-truths is ignorance. 
Ignorance, static and inert, is bad, but igno
rance in motion, as Goethe once observed, is the 
most terrible force in nature, for it may de
stroy in its passage the accumulated mental 
and material capital of generations."-Stanley 
Baldwin, Prime Minister of Great Britain, in 
his rect~Nial address to the students of Edin
burgh University. Quoted in The Spokesman. 

The young man who has not wept is a savage, 
and the old man who will not laugh is a fool. 

-George Santayana 

The heart of man is of selfe but little, yet 
great things cannot fill it: it is not big enough 
at one meale to satisfie a bird, and yet the whole 
world cannot satisfie it. 
-Thomas Dekker, Four Birds of Noahs Arke 

(1609) 

-Thoreau, Walden 

Novels 
BARCHESTER TOWERS. By Anthony 

Trollope. 
(Quiet, peaceful, intimate.) 

OF HUMAN BONDAGE. By Somerset 
::\faugham. 
(A modern classic.) 

General Reading 
MEN OF ART. By Thomas Craven. 

(For those who are interested in things 
artistic.) 

READING, WRITING, AND REMEM
BERING. By E. V. Lucas. 
("Digression is the better part of annals.") 

MATHEMATICAL RECREATIONS 
AND ESSAYS. By W. W. Rouse Ball. 
( Jf ore fun for the ordinary matl than for 
the mathematician.) 

lntroduc'tion to Psychology 
SEVEN PSYCHOLOGIES. By Edna 

Heidbreder. 
(A fascinatitlg book which holds no ter
rors for the layma11 though it meets with the 
approval of the specialist.) 

DEVELOPMENTAL PSYCHOLOGY. 
By Florence Goodenough. 
(A general introduction to the study of psy
chology.) 

THE PSYCHOLOGY OF INSANITY. 
By Bernard Hart. 
(A classic of literature as well as of psy
cho/om•.) 

Dr. Powell Will Lecture 
Dr. John Walker Powell is planning another 

lecture tour throughout the state this fall, be
ginning in early October and continuing until 
early December. Dr. Powell will be available 
for talks before high schools and teachers col
leges, women's clubs, service clubs, P. T. A.'s, 
and similar organizations, during a period of 
ten weeks beginning October 6. He will ex
pect to speak from one to three times in each 
community, on subjects of vital interest. For 
this service the University asks only a nominal 
fee which may be divided between two or more 
organizations if found desirable. Dr. Powell 
needs no introduction to Minnesota audiences. 
His lectures last fall were received with enthu
siasm. Further information can be obtained by 
writing to the Department of Community 
Service. 

New Film Bulletin 
The Bureau of Visual Instruction announces 

the publication of a new bulletin on films, list
ing about 70 new educational films in the 16 
mm., and about 125 in the 35 mm. In the nar
row width, the films cover General Science, 
Art, Geography, Nature Study, and Sports. 
There are also some miscellaneous films on 
various subjects. 

The Sports films include two reels on basket
ball, two on football, one on tennis (Helen 
Wills) and three on golf. The golf films are 
made by Harry Cooper, who was the winner 
in the recent Keller National Open Golf Tour
nament, when he established what is probably 
a world record in gol£-72 holes in 271, or 17 
below par. The use of all the clubs is illus
trated, with both natural and slow motion. The 
35 mm. films include a number of new features 
and about 50 educational films. 

1 
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Current Problems of 
Government Discussed 

In Extension Classes 
Among the new "Personal Interest" classes 

offered this year are two which are particu
larly significant in modern American life. 
These are Functions of Government and 
Current Problems in Light of American 
History. 

The first of these, Functions of Govern
ment, is taught by Asher N. Christensen. 
Mr. Christensen will lead his students to ex
amine critically the expansion of governmental 
activities in the present order. The aim of the 
course is to enable the students to determine 
for themselves just how far, and in what di
rections, governmental activity should intrude 
into the social system. 

The other course, Current Problems in 
Light of American History, is offered by 
Edward M. Kane. Mr. Kane will present lec
tures on a number of the issues and problems 
that are topics of discussion and controversy 
today. In each case, the aim will be to show 
the roots of each question in our past history 
and to relate it to the social and economic 
changes in our country. Every effort will be 
made to bring the discussions up to date ; and, 
while no study is required, worthwhile books 
and articles in periodicals will be recommended. 
Among the movements and problems to be dis
cussed are: the Supreme Court and the Consti
tution; the Government and Banking; "Sound 
Money" vs. Inflation; Farmer-Debtor Move
ments (agrarian and populist) in American 
History ; Growth of Corporations and Their 
Control by State and Federal Governments; the 
Federal Government and Security Legislation; 
~eutrality in American History ("Can we keep 
out of foreign wars?") ; and Controlled Econ
omy vs. Individualism. 

Curtis Avery Is New Editor 
And Instructor in English 

Extension classes in English, and the editing 
of The Interpreter will this year be under the 
supervision of Curtis E. Avery, who takes the 
position as Instructor in English left vacant 
by the resignation of Miss Mildred Boie, now 
at Smith College. 

:\Ir. Avery has been an instructor in English 
at the University of Minnesota for three years, 
during which time he has taught some Exten
sion courses. Before coming to Minnesota he 
was on the faculty of Stanford University. 
He holds degrees from Pomona College and 
Yale University, and has studied at Columbia 
University and Stanford. Mr. Avery will teach 
Freshman Composition, Freshman Literature, 
and the Introduction to Literature course. In 
addition he will teach the correspondence 
study courses, Advanced Writing I and II. 

Engineering Students Meet 
The consultation group in engineering sub

jects, which proved extremely popular last year, 
met Friday, September 13, for the first time 
this year, again under the direction of Oliver C. 
Edwards, Assistant Professor of Mechanical 
Engineering. More than twenty persons were 
present at the first meeting. 

Mr. Edwards will continue to meet all En
gineering students who have problems of any 
sort connected with the profession, each Fri
day evening at seven o'clock, in Room 136, 
Main Engineering Building. There are no fees. 
Engineering students who have met practical 
problems in their own work may get aid in 
solving their difficulties in this consultation 
gro?p, and may in turn be of help to other 
engineers. 

On page four you will find a list of Exten
sion classes available each day in Minne
apolis and St. Paul. 

---- ----- ------------------------------------------

ATTENrriON! 
All students plannirig to register for 

Freshman Composition must take the 
English Placement Tests. These will be 
given as follows: 
7 :30, Friday, September 27, Room 110, Fol

well Hall, Campus 
7:30, Friday, September 27, Room 200, St. 

Paul Extension Center 
7:30, Friday, October 4, Room 110, Folwell 

Hall, Campus 
The last day for registration without 

a penalty is Saturday, October 5. Students 
may register at any extension office or by 
mail. The office in the Administration Build
ing will be open from 8 :30 a.m. to 8 :30 p.m., 
except Saturdays, from September 16 to 
March 6. Other offices listed in the bulle
tin will be open until 8 :30 p.m. from Sep
tember 23 to October 5. 

Most Unusual New Courses 
Are In Puppetry and Art 

Among the new courses offered by the Ex
tension Division this year are several which may 
prove as newsworthy as the class in Stamp 
Collecting which was offered last year for the 
first time, and which attracted attention 
throughout the country. 

PUPPETRY 

The course in Puppetry, for instance, offered 
bv Deborah S. Meader, is a distinctly unusual 
ciass. Mrs. Meader, who has had wide experi
ence in the art of making specially constructed 
wooden dolls perform on a stage, will teach 
her classes the secrets of this ancient dramatic 
art. The students will learn how to construct 
the marionettes, how to costume them, and how 
to manipulate them by the complicated system 
of strings. Details of lighting and staging of 
marionette plays will also be studied in the 
course. The classes will be limited to twenty 
members. There will be one class offered on 
the campus, and one in St. Paul. 

ART FOR EVERYDAY 

A class in art which allows the students to 
experiment with any art medium, "from finger
painting to sculpture" is another innovation. 
This course is taught by Ray Faulkner. It 
represents a new and very sane attitude toward 
art. The only prerequisite is an interest in art. 
The course does not offer professional or tech
nical training, but it does offer an opportunity 
for those who have always liked to experiment 
with drawing, or clay modelling, or soap carv
ing, to learn the basic principles of art during 
an hour's lecture each week. After this lecture 
period the student may experiment during a 
two-hour laboratory period, applying what he 
has learned to practical work with any medium 
he chooses. One of the most attractive aspects 
of the new course is the fact that anyone may 
enjoy it, no matter how undeveloped his artistic 
ability. 

Mathematics possesses not only truth, but 
suprem~ beauty-a beauty cold and austere, like 
that of sculpture, without ,appeal to any part 
of our weaker nature, yet ~ublimely pure, and 
capable of a stern perfectiqn such as only the 
greatest art can show. Th~ true spirit of de
light. the exaltation, the stlnse of being more 
than man, which is the tou~hstone of the high
est excellence, is to be fo nd in mathematics 
as surely as in poetry. R al life is, to most 
men, a long second-best. a perpetual compro
mise between the ideal and the possible; but 
the world of pure reason knows no compromise, 
no practical limitations, no barrier to the crea
tive activity. 
-Bertrand Russell, The Stud3• of Mathematics 
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New Professional and 
Academic Courses Are 

In Advanced Subjects 
The large percentage of advanced courses 

among the new classes offered this year in the 
professional and academic subjects is an inter
esting commentary in itself on the progress 
which Adult Education is making. 

The Engineering Department, for instance, is 
to give an Advanced Class in Air Condition
ing, a continuation of the elementary course 
which was offered last year for the first 
time. The Elementary Air Conditioning is 
given again this year. In Engineering also 
is found a new Advanced Course in Radio 
Communication for those who are already 
engaged in radio work and wish to gain a more 
thorough technical knowledge. The Advanced 
Air Conditioning will be taught by Axel B. 
Algren, Assistant Professor of Mechanical En
gineering. Carl E. Swanson, Instructor in 
Electrical Engineering, will teach the course in 
Radio. 

Other Engineering classes, though not as 
advanced as those mentioned above, are de
signed for the practical worker who wishes 
to gain knowledge of the engineering principles 
underlying his work. Such courses are 
Foundry Practice, and Survey of Engineer
ing Practice. The first of these takes up 
such subjects as the chemistry of foundry 
work, Elementary Metallurgy, Blueprint 
Reading, and Cost Finding. This class will 
be taught by Orrin W. Potter, Assistant 
Professor of Drawing and Descriptive 
Geometry. The Survey of Engineering 
Practice is a course of sixteen lectures by 
various prominent engineers in the Twin 
Cities. 

Other advanced professional courses, new 
this year, are: Mathematics of Investment, 
taught by Gladys E. C. Gibbens, Assistant 
Professor of Mathematics; Advanced Eco
nomics, taught by Warren C. Waite, Pro
fessor of Agricultural Economics; and a 
special course for teachers and public health 
nurses, Clinical Dynamics in School Chil
dren, offered by Dr. Max Seham, Associate 
Professor of Pediatrics. 

Several interesting new courses have been 
added to the academic list this autumn. 
Among these is a course in Nineteenth Cen
tury French Readings, an advanced course 
in French taught by Marguerite Guinotte, 
Instructor in Romance Languages. Danish 
Literature of the Nineteenth Century will be 
taught by Thorvald B. Madsen, Instructor 
in Scandinavian. Margaret Scallon, Instruc
tor in English, will give her course in Mod
ern Drama in St. Paul. A new course in 
American Economic History is offered under 
the direction of Helen P. Mudgett, Instruc
tor in History. 

New Chief Appointed 
For Reference Bureau 

Clarence C. Ludwig comes to the University 
of Minnesota this year to succeed Morris T. 
Lambie as chief of the Municipal Reference 
Bureau and as Associate Professor of Political 
Science. 

Mr. Ludwig has left a position on the staff 
of the International City Managers' Association 
to accept his post with the University. He was 
in 1934 the Director of Field Service for the 
American Municipal Association. During the 
years 1929-33 he was City Manager of Albert 
Lea. In his capacity as chief of the Municipal 
Reference Bureau Mr. Ludwig will carry on 
the work of advising the cities and villages of 
Minnesota concerning their problems of govern
ment. Mr. Lambie, whose place Mr. Ludwig 
is taking, has left the University of Minnesota 
to accept a position at Harvard University. 
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Program of Extension Classes Available Each Day 
MONDAY 

CLASSES LY J!!XXEAPOLIS 
5:00 p.m. 
Accounting A.I.B. (:\.\\". Bank) 
6:20 p.m. 
General Botany 
Composition 4 
Comvosition 5 
ComJ_Josition 6 
Short Story 69 
Beginning German A 
Beginning German 3 
German for Graduate Stud~IIt:o; 
Modern World HistorY I 
Ensemble C'\Iusic) · 
American Government and Politics 
General Psychology I 
Beginning Spanish 1 
Intermediate Spanish 3 
Introduction to Sociolog) 
H.ural Sociology 
Social Organization 
Speech I 
Acting 
Stamp Collecting 
Interior Decorating 
Elements of PreventiYe :\ledicine 
Elements of Accounting 
Principles of Accounting 
Auditing A 
Cost Accounting Method> 
·Mechanism of Exchange 
Business English 
Solid Geometry 
6:30 p.m. 
Swimming (Women) 
Recreational A( tid ties for i\[ixed Groups 
Tap Dancing (Elementary) 
7:00 p.m. 
Greek Mythology (Puhlic Library) 
Vocabulary Building I 
7:30 p.m. 
Human Anatomy 
Immunity 
Elements of Mechanics 
Swimming (\Vomen) 
Rhythmic Exercises for \Yomen 
Tap Dancing (Int.) 
Elementary Aeronautics 
Commercial Drawing 
Strength of Materials 
Metallography' I 
8:05 p.m. 
Seminar, Adv. Short Ston- 91 
Freshman Literature 1 ~ 
Mathematics of Investments 
General Psychology 1 
Abnormal Psychology 
Elementary French C'on\·ersation and 

Composition 
Vocabulary Building II 
Research ~fethods Applieci to Xursing 
Swimming (Men) 
Labor· Problems 
General Insurance 
Elementary Algebra 

CLASSES IX ST. P.~J.["L 
6:20 p.m. 
English for E,·eryday 
Introduction to Literature 22 
American Riston· i 
Human Beha ,·ior. (Wilder Disp.) 
FmHlamental~ of Speech 1 
Accounting Practice and Procedure A 
Busine!:'s Law A 
8:05 o.m. 
Child Training 
Current Problems in Light of American 

History 
Fundamentals of Speech 2 
Fundamentals of Speech 3 
Accounting Practice and Procedure A 
Income Tax Acounting 
Business Law C 

TUESDAY 
CLASSES IX J!l.\"YEAPOLJS' 
4:30 p.m. 
Still Life 
Sketching 
6:20 p.m. 
Subfreshman English 
Human Geography 
General Geology 
American Historv i 
Harmony 3 · 
Orientation 1 
Functions of Go\·ernment 
Psychology of Ad ,·ertising 
Intermediate French 3 
French for Graduate Student~ 
l\ineteenth Century Ft·ench Readings 
SJlanish Composition I 
Advanced Swedish 
Elementary Case \\~ 01·k 
Legal Aspects of Social \York 
Practical Speech ~laking 
Fundamentals of Speech 1 lX.\Y. Bank) 

Below are listed all the dasses offered by the 
General Extension Division for the first semester, 
1935-36, arranged according to the day on which they 
are scheduled. This will help in the arrangement of 
programs, but registrations should be made from the 
Bulletin. 

General Zoology 1 
Histology 
Interior Decorating 3 
Elementary Go.f (for \\"omen) 
Supervision of Public Health Xursing 
Accounting Practice and Procedure A 
Cost Accounting A 
Retail Credits 
Production ~Ianagement (Control) 
Business Law A 

7:00 p.m. 
Higher Algebra 
7:30 p.m. 
Human Anatomy 
General Bacteriology 
Bacteriological .\lethoJ.; 
Child Psychology 
Later Chtldhood and Adolescence I :\. \\". 

Hank) 
Orchestra, Sec. 2 
Survey of Engineering Practice 
1- reehand Drawing I 
General Inorganic Chemistry 
Quantitative Analysis 
Advanced Quantitative Analysis 
Plane Sun·eying 
Elements of Electrical Engineering 
Radio Communication I 
Air Conditioning (Advanced) 
Petroleum and Petroleum Product::; 
8:05 p.m. 
Garden Design and .:\laterials 
Composition 4 
Ceneral l;eology LaLoratory 
Early ~lodern European History ::01 

] uclging )l_odern Books and Plays 
1-Jarmonv ;, 
Church ·ll!usic 
Parhamentarv Law 
ContemporarY Philosophy 
Social Protection of the Child 
\V ard Administration 
Clinical Dynamics in School Children 

(K.W. Bank) 
Income Tax Accounting 
Accounting Topics (Audits and lnYe."ti 

gations) 
Business Law B 

CL-J.SSES !.\" .'>T. 1'.-ITL 
4:15 p.m. 
Elementary School Cnrriculmn 
6:20 p.m. 
l\lodern Drama 
Beginning German J 
Modern World Histon· 1 
(;eneral Psychology I ·(Pub. Lib.) 
Beginning French I (Pub. Lib.) 
Beginning Spanish I (Pub. Lib.) 
Adult .\!ental Abilitv 
( o:,t Accounting A · 
Current Economic ProLlem:-
8:05 p.m. 

6:30 p.m. 
Swimming (for \Yemen l 
7:00 p.m. 
Cartooning 
Differential Calculus 
7:30 p.m. 
Immunity 
Orchestra, Sec. 
Heat 
s,"'·imming (for \\~omen) 
Aircraft Engines 1 
Freehand Drawing III 
Highway and Pavements I 
Air Conditioning (Elementary) 
Internal Combustion Engine~ 
Foundrv Practice 
8:05 p.m. 
Home Gardening II 
Introduction to Repo1 tiug 
The Familv 
Fundamentals of Speech I 
Sul~~~~-~~~i~nand Improvement of 

~[ental Tests 
Advanced General Accounting 
('urrent Economic Problems 

CLASSES I:V ST. P.-lCL 
4:30 p.m. 
Accounting-A.I.B. (1st Kat!. Bank' 
6:20 p.m. 
Human Geography 
Psychology Applit'd to Dail} Lit~ 

(Pub. Lib.) 
Beginning Norwegian 
Auditing A 
Elementary Advertising 
~lechanism of Exchange 
Business English 
7:00 p.m. 
(;reek Mythology ( Puh. Lih.) 
7:30 p.m. 
Engineer's Drawing 1 (~[eclL Art5 High 

School) 
Adyanced ll!echauical Drawing O!ech. 

Arts High School) 
8:05 p.m. 
Subfreshman Composition 
Principles of Ethics 
Principles of Public Health Kursing 
Accounting Topics (Budgetary Control J 

Elements of Statistics 

THURSDAY 

CLASSES J.Y Jlf.V:VE.-lPOLIS 

5:00 p.m. 
Educational :Measurement~ 

in Elementary Schco\s 

5:20 p.m. 

7:30 p.m. 
General Bacteriology 
Bacteriological Methods 
General Inorganic Chemistry 
Quantitative Analysis 
Adv. Quantitative Analysis 
Elementary Electricity 
Elements of Electrical Engineering 
Radio Communication III 
Engineering Drawing I 
Structural Drafting 
Advanced :Mechanical Drawing 
l~se of Engineer's Slide Rule 
Cost of Estimating 
Diesel Engines 
8:05 p.m. 
Tuberculosis and Other Diseases of 

Chest 
General Psychology 1 
Danish Literature 
Salesmanship 
Direct ~Iail Advertising 
Principle.;; of Economics 

CL-/.SSES !X ST. P.-l[~L 

6:20 p.m. 
Composition 6 
Beginning German 
Orientation I 
Accounting Principles A and LaiJorator; 
Investments (Finance C) 
6:30 p.m. 
Swimming for \\·omen (l"niver~ity 

Farm) 
6:45 p.m 
Freshman Literature 
7:00 p.m. 
Advanced Public Speaking (Pub. Lib.) 
7:30 p.m. 
Swimming for \\.omen ( l"niversity 

Farm) 
8:05 p.m. 
C0mposition 4 
Parliamentarv Law 
Practical Speech Making 
Economics of Public Ctilities 

FRIDAY 
CLASSES Jl\' ,1[J;\'.\"E.-lPOLJS 

5:00 p.m. 
Accounting (A. I. B.) (K. \Y. Bonk Bldg.) 
6:20 p.m. 
Transportation Services and Charge~ 

7:00 o.m. 
Consultation Period (Engineering) 

CL.-lSSES IX ST. P.-l[~L 

2:00 p.m. 
Interior Decorating I 
6:20 p.m. 
Puppetry 
Principles of Accounting and 
7:00 p.m. 
Higher Algebro 

Lahorator: 

Introduction to Sociology 
Topics in Cost Accountinf.! 
Principles of Economis 6 

WEDNESDAY 
CL.-lSSE.'; !N JIIY.\"EAPOLIS 

2:00 p.m. 

Sophomore Composition 2i 
Geography of North 

America 
Geology of 1\Iinnesota 
Elements of Rock Study 
German Composition 50-51 

Entf?red as second class matter October !. 1926, 
at the post office in Minneapolh;, ~tinll .. under 
the Art of A H(lUSt 24, 1912. 

Interior DecLrating I (Pub. Lib.) 
6:20 p.m. 
Descripti\:e Astronomy 
English Composition 4 
English for Everyday 
Introduction to Literature 23 
Shakespeare I 
Art for Everyday 
Commercial Production 
Recent American History 9 
Bach. Beethoven, \Vagner and Brahms 
European Dictatorships 
Beginning French 1 
Beginning Italian 1 
Beginning Swedish I 
Social Pathology 
Human Behavior 
Fundamentals of Speech 2 
Fundamentals of Speech 3 
Orientation in Simple Handicrafts 
~!aternal and Child Hygiene 
Principle~ of Accounting A 
~lonetary and Banking Policy 
Investments (Finance C) 
Bnsines~ Law C 
Elements of Statistics 
Textiles 

American Economic 
History 83-84 

Current Problems iu Light 
of American Histon

Practical PreYenti\·e -
~Iedicine 

Introduction to ~(usic 8-9 
Logic 
\\~orld Politics 2S-'2f1 
Psychology Applied to 

Dailv Life 
Heginn"ing Norwegian 
Introduction to Sociology 
Social Progres~ 
Elements of Pla ,-

Production -
Puppetry 
General Zoology 
Histology 
Introduction to Teaching-

( Educ. Psych.) 
Principles of Accounting 

A and Laboratory 
Elementary Ad\·ertisipg 
Business Engli~h 
Advanced Economic.-; 

7:00 p.m. 
Trigonometry 

1 , 
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Art and Its Application 
In the Modern World 

~ 

By RAY FAULKNER 

ART today has a far broader meaning than 
it had during the beginnings of the period 

of the Industrial Revolution. To our imme
diate ancestors it appeared that art was 
a field devoted almost entirely to the 
pretty and the useless-a definite escape 
from the realities of life, a refuge, or 
an Ivory Tower for souls too sensitive 
to face actualities. That the Victorian 
layman was justified in his belief can 
be easily proved by observing the popular 
art of his time. For example, architec
ture was disguised underneath a heavy 
and expensive mantle of forms borrowed 
from past generations; and classical col
umns and Gothic ornament were used 
with little regard for function or mean
ing. Such a procedure can only be ex
plained by the unwillingness or inability 
of designers to solve problems in a 
straightforward manner. Painting and 
sculpture offered another avenue of es
cape, not as much by imitating past work 
as by burying honest emotions and ideas 
underneath a thick coating of sentiment. 
Apparently then, the problem of the 
"Fine Arts" was one of divorcing the 
individual from the actual conditions 
under which he was living. The "Indus
trial Arts" were in an equally serious 
position. The machine was a new mon
ster which was understood by almost no 
one. It had displaced many artisans ; in 
return, they opposed it. Artists joined 
them in ignoring or condemning the ma
chine and in starting the Arts and Crafts 
Movement. They were unable to see the 
enormous possibilities in machine design 
because they were holding completely to 
the idea of the "human touch" in art. 
The trend towards "picture art" in the 
Renaissance had started a division between the 
Fine and Applied Arts which the Industrial 
Revolution completed. Fortunately, the pos
sibilities inherent in such trends exhaust them
selves quickly, and the artists of today have 
returned to a study of actual conditions as a 
basis for their work. 

In solving these actual problems, the first 
thing the artist has noticed is the pervasive 
quality of art. He has noticed that in almost 
every phase of life we are concerned with the 
appearance of objects ; and he has noticed that, 
although we do not always label it as art, we 
are willing to devote considerable time and ef
fort to the improvement of the outward appear
ance of those things with which we come most 
frequently in contact. The artist has also no
ticed that there is no fundamental distinction 
except in degree, between the Fine and Ap~ 
plied Arts. The artist has become interested 
in the social ramifications of art; in problems of 
housing ; in hobbies as well as vocations · in 
city planning; and in civic expression. He' has 
discovered that psychology can teach him as 
much if not more than history. In short the 
artist of today realizes that his success as a 
functional unit of the social system depends on 
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his ability to co-operate with other experts for 
the benefit of the social order. 

With such an emphasis the home assumes a 
new importance to the artist. It could well be 
said that art, like charity, should begin at 
home-or it probably will illOt begin at all. In 
this respect the modern ftist is returning to 
tradition rather than atte 1pting to carve out 
new paths. In most histo ic periods the home 
represented a genuine a t expression. Cer
tainly the Colonial houses hich served as shel
ters for the early settlers in our country were 

Art 

fine examples of art The 
builders, without s 
ciples and historical 
entlv to the solution of 
their energies were largely absorbed in adjust
ing themselves to a new environment, they 
were forced to rely extensively on architectural 
books for inspiration; bu~, for functional or 
geographic reasons, they invariably made adap· 
lations. Today we are sqlving our problems 
more directly. We face our needs frankly. 
Undoubtedly the most impo tant need in a home 
is shelter for the occupants, with a maximum of 
light and air. The achiev ment of these ends 
economically is the prima y function of the 
domestic architect. Beaut may be developed 
easily by making minor ad ustments. 

The art of the communi is closely related 
to the art of the home, rep esenting as it does 
an extension of it. Where s the home is de
signed to represent the per analities of several 
people, the community must' represent the typi
cal expression of many. Community art is of 
necessity on a large scale and less persona! 
than the art of the home. It represents the 

(Contin11cd on page four) 
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The Five Blind Men and 
The Californias 

By SAMUEL N. DICKEN 

FROM the time of the early Greek geogra
phers, a few people have realized the neces

sity of describing the earth by "regions" which, 
because of their geographic qualities, are 
set apart from adjacent areas. For only 
by considering relatively small regions can 
one reach beyond the broad generaliza
tions which are so inadequate in the de
scription of lands and people. On the 
other hand, geographic misconceptions 
arise from ascribing the qualities of a 
small region to a much larger area. 
Such misconceptions are well exemplified 
by the parable of the five lecturers at 
the annual autumn meeting of the Smith
ville Society for the Diffusion of Human 
Knowledge. 

The chairman called the meeting to 
order: "Fellow members, you are all 
aware that our autumn meeting is usu
ally devoted to geography and travel ; 
and it gives me great pleasure to an
nounce that our topic for this evening is 
concerned with one of the most beautiful 
and attractive states in the country, Cali
fornia. Our purpose is to obtain first 
hand information whenever possible. We 
shall be given such information tonight 
by several of our members who have 
been to California recently, some on busi
ness, others visiting relatives. We shall 
therefore have the latest and most au
thentic information from persons who 
really know. Remember the old proverb : 
'If you wish to know about a distant 
country, do not read books; go and find 
out for yourself.' The discussion will be 
opened by Mr. Birdseye." 

"I was looking forward eagerly," be
gan Mr. Birdseye, "to a splendid view of 
the Golden Gate as our ship approached 

San Francisco, but unfortunately the scene was 
obscured by a fog which did not lift until we 
landed. In order to be able to describe Cali
fornia to you, I immediately began a series 
of excursions, some of which led me as much 
as twenty-five miles from San Francisco. Cali
fornia is made up of a series of mountainous 
ridges and valleys, parallel to the coast, ris
ing in some cases 2,000 to 3,000 feet above the 
sea. Unlike many mountains, however, these 
have almost no peaks, but long rounded ridge· 
tops instead. There are many valleys, some 
narrow, some a few miles wide ; and it is in 
these valleys that most of the people live. 
Many of these valleys are irrigated and green; 
but the grass on the mountain slopes looked 
brown and dry, although it was mid-summer. 
During our entire visit of six weeks not a 
drop of rain fell, a fact which did not seem 
to astonish the natives, who say that most of 
the rain is in the winter." 

At this moment Mr. Birdseye was interrupted 
by Mr. Fishe:. a small man in the front row, 
who rose to h1s feet. It had long been a custom 
in the Society for a member to interrupt the 
speaker in this fashion if he disagreed with 
what was being said. 

(Continued on page three) 
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Yale's President Looks 
At Adult Education 

With its autumn number The Yale Review, 
long a respected force in American cultural and 
educational life, enters its twenty-fifth year. To 
commemorate this event Wilbur Cross, the edi
tor, asked certain of the distinguished men who 
have contributed to the Review during its 
twenty-four years of existence to address him 
in open letters to be published under the head
ing, The Am1iversary Postbag. Of each con
tributor Mr. Cross asked this question: ''What 
most engages your interest, seems most disturb
ing, perhaps, or most hopeful, as you survey 
your chosen field, looking before and after?" 
The first answer to this question came from 
James Rowland Angell, President of Yale Uni
versity. Part of his letter is of especial inter
est to every person connected with University 
Extension. President Angell writes as follows : 

"The fast developing interest in 'adult educa
tion' so-called seems to me potentially one 
of the genuinely beneficent movements of recent 
years. In its original form of university exten
sion, borrowed from our English cousins, it had 
a slightly missionary flavor as of one bringing 
the gospel of culture to a Philistine world. 
But presently it began to become contaminated 
with the great American itch for degrees and 
university credits, and instead of culture for 
culture's sake, it offered academic credentials 
to such as craved them-and especially to 
schoolteachers, who sought them for their value 
in professional preferment. Soon the various 
state institutions took up the project and at
tempted to furnish in widely scattered com
munities a general educational service to citi
zens who might desire it. Some of the work 
was done by correspondence and without teacher 
and pupil ever coming face to face. Practically 
all of the offerings of this period were, nomi
nally at least, of collegiate grade, and however 
well grounded certain of the criticisms of the 
supercilious, the enterprise did much good and 
little harm. 

"Now, in addition to a continuation of much 
of what went on before, we are witnessing a 
far wider movement greatly stimulated by the 
activities of the federal government. A large 
part of this undertaking is directed at young 
people of high-school and college age who have 
been thrown out of work, or out of the usual 
educational organization, by reason of the finan
cial depression. Moreover, much of it is con
cerned with the presentation of material quite 
outside the boundaries of the conventional school 
or college. A portion of it is frankly voca
tional, but much of it is not. 

"With all this trend I find myself deeply 
sympathetic, and not solely because it is reach
ing a real human need. however imperfectly. 
\Vhat seems to me of crucial importance in all 
of it is the recognition that education is an e'1-
during process which may and should continue 
on into late life, and not something which either 
should or inevitably must terminate in youth. 
I am confident that present procedures can be 
substantially improved and that life can be 
greatly enriched for vast numbers of people 
who for one reason or another have been de
prived of early opportunities." 

A Parable of Autumn 
By John Walker Powell 

Lecturer ia English 

wander through the bright October woods, 
My soul entranced with beauty everywhere, 
As through "the live, translucent bath of air" 

The mellow sunshine softens all the moods 

Of Autumn's melancholy. Naught intrudes 
To dim my rapture. Nothing could impair 

The radiant glory: faded, every care, 
A glamorous sweetness through the silence 

broods. 

The colors riot over all the scene, 
Soft brown, bright crimson, purest, richest 

gold, 
Picked out by here and there the deep, dark 

green 
Of spruce and pine, defying winter's cold: 

Then, 'mid the fallen leaves all but unseen, 
A tender violet blooming in the mould! 

University Press Issues 
Study of Dictatorships 

Has democracy a chance for survival in the 
modern world? Or are dictators destined to 
seize power even in those countries that up to 
now have maintained a semblance of representa
tive government? 

In an attempt to show whence dictators came 
and whither their leadership is tending, seven 
observers of the current political drama have 
contributed to the volume Dictatorship in the 
Modem World, edited by Guy Stanton Ford, 
dean of the Graduate School at the University 
of Minnesota, and published during September 
by the University Press. The writers deal with 
both European and Spanish American dictator
ships, past and present; with some considera
tions of the historic reasons, the philosophy, 
and the mass psychology that lie behind them ; 
and with the case for democracy. 

Two New Short Courses in Textiles 
To Be Given in October 

Of special interest to store people, dry clean
ers and laundry men are two short courses in 
Textiles which will be conducted in three- and 
four-week periods, respectively, by Miss Jessie 
Caplin. The first one, entitled "Rayons, Ace
tates, Silks, Woolens" will be held on four 
successive Friday evenings, beginning October 
25. Meeting place: Extension Center, 500 Robert 
Street, St. Paul, Room 204. Time: 6 :30 to 
8:10. Fee: $3.25. 

The fabrics used in men's furnishings will 
receive Miss Caplin's particular attention in 
the second course of the series, which will be 
conducted on three Monday evenings. 

October 28-Shirt Fabrics-types, construc
tion, finish. 

November 4-Knit Goods-underwear, hose, 
polo shirts, sweaters. 

November 11-Accessories-neckties, scarves, 
handkerchiefs, pajamas. 

The class will be held in Room 6, Public Li
brary, St. Paul. The fee will be $2.40. 

Hi'l Library Open to Students 

The Hill Reference Library of St. Paul in
vites the students and the members of the 
faculty of the Extension Division to use its 
resources The librarv is open daily from 9 
~.m. to 10 p.m., and Sundays from 2 p.m. to 
6 p.111 

T 1•e ~,r,·l•i<'m of education is twofold: first 
to kn"w. ,t•, lwn t') tlt'er. Everyone who lives 
any semblance ni an inner life thinks more 
nol1ly anri nroioundly than he speaks. 

·- R. T •• Stevenson, Lay }vf orals 

The Interpreter 

[The Interpreter Suggests I 
THE reports which reached the Interpreter 

concerning his suggestions for October 
reading encourage him to continue the experi
ment begun in the last number. Apparently, 
however, some readers are in doubt about how 
to find the books which are listed. Obviously, 
the first step in finding a book you want to 
read is to go to the University library, or to a 
public library. Simply ask for help--the li
brarian will do the rest. If this fails to pro
duce the desired book, call the editor, or write 
to him. 

This month we suggest first : 
MY LITERARY PASSIONS. By William 

Dean Howells. 
Mr. Howells, in this book, expresses the 

Interpreter's philosophy of reading. "For my 
own part," he says, "I believe I have never 
got any good from a book that I did not read 
lawlessly and willfully, out of all leading and 
following, and merely because I wanted to read 
it. The book which vou read from a sense of 
duty, or because for any reason you must, 
does not commonly make friends with you .... 
The reading that does one good, and lasting 
good, is the reading that one does for pleasure, 
and simply and unselfishly, as children do. Art 
will still withhold herself from thrift, and she 
does well, for nothing but love has any right to 
her." 

The Interpreter hopes that among the fol
lowing books you will find some which you can 
read "lawlessly and willfully." 
Fiction: 
LOST HORIZON. By James Hilton. 
THE SHADOW FLIES. By Rose 

Macaulay. 
THE THREE MUSKETEERS. By 

Alexandre Dumas. 
THE WIND BLOWETH. By Donn 

Byrne. 
THE MAN WHO WAS THURSDAY. 

By G. K. Chesterton. • 
COMPLETE SHORT STORIES. By 

Saki. (H. H. Munro.) 

Essays: 
TRIVIA. By Logan Pearsall Smith. 
ESSAYS IN SATIRE. By Ronald Knox. 

B oaks on Geography: (Suggested by Mr. 
Dicken.) 

AN OUTLINE OF GEOGRAPHY. By 
Preston E. James. 

THE CALIFORNIA DESERT. By 
Edmund C. Yaeger. 

GEOGRAPHY OF NORTH AMERICA. 
By G. J. Miller and A. E. Parkins. 

Books on Art: (Suggested by Mr. 
Faulkner.) 

ART APPRECIATION. By M. R. 
Collins and 0. Riley. 

A PRIMER OF MODERN ART. By 
Sheldon Cheney. 

UNDERSTANDING THE ARTS. By 
Helen Gardner. 

AUTOBIOGRAPHY. By Frank Lloyd 
Wright. 

Observatory Invites Students 
Willem P. Luyten, Associate Professor of 

Astronomy, has announced that the university 
observatory will be open to the public each 
Mondav evening from 7 to 9 p.m. These hours 
will suit the convenience of many Extension 
students who are on the campus Mondays, and 
these persons are urged to take advantage of 
the invitation offered by Mr. Luyten. 

I 
I 
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Station WLB Announces 
Programs for November 

Regular convocation programs of the uni
versity, which, with the exception of the one on 
Armistice Day, November 11, are held at 11 :30 
a.m. Thursdays in Northrop Auditorium, will 
again this year be broadcast from the uni
versity radio station, WLB. The program for 
November is as follows: 
November 7 Rev. Bernard R. Hubbard, S.]., 

"the Glacial Priest." Topic: "A 
Voyage into the Ice Inferno." 

November 11 Asgeir Asgeirsson, Premier of 
Iceland. Topic: "Peace and 
Union." 

November 21 Dr. George Nettleton. Mark 
Twain Anniversary Convoca
tion. Topic "Mark Twain." 

In addition to these programs, WLB will 
broadcast during November other programs 
which should be of interest to Extension stu
dents. George P. Conger, Associate Professor 
of Philosophy, will give a series of talks on 
Comparative Religion from 7:15 to 7:30 Tues
day evenings, November 5, 12, 19, and 26. The 
Institute of Child Welfare will present a series 
of talks on child care each Thursday, from 
11 :15 to 11 :30 a.m. 

The Five Blind Men and 
The Californias 
(Continued from page one) 

"I must interrupt here," said Mr. Fisher, also 
a recent visitor to California, "because Mr. 
Birdseye's impressions of California are so 
different from my own that I doubt that both 
of us have been to the same place. California 
is a mountainous country, to be sure ; but the 
mountains rise to elevations of more than 14,000 
feet, instead of the mere 3,000 mentioned by 
Mr. Birdseye. Up to about 11,000 feet the 
mountains are heavily forested ; above that there 
are many beautiful meadows, dotted with many 
lakes which are silent witnesses to the scouring 
action of bygone mountain glaciers. Many of 
these lakes abound in trout. There are fre
quent thundershowers in summer ; in winter the 
snows accumulate to depths of fifty feet in 
places, thus furnishing a reservoir which will 
supply the valleys with water during the fol
lowing summer." 

Mr. Fisher was in turn interrupted by Mr. 
Prospect. "All this is becoming more and 
more confusing to me," he said. "In all my 
searching for precious metal in California, I 
have never come upon these luxuriant forests 
of Mr. Fisher, nor the grass-covered hills of 
Mr. Birdseye. California, as I saw it, is moun
tainous in a way, but most of the mountains 
are rather low and isolated, with broad basins 
between them. What mountains there are have 
very sharp peaks or ridges, and except on the 
highest there are no trees at all, but rather 
brush or chaparral, and on the lower slopes, 
cactus and creosote bush. It is true that some 
of the valleys, like Imperial Valley, are irri
gated and produce dates, cotton, and vegetables : 
but the country as a whole is rather barren 
and except for its mineral resources, I ca~ 
see little hope for it." 

Mr. Norton was now on his feet ready to 
protest. "I can heartily agree with some of 
the things that have been said, but I just as 
heartily disagree with some others. To be sure, 
there are mountains in California, though I can
not agree with Mr. Fisher that they are en
tirely forested, nor with Mr. Prospect that thev 
are nearly treeless. The mountains of Cali
fornia are well forested from about 8.000 feet 
to their summits around 11,000 feet, and these 
upper slopes have lots of snow in the winter 
and thundershowers in the summer. But what 
really worries me is all this emphasis on moun
tains. The broad valleys and the coast plain 
are the really important places. Here all the 
people live. Here is Los Ang-eles. the largest 
city in the world,-in area, I mean. It will 

Mr. Carter's Map 

be the largest in populatio some day,-! guess. 
But I want to speak of the miles and miles 
of orange groves, with lemons, figs, walnuts, 
prunes, peaches, and vineyards which fringe 
all the basins and valleys. This is the real 
California." 

"I am beginning to stJe," interrupted Mr. 
P~e~, "that some contra1dctions are probably 
ansmg from the fact tha we are attempting 
to apply descriptions of p rts of California to 
the whole state. I think, for one thing, that 
too little has been said a out irrigation. Cali
fornia, as I know it, really !consists of one great 
valley, about four hundred! miles long and fifty 
miles wide, fringed with mountains. Without 
irrigation nearly all this great valley would be 
little better than a desert, and would support 
very few people. It is the irrigation water 
which makes it possible tQ grow oranges and 
grapes and vegetables in large quantities and 
of excellent quality. The flat, almost feature
less, floor of this great v !ley with an almost 
imperceptible slope, makes! it easy to irrigate. 
Here and there are parts which have not yet 
been put under ditch, givii us a good idea of 
the nature of the whole c untry before irriga
tion began. Cactus and b nch grass will not 
support many people. Be ore irrigation there 
was only a great deal of ' poor grazing land, 
and a few rather poor wheat farms in the parts 
where most rain falls." 

Just as most of the members were becoming 
hopelessly confused, (not to say annoyed) by 
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this contradictory discussion, old Mr. Carter 
stood up in the corner of the room. Although 
he had never traveled widely, he not infre
quently amazed his listeners with his knowl
edge of distant lands. 

"I have never been to California," he began, 
"but I think I can see the cause of some oi 
our difficulties. All that has been said is true 
enough if applied to small regions. We are 
all prone to generalization, the more so as 
our knowledge is limited, and it is particularly 
unfortunate if we generalize about any large 
part of the earth's surface as diverse as Cali
fornia. The very fact that the whole of the 
state has only one name gives the impression 
that it is a geographic as well as a political 
unit ; but actually, if I may trust the books I 
have read on the subject, California consists 
of five or six regions, varying widely in climate, 
relief, natural vegetation, density of population 
and quality of human occupation. Knowing 
that the discussion would concern California 
this evening, and with the hope that I might 
make a small contribution, I prepared a map 
showing the principal regions of the state, com
piled from several books. Here it is, large 
enough for you all to see. I feel sure that 
Mr. Birdseye's description applies to region 
number one, the Coast Range, which extends 
from the vicinity of Los Angeles northward 
into Oregon, the ridges and valleys nearly paral
lel to the coast, broken here and there by 
passes which give access to the Great Valley. 
This is region number two, described by Mr. 
Peek. Region number three is the Sierra 
Nevada-Cascade range mentioned by Mr. 
Fisher, highest in the south, volcanic in the 
north, most of it forested. Number four is 
Southern California, described by Mr. Norton, 
and number five is the California Desert, de
scribed by Mr. Prospect. Of course some of 
these large regions might well be sub-divided 
For example the Great Valley is divided near 
the middle into the Sacramento and the San 
] oaquin valleys. Each of these has somewhat 
different qualities and it is obvious that the 
smaller the region, the more accurate the de
scriptions that may be applied to it. On the 
other hand we may select a region so small 
that there is little available specific information 
and we must fall· back on generalizations. I 
have indicated by dotted lines on the map other 
possible regions, suggesting that the Klamath 
mountains of the northwestern part of the 
state be separated from the coast range proper, 
and that the Modoc Lava country of the north
eastern part be distinguished. I have also indi
cated the position of the Imperial Valley near 
the Mexican border, which so many people 
confuse with the Great Valley. To give some 
notion of the contrasting qualities of these 
regions, let me add that California contains the 
highest point in the United States, Mt. Whitney 
in the high Sierras ; and sixty miles to the 
east the lowest point, in Death Valley, which 
is also the hottest in summer. Rain varies 
from two or three inches a year in the desert 
to more than sixty inches in the northern part 
of the coastal range and on the west slope 
of the Sierra Nevada. In the summer one may 
find blistering heat or shivering coolness; in 
winter, comfortable warmth or real cold, so 
great is the diversity of altitude and latitude 
in this state. Before I sit down I should like 
to take exception to the statement made by 
the chairman at the opening of the meeting. 
I know that the old proverb 'Study nature not 
books,' is time-worn and respectable, but if my 
experience has taught me anything, when it 
comes to the study of geography one should 
study nature and books, especially maps." 

Mr. Dicken, Assistant Professor of Geog
raphy, is a specialist in the geography of 
North America. He is the author of several 
articles in geographical jounwls, among 
them a study of California's San Joaquin 
Valley. Recently he has made a geograph
ical sttrve:l' of the middle lake district of 
_Minnesota. 
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Art and Its Application 
In the Modern World 

(C Olltillued from page one) 

ideals of many people. If it is sincere, it 
represents the ideals of the builders. And if 
the builders are sincere, they represent the 
spirit of their times. They act as interpreters 
of the uppermost currents in all phases of life. 
It is only in rare and settled eras that they can 
turn their backs on the present to borrow, ex
cept casually, from the past. 

The primary unit of community art is the 
city plan, developed so that it will form an ef
ficient and attractive groundwork for the activi
ties of the citizens. Streets must be related 
functionally to the purposes which they serve. 
Parks and playgrounds must be provided for 
the inhabitants of the city in order that their 
lives may be complete. The activities of the 
government demand public buildings which ex
press and serve their purpose. It is the func
tion of the artist in an integrated social order 
tG p;·c·.-ide these necessities by workin~ as archi
tect, city planner, painter or sculptor in co-oper
ation with the citizens of the community. 

The relation of art to industry has also be
come a subject of much discussion, because 
workers in the two fields have again come to a 
recognition of their interdependence. Prior to 
the Industrial Revolution art and industry were 
united in the individual workers. In most cases 
the designers were also the craftsmen. Backed 
by centuries of tradition, the artisans were un
able to adjust themselves to the relatively abrupt 
change to machine production. At first they 
hoped to defeat the machine by various crude 
means. Failing in that, they tried to ignore 
it; but the advantages of the machine became 
self-evident. Following a period of poor de
signs on the part of industrialists and unneces
sarily expensive products on the part of the 
handicrafters, the two groups joined forces, 
substituting the beauty of perfection for the 
charm of irregularity as an ideal. The ma
chine is a powerful weapon in the hands of the 
artist, but in order to control it he must first 
face it squarely. 

If it seems desirable, a defense of abstract 
geometric forms can be traced back to Plato, 
for he was one of the earliest writers to em
phasize the beauty of such shapes. However, 
the immediate sensuous satisfaction, as well as 
the undisputed efficiency of machine art, seems 
to render such a procedure unnecessary. Those 
forms which the machine can reproduce read
ily from the models or drawings of designers 
have given us changed concepts of beauty. 
Functional inkbottles possess a beauty which 
the old top-heavy variety never achieved. 
Streamlined automobiles state their purpose so 
clearly and intensely that it is unusual indeed 
to find a person who does not experience an 
aesthetic thrill on seeing one. Factories and 
bridges are equally strong in their statement of 
purpose. The men who have made these 
achievements possible are at one with the 
great painters and sculptors of the past. They 
have solved the problems of today by using 
the same principles that the "artists" of the 
past used to solve their problems. That the 
conventional definitions of an artist do not in
clude industrial artists is less significant of the 
work of these men than of the Victorian atti
tude toward art. 

The industrialist of today has been less 
prompted by vague desires to provide aesthetic 
satisfaction than by the desire to secure for 
his product a large market. His employment 
of designers is primarily an economic move. 
He has found, for a variety of reasons. that 
his objects must be attractive in appearance if 
they are to sell. But after producing an at
tractive product, it is his further duty to find 
a suitable and fairly regular market for it. 
As a step towards stabilizing his market he 
has employed the commercial artist to make 
known the merits of his product. The adver
tiser of today must express his ideas quickly 

and simply; and at the same time he must 
impress the observer. For such purposes of 
advertising, the artist is invaluable. Much of 
his training has been in ways of expressing 
ideas, although the degree of directness has 
varied. Whether he is designing a factory or 
painting a Madonna he is continually trying to 
express an idea so that the observer will under
stand it. The exigencies of a certain social 
setup may direct his talents into commercial 
publicity, but he remains nevertheless an artist. 

In past ages, religion gave the artists their 
chief support, for during the entire history of 
the world, the artists were employed not only 
to design places of worship but also to pro
duce symbols which would instruct the people 
in the tenets of their faith. Like the churches 
of today, the Gothic cathedrals of the Middle 
Ages were designed to produce a religious 
mood in the observer. However, in the past 
the prevalence of illiteracy made pictorial rep
resentations important for the instruction of the 
masses. Extended opportunities for education 
have almost eliminated this need, but the artists 
still maintain their position in the field of re
ligion as the persons who express religious 
sentiment by means of stone, glass, and paint. 
The appeal of such media is more immediate 
than that of words or reason; but a combina
tion of the two is desirable. 

The artists of today, then, find themselves 
working in a variety of fields. They are solv
ing a variety of problems, since art is a type 
of problem solving. It does not differ funda
mentally from the processes followed by scien
tists, mathematicians, or psychologists, although 
(because at the present time our knowledge of 
the processes involved in solving art problems 
is decidedly limited) we are forced to use such 
terms as intuition, inspiratioll, and instinct. 

However, we know that all art begins with a 
human need. This need may vary from a 
purely physical requirement of shelter to a 
very real desire for self-expression or an 
equally real desire for emotional satisfaction. 
In either case there is a problem to be solved 
or an adjustment to be made. The quality of 
the art product depends on how well this result 
is achieved. 

To produce a satisfactory solution of the 
human problem some knowledge of humanity 
is necessary. It is essential to understand not 
only certain basic desires, but also the means 
of satisfying them. This problem leads directly 
into the fields of sociology and psychology. No 
artist is worthy of the name who does not have 
a broad sympathy with human needs. It is 
here that art finds both its inception and its 
ultimate end. It is done by people for people, 
and its only value is in terms of humanity. 
Art today includes each one of us. We follow 
the same processes when we select a necktie or 
a chair that an artist follows when he chooses 
a particular pigment for a painting. Like the 
artist we are solving a problem, and like the 
artist we are placing existing elements into new 
combinations. We differ from the artist only 
in the degree of our skill in making these com
binations. Some people have spent most of 
their lives developing their sensitivity to form 
and color ; to them we apply the name of 
artists, but there is no sharp dividing line be
tween the people who design furniture and the 
people who arrange furniture in their homes. 

Although the prime function of design is to 
satisfy utilitarian requirements, it has a coin
cidental function of establishing an efficient and 
pleasing relationship with our habits and pat
terns. In other wocds, the pattern of the art object 
must be related to the pattern of the observer. 
Two houses may fulfill their functional require
ments equally well, and yet one of them may 
be more pleasing than the other. We say that 
it is better looking, that it is interesting, or 
that it is "right." The basis for these state
ments is the way in which the elements have 
been combined. They are not awkward in ar
rangement, but exhibit a total unity which most 
of us like. In spite of our widely different 
natures and experiences, there seem to be a 
few factors in arrangement which we all find 

pleasing. For example, there are few of us 
who can admire a building which appears to 
topple over, because a lack of balance in any 
art form distresses even the untrained, and 
there are very few of us who do not appreciate 
having our vision simplified by proper empha
sis of parts. A few design principles have 
grown out of these fundamental ways in which 
we see things, and these constitute a second 
class of human needs to which the work of 
art must be functionally related. 

After one has become aware of a human 
need, and after one has studied habits of ob
servation, the problem of actually working with 
materials must be faced. A house must be 
built from pieces of lumber or steel, formless 
clay must be shaped into a vase, and the 
rough stone carved into a statue. In doing 
this many new problems are encountered which 
serve greatly to modify the manner in which 
the original problem is solved. For example, 
clay will seldom serve the same purpose, or 
take the same shapes, as will metal ; and it is 
a mistake to expect it to do so. Likewise, a 
fabric made by machinery cannot-and should 
not attempt to-imitate a hand-made piece. 
Certain forms are as natural to certain ma
terials and processes as eating and sleeping are 
to us. 

It is by facing these problems that the artist 
of today produces his work. He has become 
part of the social order and is acutely sensi
tive to the needs of his fellow men. He realizes 
that art is not limited to the picture galleries 
and to needlework, but that it is found in the 
home, and in the community; in industry, com
merce and religion; and he realizes that in 
order to perform a satisfactory service, he must 
have contact with each of these fields. He 
recognizes a variety of needs, and his answers 
range from kitchen stoves to abstract paintings. 
depending upon the particular need to be met 
and the material to be used. He has become 
suspicious of all those who evade life by retir
ing into the past, because to him the present
with all of its dangers and pitfalls-is tre
mendously stimulating. He is a man who is 
alive to his fellow men and who works indus
triously to make life more pleasant for them. 

Mr. Faulkner, lllstructor in Art Educati01z. 
beliez•es that appreciation of art is best at
tai11ed through participatioll. The Septem
ber lllllllber of Design co11tains 011 article by 
him 011 this subject. usi11g his work at the 
l.'ni<·ersity of Millllesota for illustration. 
:lfr. Faulkner offers the E:rte11sioll course. 
Art For Everyday. 

Entered as second class matter October ~. 19;!6, 
at the post office in Minneapolis, Minn., under 
the Act of August !4, 1912. 
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What Is the StJdy of Ethics? 

THERE are different points of view fro:n 
which one may reflect upon such an event 

as the assassination of Caesar by Brutus, or 
the execution of Socrates by the Athenian peo
ple. One may be interested primarily in the 
aesthetic possibilities: Would these episodes 
make good subjects for historical paintings or 
dramas or novels? One may be interested pri
marily in the causes which brought them about: 
In terms of what antecedent events and forces 
are these particular events to be understood? 
\Vere they political, or economic, or religious, 
or otherwise? One may be interested primarily 
in the morality of the situations: Ought these 
things to have occurred? Did Brutus do right 
or wrong in assassinating Caesar? Did Soc
rates do right or wrong in defying the will of 
the Athenian people? 

In terms of these alternative interests one 
may distinguish between the artist, the scientist 
and the moralist. It is an interest in the 
aesthetic possibilities which marks the artist 
in us. It is an interest in the morality which 
marks the moralist in us. One rather general 
answer to the question at the head of this paper 
might be this: "Ethics is an enquiry into the 
principles and problems of morality," under
standing by ''morality" those aspects of con
duct, or character, or institutions, to which 
reference is made when one says "It ought to 
be thus,'' or "It is not right that this is the 
case," or "It would be better so." 

The attempt to reflect upon the questions 
raised by these and similar moral judgments 
leads soon to problems of a rather baffling com
plexity. One of the first and most obvious of 
these is the nature and validity of what, with 
mmplete etymological strictness, one might call 
''moral principle." What I mean may be illus
trated by the case of Brutus. Suppose he is 
reflecting upon the morality of his intende:l 
assassination of Caesar. There are two funda
mental questions he might address to himself : 
( 1) Ought I to kill Caesar? (2) Why ought I 
to kill Caesar? Once this second question has 
been asked, he is launched upon a regressive 
analysis which terminates in what I have named 
a "moral principle." To continue the illustra
tion. Let the answer to his second question 
be "If Caesar lives, he will destroy the Re
public and set up a tyranny." This answer, 
when the mood is on, serves only to provoke 
another question : "Why ought I to try to save 
Rome from such a fate?" Let the answer be 
"Many lives will be saved and much unhap
piness prevented." It is clear that we are 
launched upon a regressive analysis, the end 
term of which can only be reached by repeat
ing our controlling question until its continued 
repetition no longer makes sense. Thus Brutus 
might ask, "\Vhy ought lives to be saved and 
unhappiness prevented?" Let the answer be, 
"Such is the will of the gods." The answer 
is met readily enough with an extension of 
the original question, "Why ought I to strive 
to carry out the will of the gods?" Let the 
answer be, "In a life which follows this one, 
they have power to reward and punish." This 
answer might be met by another question, "Why 
ought I to act, in this life, so as to assure my 
status in the life to be lived among the gods?" 
Let the answer be, "To such a question there 
is no further answer." \Nhen such a point has 

By Alburey Castell 

Allmrcy Castell, Ph.D., I11structor in Phi
losophy, author of lllllllerous papers in phi
losophical journals, has been a co11tributor 
to The Interpreter before. His "!Vhat Is 
Philosophy?", Zl'hich appeared in these col
lllllllS i11 1934, led to the present article. 
H•hich anS'il'crs a11 often pcrplexill!) questio11. 
Jlr. Castell ·will offer a course in Political 
and Social Ethics on the campus 11cxt sc
lllcstcr. 

been reached in a regressive analysis controlled 
by the question "Why ought I?", one is con
fronted with what I mean by a "moral prin
ciple." The term is used here in the sense in 
which one speaks of "the principles of eco
nomics," or the principles of geometry." The 
idea is of a logically primitive proposition com
prehending all the others which lead up to it. 
It is "ultimate" in the sense of being "last." 
''That," Brutus might say, "is my ultimate an
swer to the question why I ought to kill 
Caesar." It would, incidentally, be his ultimate 
answer to all questions of "ought," if he is a 
coherent moralist : the regressive analysis which 
begins at the question "Vv'hy ought I to do 
thus?" where "thus" may refer to anything. 
should, in the hands of a coherent moralist, 
lead always to the same ultimate principle 
whatever it may happen t~ be. 

One of the most difficult nuestions any moral
ist has to face is precipit~ted by the enquiry 
into the status of moral principles. Suppose 
that the regressive analys s of which I speak 
has led two moralists ba k to two different 
moral principles. A rathe~ embarrassing pre
dicament is thereby created, which cannot be 
evaded satisfactorily by a, broad-minded wave 
of the hand to the effect lthat both are right. 
It is clear, I think. that both cannot be right 
unless both say the same thing. The fact that 
moralists do differ as to their ultimate moral 
principle creates this difltcult and persistent 
problem, namely, upon wh~t kind of evidence 
is a moral principle held? The question is not 
''\Vhat is the moral principle presupposed by 
my conduct or my judgment of other persons' 
conduct?" The answer to that question, I pre
sume, a man can find out if he will note where 
he is carried by repeating the query "\Vhy 
ought I?" The question which I am concerned 
to underline is not that, but rather, this: 
''\Vhen a moral principle has been thus tracked 
to earth, upon what sort of evidence may it 
be said to rest?" There js, I think, no final 
evasion of this question. Unless and until a 
moralist has faced this qu stion-\Vhat is the 
nature of the evidence for olding or repudiat
ing a moral principle ?-h has not faced the 
first and most difficult pr blem in any ethics 
course. At the risk of ted um I would repeat, 
the question concerns the rueness of a moral 
principle; or rather, the na ure of the evidence 
to which one can point wh n the trueness of a 
moral principle is challeng . And, as a Par
thian shot, it should be not d that none of the 
steps by which one arrives I a moral principle, 
in the sense described above with reference to 
Brutus, constitutes relevant evidence for a moral 
principle once it has been formulated. 

Suppose. once more, that Brutus is contem-

plating the fact of Caesar's rise to power, and 
his revolutionary ambitions based upon that rise. 
"Caesar," he might say, "desires to usurp the 
sovereign power vested in the senate and the 
Roman people. He ought not to entertain this 
desire. He ought to control this desire. Fail
ing this, someone ought to control it for him, 
even to the limit of killing him if need be." 
These reflections, it seems to me, might very 
naturally have run through his mind. Now, 
whatever eise we might be inclined to admit 
or deny about the total situation which included 
Caesar's desires and Brutus' moral judgment 
upon them, we would all agree, I think, in one 
point, namely : "If Caesar could not help but 
have these desires and respond to them, any 
more than he could help but fall if he slipped 
on a sheet of ice, then Brutus' reflections upon 
the matter would be completely irrelevant. 
]\fore generally: If, in any of his actions, no 
man can help doing other than he does; if, 
that is to say, any of his actions are completely 
determined in the sense that the path of a 
projectile is determined, then moral judgment 
upon that action is completely irrelevant. If 
in all their actions all men are thus unable to 
do other than what, in fact, they do, then no 
moral judgment upon any of their actions is in 
any way relevant or significant. 

I state this matter thus elaborately and repe
titiously because, it seems to me, many persons 
do. in fact, try to claim both that human con
duct is, in some sense or other, completely de
termined, and that moral judgments upon such 
mnduct are still somehow significant. In this 
whole matter the moralist meets a second prob
lem. comparable in importance and complexity, 
to the problem of the nature of the evidence 
upon which one may hold or repudiate a moral 
principle. All that I am proposing, in this 
connection, is to draw attention to three or 
four basic problems, typical of those one tries 
to analyse in an ethics course. For that rea
son, there would appear to be no need to do 
more, in this case, than point out where, pre
cisely, the old "metaphysical" problem of "free
will" continues to press upon us if we would 
claim the right to say, with regard to any 
human action, "It ought to be done" or "It 
ought not to be done." If anyone will face 

(Contimted on page three) 

Mr. Castell suggests the following hooks 
for independent reading in ethics. The hooks 
in Group A are for those who already have 
a working knowledge of the subject. The 
books in Group B are for those readers who 
seek readable introductions to the subject. 
Group A-

Moore, G. E.; Principia Ethica 
Westermarck, E.; Ethical Relativity 
Smith, T. V.; Be'\'Oild Conscience 
Hartmann, N.; Ethics 

Group B-
Lippman, \V. ; Preface to Morals 
Russell. B.; Conquest of Happiness 
Cabot, R.; The Meaning of Right and 

T17rong 
Niebuhr, R.; Moral Man and Immoral 

Society 
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THE INTERPRETER 
READERS A MERRY 

WISHES ITS 
CHRISTMAS! 

Yes, a !\Ierry Christmas. But while peace 
and good-will reign in Minnesota this month 
we would not have our readers forget that 
"there may be chaos still around the world." \Ve 
would not have them forget the gathering war 
clouds in Europe. We would not have them 
forget ''what man has made of man" here and 
abroad. And we would remind them that big
otry, sham, and hate are no part of philosophy 
or of science. 

\Ve wish that there were no reader who had 
not learned from his Extension work, no mat
ter in what subject, something of the sanctity, 
the dignity, and the power of the spirit of 
learning. There is no study which does not 
in the end teach a knowledge of mankind: his 
motives, his strengths, and his weaknesses. And 
to know should be to forgive. 

"If all men were artists," it has been said. 
"there would be no war." \Ve paraphrase this. 
and sav that if all men were philosophers and 
scientists, there would be no war. Moreover, 
if all men knew the causes of war, honestly 
and actually, there COULD be no war. 

Truth and Repose 
God offers to every mind its choice between 

truth and repose. Take which you please,-
vou can never have both. Between these, as a 
pendulum, man oscillates. He in whom the 
Jove of repose predominates will accept the 
first creed the first philosophy, the first political 
party he ~eets,--most likely his father's. He 
gets rest, commodity, and reputation; but he 
shuts the door of truth. He in whom the love 
of truth predominates will keep himself aloof 
from all moorings, and afloat. He will abstain 
from doo-matism, and recognize all the opposite 
negation;, between which, as walls, his being 
is swung. He submits to t~e. inconvenienc~ of 
suspense and imperfect opmton, but he IS a 
candidate for truth, as the other is not, and re
spects the highest Jaw of his being. 

--Ralph Waldo Emerson, Intellect 

Loyalty and Confusion 
By T. A. H. Teeter 

These are days when the peoples of the world 
are so confused by the rapid changes in the 
social and economic environment that they are, 
like the drowning man, apt to grab at a straw 
to save themselves. Any nostrum that is of
fered is hailed as a cure-all for each ill of the 
social, economic. and political organizations of 
mankind. Strange fears and fetishes appear in 
people we once accredited with sound common 
sense. 

One of these is the fear of general disloyalty 
and breeding revolution among the citizenry of 
a country, and especially among what ought 
to be its most intelligent citizenry, the teaching 
profession. Some seem to think treachery and 
treason lurk in almost every human soul. 

Loyalty organizations of various kinds sponsor 
what they believe to be patriotic movements to 
compel loyalty on the part of all but themselves. 
In their opinion everyone is o:.~t of step but 
Johnny, and Johnny seems to be their name. 

Legislatures pass laws compelling certain 
groups to swear loyalty to the Constitution when 
often the ancestors of the individuals in these 
groups were here a hundred years before the 
Constitution was written, and a quarter of a 
thousand years before certain individuals in 
these legislatures, who cry for restraint, came 
to the American continent. Loyalty organiza
tions of all kinds sponsor these patriotic move
ments in good faith, thinking that by legislating 
fealty into the teaching profession, for example, 
they are solving the social and political prob
lems of the nation. 

Now far be it from us to find fault with loy
alty campaigns. But we believe, on the whole, 
that the great majority of Americans are true, 
loyal citizens, ready to support the Constitution 
or amend it in an orderly manner, as they have 
done some twenty-one times. 

But the roots of our present-day problems go 
far deeper than the mere mouthings of patriotic 
sentiments. The evolution of society does not 
come about by mere legislation. It is the great 
evolutionary changes that compel mankind to 
adjust itself by appropriate change in its man
made laws so that these laws will fit the changed 
economic and social situation. The forces of 
nature are greater than those of men. ~1an can 
only adjust himself to these changes. He can
not assert himself against them to any great 
extent. The evolution of society does not yield 
readily to legislative restraint, as witness the 
fate of the Eighteenth Amendment. 

Most social, economic, and political troubles 
are not due to disloyalty to our organized gov
ernment so much as to the inability of our 
people to earn a livelihood. No swearing of 
fealty will, per se, make jobs for the unemployed 
or bring food to the hungry. 

Neither will the unemployed of industry find 
employment on the farm, nor the unemployed 
farm laborer find employment in industry. The 
machine has, in all probability, forestalled that. 
The re-employment of the unemployed will prob
ably have to come about through the creation of 
service enterprises yet unthought of. And since 
they are unthought of. it follows that someone 
ought to do some real intelligent thinking and 
planning for the future. It seems that this 
burden should logically fall on our statesmen, 
economists, sociologists, and educators. It calls 
for planning without precedents or examples, 
because within recorded history humanity has 
never faced such conditions as those now con
fronting us. Our present problems have never 
been solved. 

This situation calls for honest trial of pro
posals, patience with the errors that are made, 
and a sincere endeavor on the part of every 
citizen, every organization, to give those in 
high places a chance to work out a solution 
without being the target of aspersions and 
accusations of disloyalty. 

The !lllcrpretcr's reading suggestions will be 
found on page four. 

The Interpreter 

Official Notice 
Auditors 

Students in extension classes who do not seek 
credit toward a degree or a certificate, but pre
fer to be classed as auditors, must signify that 
desire on blanks provided for the purpose. If 
this is not done it is assumed that a student 
wishes to do all the work of the class, including 
the final examination, and be given an appro
priate grade. 

The procedure is simple. Instructors will 
prO\·ide blanks which may be signed and either 
sent to the General Extension Division, or left 
with the instructor. This may be done at any 
time previous to the final examination; but it 
is advised that it be done just as soon as a 
student decides that he does not wish to con
tinue to work for credit. If it is not done, the 
instructor has no authority to rate a student as 
an auditor. 

Irving W. Jones, 
Chairman Students' 'vVork Committee 

Principles 
By Leon J. Richardson 

Director of [ '11iversil\' Exte11sioll, U11iz·crsit\' of 
Califomia -

( Rcrri11tcd from the University of California 
Extension Di'lision News) 

.\ man of healthy brain, with all the world 
round him for library and laboratory, need not 
cease to learn. But his mind, if it is to grow, 
cannot be nourished on prepossessions or other 
men's conclusions. It is developed rather by 
thinking. thinking subjects through in an or
derly way, without taking any step for granted. 
In the domain of studies, as Dr. Martin Fischer 
obsen·es. the so-called "practical man," loath 
to lay solid foundations, "continues to practice 
the mistakes of his forefathers." The common
place, reviewed, and viewed rightly, fires the 
imagination. "I have never met anyone other 
than a scientist or painter," wrote John C. Van 
Dyke, "who could conscientiously say that he 
had spent five consecutive minutes of his life 
looking at the sky above him." The spirit of 
learning is concerned with the HOW and 
\\'HY rather than with the 'vVH.\ T. Facts 
clutter, unless thev are correlated. 

Civilization can;1ot be voiced through one 
language, nor seen from a single point of view, 
whether national or individual. Explore, there
fore, the literature of more than one age of 
more than one nation. Better than reading about 
a book is reading the book. Bear in mind what 
the French critic said about translations: "Like 
women. they are, if true. rarely beautiful; if 
beautiful, rarely true." 

In any field of endeavor principles are para
mount. !\fan's passion for inquiry discovers 
them. Through them problems are solved and 
things understood. The mathematician relies 
on them. The composition of stars is made 
out through a principle of light. Doctor Samuel 
Johnson put forth a principle of literature when 
he said Shakespeare's "drama is the mirror 
of life." Again, a building is well made when 
the builder takes into account the site (includ
ing the soil, slope, seepage, exposure, climate. 
floods. earthquakes, and the like), the nearest 
suitable building materials, available labor. 
budget. the desired strength and duration of the 
structure, the nature and pursuits of the people 
who are to occupy it, as well as of those who 
are to view it. Houses, therefore, in Kam
chatka, Greece, and California, differ as they 
may. should all be planned on the same prin
ciple. \Vithout it we can neither understand 
nor appreciate architecture. 

"Much contemporary writing and thinking 
gives the impression that it has been done bv 
tired men."--Irwin Edman, Gaiety for the 
Solemn. 



lor December, 1935 

New Art Exhibits at 
University Gallery 

The University Gallery announces two exhibi
tions for the month of December, which are of 
more than usual interest. The first, which will 
be on display until December 5, is a collection 
of African and South American Bush-Negro 
art made by Melville Herskovits of Northwest
ern University, one of the foremost anthropolo
gists of the country. From December 6 to 
December 21, the University Gallery will dis
play the International Salon of Photography's 
annual exhibit of Silver Prize winners. Visit
ing hours at the Gallery are from 12 :30 to 
5 :30, Monday to Saturday. The Gallery is lo
cated on the fourth floor of the Northrop 
Memorial Auditorium. 

-------
"An open mind is all very well in its way, 

but it ought not to be so open that there is 
no keeping anything in or out of it. It should 
be capable of shutting its doors sometimes, or 
it may be found a little draughty." 

-Samuel Butler, Notebooks. 

Ethics 
(Continued from page one) 

frankly the determinist's claim, he will see, it 
seems to me, that what it comes to is precisely 
this: That no one could ever, at any time, have 
acted otherwise than in fact he did act. If, on 
the other hand, anyone will face clearly his 
use of the term "ought" in the judgment "He 
ought not to have done what, in fact, he did 
do," he will see that what it comes to is this: 
The judgment "A man ought to have done 
otherwise" implies, on pain of being nonsense 
if denied, that he could have done otherwise. 
Anyone who admits these two points is con
fronted with a hasty dilemma: If he admits the 
determinist's claim, then he must admit that 
judgments involving the idea of "ought" are 
meaningless; if he denies the determinist's claim, 
then he must explain in what sense a man could 
have done other than he did do. It is one of 
the tasks of an ethics course to prod the un
reflective moralist with the horns of this di
lemma, in the hope that he may be driven to 
consider more carefully, and, maybe, present 
more clearly, the nature of these conflicting 
claims. That clearer and more careful analysis 
will finally dispel any paradox is held by the 
moralist as sincerely as by the scientist. All 
that one wishes to preclude is that the paradox 
will be "solved" by merely denying one of the 
conflicting claims out of obeisance to the other. 

Thus far two fundamental theoretical prob
lems, typical of the content of an ethics course, 
have been dealt with. Others, less ultimate and 
more "concrete" might be referred to. But 
they turn out, in so many instances, to be mere 
corollaries or definitions following from deci
sions reached with regard to these more ulti
mate problems, that they may be left unmen
tioned beyond the observation that they have 
to do with the general enquiry into the prin
ciples and problems of morality. They may be 
studied in the chapters of any one of a dozen 
ethics textbooks. 

There is, however, one matter among these 
less "ultimate" problems which requires special 
consideration. I mean the question of the morality 
of institutions. We may describe a moralist as 
a critic, though not all critics are moralists. 
He is a critic whose evaluations are made in 
terms of such categories as right and wrong, 
good and bad, ought and ought not, virtue and 
vice, and so on. He is a critic whose evalua
tions are directed, for the most part, at con
duct, character, and institutions. What one 
means by "moral evaluation" of conduct or 
character, one's own or another's, is understood 
easily enough. That it is seldom made wisely 
and truly, is also understood easily enough. 
But what, in detail, one means by moral evalua
tion of institutions seems not always to be so 
clear. 

Frederick Willi~m Reynolds 
Frederick W. Reynolds~ Director of Univer

sity Extension at the University of Utah, 
died of pneumonia in 1Salt Lake City on 
Thursday, November 14.1 For several years 
he had not been very s!trong, but his death 
came suddenly after a sHort illness. He was 
a graduate of Harvard in the class of 1900 
and, therefore, a classmate of Director Price 
of Minnesota. Mr. Reynolds was one of the 
veterans of the university extension movement 
in this country, and devoted virtually his whole 
working life to it. His work has been builded 
into the life and ideals of the University of 
Utah. He was a modest and unassuming man, 
quiet and soft-spoken, but withal firm in his 
convictions and unwavering in his adherence 
to worthy standards of scholarship and con
duct. In the councils of the National Univer
sity Extension Association, of which he was 
one of the founders and chief supporters, he 
was noted for his sagacity, his breadth of vision, 
and his tolerance. His stalwart faith and prac
tical wisdom will be sorely missed in the times 
to come. • 

An institution, we may say, gives form or 
''organization" to human needs and desires. 
Thus, for example, the institution of Christian 
marriage is one among many of the wavs in 
which form or organization is given to certain 
human needs and desires. Again, the institu
tion of private property, as that term is used 
among us, is one of the h1any ways in which 
form or organization is given to certain human 
needs and desires. Hence, evaluation of any in
stitution will move along either of two lines. 
The most radical criticism would be directed at 
the ideal latent in the institution. Bv "the ideal 
latent in the institution" I mean the conditions 
which would obtain if the institution were to 
function smoothly, without any of those limita
tions and restrictions introduced by the presence 
and functioning of other institutions. It is 
clear, I think, that the ideal latent in any in
stitution might be made ;the object of moral 
evaluation. One might a~rm or repudiate. for 
example, the ideal latent in such institutions as 
monogamy, capitalism, feudalism, democracy, 
etc. One might argue, "Even if the institution 
did work perfectly, I should denv that the re
sulting conditions were intrinsically desirable." 
On the other hand, criticism might be directed, 
not against the ideal latent in the institution, 
but against restrictions and limitations incident 
to the faulty working of the institution. One 
might say, "The ideal behjnd this institution is 
sound and commendable. :Sut in practice that 
ideal is so far from attaining realization that 
some change is required somewhere." 

Much confusion results ~vhen these two lines 
of evaluation are not kept distinct. It is one 
function of an ethics cour$e to keep them dis
tinct; to direct attention, relative to the society 
within which it falls, to the nature of such in
stitutions as impinge on the moral life of man, 
to their latent ideals. to their necessary work
ing limitations, to the criticisms thus evoked, 
and to the reforms and alternatives proposed. 
This forms a large and fundamental part of 
the conception which lies back of an ethics 
course, namely, "E\·ery man his own moralist." 
The morality of institutions bulks thus laroce 
because institutions contribute so greatly to the 
formation of character and the determination of 
conduct. -

These, I think. are reptesentative problems, 
the enquiry into which copstitutes the subject 
matter of an ethics course.l Its content, to re
capitulate. is a reflective ~nalysis of the prin
ciples and problems of mor~lity. This morality 
may ~e of. co~duct, of char c~er, of institutions. 
Its a1m IS Every man h1s own moralist." 
meaning by that phrase th~ cultivation, so far 
as such a thing can be cultihted by the methods 
of reading and instruction, of individual com
petence to make moral decisions and moral 
evaluations. 
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Hoffman and Son Will 
Get Degrees Together 

By Ardis Kaplan 

Next spring a father and his son will present 
themselves, on the same platform, and at the 
same commencement exercises, for degrees from 
the Gniversity of Minnesota; the father as a 
Bachelor of Arts, and the son as a Doctor of 
Medicine. :-Ir. Arthur Hoffman, the father, 
will have earned his degree largely through 
work done in Extension classes, which he has 
attended regularly since 1923. 

As a young man (in 1907 to be exact) Mr. 
Hoffman entered the College of Science, Lit
erature, and the Arts only to be forced shortly 
after he began his second year, to discontinue his 
course. He entered into his father's profession, 
optometry, and today he is still contmuing the 
practice which his father established. But Mr. 
Hoffman found time, despite the demands of 
his practice, again to matriculate at the uni
versity, this time in the General Extension Di
vision. Since that time, twelve years ago, he 
has never failed to spend one evening each 
week-and only one evening-on the Minnesota 
campus, to the end that he has completed a 
major sequence in French, and minor sequences 
in both German and Sociology, at the same 
time that he studied still other subjects which 
held special interest for him. 

It was not the desire for a degree that first 
led 1Ir. Hoffman to enter Extension classes. 
Rather it was the wish to prepare himself 
for the time when he should give up his active 
participation in business, and retire to travel 
and to live abroad. His experiences in Eu
rope, as a youth, convinced him that on the 
Continent people have mastered the art of being 
at leisure. In America, according to Mr. 
Hoffman, one who retires before feebleness and 
infirmity necessitate it finds himself constantly 
defending his action to those about him. Be
cause Mr. Hoffman has always wanted to be 
able to retire at a reasonable age and devote 
the rest of his time to interests other than those 
of business, he decided early in life that when 
he was ready to take this step the Continent 
would be his destination; more specifically, 
some such city as Vienna, Nice, or Paris. At 
present his ambition is to live in Paris. where 
he hopes to study at the famous Sorbonne. 

Fired by the ambition to live and to study 
in France, and spurred by a natural liking for 
languages, 1J r. Hoffman started his first course 
in beginning French one evening in 1923. To
day he reads French as easily as he does his 
native English, and speaks it hardly less flu
ently; he has a good working knowledge of 
German ; and he has begun the study of Spanish. 
The degree which he will get next spring sig
nifies. in itself, very little to him. It is a 
means to an end, he says, since any future 
studies in foreign universities will be aided 
by the possession of it. 

Despite the fact that his interest in foreign 
languages and his ambition to master them 
was what sent him back to college, Mr. Hoff
man avers that his study of Sociology has been 
equally valuable to him, by giving him an un
derstanding of modern affairs which has helped 
him in his profession. Every business man or 
professional man, believes Mr. Hoffman, must 
understand what is happening in the worlcl 
about him if he is to keep his business abreast 
with the times. And, he adds, there is no bet
ter way of learning to understand, appreciate, 
and correctly interpret the social and political 
changes taking place about us than to study, in 
sociology courses, the backgrounds for these 
events. 

:-rr. Hoffman will have more than earned his 
degree by next spring, but he has no intention 
of stopping there. He means to keep right on 
devoting one evening each week to his avo
cation, and to the fulfillment of his life-long 
ambition. 
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The Interpreter Suggests 

The11 I thought of rcadi11y-the nice a11d 
subtle happi11ess af rcadi11g. This was Cllough, 
this joy 1101 dulled by Age, this polite OJzd !til

punished ~·icc, this selfish, sere11e, life-lo11g 
i11to.ricatio11.-Logan Pearsall Smith, Trivia. 

Last month The I11terpretcr suggested that 
the first step in finding a book listed in this 
column was to call on the facilities of the public 
library or the university library. This month 
we add the suggestion that you visit your near
est bookstore, or the book department of your 
favorite downtown store. ~fany of these store; 
now have The I11terprctcr's lists of suggestions, 
and are prepared to help you. .May we add too 
that most of the books which we suggest can 
be bought in inexpensive reprints, and that 
there are few greater satisfactions than owning 
a book you have enjoyed reading. 

The interest in suggested reading for college 
students has grown apace. Recently there has 
come to our hands a copy of an eighty-page 
pamphlet, published by the National Council of 
Teachers of English, called Good Rcadi11g. 
which lists and describes about a thousand 
books "which are well worth knowing, enjoy
able to read. and largely available in inexpen
sive editions." The editor of The Interpreter 
will be glad to tell his readers how to secure 
this pamphlet if they are interested. 

In this pamphlet is a list of "the fifty books 
most often recommended by 1,638 students in 
fifty-three colleges." Henry Seidel Canby. 
\\Titing in the Saturday Rcz•ii"i.l' of Literature. 
has studied this list, as well as the companion 
list compiled by the teachers and has reached 
some interesting conclusions concerning reading 
lists for college students. (You can read this 
vourself in the Saturdav Rez·icw for November 
9.) \V'hat we are chiefly interested in is the 
fact that ~fr. Canby finds that the teachers' 
list "shows a narrow range of intellectual curi
osity and a strong tendency to keep on recom
mending what the text books for fifty years 
have said were good books for the young." 

Silent vs. Sound Films for 
Public Schools 

By Haldor B. Gislason 
Hrad of the Department of Community Sen·ice 

Schools and other organizations these days 
are asking, "\Vhat film equipment shall we 
buy? Shall it be the 16 mm. silent, the 16 mm. 
sound, or the 35 mm. sound?" It is not pos
sible to answer these questions without some 
qualifying statements. \V' e believe, however. 
that the opinion of film producers and film 
users alike may be stated somewhat as follows : 

If you do not have 16 mm. silent film equip
ment, you should get it. That is regarded as 
basic for all schools. The silent 16 mm. film 
is here to stay, and will continue to be, for 
most schools, the principal class room and audi
torium film. There are more good educational 
films of this type than of all others combined. 

The 16 mm. silent film has many advantages 
for class room and even auditorium use. It 
is easy to run. Anyone can learn to run a 16 
mm. projector in a few minutes. It can be 
easilv moved from one room to another. as it 
11·eig.hs only a few pounds. The transportation 
cost of 16 mm. films is small compared to that 
of 35 mm. films. The new improved 16 mm. 
projectors using 500 to 750 watt lights throw 
a clear picture even in a good-sized auditorium. 

"\Vhat about sound films?" vou ask. Sound 
films no doubt will be gradually coming into 
use. and are used in some of the larger schools 
now in the 35 mm. size. Thev can make sig
nificant contributions to teaching. They can 

And he finds that the students are aware of 
"the strong trends of contemporary literature" 
as their teachers are apparently not, although 
the students sometimes mix this awareness 
with "a weakness for the best-seller type." 

Finally, .\h. Canby says: "\Ve distrust all 
lists of recommended books, having had a share 
in making too many. Accidents of memory, 
experience or the lack of it, prejudice, and 
propaganda, too often enter into the compila
tion." This leads us to reiterate. for the third 
time since September, that The Interpreter's 
suggestions are not to be taken as constituting 
a "reading list." The !Jztcrpretcr's sole inten
tion is to help you discover your own books. 
And now to the hints for December reading: 

THERE'S ALWAYS TOMORROW. 
By Marguerite Harrison. 

A Jzczv autobiography, of which the Saturday 
Review says: "Not merely an ama:::ingly i11ter
esti11g story in itself, but one of the best 
co11tributions to u11dcrsta11ding contemporary 
Europe. 

THE GOOD EARTH. By Pearl 
Buck. 
The most frequently recomzne1zded book 

among the 1,638 students 111CIIfioncd aboz•c. 

TOM SAWYER and HUCKLE
BERRY FINN. By Mark Twain. 

Says the author himself: "Persons attempt
mg to find a moth•e in this narrath•e "<c•ill be 
prosecuted: persons attempting to find a moral 
in it Zl'ill be banished: persons attempting to 
find a plot in it zc•ill be shot." 

FRIDAY'S BUSINESS. By Maurice 
Baring. 

The Interpreter includes this because we 
think 110 o11e will n•cr place it 011 a reading 
list. 

THE LORDS OF CREATION. By 
Frederick Lewis Allen. 

Another book only rcce11tly off the press. It 
is "a11 attempt to tell the story of the immells<' 
finmzcial and corporate expansion which tooll 
place i11 the United States between the depres
sion of the eiyhtem-11ineties and the crisis of 
the ninetcc11-thirtics. " 

bring fine musical programs to the schools. 
They can present interesting personalities bet
ter than the silent films. They can be used 
in a supplementary way for teaching modern 
languages. 

For most purposes, however, and especially 
for presenting objects for study to school chil
dren, a> in the field of naiure study, the siient 
film is probably the best. Most films are made 
to be looked at primarily, rather than to be 
talked about. It is the picture that counts. 
Recent experiments tend to show that for cer
tain purposes at least the silent film is more 
efficient than the sound film. Constant talking 
during the showing of a film was found to 
distract the pupils' attention. These experi
ments also tended to show that the best word 
accompaniment to educational films is running 
comments by the teacher. 

"For men have entered into a desire of learn
ing and knowledge, sometimes upon a natural 
curiosity and inquisitive appetite; sometimes to 
entertain their minds with variety and delight; 
sometimes for ornament and reputation ; and 
sometimes to enable them to victory of wit and 
contradiction; and most times for lucre and 
profess ion ; and seldom sincerely to give a true 
account of their gift of reason, to the benefit 
and use of men: as if there were sought in 
knowledge a couch whereupon to rest a search
ing and restless spirit . . . or a shop for 
profit or sale; and not a rich storehouse for the 
glory of the Creator and relief of man's 
estate."-Francis Bacon, The Adz•mzcement of 
Lcaming. 

Correspondence Shows 
Twenty-two Year Record 
~Ir. A. H. Speer, Head of the Correspondence 

Study Department, points proudly to three rec
ords which his department has made in the 
twenty-two years from 1913-14 to 1934-35. 
First, in these twenty-two years there have been 
25,322 new annual registrations. Second, in 
this same time there have been, counting the 
registrations carried from year to year, 47,189 
total registrations. And finally, during these 
twenty-two years, there have been 12,605 com
pletions of courses begun. Since registrants 
sometimes take more than one course, the num
ber of individuals involved in the new annual 
registrations was 21,452. 

Registrations increased from forty per cent 
to fifty per cent each year during the seven 
years beginning 1913-14, until the time of the 
return of the veterans from the World \Var. 
The annual registration jumped from 208 in 
1919-20 to 636 in 1920-21. This increase was 
rapid during the next years until 1930-31, when 
the depression began to be keenly felt. The 
total annual registration from 1913-14 to 1919-20, 
inclusive, was only 1,654, or 6.5 per cent of 
the total for the twenty-two years. This total 
for the first seven years was eclipsed by the new 
annual registration each year from 1926-27. 
when it reached a peak number of 2.164 in 
1930-31. The falling off of new registrations for 
the three years following 1930-31 is now being 
replaced by a gain. 

The percentage of completions was Jess in 
the early years; that is, fewer persons than at 
other times completed their courses, in propor
tion to the new registration added. The total 
completions during the first seven years begin
ning with 1913-14 was 4.4 per cent of the total 
completions of the twenty-two years. Comple
tions averaged about thirty-three per cent dur
ing these years. The percentage of comple
tions has steadily risen, until now the general 
average is about fifty per cent. 

The number of courses available to the public 
has increased from 95 in 1913-14 to 282 in 
1934-35; and the number of instructors has in
creased from 22 to 83 in the same time. Since 
the effects of the late depression are lessening, 
the annual figures are slowly coming back to 
those of the peak years. Increases will no 
doubt be noted in the future. 

"Knowledge is not a piece of merchandise 
to be transmitted across the counter to the stu
dent consumer; it is an achievement for oneself, 
as personal as the color of the eyes."-Raphae1 
Demos, Ed1tcatian and Business, 

Entered as seco'iid-class 1natter October 2, 192fi. 
at the post office in Minneapolis, Minn., under 
the Act of August 24, 1912. 

Mr. F. K. Walter, 
Librarian, 
University Library U. of ~. 
Minneapolis, Minn. 
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On Choosing a Vocation 
JN times of economic and social disturbances, 

the problem of choosing an occupation which 
will bring security and satisfaction becomes par
ticularly important. The dangers of an unwise 
vocational choice are, or should be, in such 
times immediately apparent to students, to par
ents, and to adults who for various reasons 
contemplate a change of occupation. In mak
ing a choice from among the many possible 
vocations, students especially are prone to com
mit errors of thinking which defeat their desire 
for vocational security. 

At the risk of being trite, we may say that 
a person should choose that kind of work in 
which success and satisfaction have been ob
tained by men and women who possess abilities, 
interests, ambitions, and personality traits sim
ilar to his own. But if a person grants this 
basic principle, his problem remains unsolved 
unless he understands and uses reliable methods 
of determining whether he possesses these neces
sary qualifications. 

It is common experience among those who 
give vocational advice in schools and colleges 
that students "see as in a glass darkly" their 
qualifications for vocations. Indeed, these stu
dents exhibit the same kind of fallacious think
ing used by many persons in deciding which 
political party to support, which applicant to 
employ, which financial theory to accept, or 
even which automobile to purchase. Needless 
to say, students cannot make satisfactory voca
tional choices unless they think clearly concern
ing the problem they face. 

The first step in choosing a vocation is, there
fore, the recognition and consequent avoidance 
of illusions which have lured many persons into 
mental bogs and quicksands. The fact that this 
first step is a negative one of elimination does 
not detract from its value. Actually, the first 
step in many constructive activities is one of 
elimination, whether it be clearing away under
brush for highways, dilapidated shacks for new 
houses, or wiping off "bad" debts in bankruptcy 
before beginning again one's effort to achieve 
financial security. 

The student should consider then the pitfalls 
of thinking that are to be avoided if one is to 
achieve satisfaction and success through valid 
vocational choice. He should first understand 
them and then make certain that they are not 
characteristic of his own thinking. These pit
falls may be characterized as : attractiveness of 
the remote; glorification of the unusual; fallacy 
of the perfect niche; fear of the closed mind; 
spark less motors; and fallacv of the added 
cubit. · 

That student whose perspective is free from 
the distortion called the attractiveness of the 
remote is indeed fortunate. The old adage 
states that the grass on the other side of the 
road is always greener; but a clear-headed per
son sees that it could not be greener. If one 
investigated the ~pparent state of affluence, free
dom from wornes, and satisfaction with their 
work often attributed to lawyers, doctors, bank
ers, and corporation presidents, one would find 
that this is but a mirage. Every type of work 
has its disagreeable routine. Public poise often 
conceals private worries. Another person's work 
is often no better in quality than that of the 
onlooker, although the latter, through envy 
usually clothes his neighbor's work with at~ 

By E. G. Williamson 
Director of the ["niz•ersity Testiny Bureau 

tractiveness. No student should choose any 
type of work with the hope of having a life of 
ease and meteoric success. The same type of 
work may be an opportunity for success for one 
student and certain failure for another. 

Another pitfall is the tendency to glorify the 
unusual. Doctors are endowed with the halo 
of crucial operations; no attention is given to 
the long hours of routine care of patients with 
minor ailments. Enraptured students conjure up 
images of lawyers delivering soul-stirring pleas 
for innocent victims of the~· miscarriage of jus
tice; forgotten are the long hours most lawyers 
must devote to reading Ia\ books and dispens
ing counsel about minor pOints of law. Engi
neers are thought of as builders of the Panama 
Canal; forgotten are the thousands of engineers 
who do nothing more dramatic than to construct 
post offices on Main Street. Dramatic examples 
of professional success obscure the routine 
drudgery which occupies most of a professional 
man's life. No person should be so befogged 
in his thinking as to believe every doctor is 
capable of emulating the Mayo brothers. To be 
successful one must be unusual to the extent 
that he analyzes and uses )-lis unique aptitudes 
and thus creates his own job within the limita-
tions of these aptitudes. : 

Some students think of ~'medicine, law, den
tistry, journalism, and dr matics as the only 
routes to success and happin ss. Sometimes this 
pitfall is called the "white co lar illusion." Actu
ally, one need not be a doctor to be well thought 
of by one's friends and neighbors, or to have 
financial security. Many persons can be of 
service to humanity as much by selling groceries 
as by removing an appendix. Even if medicine 
is more dramatic than the retail grocery busi
ness, that means nothing unless one has the re
quired ability. 0 pportunities are for those Zl'ho 
have the necessary abilities and the "<villingncss 
to use them. 

Still another pitfall in the' choosing of a voca
tion is the fallacy of the perfect niche. Persons 
think of themselves as capable of only one type 
of vocational work. Actually, most students 
have many abilities and are able to use these 
abilities in many different kinds of work. Sup
pose one has shown a skill in mechanical work 
by re-assembling the family Ford as well as 
the family dock and by work in high school 
shop courses. One should not assume thereby 
that engineering is the only career in which 
such ability can be used }uccessfully. As a 
matter of fact, success in e~Je·ineering may re
quire more mechanical abi ity than one pos
sesses, and may demand ther qualifications, 
such as the ability to think in mathematical 
terms. A job is a dynamic, not a static thing; 
iz~ a sense one makes a job ~t oneself. An indi
vzdual changes from year to i year within certain 
limits and makes his job ' conform to these 
changes. There is no "perfect" job, but rather 
opportunities for a happy balance between what 
an individual can do and what the job demands. 

Many students hesitate to make a vocational 
choice for fear that later they may discover a 
job with more appeal. These are the persons 

who want their lives rigidly mapped out for 
the next twenty years. These timid souls hesi
tate to make a decision; they suffer from fear 
of the closed mind. Actually, people make de
cisions from day to day based upon the facts 
available at that time. Such tentative deci
sions are held in mental suspension, perhaps 
for a year, while more facts are being col
lected. Then the tentative decisions are recon
sidered in the light of the newly discovered facts. 
Students should make similar tentative decisions 
regarding their vocational choice. No choice 
is ever final and everlasting; as new experiences 
yield more facts about abilities and interests, 
these early vocational decisions must be recon
sidered; no one need fear that, once he has 
chosen a vocation, his mind is forever closed 
to other possibilities. 

This mental vacillation, however, is per
haps not as serious as the tendency of 
some students to have little, if any, ambition. 
Such students resemble sparkless motors. One 
finds today a few crusaders with an all-consum
ing ambition, but there are many more students 
content to "get by" with as little work as pos
sible; they are willing to be educated, but un
willing to educate themselves. A student with 
average ability but with tremendous ambition is 
more likely to succeed than one who has ability 
but no ambition. Of what value is a twelve 
cylinder car without an ignition spark? Of 
what value is it to inherit a high I.Q. if one 
only sits back and enjoys one's predisposition 
to chronic repose? 

There remains one more pitfall to be avoided 
in an attempt to arrive at a satisfactory voca
tional choice. This pitfall has been called the 
fallacy of the added cubit, or, as it is some
times called, the perfectability of human nature. 
Along with other great American illusions such 
as the necessity for quantities of fresh air, eight 
hours of sleep each night, and "well-rounded 
personalities,'" one may classify the belief that 
if one but wish it earnestly enough a cubit will 
be added to one's mental stature. Such wishful 
thinking will not yield a wise and satisfactory 
vocational choice. Less time should be given 
to wishing for success and more time to a re
liable inventory of the abilities one actually 
possesses. 

An understanding of these pitfalls in choosing 
a vocation is itself a partial defense against 
them. But fortunately there are also offensive 
steps in vocational guidance. Basically these 
steps are but ways of sampling and testing abil
ities and interests. In order to determine 

(Continued 011 page three) 

Editor's Note: TVhat Mr. Williamson has 
zc•ritten seems to us of peculiar importance 
to many Extension students of our acquaint
ance. We arc moved, for this reaso11. to em
phasi::;e t~vo points which are implicit in this 
a~ticle. First, no person should attempt, 
hzmself, to apply any one part of this advice 
concerning z•ocations ~C'ithout the check and 
yuidc of all the other parts. Secozzd. what 
one likes to do, if 1•alidh• determined is as 
important as what one can do. This ~hould 
not he forgotten zc•hcn one cz•aluates his 
aptitudes. 
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An Engineer Looks At 
University Extension 

By Arthur Simon 
(Reprinted from the Natioual University Extension 

Association Bulletin) 

As an engineer who has been in practice for 
a generation and who has seen many other en
gineers come from school, I feel that our edu
cation has been too much specialized. It is. 
therefore, vital for us to become acquainted 
with other fields of thought and with aims and 
accomplishments of other professions. . . 

It is my observation that the extension work 
which has been carried on in the last few 
vears has done much in that direction. It 
has widened the horizon of the specialists by 
making it possible for them to construct a 
broader base on which to found their pro
fessional work. . 

I found out that revolutionary changes took 
place in my profession since I left college and 
it was necessary for me as well as for others 
to re-orient ourselves in various branches of 
the natural sciences and in engineering in order 
to keep up with modern thought and methods. 
This can of course be done by reading and study 
and by discussions or correspondence with 
others, and I myself have benefited greatly and 
enjoyed very much various lectures and semi
nars which were arranged for that purpose 
here in Milwaukee by the L'niversity of vVis-
consin's Extension Division. . 

Another phase of extension work which is 
equally, if not more important, is to acquaint 
the public with the work and aims of the vari
ous professions by popular instruction, to give it 
an appreciation of their social outlook and to 
increase the public's confidence in the profes
sions. 

Extension work has further given the public 
an opportunity to become familiar with and to 
appreciate the arts and sciences generally, and 
to add new interests and value to life. . 
Extension work has taught an ever-increasing 
number of people the scientific approach to life 
problems. . . . A relatively large number 
of people can think objectively about our pres
ent social and economic troubles. I do not 
believe that at any other time or among any 
other people there was such a large percentage 
of individuals who did approach the problems 
of their daily life in the scientific spirit in which 
our people approach them today. Relatively 
the number is large compared to other times 
and circumstances; absolutely it is still piti
fully small. so that the danger still exists that 
the demagogue will carry the masses away with 
his emotional appeals and bring about ultimate 
destruction of some of those values which 
really make life worth living. 

"Education should be the process of forming 
a personality which may function in the world 
of work and yet be out of it, of cultivating 
those intellectual and spiritual interests by ref
erence to which only has work or life any 
importance."-Raphael Demos, Education and 
Busiltess. 

The Interpreter 

The Interpreter Suggests 

This is the curse of the best advice about 
books: Such advice invariably establishes a 
triangle, with the book, the adviser, and the 
prospective reader as its points. With the 
hortatory "you ought to read thus-and-so." 
the intensely personal relation between book 
and reader, with its fine flush and thrill of 
discovery, vanishes. In addition to the 
eternal challenge of the question of Taste, 
advice on Reading always carries with it 
the appalling suggestion of "what you ought 
to get out of it"-as if a book were a cow 
or a cocoanut, to be milked dry. The critic 
or the adviser obtrudes himself between the 
reader and his book. How, then, shall we 
ever come to know about books, and where 
shall we seck for a clue to the limitless 
maze of them? 

It seems reasonable to say that the most 
potent of all propulsions toward reading has 
always been sheer curiosity; in other words, 
the lure of the unknown. We hear a word, 
a phrase, a casual allusion; we catch a 
glimpse of the strange, the curious, the 
eccentric, or the exciting; we are struck by 
the complete justice of an idea, or by the 
tantalizing turn of a speculation; and we 
become immediately curious about the book 
containing it or them. If we are intellectu
ally alive, we find this book, somehow, come 
what may; and we devour it, or taste it, 
catching as we do so still other glimpses 
which lead us to still other books. Let us 
see how this process might actually work. 

The Interpreter looks at his own shelves. 
At random he chooses a volume, MODERN 
ESSAYS, edited by Christopher :\Torley. 
He thumbs the pages. Ah, yes, here is an 
essay, A FAMILIAR PREFACE, by Jo
seph Conrad; and in his prefatory note Mr. 
Morley says that if there is any reader who 
does not know the story of Joseph Conrad, 
"it will be to his soul's advantage to go to 
a public library and look it up." Let us 
suppose that the reader takes this advice 
seriously. He will be led inevitably, but by 
a private and unpredictable route of his own, 
to Conrad's autobiography, A PERSONAL 
RECORD. 

Here he will read the tale of Teodor Kon
rad Korzeniowski, a Polish lad who, remote 
from any suggestion of the sea in his early 
life, developed an unaccountable passion for 
the life of a sailor; went to sea on a French 
vessel; became a Master Mariner in the 
British Merchant Marine, and then, despite 
his Polish background and nautical training, 
astonished the world by becoming one of 
the greatest English novelists. He will find 
this tale told in a fashion as unorthodox as 
the facts of Conrad's career themselves. 

In :1is voyage to the library in search of 
Conrad, the reader may discover the litera
ture of the sea. As he takes his bearings, 
he may, possibly, sight ] ames Fenimore 
Cooper off the port bow, with his RED 
ROVER, THE PILOT, or THE WATER 
WITCH. Or to starboard he may glimpse 
MUTINY ON THE BOUNTY, and MEN 
AGAINST THE SEA, by the contemporary 
collaborators, Charles ~ordhoff and James 

Notice 
Students are reminded that the course, Prac

tical Speech Making, taught by Mr. Albert M. 
Fulton is offered in three divisions correspond
ing to 'the three quarters of the regular unive:
sity schedule. The second quarter, a class m 
Business Speaking, will begin January 7 on 
the campus, and January 9 in St. Paul. Stu
dents planning to take this course in the second 
quarter should register at once. 

Norman Hall. The names of such writers 
as H. M. Tomlinson, W. W. Jacobs, F. 
Tennyson Jesse, and Captain David Bone 
may come to his attention. William McFee 
is inevitable, since he has much in common 
with Conrad, both as a sea-faring man and 
an author. 

As his voyage goes on (as we hope it 
will), the reader may be carried to tropic 
isles where he will find Somerset Mangham 
and Herman Melville. Mangham may carry 
him back to England with his CAKES 
AND ALE or OF HUMAN BONDAGE 
(suggested by The Interpreter before); and 
Melville may lead him from the green val
leys of TYPEE, back to the sea, the realm 
of MOBY DICK. 

But the reader started with Joseph Con
rad. We need not suppose that they part 
quickly. The library catalogue will give 
the titles of Conrad's novels, but one volume 
may be overlooked by the uninitiated. This 
is NOTES ON LIFE AND LETTERS, 
which besides presenting some critical writ
ing which sheds light on Conrad's own read
ing habits, (it should hence be of interest 
to our reader) presents also a unique dis
quisition on the sinking of the Titanic, com
bining the skill of the Master Mariner with 
the genius of the Master Writer. 

And thus the great adventure of reading 
goes on. The course is often set, in The 
Interpreter's experience, by fugitive glimpses 
discon·red in autobiographies, or journals. 
Look at this from C. K. Scott-Moncrieff's 
cliarv: 

.. fn the Field, France, 26th October. 1914. 
The sun is getting into my eyes as I scribble 
this, and a man is dying at my feet, so I 
am afraid it will be a sorry scribble. I have 
THE OXFORD BOOK OF ENGLISH 
VERSE lying in the mud behind me ... " 
vVhv should a man take THE OXFORD 
BOOK OF ENGLISH VERSE with him 
to the trenches? If the reader tries to find 
out for himself, and if in doing so he dis
covers the shining world of English poetry, 
he will not be the first to be led there by 
this volume. 

The Interpreter could never finish this. 
The glimpses are infinite in their variety; 
the routes across the sea of literature are 
individual and devious; but the sea itself 
rewards the courageous adventurer. 

"When a philosopher reaches a certain point 
of wisdom, he knows how tiny his wisdom is. 
He realizes the quaintness of a mite of in
telligence trying to crush the universe into a 
system invented by his little mind. It is impos
sible to perceive the ridiculous save where there 
is a sense of proportion; a sense of humor may 
not be the most trivial though it is the rarest 
tool among philosophers. Likewise when the 
humorist makes the cosmos his theme, his sense 
of the ridiculous is itself a profoundly philo
sophical commentary. It is impossible to take 
the universe too seriously when a satirist lays 
his finger upon it."-Irwin Edman, GaietJ' for 
the Solemn. 

''One of the best secrets of enjoyment is the 
art of cultivating pleasant associations." 

-Leigh Hunt, Essays 

"He who first praises a book becomingly, is 
next in merit to the author." 

-Walter Savage Landor 

''Life is the art of drawing sufficient conclu
sions from insufficient premises." 

-Samuel Butler, .Votel>ooks. 
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Choosing a Vocation 

(Continued from page one) 

whether one has ability and interest adequate 
for a particular occupation, one should try out 
or sample that kind of work. U!1fortunately, 
life is too short to allow an extensive samplmg 
by actually doing all kinds of work; Stude~1ts 
are restricted, therefore, to samplmgs whi~h 
are inexpensive in time and money, yet valid 
or accurate. 

The first sampling may be had through the 
try-out experiences one gets from part-time em
ployment, summer jobs, and even fro~ the 
classroom itself. Most students do not thmk of 
classroom experiences as a try-out of interests 
and abilities for certain types of work. But 
consider whether class work in geometry does 
not provide an opportunity to test the ability to 
think mathematically in terms of two and three 
dimensions. Everyone has had opportunity to 
sample a variety of experienc~s throu,gh these 
various media, but one faces difficulty m evalu
ating the results of these samplings. By _what 
means may one determine how well a parttcular 
type of work can be done? Bein~S first in a 
little Iberian village does not guarantee first 
place or even second place in Rome. Standard
ized achievement tests provide a universal yard
stick for evaluating the try-outs in basic fields 
of knowledge. 

Vocational tests, the second method of vo
cational try-out, are again short sample~ of 
abilities and interests. They yield companson 
with other students, or even with professional 
workers, in terms of the abilities necessary for 
success in a given type of work. Sue~ a 
sampling avoids the fatal pitfalls of fallacwus 
thinking and yields accurate measures of v~K.a
tional stature. Such tests should be admmis
tered and interpreted only by those trained in 
their use for much the same reason that only 
a dentist should attempt a tooth extraction. 
There are. tests of mechanical ability, nimble
ness of hands, clerical ability, knowledge and 
skill in mathematics, foreign languages, Eng
lish grammar and literature, chemistry, physics, 
and history. In addition, there ar~ test_s for 
determining the genuineness of vocatwnal mter
ests by comparison with the likes and dislikes 
of successful men engaged in such occupations. 

As far as present knowledge goes, there is 
no one aptitude test for a particular occupation. 
Many types of tests are necessary to measure 
aptitude for such a complex type of work as 
that performed by a m~chanic. Each occt!pa
tion requires many aptttudes; and many JObs 
require similar aptitudes. Industrial psychol
ogists today are attempting to analyze the 
uninue aptitudes required for different jobs an_d 
to devise tests for measuring them. The apti
tude called mathematical, or the ability to rea
son with mathematical symbols, is useful and 
necessary in many jobs; a few of these are 
teaching mathematical theory, research in phys
ics and in problems of telephony and radio, 
statistical work for insurance companies or 
stock brokers, and engineering work of ~1any 
kinds. A vocational counselor uses aptitude 
tests to discover what kinds and how much of 
various kinds of aptitudes a student possesses. 
With such information at hand, the counselor 
then discusses with the student the place, or 
kind of job, in which the student ma:y use _his 
aptitudes. The first step is one of dtagnos111g 
aptitudes; the _second is on~ of assistin~ the s~u
dent in choos111g that field of work 111 which 
he may make congenial use of his aptitudes. 
Strictly speaking, the student's choice is one of 
deciding in what type of work he will use the 
aptitudes he possesses and what kind and 
amount of training is required for his chosen 
work. 

There are many abilities for which there are, 
as yet, no aptitude tests. These abilities are so 
complex that psychologists have not yet an-

alyzed them and construped satisfactory tests. 
Other abilities are known, but have proved too 
elusive for measurement{ . For. example, the 
trait called ambition, or dnve, ts too complex 
to measure at the presen time. Such a situa
tion is regrettable, since the trait o! ambit!on 
is often a most important factor m causmg 
success or failure. Until more is known about 
such traits and tests constructed for their meas
urement one must depend upon other methods 
of sampling and evaluation. But. a good teacher 
can do much with tests now available. 

The third method of sampling vocational pos
sibilities consists in marshalling vocational in
formation. Many books have been written de
scribing the work of engineers, lawyers, nurses, 
and other workers. Since some writers of these 
books have fallen into the pitfalls previously 
described one should be wary of repeating their 
errors With this warning in mind one may 
read s.uch books as a means of comparing one's 
abilities with those shown to be important in 
a particular type of work. The chief usefu_l
ness of vocational information, however, is 111 
the understanding it gives of the nature of 
work, the necessary training, and conditions oi 
work. 

Still another way of evaluating vocational 
abilities is by talking to men engaged in par
ticular kinds of work. But here again one mus: 
guard against the pitfalls of fallacious thinking, 
since many professional men do not recognize 
that they have stumbled and fallen. Such men 
are especially prone to the first fallacy-the at
tractiveness of the remote and also tend to use 
what may be called the Horatio Alger _technique 
of encouraging every bootblack to aspire to be
come a banker. Many adults with more kind
ness than understanding still believe the path 
from the proverbial log cabin to the White 
House is a paved highway, with no "road 
closed" signs for any honest and earnest youth, 
regardless of the efficiency of the vehicle with 
which he attempts to propel himself upward and 
onward. 

It should be apparent by this time that a stu
dent who wishes to make a satisfactory voca
tional choice should follow the precept enun
ciated some twenty-three hundred years ago by 
Socrates "Know thyself." Essentially this 
means t~ know what kind of a personality yo t 

are how well vou can work with people, how 
well you can work with t11Iathematical symbols, 
words numbers machines, ideas, space-forms, 
and how rapid!~ you can use these aptitudes 
accurately. To gain such knowledge, a student 
must think clearly and without prejudice for 
or against his own abilities. In other words, 
he must sample his aptitudes through the 
process of measurement or try-out samplings. 
Such knowledge should be gained through con
sultation with competent advisers. Only with 
such self-knowledge may a student expect to 
choose a field of work in which his aptitudes 
will make possible the satisfaction and success 
he desires. 

"Somewhere, far below the horizon, there is 
a city; some day I shall sail to find its sun
bright harbour; by what star I shall steer my 
vessel, or where that seaport lies, I know not, 
but somehow, through calms and storms and 
all the vague sea-noises I shall voyage, until 
some mountain peak will rise at last to tell 
me I am near my destination; or I shall see, 
some day at dusk, a light-house twinkling at 
its port."-Logan Pearsall ,Smith, More Tri7·ia. 

":\ book, like a person, has it fortunes with 
one; is lucky or unlucky in the precise moment 
of its falling in our way, and often by some 
happy accident counts with us for something 
more than its independent value." 

-Walter Pater, M 01·ius the Epicurean. 
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Radio Script Writing 
Offered Next Semester 

A course in the writing of radio script, ~m
ploying the laboratory metho_d of _ii~s~ructton, 
will be offered by the ExtensiOn Dtvision dur
inrr the second semester beginning February 10. 
This course is designed to teach the techniq':le 
of writing for radio broadcast; th~ students "Yilt 
practice the preparation of all kmds of scnpt, 
from twenty-five word announcements, to half
hour shows. Throughout the entire course, the 
student will be kept in touch with actual present
day requirements and conditions of radio broad-
casting. · 

The course will be taught by Luther Weaver, 
head of an advertising and radio publicity 
agency, Luther Weaver and As_soci<l:t~s, estab
lished ten years ago in the Twm Cities. ~1r. 
Weaver has had wide experience, not only in 
radio advertising, but in newspaper publicity 
and in journalism. He has been a graduate 
student of English at the University of Minne
sota. He has, moreover, attracted attention as 
a poet, with his volume of verse, Bright Year. 
!iumin!l, published in 1933. 

Micky 
By Marien L. Scott 

(Co111positioll 5) 

It was twelve years ago last October that we 
brought him home, and set him gently down 
upon the floor of the living room. From there, 
with legs wide apart, ears pricked forward, and 
black popping eyes alert with interest, he sur
veved those who were thenceforth to comprise 
his world. He was a funny little fellow; a 
seven weeks old Pekinese puppy. 

He was very small, as indeed he should have 
been, for his ancestors, posed in silver cups won 
in the prize ring, had, from time to time, 
graced the rotogravure section of the city papers. 
But never was there a puppy less weighed down 
hy the glories of ancestry. From the first, he 
was engagingly, infuriatingly bad. 

In the circle of interested faces surrounding 
him on this first evening, were two on which 
suspicion and jealousy were plainly written. 
They belonged to the two dogs already in resi
dence. Their names were Buttons and Peke. 
Not possessed of any great affection for each 
other, they were, this night, united against a 
common foe. They were never good to him. 
In all the years they spent together, they were 
always two against one. 

I think he had a bit of a cold when we 
brought him home. In a few days he was quite 
sick, and the veterinary was called in. He 
was a very large man ; I well remember how 
amused we were to see the seriousness of his 
expression as he doubled himself up over his 
tiny patient, moving his stethoscope over the 
small furry chest which heaved with indigna
tion. Micky hated to be held down. But held 
down he was, that night, and for many more, 
while he was well greased with hot lard and 
turpentine, and, as a crowning indignity, made 
to wear a woolen shirt made out of the top 
of a sock. 

He tried hard to make friends with Buttons 
and Peke, and failing, gave himself over to 
making their lives miserable in many little 
ways. For instance, he was the only one of 
the three who was small enough to get under 
the kitchen cabinet. From there he would 
watch for a moment when a ball or a biscuit 
lay unguarded. A swift rush, and he would 
be back again, safely out of reach, and grin
ning happily over their discomfiture. By the 
end of the day he would have an imposing col
lection of balls, rubber dolls, and dog biscuits. 
From under their very noses he would filch 
choice bits of food, safe in the knowledge that 
he was the baby, and that they had been bidden 
to "leave him alone." I know that they re-

(Contimtcd (lll page four) 
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Micky 
(Conti111tcd from page three) 

joiced in the chastisements that came to him 
daily. for he would chew things, and he was 
verv hard to house-train. Time after time he 
wai smacked, and his black button of a nose 
brought in violent contact with the rugs. .\ 
half hour later there would be a howl of rage 
from some member of the family, and it all 
had to be done over again. 

He amused himself in manv different ways. 
For a while the stairs h-eld enchantment 
for him. Seemingly, all that a puppy held 
dear lay at the head of that flight of steps. 
and we watched with interest and delight his 
unflagging efforts to gain the top. He suc
ceeded one dav, onlv to lose his balance com
ing down, and- somersault clear to the bottom. 
Then there were the scatter rugs in the hall. 
A dozen times a day he tore through the 
house, and, gathering speed as he reached the 
hall. would hurl himself upon the nearest rug. 
and slide in a heap against the wall. \\'e 
were rather glad when spring came, and he 
could be out doors ! 

That summer brought him his first serious 
trouble, a hard bout with distemper. He was 
dreadfully sick; I wonder that we pulled him 
through. The disease seemed to settle in his 
eyes, and one eye-ball ruptured. For weeks 
he lay in a basket, with his head on a hot
water bottle. The entire summer went by, with
out his having an opportunity to explore that 
part of Lake :\Iinnetonka where he was later 
to spend the happiest years of his life. \Vhen 
we returned to the city in the fall, his head 
was still bandaged, and when at last he was 
free of pads and cotton, one bright black eye 
was gone for all time. VIT e were all so sorry 
for him that I am afraid we spoiled him more 
than ever. 

He went with the family to spend three years 
in Florida ; and there, with the exception of 
fleas and sand-burrs, he had a royal time. He 
loved the ocean beach. His small, tufted feet 
flew along the hard-packed sand. as, barking 
furiously, he pursued the receding waves. Then. 
as thev turned. and started, slowly at first, then 
swift!~ in to shore, he would brace his short 
legs, 'itlmost standing on his nose in his effort 
to- stop quickly. turn, and race for safety. Once 
he ran out too far, and an in-coming wave 
caught him, and turned him completely over. 
He was fished out, soaked. gasping, his one eye 
bulging with indignation, momentarily subdued. 

Peke had died before the Florida trip; But
tons died in Florida; and since in his family. 
one dog was considered practically no dog. he 
came back to ~Iinneapolis in company with a 
collie puppy called Patty .\nn. But Patty was 
destined for a tragic death, and from then on, 
:\[ ickv reigned supreme. True, there were 
cats, ·two of them; but they proved to be 
rather a comfort on long evenings when all his 
family went out at one time. 

There followed several years. when, with no 
other dog to quarrel with. and protected at 
every turn by an admiring family, he seemed 
to discard the chip which for eleven years he 
had carried on his shoulder. and settle clown 
into a peaceful old age. Then, like a bolt out 
of the blue, came Spuddy, a Boston terrier. 
Spuddy was owned by a member of the family 
who had come from Seattle to make a long 
vtstt. This situation was aggravated by the 
fact that Spudc\y was young, and full oi the 
funny, engaging little tricks which had made 
so dear to us all the puppyhood of the sedate 
little fellow who now so deeply resented the 
presence of another clog. 

They fought bitterly; each clay had its quota 
of battles. \\' e did our best to keep peace be
tween them, for fear of accident to the older 
clog. His strength was failif!g, h!s. teeth I?Ot 
what they once were; but hts sptnt was m
domitable, and while he could stand on his feet. 
we knew that he would fight for first place. 

\Y c need not have wondered how it would 
encl. Such difficulties sometimes settle them-
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selves. One evening he was taken very sick. 
The first thing in the morning he was taken 
to a veterinary who said that nothing could be 
done for him. He was in great pain; it would 
not have been kind to prolong it. There was 
nothing to do but give him one last pat, and 
go av.:ay. 

The average life of a Pekinese is seven or 
eight years. Natural vitality, and loving care, 
had given him nearly thirteen, and they had 
been happy years. Christmas days had brought 
him gay stockings full of biscuits, new balls, 
and pieces of the sweet chocolate so dear to his 
heart. Birthdays always called for many pats 
of congratulation, and much more ice cream 
than was good for him. In between there had 
been a succession of clays filled with care, and 
many little kindnesses, and voices which never 
failed to say to him as he moved slowly into 
the center of the group, "\\'ell, Mick clear, and 
how are you today?" 

When we go to the lake next summer, a small 
brown ghost will trot ahead of us, bobbing 
along on short, ridiculously bowed legs. \Ve 
will see him everywhere, in all his favorite 
haunts. Thirteen years is a long time. It is 
hard to remember that it is all ended now, 
in a small grave under a fir tree. 

D'Artagnan 
By Alton Bergh 

(Co111position 6) 

I met him within the blue printed covers oi 
the Sterling Two Volume Set, across the first 
fly leaf of which was boldly written: "J\Ierry 
Christmas from Harry." I had not expected to 
meet him, for no one had ever told me that 
The Three Jl!usketcers housed such an ex
traordinarily fine fellow as D' Artagnan. 

For a week D'Artagnan, with his romantic 
and adventurous companions. Porthos, _\ thos, 
and Aramis, rested. Volume one and volume 
two. together comprising the Sterling Two 
\' olume Set, lay prominently exposed upon the 
table across the room from our Christmas tree. 
\Vithout knowing the contents of the volume, I 
gloried like a true Forsyte in the ownership of 
them. Books I had always liked, and (I must 
confess) not a little of mv love for them was 
due to the sense of ownersl;ip. It is a delightful 
experience to read a book and thoroughly enjoy 
it, but delight is heaped upon delight when, 
after your eager reading has brought you to 
the encl. you can lean back comfortably, appraise 
the neatly bound volume with your eye, weigh 
it in your hand, and say, "It is mine." 

Dig hooks might be filled with criticism, pro 
and con, of this particular sort of vanity. Let 
it suffice that I had no reason to be vain of 
the Sterling Two Volume Set. Its printed 
cover and cardboard box were not made to 
satisfy vanity, but to satisfy the economical 
Christmas shopper. However, I still do like 
the design on the cover. 

When I began reading the book, all thoughts 
of the cover design were soon dissipated. From 
the very first page D'Artagnan leaped out, full 
of romantic spirit, and with unabating energy 
fought and lived and loved through to the 
last paragraph of the last chapter. No more 
brave and carefree person was ever on God's 
green earth ; he was not an acme of romantic 
perfection, it is true, but he was decidedly 
human, human enough to put himself at times 
into inextricable and humorous situations. 
Though he was bold, he was often bold to the 
point of folly. With what a zeal would he take 
insult at the slightest offence, and with what 
gasconade measure swords with a whole regi
ment of the Cardinal's musketeers! When he 
fought, he fought with a will ; when he loved. 
his passion knew no bounds. 

I thought that D'Artagnan's chivalry became 
too often absurdly exaggerated. Certainly the 
recoverv of the queen's diamond studs was not 
worth the perils that D' Artagnan so unflinch
inglv faced. The seriousness with which he 
lami'ched upon the most trivial campaign was 

Quixotic, but even so did the author intend 
him. In the first portrait of D'Artagnan, as he 
rode into the story on his buttercup-colored 
steed, with long sword dangling at his side, 
Dumas in no uncertain terms called him a 
Quixote: ". . . imagine Don Quixote at 
eighteen; Don Quixote without his corselet, 
without his coat of mail, without his cuisses; 
Don Quixote clothed in a woolen doublet . . . ; 
face long and brown ; . . . his eye open and 
intelligent; his nose hooked, but finely chiselled." 
This was Dumas' D' Artagnan, and this was 
D'.\rtagnan, my friend. 

:\Iy friendship with D'Artagnan was renewed 
hv a chance meeting with him upon the screen 
sbme time after I read the book. The screen 
titles announced that D' Artagnan was only the 
assumed name of a certain Douglas Fairbanks, 
but I am certain the names had become mixed. 
Douglas Fairbanks was only a temporary mani
festation of the immortal D' Artagnan. 

There, upon the screen, was the same D'Ar
tagnan I had known before, only a few years 
older. Of course it was logical that he should 
appear older, for it had been a few years since 
I had made his acquaintance within the Sterling 
Two Volume Set. His few added vears had 
made him a little stouter and a trifle jollier, 
but he had lost considerable of his restless ac
tion. \Vith rare pleasure I saw him come 
marc-hing down the road, arm in arm with 
Porthos, Athos, and Aramis, and heard the 
three of them singing, "One for all and all 
for one." 

And now mav I withdraw mvself without 
losing grace? ·confidentially, I ·have an en
gagement which I am eager to keep. I am 
going to renew an old friendship. The trysting 
place is the Sterling Two Volume Set; the 
friend is none other than gallant D' .\rtagnan. 

"The man of wisdom is above e\·erything 
the man with open horizons, esche\Ying all 
finalitv because he has the sense of the mvs
tery bf things."-Raphael Demos, Education 
and Business. 

"Jfollis tesponsio frangit ira111. Here is 
noted that silence or rough answer exasperateth; 
but an answer present and temperate pacifieth." 

-Francis Bacon, The Ad;·ancclllcnt of 
Lcamiug. 

"\Vatch the weather, keep the halliarcls clear 
for running, and remember that any fool can 
carry on but only the wise man knows how to 
shorten sail."-Joseph Conrad, message to the 
ship Tusitala. 

Entered as second-class matter October 2, 1921!, 
at the post office in Minneapolis, Minn., tmde.· 
the Act of August 24, 1912. 
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Education b* Forgetting 

THE past three or four years have been pro
vocative of study. It is always so when 

conditions present new problems, or problems 
that seem terribly insistent for solution. Many 
who under ordinary conditions are content with 
things now begin to wonder ; and wonder
curiosity-is the forerunner of study. The 
result is that many books are read, questions 
are asked, meetings are attended, arguments are 
carried on, and experiments are tried. All of 
these are forms of study, ways of learning; and 
there are very few of our total population that 
cannot do some of these things and cannot profit 
by them. 

It is probably true, however, that a good 
many who have started on a quest for informa
tion, or for enlightenment, have become some
what discouraged before they reached their goal. 
They have, perhaps, realized that they were 
undertaking a huge task in trying to make up, 
in a brief time, for all that they hadn't studied 
before. Such a short-circuit method is not 
likely to be highly successful in furnishing the 
bases for sound opinions, or in enabling one to 
make very valid estimates of the worth of 
measures or policies proposed to improve exist
ing conditions. This is regrettable for two rea
sons : such opinions and estimates are needed to 
strengthen the mass of public opinion ; and the 
habit of continuing these forms of study is 
needed by everyone. 

Not all, fortunately, have been thus discour
aged; large numbers, in groups and as indi
viduals, are continuing to study with even 
greater intensity. It is increasingly realized 
that opinions, even and especially those held by 
persons in high places (whatever high places 
are ! ) continue to be colored by selfish interest, 
by past prejudices, or by traditional methods oi 
thinking. There is only one thing to do, that 
is to substitute clear thinking for these biased 
opinions. It is a source of hope to think that 
when so many are trying to think clearly, some 
of them are going to succeed. And when enough 
of our people do succeed it will mean-well, one 
can easily believe that then nothing will prevent 
the solution of our problems. 

Now clear thinking is not be reached all at 
once; it is a matter of growth, it takes time, 
and one might almost say it has ultimately to 
be reduced to a habit. There is a formal tech
nique for thinking, to be found in the study of 
logic. It takes more than logic, however; logic 
cannot work without materials, what it calls 
premises, and these are to be accumulated best 
through experience and only by a discriminative 
selection. Those who at the present time can 
be considered our intellectual leaders, who by 
their dispassionate analysis and calm judgment 
most completely command our confidence, must 
convince us that there is a way to clear think
ing, and that we can all set out upon it. We 
shall need some guide-posts, and one of them 
will be to warn us to distinguish between cul
ture (or education) and pedantry. 

Education, or culture, has been variously de
fined; but as yet the perfect definition has not 
been phrased. Many definitions are good as far 
as they go, and probably all help us to compre
hend some aspect of this many-sided matter. 

By Irving W. Jones 

There is one that is most appropriate to this 
discussion. It says, "Education is what you 
have left after you have forgotten what you 
have learned." At first glance one might think 
that this was a joke, that someone was trying 
to be humorous or facetious about a subject that 
ran the risk of being too serious, or of being 
taken too seriously. In ~eality its meaning is 
deeper and more significant than that, and is 
worth our consideration. 

What is really contained in that definition 
is a whole phase of educational philosophy, 
pretty well supported by educational science, 
condensed and crystallized into an epigram. It 
has to be expanded to be fully appreciated, and 
illustrated to become effective. The philosophy 
is to the effect that education is the result of 
impressions, and that that man is best educated 
who has had a multitude of impressions, and 
who has allowed these impressions to fuse into a 
sort of fabric where each1 has lost its identity 
but contributed its part to treate something new 
and ever growing. This fabric is what enables 
man to know, to think, and to some extent even 
to act. It is his education. Its quality at any 
given time is the product of all that has gone 
before. 

That is a rather lumb¢ring way of saying 
what can be so much better said in the epi
gram-but there it is. Now for the forgetting 
part of it. There are some things that have 
to be remembered, pretty much as they were ex
perienced, every time they come to mind. These 
may be simple skills, like combing your hair 
or driving a nail ; or they may be complex ab
stractions like mathematical formulas or the 
law of contracts. Whatever they are we must 
remember them accurately; and we can do it 
rather easily; it takes less mental effort to re
member accurately and mechanically than it 
does to do some other things. Some of those 
things, too, are easily made habits. 

There is another part of experience, impres
sions, which cannot be so easily remembered, 
and in fact never should be. It consists of the 
thousands and millions of impressions that come 
from the successive events of daily life. If that 
life is full of new and changing experience, so 
will these impressions be. They make what we 
call a rich life. But it is not possible to re
member them as such, each in its own identical 
form. What we have left is a fusion of them, 
a vague rather than specific memory. Now it 
is not strictly accurate to say we forget them ; 
probably we never absolutely forget anything
we just never recall some, things. But for all 
practical purposes we for et; and when this 
forgetting leaves behind it the fabric of fused 
impressions, then may we ay that what is left 
after we forget is what i truly education. 

This all sounds rather mplicated, more so 
than it deserves. In practi e it is rather simple. 
Supposing you have read a great deal of a 
certain writer, we will say ernard Shaw; sup
pose someone says to you S aw said thus and so 
about something. Now o course you cannot 
remember every word of S aw's that you have 
read. But you don't have to. You have a 
fused remembrance of it all, in which you have 
a general idea of what Shaw would say and 

what he would not; you also have similar no
tions of what other writers might have said; 
and out of it you draw the conclusion that Shaw 
never said anything of the sort. Then you look 
it up and find you are right. And the better 
you forgot every single page you had read and 
allowed it to blend with every other, the more 
likely you are to be right. The only person 
who could be any more right would be one who 
had memorized everything Shaw ever wrote
and that would not be education. A parrot can · 
memorize. 

The comparison between culture or education 
and pedantry is well brought out, and applied, 
in an essay contributed some months ago to 
the Atlantic Monthly by Albert Jay Nock. The 
essay is entitled, "The Value of Useless In
formation," and is based on the differentiation 
made above between what has to be remem
bered and what may be forgotten. Only the 
author stresses the forgetting part, and ex
presses a belief that our whole educational pro
cedure has gone wrong in stressing the memory 
part. The more completely one forgets what 
is supposed to be forgotten, thinks Mr. Nock. 
the better he will be educated. 

Pedantry, on the other hand, consists in as
suming that because some things have to be 
remembered, everything does ; and what is not 
remembered is not worth learning. This re
sults in the further assumption that every situa
tion, where learning or education should be 
brought into use, is to be judged by that which 
has been or can be remembered, which of course 
is limited. Mr. Nock puts it this way: "The 
essence of pedantry is to satisfy oneself wholly 
with a limited, partial, and conventional account 
of things, then to assume that other people 
should and will satisfy themselves wholly with 
the same account, and then to become puzzled 
and indignant when it turns out that they do 
not." 

It is rather easy, isn't it, to see how much of 
our thinking, of expression of opinion, is more 
flavored with pedantry than with the kind of 
education or culture which is so needed? We 
have grown up, practically all of us, under a 
schooling and an educational philosophy which 
put the emphasis on memory, and tended to 
limit our point of view. The whole procedure 
has glorified the conventional rather than the 
original, and led us to think in formulas. 

(Continued on page three) 

On page four of this issue will be found 
a list of all Extension classes meeting in 
the Twin Cities during the second se
mester, arranged by day and hour. There 
is also, for your convenience, a supple
mentary bulletin, containing information 
not included in the regular Announce
ment and Program, which you may have, 
if you have not already received it, by 
calling at the nearest office of the Ex
tension Division, or by writing or tele
phoning to the main office on the univer
sity campus. 
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Educational Statistics 
(Reprint~d from Adult Education Bulletin 

Washington University) ' 

"The Honorable John W. Studebaker United 
States Commissioner of Education, in ~ddress
ing a recent meeting of the American Associa
tion for Adult Education, presented some inter
esting statistics. As he pointed out : 

" 'The American adults are not well schooled. 
There are about 75,000,000 of them over 21 
years of age in this country. Of these 64 000 -
000 have not finished high school. Ther~ a~e 
32,000,000 of them who have not finished the 
eighth grade of common school. In a real 
sense, in spite of all the pride we have in our 
system of pubilc education, we have an aristoc
racy of education. We have about 2,100,000 
college graduates. We have been proceeding 
upon the assumption that their alertness their 
erudition, would trickle down some v/ay or 
other to the masses, by accident.' 
. "The enrollment figures for evening classes 
m the colleges and universities throughout the 
countr~ are sufficient testimony that the Adult 
EducatiOn Movement has risen into importance 
because there was a definite need for it." 

Release 
By James D. Kline 

Sweet quietude, come take me now and hold 
Me safe in everlasting arms of night; 
Let clamor cease and tender silence fold 
My re_stless spirit to her breast. The flight 
Of nOisy _hours too long has kept its pace; 
Come qmetude, and underneath your veil 
Of voiceless stars release me from this race 
That I must run to triumph and to fail. 
Then like a peasant's prayer at close of day 
Ascending to eternity on high, ' 
Let me be carried silently away 
To rest within the stillness of the sky· 
For solitude far from the abode of m~n 
Shall give me strength to Jive my life again. 

(James D. Kline, formerly a studmt in 
the Extension Division, is now a sophomore 
in the College of Science, Literature and 
the Arts.) 

Live not in the country without corn and 
cattle about thee; for he that putteth his hand 
to the purse for every expense of household is 
like him that putteth water in a sieve-Willi~m 
Cecil, Lord Burleigh-Ten Precepts to His 
Son-1637. 

"It has been well observed, that advice is not 
disliked because it is advice, but because so 
few people know how to give it. Yet there 
are people vain enough to hate it in proportion 
to its very agreeableness."-Leigh Hunt, 
Essays. 

"Every man, however original and independ
ent he may think himself, is in reality the 
beneficiary ·of a tremendous endowment. He 
is the direct heir of the universal experience 
which we call Civilization."-Hanford Hender
son, Concerning Endowments. 

Notices 
Direct Mail Advertising 

At the request of a majority of the first 
semester _class in J:?irect Mail Advertising, the 
cou:se wtll be earned as a continuation course 
dunng the second semester beginning the week 
o_f February 10. The class will meet at the same 
time_ and_ place as during the first semester. 
Regtstrat10ns should be made promptly to in
sure the continuation of the course. 

Placement Tests 
. All studen!s. who wish to register for Eng

ltsh Composttton 4, the beginning course in 
Freshman Composition, are required to take a 
plac~~ent ~est before they may be allowed to 
pa~ttctpate m the class. This test will be given 
Fnday, February 7, at 7 :30 p.m. in room 110 
Folwell Hall on the campus. It will be given 
at the ~arne date and same hour at the St. Paul 
ExtensiOn Center. Students are urged to be 
present for the test at this date ; but for those 
w~o are ~nable to do so, a second opportunity 
wtll be gtven on February 14, at 7 :30 p.m., 
room_ I !0 Folwell Hall, Campus. 

Thts 1s an opportunity for all students to take 
the~e tests, even th?1fgh they may not plan to 
regtster for Composthon 4 until some later time. 
St?dents who take the tests now will not be re
qmred t<;> repeat them next fall, or whenever 
th~y reg1ster for Composition 4. It should be 
pomted out, also, that students who have suc
cessf_ully passed Subfreshman English are not 
re_ql!tred to take this test, since they are already 
ehgtble for Composition 4. 

English Composition 
. Th~ attention of students in English Composi

tiOn ts called to the revised schedule of classes 
for the second semester: 

4 T 6:20 Campus Folwell 226, Avery 
W 8:05 St. Paul Ext. Center Kerr 

5 M 6:20 Campus Folwell 226,' Grandy 
T 8:05 Campus Folwell 204, Avery 
Th 8:05 St. Paul Ext. Center, Nolte 

6 M 6:20 Campus Folwell 204, Scallon 

Psychology of Beauty 
Thi;; course which was to have been taught 

by Mtss Kate Hevner, has been cancelled. 

Student Athletic Books 
The attention of Extension students is called 

to the fact that Athletic Privilege Books 
were to be e.x~hanged the first week in January 
for. new pnvtlege books for the winter and 
sprmg sports schedule. Extension students may 
ma~e this exchange without a fee statement by 
paymg a $2.00 transfer fee per ticket. This 
transfer fee will be applied to the registration 
fee for the second semester if the Extension 
student enrolls for the second semester. The 
acceptance of the transfer fee as an installment 
upon the registration fee for the second semester 
is contingent upon the presentation of a receipt 
for $2.00 from the Department of Athletics 
This receipt will be accepted in lieu of a $2.00 
p_ayment at any one_ of the Extension registra
twn offices, but thts cannot be done without 
presentation and surrender of the receipt. 

''Poor human nature, so richly endowed with 
nerves of anguish, so splendidly organized for 
pain and sorrow, is but slenderly equipped for 
JOY . . . A sense of ineffable joy, attainable 
at will, and equal in intensity and duration to 
(let us say)_ an attack of sciatica, would go 
far to equalize the one-sided conditions under 
which we live." 

-George Du Maurier, Peter lbbetso1z. 

The Interpreter 

I The Interpreter Suggests I 
This month the Interpreter is going to sit 

back and le_t no_ less a person than Hugh Wal
pole speak m hts stead. The following is from 
an essay b~ Walpole, called READING. 
! t was pubhshed by Harper's in 1926, and 
ts part of THE PLEASURES OF LIFE 
SERIES, which we heartily recommend to 
our readers, by the way. 

"So far novels and romances had been my 
only food. Reading must be a personal adven
ture or _the salt goes out of it, and any acquaint
ance wtth poetry that I had was thrust on me 
from outside, either in the forced learning of 
Wordsworth or Campbell in dreary hours at 
school or in the superior remarks of some elder · :1 can't ~hink why you must be forever read~ 
Ill?" stones when there are so many better 
thmgs. . . . 

"Well, I wasn't going to be driven into it that 
way, but, of course, as though the patron saint ot all readers had his eye eternally alert, the 
n~}1t moment. came. in the only possible way. 

I was staymg wtth an uncle at Canterbury 
for the Christm~s holidays ; i! was a snowy 
afternoon and, got_ng b~ chance mt~ a bookshop, 
I found three thtck little books m a binding 
new to me, the first volumes, I was told of a 
wonderf_ul new series. The~ were cheap: they 
were thtck, they were seductive ; the series was 
named THE WORLD'S CLASSICS, and 
the three volumes that I then purchased and 
took home with me were Hazlitt's ESSAYS 
Poe's TALES and POEMS by Keats. j 
"Yent back to the warm, thickly curtained 
library and sat over the fire. My uncle's 
house abutted on the Cathedral, and as I 
read the o:gan w~s rumbling and humming 
as though 1t were m the very room with me. 
Although I could not see it, I knew that 
th_e snow . was falling thickly beyond the 
;.vmdows; 111 the next room they were hang
mg holly over the pictures. I think almost 
~my book in the world would have been entranc
mg to me that afternoon, but when I began 
ON GOING A JOURNEY and passed from 
that_ to THE INDIAN JUGGLERS I knew 
a nchn_ess _of . satisfactiQn that was quite 
astoundmg m tts surprise. I read on and 
on and then, passing from one thick volume 
to the other, began: 
Deep in the shady sadness of a vale 
Far sunken from the healthy breath of morn 
Far from the fiery noon, mzd eve's one star ' 
S,at grey-hair:d Saturn, quiet as a stone, ' 
.S tzll as the szlence round about his lair· 
F~rest on forest hung about his head ' 
Lzke cloud on cloud. No stir of air was there, 
N of so much l!je as on a summer's day 
Robs not one light seed from the feather'd grass, 
But where the dead leaf fell, there did it rest. 
A stream went 11oiceless by, still deaden'd more 
By rea~on of his fallen divinity 
Spreadmg a shade; the Na!ad 'mid her reeds 
Press'd her cold finger closer to her lips. 
Then I knew that something magical had indeed 
happened to me and that life would now be 
twice as rich as ever it had been before but 
that the period of Reading for Fun was over." 

Among all other lessons this should first be 
learned, that we never affect any strange ink
ho_rn term;;, but to . speak as is commonly re
cetved : netther seekmg to be over fine nor yet 
living over-careless, using our speech' as most 
men do, and ordering our wits as the fewest 
have done. Some seek so far for outlandish 
English, that they forget altogether their 
mother's language. And I dare swear this if 
some of their mothers were alive, they were ~ot 
able to tell what they say.-Thornas Wilson
Arte of Rhetorike-1553. 

And I know that rules were made first by 
wise men, and not wise men made by rules
Thomas Wilson-Arte of Rhetorike-1553. 
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Extension Offers Variety of Cou~ses for 
Semester Beginning February! 10 

Approximately two hundred courses in aca
demic, professional, and general subjects are 
offered to Extension students for the second 
semester of the current year, beginning Febru
ary 10. This list includes six new courses not 
mentioned in the regular Announcement of Ex
tension Classes, and many additional standard 
courses which begin in the second semester, or 
are repeated then. 

One of the new courses is a practical 
class in RADIO SCRIPT WRITING, 
taught by Mr. Luther Weaver. Mr. Weaver, 
as head of an advertising firm in the Twin 
Cities, has had much experience in preparing 
script for radio presentation. He will conduct 
his class on the laboratory plan. 

Another new course, PSYCHIATRIC 
PROBLEMS IN SOCIAL CASE WORK, 
taught by Miss Sue H. Mason, is recommended 
to those who cannot attend the St. Paul class 
in Psychiatric Aspects of Social Case Work. 
Applications for admittance to this class should 
be made to Mrs. Monica K. Doyle, Jones Hall. 

Miss Melba Hurd will review current fiction, 
biography, plays, and poetry for her class called 
BOOK REVIEWS, which meets on the 
campus Thursday at 7 :00 p.m. At each meeting 
one or two books will be brought to the atten
tion of the students, in order to inform them 
about books they have not read, and to give 
them some basis for selecting books to include 
on their reading lists. 

A course in MINNESOTA PLANT LIFE 
will be offered by the General Extension Divi
sion during the second semester. This course 
is designed to give the layman, or teachers, 
camp leaders, and persons interested in the out
of-doors a "naming acquaintance" with com
mon Mi~nesota plants, and an understanding of 
the conditions under which they grow. 

The class will be taught by Mr. N. L. Huff, 
Assistant Professor of Botany. Mr. Huff will 
use for instructional purposes, a collection of 
ph~tographs and lantern slides which he has col
lected over a period of thirty years. In addi
tion to these illustrations of Minnesota plants, 
actual materials and specimens will be brought 
into the class room. While much time will be 
devoted to the study of flowers, trees, and 
shrubs mushrooms, other fungi, lichens, liver
worts ' mosses, and ferns will also be studied. 
Mr. Hoff hopes to stimulate an interest. in pl~nt 
life and thus increase the pleasure whtch Mm
nes~ta residents may derive from time spent in 
the country. The class will meet in t~e Botany 
Building on the campus, Monday evenmgs from 
8 :05 to 9 :40 p.m. 

In answer to the demand of many stu
dents a course in MOLDS, YEASTS, AND 
ACTINOMYCETES will be offered by Mr. 
Charles E. Skinner, Instructor in Bacteriology. 
The course should be of especial interest to 
technicians in hospitals. Prerequisite for the 
class is the course in General Bacteriology 
(Bacteriology 4lex, ?r equivalent) .. The course 
will carry four credtts. The fee wtll be $13.SO, 
plus a laboratory fee of $1.50. The class will 
meet on Mondays and Wednesdays in room 201, 
Millard Hall, from 7 :30 to 9 :30 p.m. 

Another new second semester course will 
appeal to jewelers and others who are inter
ested in the study of precious stones. This 
is OPTICAL MINERALOGY, a three
credit class offered by Mr. John W. Gruner, 
Associate Professor of Geology. The course 
involves the study of precious and semi-precious 
stones through the microscope. The prerequi
site is some knowledge of mineralogy. The 
class will meet Thursday at 8 :05 p.m. in room 
100 Pillsbury Hall. The fee is $10. 

Mr. Ray Faulkner, Instructor in Art Edu
cation, will repeat his course in ART FOR 
EVERYDAY during the second semester. 

_l 

Register for second semester classes 
now! The last date fo~I: registration with
out extra fee is Satur ay, February 15, 
but classes begin Mo ay, February 10. 
During the registrati n period, from 
February 3 to February 15, Extension 
Division offices will be open from 8:30 
a.m. to 8:30 p.m., including Saturdays. 

Leah Lewis' classes in INTERIOR DEC
ORATION, both the regular course and a 
special short course of eight weeks for house
wives, will be continued. 

One of the most important second se
mester offerings is POLITICAL AND 
SOCIAL ETHICS, taught by Mr. Alburey 
Castell, Instructor in Philosophy. This course, 
a study of the ethical principles underlying 
social institutions, is particularly timely. 

In Sociology, the Extension Division wiJI 
offer a course in CRIMINOLOGY, taught 
by Mr. George B. Void, Associate Professor 
of Sociology, and a co\llrse in POPULA
TION PROBLEMS, taught by Mr. Calvin 
F. Schmid, Assistant Pro~essor of Sociology. 

Classes in VOCABU~ARY BUILDING 
wiJI this semester be availa le in St. Paul. The 
beginning section wiJI mee Wednesday at 8 :05 
p.m. The more advanced section wiJI meet 
Wednesday at 7 :00 p.m. The two sections may 
be taken at the same time, if the student wishes 
to do so. There wiJI also be an additional sec
tion of this course offered on the campus, 
Thursday at 8 :OS p.m. Another standard class 
which will be offered in St. Paul during the 
second semester is LATER CHILDHOOD 
AND ADOLESCENCE, Wednesday at 
8 :OS p.m. This course deq.ls with problems of 
growth and personality development; vocational 
guidance; sex education; amd social adjustment. 
Mr. Oliver C. Edwards w!ll offer a repetition 
of his first semester class in SOLID 
GEOMETRY, Monday at 6:20, for those 
who need this course as a prerequisite to engi
neering coJleges. 

Registration Nears Record 
Number of Year 1930-31 

Nearly S,SOO students were registered in Ex
tension classes during the first semester of the 
current academic year. This number is almost 
as great as that of the first lsemester of 1930-31, 
which year saw the largest registration in the 
history of Extension. 

Only a slight increase in the registration for 
the second semester wiJI bring the total for the 
year 193S-36 to a number rivalling the 1930-31 
record, when approximately 7,000 persons reg
istered. In 1930-31 there were 11,849 separate 
course registrations. (Many students register 
for several courses.) It is entirely possible that 
this number wiJI be eclipsed by the total course 
registrations for the year 1935-36, and almost 
certainly the record of the current year will be 
second only to that of the peak year. 

It would be an unspeakable advantage, both 
to the public and private, lif men would con
sider that great truth, that ! no man is wise or 
safe, but he that is honest. : 

-Sir Walter Raleigh-A Discourse of War 
I 

"The hardest conviction t~· get into the mind 
of a beginner is that the ed cation upon which 
he is engaged is not a co lege course, not a 
medical course, but a life course, for which the 
work of a few years under teachers is but a 
preparation." 

William Osler, The StHdent Life. 
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Psychology Professor 
Publishes New Book 

Extension students will be interested to learn 
of the publication on January 21 of a new book 
by Wendell White, Assistant Professor of 
Psychology, The Psychology of Dealing With 
People. The book is published by the Macmil
lan Company. 

The introduction to this book appeared in the 
October number of The Interpreter, and at
tracted favorable attention. The book attempts 
to meet the need, which is recognized by most 
people, of approaching and dealing with other 
people by appealing to their want for a feeling 
of personal worth. The four main divisions of 
the book are: "Dealing With People in Life 
Situations in General"; "Preventing Wrong
doing" ; "Preventing Peculiar Behavior" ; and 
"Furthering Mental Health." 

Education by For getting 
(Continued from page one) 

Some of these formulas are perhaps right; 
some may have been right once but are so no 
longer ; some probably never were right. Yet 
we have gone on using them-perhaps because 
we could not forget them. 

In the judging of such important public en
terprises as face us in these days of perplexity 
we need to think beyond the mere effects of 
today, and form our opinions in terms of long 
time policies and their efforts. Such thinking 
cuts through to first principles, in Mr. Nock's 
opinion, such as that cited by Jefferson, "that a 
public enterprise is to be judged, not by its 
direct effect on commerce, finance, industry, 
employment and the like, but by its effect on 
collective human character." "And," he con
tinues, "a discipline which moves him invariably 
to judge it in this way has value." 

The best way to acquire this desirable kind 
of culture or education is, probably, to begin 
young and keep it up for the rest of one's life. 
The amount of learning and forgetting that 
can be done in one lifetime is prodigious, no 
doubt quite ample for our needs. Unfortunately 
some of us did not begin that way, and we are 
now getting along in years. What shall we do 
about it? Perhaps the best thing we can do 
first is to start forgetting; all of us have plenty 
of it to do. But we need not stop at that for it 
is just as possible for us to keep on learning. 
Those who start, make a feeble effort and then 
quit, fail to sense that education after all is less 
a product than a process. So long as we keep 
alive, particularly mentally alive, this process 
may go on. And results will be in proportion 
to the efforts which we make. 

Richardson Essays Appear 
In Collected Edition 

A collection of essays by Leon ]. Richardson, 
for many years director of the Extension Divi
sion of the University of California, has recently 
been published and should prove of great inter
est and benefit to all Extension students. Some 
of these essays have appeared from time to time 
in the columns of The Interpreter, but the col
lected edition is of genuine value. The small 
volume is called Arrows and Driftwood, Essays 
in Lifelong Leaming, and may be secured from 
the University of California at Berkley. 

"The function of education is not to stuff 
the mind with facts, but to teach one how to 
handle them ; not to make one into an expert, 
but to show one how to choose on expert ; not 
to give one a ready-made solution for specific 
problems, but to make one so resourceful that 
one may be ready for any contingency. Not 
memory but intelligence, not knowledge but 
power-this is the objective in college."
Raphael Demos, Education and Busi11ess. 
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Program of Extension Classes Available Each Day 
MONDAY 

CLJSSES !.\' :V!INNEAPOLIS 
6:20 p.m. 
Kinesiology 
Composition 
Composition 6 
Short Story II 
Beginning German 2 
Intermediate German 4 
German for Graduates 
:\iodern World History 2 
Ensemble 01 usic 62-63) 
American Government and Politics 2-3 
General Psychology 1-2 (Combined) 
Psychology of Beauty and Art 
Beginning Spanish 2 
Intermediate Spanish 4 
Introduction to Sociology 
Social Intt'raction 
Acting 
Interior Decorating 3 
Health of School Child 
Prit>ciples of Accounting A 
Principles of Accounting B and 

LaboratorY 
Auditinl( B-
Topics tn Cost Accounting 18la 
Corporation Finance 
Business Correspondence 
Shop A1athematics I 
Solid Geometry 
6:30 p.m. 
Swimming (\\?omen) 
Recreational Acti,·ities 
7:00p.m. 
Greek Drama (:\!pis. Puh. Lib.) 
\'ocahulary Building II 
Golf (Men) 
7:30 p.m. 
Child Training (X. W. Bank) 
Elenwnts of .\Iechanics 
Swimming ( \\T omen) 
Rhvthmic Exercises (Women) 
Ele-mentary Aerotlautics and Airplane 

Construction I [ 
Commercial Drawing II 
Shop :vlathematics I 
Strength of Materiab 
1\Ietallography and Heat Treatment of 

Iron and Steel 
8:05 p.m. 
Minnesota Plant Life 
Seminar in \\~ riting 
Freshman Literature 2 
~:t:athematics of I n\·estment 
General Psychology 2 
Abnormal Psychology 
Elementarv French -Con\'ersation and 

Compos(tion 20h 
Vocabulary Building 
Swimming (~[en) 
Elements of Accounting 
Elements of Public Finance 
Business English 
Casualty Insurance 
Elementary Algebra 
8:30p.m. 
Life Saving (Women) 

CLASSES I.\' ST. PAL-L 
4:15 p.m. 
Bihlc as Literature -HI 
6:20 p.m. 
Introduction to Literature 21 
American l-1 is tory R 
Psychiatric Aspects of Social Case \\"ork 

(Wilder Dispensary) 
Speech 2 
Speech 3 
l\laternal and Child Hygiene 
Accounting Practice and Procedure B 
Business Law B 
8:05 p.m. 
Current Problems in Light of American 

History 
Speech I 
Accounting Practice and Procedure B 
Corporation Finance 155 
Business Law D 

TUESDAY 
CLASSES IN MINNEAPOLIS 

2:00-3:30 p.m. 
Interior Decorating I (Pub. Lib.) 
4:30 p.m. 
Bible as Literature 40 
6:20 p.m. 
Kinesiology 
Subfreshmari Composition 
Compositioll 4 
Geography of Europe 101 
Historical Geology B 
American 1I istory 8 
Harmony ..J. 
Orientation I I 
Intermediate French 4 
French fot· Craduates 

Below are listed all the classes offered by the 
General Extension Division for the second semester, 
1935-36, arranged according to the day on which they 
are scheduled. This will help in the arrangement of 
programs, bnt registrations should be made from the 
Bulletin. 

r 
' 

Nineteenth Century French Readings 69 
Spanish Composition 57 
Advanced Swedish 11 
Practical Speech Making (Spring quarter 

begins March 24) 
General Zoology 2 
Ad\·anced Interior Decorating 
Adult Mental Ability 
Accounting. Principles A & B and 

Laboratory (Combined) 
Accounting Practice and Procedure B 
Cost Accounting B 
Bu.~iness Lo.w B 
Production ~Ianagement-Time and 

:\lotion Studies 
6:30 p.m. 
Elementary Golf (Women) 
7:00p.m. 
College Algebra 
7:30 p.m. 
Special Bacteriology 102 
Orchestra (Section 2) 
Engineering Finance 
Freehand Drawing II 
Qualitative Analysis 
Quantitative Analysis (Volumetric) 
Quantitative Analysis (Premedical) 
Advanced Quantitative Analysis 
Curves and Earthworks 
Elements of Electrical Engineering 
Radio Communication I I 
Cost Estimating 
Air Conditioning (Advanced) 
Testing of Petroleum Products 
Use of Engineer's Slide Rule 
8:05 p.m. 
Composition 5 
Historical Geology Laboratory B 
Early i\Iodern European History 58 
Parliamentary Law 
Problems of Philosophy 
Birds of ~Iinnesota 
Principles of Teaching and Supen·isiou 

in Schools of Nursing 
Income Tax Accounting 
Business Law A 

CLASSES IN ST. PAUL 
6:20 p.m. 
Intermediate German 4 
Modern World History 2 
General Psychology 2 (Pub. Lib. Au d.) 
Beginning French 2 
Beginning Spanish 2 (1110 N. P. Bldg.) 
Accounting, Principles A & B and 

Laboratory (Combined) 
Cost Accounting B 
Principles of Economics 6 
8:05 p.m. 
Social Interaction 
Topics in Cost Accounting 18IA 
Principles of Economics 7 

7:30 p.m. 
Orchestra (Section I) 
Acoustics (Physics 13) 
Swimming (Women) 
Aircraft Engines 2bex 
Air Conditioning (Eiementarv) 
Freehand Drawing III -
Internal Combustion Engines 
Foundry Practice 
8:05 p.m. 
Home Gardening I 
NPwspaper and ~f:~gazine Article." 6Q 
Psychology Applied to Daily Life 
Elements of Criminology 
Speech 2 
Speech 3 
Elements of Public Finance 
Social Security Proposals 
Investments-Finance D 

CLASSES IN ST. PAUL 
4:15 p.m. 
!llilton 62 
6:20 p.m. 
Geography of Asia 
Introduction to Teaching 
Audits and Investigations 
Retail Advertising 
Business Correspondence 
7:00p.m. 
Greek Drama <Pub. Lib. 6) 
Vocabulary Building II 
7:30 p.m. 
Engineering Drawing (Mechanic Arts 

High School) 
Advanced Mechanical Drawing 

(Mechanic Arts High School) 
8:05 p.m. 
Later Childhood and Adolescence 
Composition 4 
Logic 2 
Vocabulary Building I 
Introduction to Educational Statistics 
Salesmanship 

THURSDAY 
CLASSES f.!'{ MINNEAPOLIS 

4:15 p.m. 
Introduction to Educational 

(N. W. Bank) 
4:30 p.m. 
Milton (N. W. Bank) 
6:20 p.m. 
Sophomore Composition 28 
Geology of Our X ational 

Parks 
German Composition 51-52 

Statistics 

Chemistry, Qualitative Analysis 
Chemistry, Quantitative Analysis 

(Volumetric) 
Chemistry, Quantitative Analysis 

(Premedical) 
Chemistry, Advanced QuantitatiYe 

Analysis 
Elementary Electricity 
Elements of Electrical Engineerit1g 
Hadio Communication 69ex 
Engineering Drawing 
Structural Drafting 
Advanced l\Iechanical Drawing 
Diesel Engines 
8:05 p.m. 
Danish Literature 7 3 
\' ocahulary Building I 
Principles of Economics 

CLASSES IN ST. PAG"L 

6:20 p.m. 
Beginning German 2 
Orientation 2 
Elementary Case Work 
Accounting, Princip1es B and 

Laboratory 
Investments-Finance D 
Business Law A 
6:30 p.m. 
Swimming (\Vomen) (Cni\·er!:!ity Farm 

Gymnasium) 
6:45 p.m. 
Freshman Literature 
7:00p.m. 
Advanced Public Speaking 52 (Pub. 

Lib. Aud.) 
7:30 p.m. 
Swimming (Women) (L"niversity Farm 

Gymnasium) 
8:05 p.m. 
Composition 5 
Parliamentary Law 
Ftmctions of Government 
Practical Speech Making (Spring 

quarter begins March 26) 

FRIDAY 

CLASSES IN Mll\'.\"E.-JPOLIS 

!5:20p.m. 
Transportation Services anrl Charges 
Radio Script \V riting 
7:00p.m. 
Consu1tation Period (Engineering 

students) 

CLASSES IN ST. PAUL 

2:00 p.m. 
Interior Decorating II 
6:20 p.m. 
Puppetry 
Accounting, Principles B and Laboratory 
Accounting, Principles A and B and 

Laboratory (Combined) 
7:00p.m. 
College Algebra 

WEDNESDAY 
CLASSES IN MINNEAPOLIS 

2 :00-3 :30 p.m. 

American Economic 
History 84-85 

:=urrent Problems in Light 
at American History 

Introduction to Music 9-10 
Political and Social Ethics 

Entered as second-class matter October 2, 1926. 
at the post office in Minneapolis, Minn., under 
the Act of August 24, 19H. 

Interior Decorating II (Pub. Lib.) 
6:20 p.m. 
Practical and Stellar Astronomy 
Introduction to Literature 22 
Shakespea1·e 56 
Art for Everyday 
Historical Geography 53 
Bach, Beethoven, Wagner, and Brahms 
General Psychology 2 
Beginning French 2 
Beginning Italian 2 
Beginning Swedish 8 
Population Problems 160 
Psvchiatric Problems in Social Case 

'Nark (Soc. 139) 
Speech I . 
Orientation in Simple Handtcrafts 
Principles of Accounting B 
Investments-Finance D 
Bu~iness Cycles 149 
Business Law D 
Principles of Economics 6 
6:30 p.m. 
Swimming (Women) 
7:00p.m. 
Cartooning (Begins April 7--Third 

()uarter) 
Integral Calculus 

World Politics 25-26 
General Psychology 1-2 

(Combined) 
Beginning Norwegian 2 
Rural Organization 
Selected Problems in 

Social Case Work 
Elements of Play 

Production 
Puppetry 
General Zoology II 
Special Fields in Public 

Health Nursing 
Accounting. Principles B & 

Laboratory (N. W.Bank) 
Accounting, Principles 

A & B and Laboratory 
(Comb.) N. W. Bank 

Retail Advertising 
Advanced Economics 104 

7:00p.m. 
Book Reviews 
Analytic Geometry 

7:30 p.m. 
Special Bacteriology I 02 
Tuberculosis and Its 

Control 
Ceneral Zoology 2 
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EDUCATION A UF LONG PROCESS 

VoL. X 

Correspondence Study 

An Analysis of the Story Told by the 

Files of the Correspondence 

Study Department 

By A. H. Speer 

(Head of Corresponde11ce Study Departme11t) 

J n the offices of the Correspondence Study 
Department are files containing thousands of 
record cards which reveal many interesting and 
important facts to the investigator who con
cerns himself with education by University Ex
tension. One may learn from these cards, for 
instance, something about how students came 
to take Correspondence Study courses ; what 
their previous education has been, and what 
their interests are at present. 

Look for a moment first at the previous edu
cation of Correspondence Study students. For 
analysis 6272 file cards from the years 1928-35 
were chosen at random. It was found that 79% 
of the 6272 students were of college grade when 
they registered for Correspondence Study courses. 
That is, 4960 of the cards investigated bore the 
records of previous college work ranging from 
one year of freshman work to two years oi 
graduate study. 

The entire range of preparation extended 
from third grade education to graduate college 
work, but the number of students offering only 
elementary preparation was small. Only 
28 of the 6272 registrants, (four tenths of one 
per cent) had had less than seventh grade edu
cation. Only 43, or about two thirds of one per 
cent, offered only junior high school standing. 
There were 1241 students who offered senior 
high school preparation, and of these 1159 were 
high school graduates. 

Graph number one illustrates the distribu
tion of the preparation offered by the 6272 stu
dents whose cards were studied. It should be 
noted that the number of high school gradu
ates-those ready for college, but who had not 
yet taken college work, is 19% of the total. 
Thus, since 79% of all the students offered col
lege work when they registered, the important 
fact is apparent that 98% of the students in
volved in this survey were either ready for 
college, or had already taken college work be
fore they registered for Correspondence Study 
courses. 

(Collfilllted on paye three) 

CORRESPONDENCE STUDY .REGISTTIANTS CLASSIFIED 

l1l ACCOI2DING 'l'O PREVIOUS EDUCATION 

tlNrVERSITY -
fouR. YEARS 241 
THREE YEARs 141 

TwO YEARS !5'Zf 
0NEYEAR 9f -~ 

HIGH ScHOOL 
21( OR LESS 

MARCH 1936 

This issue of The Interpreter should be of 
especial interest to stude11ts i11 the Corre
spondence Study Depart1ne11t of the General 
Exte11sioll Division. J\tlr. Speer's article 
comes as a result of a statistical study of the 
records of his departmcllt, 011d should be 
e11lighfelling. The author of the story which 
follows is a stude11t i11 the CorrcspoHdella 
St11dy Departulcllt. The story zms ZL'ritte/1 
for Advanced Writi11g II. On paye four zc•i/1 
be folllld a list of all tlzc courses offered l>y 
the C orresponde11ce Study Depart111ent. 

A Present for Teacher 
By Irene Heine 

"Good-night, children." 
"Good-night, Miss Spears." 
And, as the last straggler disappeared through 

the doorway, Ann Spears gave a weary little 
sigh. She was glad that it was Friday night, and 
glad that she had two days' rest ahead of her. 
How she prized those two days of freedom each 
week-two days in which to lounge luxuriously, 
read a novel that had lain tantalizingly on her 
table all week, write a few letters, and perhaps 
play a game of bridge. The schoolroom was 
stuffy, and the familiar odors of garlic and per
spiration hung heavily in the stagnant air. For 
even so spirited a young woman as Ann Spears, 
introducing forty infants of I tal ian, Serbian, 
Austrian, and Russian parentage to the mechan
ics of reading English literature was a full
sized job; and she was dead tired. 

But, while putting on h(lr wraps, she remem
bered that she had a call tp make in the neigh
borhood before going hom~, The Salletti twins. 
Rosa and Tony, had been a[bsent from school all 
week, and it was clearly ~er duty to find out 
what the trouble was. Mechanically she walked 
through the drab streets of the mining town to 
which she had come six years ago. Mechan
ically she glanced at the address she had written 
down on a slip of paper, 308 Elm Street. Yes, 
there was the number above the door of one of 
the dreary shanties which the mining company 
erects for its workmen. She saw a bedraggled 
lace curtain being pulled aside and Tony's black 
eyes peeping out at her. Then quickly the door 
was pulled open, and Tony himself ushered his 
beloved teacher into the tiny hovel. 

"Please to come in, teacher," he ventured 
shyly, holding tightly onto Rosa's hand. "Our 
mama she die and get bury in the groun'." 

"Oh, I didn't know. I'm so sorry," said Miss 
Spears. 

"How long you guess Olflr mama gonna stay 
in those groun' ?" asked R~sa. "I get tin' awful 
lonesome for my mama. I like her come home 
pretty soon." 

"Oh, my child," choked tiss Spears, taking 
Rosa into her arms, "I'm afraid your mama 
won't be able to come hom for a long while." 
And, as Miss Spears looke around the poorly 
furnis~ed ro~m and at the agged clothes of the 
two dirty children, she dec ded that this was a 
case that called for action. , 

"I must go now, children," she said, "but I 
shall come back tomorrow. Perhaps your 
father will be home then." 

(Continued on page three) 
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Ernest Dowson 

A Sometimes Neglected Poet of the 

Nineties Who "Lived the Poetry 

He Could Not Write" 

By Franz J. Montgomery 

I do not know what the date 1890 means to 
my readers. Perhaps it recalls an era of wasp 
waists, straw sailors, yellow shoes, and cala
bash pipes. To the student of English literature 
it recalls all these and more ; for the decade 
called "the eighteen nineties" saw the birth (and 
death) of a literary movement-a movement 
which produced no truly great poets ; in fact, a 
movement which was quite sterile from the 
point of view of great art, perhaps because the 
watchword of the decade was "Art for Art's 
sake." But these years produced some of the 
most arresting personalities in the whole range 
of English poetry. The reason is not far to 
seek. Oscar Wilde, the high priest of the age, 
may have spoken more than a half truth when 
he wrote : "A great poet is the most unpoetical 
of all creatures. But inferior poets are abso
lutely fascinating. They live the poetry that 
they cannot write. The others write the poetry 
that they dare not realize." This typically Wil
dean paradox applies to Wilde himself, and to 
other poets of the nineties-perhaps most of 
all to Ernest Dowson. 

Ernest Christopher Dowson was born in 
Kent in 1867. His parents spent much of their 
time in Italy and France, where young Ernest 
was able to acquire a sporadic education at the 
hands of tutors. In 1886 he entered Queen's 
College, Oxford, and remained two years. His 
knowledge of the classics was considerable, as 
a glance at his poems will show, and he was 
proficient also in French, Italian, and German; 
but he was not of the temperament which sub
mits easily to examinations, and he left Oxford 
without taking a degree. 

The young man came to London in 1888, 
and for several years he worked in his father's 
dock in the squalid East End. Here, amid the 
unpoetic sounds and smells of a great seaport, 
Dowson wrote much of his best poetry. Indeed 
the eight years between his departure from Ox~ 
ford, in 1888, and the publication of his first 
volume of poems, in 1896, really constitute his 
entire creative life. 

During these years Dowson had two great 
experiences ; they may be called the only im-

(Continued on page two) 

.Mr. ~Montyomery is 011 l11structor in Eng
lish at the University of Minnesota. His 
article on Ernest Dawson was delivered as 
011e of a series of radio talks recently broad
cast over station KSTP by members of the 
faculty of the College of Saint Thomas. Mr. 
Montgomery suggests the following bibliog
raphy for those readers interested in further 
study of Dawson and his period. 
The Poems and Prose of Ernest Dowson · 

The Modern Library. ' 
Burdett, Osbert; The Beardsley Period. 
Jackson, Holbrook; The Eighteen Nineties. 
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The Value of 
Correspondence Study 

By T. A. H- Teeter 

.\s recently as 1924, University Extension 
courses were outside the pale of academic re
spectability. They were regarded as the ille
¥itimate offspring of universities and colleges, 
tostered by broken-down and unsuccessful uni
versity professors. Not so any more. \\"ise 
administrators are diverting facultv men of the 
highest academic standing into the study of adult 
education, of which Correspondence Studv is a 
~~ -

Today Correspondence Study through Uni
wrsity Extension consists of higher education 
and some secondary education brought by mail 
to a large number of non-resident students who 
are, in general. more mature than resident stu
dents at a college, and who study somewhat ir
regularly at ''unconventional times and places." 

These courses are now in general recognized 
as the equivalents of courses in residence, and 
with the exception of those popular non-credit 
courses offered to students interested primarilv 
in stud}' rather than in routine academic prog
ress toward a degree, they necessarily reflect 
the campus program. 

The courses of study offered cover a broad 
field-from anthropology to interior decoration 
but there is a unity in the courses not visibl~ 
~t first sight. These courses are systematized 
m the school room fashion and, if selected ac
cording to some prearranged plan of study thev 
lead to a definite goal-either a degree' or a 
respectable contribution to the individual's cul
tural acumen. 

The startling thing about correspondence studv 
courses is the fact that a very large percentage 
of the students are persons who, if they have not 
already graduated from some college haw at 
least had a year or more of college or univer
sity training in residence. It seems that it is 
this group oi people (who wish to further their 
uni,·ersity training) that best appreciate the op
portunities of Correspondence Study. They 
know that education consists largely of what 
they make of themselves through study and not 
what blows past them in a class room lecture. 
.\ dean of a prominent college once told the 
writer that he was more inclined to give credit 
for correspondence courses than for certain class 
\\·ork, because after a correspondence student 
had successfully completed his examination un
der supervision, he felt that the student had done 
the work himself; while he was not so sure of it 
in the case of certain class room students. 

Correspondence Study, then, is a test of a 
student's ability to apply himself single-handed, 
and to that extent it develops persistence and 
industry. 

Correspondence study quite definitely requires 
painstaking labor, personal application, and 
quite definitely leads to better self-discipline and 
greater cultural achievement. 

"Only steadfastness of purpose and humility 
enable the student to shift his position to meet 
the new conditions in which new truths are 
born, or old ones modified beyond recognition." 

-William Osler, The Student Life. 
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Ernest Dowson 

(Continued from page one) 

portant events in his life. He was converted 
to the Roman Catholic Church, and he fell in 
low. Both of these events occurred about 1890 · 
both were of tremendous importance in hi~ 
poetry; in fact, the germ of all his poems mav 
be found in one or the other of these experi
ences; yet neither was unusual, for if the first 
tendency of the decade was toward Art for 
Art's sake, the second was toward Catholicism. 
In Art, the questing minds of the time found 
escape from the world about them in the mysti
cism of Form: in Religion, the harassed spirits 
found sanctuary in the mysticism of the Church. 

Soon after his appearance in London Dawson 
had his great love affair. Looked at from with
out, it w~s commonplace enough. The young 
poet fell 111 love with the daughter of a Soho 
restaurant keeper. The biographers have en
tered into a conspiracy of silence regarding the 
actual course of this affair, but the end of it 
was that the waitress married a waiter; and 
Dawson, dramatizing this disappointment as 
only a poet could have done, dedicated the 
remainder of his life to her memorv and his 
works to her praise. At least two--thirds of 
his poems stem from this unrequited love. Per
haps his later degradation may also be traced to 
it; for after the unhappy ending of his amour 
the poet went to France, to spend what time 
was left to him in riotous dissipation. His 
muse thereafter was not altogether silent, but 
he never again attained the excellence of his 
first volume of verses, dedicated to the un
named girl in these words : "I need not write 
your name for you at least to know that all 
my work is made for you." 

It is hardly worth while to describe the poet's 
l~st ye_ars-his drunkenness, his low companions, 
h1s mtserable odyssey from tavern to dive in 
French ports. In 1900 he came at last to Eng
land, was found by a friend, and taken to that 
friend's cottage to die in decent surroundings. 

The two great themes of Dawson's poems 
were the two great themes of his life: love and 
religion. In both he was unsuccessful; in both 
there was a striving after an ideal which he 
somehow could never attain; in both he drama
tized his failure. But this failure was success 
in poetry. If his beloved Adelaide had married 
him, he would surely have regretted it; and if 
he had attained a complete serenity of faith, 
we should have had none of the fine religious 
poems which express a yearning for the peace 
of the cloister. Peace was not for him. He was 
fitted for neither the cloister nor the hearth. 
He was one of those who must be forever striv
ing; for it was not the achievement but the 
struggle and the failure which fascinated him. 
And even in this struggle the poet had his hours 
of weakness-of apostasy. This inconstant con
stancy is best illustrated in his love poems. 
They run the gamut from complete faith in his 
lost lady to complete disillusionment and despair. 
One moment he finds happiness in her disdain: 

I H'ould not alter lh\' cold C\'CS 
Nor trouble the caln-1 fount of speech 
TYith aught of passion or surprise. 
The heart of thee I CUI! not reach: 
I <t•ould not alter thy cold eyes! 

The next moment his theme is "let us Ii,-e 
today": 

Ah, La/ age! While life is mn·s, 
Hoard not thy beauty rose and white, 
But pluck the pretty, fleeting flowers 
That deck our little path of light: 
For all too soon we twain shall tread 
The bitter pastures of the dead: 
Estranged, sad spectres of the night. 

Thus, in both his life and his love he fluctuated 
between faith and doubt. between ecstasy and 

despair. These are minor poems, dealing with 
intensely personal feeling; and although they 
are not great, they are delicate and fineh· 
wrought. Only one of Dawson's love poem's 
has fo!-Jnd a place in anthologies, and by this 
poem. tf by any, he may achieve immortality. In 
spite of its Latin title, the poem is usually 
called "Cynara." Its refrain repeats this 
strange confession: "I have been faithful to 
thee. Cynara. in my fashion." Here we have 
the plaintive cry of the inconstant lover, the 
weak excuse of the uncertain spirit. This is 
the very essence of Dowson. Never strong in 
body, neve~ steadfast in spirit, he was able, in 
some mystical way, to rationalize his failure. 
to make himself believe that he drank onlv to 
remember. that whatever lips he kissed ~vere 
:\delaide's, that in all his dissipations he was 
~n some strange way following the gleam of an 
tdeal. 

Of his religious poems, there are onh· four 
of any importance. They occupy but ·a few 
pages of print; yet they are only a little less 
than great. The few critics who have found 
Dawson worthy of notice have given little at
tention to them. They reallv need no com
mentary but reading, and I ~hall cite onlv a 
part o~ o,~e : "The Nuns of the Perpetual 
:\doratwn. 

Cal111, sad. secure; behind hiiJh con<·ent ·walls 
These H'atch the sacred lamp, these watch and 

pray: 
.-lnd it is one u•ith them a·hen c<.•ening falls. 

.-lud ouc <('ifh the111 the cold return of day. 

* * 
Outsidt;. the <vorld is <vild and passionate; 

.llan s a·ean• lau.uhter aud his sick despair 
Eutrcat at their impenetrable gate: 

They heed no 'i'Oiccs in their dream of prayer. 

* * * 
Cal1n. sad. secure; H•ilh faces wom a11d mild: 

Sure/~· their choice of -c•igil is the best r 
l' ca! for our roses fade. the <co rid is <.cild; 

liut there. beside the altar, there is rest. 

In his life Dawson found no such rest. He 
desired it because it was unattainable. In his 
search for an ideal to worship. ~Iarv and .\de
laide became identical. He found In both the 
quality of idealized perfection: in both the utter 
impossibility of attainment. So the two great 
forces of his life, love and religion. finally be
came one and the same. 

I have tried to give some impression of the 
whole Dowson. One must read his poems in 
the light of his life, his life in the light of his 
poems, before the figure appears in the round. 
He was not a great poet, not a great thinker, 
not a great spirit, but a typical product of his 
decade-a decade too much neglected . 

His outward way of life one cannot but dep
recate ; his inward strivings-however futile
one can but admire. It is perhaps best to think 
of Dawson as he must have been at twenty-fi,-e; 
and to forget the man he later became-as he 
himself has asked : 

11·1lflz I am old 
.-l11d sadl:o: steal apart, 
l11to the dark and cold, frie11d of my heart, 
Remember, if :J'OU ca11, 
.V of him ~c·lzo lingers, but that other man, 
ff'ho lo<.•ed and sang, wzd had a beating heart. 

"Equipped with the anti-toxin of laughter. 
one can live even in a standardized society 
without being too impressed by its standards. 
Perhaps to maintain gaiety rather than, as 
Pater supposed, to maintain ecstasy, is suc
cess in life."-lrwin Edman, Gaiety for the 
Solemn. 
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It is important to the Correspondence Study 
Department. and of interest to the general 
reader, to learn what influences students to 
register for Correspondence Study work. To 
gain this information the department studied 
1233 file cards, dated from September 1, 1934 to 
November 1, 1935. (Each registration blank in
corporates questions designed to indicate what 
incentive, direct or indirect, influenced the stu
dent to register.) Of the 1233 file cards, 426. 
or 34.6%, offered the information that the reg
istl·ant learned of the Correspondence Study 
work as a dav student at the Universitv of 
llfinnesota, though most of these students ~\·ere 
not registered on the campus at the time they 
registered for Correspondence Study courses. 
The next largest number, 301, or 24.3% of the 
total 1233, revealed the interesting fact that they 
learned of the Correspondence Study courses 
from friends. Public school officials of the 
state of Minnesota were responsible for refer
ring 146, or 11.9%, to the department. Regis
trants learned of the Correspondence Study 
courses from other sources as shown by graph 
number two. Only 6.3% of all registrants failed 
to report a source of information or stimulation. 

HOW REGISTERING STUDENTS LEARNED 

21 OF CORRESPONDENCE STUDY WORK 

AS A DAY 
35/. STUDENT 

FROM A 'Z4f. FIHEND 

SCHOOL t'Zf. OFFlCIAL 

DEPARTMENT '25f. PUBLICITY 

NO ANSWER ef .... GNEN 

In what sort of study are correspondence 
students interested? The answer again lies in 
these files of record cards. To learn what kind 
of courses were elected by students, and why 
they were chosen, the officials of the depart
ment chose at random 7831 file cards from the 
years 1928-35. They learned that registrations 
were made for courses of four kinds; namely, 
(1) university credit courses, (2) non-credit 
courses, (3) engineering courses (which carry 
no credit), and ( 4) preparatory or college en
trance courses. Of the 7831 students, 510 had 
registered for engineering courses. Students 
registered for 244 preparatory courses, and for 
867 non-credit courses. By far the greatest 
number of students were registered for univer
sity credit courses, 6210 students, 79% of 
the total number investigated, having elected 
such work. 

Of those students who registered for non
credit courses, 560, or 64.6% of 7831, assigned 
no reason for their choice. Three hundred and 
seven of the non-credit group assigned reasono 
as follows: 90 students registered for self-

WHY CORRESPONDENCE STUDY BTUDENTS 

131 REGJSTERED FOR CREDIT COUR3E3 

CREDIT '72.1 

ADVANCED 2.51 STANDING 

GROUP -!1 STUDY 

MISCEllANEOUS t1 ~ TOTAL, 6~10 

imprO\·ement; 55 wanted o review the subject 
they registered for; SO w nted special informa
tion concerning business matters ; and 112, or 
13% of 867, assigned miscellaneous reasons for 
their registration. 

The investigators gleaned interesting informa
tion from their study of :the registrations fot· 
university credit courses. ; Of the 6210 students 
who were working for university credit, 4510. 
or i2.6o/c, were beginning university work and 
were stm·till!f to accumulate credits toward a 
degree; and 1554, or 25%, were adding to the 
credits they had already accumulated. 

Sixty-one of the registrations were special 
group registrations. Because the University of 
11innesota desired to assist high school gradu
ates who were not able to attend college at 
once as a result of the depression, it arranged 
to help these students to carry university work 
in their local high schools by the group study 
plan. Under this plan, one registration in the 
Correspondence Study Department was made to 
suffice for a number of students who met to
gether to study under supervision, and who took 
university comprehensive examinations at the 
end of their period of study. Each registration 
of the 61 represents one such group studying 
one subject in one high school. 

Those who have been classified above as as
signing miscellaneous reasons for their regis
tration are, for the most part, persons studying 
for teachers' certificates, and those working to 
remove failures. The total number in the mis
cellaneous group is 85, or 1.4 o/o of 7831. Graph 
number three illustrates the results of the analy
sis of the credit study groups. 

Psychology Professor 
On Sabbatical Leave 

\Vendell White, Assistant Professor of Psy
chology in the General Extension Division, has 
been granted sabbatical leave for the second 
semester of the current academic year. Mr. 
\\'bite will utilize his leisure in recuperating 
entireh· from the illness which overtook him 
during. the first semester, and in working on 
the second of the series of books on applied 
psychology which he is engaged in writing. The 
first of this series. The Psychology of Dealiny 
H•ith People was published in January by the 
~Iacmillan Company. 

~1r. \Vhite's classes during the second semes
ter will be under the direction of Raymond 0. 
Filter. :vir. Filter took his doctorate in psychol
ogy at the University of ~1innesota in 1921. 
He is co-author of The Gra<l'th of Ability, pub
lished in 1929. 

Second Semester Shows 
Registration Increase 

.-\s The Interpreter goes to press, officials of 
the General Extension Division announce that 
a preliminary check of the registration for the 
second semester of the current vear shows a 
total course registration for Extension classes 
of approximately 3300. This indicates an in
crease of about ten per cent o\·er the second 
semester of last year. ' 

WLB, 
The Cniversitv radio sta$''on, \\'LB. is offer

ing a series of -request pro rams for recorded 
classical music on Friday a ternoons, from four 
to five o'clock. The first co certs. during J anu
ary and February, showe the most popular 
composers to be Sibelius. \Vagner. Schubert. 
Johann Strauss, and Tschaikowskv. There was 
a particular demand for Fi11lmidia. excerpts 
from Wagnerian operas, Beethoven symphonies, 
and Schubert songs. 
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A Present for Teacher 
(Co11ti1111ed from page o11e) 

The next morning Miss Spears arose at the 
usual hour of seven-thirty; made a wry face 
at the tantalizing book; and deliberately flung 
all thought of luxurious idleness out the win
dow. There were things to be done this Sat
turday-things that could not be neglected. After 
breakfast she went back to the school, where 
she had a long talk with her principal ; and to
gether they hunted out a sweater, a dress, and 
a suit of clothes from a Red Cross box in the 
office. Then she went down town and purchased 
some underwear and stockings to complete the 
outfits. After lunch she gathered her bundles to
gether, and hurried off to the Salletti home. 

"Here we are," she called out to Rosa, who 
came running down the walk to meet her, black 
curls flying in all directions, and absurdly large 
gold earrings flapping against her rosy cheeks. 

The two entered the house. where they found 
Tony eating a thick slice of dry bread and an 
enormous hunk of cheese. The repast was 
quickly dispensed with; and there followed a 
delightful half-hour of scrubbing faces and 
hands which bore the traces of several days' 
accumulated grime, and of dressing up in the 
new clothes. 

The children's father came in while the ablu
tions were in progress. "Yah, I got sister com
ing to keep house," he assured 11iss Spears. 
"She keep da kids clean, and we send dem to 
school on Monday." 

~fonday morning came all too soon for ~1.iss 
Spears. but with it came Rosa and Tony, 
dressed in the new clothes and struggling to 
carry between them a huge package clumsily 
wrapped in newspaper. 

"V,'hy, children, whatever is it?" exclaimed 
~fiss Spears. "Is it something you have brought 
for the other children to see?" 

"Naw," answered Tony, a large grin spread
ing itself over his usually serious little face. 
''It is present for you. You are good. You 
give us dis here suit and dose dress. We give 
you present." 

\\'onderingly Miss Spears opened the bundle; 
and the two children gazed in ecstasy, while 
Miss Spears gazed in dumb amazement at a 
funeral wreath of half-withered carnations and 
white roses. 

"But, children," she finally managed to stam
mer. "I don't quite understand. Is this a 
present for me?" 

"Sure," piped up Rosa. "\\' e take him off da 
place where our mama is. Our mama, she good, 
too. She like us give dose present to you." 

"But does your father know that you took the 
wreath?" questioned Miss Spears. 

"Naw, he don't know," answered Tony. "He 
busy all time. He don' care." 

"Oh, what am I to do?" thought Miss Spears. 
"I don't see how I can keep it, and yet I can't 
take the joy from those kids' faces: I will 
keep it," she added to herself. "I don't care 
what anyone may think of me for doing it. I 
suppose I am neglecting an opportunity to teach 
a moral lesson in honesty, but those two mites 
have no idea that they stole this. Yes, I am 
going to leave that wreath right here in this 
room," she decided. 

Having decided, she propped the token of love 
and gratitude upon her desk ; and the twins 
spent a blissful day basking in the warmth of a 
love that flooded their whole souls. 

On the way home from school that night 
Rosa said, "I guess our teacher, she like dose 
present pretty good. I betcha she think him 
one fine present." 

Tony nodded. "That teacher, I like him 
pretty good," he added thoughtfully. 

It is well known, that time once past never 
returns; and that the moment which is lost is 
lost forever. Time therefore ought, above all 
other kinds of property, to be free from inva
sion; and yet there is no man who does not 
claim the po\\·er of wasting that time which is 
the right of others.-Samue1 Johnson, The Idler 
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University of Minnesota Correspondence Study Courses 

Anthropology 
Introduction to Anthropology 27 

Art Education 
Fundamental Principles of Design. . 16 
Interior Decoration .. . ..... -··. _ .... 16 
Application of Design to Needlecraft 16 

Astronomy 
Descriptive Astronomy 

Business 

27 

*Business Corresopndence 2-l 
Life Insurance 16 
Fire and Marine Insurance 16 
Casualty Insurance 16 
Retail Store Management . 16 
Office Organization and Management 16 
Elementary Advertising 16 
Investments . ................. 16 
Corporation Finance 16 
Personnel Administration .. .......... 16 
Advanced Personnel Administration 16 

Child Welfare 
*Child Care and Training ($1.00) 
*The Older Child and Adolescent ($1.00) 
Child Development and Training.. 16 
Guidance of Children's Interests . 16 
Later Childhood and Adolescence.. .... 16 

Economics 
Mechanism of Exchange 27 
Principles of Economics L............... 27 
Principles of Economics II....... 27 
Elements of Accounting.... 16 
Business Law A.. . 16 
Business Law B 16 
Business Law C 16 

~~b~~eProtie~s Da~·d· ··T~-~~f~"-iT~i~~~i~~~ ~~ 
Public Finance 16 

Education 
Educational Psychology .. 
Historical Foundations of . Jl,i~dern 

Education .. ........... . ......... . 
History of :\lodern Secondary Edu-

cation .................................................. . 
History of Modern Elementary Edu-

cation 
Educational Sociology ...... . ........ . 
School Organization and Law 
School Sanitation .... 
Industrial Historv 
The High Schoo!" . 
Junior High School 

Engineering 
Mechanical Drawing 
Mechanical Drawing II ............................. . 
Advanced Mechanical Drawing. 
*Elementary Mechanics 
Slide Rule ................ . 
Technical Mechanics I 
*Technical Mechanics II ..................... . 
*Strength of Materials-Technical .. 
*Direct Current Machinerv I .. 
Heating and Ventilating.· ... 
*Steam Power Plant I 
*Steam Power Plant II 
Plain Concrete 
Advanced Reinforced Concrete Design 

~~:~J,~~~~a~~;u~t~;~l St~~~ D~~;g,; 
Steel Building Design . 
Steel Bridge Design 
Refrigeration ................................ . 
*Elementary Aeronautics 
*Shop Mathematics I 
• Shop Mathematics II. 
Higher Algebra 
College Algebra 
Trigonometry .................. . 
Analytical Geometry 
Differential Calculus 
Integral Calculus 

English 

16 

16 

16 

16 
27 
27 
27 
11 
16 
16 

16 
16 
11 
16 

6 
27 
27 
27 
16 
16 
20 
20 
16 
16 
16 
16 
16 
16 
16 
16 
16 
1u 
27 
27 
27 
32 
27 
27 

Freshman Literature I .... 16 
Freshman Literature II . ... 16 
Freshman Literature III ... 16 
Introduction to Literature I 27 
Introduction to Literature II . . 27 
Introduction to Literature III........... 27 
American Literature I 16 
American Literature II.. 16 
Later English Novels 16 
Shakespeare I 16 
Shakespeare II ..................... . 16 
*Subfreshman Rhetoric 12 
Composition I\" 16 
Composition V 16 
Composition \"I 16 
Advanced Writing 16 
Advanced Writing 16 
Versification I 16 
Versification II 16 
Short Story I . ............. 16 
Short Story II......... 16 

Below are listed all the courses offered by the 

Correspondence Study Department of the University 

of Minnesota. 
The figure following the name of the course indicates 

the number of lessons in that course. Courses containing 
32 lessons carry 6 credits; 27 lessons, 5 credits; 2~ lessons, 
~% credits; 22 lessons, ~ credits; 16 lessons, 3 credits; 11 
or 12 lessons, 2 credits; and 6 lessons, 1 credit. The fee for 
a course carrying 6 credits is $20.00; 5 credits, $17.00; 4% 
credits, $15.00; 4 credits, $13.50; 3 credits, $10.00; 2 credits, 
$7.00; 1 credit, $5.00. Asterisk(*) indicates that the course 
carries no college credit. High school courses marked with 
a dagger (t) carry 1f4 high school unit; all others carrv 
% high school unit. The fee for high school courses con'
taining 20 lessons is $12.50; 27 lessons, $17.00. 

Esperanto 
*Beginning Esperanto 
* Adyanced Esperanto 

German 
Beginning German I .. 
Beginning German II .... 
Beginning German III 
Intermediate German IV ... 
Intermediate German IVa .. 
Elementary Composition I 
Elementary Composition II . 
Drama I 
Drama II ............................. . 
Chemica) German 24 
Chemical German 2 5 . 
Chemical German 26 
-:\Ierlical German 30 ... 
Medical German 31 .. 
~1erlical German 32 

Geology 
Dynamic and Structural Geology 

16 
16 

27 
27 
27 
27 
27 
16 
16 
24 
24 
20 
20 
20 
1G 
16 
16 

27 

Lettering 
Freehand Engineering Lettering 

Library Training 
Elementary Classification ..... . 
Elementary Cataloging .... . 
Elementary Reference .... . 

Mathematics 
Higher Algebra 
College Algebra 
Trigonometry ........... . 
Analytic Geometry 
Differential Calculus 
Integral Calculus 
Differential Equations 
Theory of Equations 
Commerce Algebra ................ . 
~lathematics of Investment 

16 
16 
16 

27 
27 
27 
27 
27 
27 
16 
16 
27 
2i 

16 
1(, 
16 

Greek 
27 
27 
27 
27 
27 
27 
16 
16 
16 

Music 
Harmony I 
Harmony ll 
Harmony III 
Instrumentation 
Instrumentation 

and Orchestration I 16 
and Orchestration II 1 o 

Beginning Greek I 
Beginning Greek II 
Beginning Greek III 
Xenophon's Anabasis 
Herodotus 
Epic Poetry 
Philosophy 
Oratory 
Dramatic Poetry 

History 
Ancient History I 
Ancient Historv II 
Ancient History III 
Europe in Middle Ages 
Modern \V orld I ........... . 
Modern \V orld II ...... . 
English History I .... . 
English History II 

16 
16 
16 
27 
27 
27 
16 
16 
16 
16 
16 
16 
16 
27 

Physics 
• Elementarv Physics A 
* Elementa r)r Physics B 
Elements of ~1echanics 

Polish 
*Beginning Polish I 
• Beginning Polish II 
*Beginning Polish III . 
*Polish Literature 

Political Science 

16 
16 
1 b 

16 
16 
16 
16 

American Government and Politics I 10 
American Government and Politics II ... 1b 
American Government and Politics III 16 
Elements of Political Science 27 
Comparative European 

Government 27 
World Politics 27 
International Law 27 
American Parties and 

Scandinavian 

Norwegian 
Beginning Norwegian 27 
Beginning Norwegian II.. 27 
IntermedJate Norwegian 27 
Advanced Norwegian ............ 27 
Introduction to Norwegian Literature :!7 
Modern Norwegian Literature 27 
Ibsen .......... 16 
BjOrnson 16 

Swedish 
Beginning Swedish I ... 
Beginning Swedish II 
Intermediate Swedish 
Advanced Swedish I ... 
Advanced Swedish II . 
Swedish Literature I .. 
Swedish Literature II 
Swedish Literature III .. 

Sociology 
Introduction to Sociology .... 
Rural Sociology ................ . 
Social Pathology ................... . 
Social Protection of Child 
Social Organization 
!{ural Community Organization 
The Family .......... . 
Social Progress 

High School Courses 
t Bookkeeping ...... . 
English Composition A ... 
English Composition B .. 
English Composition C... 
English Composition D ... . 
English I~iterature A ........... . 
English Literature B ..... . 
English Literature C ......... . 
English Literature D ...... . 
German A 
Ger·man B 
German C 
(;erman D 
American History 
1\ merican History 
World History A .................................... . 
World History B 
Beginning Latin !.. ..... . 
lleginning Latin IL 
Cicero I 
Cicero II ................................. . 
Vergil's Aeneid L ........ . 
Vergil's Aeneid IL 
Elementary Algebra A .... . 
Elementary Algebra B .. . 
Plane Geometry A .... 
Plane Geometry B 
Solid Geometry 
Higher Algebra ............... . 
Beginning Norwegian I ... 
Beginning Norwegian II 
Intermediate Norwegian 
Adv-anced Norwegian 
Beginning Swedish I ...... . 
Beginning Swedish II .. 
Intermediate Swedish 
Social Science A .. 
Social Science B 

?" -I 

27 
27 
27 
27 
16 
16 
16 

27 
16 
16 
16 
16 
1u 
16 
16 

12 
20 
20 
20 
20 
20 
20 
21) 
20 
20 
20 
20 
20 
20 
20 
20 
20 
27 
27 
27 
27 
27 
21 
20 
20 
20 
20 
20 
27 
27 
27 
27 
27 
27 
27 
27 
20 
20 

English History III 
American History I 
American History II 
American History III 
American Economic History 
American Economic History 

Home Economics 
Household Budget 
Textiles 

16 
16 

Politics 16 

Preventive Medicine 
Elements of Preventive 

Entered as second-class matter October ~. 
/9!6, at the post office at Minneapolis, Minn., 
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Hygiene 
*~Iaternity and Infancy (no fee) 

journalism 
Newspaper Reporting I 16 
Newspaper Reporting II ..... . 1 b 
Newspaper Reporting III. 16 
Editorial Writing I . 16 
Editorial W riling II ... ................... ....... 16 
Newspaper and Magazine Articles I .. 16 
Newspaper and Magazine Articles II 16 
Press Contacts ........ .. ..... ............ 16 
Rural Community Reporting ............. 16 
Supervision of School Publications 16 

Latin 
Beginning Latin I ..... . 
Beginning Latin II 
Caesar 
Cicero I 
Cicero II ........ . 
V ergil' s Aeneid I ... 
Vergil's Aeneid IL .. 
Livy, Book I .................... . 
Plautus and Terence 
*Pharmaceutical Latin 

27 
27 
27 
21 
27 
27 
27 
27 
24 
20 

:\Iedicine . . ........ . .... 16 
Health Care of the Family 16 

Psychology 
General Psychology I 16 
General Psychology II 16 
Applied Psychology 16 
Personnel Psycholog) 16 

Romance Languages 

French 
Beginning French I . 27 
Beginning .French II 27 
Intermediate French I 27 
Intermediate French II . 27 
Scientific French I 16 
Scientific French II .......... 16 
Elementary Composition.... 16 
Advanced Composition.... 16 

Spanish 
Beginning Spanish I .. 27 
Beginning Spanish II 27 
Intermediate Spanish I 27 
Intermediate Spanish II .... 27 
Elementary Composition .. 16 
.Advanced Composition ....... 16 

~ 
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Techniques of Learning 

Analysis of the Learning Problems 
Encountered by Adult Students, 

and Some Possible Solutions 

By Charles Bird 

Adult students often express dissatisfaction 
with academic achievements, and frequently 
they hurry to explain why they do not suc
ceed as well as expected. Sharing a common 
human failing, they blame a poor memory; _or, 
keeping up with fashion, they complain of bemg 
too tired to study, or of having been out of 
school too long to get into the swing of aca
demic life. We must admit the rare possi
bility of poor memory, fatigue, or loss of the 
knack for settling down to intellectual labor 
accounting for the discrepancy between what 
might have been learned in the time expended 
and what was actually grasped. But the plau
sible explanation is often a self-deception, and 
in trying to account fo~ study deficiencies we 
have set ourselves resolutely against looking 
into the academic mirror. We have preferred 
retouched photographs to image reflections, ex
cuses to analyses, defenses to vigorous attacks 
upon important personal problems. 

May we not dismiss summarily poor mem
orv as an excuse for academic deficiency? It 
would be strange, indeed, if that which was 
learned well should, when needed, become elu
sive or fade quickly. Poor memory reflects 
poor learning. He who learns well, retains 
well. Academic well-being hinges upon the 
conviction that poor learning rather than poor 
memory underlies academic ills. Confession 
along this line is hard to secure, but once 
secured it does good to the academic soul. 
Attention is centered where improvement is 
possible. Similarly, the suggestion that we have 
lost academic skill with the passage of time 
is immediately appealing even though superficial 
probing shows it to be far from complimentary. 
Habits of skating, swimming, or dancing are 
easily revived after years of disuse, even though 
these forms of motor skill are impaired more 
by age than are intellectual accomplishments. 
Persons resorting to the mere passage of time 
to excuse poor learning in the present either 
do so unthinkingly, or they are seeking to hide 
from their friends the fact that success never 
generously rewarded feeble efforts in the public 
schools. Our excuses not only lose their glamour 
in the eyes of people wise in human affairs but 
they are the confessions of what we strive dili
gently to keep secret. The third excuse, namely 
fatigue, justifies a more extended consideration. 

There can be no doubt that many students 
in institutions devoted to adult education com
plain of feeling too tired to study. Every 
professor or teacher meets the comment when 
examinations suggest goals unattained. Is it 
fatigue, or is it a subjective tiredness, an ear
mark of personality maladjustment, a defense 
of incompetency? Have we actually worked 
hard during the day and exhausted reserve 
energies by work or play at night so that fa
tigue protects us from dissipating the last drop 
of effort? Are we fatigued, or are we bored? 
Is it exhaustion or is it ennui which paralyzes 
effective learning? 
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Charles Bird, Professor of Ps.vcholog)·. 
has zt'l'illcll for this 111011th's Interpreter 011 
article of i11calculable value for adult stu
dents. f-Vhat Mr. Bird writes may not be 
palatable to every reader: but many a cure 
has bec11 worked by bitter medici11c. The 
editor is certain that no reader will jail to 
profit by Mr. Bird's article. 

The a11alysis of old mrd new psychologies 
of selling, by H. P. Longstaff, Lecturer in 
Psycho/om•. will be of particular i11terest to 
all readers of The Interpreter zc•ho are i11 
business; but it is also p,·ofitable reading for 
those who are buyers, not sellers. Mr. Lollg
staff is 011 authority on the psycholog:.• of 
advertisill.IJ. A11olhcr essay i11 this issue 
which will be of i11 teres( to those co11cemcd 
with buyilrg a11d selli11(! zc•ill be fou11d 011 

page tzl'O. 

\Vithout desiring to be unkind, I am con
vinced that the frequent complaints of adult 
students are to be taken no more seriously than 
the less subtle ones heard among younger col
lege students. We find it easy to play bridge 
alertlv to dance energeticlly, to view a picture 
inten;d!y, and to lose ou selves completely in 
the dramatized exploits of our favm.·ite detective 
or our imaginary hero-at d all of these follow 
the day's work. There re individuals, let it 
be emphasized, who stud as vigorously and 
as freely as other people play ; and they, too, 
pursue learning after the day's work. Why 
these differences? Why do the favored few 
lose themselves profitably in intellectual tasks 
and the many struggle against a self-generated 
tiredness or boredom? Only the bare outlines 
of explanation can be suggested at this time. 
Is it not true that some ad~lts, pursuing wearily 
the unacknowledged ends ~f education, are ex
pressing in their study th drives, motives, am
bitions, hopes, desires-c ll them what. you 
will-which have been i 1adequately satisfied, 
or perhaps completely thwarted in their work? 
Their study efforts are the work efforts car
ried over into the night under the dominance 
of a belief that somehow effort reaps a just 
reward. Like the work of the day, so the work 
of the night expresses dissatisfaction or dis
content. It dramatizes conflict rather than satis
fies an ambition. And still other adults have 
not canvassed the ability necessary for success
ful study, and lacking capacity or a special 
ability they grow weary in effort which does 
not reap success. Those prone to offer the 
excuse of fatigue will more profitably explore 
other reasons for lack of academic success. 

Fundamental to successful study is adequate 
motivation. Herein adult jitudents, wise in the 
choice of courses which hold promise of busi
ness or professional advarrement or of fulfill
ing a need for general se £-improvement, have 
advantages over younger st dents not yet stirred 
to active academic endeavo . He who feels im
pe!led to improve himset finds pleasure in 
learning, providing that in reased knowledge or 
skill promises success prof ssionally or socially. 
The point deserving more onsideration, is that 
enthusiasm and ambition should not outrun 
ability. Strong motivatio . directed by good 
judgment and demonstrate fitness for the field 
of learning, is highly to be desired. 

(Continued 011 page three) 
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Psychology of Selling 

Modern Salesmanship Calls a Truce 
In the Great War Between 

Buyer and Seller 

By H. P. Longstaff 

To say that there is a new psychology of 
selling is to imply that t?ere must have been 
an old psychology of sellmg. As a matter of 
fact, there is an old psychol~gy of selling which 
is being used all too extensrvely at the present 
time. An examination of these older ideas will 
prove of value in two ways. First, it will per
mit the reader to determine whether the mer
chants he patronizes are "keeping up with the 
times"; and, second, such an examination will 
enable the reader to compare the new psy
chology with the old in order to determine 
which is the better. 

The basic principle of the old idea of selling 
was this : merchandise had been produced and 
had to be disposed of. Therefore someone IIIIlS! 

be made to buy it. 
Thus, according to the older ideas of selling, 

the process of transferring goods from pro
ducer to wholesaler, from wholesaler to retailer, 
and from retailer to consumer was really noth
ing but a long series of combats. The battle 
crv was "Make 'em Buy l" The process of 
seiling, no matter who was doing it, became a 
campaign carefully planned to bring victory to 
the seller and defeat to the buyer. To prove 
that this is true, all we need to do is to examine 
treatises on selling. We find in such treatises 
much talk of "strategy," of "sales tactics." of 
"rifle vs. shotgun methods." of "breaking down 
consumer resistance." and of "consumer de
fense." 

Many business concerns use selling meth
ods which are the outgrowth of this philosophy. 
The retailer buys what he thi11ks the public will 
want, or what the wholesaler makes him think 
the public will want. It is then necessary for 
the retailer to make the consumer want what 
he has to sell. If the consumer does not want 
it the seller must resort to "shotgun or rifle 
m'ethods" · he must "turn on the heat,'' as he 
himself ~ould say. Obviously. this process is 
the reverse of what it should be. Commodities 
which people want and need should be pro
duced and put on sale with no expectation that 
it will be necessary to force people to want 
them or to believe that they need them. 

Until business learns to think first of the con
sumer, selling is going to be a battle, a war
and we all know what Sherman said of war. 
The one basic reason why business exists is 
to furnish goods and services to society : that 
is, to satisfy the wants of the consumer or 
customer. \Vithout consumers, business would 
not survive two days. To study selling, then, 
one must first study the consumer. 

\Vhy does the consumer consume? \Vhy does 
he buy? He buys because he has certain needs 
and desires-many of them born in him; char
acteristics which are his heritage from genera
tions past ; characteristics deeply imbedded in 
man at the dawn of human existence, which 
have been the major forces in determining his 

( C 011 tinued on page four) 
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Karl Koehn, B.A., Con
tinues Extension Work 

By Ardis Kaplan 

Last June the impossible happened. A de
g-ree was granted for work done exclusively 
in Extension classes. Many times it had been 
said that this simply was not done. Mr. Karl 
Koehn was told the same thing, but he had his 
own ideas on the subject. Now, lying safely 
inside his desk, there is a bit of sheepskin, 
symbol of the success of his determination to 
break that precedent. And Mr. Koehn hasn't 
stopped. He is still studying in Extension 
classes. 

Three months before he was to be gradu
ated, Mr. Koehn left high school and went to 
work. He tried several kinds of work. com
pleted a business school course, and finally set
tled in his present position in the employ of 
the Great Northern Railway Company. In 
1922, actuated by a desire to learn more about 
the railway business, Mr. Koehn attended his 
first Extension class, a course in Railway Traf
fic and Rates. That step taken, he became in
terested in the other subjects offered by the 
General Extension Division, and in the thirteen 
years which followed he found that what he 
had begun for vocational reasons he wanted to 
finish for the sheer pleasure of learning. 

In the years from 1922 to 1935, Mr. Koehn 
completed work in Extension classes that would 
constitute majors in economics and in French. 
with minor emphasis on psychology and ethics. 
And now, the sheepskin safely in his desk, he 
is studying more French, and has begun a 
systematic course of study in mathematics. 

As for a goal, a reason for the years he 
has spent studying, Mr. Koehn just hasn't any. 
That it has helped him in business is certain. 
he says. He believes that psychology is neces
sary for application of business methods. The 
knowledge of economics, of course, is directly 
applicable to his work. He began French be
cause a foreign language was required for his 
degree; he went on with it because he liked it. 

"If knowledge doesn't directly help you," Mr. 
Koehn says, "at least it doesn't harm you, and 
it does bring pleasure." This, in Mr. Koehn's 
words, is the thought expressed by Newman 
when he wrote : "That further advantages ac
crue to us ... by its possession, over and above 
what it is in itself, I am very far from deny
ing ; but independent of these, we are satisfying 
a direct need of our nature in its very acquisi
tion. Knowledge is capable of being its 
own end." 

An Italian philosopher expressed in his motto, 
that time was his estate; an estate indeed, which 
will produce nothing without cultivation, but 
will always abundantly repay the labours of 
industry and satisfy the most extensive desires, 
if no pa;t of it be suffered to lie waste by negli
gence, to be overrun with noxious plants, or 
laid out for show rather than for use. 

-Samuel Johnson, The Rambler 

The Interpreter 

Modern Retailing Takes A Tip from the Theater 

The following essay was originally writ
ten as a theme for English Composition 4, 
in the Extwsion Division. The author is a 
Twin City advertising man of wide experi
ence. The article is of especial interest when 
read in connection with Mr. Longstaff's 
"Psychology of Selling." 

Originally, the department store had little 
need for dramatic effects in presenting and sell
ing merchandise. Complete stocks of seasonable 
items at the prices which people wished to pay 
were sufficient for successful operation. There 
was less variety in merchandise; there was sel
dom a supply of goods in excess of the de
mand ; there was less effort needed to persuade 
the customer to patronize a particular store. 
This was before the day of scientific selling 
methods and the use of every possible means of 
attracting the men and women who must buy 
the department store's wares. 

Today, every successful department store is 
a constantly varying spectacle, and store opera
tors have had to turn somewhere for inspira
tion. The theater has been a very natural 
source for ideas and suggestions. Showman
ship is the very life of the theater, and show
manship is exactly what many stores needed. 
The department store has taken many leaves 
out of the theater's book of tricks, adapting 
many of the theater's artifices to the business 
of retailing. There is more glamour and more 
excitement in stores as a result. Sometimes 
there is a suggestion of artificiality, but always 
the effect is dramatic, compelling and inter
esting. 

The economic situation of the past few years 
has been responsible largely for this trend to 
theatrical effects in the department store. 
Stores now operate on a highly competitive 
basis, and most stores cater to an identical 
clientele. Low prices, which are at much the 
same level in all stores, are no longer sufficient 
incentive to bring crowds teeming through a 
store. The successful store is the one which 
strives constantly to make the buying of mer
chandise more interesting. Greater emphasis 
is placed on appearances, and store interiors 
and exteriors are changed frequently. Counters 
and showcases, which comprise the background 
for merchandise in a store, are arranged more 
carefully, usually so successfully that one sel
dom is aware that he is being attracted to a 
display through any other means than his own 
casual interest. 

The relationship between department store 
and theater has been a very natural develop
ment. The purposes of the theater and the 
department store are closely allied. The 
theater mirrors the prevailing customs of the 
people, usually portraying a world in which 
many people in the theater's audience would 
like to live; the department store sells the 
things that make it possible to approximate 
the make-believe world of the stage with all 
its comforts and conveniences. Both satisfy 
human desires. 

Even with the recent popularity of stage plays 
requiring settings and costumes of period 
origin, the stage manager today finds that his 
problems of stage arrangement and decoration 
deal mostly with the current mode. Many stage 
furnishings are borrowed from stores, and it is 
not surprising that store managers view the 
finished stage setting, which is beautiful, com
fortable and thoroughly livable, as an inspira
tion for similar displays in the stores. Thus, 
the stage of a large, modern theater is set no 
more carefully than the model homes, the dem
onstration houses and the window displays of 
the department stores. The members of the 
store's decorating staff work as sincerely and 

wholeheartedly for the same effect as the stage 
manager and his corps of assistants. 

It is through the influence of the theater 
that merchandise in stores is shown actually 
in the use for which it is intended. In almost 
every department store, each new season is 
heralded far in advance with showings of new 
apparel on mannequins who parade to the ac
companiment of orchestral music. The gen
erously upholstered living room furniture that 
epitomizes luxury, comfort and good living is 
arranged in settings that cause the customer to 
exclaim in admiration. Attractive young wom
en demonstrate the use of toilet accessories, 
and housewifely older women sing the praises 
of the newest kitchen utensils. Santa Claus, 
the cheerful, rotund fellow of legend and the 
department store's Christmas has been modern
ized. Formerly Santa was a quiet, sedate old 
man, garbed in an ill-fitting red suit and a 
long, straggly white beard. Now the patron 
of Yuletide is as perfectly groomed as a motion 
picture star, and he presides over toy depart
ments in which there is more action and ex
citement than in a three-ring circus. 

Actors and actresses have long been consid
ered arbiters of fashion. The clothes they 
wear, the food they eat, the homes in which 
they live are publicized constantly in maga
zines of all classes, both in feature stories and 
in advertisements. The wardrobe assembled in 
Paris by a certain young musical comedy star ; 
the cosmetic to which is credited the loveliness 
of the clever ingenue in the season's foremost 
dramatic success ; the tonic which is said to 
have worked magic on the scalp of a well
known leading man ; there is practically no 
limit to the list of fads and fancies that orig
inate behind the footlights and scatter to the 
hinterlands. The department store perpetuates 
the theater-inspired whims of the people. Men 
and women eager to follow the example of 
reigning theatrical personalities demand the 
means of satisfying their inclinations, and the 
department store, since it is essentially a clear
ing house for all kinds of merchandise, owes 
its customers the opportunity of filling all their 
needs expediently and satisfactorily. 

Many designers, architects and technicians for 
stage and motion pictures have been drafted by 
department stores for assistance in remodeling 
and redecorating. The brilliance of spotlights 
now brightens the dark corners of retail stores ; 
the gay pageantry of the make-believe world 
of the theater moves with casual ease through
out the department store. The mechanics of 
retailing are more interesting as a result. The 
department store as a whole is more poised. 
There are differences which are advantages to 
the store. There is no proscenium arch, no 
curtain to descend and break the spell. The 
action is continuous ; and, best of all, customers 
in stores are so unconscious of acting the part 
of audience that they themselves frequently be
come actors and actresses on the scene. 

And just as the drama on the stage stim
ulates thought and action in the audience, the 
influence of the theater in the department stores 
causes very definite reactions in the stores' 
customers. The attractively arranged store 
with all its theater-inspired novelty is well 
patronized. Customers come back to such 
stores time and again, buy merchandise in large 
quantities, and cause store operators to smile 
when sales figures soar to establish new records. 

"When people smile to themselves in the 
street, when I see the face of an ugly man or 
uninteresting woman light up (faces, it would 
seem, not exactly made for happy smiling), I 
wonder from what visions within those smiles 
are reflected ; from what footlights, what gay 
and incredible scenes, they gleam of glory 
and triumph?" -Logan Pearsall Smith, More 
Trivia. 
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Techniques of Learning 

(Continued from page one) 

Effective learning is an active process. True, 
the activity may not be clearly observable to 
another person; it is not tempestuous mov.e
ment · rather it is a controlled, alert and restl
ient 'interpl~y of perceptions, analyses, a11:d 
judgments. He who assum~s that knowledge ts 
either a purchase or a gtft may not be en
lightened by argument to. the contrary, :l:'et he 
may be convinced follo~mg a p~rsona~ mven
tory of what he has gamed passtv~ly m com
parison with what. has b~en accomphshed under 
the impact of active attitudes. We le~rn what 
we grasp or comprehend; ~e m_ust project our
selves into the learning sttuat10n m order to 
encompass new concepts, principles, and facts. 
He who listens expecting to absorb, and he w~o 
reads with faint effort to reconstruct the th~sts, 
argument or description, often dimly percetves 
that he bas learned practically nothing. The 
intent to learn well is still something desirable. 
How may we induct ourselves into attitudes of 
active and effective learning? 

Of primary importance is. the attention we 
give to terminology. Techmcal terms are the 
modes of expressing descriptions and_ co_ncep!s 
within any field of knowledge. Thmkmg ts 
intimately related to our grasp of words, al
though it is not merely a m~tt~r of ve_rbal 
command. To think clearly wtt.hm a subject, 
therefore, we must attempt defimtely to ma~ter 
each principle and to know b~ what ver~al st15n 
that principle is expressed. St~ple as ~hts pomt 
appears, neglect of it has differentiated the 
failing student from the successful one. A use
ful device for self-drill employs a card syst~m. 
On one side of the card is written the techmcal 
term and on the reverse side its definition ~r 
meaning. After attempting to_ recall the defim
tions in response to the perce1ved terms, or the 
terms which best fit the definitions, the student 
shuffles the cards before repeating the pr?cess. 
This technique ser':es. to less~n a.n U';!destrable 
patterning of associations wh1ch mev1tably o~
curs when terms and principles are learned m 
paired lists. If demonstration of the value of 
knowing terminology is needed, then compare 
the reading of an assignment before and after 
grasping the meaning of key words. <;>ne. sus,
pects that success in "objective examma~IOI_lS' 
hinges greatly upon command of descnpttve 
phraseology ; and intelligent disc!-'~sion of ~ny 
topic is gauged partly by th~ facthty we enjoy 
in using concise and appropnate language. 

Although the beginning of every complex 
skill is marked by activities which later b~come 
refined the first crude steps seem essenttal to 
the acquisition of that skill. So it is with ~f
fective study. Well-trained students read rai;Jid
ly and analyti<;ally. They . select appropnate 
details and regtment them m ~upport of ~ey 
assertions; or the essential descnptive matenals 
are assembled and viewed as they are elabo
rated into a complete structure. Students not 
well-trained select inappropriate elements or 
else they make strange interpretations of the 
author's descriptions and arguments. Perhaps 
most of us could improve our study by actually 
analyzing an assignment and by projecting that 
analysis on paper. It is not enough to get 
the feel of the process. That feel is too elusive 
and until we can check the accuracy of its por
trayal, it cannot be trusted. Such a re-ordering 
of an assignment is an integral part of the most 
active kind of learning, that known as the 
method of self-recitation. A brief description 
of this method may challenge you to test your 
learning skill. 

After reading an assignment rapidly with a 
view to securing a general idea of its contribu
tion and more specifically to determine how we 
may hest proceed with its analysis, we select a 
convenient section of the assignment, most often 
at the beginning, and read it as carefully and 
as quickly as possible. The emphasis is now. 

however, upon analysis. Ee try to grasp the 
essential meanings, freed rom the words neces
sary to give them a pleas ng f?rm. Pre!erably, 
under the direction of a leadmg questiOn, we 
strive to rearrange the written materials in t~at 
manner which enables us to grasp them. readily. 
The answers to a series of such questions are 
the content of the assignment, qualified where 
judgment dictates by appropriate res~~vations. 
But the criticisms, evaluations, o~ add!t10ns ~re 
never woven into a new pattern m thts outlme. 
That would be to mistake our elaborations for 
those of the author, and upon oc~asions such 
a synthesis would hardly be destrable. Our 
topical questions may be illustrated as follo~s : 
How do dependent and independent predtca
tions differ? What are the physical properties 
of water in its various states? What are the 
minimum essentials of a living cell? Why are 
professors, doctors, and musicians called pro
ducers? These questions are topical headmgs 
in our outline and the answers are the support
ing details. Such _an . outline demands _active 
attitudes, careful thmkmg, and the ~rdermg of 
materials in logical sequences. It IS not the 
end of study, but its beginning. Too ~any stu
dents stop their learning at that pomt ~he~e 
mastery is just beginning to emerge. Dnl~ IS 

necessary to secure adequate retu;ns upon ti~e 
already invested. Study the quest10ns and thetr 
answers and then ply the questions, give the 
answers' and immediately check their accuracy. 
By recitation we gai_n ~acility ill: description and 
analysis, and we ehmmate raptdly the ~rro';le
ous answers which often mar exammatton 
papers. . . 

Like every skilled performance, ~he recttat10n 
method is at first awkward and time consum
ing. In terms of the quality and amount of 
learning, however, it yields be~ter ;eturns to 
the beginner than his fi~f':'l, mact!ve, wo?l
gathering process of repetitive readmg. ~1th 
practice, underlined passages become subs~tt!-'tes 
or signals for questions and ~the~ !-'nderlmm~s 
mark their answers. But the mqmrmg, analyti
cal, relational processes remain .. Short~circui_t
ing is possible because of the sk1ll ach1eve_d m 
the early, laborious phases of the techmqu~. 
The emphasis upon qu~stions a1_1d ~nswers. IS 
of direct value for meetmg exammatwns whtch 
mark each course, but the same emphasis con
tributes to forming critical attitudes and to 
laying the basis for intelligent discussion of 
problems. In checking answers the ~tude1_1t not 
only corrects his errors but he prov1des, m the 
measure of his accomplishment, an incentive to 
greater effort, and he learns how to apportion 
his time to the best advantage. And, m a so
ciety where quiescence h~s. been seized upo~ to 
satisfy our thwarted ambttiOns by da~dreammg, 
the recitation method keeps us workmg alertly 
upon the problem of immediate significa1_1ce. 
The method is the best answer to the questiOn, 
"How can I learn to concentrate?" 

One other technique merits brief considera
tion. It concerns the distribution of study til? e. 
Generally speaking, we adapt ourselves readtly, 
for purposes of study, to any hour of the day or 
night. But there are limits within which we 
secure the best returns for each minute of study 
time. How then shall we allot time for the 
study of several subjects? [s it better to dev?te 
an evening to each subje¢t or shall we giVe 
some effort to all subjects for several nights? 
Among students, the com on tendency is to 
delay study until impendi examinations cast 
the shadow of penalties. ramming is a poor 
substitute for study, even hough support of it 
as an adjunct to study rna be found. Experi
ments generally favor the istribution of study 
periods, so that each subject can receive at
tention over a period of days. It seems that in 
such distributed study peri~ds the different at
titudes and approaches which issue out of previ
ous learning in the field favor the grasping of 
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University Links Open To 
Extension Golf Players 

Extension students who are in good stand
ing from April 1 to the end of the se~~ster 
will, beginning this sprin~, haye the priVIlege 
of playing golf on the Umverstty course, from 
the opening of the season to Septembe_r 1~. 
This play will be at the student rate, w~1ch 1s 
about half that of the regular rate. The d1rector 
of intramural sports, Walter Ray Smith, statt;s 
that the administration is glad to make th1s 
privilege available to Extensi<;m st!-'~ents. 

Those who wish to use th1s pnv1lege must 
obtain identification cards. These cards may 
be secured at any time now, either by personal 
application at the Athletic Building on !he cam
pus, or by mail. In either case a ;ece1pted fee 
statement for the second semester ts necessary. 
If application is made by mail th~ receip~ mu~t 
be sent in; it will be returned w1th the Identi
fication card. 

Applications should be addressed to 203 
Athletic Building, Main Campus, Minneapolis. 

Theater Magazine Edited 
By Loppnow and Markson 

Merle Loppnow and Mark Markson, both 
students in A. Dale Riley's class in acting and 
in Warren Lee's class in play production, are 
editors of Center Aisle, a magazine devoted 
to theatrical activities in Minnesota. Both Mr. 
Loppnow and Mr. Ma~kson ?~v.e been students 
in the General ExtensiOn D1vts10n for a num
ber of years. Both have been ~ctive in . the 
Evening Student Players, of wh1ch _orgamza
tion each has served a term as pres1dent. 

new relationships and fix better the materials 
already encountered. This is in ma;ked con
trast to the fruits of unspaced learnmg or of 
cramming, a process condu<:ive to bewilderment 
as one becomes lost in deta1ls, and reflectiVe. of 
attitudes of learning for the sake of meetmg 
hurdles. 

In concluding, may I point ou! that t~ere 
are no ready-made paths to effective learnmg. 
There are preferred roads but which one be~t 
adjusts a personality to the demand of a techm
cal field of knowledge must be discovered by 
each individual. Some people have elabor~ted 
out of a broad experience a fortunate combma
tion of habits; some have impeded their aca
demic race with useless habits; and some have 
crippled themselves with techniques evidently 
undesirable. A few people respond best . to 
lofty and distant goals; others waver. and !pve 
up unless they can achieve more 1mmed1ate 
ends ; and more than a few fail a~d suffer 
anguish because they have hitched the1r wagons 
to unattainable stars. Each student must ex
amine his abilities his forms of skill, and his 
ambitions and then experiment with many 
technique~. Such experimentation is more prof
itable than the excuses now offered by capable 
adults for failures in our centers of higher 
learning. From such experimentati?n emer¥es 
that pleasurable art of study wh1ch pers1sts 
apart from the necessity of external demands. 

Industry need not wish, as Poo~ Ric_hard s~ys, 
and he that lives upon hope w1ll d1e fastmg. 
There are no gains without pains; then help, 
hands, for I have no lands; or if I have they 
are smartly taxed. 

-Benjamin Franklin, Autobiography 

Nothing valuable can be lost by taking time. 
If there be an object to hurry any of you in 
hot haste to a step which you would never take 
deliberately, that object will be frustrated by 
taking time, but no good object can be frus
trated by it. 

-Abraham Lincoln, First Inaugural Address 
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The New Psychology of Selling 

(Collfi11ued from page 011c) 

behavior for more than a million years. .-\s a 
result of many carefully conducted experiments, 
psychologists have learned that most of ou: ):le
havior is determined by these great dnvmg 
forces of desire. We pride ourselves upon be
ing reasoning beings. \Ve think ou1· behavior 
is the result of logic and reasoning; and we 
place great value upon our mi_nds .. w~ich we 
believe to be the seat of all th1s thmkmg and 
reasoning ; yet actually nearly al_l of our be
havior is the result of our emotwns and our 
desires. Kenneth Goode, one of the world's 
foremost advertising men, makes the statement 
that a Fifth Avenue department store owner 
could drop bricks out of his second story win
dow at the rate of one a minute all day long 
and never hit anyone at all influenced by ab
stract considerations. 

In other words. reasoning and thinking- play 
a very small part in our b~havior. \Ve du what 
we ~·a11t to do; what we lzkc to do; that wh1ch 
gives us pleasure and satisfaction. 'vVe satisfy 
our emotions and our des1res, not our log1c. 
our reasoning or our thinking. Ninety per cent 
of our reasoning is devoted to proving- that 
what we '''alzt to do is the logical thing to do. 
VI/ e have wants and desires first; then we find 
reasons whv we should satisfy them. 

This factor is very frequently overlooked by 
business men. If the customer is buying to 
satisfy a need or desire. what is he buying? 
~fany people would say, "\Vhy, commod1t1es. 
of course." I wonder if he is. 'vVhen a customer 
goes to a place of business, let us say, to buy 
lumber, is it lumber he is buying? Not at all. 
The lumber is merely a means to an encl. He 
is reallv buying the satisfaction of a desire: 
and the salesman is not selling him lumber. 
even though he may think he is. He is selling 
the satisfadioll of one or lllOrc desires. He is 
selling protection from th~ ~lem~nts: comfo:t. 
satisfaction of the home-bmldmg mstmct, satis
faction of the mastery motive in that the lum
ber makes it possible for the buyer to consider 
himself now equal or superior to his neighbors 
who own homes. The salesman is selling him 
happiness for his wife and children, a pleasant 
em·ironment in which to spend his leisure time. 
In fact he is selling him nearly everything 
under the sun except lumber. And if he only 
knew it his selling and sales volume reflect 
quite a~curately just how. muc~ he is_ ~ell~ng 
lumber, and how much he 1s sellmg satlstactwn 
of desires. 

The value of this situation for wide awake 
merchants lies in the fact that human beings 
are con-;tantly carrying around with them great 
numbers of desires already made. The mer
chant's problem is to discover these cle_sires :-u:d 
show the customer how his product will satlsly 
them. The American Radiator Company in one 
of its advertising campaigns sold hospitality, 
not radiators. A recent advertisement for the 
Lowrv Hotel sold "spring weather the year 
round:" rather than conditioned air. A lumber 
company at present is selling roma1~ce. adven
ture, hunting, fishing, and relaxatwn _rather 
than summer cottages. And so it goes w1th the 
more successful concerns. They have learned 
that people are not interested in commodities, 
in technical facts about construction and manu
facture. They have learned that people are 
interested in what the commodity will do for 
them in the way of satisfying their desires. 

There is very great danger that a merchant 
may get so tied up in thinking about his mer
chandise that he completely overlooks the more 
important factor of the customers' 11ceds and 
desires. The consumer is not interested in the 
tricks of his merchant's trade except in so far 
as they give him, the consumer, better service. 
The customer does not want to know all about 
roofing except as it answers his question, "what 

kind of roofing- will give me years of carefree 
service at the lowest price?" He isn't interested 
in clothing construction. He does want the 
salesman to know good tailoring, however. so 
that he can give him a well-fitting suit, and 
one that will not come apart. In other words, 
it is the satisfaction of a desire and not a com
modity that is being sold. 

From this point of view, it becomes extremely 
important to know customers-to know their 
likes and dislikes. If the seller knows the 
consumer's likes and dislikes, his prejudices. 
he can determine the best ways to show the 
consumer how the commodity will satisfy these 
desires. 

A business man may say that his business is 
too large to do this; that he can't possibly 
know his customers. Is it? Is his business 
larger than that of General Motors? If it is, 
there may be something to what he says. Gen
eral ~Iotors is asking the public what kind 
of automobiles it wants and is building their 
cars to satisfy the want. They aren't guessing 
whether people like ''no-draft ventilation." They 
are finding out. The new Psychology of Sell
ing is one of understanding what the consumer 
wishes, and of supplying merchandise that will 
satisfy those wishes. It contends that commod
ities should originate on the customer side of 
the counter and not on the seller side. 

A Recollection of 
Childhood 

By Winfield R. Clemens 

(Written in Composition 5) 

Joseph was four. I was four, too, but I was 
big-ger and stronger. Joseph's face was not as 
pink as mine: but he had big, blue eyes. and 
vellow hair, with a curl on top that would not 
stay clown when his mother combed it; and he 
was alwavs smiling, even when be was ill. 

\\T e pla-yed together every clay, all day, until 
our mothers called us into the house. Some
times Joseph went into his house and asked 
his mother for some bread with honey on it; 
but he always gave me half of it. Some days 
be was ill and could not come out. Then we 
played in the house. One day, when we were 
in the yard, I became angry at him and slapped 
him. My mother saw me do it, and made me 
go over to his house and tell him I was sorry. 
His mother just kneeled down and patted us 
both on the shoulder and said it would be all 
right. because she kllC7l' I would never do 
it again. 

Joseph's father was a minister, but I did not 
like him very well because he talked for hours 
and hours in church about things that I could 
not understand. Besides, it was more fun for 
Joseph and me to play outdoors. But at home 
Joseph's father was good to us; sometimes he 
gave us nickels. One clay he heard me use a 
bad word I had heard in the store, and he gave 
me a nickel never to use that word again. 

One afternoon when I came over, Joseph's 
mother said he was very ill. He was in bed, 
so I went in to see him. I could stay only a 
few minutes. The next day I came back, and 
the doctor was there. He was putting some 
shiny things back into his brown satchel, and 
he said something about something being a 
"matter of a few hours." He was very solemn. 
Joseph's mother was very quiet, and her eyes 
were red. His father was leaning against the 
fireplace, with his face in his arms. They said 
that I should not talk to Joseph, but that I 
could look at him. When I went into his room 
he did not say anything, but he smiled a little. 

When I came back again, two days later, 
Joseph's mother let me come in. Her eyes were 
still reel. Joseph was asleep, she said, but I 

could see him. This time he had all his clothes 
ou, and he lay very still. I asked his mother 
why he had his clothes on, and she said that 
next Wednesday he was going away. 

''\"v'hen is he coming back?" 
"Joseph isn't coming back." 
''\Vhy not?'' 
"Because Someone else wants him." 
''\Von't he come back--even to see you?'' 
She just squeezed my hand and turned away. 
The next Wednesday there were a great 

many horses and buggies in front of Joseph's 
house. When I asked my mother why they 
were there, she told me that this was the day 
Joseph was going away, and that people were 
there to say good-by to him. 

AJter Joseph went away, I went over to see 
his mother. She cried a little, but asked me 
to come back often. She always gave me a 
piece of bread with honey on it. She, too, be
came ill quite often. 

One day Joseph's father answered the door. 
His eyes were red, and his face was wet. He 
said Joseph's mother was asleep, the same as 
Joseph had been. She was going away, too. 

"\,~,'here is she going?" 
"She is going to be with Joseph.'' 
"Now, will he never have to go away from 

her again?" 
"Never!" 
I was glad. 

Notice 
Evening students of the University will hold 

an important meeting in the Auditorium of the 
.l\Iain Engineering Building, Friday, April 3, at 
8 :00 p.m. Members of the General Council, 
section officers, and all class representatives are 
expected to attend. Students who may have 
problems to present are urged to come. Ruth 
\Voodward, who is in charge of this meeting, 
is planning a short program of entertainment 
after the business meeting. Come and help us 
solve our many mutual problems. 

The .\lay Mixer, which provides a full eve
ning's entertainment for faculty, evening stu
dents, and their friends will be held in the 
~Iinnesota Union Saturday evening, .\fay 2. 
For the Mav Mixer, the entire Union will be 
used. There will be dancing in the ball room, 
and entertainment by the Evening Student 
Players and Chanters in the reception room. 
Please get your tickets from your class repre
sentatives. 'Ninnifred Schweppe is chairman 
of General Arrangements. 

JENNIE ScHEY. 

President of Evening Students Association 

Entered as second-class matter October 2, 1926, 
at the post office in Minneapolis, Minn., tmder 
the Act of August 24, 19H. 



I 

I 

.· ~--~·-' 
!i-...-t, ··~· 

The lnt~rpreter~c,/ 
I 

Published by the General Extension Divisioa, University of Minnesota 

VoL. X 

Utopia for Engineers 

By Charles H. Dow 
Residc1zt Manager of the General Extension 

Di·uision in St. Paul 

THE chain of inland seas, of vital concern 
to millions of inhabitants of a dozen states 

and provinces, and known simply as the Great 
Lakes, has afforded the engineer a realm in 
which to speculate and plan, as well as a field 
for solid accomplishment. The Great Lakes, 
in fact, offer Utopia to engineers. 

The lakes lie in a shallow basin on a low 
plateau called by geographers the Central Low
land. The extent of this basin is but little 
greater than the area of the lakes. The area 
is about one-sixth the area of the Mississippi 
watershed, which drains two-fifths of the 
United States. The flow of water over the 
spectacular cataract of Niagara, or through the 
Lachine Rapids above Montreal, is but a frac
tion of the volume of the Mississippi in its 
lower reaches. Although the electrical power 
already generated from this great body of 
water is considerable, and the potential elec
trical output enormous, the chief importance of 
the Great Lakes is still in navigation. Since 
the dawn of history in North America, man has 
sailed on Lake Superior, 602 feet above the 
ocean, where distances, winds, and waves rival 
those of the ocean itself. The early navigator 
could make a short portage around the Falls 
of Saint Mary to another vast body of water. 
Here he found Lake Michigan, Lake Huron, 
and Georgian Bay, stretching away to the 
south and east, all at a common hydrostatic 
level twenty-one feet lower than Lake Superior. 
The way through the Saint Clair River Lake 
Saint Clair, and the Detroit River led t~ Lake 
Erie, only eight feet lower. This small drop 
made the current swift, but it was little hin
drance to the navigator. The descent from 
Erie to Ontario, too great an obstacle for navi
gation, involved the negotiation of steep rapids 
to Niagara, with its plunge of 160 feet, then 
more rapids and the Whirlpool, to quiet waters 
at Lewiston. There was a total drop between 
Erie and Ontario of 326 feet. Ontario, the last 
of the chain of lakes, ended where the Saint 
Lawrence River began its swift descent of 247 
feet through a succession of pools and rapids 
to sea level at Montreal. Canoes could navigate 
downstream the whole length of the Saint 
Lawrence. At a later date, small steamers 
did the same thing, returning laboriously 
through canals that had been built around the 
rapids. Niagara obstacle has yielded to the 
new Welland Canal a few miles away. Its 
~normous flight of seven locks, without a rival 
111 the world, is an impressive sight. 

(Continued on page three) 
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The Short Story: 1936 
By H. E. Briggs 
Instructo1· in English 

MOST of us tend to read the short stories of 
one certain group of magazines. If we 

read the Saturday Evening Post, it is likely that 
we also read Liberty and Collier's without great 
pain. If we read Harper's, we are likely to 
read also the Atlantic, the American Mercury, 
and S crib ncr's, the "quality group." In this 
case, we may sometimes turn to the stories in 
the magazines of the Post group, but we never 
go lower. We are often unable to name even 
one of the cheap magazines, the "pulps." 

I suggest an experiment for the reader. It 
is that this month he read one magazine of each 
of the major types publishing fiction in America, 
including magazines that he has always shun
ned before, magazines at the very sight of which 
his hackles rise. The reasons for this experi
ment will become clear, I hope, as we continue. 

What I plan to do is to consider the pulps 
first, then the better magazines. The:·e are 
many reasons why the pulps deserve some at
tention, sociological reasons, psychological rea
sons, matters of taste and attitude. Millions of 
Americans read them. If we wish to "dis
cover America," to study various techniques in 
fiction, or even to become conscious of why we 
like what we like, we may well spend some time 
with the cheaper magazines. 

There are innumerable types, and many hy
brids. Love Stories, for example, is a magazine 
of sentimental fiction; West is a magazine deal
ing exclusively with cowboy themes; Ranch 
Romances is a hybrid, printing sentimentalized 
love fiction with a Western setting and Western 
characters. Other separate kinds of pulp fiction 
are the adventure stories (Adventure, Action 
Stories), the detective stories (Shadow, Detec
tive Ficti01z), the "real" detective stories, which 
are quite different from detective "fiction" 
(Master Detective), the stories of pseudo
scientific marvels (Amazing Stories, Science 
/-Vander Stories), the aviation stories (G 8 and 
His Battle Aces), and a great many more. 
Three types, hitherto unmentioned, are often 
printed on slick paper, though they usually have 
less merit than the out-and-out pulp stories; 
these three are the confessioj1 stories (True Con
fesszons), the "true stories'l (True Story), and 
the sex stories (Breezy, Spicy, Snappy). 

Each of these types ha, its own strict re
quirements, sometimes ridic lous, usually logical, 
but always strict. Love S aries and others of 
the kind, for example, prelfer and almost de
mand red-headed heroines.: In one issue of 
Lm1e Stories, every heroine but one was red
headed. Every story must end with a protracted 

kiss ; the heroine must be a business woman, a 
chorus girl-must, at least, be earning her own 
living ; her lover may be a college graduate, 
but she must not be. Several years ago, the 
heroines of Loz1e Stories were not allowed to 
smoke or drink. By a strange irony, the "bet
ter" magazines forced the pulps to allow their 
heroines these practices, for when the pulps 
found that they were losing readers to the 
slicks, they had to "lower" their own standards! 

The heroine must be the leading figure in 
Love Stories; in Western Stories, not only is 
the heroine eliminated, but all women are 
eliminated. This is true of nearly all the maga
zines of the action group. The requirements are 
even more detailed. One magazine, for in
stance, will not permit its authors to use the 
verb "cried" in the sense of "exclaimed," because 
its readers objected that it is unnatural for 
strapping, six-foot cow-punchers to "cry"! 

No precise figures are available on the circu
lation of many of the pulp magazines because 
they are printed and distributed as "units," each 
unit containing a number of different magazines. 
The Newstand Fiction Unit, which distributes 
Action Stories, Amazing Stories, and eight or 
ten other magazines, has a circulation of 
500,000; the Munsey Combination, 376,390; the 
Master Detective alone, 217,142; Love and Ro
mmzce alone, 321,173; the Popular Publishing 
Group, 1,193,764. These figures seem enormous 
when we compare them with 25,000 for the 
:\'ew Republic, 101,807 for Harper's, and 127,-
708 for the New Yorker; but they shrink ap
preciably when we compare them with 2,400,000 
for McCall's, 2,590,677 for the Ladies' Home 
J oumal, and 2,811,410 for the Saturday Evening 
Post. (All figures are from N. W. Ayer and 
Son's Dircctol')', 1936.) 

Figures are necessary, but not conclusive, if 
we wish to judge of the relative influence of 
any magazine upon American life. Taking them 
at their face value, however, we decide that the 
most influential magazines in America are the 
Post and the Ladies' Home Journal, a con
clusion which squares with commonsense when 
we remember that these are the magazines read 
by most business men, lawyers, doctors, and 
their wives, the solid citizens of the country. 
The pulps appeal to relatively few readers, 
though the number is enormous; and it may 
be supposed that their influence is even less 
than the figures might seem to indicate, since 
the inveterate readers of the pulps are pre
sumably not influential themselves. Mostly they 
must be adolescents and childish adults, espe
cially those who habitually daydream of fairer 
lands, free action, danger, and tangible success. 

(Continued on page two) 
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Official Notice 
Candidates for Certificates 

Students \vho are expecting to qualifv for 
any of the Extension Certificates at the ;ml of 
the present semester should communicate at 
once with the Students \\' ork Committee. The 
committee endeavors to locate all such eligible 
students, but does not hold itself responsible 
for any failure to discover them. 

Irving W. Jones, 
Chairman Students TVork Conunittcc 

WORDS FOR WOULD-BE 
TEACHERS 

(From the .. Yea• York Times, Reprinted ill \\.ord 
Study, .l!arch 1936) 

College graduates who ,,-ere seeking appoint
ment to teaching posts have informed their ex
aminers that machinatious \vere a form oi 
labor-saving machinery, that fatuous related to 
corpulency, and that JJWII!Jer rhymes with a11 yer. 
according to the annual report of the Board of 
Examiners of the Xew York Citv Board of 
Education. . 

Other contributions made to lexicolog) by 
holders of bachelor's, master's, and doctor's de
grees include: 

lyuomiuy pronounced to rhyme with ho11ti11\'. 
Assiduity to rhyme with liquidity. -
Lamcutablc accented on the second syllable. 
J[ auiacal accented on the first syllable. 
In the field of word definition, these pre-

viously unsuspected relations were turned up: 
.\'oisomc bas to do with clamor. 
Lil!oral with unpoetic language. 
Tc1nerit_\' with lack of courage. 
The report, submitted by Dr. George J _ 

Smith, chairman of the board, describes as 
"astonishing" the number of words of a vera o·e 
difficulty-words frequently used in books a~d 
newspapers intended for adult teachers-that 
are mispronounced by the teaching candidates. 

By way of comment, the report adds: 
".\pparently the explanation of a marked 

weakness in vocabulary is to be found in a 
habit of reading carelessly or inattentively. or 
pet·haps in the lack of habit of reading at all 
outside of the limited field of elementary suh
j C'Ct matter." 

Kno\\ ledge is proud that he bas learn'd so much; 
\\'isdom is humble that be kno\vs no more. 

-Cowper, The Task 

The Short 

(Conti11ucd jro111 f>ayc one) 

I have suggested that. as an experiment, the 
reader buy one magazine of each of the more 
important types. For the sake of brevity, I 
suggest the following magazines: Loz·e Stories, 
Shadozl', Scicucc IVOI/der Stories. rVcst, Trite 
Story, Ladies' H a me .T ournal, Saturda:,- F.z•cllill_g 
Post, and the Atla11tic or Harper's. Instead of 
the last two, the reader might buy Fiction 
Parade (combined with Golden Hook), \vhich 
prints stories, usually well chosen, from a num
ber of the best contemporary American, French, 
and English magazines. 

\Vhat may the reader expect to discover 
from his experiment? This obviously depends 
upon the reader, but certain facts will strike 
everyone. Of these the most significant is that 
the stories in the pulps and in the mass-circula
tion magazines are dead. They are· machine 
products. It is not simply that there is no 
characterization in the pulps and no "action" in 
quality stories; not simply that one is romantic 
the other impressionistic or realistic; not ~ 
matter of morals, or truth, or literacy. 

\\'bat it is we may discover by considering 
the opinion of Alfred Dashiell. ~h. Dashiell, 
in an interesting article contributed to Henry 
Seidel Canby's revised St11dy of the Short 
Story. speaks intelligently of the short story's 
mutations from 1912 to 1935. He records the ap
pearance of the agrarian, naturalistic story in 
the 1-!iddle \Vest, the psychological storv, the 
stream-of-consciousness story, the bitter at;d dis
illusioned post-war stories of such writers as 
John Dos Passos, the satirical stories of Ring 
Lardner, the sociological story such as Faulk
ner's, and the economic, class-conscious stories. 
He justly pays tribute to Sherwood Anderson 
as the greatest influence upon the contemporary 
American short story, and accurately notes that 
the appearance of Ernest Hemingway's "The 
Killers" in Scribucr's in 1927 was an event 
which did much to direct \\Titers toward new 
subjects, the hard boiled, and toward a new 
method, the condensed, clipped, objecth·e. He 
does not notic<' that this method is probably 
clue to the influence of the movies; but the fact 
is marked by a critic writing about Cain's 
Tlte Postman Ah,•ays Hin.<;s TH•icc, in the 
.V cz,• Statesman aud X at ion. February D. 

'What ::\Ir. Dashiell says points to one great 
difference between the li\·ing short story of the 
quality group and the machine-made product. 
This latter is the same year after year. Action 
Stories is today printing stories that are almost 
identical with the stories which Adz•cuturc was 
printing twenty years ago. They are dead. But 
the living short story changes with changing 
economic conditions, the changing state of 
knO\dedge, and the changing attitudes and be
liefs of men. 

In 1936 we may expect that the "living 
stories" will belong to the sociological, eco
nomic, local color, and brutality groups, often 
combined. \Ve already have, for example, Paul 
Horgan's ''The Hacienda" (Yale Re<·inu. 
Spring), which depends largely for its interest 
upon the setting in the Southwest, the study 
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of the Spanisb-Mexican-:\merican type, and 
satirical contrast. ] ames Cain is another writer 
who creates :.Iexican characters and ''discO\·ers" 
the Southwest and California, as in his very 
short novel, The Postman Ahc•a;•s Rings Tzcice, 
and his short story, ''Dead Man," (American 
Jf crcury, :.larch). These stories are about 
types of persons that formerly only sociologists 
studied; they are brutal; they concern types 
created by the depression, and so have economic 
significance; and they use local color. Dorothy 
Thomas, with her studies of "The Home Place" 
f Harper's), Erskine Caldwell (Scribucr's). and 
Faulkner (Amcricau Jlcrcury, and Harper's) 
may be expected to continue in 1936 their work 
in these types and combinations. Jo Pagano 
will p•·obably give us more of his linelv comic 
stories about Italian-American cbaracte~s (See 
"Signor Santa," Atlantic. December, 1935, and 
"\Vedding of the First Born," Yale R, .. ,·iezc, 
\Vinter). Kay Boyle may be expected to con
tinue her psychological stories, concerned with 
moods, hints, overtones, and written in a style 
that is too precious. Saroyan will continue I 
suppose, with his rbapsodical-autohiographic,al
expository "short story," involving elements of 
all four types. I do not think him either inter
tsting or important. These writers with 
Thomas \Volfe, and Hemingway, of cou;se, and 
Sherwood .\nderson, and Conrad Aiken, will 
11robahly do the best work of 1936. Caldwell 
is to me the most interesting. I shall not soon 
forget the horror of his story "Kneel to the 
Rising Sun" (Scribner's, Vol. 97). But Cald
well, like the others of the "brutalitv aroup" 
should remember that horror is not th~ b:st ai~1 
for art ; .-\ristotle spoke of pity and fear, not 
terror, certainly not horror. 

These writers are all in revolt against the 
taste which demanded prettiness, optimism, anJ 
"tenderness." It seems to me that this verv 
fact is the reason why the living story of 193G 
will not, in general, live much bevond 1936 
It is not so much that the revolt h;s gone to~ 
iar, as that it is a revolt against things which 
are not worth it. Our art is thus still harmed 
by prettiness, optimism, and ''tenderness," but 
in reverse. \Ve are a violent people; we swing 
from one extreme to another and go in passion
ately for fads. Our writers suffer from our 
faults. They have great ability, great power, 
hut an incomplete and unsatisfactory artistic 
ideal, and inadequate discipline, not only as 
writers but also as persons. If the reader will 
t·e-read Katherine Mansfield and Chekhov he 

will see what I mean. 

The simplest test that I know of for deciding 
whether a story is really first-rate is re-reading. 
Ii the reader will take the various American 
magazines which I have listed, and try to read 
them and re-read them, he will discover innu
merable interesting facts not only about Ameri
can taste and American fiction, but about him
self and his own taste. Speaking of re-reading, 
I should like to recommend the Bedside Boo!< 
of Fanwus Amcrica11 Stories, a recent collec

tion which is almost uniformly good. 

.. 
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Utopia For 

(CoHiillltCd jrol/1 f'O.<JC 011<') 

Tl1e vision of the engineer, his skill and 
courage, have made many important changes 
in this primiti\·e picture. One of the most 
obvious works was the building of the locks at 
Sault Sainte Marie. Ore from .\finnesota and 
the upper peninsula of Michigan, and grain 
from the Northwest can now move freely 
toward the centers of population, from Chicago 
as far east as Buffalo. Some vessels return 
laden with coal. but many boats hasten back 
empty for the better paying down trade. Six 
hundred foot lake carriers have been designed, 
and the greatest specialized water traffic in the 
world has developed. The Soo locks carry 
the greatest traffic of any artificial channel in 
the world. (Perhaps II Duce has put Suez 
a bit ahead temporarily.) Harbors have been 
deepened. In the Detroit River, an underwater 
ledge has been blasted away to deepen the 
channel. Engineer-designed ore docks and coal 
docks have come into existence. Gigantic load
ing and unloading machinery has been installed 
to save precious ship hours during the ice-free 
season. Here is a bustling scene of activity, 
beginning suddenly April 15 and closing ab
ruptly December 10. when marine insurance 
expires. Then navigation naps four months, 
and the engineer in his office plans new worlds 
to conquer. 

Engineers have been busy around Chicago. 
The height of the land which divides tbe lake 
waters from those that reach the :VIississippi 
is so low tbat its elevation above Lake Micbigan 
is almost imperceptible to tbe casual traveler. 
A Sanitary Commission with its celebrated 
engineer, Isham Randolpb, proposed to build a 
combined navigation and drainage canal to dis
pose of the city sewage which threatened the 
city's water supply, by diluting it with lake 
water and leading it toward the Illinois River 
away from the offshore cribs that mark the 
water supply intakes. The topography was 
favorable. },files of channelling through solid 
rock opened a notch in the ancient rim of the 
lake; the current in the Chicago River was 
reversed and Lake .\Iichigan began wasting it
self into the :VIississippi. 

The political protests which followed gave 
the engineer still more worlds to conquer. It 
was said that this was an unnatural diversion 
of God-given water rights. Lake ports pro
tested that their harbor levels were being low
erecl. :Vfinnesota's engineer, Francis Shenahon, 
was called in. He proposed building control
ling works above Niagara to equalize the flow, 
restore and maintain previous levels. Courts 
ruled otherwise, limiting lake \\·ater diversion 
to the small needs of canal navigation. En-

I flatter myself that I understand all sorts of 
curiosity. Curiosity about daily facts, about 
daily tbings, about daily men. It is the most 
respectable faculty of the human mind-in fact 
I cannot conceive the uses of an incurious mind. 
It would be like a chamber perpetually locked 
up.-Joseph Conrad, Cha11ce. 

Engineers 1 

I 

ginecrs will ha\·e a job hjilding a \\·oriel's larg
est sewage disposal plant I for Chicago. 

Railways and highways between the States 
and Canada demanded passage, giving rise to 
a variety of engineering structures. _\mong 
the early international ~trtctures were _the ste:l 
railway tunnel at Sarma ndcr the Samt Clatr 
Ri\·er, the Suspension Bridge at Niagara. and 
the Victoria Bridge at 1fontreal. Later came 
the Quebec Bridge. With its two costly par
tial failures and loss of life during construction, 
it was almost the despair of its engineers, 
among whom were the profession's greatest. 
But it stands today, the longest rigid span in 
the world, carrying its daily live pounding rail
way load as well as the relatively trifling high
way load. About this same time the Michigan 
Central Raihvay built its tunnel under the 
Detroit River, floating the steel tube forms out 
in sections, sinking them in place, and pouring 
concrete o\·er and under them through tubes let 
down from barges floating above-something 
new under the engineering sun. 

Recent structures connecting Canada and the 
United States include the Peace Bridge at 
Buffalo, the _\mbassador Bridge and Vehiculat
Tunnel at Detroit a mile and a half long (the 
passage of which takes only three minutes of 
your valuable time), and a modern bridge at 
Montreal. Look them over on your travels and 
marvel at the works of man's mind and of his 
daring industry. 

New Science Films 
16mm Silent 

The following 16mm silent films have been 
recently added to the Film Bureau library. 
They are all Eastman Teaching Films. 

Electricity, Heat and Light From 
Clearly explains St.'ries atHl, parallel circuits-Ohm's 

Law-manufacture anrl use o[ conductors, insulahlr .... 
and lamps-arc furnaces and heating equipment. 1 
reel-$24. 

Electricity, Magnetic Effects of 
Includes magnetism and magnetic induction with 

their applications to the electromagnet, the elect: ic hell, 
the ammeter, the \'Oltmeter, and the motor -the theory 
of permanent magnetism- an explanation of terre:::trial 
magnetism. 1 reel-- $.! -J.. 

Fire Making 
Demonstrations and derendt'11Ce of fire upon fuel 

all(l oxygen. shows pure oxyge~1 ..;upporting rapid com· 
hustion. indicates the kind"i11g puinb of \·arious ~uh
stances, giyes the hi . .;;;tury of matches, and de11icts the 
making of modern matche~. 1 reel -$24. 

Fire Prevention 
Shows the construction of an appru\ e-d tire-resisting 

lmllding---correct electrical in~ulat:on--po<>sildity of 
fire through faulty insulation- -the proper way to safP-
gnard inflammable material..;. ] reel---$24. 

Gas Engine, Four-Stroke Cycle 
Demonstrates the four-~troke cvcle in a sing!e

cylinder "T"-head type cf mot$r- -the firing of a can
non comnared with the gas-~ngine cvcle-the fuel 
~ystem of an engine-ignition :-.):·stems ·of single- and 
multi-cylinder engines--water ] and air cooling. 1 
reel-$2-L 

Illumination ~~ 
Records the principal metho1 s of lighting; principk 

anti use of photometer ant1 f ot·candle meter; cause 
<tncl correction of glare in hom and factn1 y: character 
of direct. indirect. and coml>in d sv:-.tcms of lighting. 
1 reel-$24. ' · 

!Continued on f'O.<J<' four) 

I Have a Cold 
By M. E. Scroggins 

(lf'rittcn in Compositic111 28) 

3 

The Russells have known Dr. Morriss for 
some six or seven years, during which time 
they have called upon him occasionally for ad
vice and treatment. The acquaintance has de
veloped into a slight friendship. They first 
called upon him at the time he prescribed for 
Harry's brother, ·walter. :Vfaud has just been 
telling· me all about it. and how-but. here, let 
her tell you in her own words. 

":VI y, but I am sorry. Bill." (She always calls 
me Bill.) "I am truly sorry that you are sick, 
and can't come out to dinner. .\re you taking 
good care of yourself, and have you called in a 
doctor?" (It \Vasn't that I was really sick; but 
I did have a cold, and you know how studios 
arc these days. And so, I \vas staying in for 
a little while.) 

"You remember the time Harry and I took 
his brother. \Valter, over to see Dr. Mueller, 
the specialist?" It is :\Iaud speaking. "And 
how he thumped him and ah'd him, and gargled 
and x-raycd him, and then told him he would 
have to go out west for a couple of years, and 
that he should go alone, because his family was 
wearing him out. .\nd then \H' went over to 
sec Dr. Petterson, and as soon as Dr. Petterson 
heard that we had been to :\lnellcr, he wouldn't 
even look at \\'alter. hut said he couldn't pre
scribe anything eli fferent irom what Dr. :VI ueller 
would .. '\ml \\"C werc- so \l·orried about \Valter's 
going out there all alone. 

".'\nd then Harry's _\unt :\lartha told us 
about a friend of her cousin's who thought Dr. 
Bittner was very good, and we went to see 
him. Dr. Bittner agreed \vith us that Dr. 
:\I neller was very strict with his patients. 
'Some doctors think he is too strict at times, 
hut it isn't really a had fault,' he said. He was 
willing to check up on \Valter, and was nice 
about it all. But after the examination, he 
said he thought that \Valter should go out 
west, all right, and that as long as we had 
already consulted Dr. :VIueller, the thing to do 
was to keep on following his advice. 

"Then we heard about Dr. :Vforriss, and what 
a nice old thing he was. It was at our four
some, and we had guests that day, and :VIartha 
Jerry's friend knew of some folks that had had 

(Co11fi1111Cd 011 f'a.<Jc four) 

May Mixer 

Students in the General Extension Division 
\viii hold their twelfth annual :Vfay .\fixer 
Saturday evening, :Vlay 2. in the :VIinnesota 
Union. The entire building has been reserved 
for the usc of Extension students. There will 
be dancing in the ballroom throughout the 
evening, and a continuous program on a 
specially constructed stage on the second floor. 
The Chanters, a mixed chorus of Extension 
students, \viii sing under the direction of 
Thurber :VI adison, with :VI iss Jean Pickard as 
accompanist. The Evening Student Players 
\\ill present a number of skits. Refreshments 
will be served in the large dining room. Miss 
\ \"innifred Schweppe is general chairman of 
the :Vby .\fixer committee. 
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I Have a Cold 
(Contillued from page three) 

Dr. Morriss. and they had got well. '.\ncl so, 
she said, 'why don't we go to see Dr. ~Iorriss: 
He has a funny little old office down on Zumbro 
Street, and he is one of those old-fashioned 
doctors who probably don't believe in sanitation 
and antiseptics. and all those things, but his 
patients certainly do get well. Sometimes these 
new doctors make too much fuss about diet and 
fresh air and infections, and that sort of thing. 
and don't pay enough attention to the patients. 
themselves. That is why I like these old
fashioned doctors. myself. v,r e didn't use to 
know about all those things, and just see how 
long some of the old folks lived. Why, my 
aunt over at Stillwater has a friend whose 
grandmother is over ninety years old, if she is 
a day, and all she does is smoke a smelly old 
corn-cob pipe. I don't believe she has ever had 
a doctor in all her life.' 

"That is how we happened to call in Dr. 
Morriss. And he was very sensible, too. He 
talked to Walter, and listened to his chest. and 
asked him a few questions. Then he told us 
that there wasn't anything really the matter 
with him, but that he was just a little bit tired 
and needed a rest. He said that lots of people 
get that way, nowadays, and that most of them 
get over it all right. We told him that Dr. 
Mueller had said that Walter should go out 
west. Dr. Morriss said that was a good idea. 
and that it would do everybody a lot of good to 
go down south or out west every winter. He 
said that if Walter could spend a few months 
down in New Mexico or Arizona, and get plenty 
of sunshine and fresh air, and eat lots of eggs. 
and drink plenty of milk, he bet he would come 
back in the spring brown and fat as anything. 
and forget all about his being tired. He didn't 
say anything about Harry and me not going, so 
we all went along, and we had a fine time, and 
lots of fun, and \Valter has felt so much better 
ever since. 

''So, why don't you call up Dr. Morriss: I'll 
bet that even if you do have a cold, if you told 
him that you wanted to come out to dinner. he 
would let you." 

New Science Films 
(CoHfi11ued from page three) 

Lenses 
Emphasizes those phases of lense refraction ad

mirably shown by animation: action of a converging 
lense, real and virtual images, changes of magnifica
tion; effect of a diverging lense and formation of the 
virtual image; construction and explanation of achro
matic lenses. 1 reel-$24. 

Optical Instruments 
Utilizes the principles of reflection and refraction 

and applies them to optical devices. The film units 
are: 1. Mirrors; 2. The Eye and Spectacle Lenses; 3. 
The Camera; 4. Stereoptican and Moving Picture 
Projectors; 5. Microscopes and Telescopes. 1 reel
$24. 

Refrigeration 
The ammonia compression system of refrigeration 

applied to artificial ice-making and mechanical refriger
ators-making "dry ice,.-harvesting natural ice
construction of refrigerator cabinets--circulation of air 
due to convection. 1 reel-$24. 

Steam Power 
Shows early steam engines, and the improvements 

which made the steamboat possible. Explains simple 
steam engines, steam boilers, and locomotives. 1 reel
$24. 
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Memories of Camelot 
By Lyle G. Westergren 
(\Vritten in Composition 6) 

You ask me which was the best liked book 
of my childhood? Without a moment's hesita
tion I answer, King Arthur and His Knights. 
From the day I first heard of it, to this, I have 
never found a book which so much excited my 
imagination. 

In our village school the story of King 
Arthur was our sixth grade reader. The 
fourth, fifth, and sixth grades occupied one 
mom. \Vhile one grade was reciting the other 
two were studying, or at least were supposed 
to be. I openly confess I rarely studied while 
the sixth grade read and recited on the ad
ventures of King Arthur and his knights. I 
shall never forget the old schoolroom. \Vith 
only one exception, all the windows were on 
the side on which the sixth grade pupils sat. 
As we were promoted annually from the dark
ness of innocent ignorance to the light of higher 
learning we also advanced geographically 
toward the light from more windows. But best 
of all, the time finally arrived when upon reach
ing the sixth grade I could open the red cover 
and read for myself the thrilling adventures of 
bold knights and fearless kings. 

About this time I was fashioning noble 
swords from wooden laths and a shining shield 
from the cover of an old wash boiler, and faring 
forth after study hours in search of adventure. 
Lances I found in abundance on a vacant lot 
near my home. These were a variety of tall 
weeds which grew some four or five feet high 
and whose stalks became dry and hard in the 
fall. \Vhen pulled from the ground, their 
pointed roots served admirably as spear points. 
Then, too, their shafts were brittle and shattered 
beautifully when I charged an errant gatepost or 
telephone pole. One day I was King Pellinore 
following the questing beast; another I was Sir 
Lancelot out to avenge the honor of Queen 
Guinevere, or Sir Galahad in search of the Holy 
Grail. Even to this day when I carry a rod 
of any kind I find myself unconsciously couching 
it under my arm in the manner of a lance at 
rest. 

Where will I ever again find such tales to 
stir the imagination or compare with those held 
between the covers of that sixth grade reader? 
I shall never forget them. I see again the 
youthful Arthur drawing the sword from the 
stone, thereby establishing his right to king
ship. Beside him stands Merlin, the gray
bearded magician, whose wise prophecies and 
advice guided the young king. I see again 
the arm rising from the surface of the lake 
holding the mighty sword Excalibur with its 
richly jeweled hilt and magnificant scabbard. 
Ever thrilling were the adventures of the fear
less knights going into battle on the side of 
honor and justice against black villainy. There 
were tales of mistaken identity, of brother pitted 
against brother, of base treachery, of splendid 
revenge, and heart-rending tragedy. Most 
tragic and dramatic of all was the death of the 
fair Elaine of Astolat, who died of grief be
cause of her unrequited love for Sir Lancelot. 
What a memorable picture, the barge, with its 
hlack. silken draperies trailing from its sides. 

drifting down the river to Camelot, bearing the 
body of Elaine in whose hand rested her last 
message to her lover. 

These were heroes of flesh and blood, moti
vated by high ideals, but not above human 
weaknesses. I never then saw the inconsistency 
in their hearing mass and then going forth 
to battle, nobly slaughtering a hundred or so 
of the enemy in the course of the day. The 
Knights of the Round Table were always on 
the side of right; they were the embodiment oi 
honor which must be maintained inviolate at ali 
costs. They were characters to be emulated. 

It was always with the greatest regret that 
I reached the end. I always forgave Sir 
Bedivere for betraying his king and twice hid
ing the sword Excalibur in the weeds on the 
lake shore instead of throwing it into the waters 
as commanded. The third time the sword was 
cast into the lake and the arm again appeared, 
catching it by the hilt and immerging beneath 
the surface. Then as the barge drew up to the 
shore and the three queens shrouded in black 
bore away the dying king, my heart was with 
Sir Bedivere as he cried, "Alas! my lord King 
Arthur, what shall become of me now ye ha\·e 
gone from me ? " 

To fix the thoughts by wntmg, and subject 
them to frequent examinations and reviews, is 
the best method of enabling the mind to detect 
its own sophisms, and keep it on guard against 
the fallacies which it practises on others : in 
conversation we naturally diffuse our thoughts, 
and in writing we contract them; method is the 
excellence of writing, and unconstraint the grace 
of conversation .. 

-Samuel Johnson, The Adventurer 

And as Poor Richard likewise observes, he 
that hath a trade hath an estate; and he that 
hath a calling, hath an office of profit and 
honor ; but then the trade must be worked at 
and the calling well followed, or neither the 
estate nor the office will enable us to pay our 
taxes.-Benjamin Franklin, Autobiography. 

Entered as second-class matter October t, 1926, 
at tile post office in Minneapolis, Minn., 1mder 
the Act of August 24, 1912. 
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Greatness Thrust Upon Them 
A Study in American Literature 

I T HAPPEKS NOW AND AGAIN in the 
history of literature that ~uthors who a:e 
born great may never achteve greatness m 

their lifetimes. It remams for future genera
tions to thrust greatness upon them. I am 
thinking particularly of two favorites of mine 
in our own literature, Emily Dickinson and 
Herman Melville. When I was in college they 
weren't even mentioned. Today I teach them 
as major figures, for such they are, and as such 
thev are regarded on both sides of the Atlantic. 
I have always liked that remark of H. M. 
Tomlinson, the English writer, to Christopher 
Morley, when Mr. Morley told him that some 
people were worried about American literature. 
"Mv God" Tomlinson replied, "you've had 
Whitman ~nd Melville and Thoreau and Emily 
Dickinson. Isn't that enough for a century or 
so?" I like, too, the remark of another Eng
lishman, who wrote, when Conrad Aiken called 
Miss Dickinson's poetry "perhaps the finest by 
a woman in the English language," "I quar·· 
rei only with his 'perhaps.'" 

In her lifetime Emily Dickinson, too shy to 
appear before the public, kept her poems only 
for herself and her most intimate friends. It 
was fortunate, I think. Her work would have 
puzzled the conventional age of Aldrich and 
Sill, an age of perfectionists in rhyme and 
meter. Though her poetry began to be pub
lished in the 1890's, it has remained for the 
twentieth century to place Emily Dickinson in 
the position which she occupies today. Even 
as late as 1915 so good a critic as Pattee could 
say of her poems that they were merely "ec
centric fragments . . . mere conceits, vague 
jottings of a brooding mind, crudely wrought, 
revealing little either of Emily Dickinson or of 
human life generally. They should have been 
allowed to perish as their author intended." 
That criticism seems strangely antiquated now. 

In the last twelve years we have come to 
know Emily better, not so much, perhaps, 
through the clashing theories of her biographers, 
who would pluck out the heart of her mystery, 
as through a study of the ever-increasing vol
umes of her letters and poems. (Since the 
supposedly complete centenary volume of 1930, 
another volume of hitherto unpublished poems 
has appeared, and the end has not yet been 
reached.) I am not much concerned with the 
"Emily legends" that have sprung up about her 
life. They are conflicting stories for the most 
part, largely attempts to get at the truth of her 
retirement from the world, a retirement which 
seems incomprehensible to many unless ex
plained by a legend of a frustrated love affair 

By Charles Washburn Nichols 
Department of English 

which no two biographers can agree upon, or 
a legend of a too-dominating father. With 
such legends, I say, I am not much concerned. 
I agree with Louis Untermeyer that Emi~y's 
poetry is sufficient without hunting for "mum
portant names and irrelevant street numbers." 
That there was a growing shyness in her is 
obvious as early as 1853, when she wrote to 
her brother Austin (who was studying law at 
Harvard) of the railroad that had just reached 
Amherst from Belchertown: "I sat in Prof. 
Tyler's woods and saw the train move off, and 
then ran home again for fear somebody would 
see me, and ask me how I did." She enjoyed 
solitude. "Child," she once said to her niece, 
''no one could ever punish a Dickinson by shut
ting her up alone." 

The soul selects her own society, 
Then shuts the door; 
On her divine majority 
Obtrude no more. 

In her Amherst garden Emily Dickinson com
muned with Nature and her own soul. The 
result is a collection of poems which, if they 
had been allowed to perish, would have been 
an irreparable loss to American literature. 
They are not always easy reading, for they 
are pared to almost telegraphic brevity (''Tele
"Tams of eternity" Joseph Auslander calls them 
in his poem to Emily), but they are stimulating. 
Gamaliel Bradford, in his Portraits of America11 
JVome11, says that "Emily speaks to us in 
strange chaotic verses,-not so much verses as 
clots of fire, shreds of heaven, snatches of 
eternity." 

They appeal particularly to the twentieth cen
tury. Their sharp and daring imagery, their 
individuality and independence, their frequent 
whimsicality and impishness, all strike a modern 
note. And the occasional shock of dissonance 
where the ear has expected a careful rhyme, 
a shock which was apparently premeditated, 
does not jar a generation jbrought up on free 
verse. and only serves to etl. phasize the thought 
or idea. Further reasons f r her present popu
larity need not be discusse . 

The lightning never asked 
An eye 
Wherefore she shut 
When he was by-

1 

Because he knows I 

She cannot speak, I 

And reasons not cont4ined 
Of talk · 
There be-preferred by daintier folk. 

merely dismiss her with her own benediction: 

In the name of the bee 
And of the butterfly 
And of the breeze, amen! 

The case of Herman Melville is somewhat 
different. His books were not unknown to hi5 
own generation, and some of them were suc
cessful. The narratives based upon his own 
adventure in the South Seas had a market. 
Typee, 0111ao, and White Jacket give us. t~e 
background of the years between Melville s 
sailing away from New Bedford on a wh~ler 

in January, 1841, and his return on a Umted 
States frigate in October, 1844, and they were 
widely read. Not so well received was Mardi, 
which begins as a straightforward sea-st~ry 

onlv to carry its hero over into an allegoncal 
satire of disillusionment. His tragic master
piece, Moby Dick, into the writing of _which .he 
had thrown all his energy, was receiVed w1th 
disappointing indifference. And with his ex
travagant Pierre he lost his public altogether. 
It is close enough to the truth to say that he 
was an unread author for forty years before his 
death in 1891, a death which passed almost 
unnoticed. At the turn of the century Bar
rett Wendell, in A Literary History of America 
which gave fifteen pages to Longfellow, eight
een to Holmes, and even ten to Hawthorne, 
summed up Melville in the following forty 
words : "Hermann [sic] Melville, with his books 
about the South Seas, which Robert Louis 
Stevenson is said to have declared the best ever 
written, and with his novels of maritime adven
ture, began a career of literary promise which 
never came to fruition." 

BUT in the twentieth centur~ Melville has 
come into his own. The rediscovery of the 
South Seas for literary purposes sent 

readers back to their real literary discoverer, 
and new editions of Typee, that idyllic picture 
of a Polynesian paradise, began to appear. 
Presently the other novels were reprinted, com
plete editions of Melville were brought out, and 
now the bookstands are filled with beautifully 
illustrated volumes, the most gorgeous being 
the Rockwell Kent edition of Moby Dick. Three 
full-length biographies appeared in one decade: 
Weaver's in 1921, Freeman's in 1926, and Mum
ford's in 1929 ; and the last few years have 
seen a flood of critical articles. Rejected by 
his own generation, Melville is read gladly by 
ours. 

The mood of post-war disillusion of the 1920's 
was not repelled by Melville's pessimism, by his 

(Co11ti11ued 011 page three) 
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What Education Is of 
Most Worth? 

By Will Durant 
(Reprinted H·ith pcrmissio11 of The Saturday 

Evening Post.) 

TODAY OCR EDUCATORS, who once 
bravely led the way toward the scientific 

and technical emphasis in America's schools, 
are disturbed by the completeness of their vic
tory, and stand in sorrow before their accom
plished dream. They do not quite regret their 
efforts, or retract their aims; they know a 
modern nation must choose between industry 
and vassalage, it must arm its citizens with sci
ence and technology to meet the competition 
of an industrializing world; these things are not 
matters of choice, for nations do not live in a 
vacuum of freedom or peace. But our conscious 
educators perceive that, after a generation of 
scholastic effort, they are failing to produce 
either educated men or gentlemen; that the 
lavish equipment of our schools has not availed 
to diminish political corruption. sexual irregu
larity or violent crime; that certain virtues 
once prominent in our forebears seem to have 
lost standing with a generation skilled beyond 
precedent in unmoral cleverness; and that the 
emphasis on science has brought no visible rise 
in the intelligence of the people, no fruitfulness 
of leisure or dignity of peace to the soul. These 
conditions are due rather to economic changes 
than to pedagogical carelessness; but the edu
cator begins to wonder whether the schools 
have not surrendered too completely to the 
charms of the intellect, and offered too femi
ninely yielding a resistance to the forces of 
disorder and decay. \Vhen Spencer asked what 
knowledge is of most worth, he betrayed his 
secret assumption that education is the trans
mission of knowledge. Is it? \Vhat education 
is of most worth? 

That education is of most worth which opens 
to the body and the soul, to the citizen and the 
state, the fullest possibilities of their harmoni
ous life. Three basic goods should determine 
education and define its goals: First, the con
trol of life, through health, character, intelli
gence and technology ; second, the enjoyment 
of life, through friendship, nature, literature and 
art; and, third, the understanding of life, 
through history and science, religion and phi
losophy. Two processes constitute education 
and unite in it; in the one, the race transmits 
to the growing individual its profuse and ac
cumulated heritage of knowledge, technics. 

Summer School For 
Custodians June 8 

T
HE FOCRTH ANNUA.L summer school 

for engineers and custodians of large 
buildings will be held at the University of 
:\I innesota from June 8 to June 13. The pur
pose of this course is to provide intensive prac
tical training for men who take a serious inter
est in the task of efficiently maintaining and 
heating large public buildings such as schools, 
office buildings, and apartments, which contain 
mechanical and electrical equipment capable of 
being operated successfully only by a trained 
staff. The :\finnesota school is one of the few 
in existence which train men for positions on 
such staffs. 

Proof of the value of such trained men for 
this work is offered by the experience of the 
City of :\finneapolis. It is estimated that the 
training of engineer custodians for public school 
buildings saved the city $34.000 in 1932. Over 
a ten-year period reports show that these spe
cially trained men have effected savings as fol
lows : fuel 17% to 47o/o, boiler repairs 17%, 
electric light 27.6%, water service 10%, jani
tor's supplies 36%, engineering supplies 32%, 
and general building maintenance 30%. Other 
values include the health factor and the de
creased deterioration of buildings and equip
ment. 

The summer school course attracts registrants 
from all parts of the northwest, and from other 
states as remote as California, Texas, and 
~fassachusetts. Under the direction of Leslie 
C. Helm, Principal, and K. P. Grabarkiewicz, 
Assistant Principal, members of the University 
staff will offer three training classes. One 
class will be for students who are attending 
the school for the first time; another will be 
an advanced class; and a third will be designd 
to assist students in obtaining the state steam 
engineer license. 

morals and art; in the other, the individual 
applies this inheritance to the development of 
his capacities and the adornment of his life. In 
proportion as he absorbs this legacy he is trans
formed from an animal into a man, from a 
savage into a citizen; perhaps, if his digestion 
is good, from a simpleton into a sage. Educa
tion is the perfecting of life-the enrichment 
of the individual by the heritage of the race. 
Let this vital process of transmission and ab
sorption be interrupted for half a century, and 
civilization would end; our grandchildren 
would be more primitive than savages. 

A gifted small girl has explained that pins 
are a great means of saving life, "by not 
swallowing them." 

-C. E. Montague, Dramatic Values 

That good Sence like Virtue is not always 
prosperous at first, while Folly like Vice 
triumphs-John Dennis, 1702. 

'Tis a mistake, Sir. the World was never 
more active or youthful, and true downright 
Sence was never more Universal than at this 
very Day.-George Farquhar, 1702. 

The Interpreter 

Correspondence Study 
To Offer New Courses 

IN AXSv\'ER TO NC).IEROUS calls from 
the teachers of ).finnesota, the Correspond

ence Study Department is preparing for imme
diate use a course in Introduction to Statistical 
:\fethods, Education 60. ).f r. Herbert Soren
son, whose new introduction to the study of 
statistics has recently been published, is writing 
the course. The course will carry three quarter 
credits in the College of Education. 

!\Irs. ).Ionica Doyle is preparing a course in 
sociology: The Field of Social Work, Sociology 
90. This course will also carry three quarter 
credits. In addition to these new offerings 
the Correspondence Study Department will pro
vide many rewritten courses which are equiva
lent to campus courses. A list follows: Begin
ning German, three sections ; American Eco
nomic History, three sections; News Report
ing, three courses; Short Story \Vriting, two 
sections ; Elements of Public Finance ; Elements 
of ~\Ioney and Banking; Elementary Advertis
ing; Social Protection of the Child; Elements 
of .\Iechanics; and a number of courses in Pre
paratory History. 

Revisions are continuously being made in 
order to keep courses abreast of the changes 
in the campus colleges and departments. Some 
of these revisions are as follows: The High 
School, Social Organization, Accounting. Labor 
Problems, Retail Store :Vfanagement, English 
History, and Steel Bridge Design. 

Persons interested should communicate with 
the Correspondence Study Department, 'Cniver
sity of ).finnesota, l\Iinneapolis. 

Director Price Subpoenaed 
Enroute to the annual meeting- of the N a

tiona] l'niversity Extension Association at 
Raton Rouge. Director Price of the Cniversity 
of Minnesota, was subpoenaed as an expert wit
ness in an action brought by the Federal Trade 
Commission against La Salle Extension Uni
versity in Chicago :\fay 4. With :VIr. Price, 
also a;; a witness, was ).fr. \V. S. Bittner, As
sociate Director of the Extension Division of 
Indiana Cniversity. 

The Interpreter Suggests I 
Recent Books 

And Gladly Teach. By Bliss Perry 
The Way of the Transgressor. By Negley 

Farson 
The Last Puritan. 
Sparkenbroke. By 

By George Santayana 
Charles Morgan 

Standard Books 

Jane Eyre. By Charlotte Bronte 
Cyrano de Bergerac. By Edmond Rostand 
Green Mansions. By \V. H. Hudson 
Point Counter Point. By Aldous Huxley 
Tom Jones. By Henry Fielding 
Tristram Shandy. By Lawrence Sterne 
When William Came. By "Saki" 
The Man Who Was Thursday. By G. K. 

Chesterton 
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Greatness Thrust Upon Them 

(Co11tinucd frolll payc one) 

revulsion from self-satisfied acceptance of the 
social order. As Pattee says: "We can appraise 
the man today. The prejudices of trim-timidity 
that damned him in the Nineteenth Century 
have died away. We can see now that for 
sheer literary power and sweep of imagination 
and for primitive originality no one in all the 
range of our American literature can measure 
up to him, save Whitman." His most recent 
biographer, Mumford, says that Melville "shares 
with Walt Whitman the distinction of being 
the greatest imaginative writer that America 
has produced." His English biographer, Free
man, calls him "the most powerful of all the 
great American writers." 

No literate American of our day can afford 
to be ignorant of Melville's Moby Dick. John 
Masefield, who ought to know, says that "in 
that wild, beautiful romance Melville seems to 
have spoken the very secret of the sea, to have 
drawn into his tale all the magic, all the sad
ness, all the wild joy of many waters. 
It strikes a note which no other sea writer has 
ever struck." 

Read merely for narrative and characteriza
tion, it is an astonishingly powerful book, for 
it is the story of a crazed sea captain who 
pursued around the world the invincible white 
whale that had maimed him. It is therefore 
a dramatic story of conflict. From the open
ing chapters, in which the narrator, Ishmael, 
meets the tattooed head-hunter, Queequeg, in the 
Spouter Inn at New Bedford, to the last thrill
ing moments of the chase, the action is charged 
with suspense. 

Read for its style, the book is compelling. 
So gigantic a theme requires, as M 4mford has 
pointed out, the instrumentation of a full or
chestra. Melville realized that. "One often 
hears of writers," he says, "that rise and swell 

Minnesota Men Go to 
N. U .E.A. Meeting 

DIRECTOR RICHARD R. PRICE and t.fr. 
Herbert Sorenson represented the Exten

sion Division oi the University of Minnesota 
at the twenty-first annual convention of the 
National University Extension Association, 
May 7-9, at the Louisiana State University, 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana. 

Mr. Sorenson read a paper on Special Prob
lems i11 the Teaching of Adults at the fourth 
general session of the convention, over which 
session Director Price presided. 

The N.U.E.A. will meet next year at \Vash
ington University in St. Louis, at the joint 
invitation of Washington University and the 
University of Missouri. Dean F. M. Debatin. 
of Washington University was elected presi
dent of the Association for the current year. 
Other newly elected officers are :\[r. Bruce E. 
Mahan, State University of Iowa, Vice-Presi
dent; Mr. \V. S. Bittner, Indiana University, 
Secretary-Treasurer (re-elected) ; and Director 

with their subject, thoug it may seem but an 
ordinary one. How, th n. with me, writing 
of this Leviathan? l:nc nsciously my chirog
raphy expands into placar~ capitals. Give me a 
condor's quill! Give me Vesuvius' crater for 
an inkstand!" There are passages in JJ oby 
Dicll of which I never weary, for they are the 
finest examples of poetic prose in all American 
literature. 

And finally, the thoughtful reader may find 
in the book a gigantic allegory. ~Ielville, in a 
letter to ~Irs. Hawthorne dated January 8, 
1852, delightfully intimated that while writing 
Jf obv Di(k he had had "some vague idea that 
the \~hole book was susceptible of an allegorical 
construction," though he confessed that she 
had pointed out subtle significances that he had 
not been aware of! It is a parable of eternal 
strife, though each reader and critic is left to 
interpret the symbol in his own way. ~fel

ville, in speaking of the crew which seemed 
"specially picked by some infernal fatality" to 
help Captain Ahab to his monomaniac revenge, 
says : "How it was that they so aboundingly 
responded to the old man's ire-by what evil 
magic their souls were possessed that at times 
his hate seemed almost theirs; the White Whale 
as much their insufferable foe as his; how all 
this came to be-what the White \Vhale was 
to them, or how to their unconscious under
standings. also, in some dim. unsuspected way, 
he might have seemed the gliding great demon 
of the seas of life,-all this to explain would be 
to dive deeper than Ishmael can go." So each 
generation may interpret the struggle to suit 
itself. The fact remains, however, that no ma
ture student of his own literature can afford to 
leave the book unread. 

Whether ~felville will remain on his present 
pinnacle only time can tell, but at least he has 
had a greatness thrust upon him which has no 
counterpart in American literature. 

George B. Zehmer, University of Virginia, 
member of the Executive Committee. The re
tiring president, Director A. A. Reed, Univer
sity of Nebraska, will also be a member of the 
Executive Committee. 

Thieves respect property. They merely 
wish the property to become their property 
that they may more perfectly respect it.
G. K. Chesterton, The Man lVho TVas 
Thursday. 

IVill is the other power of the rational soul, 
zc•lzich co<•cts or m•oids such thinys as hm•e been 
before judged aud apprchoudcd by the uudcr
stmlding. 

-Burton, The A11atomy of JJ clauclwly, 1621. 

Prayer must never be ~answered: if it is, 
it ceases to be prayer an becomes a corre
spondence.-Oscar Wil e, reported by 
Laurence Housman. 

Ah, but a man's reach should exceed his grasp, 
Or what's a heaven for ?--Browning. 
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New Books Published By 
University Professors 

STATISTICS FOR STUDENTS OF PSYCHOL-
OGY AND EDUCATION. 

By Herbert Sorenson, Assi5:tant. Professor . of 
Educational Psychology, U mverslty of Mm
nesota. McGraw-Hill Book Co. 

Rn•icwcd by T. A. H. Teeter 

T O WRITE A BOOK on statistics and make 
it interesting is a difficult task. Statistics 

is usually rated as the most arid of all topics. 
From the layman's viewpoint, Mr. Herbert Sor
enson has performed admirably the task of 
making the subject of educational statistics in
teresting in his recent book, entitled Statistics 
for Students of Psychology and Education. The 
book reads easily and yet contains all of the 
essential facts of statistics used by students in 
education. Much of it can be applied to engi
neering observations. 

Mr. Sorenson has approached the subject with 
the simplest fundamental ideas and has gradu
ally developed it through the theory of proba
bility, least squares, standard deviation, correla
tion and the reliability of the theoretical formu
lae. Any intelligent person should find it clear, 
instructive, and interesting. 

The author has emphasized not only skills in 
computation, but logical analysis and critical 
interpretation of results, a feature too often 
overlooked in textbooks on statistics. He is 
to be particularly congratulated for the chapters 
on unreliability where he points out the weak
nesses of limited data and the pitfalls attendant 
on their use. 

(Continued on payc four) 

Puppetry 
By Ardis Kaplan 

"HIS NECK'S TOO LONG. You had bet
ter sew a tuck in it." 

"Look at his legs. Don't they hang nice?" 
"V/hat a cunning little fellow! He walks so 

smoothly, even if his feet arc on backwards." 
Such remarks as these emanate every Thurs

day evening from Room 104 in ] ones Hall, 
where a group of enthusiastic students work 
intently over the making and manipulating of-
puppets. This is one of the unusual courses of
fered by the General Extension Division for 
the pleasure and profit of Twin City residents. 
It was added to the curriculum for the first 
time last fall. and has won the wholehearted 
praise of both instructor and students. 

The object of the course is to provide the 
teacher of young children with a potent means 
of visual education which will enable her to 
capture the imagination and attention of her 
pupils. For example, one member of the class 
uses her knowledge of puppetry for the presen
tation of Bible stories to her Sunday School 
pupils. These little dramatizations, she believes, 
bring to life for the children the characters and 
events which before were only vague and ab
stract. 

Another member of the class, busily pamtmg 
the head of her clown, explained that at the end 
of the week she was presenting a show at the 
grade school where she teaches, and that the 

(Colltiuucd 011 page four) 
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New Books 
(Continued from page three) 

His simple, direct style is backed by a sound, 
scholarly treatment of his subject. Illustrative 
examples and graphs aid materially in the clear
ness of the presentation. There are but two 
adverse criticisms. More emphasis might have 
been placed on the necessity for large numbers 
of observations for extreme accuracy and agree
ment with theoretical formulae. His discussion 
of the method of establishment of the median 
strikes us as unusual because of his assignment 
of numbers to the beginning or middle of the 
unit instead of to the representation of the 
end of a unit. 

OLD AGE SECURITY. 
By Emerson P. Schmidt, Assistant Professor 
of Economics, University of Minnesota. 
University of Minnesota Press. 

PROVISION of olrl age a"sistance l>y Con
gress will probably not be found uncon

stitutional, says Emerson P. Schmidt in his 
pamphlet on "Old Age Security," recently pub
lished by the University Press. Mr. Schmidt 
makes the point that since similar grants for 
specific purposes have not been disallowed by 
the courts, there is reason to believe that the 
old age grants to the states made possible by 
the Social Security Act will be upheld. 

The Townsend plan, according to ::\Ir. 
Schmidt, "would probably break down our tax 
system completely" if put into operation. "No 
country has ever taxed itself rich," he adds, 
pointing out that money spent by pensioners 
under the Townsend plan would have to be 
taken from the younger people, on whom would 
fall so heavy a burden of taxation that their 
own expenditures would be greatly reduced. 

The pamphlet outlines the various old-age 
pension plans, public and private, tried in this 
country up to the present, and includes a sum
mary of the Minnesota Old Age Assistance 
law, and the federal compulsory annuity system. 

Puppetry 
(Continued from page three) 

principal had invited other guests to be present 
at the novel performance. Her enthusiasm 
bubbled over as she told how her young pupils 
loved this way of learning and how fine a 
means of instruction it was-not to say how 
much fun for both children and teacher. 

One of the more experienced members of the 
class has used puppets for the past few years 
as a means of advertisement for a large dairy 
concern. She gives shows at different schools 
and finds that children listen more carefully to 
what she has to say about health and how to 
attain it when her advice is accompanied by 
these visual interpretations. Her first attempt 
at the making of these little creatures she 
manipulates was made in connection with her 
class work, and she feels that it has helped 
greatly in a further appreciation of the work 
she has been doing. 

The enthusiasm of Mrs. Meader, instructor 
of the class, for the subject she teaches is 
boundless. Puppetry, she firmly believes. is a 
splendid means of education which in the past 
has been sadly neglected. Improper handling 
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Spring Reverie 
By Marguerite Lockerby 

(Written in Composition 5) 

IT IS SAID that the tendency to reminisce 
is a sure sign of approaching old age. Now 

that is not altogether true. Rather, it is a sure 
sign of spring when we find ourselves the vic
tims of an attack of reminiscence. 

A wry slight thing may bring on one of 
these attacks. The other day I was down town, 
shopping for rubbers and an umbrella in prepa
ration for the spring rains, when I happened to 
pass by a Fanny Farmer candy shop. In the 
windows were displayed many boxes of luscious 
maple sugar candy, which is a favorite spring 
sweet. I stood there gazing, as window-shop
pers do, and thought of the maple syrup from 
which the candy is made. That, in turn, brought 
to my mind the remembrance of spring nights 
in the country, when the air was filled with the 
pungent scent of wood-smoke, and the sweet, 
heavy odor of sap boiling in long, metal troughs, 
over a smouldering fire. 

I used to go over to watch 1fr. Empey, 
who owned a square block of maple woods, 
while he gathered in the pails of clear liquid 
from the tapped trees, and poured it all into a 
big trough, to be boiled down into syrup. I 
followed close behind him during this process, 
and at each stop, my index finger became more 
sticky irom repeated plunges into the taps to 
catch every remaining drop of sap. Then, while 
the dusk grew into darkness, and the firelight 
cast eerie shadows which danced in and out 
among the tall trees, I sat on an old log by the 
trough, licking my well-sweetened finger or oc
casionally stirring the bubbling syrup with a 
stick. 

Mr. Empey seldom spoke to me, and as 
watched him keeping silent vigil over the 
trough, it pleased my fancy to think that he 
was a sort of magician, brewing some potent 
stuff which might cast a spell on me if I dared 
to taste it. If I was not too bothersome. Mr. 
Empey might come out of his silence long 
enough to tell me that I could have some syrup 
if I would bring a cup to put it in. This done. I 
walked carefully, fearfully, because of the pry
ing shadow-fingers, down the lane and in 
through our home gate. Sometimes it took me 
quite a while, because I had to stop often to 
sniff the delicate aroma which rose from the 
depths of the cup. 

But maple sugar candy is not the only thing 
which brings on these attacks of reminiscence. 
When I returned home from my shopping expe
dition, I saw the boys and girls who live in 
our block out playing baseball. Their shrill 
cries of "foul ball," "home run," "three strikes," 
and all the accompanying expressions, brought 

of this medium, however, negates the good that 
it is capable of producing. Therefore, she in
sists that the manipulation of puppets and put
ting on of shows should never be left in the 
hands of those inexperienced and uninstructed 
in this art. For this reason, then, the course 
is being offered : to provide those who can 
make use of it with a practical knowledge of 
puppetry. 

recollections of excttmg spring games played 
in a wide field behind a country schoolhouse, 
where I went when in the seventh grade. 

Being very much of a tomboy at that time, I 
loved active sports like baseball, and there was 
hardly a game in which I did not take part. I 
know that when the dismissal bell rang we all 
were out of school and on the field in a flash, 
everyone clamoring for the best place, and argu
ing over the score of the last game. 

The shouting usually continued throughout 
the game, cheers and ''boos" being added to 
the general fracas. I was the main target for 
the ''boos," because of my misfortune in being 
a "south-paw." My pitching was terrible at 
times, and I batted innumerable foul balls into 
the right field, but it was great fun. Some
times, having no baseball, we used a hard 
sponge ball, which went so far when it was 
hit that the batter could make a home run by 
walking, \\hile a fielder cha;,ed the baiL It 
was always with reluctance that we trotted back 
to classes when the school-bell clanged its sum
mons, but it was never long before we were 
signaling, from behind upraised geography 
books, for our favorite places, to be ready for 
the next game. 

Yes, baseball is indeed another topic for an 
attack of spring reminiscence, but are there 
not half-a-hundred things to make us remember 
happy springs? Brush-fires on the hillsides, 
peat smoke over the marshes, boys playing 
marbles, girls playing jacks-each one of these 
is sufficient to start me on a reverie of spring. 

Now and then one has to wrest the truth 
from a book; sometimes one must become a 
detective to read well. Be not always satisfied 
with the first gleaning of an author's meaning; 
great books especially must be read again and 
again if one is to uncover their deepest veins 
of thought. Reflect on what you read. recall 
from time to time the subject-matter of books 
that seem to you especially significant, discuss 
their import. be critical and draw conclusions. 
So will you bring the ideas and emotions of 
writers to bear upon your problems and your 
life; so will you develop understanding and cre
ative power.-Leon J. Richardson. 

Entered as second-class matter October 2, 1926, 
nf the post office in Minneapolis, Minn., under 
the Act of Auuust 24, 19H. 


