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Chemistry About As Useful To Engineer 
As Blood Is To The Heart, Professor Says 

Minneapolis, Minn. 

January 2, 1924 

E
NGINEERING is the practice of di
recting the forces of nature and con-
verting the materials of nature for 

the benefit of mankind. And again: Engineering is the ap
plication of science for the benefit of man. These are the 
definitions given recently by Dr. C. A. Mann, chief of the divi
sion of chemical engineering at the University of Minnesota, 
in a talk before engineering students by which he impressed 
on them the very great importance of chemistry to an engi
neer. Whether one be a mining, electrical, mechanical, civil, 
highway, ot: construction engineer, or belong in one of the 
other main engineering categories, chemistry, it is made ap
parent, is his handmaid to say the very least. Sometimes the 
entire result, apparently brought about by engineering skill, 
has in reality been achieved by the chemist. 
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An example of this sort of thing is the storage battery_. 
With suitable plates and chemicals introduced, electrical en- 4 
ergy comes into being inevitably and without regard to 
electrical engineering knowledge. 

Dr. Mann pointed out to engineering students how in the 
early days natural wood, stone, and metals were used by 
engineer.s for the purposes to which they were best adapted. 
Now, however, chemistry has taught the builder that bricks, 
concrete, and alloys-in other words, materials that are chem
ical compositions-are principally employed because of their 
superior qualities. The impo~tant thing is that the engineer 
understand the chemical properties of these new materials 
that he may use them most effectively through knowing what 
may be expected of them. 

Throughout the paper, example afte~ example of the en
gineer's debt to the chemist is set down in an abundance that 
finally makes the evidence overwhelming. 

IS CHEMIST'S TURN IN PAPER INDUSTRY 

Two industries are mentioned which seemingly have 
~eached the limit of purely mechanical development and now 
must depend on the chemist for further progress. These are 
paper making and the manufacture of gas. Mechanically, 
paper making has reached a development that seems mirac
ulous, where paper eight feet wide is made at the rate of 1500 

feet a minute without a b~eak, protected by automatic devices 
for repairing a break if one should occur Diminishing sup
plies of spruce and balsam for pulp threaten this amazing 
machine. With all its perfection, it will be useless in time 
unless the chemist evolves a new food to satisfy its highly 
trained but over finicky appetite. 

"In the gas industry," Dr. Mann says, "the mechanical 
appliances are almost perfect But with the rapidly increas
ing cost of coal and oil used in gas making, the engineer is 
beginning to realize that pe must learn more about the chem
istry of coal and oil before he can make cheaper and better 
gas. He no longer can turn to any mechanical improvements 
to accomplish this object." 



Miners are today recovering millions of dollars worth of 
valuable minerals and. metals each year that went to waste 
before the chemist's skill came to the assistance of merely 
mechanical expertness. Gold is extracted from waste slimes 
by potassium cyanide, to which it reacts, though some mines 
still waste $6o worth of gold to the ton of ore. Tailings 
and waste from copper, lead, and zinc mines are tr.eated chem
ically to recover wealth that runs into high figures. Not only 
this, but the first hand extraction of many ores has come to 
be a chemical operation, which not only saves a far greater 
pex:centage of the metal than the old processes did, but pre
sents it in a much purer form. 

One scientist has gone so far as to propose that copper be 
mined by forcing certain chemicals into the earth, leaving 
them there until the chemical and the metal have combined, 
and then pumping the mixture out again. 

Chemistry is overwhelmingly important to the civil engi
neex:, for whom it has developed and improved concrete. It 
has shown him what kind of iron to use for reinforcing to 
prevent deteriorating reactions between the cement and the 
metal. It has discovered the kinds of paints and surface coat
ings that will best prevent corrosion, cracking, and flaking. 

HIGHWAY BUILDER LOOKS TO CHEMIST 

The chemist tells the highway engineer how to mix his 
concrete, what to put into it when poured i~ cold weather to 
make it set normally, what paint to use on his signs if he 
wishes them to be luminous by night, and what may reason
ably be expected of asphalt and other bituminous road sur
facings. 

The railroad construction engineer learns from the chem
ist that x:ails made of certain alloys are tougher than others 
and should be used on curves to withstand the tremendous 
strains developed there. The sanitary engineer, charged with 
the introduction of such materials as chlorine, hypochlorite 
and alum into a water supply, learns to use just the right 
amount to accomplish the desired purification without hazard
ing the health or life of those who are to drink. 

Again the electrical engineer. 



- ~ -~-- - ~~-~- ~-~~~~-----~ 

"Let us consider the matter of dynamo and motor 
brushes," Dr. Mann said to the engineering students. "Cop- 4 
per itself would be a good conductor, but it creates too much 
f~iction and heat by rubbing on the commutator. Graphite is 
soft and slips over the commutator segments as if lubricated, 
but graphite has a rather low conductivity. If the two were 
combined there would result an excellent brush. But how 
can graphite be made to unite with the copper to produce the 
two desired px:operties? It seemed impossible, but it is being 
done. By wet grinding of the copper and graphite to an 
extremely fine powder and-after mixing and drying-then 
applying pressure to moulds of the mixture, a hard brush is 
obtained which by virtue of the g~aphite moves smoothly over 
the commutator, and because of the copper is a good con
ductor." 

When the incandescent lamp is ascribed to an electrical 
wizard it should be borne in mind that the moder:n tungsten 
lamp is principally a child of chemistry. The glass of the 
bulb is made from soda and lime; the tungsten filament is 
made of a material extracted from the ores by chemistry, 
and the final vacuum is obtained by a chemical mixture called 
a "getter." 

The dye industry is almost wholly a development of chem
istry, but it is interesting to note that not only the dyes them
selves but the equipment that is used in manufacturing them 
must be produced by chemical skill. 

Dye making requires equipment that will withstand an 
excessively corrossive mixture of nitric and sulphuric acids. 
For a time this demand was met by the use of special alloys 
at fancy prices. The chemist, however, finally came forward 
with the information that ordinary cast iron will do. 

So the chemist contends that the young man-or old one 
eithe~-who is devoting himself to engineering should realize 
the importance of chemistry and also should make sure he 
understands the why of the various chemical contributions to 
engineering possibility. All of which no doubt explains the 
fact that at Minnesota the School of Chemistry and the Col
lege of Engineering and Architecture are united under a single 
dean. 
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Students' Reading Gains 41 Percent In Year 
At Minnesota, Report of Librarian Shows 

Minneapolis, Minn. 

January g, 1924 

ARE university students doing less 
mere listening and more actual 
digging? It would seem so, to 

judge from records contained in the annual r:eport of F. K. 
Walter, librarian at the University of Minnesota, which shows 
that last year there was an increase of 41.6 per cent over the 
year before in the number. of books drawn by Minnesota stu
dents. Allowing for the increase of approximately ro per cent 
in numbers of students between the two years, the gain is still 
a huge and startling one. Furthermore, library officials vouch 
for: the fact that the gain is not one of the "statistical" variety, 
in which a changed method of recording makes the results ap
pear o have changed. The data are comparable. 

A complaint has often been heard from educators that 
students depend altogether too much on their instruct~rs. It 
has been charged that under the lecture method of teaching, 
the class members are content to sit, and listen, and absorb, 
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without putting forth any real effor::t of their own. And there 
are very few teachers indeed who would deny some verity to 
this claim. The university student is not so different from 
other mortals but that the tendency to "do what he has to", 
especially where the requirements ar::e considerable, is a char
acteristic of decently high visibility. 

TEACHING METHOD EXPLAINS PART 

So it is not surprising that members of the library staff, 
asked why University of Minnesota students should have 
shown such a sudden and marked qew inter::est in the first 
hand use of books, explain it as chiefly due to increased as
signments of supplementary reading. Concensus of opinion 
says that means more vigorous teaching, and the figures them
serves speak the fact that the students are increasing their 
own efforts. 

The figures on use of library books, prepared by Miss 
Helen Smith, head of the circulation department, for inclusion 
in Mr. Walter's annual report to President L. D. Coffman, 
show that students drew 466,6go books last year, as against 
329,482 books the year before. Of the total 383,503 were 
drawn for use in the library reading room, where books on 
reserve for use as assigned readings in connection with studies 
must be used. This was an increase of more than II2,ooo 
books over the 271,Igo volumes drawn the year before for 
reading room use. Books taken out for use overnight only, 
increased from n.622 to 18,g76. Books drawn for home read
ing on a two weeks basis gained from 46,260 the year before 
to 63,668 during the past year::. 

Mr. Walter believes the increased first hand use of library 
books by students is partly explained as a recovery from war 
time disorganization. During the years when the colleges and 
universities were turned chiefly to war uses, when drill and 
special courses took up much time, instruction was given in 
such haste that there was little chance for scholarly delving 
on the part of students. Even after the war was over, the uni
versities were still filled with students whose study habits had 
been marred by the excitement and stress of that period. Stu
dents who entered in the fall of xgx8 were graduated in the 



spring of 1922, and last year's figures we~e the first in which 
they were not represented.. The theory and the facts support 
one another. 

Another point seen in the great increase of books taken 
home on the two weeks privilege is a greate~ use of the library 
by advanced and graduate students. In the more thorough 
researches made by students of this class it is necessary to read 
a great many books more painstakingly than is possible during 
two or three hours spent in the library reading room, and it is 
in graduate student use that Mr. Walter finds the chief ex
planation of the 37 per cent growth of home r.eading. 

Even with these striking statistics given, the whole story 
of increasing library use has not been told. Circulation of li
brary books during the Summer Session grew in a year from 
43,640 volumes to 66,614 volumes, a gain of more than so per 
cent. There was, of course, a reasonably good gain in the 
number of students attending summer school, but nothing to 
compare with the growth of library book usage. 

The five college and departmental libraries. in animal biol
ogy, botany, chemistry, engineering and mines report a circu
lation for last year of 3S,64I volumes in addition to those 
already mentioned as drawn from the general library. This 
was a gain of s,o63 volumes, or about one sixth greater use 
than in the year preceeding. 

roo,ooo ENGINEERS ATTEND LIBRARY 

The College of Engineering, with an average enrollment 
slightly unde~ r,ooo students, reported an attendance of more 
than roo,ooo at its library during the year, an average of more 
than roo visits to the library for each student in the college. 
Greatly increased use of books in the seminar room at the' 
College of Education has been noted, and there has been 
gr:owth in the use of the separate libraries of the Law School 
and the College of Agriculture, both of which report circu
lation in statements of their own. 

An interesting departure in library policy at the University 
of Minnesota is at hand in the opening of special rooms rented 
above a stox:e adjacent to the campus for the use of the rso 



mid-year freshmen who have been registered in the univer-
sity's new "Orientation Course." This course, designed to 4 
teach students their functions and relaionships in the world, 
also to give them a fleeting view of some of the important ~ 
things one may study, will be taught with the help of a fairly 1 
extensiv~ series of assigned readings. The present library 
reading room is too small for those who use it now, so the 
special rooms have been rented for the freshmen, pending com
pletion of the much-needed new library. 

These rooms are expected to reveal a scene of the' most 
ant-like activity once the freshmen are safely launched in 
orientation, and many stout ton-miles of application will be 
piled up to the library's cr:edit there. 

It is significant to have the increased interest in the in
vestigation of books by students show itself at a time which 
marks the end of one epoch in the hisory of the library and the 
beginning of a new. Developments bear out the judgment of 
President Coffman in insisting that the ne~ library building 
be erected at once. It had been apparent that present library 
facilities would soon be wholly inadequate but it was impos-
sible to foresee an increase of 41.6 per cent in its use during a 
single year. Fortunately the new library is not merely some
thing determined upon, but is now a physical fact. It has 
progressed to the point where the basement is already in use. 
Some months must elapse before the extensive bookstacks and 
other necessary library equipment can be completed, and after 
that will come the gigantic task of moving the entire collection 
of books, periodicals, manuscripts, theses, and records from 
the old library to the new. Plans are, though, that the new 
building shall be ready for full use by the time the fall quarter 
begins next Septmber. 

With its more convenient location, superior attractiveness 
and greatly increased capacity for catering to the intellectual 
hunger of the university population, the new library should 
play its part immediately in bringing about a fur.ther increase 
in library use by the students. 
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Dean's Address Enumerates "Five Points" 
Of Support to Religious Life of Students 

Minneapolis, Minn. 

Jan. 16, 1924 

I
N the United States of America, separa
tion of church and state is so thorough 
that tax-suppor.ted educational institu

tions avoid with scrupulous care the teaching of religious mat
ters for fear of transgressing the spirit of that separation. Yet 
there is much for the advancement of sound religion among 
the students, and much in the way of training those who have 
selected r.eligious leadership for their life work, that a state 
university may do. 

During the Christmas holiday, Dr. F. J. Kelly, dean of ad
ministration at the University of Minnesota, spoke in Chicago 
at a meeting of religious workers in universities, for the most 
part persons assigned and supported by denominational bodies 
to keep in touch with undergraduates of those denominations 
and to foster and encourage their religious life. Dean Kelly 
told these men that there are at least five services which this 
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group can perform for the students, for the university, and J 
for society at large. They are these: ~ 

I. Harmonize the students' religious conceptions with their 
college studies in the natural and social sciences. 

2. Co-operate to make the living conditions of the students 
as favorable as possible for the development of religious im
pulses. 

3. Lay the foundations for religious leadership through a 
school of religion affiliated with the univer:sity. 

4. Build a program for: the training of students as pro
spective lay religious leaders. 

s. Apply the spirit of research to the field of religion. 

RELIGIOUS IMPULSE NEEDS GUIDANCE 

"The religious impulse is an absolutely universal one," he 
told them, "but it needs guidance and dir.ection, based upon 
definite training, in order that it shall fit the vast variety of 
needs of individuals and groups in a society like our own. The 
fact that it is a natural impulse, and therefore does not need 
to be created in the individual, does not in any way remove the 
necessity of training that impulse into effective expression~ 
In the educational system of any nation, account must b~ 
taken somewhere of the religious impulse and the need fo~ 
its training. 

A perfectly free and universal discussion of the contro
versial points at issue between science and some interpreta
tions of religious teachings Dean Kelly believes to be the thing 
of first importance towards harmonizing those two-science 
and religion-in the mind of the student. 

"The demand is more insistent today than it has ever been 
before that scientists make their case in language understand
able to the common man, and that preache~s make their case 
in language understandable to the common man," he said. 
And for this reason, Dean Kelly declared, those who are bring
ing the so-called "evolution" controversy into the broad arena 
of newspaper discussion today are render.ing the greatest pos
sible service toward a satisfactory, and probably an early, 
settlement; 



To create in student dwellings an atmosphere congenial to 
the maintenance and development of a sincerely religious atti
tude toward life is another task in which it is believed the re
ligious workers can be helpful. Dean Kelly believes that every 
state university, Minnesota included, of course, should foster 
the idea that certain dwellings where students room should be 
conducted as home centers dominated by groups with strong 
religious affiliations in on~ or another denomination On this 
point he said: 

"Just as some denominations build halls of residence in 
which living conditons are kept on a sound plane religiously, 
so many land-lords and land-ladies would be glad to have their 
houses designated for certain types of students, those whose 
religious training had given them a common background. Be
cause of the background it would be easier to have the occu
pants of the house conform to certain practices tending to 
foster religious and moral values. 

"Students who elect to room in such a house thereby put 
themselves publicly on record as desir,ing to preserve the re
ligious influence in their lives, the same as do students who 
choose to live in halls maintained by church denominations. 
This public recognition by students is practically equivalent 
to a public renewal of their declaration of faith aand their de
sire to associate with those who adhere to the r.eligious in
fluences in life." 

"U" MUST TRAIN FOR ALL FIELDS 
Besides reminding his hearers that a university may prop

erly provide for many studies and resarches that bear on re
ligion but are yet free from all suggestions of dogma, urging 
that the interests of students be engaged in matters religious 
toward the end that they shall become enthusiastic lay leaders, 
and hinting that society and fraternity rituals properly inter
preted are a rich source of religious inspiration, Dean Kelly 
recommended the establishment by outside agencies of schools 
of religion to work in the closest co-operation with tax sup
ported universities. While the state could not support these, 
the university might accept work done in them for college 
credit, just as it does now from a g~eat number of colleges and 
junior colleges both in Minnesota and elsewhere. 



"No cause can prosper with inadequate leadership," he 
said. "In America the state says in effect that education is a 4 
state function. The state is the gainer by education, not the 
individual. In keeping with that philosoph}', it must be ex
pected that the state will more and more improve its educa-
tional system from prima1.y schools to the university, until 
its state supported institutions of learning will appeal wholly 
to the best of our citizenship. To them will go the men who 
plan to be doctors of medicine, lawyers, bankers, newspaper 
men, teachers, and leaders in all lines of thought and endeavor. 
Out in the village or the open country, living beside the boy 
who is destined to be the leading doctox:, is the boy with the 
qualities to become the religious leader. The two boys should 
seek education together. The state is as much concerned that 
the religious leadership shall be conserved as that the medical 
leadership shall be. 

"Already the way has been pointed in a number of state 
universities. There is needed a school of religion affiliated 
with every univex:sity. Standards for its courses and super
vision of its instruction should be in the same agencies as are 
these functions for other parts of the university. Its work 
should be recognized for credit toward graduation in the col
lege when it meets the requir.ements set for it by the regular 
university agencies. Its support must come from other sources 
than the state, but it should be a very real part of the univer
sity organization. 

"What a wealth of interest and value in a comparative 
study of religions, their. history, their philosophy, their pres
ent status. A careful tracing of the Jewish people and their 
neighbors, their political and social institutions as a back
ground for understanding their religious conceptions, takes 
in a field of history and archeology but little studied by stu
dents except those with religion as a majox: interest .. Many 
such studies could be named .. My object in naming even these 
two is to point out that many of the studies which could be 1 
incorporated in this school of religion are studies which would ~ 
properly fall within the scope of college departments and 
ought to be offered by the teaching staff. 



MINN£SOTA CHATS 
Published Weekly by The Unhrersity of Minnesota, at 105 Publications Building, 

Main Campus, Minneapolis. Entered as Second Class Matter at the Minneapolis, 
Minn., Postoflice. Acceptance for Mailing at special rate of postage provided for in 
Section II03, Act of October 3, 1917, authorized May 26, 1923. 

Vol. 2 
No. 26 

Wonder What the President of a State 
University Ever Has Time to Think About? 

Minneapolis, Minn. 

Jan. 23, 1924 

D
O YOU ever wonder (with proper 
apologies) "what a university presi-
dent thinks about"? Do you sup

pose, for example, that he sits in his office wo~rying because 
he has heard how Johnny Jones, who hoped for "A" marks 
in all his courses, got a "B" in economics? Perhaps he spends 
his time writing fiery letters to laboratory assistants in chem
istry because too many test-tubes are being br.oken during ex
periments. 

Hardly anyone, of course, has these ideas. But in all 
likelihood a very great many have never had occasion to 
figure out for themselves the things with which a university 
president must busy himself. 

Let there be entered a disclaimer that this is an interview 
with President Coffman of the University of Minnesota. It 
will come to his attention if a copy is laid on his desk, just as he 
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might note the amount of breakage in the chemical labora-
tories if an item describing it happened to meet his eye as ~ 
he read the department's annual report. 

The point to be made is that in a university with xo,ooo 
students whom one may pass any day on the campus, and 
twice that many if all who receive instruction ar.e counted, 
there must be systematic organization. And where there is 
systematic organization, the details become absorbed from 
point to point along the line. It is with the conclusions, the 
data boiled down, the points in controversy between groups, 
and the important px:oblems of educational and administrative 
policy that the president must deal. He is also the institu
tion's chief representative before the public. These things 
he must do or be; yet he must endeavor at all times to main
tain a contact in sympathy and understanding with the large 
student body from which so many factors seem trying to 
sunder him. -

MUST AIM AT GOOD OF WHOLE STATE 

As the head of a state depar.tment which by all criteria 
ranks very high in importance among all the functions of 
a state, the president of the university must direct his institu
tion with a view to rendering to that state the richest possible 
service. To do this he must not only be familiar with the 
condition, the needs, and the desires of the state today, and 
of the institution: he must forsee the needs and condition of 
the state ten year.s hence--fifty years hence. Rather than 
knowing how Student Johnson did in his last test in civil 
engineering, he must prevision the demand for civil engineers 
in the Minnesota of tomorrow. This he must compare with 
and check against the need for dentists, superintendents of 
schools, supervisors of music, public health workers, leader.s 
in sdentific agriculture, and doctors of philosophy in mathe
matics. 

To do such a thing wholly and perfectly is beyond the 
range of human power. But it is along such lines that the 
mind of a university president must work. That is of the 
essence of his job. As near.ly as such things can be done, it 
is he who has been assigned to do them. 



Shall the University of Minnesota, from the moderate 
building funds available, erect a building for this, or a build
ing for that? A new hospital, say, of a new home for the. 
school of business?. The board of regents very much desires 
the president's advice on this. Yes, ce~tainly; they have ideas 
of their own. These are well grounded, often pronounced 
ideas. But the president of the university, with his collabo
rating representatives, is a specialist in this field. 

The president of a university serves almost continually 
as a moderator and executive in the inevitable conflict of in
terests between colleges and departments. At the University 
of Minnesota, for instance, there are the distinct colleges of 
engineering and architecture, science, literature, and the arts, 
chemistry, medicine, mines, education, law, agriculture, den
tistry, pharmacy, and business. There are the extension di
visions, the various schools of agriculture. the school of nurs
ing, and such independent departments as the library and the 
zoological museum. 

It is a matter of course that men and women at the head 
in the major units should see the needs of their own colleges 
and schools as preponderant. It is desirable that they should 
be sufficiently alert and aggressive to do so. Yet there is a 
true proportion of necessity, value, and demand among these 
units with relation to the university as a whole. To retain 
the true perspective in considering these needs and to main
tain between these departments the balance that will make 
the whole institution most valuable to the state, is a duty 
that ranks high among the many that weigh on a university 
president's shoulders. 

The fact that a man who becomes a university president 
probably has done long service in the realm of education and 
has become widely known among educators, adds another to 
the long list of duties devolving on him. His services are in 
demand by national societies dealing with matters educational. 
He is sought as a member of committees by the great founda
tions which need expert advice in allotting the scholarships 
and grants they bestow on scholars and institutions. Learned 
bodies seek his views on problems that are concerning . the 
world of knowledge and instruction. At gatherings of edu-



cators he reports for their guidance the exper.iences at his 
institution in meeting educational problems that are confront- t 
ing all. This is a drain on his time and energies that cannot 
be foregone. 

By no means least among the duties of a university presi
dent is that of maintaining the contact between the institu
tion and the public that c~eated it for service. When that 
public's representative men gather in legislative sessions to 
enact laws and pass appropriations, the president of the uni
versity becomes their principal source of information on the 
institution for whose support and impr.ovement they vote state 
funds. When representative private groups-business, agri
cultural, professional-desire specific knowledge about their 
state university, it is to the president that they tur.n first. 

A university president must be alert to maintain the bal
ance in higher education, not only between existing branches 
of the university, but between various pressures that are con
stantly making themselves felt from outside. To receive a 
thousand suggestions with an open mind, to recognize the 
good in those that contain it, and to explain logically and ef
fectively why the impracticable proposals do not accord with 
wi:;e administrative policy are ever-p~esent items in the budget 
of presidential tasks. 

Your university president also dreams. Besides coping with 
the existing problems of the institution, he builds in his own 
mind the first foundation of services even greater, achieve
ments even nobler than those of today, which eventually will 
develop from that thought germ into actuality. In his dream 
he sees the time when every citizen will realize fully the value 
of education to mankind, to the state, to oneself. He sees 
men and women of wealth establishing by gifts to the uni
versity great cultural and practical undertakings in research, 
publication,. technology, dramatics, art. 

As he thinks of these things, his secretary shows him his 
appointments for the day. His time is entirely taken up with 
pressing engagements and correspondence. And-what's this? 
Why, the card shows that he'll have hardly a moment in which 
to do the normal tasks we have just set down. 
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College of Agriculture Unit Is Model 
For Student Cooperation in Government 

Minneapolis, Minn. 

Dec. 30, 1924 

S
TUDENT self-government in colleges 
and universities is a phrase often used 
carelessly. Loose references to it 

seem to imply that the student goes his own carefree way, 
the faculty and administration seizing the opportunity to drop 
this burden of guidance and supervision, preferring to devote 
themselves to study and instruction only. This assumption 
is wrong. 

When student "self-government" at the University of 
Minnesota is mentioned, the fact intended to be conveyed is 
that there is hearty student co-operation in governance, not 
that there has been any abdication by those to whom direc
tion of the institution has been delegated. 

In a university, with its relatively mature average stu
dent, many problems of regulation, discipline, or rearrange
ment can be accomplished more readily and with less friction 
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if the students are allowed to work out a solution for them-
selves. Put on their mettle to deal with these problems, the ~ 
students respond with an idealism and a seriousness of pur-
pose that speak well for the average standards of the student 
body. There may be politics in the contests to gain places 
on the t:epresentative boards, but once the positions have been 
filled the celebrated steadying effect of responsibility becomes 
apparent at once. 

"AG" COUNCIL FINDS BROAD FIELD 

At Minnesota, one of the most successful ventures in stu
dent governmental co-operation has been that of the Students' 
Council for the College of Agriculture, Forestry, and Home 
Economics. How this council works, also what it accom
plishes, are shown in a recent t:eport made by its chairman 
to Dr. E. M. Freeman, dean of the college. 

During the college year 1922-23 the Student Council dealt 
with 30 violations of the honor system and its decisions were 
upheld by the faculty in every case. It also drew up and had 
printed a complete restatement of the honor system as it ap
plies to the College of Agricultur.e, Forestry, and Home Eco
nomics, where it is in force by virtue of a referendum. The 
council also outlined a new system of general intra-mural ath
letics, designed to give every student a chance to take part 
in body-building recreations. Through subcommittees it laid 
the foundations fot: improved social center facilities, both for 
men and for women students. Then it strengthened and in 
every way gave co-operation to thee Ag. Campus Federation, 
a central body on which all societies and organized groups of 
students in the college are represented for the sake of focus
ing and unifying their various activities. 

One of the primary objects of this federation is to help 
every student to get the most out of his college years. With 
this in view, it proposes that the students shall visit and be
come familiar with as many as they may of the business, 
manufacturing, cultural or social institutions which are so 
numerous in the vicinity of the University of Minnesota. 

Said the report: "The great Minneapolis flour mills, the 
chambet: of commerce, the large bakeries, the Institute of Fine 
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Arts, the Stillwater penitentiary, the South St. Paul packing 
plants, the large number of manufacturing plants of various 
kinds are well worth visiting. One organization could hardly 
conduct such trips, but six or eight can get together a number 
warranting special tours under qualified guides which many 
establishments are glad to furnish." 

These trips the federation pr.oposes to foster. It also will 
bring to the University Farm men and women of note, visit
ing in the twin cities, if they will consent to speak before the 
student body. 

Because it has real teeth in it and is a factor in the life 
of every student in the college, the honor system ranks high 
in importance among things overseen by the Students' Council. 

"The honor system," says their pamphlet recently published, 
"requires that every piece of work supposed to represent in
dividual effort be strictly your own individual work. Further
more, it requires that no student shall endeavor to give or to 
receive any aid in doing such work. Giver. and receiver are 
both violators." 

Elsewhere the pamphlet says: "The students of this col
lege, through their fourteen elected representatives on the 
Students' Council, enforce the honor system. All cases of 
violation or suspected violation of the rules of the honor sys
tem are investigated and tr.ied by the council, which has the 
power to call witnesses and take testimony. All such inves
tigations are held strictly confidential." 

FACULTY USUALLY APPROVES FINDINGS 

Decisions by the council are in the nature of recommenda
tions to the students' work committee of the faculty, which 
has the power of final decision and infliction of penalties. 

Of the thirty persons called before the Students' Council 
last year for alleged violation of the honor system, seventeen 
pleaded guilty to violations, two to attempted violations, and 
eleven were found not guilty, or their cases were dismissed 
from lack of evidence. Penalties recommended were in one 
case suspension; in two, completion of an extra quarter year 
of work to consist of not less than fifteen credits. In one case 
completion of eighteen additional credits toward graduation 



was required. Other penalties ranged from twelve to six 41 
credits additional. Warnings were deemed sufficient punish- 4 
ment in two cases. These were for attempted violations. The 
students' wo~k committee of the faculty accepted all the 
recommendations of the Students' Council. 

"Although the penalties may in some cases seem severe, 
violations constitute a serious offense and cannot be treated 
lightly," said the report. "The council tries at all times to 
be fair and just, to refrain from taking a vindictive attitude, 
to consider each case on its individual merits, and to adjust 
the penalty to the seriousness of the violation." 

While such things ar.e the main duties of the council, its 
report shows that it took part in many other activities helpful 
to college spirit and to the welfare of the student body. It 
supervised the annual field day contest; helped stage the stu
dent-faculty reception; supervised dances and student assem
blies ; directed the Christmas party for poor childr.en and 
conducted the yearly "Ag" boat trip. Through its subcom
mittees it arranged that money paid to the University by stu
dents of agriculture as fees for the use of the men's and 
women's buildings on the main campus should be set aside 
as a distinct fund to be the nucleus fo~ financing eventual 
buildings of that kind on the College of Agriculture campus. 
A score or so of minor improvements and cor,rections such 
as the placing of convenient bulletin boards, heating the 
streetcar waiting room, and the const~uction of a trophy case 
came about as a result of council work. 

It must not be thought that this thorough-going interest 
in the welfare of their own college leads students in Agricul
ture, Forestry, and Home Economics to draw aside and lose 
interest in the life and undertakings of the University as a 
whoie. The president of the Students' Council at University 
Farm is usually one of the most aggressive and influential 
members of the AU-University Students' Council, which in 
its larger field carries on duties that correspond to those of 
the college council. 
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Illness, Menace to Students' Work-Time, 
All But 0. 6% Conquered at Minnesota 

Minneapolis, Minn. 
Feb. 13, 1924 

T wo facts of the widest interest were 
revealed by the activities during the 
fall quarter this year of the Student 

Health Service at the University of Minnesota, a campus-wide 
organization devoted first to preventing, and second to healing 
illness among the st1,1dents. Health Ser:vice records show that 
of the full 594,000 student-days of college work possible dur
ing the quarter, reached by multiplying the number of class 
days in the quarter by 9,ooo, the approximate number of stu
dents, only 3,929 student-days were lost by illness. In other 
words, illness has been cut down at the University of Minne
sota until it causes students a loss of but o.6 per cent of their 
total college time. 

The second fact of wide interest is the discovery that ap
proximately so per cent of the students at Minnesota are 
susceptible to diphtheria as that susceptibility is revealed by 
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the generally accepted Schick test. During the fall quarter 
g,ooo students submitted voluntarily to this test, with the 
result that about half of them were found in a condition to 
catch diphtheria if openly exposed. 

This must not be considered alarming in view of the fact 
but one case of diphtheria developed on the university campus 
during the eleven weeks of the fall term. 

"In spite of the use of cur.ative antitoxin for the past IS 
years, diphtheria still causes more deaths than any other con
tagious disease in the temperate zone,'' was the comment in 
the report, made by Dr. W. P. Shephard, assistant director, 
to Dr. Harold S. Diehl, director of the Students' Health 
Service. 

In view of this, the Minnesota record is exceptional, with 
its sole actual case. 

Rather than devoting itself principally to caring for stu
dents who have become ill, the Health Service at Minnesota 
conside~s its first duty to be one of prevention. It rightly 
believes that by warding off illness and segregating those by 
whom disease might be spread it not only prevents suffering 
and loss of time and money by those who might be afflicted, 
but forestalls the scattering of disease that would follow the 
first cases. 

CONTAGIOUS CASES REACH LOW EBB 

Its news that among g,ooo students in II weeks there were 
discovered but nine cases of chicken pox, one of diphtheria, 
five of scarlet fever. and one of measles is a message of the 
first importance to every family with a son or daughter at 
Minnesota; also to all parents who contemplate sending their 
young people to the university. The knowledge that there 
is on the campus an agency which promptly detects and 
isolates these cases is tantamount to an assurance that a per
son's safety from contagious disease on the campus is far 
greater than it.would be in any other closely knit community 
of equal population. 

Of its own work, the Health Service says: "The service 
exists for the sole purpose of protecting and preserving the 



health of university students. It is entirely a ser:vice enter
prise, but has an important educational function in that it 
demonstrates the value of modem preventive and therapeutic 
medicine to the individual student. While handicapped by 
lack of space, facilities, and funds, the service is making a 
conscientious effort to obtain maximum results for: a minimum 
cost. In selecting the professional staff, competence of the 
physician and nurse has been the first consideration, and only 
such men and women have been appointed as we should wish 
to have care for our own families in illness.'' 

In view of the reduction of time lost through illness to the 
remarkably low figure of o.6 per cent, it is not too much to 
say that scores of students who might otherwise be prevented 
from obtaining an education are enabled to complete their 
college work because of the Health Service's activities. The 
reference is to Minnesota's self-supporting students, who num
ber well into the thousands. 

SAFETY FOR THE SELF-SUPPORTING 

The man or woman with steady employment, who is de
pendent on the income from that employment to meet the 
costs of attending the university, cannot afford to lose many 
days, nor indeed many hours, on account of illness. Many of 
these students operate on a narrow margin, either of time 
or money. Illness means a double increase in their perplexi
ties, reducing at once both their slender incomes and the 
little store of hoarded hours they must set aside in which 
to keep abreast of classwork. If, on the whole, these main
tain the university-wide average of only o.6 per cent of time 
lost through illness, their problem is tremendously reduced. 
That loss is not one to disarrange the schedule of any stead
fast person. 

Besides caring for students who actually become sick, the 
Students' Health Service gives physical examinations to every 
entet:ing student and keeps a careful record of their condi
tion. The entering student who is sound and hale does not 
come in contact with the service again unless he becomes ill. 
Those in whom defects or ailments are found are followed up, 
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counselled, and treated. Members of the service staff attend 
to minor ailments. Students seriously or chronically affiicted 4 
are advised to consult thei~ family physicians. In scores of ~ 
cases corrective gymnastics are deemed the need of the stu-
dent, and these are assigned to classes offered by the depart-
ment of physical education, where each case receives the per-
sonal attention of a skilled instructor. The Health Service 
maintains a la~ge dental department, and its regular staff is 
made up of specialists who attend to such things as skin 
troubles, ailments of the digestive tract, nervous diseases, 
heart troubles, and the like. 

It must not be thought, however, that discovery, treatment, 
and prevention of actual disease among University of Minne
sota students are the only notable services perfor.med by this 
outstanding department. Its efforts have an enduring reac
tion for good upon the entire state, and on all communities 
where graduates and former students may be found. Its les
sons of str.ict attention to bodily well-being, of the importance 
of examinations and the prompt discovery and treatment of 
minor as well as grave ailments sink into the minds of thou
sands of young persons, to remain there throughout life. 
These ideas a~e alive. They not only influence the acts of 
the students and former students, but spread inevitably in the 
communities where those who hold them live. As the years 
pass they are bound to spread and multiply many-fold. 

The University of Minnesota likes to think that in future 
years much of this improved public conception of health prob
lems will be traced back to the main office of the Students' 
Health Se~vice and the free use of those facilities by students 
eager to avoid illness. For, as the service says in its ~eport: 
"The idea in many people's minds that appearance in a physi
cian's office means illness, is out of date. Today, the busier 
the physician, the less illness there should be, since the 
physician's function is to prevent illness fully as much as 
to cure it." 
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Symbol of Greater Minnesota Will Rise 
When All Join In University Upbuilding 

Minneapolis, Minn. 

Feb. 20, 1924 

W
HEN a thing goes undone in this 
world, it is usually because 
those who might have done it 

were unaware either of the need or of the opportunity. Peo
ple in general are eager to be of service, to be of help, to make 
some contribution in wealth or services to the sum total of 
human good. Ther.e are, of course, only a few individuals 
with the resources, whether spiritual or material, to make 
themselves felt in a great many fields. On the other hand, 
there is hardly a venture, no matter how obscure, promising 
real betterment to mankind, that can not enroll a great num
ber of supporters. When the undertaking or institution in 
question is of the broadest significance, and like a university, 
benefits everyone whom it influences, it should be able to 
count as friends and supporters practically everyone who 
knows of its work. 
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The t:ecent increase in the number of gifts from private 
individuals to tax-supported universities strengthens the be
lief that when needs become known there usually can be found 
those heartily willing to supply them. Folks are coming to 
realize that the tax support given to a state university neither 
makes private concern for the unive~sity's welfare unneces
sary, nor in any way diminishes the dignity or effectiveness 
of an individual contribution to the institution's betterment. 
President Coffman of the University of Minnesota, in his an
nual report, lays emphasis on the needs of the institution and 
on his faith that these will be met, once the public strikes up 
a tho)\ough acquaintance with them. 

GIFTS TO UNIVERSITY INCREASE 

Pointing out that gifts made during the year are evidence 
of a growing interest in the university, he shows them to 
have been of three kinds: those intended to aid deserving 
students; those given for the specific purpose of improving 
the instructional facilities; and those intended to aid in im
proving the gener.al life of the university. He asks attention 
to the growing recognition that a university is a place where 
students live and play as well as study, wherefor wholesome 
living conditions and adequate play facilities must be pro
vided. 

"A university must be a laboratory of the mind; it should 
also be a laboratory of the spi)\it," said President Coffman. 
"Classrooms and laboratories and libraries we must have. 
Without them we should have no university. But stadiums, 
gymnasiums, auditoriums, unions, musicals, lectures, dramat
ice, and attractive dormito~ies we also must have. We want 
the University of Minnesota to be as good a place to study 
as can be found anywhere, and also as good a place as can 
be found to live in while one is studying. 

"If state funds are augmented by priv~te gifts we can 
make the University of Minnesota unexcelled among the uni
versities of the world. And why should the people of the 
state not set their hearts and hands and fortunes to the task? 
There is no nobler use to be made of time and energy and 



money than that of training the youth of today to be the 
citizens and leaders of tomorrow. Are not Minnesota's sons 
and daughters worthy of such a privilege and of such an 

opportunity? 
"Why riot build here a university which from the stand

point of equipment, of staff, and of envir.onment will be an 
object of emulation for universities everywhere throughout 
the world? It can be done if the men and women of fortune 
will supplement the appropriations of the state to this end. 

"Why should they not do so? Have their accumulations 
not resulted largely from the r.ichness of Minnesota? Why 
should not more do as the Mayos have done? They said that 
their fortune came from the people and they proposed that 
it should return to the people in a form that will relieve suf
fering and make life happier and easier. Why should not 
more do as William Henry Eustis has done? His fortune has 
been acquired in Minnesota. Now he has arranged for it to 
be used perpetually for the well-being of Minnesota. 

"The same questions might be asked and answered in the 
same way about the Gilfillan, the Ludden, the Doerr, the 
Bake~, the Citizens Aid Society, the Edward M. and Effie R. 
Johnson Foundation, the Elliot, the Todd, and the Gale gifts. 
And there is the wonderful gift of Shevlin Hall for women 
students by Mr. Thomas Shevlin, the classroom building 
known as Pillsbury Hall by Governor Pillsbury, the fence 
about the athletic field by Alfred Pillsbury, as well as numer
ous small gifts which have helped in the upbuilding of the 
university. 

"We a~e proud of the fact that many of Minnesota's citi
zens find it possible to contribute to the support of institutions 
outside the state. We wish there were more of them who 
could and would do this. We are also proud of the fact that 
many of Minnesota's citizens find it possible to contribute to 
the private colleges situated within the state. We wish there 
were more of them who could and would do this. We are 
pa~ticularly desirous that the University of Minnesota shall 
not be neglected or forgotten because she is a state institu
tion, but on the contrary that she shall be the recipient of 
more gifts in the future than she has received in the past. 



Citizens who are not alumni should have almost as deep an 
interest in her as the alumni. She is their university, for. she 
belongs to everyone in the state." 

WHAT ARE THE INSTITUTION'S NEEDS? 

What the things for which the university principally needs 
gift endowments? The president touched on many of them. 
It needs a drill hall, an enlarged armory to pr:ovide additional 
space for physical education, a building for student nurses, a 
psychopathic hospital, students' hospital and infirmary, an 
institute of technological research, residence halls for men and 
women students, gifts for. research in many fields, more land, 
an art center, a natural history museum and institute, a fac
ulty club building, lectureship endowments, more student loan 
funds. These are but a few of those that might be named. 

"There are three ways," he continued, "in which gifts may 
be made-either as direct gifts for specific pur.poses, or as 
endowments, or as bequests. All three should be used. The 
best kind of a gift to make is a gift to the university to be 
administered by the board of regents with no limitations upon 
the use of the funds. On the other hand, the fund should 
bear the name of the donor. Gifts that are made without di
rect limitations can be used wher:e the need is greatest, only 
the income from such gifts being made available from time 
to time." 

At a number of institutions donors have made gifts with 
the understanding that the income from their gifts shall be 
available during their lifetime, and the president also calls 
attention to this. It is a plan which commends itself to many. 
Whenever: gifts are provided for in bequests, it would be a 
good thing if the university administration were informed, 
so that the gifts could be taken into consideration in the de
velopment of any long time program for the institution. 

It is President Coffman's belief that if those who wish to 
aid some kind of public enterprise and render a public ser:vice 
with the funds they have, will co-operate with the university 
in bringing its program to a fulfillment, Minnesota can become 
one of the dominant universities of the entire world. 
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Summer Motorist, On Pleasure Bound, 
Doesn't Suspect Debt To University 

Minneapolis, Minn. 

March 5, 1924 

P
ICTURE to yourself a happy family 
crowded into a small car, perhaps a 
"flivver," and bowling along through 

summertime sunshine over one of Minnesota's new concrete 
roads. Fathe~, hatless, is driving. His hat is among the 
things which mother, seated in the tonneau, is holding. Re
maining space contains two or three children, baskets, fish
poles-anyone can complete the picture. They are off for 
recreation and an outing. Maybe it is a picnic; maybe a camp
ing trip o~ tour. At any rate, there is air in every tire, and 
everyone is still as happy as a short bass that has just been 
thrown back into the lake. 

Can you easily envision in your mind's eye a group that 
seems less concerned at the moment with higher education 
than this one, or that seems less associated with the stern 
classical traditions of academic retreats? . Of course, Dad may 
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have learned what he knows about automobiles in an exten
sion course, and mother may be humming a tune she learned 
while attending a night class in the appreciation of music. 
But it is summer now, and those things are far away. 

Yet, although they do not realize it, one of the activities 
of the University of Minnesota is a direct influence on their 
enjoyment of the trip and is contributing materially to their 
safety, for the highway engineering department of the uni
versity has charge of inspection work on concrete highway 
construction. Rather, it ser,ves as the inspection division of 
the State Highway Department, and has done so from the 
time the present system of highway construction and super
vision was evolved. 

EFFICIENT INSPECTION AT LOW COST 

So efficient is the inspection of this concrete work carried 
on that at the height of the season, when $4,000 or $s,ooo 
worth of hard-surfaced roads is being laid daily, inspection 
costs avet:age only about $25 a day. 

The inspection is done, furthermore, not only at the point 
where the actual concrete is mixed and poured, but at every 
important step in the proceeding development from gravel pit 
or cement mill to the completed highway. 

As described by Prof .. F. C. Lang, engineet: of tests and 
inspection for the State Highway Department and professor 
of highway engineering at the University of Minnesota, the 
method by which Minnesota concrete roads are kept to stand
ard is something like this: 

The inspection outfit, including a powerful drill, other kit, 
and a crew, is mounted on a strong truck, which cruises along 
a hard-surfaced highway. They pick out at random an aver
age half-mile strip of the road and bore into it, selecting now 
from this side, now fr,om that. As a general rule, they find 
the road to be of the thickness and quality of concrete that 
has been specified. When faults are discovered, cores are 
taken every so feet, both to determine how extensive the 
faulty stretch may be, and to have samples that will show 
what is the matter. 



The minimum standard of Minnesota concrete highways 
is a strength of 2,ooo pounds to the squar.e inch. The strength 
actually revealed by the average tests made by Prof. Lang 
and his associates has been between 2,ooo and 3,ooo pounds. 
And many tests have shown material ranging in strength up 
to as high as 4,700 pounds per squar.e inch. For the most 
part, the work tested has proved to be of excellent quality. 
Where bad stretches have been found, the contractor has been 
required to replace them. 

As is always the case where an instructor engages in the 
practical application of scientific or technical theory, classes 
at the Unive~sity of Minnesota gain a direct advantage from 
this contact with actual operations. The faculty members who 
do the work are able to speak that much more certainly on 
the subjects they teach. They gain effective knowledge, based 
on experience, of many things which might otherwise be less 
skillfully handled in the classroom or college laboratory. 

Highway inspection is not confined, however, to the 
chance tapping of a concrete r.oad by the truck's crew and out
fit. Material is inspected at the gravel pit, stone quarry, or 
mill. Samples of the sand, rock, or gravel are taken to the 
department's laboratory in the experiment station of the Col
lege of Engineer.ing, and are there given a painstaking exam
ination. Men are stationed at the points where work is going 
on. Such questions must be answered as, "Is there a satis
factory substitute for traprock?" "Is shale a useful material 
for the manufacture of concrete?" and "How do freezing and 
thawing affect concr.ete roads, either at the time they are laid 
or at a later period?" In the course of seeking answers to 
such queries, some interesting facts have been revealed at the 
university laboratories. Some interesting procsses have been 
developed, also. 

SOME LIMESTONE GOOD ROAD MATERIAL 

For example, P~o£. Lang and R. E. Bergford, his assistant, 
made up a great number of small cylindrical concrete pieces, 
six inches by twelve, in which crushed limestone was the rock 
material. Some of these were set indoors and cured under 
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ideal conditions; some were thawed and frozen daily by ar.ti
ficial means during a period of six months. Another set was 
placed on the roof of the Experimental Engineering building 
and left there for two years. Then it was alternately frozen 
and thawed ninety times. At the termination of the tests 
given to each of the thr.ee sets, the concrete blocks were sub
jected to pressure tests and broken. 

Now what difference do you suppose they found between 
the samples given those three differing treatments? Well, as 
a matter of fact, each one seemed to be just about asj good 
as the other two. At least there was not enough variation in 
quality to be worth commenting on, and they were recorded 
as practically identical. 

Shale is one of the best materials known for use in gravel 
roads, but it has been barred from use in the manufacture 
of concrete highways as a r.esult of experiments conducted at 
the university. It crumbles too easily, leaving a pit in the 
concrete where weather effects promptly make themselves 
known. But much of the gravel received for testing in sam
ples has a good deal of shale in it. The old method of deter
mining this content was to take a known volume of gravel, 
pick out the shale by hand, and so arrive at the 'pet:centage 
of shale. This was slow and troublesome, so the engineers 
decided that they must find some better method. They finally 
did this by no less spectacular a method than that of making 
rock float. They now can throw a handful of gravel into a 
bowl of liquid and know that if it sinks, it's good; if it floats, 
it's shale and can't be used. This sounds, of course, like the 
boy with the nickel and that well-known formula, "I'll throw 
it up and keep it if it comes down. If it stays up, it's yours." 
But in this case the method is much simpler. All that they 
had to do was to find a liquid with a specific gt:avity higher 
than that of shale, but lower than that of good gravel. This 
quality, they discovered, wa~ possessed by a saturated solu
tion of zinc chloride. 

These are some of the things that connect the unsuspect
ing members of the All-American family auto tour with the 
University of Minnesota. 
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Holes of More Shapes a University Need 
As Inflow of Varied Pegs Keeps Growing 

Minneapolis, Minn. 

March 12, 1924 

T
O GIVE the incoming university stu
dent the best possible suggestions 
first, as to the goal at which he shall 

aim, and second, on the manner in which he shall conduct and 
govern himself en route, is a purpose on which the University 
of Minnesota seems now to be focussing an impressive amount 
of intelligent thought and exper:iment. 

Throughout the educational world, in fact, there is a strong 
movement away from trying to raise educational crops by 
scattering on the campus seedbed handfuls from a package 
of two-legged objects merely marked "seeds." There is a dis
position to determine in advance whether the seeds will pro
duce radishes or turnips, string beans or tomatoes, with here 
and there an occasional spruce, or rose, or century plant. And 
there is a disposition, after. the character of seed has been de
termined as nearly as possible, to give the plot sown with it 
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the kind of nutriment and attention that will produce the best 
and surest fruit from such a planting. 

STUDENT MUST CHOOSE OBJECTIVE WISELY 

Authorities in education are acting in accordance with the 
accepted truths of biology, and psychology, and educational 
science when they confess a belief in individual differences 
and assert that educational institutions must take account of 
them. Month by month, they ax:e coming to feel more strongly 
that the man equipped by nature to become a lawyer should 
study law because in that way he will best serve society, while 
the man with the type of mind and natural equipment to be a 
thor.oughly capable technician in some non-professional field 
will not only succeed best, but will be happiest if his studies 
advance him on the lines of his natural bent. 

This is no academic problem. Educators are concerned 
with it because they foresee so great an increase in university 
attendance everywhere that certain questions connected with 
this matter of individual differences are certain to be asked
are being asked. The big question is, of course, whether col
lege attendance shall be limited to those who have what are 
generally referred to as superior abilities. That is a long, 
long story, one that must be sought elsewhere. 

Pending its settlement, university people are setting them
selves to provide effective training for all who meet the en
trance requirements, acting on the assumption that there will 
be no limitation. 

President Coffman of the University of Minnesota in a 
recent statement declared that universities must establish 
cour:ses less than four years in length to provide training for 
those who can get what they most need in a shorter time than 
the traditional four. J. B. Johnston, dean of the College of 
Liberal Arts at Minnesota, points out at the same time that a 
large percentage of the entering students are bent neither on 
continuance into professional fields nor on completion of a 
full four year:s of study in the liberal arts. 

The two declar.ations are evidence of the same thing: 
that universities are receiving many students, entitled to 
public education, who do not fit permanently into the plalll 



of things as they have been, and who eventually drift out of 
the university, unhonored and unsung, not having completed 

anything. 
It is because of this that the president hopes for courses 

of less than four years duration. With these established, 
known methods ~f determining individual bent and ability 
will provide the tools and materials to a staff of expert stu
dent advisers who will do their best to direct freshmen into 
fields suited to their capabilities. 

With courses less than four years in length a possibility 
of the near future, Minnesota is developing now two factor.s 
which, in the belief of university authorities, will help mate
rially in giving the freshman the direction that he needs. One 
of these is the orientation course which focusses the fresh
man's attention on himself in the world of man and nature 
and tries to make this picture as clear as possible by illumi
nating it with important segments of knowledge from many 
fields that bear importantly on the problems of his life. The 
other factor is an expanding and intensified system of advice 
to students by faculty members selected with a particular view 
to their fitness for understanding and interpreting the stu
dent's needs. 

FOUR MAIN ITEMS IN NEW PLAN 

When the ideal towards which the university is working 
for the benefit of its freshman students has been attained, im
portant cogs in the wheel will be: (1) tests to determine the 
individual's probable capabilities; (2) the orientation course 
to give him a clear picture of his relationships in the world; 
(3) a sound system of advice to help the student select the 
definite goal toward which he shall work and study; and, (4) 
an increased number of fields of study, including some of less 
than four years duration, in which the student will get definite 
preparation for a r~spectab1t: lifework, though not necessarily 
one that is chiefl.~· intellectual. 

It must be r.nderstood that students will not be forced into 
one or anoth1lr of the fields merely because an adviser thinks 
that the pre:ierable study. Those who meet preliminary re-
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quirements will still have the privilege of trying the thing 
closest to their heart's desire. Yet, those who have been 
working on the new system at Minnesota seem convinced 
that by and large there will be far less wasted effort and less 
disappointment over failure when the majority of students 
come to accept the suggestions of their advisers. 

A discussion as brief as this can do no more than suggest 
the ideas and policies that are centering interest at the Uni
versity of Minnesota. A thousand and one questions might 
be asked that can not be answered here. At least, a thousand 
of them can not. There is one on which President Coffman. 
has recently spoken so vigorously that his words may well 
be r.epeated. He said: 

"The traditional appeal that one should go to college to 
acquire culture is far less potent than it once was. The as-· 
sumption that one is liberalized only by studying so-called 
liberal subjects is being seriously questioned. . 1£ on~ 
is trained adequately in law, medicine, teaching, nursing or 
any other profession and as a result of his training has been 
imbued with the ethics and spir.it of his craft so tha,c he dedi
cates his life primarily to service and citizenship rather than 
to personal gain and to the accumulation of a fortune, he has, 
it is maintained, all of the benefits of any liberal program of 
education" 
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Geogological Map Replaces Galleons 
As Modern Science Seeks For Treasure 

Minneapolis, Minn. 

March xg, 1924 

T
HE lur:e of rich mineral deposits has 
always been a despot over the imag-
ination of mankind. One is priv

ileged to believe that Columbus, as he left the Gates of 
Hercules and the "Blue Azores" behind him, was emboldened 
quite as much by a hope to find gold and silver as he was by 
visions of Indian spices and silks. Vasco da Gama sailing 
around the Cape of Good Hope, Balboa, planting the flag of 
Spain in the ocean that came to be known as the Pacific, or 
Magellan, completing his trip around the globe, must all have 
had dreams more golden than the thrills of adventure or the 
odor of spice blossoms could have conjured up. 

Throughout the period of history, the baser metals, copper, 
zinc, tin, and iron, have furnished the basis of civilization, and 
the precious metals have been the token and agent of luxury 
and the passkey to satisfaction of material wants. 
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There is contention nowadays over deposits of iron ore, 
coal, petroleum and other minerals basic to civilization. In 
the past, and not so long ago either, wars were waged for the 
control of deposits of precious metals. Pizarr.o slaughtering 
the Indians of Peru to get at the wealth of the Incas, Drake 
and Morgan fighting Spain for the same treasure once re
moved from its rightful ownership, American against Mexican 
in California, Boer against Britisher in the Transvaal-none 
of these conflicts can be disassociated in the mind from the 
general craving to possess silver or gold. 

MIND'S EYE QUICKER THAN THE PICK 

So now, with all the romance of past centuries bound up 
with the stories of this search, with its violence and glory, 
it comes with something of a shock to realize that the search 
for mineral wealth has been alter.ed from high adventure to a 
matter of science. Yet this is what one must believe after 
reading a recent paper by Dr. W. H. Emmons, head of the 
department of geology at the University of Minnesota. 

Roaring Gulch, Goldfield, Johannesburg, San Luis Potosi, 
the Skagway trail and all the rest of them are all right in1• 

their way, but with a geologist's map of the earth's crust and 
a geologist's knowledge of the way in which that crust has 
been· distorted by masses of hot lava rock, pressing from be
low, the scientist of today sits himself down, lights his pipe, 
and points out the spots on the earth's surface where valuable 
metal deposits should be found. Further:more, he tells you 
which metal you are most likely to find in a given place. 

As Captain Rickenbacker said to Darius Green, "It's easy 
when you know how." 

To keep the story simple, which the present writer would 
have to do in any case, Dr. Emmons argues something like 
this: Very long ago, masses of molten rock from deep within 
the earth were forced to the surface, bending and distorting 
the c~st, and here and there breaking through in flows of 
lava. Accompanying these peaks of underground lava, streams 
of hot water found their way to the surface by way of cr.acks 



in the crust extending from the heated mass to the outside, 
where they issued as springs. 

The metals present in the molten rock went into solution 
in the stream of hot water. Now as the water got further 
and further from the mass of rock that heated it, it gradually 
cooled.. As this cooling process went on, the water deposited 
the metals from solution, the first to be deposited being the 
one least soluble in hot water, the last deposit being of the 
metal that remains longest in solution in hot water. The re
sult has been that as the streams of water have died away, 
the crevices through which they reached the surface have 
become veins of r.ich mineral deposit, the metals deposited 
varying from the surface to the bottom of the vein. 

Much of this has been known. The particular new con
tribution of Dr. Emmons' paper is the first publication of 
the order in which metals would be found in a complete and 
ideal vein. 

FOURTEEN STEPS FROM MERCURY TO TIN 

Tracing this vein from the top, where one would find the 
metal that ~emained longest in hot water solution, to the bot
tom, where the least soluble one would have been deposited, 
he enumerates the finds one would make in this order: 
Barren zone, mercury, antimony, gold, silver, barren strip, 
silver, lead, zinc, copper, copper:, gold, bismuth, arsenic, 
tungsten, tin, barren. 

The fact that some metals are found at more than one 
level is due to their deposition in differing mineral combina
tions, affected by different conditions. 

Not only do theory and general knowledge indicate that 
the order. of deposits is the one just given, but certain mines 
all over the world show the order of occurrence to accord 
with this table. There are many variations from the rule 
due to crossing of veins, deposits mingled at different periods 
of time, and the like, but these exceptions seem to strengthen 
rather than weaken the claim. 

This taqle shows the order in which metals would be 
found in an ideal vein, worked from top to bottom, and it 



gives a clue to the expectation of discovery in a horizontal 
area radiating from a center. The paper: points out that 
weathering and erosion have cut the top off many veins, carry
ing away the metals deposited at the top, some of them to 
be recovered as so much gold is, in sand beds and pockets 
in rivers whither it has been washed. 

Further.more, the original intrusion of hot lava beneath the 
surface formed a peak. Its sides sloped. At a distance from 
this central peak, the depth of the veins would be greater 
because of the slope of the sides. Consequently, metals de
posited at the bottom of the table would be found chiefly near 
the actual peak or center of the batholith, as the underground 
mass of rock is called. Leaving the central ar.ea, one would 
expect his discoveries to be metals higher and higher in the 
vein, because a greater part of the original vein would remain, 

Carrying this reasoning a step further, one sees that the 
order of discovery over an area radiating from a center would 
be about the same as the order of discovery from the bottom 
to the top of a complete vein. 

These rules have been found to apply not only in narrow 
areas, but even over continental areas where the geological 
formation is such that the law would have worked un
hampered. So the geologist who knows the earth's crust can 
take map in hand and establish pretty definitely the metals 
one may expect to find, if any, at depths that can be worked. 

This is but one of many interesting points in Dr. Emmons' 
paper which is now up for discussion before the American 
Institute of Mining and Metallurgical Engineers. 

I 
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Benefit To Every Classroom In The State 
Aim Of University's College Of Education 

Minneapolis, Minn. 

Ma~ch 26, 1924 

0 
NE of the dire-ct and constant bene
fits of a university to the state is its 
persistent influence for good on all 

educational institutions in that state, from the threshold of 
the university itself right down through the grades. Teach
ing is the objective of hundreds of the young men and women 
graduated each year from the University of Minnesota. The 
great majority of these begin their teaching either. in high 
schools or as administrators-supervisors, principals, super
intendents. 

As the College of Education on the Minnesota campus is 
the only institution in the state dedicated specifically to the 
preparation of teachers who shall have full college training, 
it is only natural that the teaching profession in the cities, 
towns, and counties of Minnesota should come more and more 
to look to that college for leadership. 

Besides its annual contribution of trained new teachers, its 
su~veys of school systems and needs for Minnesota communi-
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ties, its notable contributions to the theory of school finance, 
the College of Education at Minnesota is serving as a clear
ing house for all matters of interest to educators and for the 
discoveries from research in education. And it aims to bring 
the teacher.s themselves together in its halls at least once a 
year, besides acting as the medium for spreading their ideas. 

SCHOOLMEN'S WEEK SET FOR APRIL 14-19 

This annual gathering has come to be known as School
men's Week. Begun years ago by C. G. Schulz when he was 
state superintendent of education, it has grown until now it 
is second only to the annual meeting of the Minnesota Edu
cation Association in its importance as a gathering of school 
workers. With its chief emphasis on administrative problems 
and the energizing of those who really direct the state's great 
educational machinery, the April conference is altogether of 
major value. It is strengthened, also, by the continued par
ticipation of the State Department of Education, by which the 
meetings wer:e first sponsored. 

The scope of this year's gathering, to be held April 14 to 
rg, is seen in the list of meetings scheduled on the program. 
These are the short course, conducted jointly by the college 
and the state department, the meeting of the super.intendents 
section of the Minnesota Education Association, the annual 
dinner of the school superintendents of Minnesota, the meet
ing of principals of consolidated schools, the annual confer
ence of county superintendents of schools, and a series of con
ferences on high school topics. 

In addition to these, two matters of wholly first rate im
portance will be given concentrated attention in a new way. 
One of these is the subject of vocational guidance, not only 
for the high school student, or the university student, but for 
both with recognition of the necessary relationship between 
the two. The other is the study of education by a society 
organized expressly for that purpose, the new Minnesota So
ciety for the Study of Education. 

Every reader of newspapers and periodicals is familiar 
with the agitation now going on over the vocational Pt:ob
lem. Whether stated in the simple, popular form of the rela-
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tive merits of "white collar" positions and sturdy, old-fashioned 
"jobs"or in the more scientific terms of individual differences 
and the need to train a man for the particular work to which 
he is best suited, this question is definitely with us. 

A dinner will be served on the University campus the 
night of April 16th to which a group of persons with ideas 
on this subject of vocational guidance have been invited in 
the following letter: 

"The University of Minnesota is interested in improving 
the facilities by which its students are now guided in the 
selection of their future vocations and the courses of training 
leading thereto. Members of the faculty individually, and 
more recently a committee, have been studying the situation. 
In many ways, the problems which confront the University 
are the common problems of all public schools. It is believed, 
therefore, that profit may be derived from a conference be
tween public school workers and members of the University 
faculty. 

"It is not intended," the letter: says, "that the conference 
shall deal with administrative, but rather with educational 
problems, and that it be deliberative rather than executive in 
character. It is desired to provide opportunity for a discus
sion of the ways by which proper. occupational and educa
tional information may be provided to students in the high 
schools and the University, and a better system of educational 
guidance be thereby inaugurated." 

SOCIETY FOR EDUCATION STUDY IS NEW 

The Minnesota Society for the Study of Education was 
organized during Schoolmen's Week a year ago, so the com
ing meeting will be the first at which it can show results. 
Dean M. E. Haggerty of the College of Education, as presi
dent of the society, has high hopes for it as a stimulu~ to 
sincere study of problems in education from which benefits 
to the entire state will result. The purposes of this society 
are that it shall be a forum for discussion of matters educa
tional, a center for the pr.omotion of co-operative studies in 
education, and a means of further awakening public interest 
in education. The men and women in Minnesota public 



schools, institutions of higher learning, and in the State De
partment of Education who are carrying on studies in educa
tional matters are brought togethet: in this society to take part 
in discussions and enjoy the stimulation of mutual comment 1 
and criticism. 

In a few words, the society hopes to bring the best minds 
in education to bear on the important problems in that field, 
with a view to doing the most service to education in Minne
sota. 

Last year 700 men and women attended the various meet
ings of Schoolmen's Week. Most of these were school ad
ministratot:s. At least an equal number are expected to be 
present this spring. 

It has always been the policy of the College of Education 
to bring as visiting speakers for Schoolmen's Week men who 
are on the firing line along the main educational fronts of the 
nation. In the course of the years, most of the men who have 
been attaining national prominence as educators have spoken 
at the University of Minnesota dut:ing these programs. The 
speakers this year will be Dr. N. 0. Engelhardt, professor of 
school administration at Teachers College, Columbia Univer
sity, New York; Dr. Charles H. Judd, directot: of the School 
of Education in the University of Chicago, and Jesse H. New
lon, superitendent of public schools at Denver, Colorado. 

As has been pointed out so often, education takes a far 
greater part of the annual expenditure of state and local gov
ernment units than does any other. activity. And of the money 
for education, lower and secondary schools receive an over
whelmingly greater proportion than does the Univer!)ity. This 
is inevitable. Incidentally, the University takes satisfaction 
in its ability to show that its work makes all expenditures for 
other. schools more effective. Not only does it provide many 
of the skilled men and women who direct schools in the state, 
but it is constantly adding to the knowledge that helps all 
who are in teaching to do better and better work. 
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"College Professor" Becomes Obsolete Term 
As Story Book Type Vanishes From Campus 

Minneapolis, Minn. 

April 2, 1924 

I
F a person wished to shoot about as wide 
of his mark as possible, nothing would 
more certainly meet specifications than 

for him to describe some individual as "a college professor" 
and let it go at that. Of all the symbols and r.ubber 
stamps in common use there can hardly be any that fails more 
completely to do its work of description than does this phrase, 
"He's a college professor." 

It is not intended here that the phrase shall be narrowed 
down to any exact implication. Whether the speaker uses it to 
mean that no fault can be found in a man because he is that 
awe-inspiring creature, a university instructor, or implies that 
being a professor merely, one must expect nothing practical 
or logical about him, the description is equally meaningless. 
In pe~sonality, outlook, interests, background, as of course in 
appearance, college professors vary as greatly as do-? Here 
one comes to a halt. Where on earth can you find a calling 
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whose members are as different from one another as are those 
in the class indisa:iminately stereotyped "college professors?" 
"Businessman" is about the only fair parallel available. In 
business alone is there a range of personal interests as varied 
as that concealed under the popular code word of professor. 
A businessman may deal in fish plates or old masters, in orien
tal carpets or spruce gum; he may sell tanbark or buy Fifth 
Avenue business blocks and yet come under the meaning of 
the general term. 

DID YOU SAY RHETORIC OR ROENTGENOLOGY? 

So a college professor may study paleontology or prunes; 
he may instr.uct young men and women in Assyrian history or 
radio communication; the field of his particular expertness 
may be structural engineering or Latin American poets. Yet 
by some he must be trimmed or stretched or distorted or. dis
regarded to make him fit under a popular term of the haziest 
imaginable significance. He is a college professor. 

Ship's captain, editor, policeman, banker, contractor, jew
eler, insurance agent-goodness knows that a wide variety of 
human types may be found paradiing under one or another of 
these designations. Yet every one of them comes far nearer 
to descx:ibing a type accurately than does the catchword which 
we are discussing. 

It is not the purpose here to wrangle over titles and point 
out that a person called a professor may no more be one than 
a lieutenant, junior grade, is an admiral. Nor is it the pur
pose to quarrel with the orchestra conductors, bareback riders, 
skull readers and fly casters who wallow in the glory of that 
latinic term. There is plenty of misconception of what a real 
college professor is like without half losing him in an ambi
dextrous multitude. 

One might think that among nine or ten thousand students 
in a large university there would be found a wider variety of 
individuals than among the faculty members, but that is not 
true. The students for the most part are of about the same 
age; they have behind them about the same brevity of experi
ence; they have attained to only about the same average famil-



iarity with the world and its problems. If some of them are 
the presidents of undergraduate organizations and others don't 
even belong, it isn't necessarily because of any great varying 
from the general type. One can no more stand up a row of 
seniors and pick out the dentists and medics from those ma
joring in economics or education than he could distinguish! 
between two compartments in a revolving door. 

DIVERSE CONTACTS OFFERED TO STUDENTS 

It is exactly in this general similarity between students 
and this decided diversity among those who teach them that 
one of the greatest advantages of a uni~ersity education is to 
be discovered. The young people, still plastic, and with their 
curiosity satisfied to only a meager degree, are brought into 
contact with a group of teachers, women as well as men, each 
of whom represents one or another phase of the learning and 
culture which contribute so largely to present day civilization. 
On the faculty are: men who have traveled over the entire. 
world studying the earth itself, or the food plants of the earth, 
or its mammals, or insects. Here is one who has lived in 
China and made a study of Chinese government forms. An
other's specialty is municipal government, with emphasis on 
the communities of Minnesota, both large and small. Side 
by side with men who teach the Scandinavian literature to 
students of whom many have Scandinavian blood are men 
who have been honored by the governments of Spain andi 
Belgium for accomplishments in the languages of those 
peoples. 

A catalogue of faculty; varieties could be kept up to the 
point of boredom. Men who have given impetus to the in
creasing practice of diver.sified farming would be found along
side those who have made notable scientific contributions to 
the mining of iron ores or to their utilization as iron and steel. 
Students attend a class one hour under a professor who knows 
all about the English language, what its words are and how 
they came to be ther.e. Next hour they are in the lecture room 
of one to whom the language is a tool only, an instrument by 
which he reveals to them some of the wonder.s of chemistry, 
a knowledge whereby they may understand the world better 
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or make use of its substances to their own profit and the in
crease of material comfort. 

One may be sur.e that the university student hasn't stayed 
on the campus long b,efore he realizes that there is no such 
thing as a university professor. He soon gives up expecting 
to meet that sad figure of tradition who put his umbrella into 
the bed and stood all night in a cold jardiniere in the front hall. 
One who is to keep himself infor:med on all the latest devel
opmen~s 41 his own field simply hasn't the time to spend. 
nights in front halls. 

If the modern demon, efficiency, has not conquered educa
tional institutions, its first cousin, effectiveness, has settled 
down with them to stay. The men whom the state hires to 
train its future engineers, physicians, and teachers are no 
stranger individuals than would be found in any large estab
lishment that had need for wor.kers with specialized training 
in languages, and economics; in history, and psychology, and 
the natural sciences. 

"Professor" is really a geographical term rather than a 
professional description. What it should signify to the public 
is that a man is employed at a place called a university, and 
that part of his wor.k is the instruction of young peoeple. It 
signifies also that he has had the perseverance to labor at 
his chosen subject and the teaching of it until he has won an 
established position for himself. And one may be forgiven 
for believing that he takes a more ethical view of his calling 
than sometimes is met with among those whose duties do not 
in~lude that of guiding the younger generation. 

But when one remembers that a professorship may be in 
chemistry, highway engineering, etymology, hydraulics, 
French classics, genetics, animal husbandry, American his
tory, or surgery, he realizes that her:e is a species that can not 
be described by a single word. 

About the only thing that professors have wholly in com
mon, with each other and with those in other callings too, 
is a determination that their sons shall do something else. 
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University Perfects Property Record 
To Identify 120,000 Pieces in a Minute 

Minneapolis, Minn. 

April g, 1924 

T fiE University of Minnesota owns as 
equipment about r2o,ooo articles. 
These range from easels in the med

ical art shop, where pictures of man's insides are drawn for 
the instruction of future physicians, to threshing machines at 
University Farm. Among them are tubes containing radium, 
check protecting devices, and moto~trucks. Shelves, and bul
letin boards, and the president's desk are included in the list. 

Custodianship over these many articles and the orderly 
recording of their location, value, and condition is a huge task, 
also one that is of the very first importance. Unless records 
were kept there would be, at least, duplication of purchases, 
occasional unintended extravagance, and unnecessary loss. 

At one time the only record of University property was an 
annual inventory made by the departments that used the 
equipment. These were merely lists of things on hand. It 
was next to impossible to compare a department's inventory 
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for this year with that of last. It was wholly impossible to 
compare what one department was using with the things in 
use by another, to see whether a transfer of equipment might 
be made fox: the sake of avoiding a purchase or bringing about 
fuller use. 

SYSTEM COVERS EVERY ARTICLE 

Now all this turmoil has been done away with and Minne
sota has an inventory and record system that. enables the su
pervisor, J. C. Poucher, to tell in an instant where any of the 
12o,ooo items is, what it is worth, or how many similar 
items the institution owns, no matter where they may be. 
This system was put into effect after. its originator had ob
tained information on the record systems at a great many 
other institutions, and he believes it to be fully the equal of 
any other system now in use. Nothing, at least, could be 
any more thorough or accurate. 

To gain a partial understanding of the system let us see 
how a newly acquired article finds its way into the x:ecord. 
We begin with the head of a department, who sends to the 
University purchasing agent his requisition for a chair, let 
us say. Now in order to give him this chair it may be neces
sary to buy one and it may not. The purchasing agent tele
phones to the storehouse to see whether. a chair meeting speci
fications is on hand. If one is there, the problem is settled. 
If not, he telephones to the property custodian to learn whether 
some other department may not have a chair that could be 
transferred. Not infrequently one or the other of these ef
forts meets success. If no suitable chair can be found, the 
purchasing agent sends out an inquiry to firms dealing in 
such furniture. The purchase is made on the best terms ob
tainable for an ar,ticle that meets the requirements of the de
partment ordering. 

When this article has been delivered it approaches the 
moment when it must go into the "Bertillon record" of Uni
versity property. A record of it is made at the office of the 
general custodian, whose title is superintendent of service. In 
one huge cabinet a card representing the chair is inserted 
among hundreds of other cards in the chair group. On this 



card are written the things which distinguish this chair from 
others, its cost, its department, and the like. 

Then the new chair continues its University registration. 
Having been recorded as a chair, it is now recorded as an 
item in the property of the department to which it must go. 
It becomes the latest number on a list of that department's 
property, which begins at one and runs on up through the 
entire number of articles of equipment the department has. 
After this the chair is sent to the man who ordered it. 

O~e step remains in the identification of this piece of 
property. There is a man whose duty it is to go around armed 
with a fine paintbrush and apply to each new piece of equip
ment the number that has been assigned to it in the central 
office. Every article of equipment at the institution bears its 
number and this man will soon visit the department which r.e
ceived the chair and will decorate it with its proper designa
tion. 

Under this method the work of an inventory is changed 
from the blind tabulation formerly in use to a mere matter 
of checking the things on hand against the list of articles sup
posed to be there. Each piece of equipment has a personality, 
and a microscope is not a microscope merely, but a definite 
microscope, belonging to the department of physics, or of 
animal biology, as the case may be. Responsibility for each 
article is definitely established by the number. 

DISAPPEARANCE MADE IMPOSSIBLE 

This present method of recording p~operty makes it im
possible that anything should disappear. Only in the rare 
cases where something is stolen can a piece of equipment 
evade the system whereby trace of it is kept. When articles 
wear out, there is an exact formula to be followed in disposing 
of them. The article must be condemned by a committee of 
th~ee, the department head, dean, and property custodian. If 
it is merely obsolete, or not so badly used but that it can be 
of use to someone else, though not to the University, it may 
be sold, but authority from the Board of Regents must be 
obtained for the sale. And any collusion in sales is wholly 
impossible for these are made not by any of those who con-



• 
demn articles, but by the purchasing agent of the University. 4 

By action of the Board of Regents all University property 
has been institutionalized. That is to say, everything belongs 
to the University of Minnesota, not to this department or that 
department. This was not always true, and comprehension 
of the change has come a little slowly in some departments. 
The gr.eat advantage of this system is that it permits the trans
fer of things not in use by one department to the custody of 
another department which has immediate use for them. When 
this transferring began a few years ago Mr. Poucher found 
that the department having possession was loathe to part with 
its proper:ty. But in a few months, perhaps, this same depart
ment wanted something that another department had. It got 
it. Then it began to see the reasonableness of the arrange
ment. As one after another of the departments has had this 
experience, the theory of general University ownership has 
gr.own in popularity. 

In speaking of University property one must remember 
that it isn't always possible to step out in the open market 
and buy the things the institution needs. This is particularly 
true of many special devices -cequired by research men in 
science for the prosecution of their studies. Objects with com
plicated glass tubes twining around them and formidable look-
ing arrangements of electrical instruments for governing and 
measuring current are to be seen in the resear.ch departments. 
Such things must be "tailor made" and if bought from com
mercial firms their price is often prohibitive. On this ac-
count the University of Minnesota has gone into the business 
of making these things for itself, and this has effected another: 
great economy in University property. 

A full-time glassblower in a little shop of his own has 
more than he can do to keep up with the needs of research 
workers. And in another. shop, known as the Central Scien
tific Shop, articles of wood and metal ar.e constructed. How
ever useful they may be, one would have a hard time figuring 
out what some of these pieces of equipment are. It takes 
more than a chair and a pencil to solve the problems of mod

ern science. 
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Why 18.4 o/o Of Students Drop "U" Work 
Shown In Last Bulletin By Survey Board 

Minneapolis, Minn. 

April 16, 1924 

T
HE survey commission appointed by 
the Minnesota legislature to make a 
thorough study of the University of 

Minnesota has just published in pamphlet form the sixth of its 
studies, which shows that r8.4 per cent of the students who 
registered withdrew voluntarily from the University during 
the year 1922-23. Net actual loss of students during that year, 
the last that has been completed, was r659 out of a gross total 
registration of 9025. Student "mortality" is the subject of the 
report. 

The figure is undoubtedly large, and is recognized as being 
so. People mill around so in life, anyway. Even among peo
ple who are supposed to have settled down to the task of earn
ing a livelihood there is a heavy occupational turnover, so it 
is not surprising to find a considerable amount of indecison, an 
uncertain foundation, either in will or circumstance, affecting 
the youths and young women who attend a state university. 

Address communications to: Minnesota Chats, T. E. Steward, editor, 
105 Publications Building, The University of Minnesota, 

Minneapolis, Minn. 



r--------------- --------·~-------------

How the report will be interpreted by those who direct the ~ 
destinies of the University of Minnesota remains to be seen. 
As it stands, it does not attempt to prove anything. It is a 
statistical statement of the facts on attendance and the aban
donment of attendance. It is material that will help the uni
versity heads when they go on with the work of solving prob-
lems on which these figures bear. But taken alone, just as it 
is, the r:eport contains a vast amount of very interesting ma-
terial. It is a mine of facts about the influences from within 
and without that play upon the young person who wants or 
has wanted a college education. 

MANY LEAVE AFTER l}RIEF TRIAL 

The report shows, for instance, that voluntary withdrawals 
last year was a third gr.eater-1659 to 1078-than the number 
of those who finally completed a full course of study. Yet the 
percentage of the whole who withdrew is only slightly greater 
than the percentage who were graduated. When one con
siders that the number of those who cancelled includes all 
those who gave the University a brief fling and for any of a 
score of reasons decided to withdraw, while the total of gradu
ates is made up of those who had the seriousness and perse
verance to see the job through, less remains to surprise one. 

Marked interest lies in the reasons for withdrawal given by 
the students in response to a questionnaire distributed by Rod
ney M. West, registrar, to which nearly So per cent of the men 
who left and more than 7 5 per cent of the women responded. 

Among the men students, thirty per cent of those who can
celled registr:ation gave financial reasons. Among women, 
only a little more than 16 per cent gave financial reasons. 
While one might assume that men students were more care
less with their money, the fact is, of course, that far more men 
than women have the courage to go to college on a "shoe
string" with the inevitable r:esult that circumstances force a 
good many to drop out. "Illness" was the reason advanced 
by approximately seventeen per cent of the women students 
who cancelled and by fourteen per cent of the men. Statistics 
at the University Health Service confirm the plea of illness 
in only about half of these cases. Some may have used it as 
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~ a convenient blind behind which to hide some other cause. 
Yet a majority of those for whom the Health Service had no 
data are residents of the twin cities and probably consulted 
their own family physicians. 

Illness or death in the family caused the withdrawal of five 
per cent of the women who left and of two per cent of the 
men. "Needed at home" was the cause given by about two 
per cent of each. Departure of the family from city and state, 
opportunity to travel, desire to get practical experience, pro
gram difficulty and miscellaneous personal reasons each ac
counted for the withdrawal of fr.om one to five per cent of 
those who left. 

Apart from financial problems and illness, only four rea
sons caused the departure of more than five per cent of the 
students, whether. men or women. These were "business op
portunity", "change or lack of objective", transfer to another 
institution", and "discouragement or lack of interest". Seven 
per cent of the men who cancelled and six per cent of the 
women explained that they wanted to seize a business oppor
tunity. Eight per cent of the women who left Minnesota and 
seven per cent of the men transfe~red to some other institu
tion. Change or lack of objective caused the withdrawal of 
seven per cent of the women, but of only four and a half per 
cent of the men. Lack of interest or discouragement caused 
seven per cent of the men who cancelled to take that step, but 
only affected four per cent of the women. 

MEN DO NOT LEAVE TO MARRY 

No man gave "marr.iage" as his cause for cancelling reg
istration, but nearly three per cent of the women who left did 
so because they were about to marry. 

The report makes it clear that students who left the Uni
versity for some reason outside themselves, such as departure 
of the family, illness in the family or because they were ne~ded 
at home had much better marks during their period of resi
dence than did those who left for other reasons. The aver.age 
standard required of students is set at one honor point for each 
credit hour earned, roughly a grade of "C." The average stu
dent who cancelled r.egistration had but three-fifths of a an 
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honor point per credit hour. Those who gave discouragement ~ 
or lack of interest had less than one-fifth honor point per hour, I 
while in the other groups this item ranged under three-fifths 
of an honor point up to the entry "illness". Students who gave 
this reason had exactly the average for all who cancelled, 
three-fifths of a point. Those who left to get practical experi-
ence, for financial reasons, or: to attend another institution did 
a little better, but were under four-fifths of a point. On the 
other hand, students in the groups forced to leave because of 
family exigencies had approximately the "C" average. 

All the figures reported her:e are for students who left of 
their own volition. Those who were excluded by the Univer
sity for low scholarship or other reasons, those who cancelled 
only in theory, actually transferr.ing to another unit of Univer
sity, those who were graduated, those who were absent a short 
time after cancellation and then returned, also five who died 
and the group of unclassed temporary students are not taken 
into account. 

The table based on the intentions of cancelling students to 
return or remain away holds special interest. An overwhelm
ing proportion of those who leave have a fixed intention to 
come back for further work, this table shows. Every student 
who left in 1922-23 giving desire for practical experience as a 
reason, planned to return. Seventy per cent of those who were 
ill or who were needed temporarily at home planned to return. 
More than ninety per cent of those who withdrew to travel 
will be back. The low groups as to prospect of r:eturn were 
those who married, whose families moved away, who trans
ferred to another institution, or who said they were dissatis
fied with the University. Each of these was a relatively small 
group. 

It should be remembered, however, that cancellations have 
always been numerous since so many began going to college. 
And the further fact remains that the number registered each 
fall and th~ number who remain when summer arrives both 
seem to increase with persistent regularity. 
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Dean Of Students Affairs Helps Develop . 
Undergraduate's Bump Of "Citizenship" 

Minneapolis, Minn. 

April 30, 1924 

T HE college wag who writes a quip 
for the campus humorous paper set
ting forth the witless conversation 

between two students whom he names A. Simple and B. 
Simple is all wrong. 

The life of an undergraduate in a university, Minnesota 
for example, is decidedly complex. His life has advanced 
steadily in complexity from the days of its extreme simplicity 
when he lay in a cradle pawing at some strangely interesting 
but wholly foreign toes, up through the grades, where he was 
principally under one teacher during the day, into the high 
school with its greatly incr:eased contacts and interests. When 
he reaches the college campus the number of his relationships 
undergoes another prompt increase. During his university 
years a student plays more roles than ever he did befor:e, more 
also than he will again for some years after graduation if his 
expansion into human society follows an average course. 
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The undergraduate is truly many persons in one. At home -. 
he is still the boy and son. In his f~aternity, or group of inti-
mates if he does not join a fraternity, he is one of the fellows. 
In classroom or laboratory he is the student, and judgment re
garding him is passed on the basis of studentship. Campus 
institutions that have to deal with students en masse such as 
the registrar's office, the health service, and the library neces-
sarily regard him as a unit among many. No doubt he finds 
his place also in some group, denominational or general, that 
gives its interest to religious matters, adding another facet to 
the shape his existence takes. 

STUDENTS BELONG TO COMMUNITY 

In addition to these, the student stands in still another re
lationship, slightly less definite, but probably more important 
dur_ing his four college years than any that has been men
tioned. This is his relationship to the university as a whole, 
as a member of the general body. This relationship is espe
cially important because it parallels the relationship of later 
life which one calls citizenship. It represents his participation 
in what one might per.haps call the "general good". In this 
manifestation a student is particularly interesting, for if his 
worth as a member of the social mass could be accurately: 
measured it would almost certainly give a better valuation of 
the man than can be reached by adding the symbols of his 
worth in each of a number of smaller fields. 

Pending the development of a way to measure a student's 
actual worth, present or potential, the university is playing 
its part by maintaining a system of contacts, mild but persist
ent, the purpose of which is not so much to govern as to in
fluence the student body with advice, direction and suggestion. 
It is rather as if the university said, "We can not make bold 
to rate these students on the scale of zoo except in thei~ 
classes. We can only do whatever is possible to make them 
steadily more effective and more valuable as individuals." 

The office in which this system is centered is that. of the 
dean of student affairs. Its personification is found in Dean 
Edward E. Nicholson, and its policy, expressed by Dean 
Nicholson himself, is that service shall take the place of super-



vision except in those instances where no choice is left. 
Choosing an average day in the college year, one pr.obably 

would find that there were between 175 and 200 student or
ganizations on the campus of the University of Minnesota. 
These groups are devoting themselves to scores of objectives, 
from debating to the graphic arts; from "sunlight" hops to the 
promotion of cordial relations with the students in conti
nental Europe. 

It is apparent that if the university can help these groups 
run their own affairs well, keep their financial affairs in order, 
their standards of conduct exemplary and can give them the 
right ideals to rule their dealings with others and their gov
ernment of themselves, then it is achieving a widespread in
fluence for good. So many of the more aler.t, more ambitious, 
and more capable members of the student body belong to the 
student organizations, and the sum total of the memberships 
is so large that this guidance necessarily scores a large per
centage of "hits". 

An instance of the way this office functions occurred just 
last week when the committee on student affairs voted a new 
rule to govern all student functions at the University of Min
nesota. It voted that the time, the place, and the chaperones 
for all student functions must be approved by the university 
authorities. Though Dean Nicholson is its chairman, this 
committee is made up chiefly of students, and its action shows 
the willingness of the student body to take part in a move
ment that will work out to the advantage of the average stu
dent in his relationship to the university as a whole. Under 
this new rule it will be possible to avoid a congestion of 
activities such as might occur if there were no central clear
ing house. It will be easier for the student to maintain a 
just division of his time between his major activities, which 
are scholastic, and his social interests and hobby activities, 
which, although important, are secondary. 

HAS CONTACTS BOTH DIRECT AND INDIRECT 

By membership on the board of student publications, the 
dean of student affairs is enabled to make his judgment and 
advice felt in the extra-curr:icular activity that is second in 



importance among activities only to athletics-the production 
of the student newspaper, magazine, and yearbook. Here. 
and in the other committees to which he belongs ·he is a mem
ber of the functioning organization. But the students' eager
ness to do the right thing is so great that this officer is able 
to keep in touch with practically every student activity be
cause they seek his advice and want his counsel.. This is par
ticularly true of such influential bodies as the AU-University 
Student Council, the pr.incipal instrument of student co-opera
teion in campus government, and of the three men's societies 
d~voted ~ t}¥ service of' the university. These are Silver• 
Spur, in the junior year, and in the senior year, Iron Wedge 
and Gray Friat:s. These societies are self-perpetuating groups, 
elected on the basis of past service done for the institution and 
with the duty of continuing to exert their influence for good 
in such fields as offer the clearest opportunities. 

Hundreds of students seek out Dean Nicholson and his 
assistant in the course of a year to ask advice on their finances, 
their: classroom prospects, his opinion of their chances poli
tically if they seek elective student office. 

The dean of student affairs is also the university officer 
who handles the affairs of Veterans Bureau trainees who study 
at the University of Minnesota, a group that now comprises 
about soo men and which has been as numerous as 700. AU. 
trainees must obtain his permission to enter and those who 
do not become regular members of one of the colleges re-· 
main under: his guidance .. He is the "dean of trainees". And 
it is a matter of pride with him that these men, many of whom 
came to the campus almost wholly lacking formal college 
preparation, have been making exceptional classroom records. 

Many employers seek Dean Nicholson's advice before they 
choose graduates to take into their. businesses, a fact that is 
not without its practical application. It is also a part of his 
province to investigate and pass on applications for loans from 
u~iversity trust funds when made by men students. But 
these are details. Principally his job is that of counsellor at 
large to the student body; hence the frequency of this answer 
to questions of student policy, "If I were you, I'd ask Dean 
Nick." 
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Classes And Student Activities In Music 
Win Swift Increase Of Campus Devotees 

Minneapolis, Minn. 

May 7, 1924 

I T IS not mere chance that the recent 
destruction of the old one-story shops 
building on the campus should have re

vealed the new Music building in a perfection of outline and 
mass that makes it stand out as one of the distinctive features 
of the University of Minnesota. Music as a subject of study 
and a recreational activity has come in the past few years to 
rise quite as attractively among University affairs as does the 
new building now that the ugly and outworn shed has been 
removed. 

That the first of the fine arts to be represented by a build
ing on the campus of Minnesota's state university should have 
been music was perhaps inevitable. If one considers the 
makeup of the state's population and recognizes the passion 
for music as a strong characteristic of the Scandinavian, Ger
man, Irish and Welsh elements in Minnesota stock, he sees 
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that this fondness would have to find expression in any gath
ering of Io,ooo representative students .. Nor is there any r.ea
son for implying that Minnesotans with other national his
tories are cold to music. That its appeal is universal needs 
no supporting argumentation here. 

Even if the love of music were not an inborn trait in a 
majority of Minnesota's undergraduates, one feels certain that 
the splendid facilities for study afforded by the department 
of music and the many undex:graduate activities that provide 
opportunity for musical experience and expression would 
draw large numbers to it before the completion of their four 
college years. 

NEARLY 6oo IN MUSICAL ACTIVITIES 

There are at present about 200 students taking r.egular 
courses in music in the department at Minnesota, and the 
number of all who take part in musical activities directed or 
coached by faculty members approaches 6oo. Music has at
tained this growth in a stretch of just over 20 year.s. 

The first offering of music as a subject of study came in 
1903 when Emil Oberhoffer, later director of the Minneapolis 
Symphony orchestra, and John Beach, a nephew of the late 
President Northr.op, were engaged as part time instructors. 
Two years later, when the interests of these gentlemen had 
been diverted into other channels, Carlyle Scott, now director 
of music, assumed charge. It has been under his guidance 
that music has developed to its present stature at the Univer
sity of Minnesota. 

There were flats as well as sharps in the early struggles 
to gain a foothold for music on the campus. At first tw<> 
rooms in the basement of Pillsbury Hall were set aside for 
music students. But the sweet strains intet:fered with the 
botany classes. Tension developed. Music then was shunted 
to what was known as Wilson's hall, the first building across 
the tracks from the University on Fourteenth avenue. Mr. 
Scott recalls that it was cold there. Sometimes on winter 
mornings the keys were so cold that he would remove his 
woolen muffler, warm it on a lukewarm radiator, and then 
press it on the keyboard before the women students could 



use the instrument. That would not do. Music was trans
ferred to the brick building on Washington avenue that later 
became a nurses home. That was in 1913, the year also in 
which Donald Ferguson, now associate professor of music, 
became the second member of the staff. 

Three years later the outgrown Y.M.C.A. building at the 
northeast corner of the campus was bestowed upon the music 
department as a Christmas gift, and presently thereafter, 
music having continued to grow rapidly in popularity, a new 
and separate music building was put at the head of the com
prehensive building program by President Burton. President 
Coffman saw fit, when he assumed office, to approve the 
building as first of the new series. 

So much for the past. Today the Minnesota department 
is one of the schools on the approved list of such institutions 
as the Joulliard Foundation, which awards scholarships in 
music to a few of the best American students each year. It 
has developed excellent courses in the training of teachers to 
be supervisors of music in graded and secondary schools. 
Music is one of the few non-academic subjects in which a 
student may major and yet obtain the bachelor of arts degree, 
though there is nothing in that to surprise one, for music 
surely is a major art. 

FACULTY AND STUDENTS JOIN IN CHORUS 

Student interest in music is shown by broad participation 
in musical activities. An All-University chorus, directed by 
Prof. Earle Killeen, produces annually an oratorio or opera of 
first rank. Both students and faculty members belong to the 
chorus and take the keenest interest in its pr.oductions. There 
is a University Orchestra under Director Abe Pepinsky which 
is not only a cultural activity of worth but provides players 
for scores of dramatic productions, university convocations 
and educational gatherings during a college year. The band, 
actually a double band of roo pieces, is under the direction. 
of M. M. }alma, who led the famous band of the Gopher 
Gunners with the Rainbow Division during the World War. 
There are the Men's Glee Club and the Women's Glee Club. 
This enumerates only the formal organizations of students 
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devoting a large amount of time to musical interests. ~ 
The courses of instruction for public school supervisors of ~ 

music are among the department's most significant efforts. 
Most of these students are from the College of Education, and 
they give the department an intimate relationship to that col-
lege in addition to its place in the College of Science, Litera-
ture, and the Arts. Thaddeus Giddings, supervisor of mu~ic 
in the Minneapolis public schools, has oversight of the teacher 
training work. Prof. Scott predicts a continuing increase in 
popularity for this course as it ser.ves a field in which rela-: 
tively little has as yet been done. Its graduates find a smart 
demand for their services. 

Enlarged enrollment has naturally brought about enlarge
ment of the faculty. Besides the directo~, who holds classes 
in harmony and theory, there are six who instruct in piano, 
three in voice, two in violin, besides specialists in choral work, 
band, orchestra, and organ. The new building has a music 
library, beautifully furnished by the gift of a Minneap
olis benefactor.. It contains also a small but delightful audi
torium used not only for musicals, but for most of the excel
lent student dramatic productions and for many lectures. 
Pending the erection of the proposed Auditorium, the Music 
building will remain a p~incipal center of cultural activity on 
the campus. 

It must be mentioned that music is one of the few self
supporting activities on the campus of the University of Min
nesota. So many students are able and eager to take special 
lessons, for which fees must be charged, that the department's 
income quite matches the expense of operation. This leads 
one to the annual University Concert Course, directed by 
Mrs. Verna Scott, wife of the director. Contrary to the be
lief of so~e that this is a venture for personal gain, the Uni
versity Concert Course is a campus service enterprise quite 
as much as the health service is, or the cafeterias. It provides 
at low cost a series of concerts by soloists nationally famous 
for their artistry: Lest someone may think this an advertise
ment, let it be added that nearly all the seats are sold to\ 
students and faculty members, who have first choice. 
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University Training In Architecture 
Becomes 10 Years Of Age At Minnesota 

Minneapolis, Minn. 

May 14, 1924 

A RCHITECTURE is one of the under
manned professions. Despite the 
vast amount of building that has 

been going on in the United States during the past few years, 
only about two hundred men a year are turned out by the 
seventeen accredited collegiate schools of ar:chitecture that 
are recognized by the American Institute of Architects. 
This number is barely four new men to a state. When one 
recognizes that the larger cities must absorb far more than 
the quota that a flat division would allow them, it seems that 
large regions in this country must receive practically no new 
architectural talent with college training dur:ing the course of 
an average year. 

Minnesota is fortunate to possess one of the seventeen 
collegiate schools of architecture, the department devoted to 
that subject in the College of Engineering and Architecture 
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at the University of Minnesota. And it will interest the state ~ 
to know that the architectural group in that coilege is pre- ~ 
paring to celebrate completion of its tenth year. This will 
take the form of an architects' merrymaking on Friday, May 
23, and on the following day an anniversary banquet at which 
Cass Gilbert, one of the leading members of the profession 
in the United States, will be the honor guest and principal 
speaker. Expansion of the physical plant at the University 
of Minnesota is going forward on lines laid down by Mr. 
Gilbert after a survey made some year:s ago. He also was 
the architect of the Minnesota State Capitol. 

BOTH AN ART AND A PROFESSION 

Because it is recognized as one of the arts, architec-
ture occupies a rather distinguished position among collegiate 
studies. The student of architecture can not be satisfied with 
mastery of the technical tools of his profession. No student 
in any field should be satisfied with that, of course, but the 
architect must not be. In addition to mastery of the tools 
of his art, its history, standards, and social significance, he 
must achieve the power of making trained and cultivated 
judgments, to quote Prof. F. M. Mann, head of the depart
ment at Minnesota. It is largely this power of judgment that 
makes the architect an artist. He attacks problems that have 
no unchangeable solution. By use of his creative talents, 
one architect will evolve one solution of a problem, another 
will arrive at a different solution. Both solutions may be 
equally splendid. The standard of judgment is not so much 
"is this correct?" as "is this satisfying?" not only to the prac~ 
tical requirements in a building or monument, but to a culti-
vated recognition of beauty, har:mony, expressiveness, and 
good taste. 

There are two very obvious reasons why the architect must 
be a man of broad general training and of sound culture. The 
first is that he will design and plan buildings that will stand 
for years. His works will delight or tortur.e mankind for 
decades to come, now that the life of the average American 
structure is lengthening. Society can no longer tolerate the 
man who perpetrates structural atrocities of any permanence. 



The second is that the professional standing of the architect 
makes it necessary for him to take an active part in public 
affairs. He must serve on planning commissions, advise re
garding public wor.ks, take an active interest in whatever will 
build a community that is better and more beautiful. In a 
word, he will be influential, and this influence should come 
from a man fitted to wield it by the best training society can 
give him. 

The department of architecture as it is now constituted 
was established in the autumn of 1913 and completed its first 
year in June, 1914, just ten years ago. Prior to 1913 one or 
two attempts at giving architectural instruction had been 
made, but the effort had lapsed. Prof. Mann, who had already 
established one school of architecture, that at Washington 
University, St. Louis, Mo., came to Minnesota to shape the 
new department. There was a surprising response to the an
nouncement that architecture would be offered. The first 
class numbered nearly so. At present about three times that 
number are enrolled as architects. The first year class is 
considerably diminished before the final years of the course 
are reached, but in this the school at Minnesota is no different 
from others. It is estimated that an aver.age number only a 
little 'higher than 10 is graduated yearly from each of the 
seventeen American schools. 

GROWTH BRINGS ENLARGED FACULTY 

Expansion of the department has brought enlargement of 
the faculty, which at present numbers ten. Among these are 
Prof. Leon Ar.nal, brought from Paris in 1918 to take charge 
of instruction in design, and James H. Forsythe, who is ad
visory architect to the board of regents. 

Instruction in art in the sense of painting, drawing, sculp
ture, etching, and the like has been allotted to the depart
ment of architecture, wher.e the work is directed by Assistant 
Professor Samuel C. Burton. It is through his efforts that 
periodical displays of loan collections have recently been 
started on the university campus in a room assigned in the 
Minnesota Union by its board of governor,s. 



- - - -------------------------------------------------------------

Minnesota has a school of architecture that is firmly estab- ~ 
lished in a field which provides ample opportunity for its 
graduates. Ten years ago, the nearest department of archi-
tecture was at the Univer.sity of Illinois. Minnesota was a 
most logical institution at which to found a new deparment, 
and the development of the Minnesota school has borne out 
the judgment of those who then made the decision. 

Before colleges began offering training in architecture, a 
step first taken by the Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
in I868, architects received apprenticeship training. Even to-
day the college trained man among those who pr.actice as 
architects are only about 25 per cent of the whole number. 
But the percentage is sure to increase. Building has become 
a vastly more complicated process with the introduction of 
new materials and new equipment. Special training that can 
be given with more expex:tness and concentration than is 
possible under an apprenticeship system is becoming essen
tial to success as a practitioner. 

No artist can have too fine an appreciation of beauty, too 
cultivated a taste, too accurate a sense of rightness to govern 
his judgments. Accordingly, there is no limit to the prepara
tion that may be desir.able for one who is to enter the pro
fession. Schools of architecture recognize this, and none are 
more frank than teachers of architecture to advise students 
to enlarge their background and their familiarity with the 
splendid monuments of past centur,ies by traveling and study-
ing abroad. Some colleges offer travelling scholarships, 
among them Harvard, and Minnesota is proud of the fact that 
George L. Dahl, now abroad on a Harvard fellowship, and 
Ralph L. Hammett, who has been api?ointed to go this sum-
mer, are both graduates of the Minnesota depar.tment who 
went to the eastern institution to do graduate work. These· 
awards are made on the basis of all-around fitness and equip-
ment to enter the profession and practice it with honor. The 
gold medal awarded by Har:vard for highest scholarship in 
architecture has also been won by a Minnesota graduate, Jake 
Liebenberg. 

- - - -----------------------------------------------------------· 
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"We're Very Glad You Came," University 
Tells 1500 Mothers Who Visit Campus 

Minneapolis, Minn. 

May 21, 1924 

W HAT would you say were some
one to inform you that there 
were nearly ten thousand Uni

·versities of Minnesota? 
Heigh-ho, what a whopper I 
But wait; there may be something in it. If there's any

thing in it at all, there are a great many more than ten thou
sand. Perhaps, though, we can make that figure do. 

First of all, there's the university with which we are all 
familiar, using "we" to denote the more or less permanent 
campus population, the administrative officer:s, faculty mem
bers and students. We all "know" what the University of 
Minnesota is. Don't we? Certainly we do. We are so close 
to it that we see pretty much the same things, except, of 
course, for the fact that no two people ever see the same 
things alike. 
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So the university we know is the University of Minnesota. 
Is it? 
If it is, then what about that other University of Minne

sota, the one that is known to a mother in Montevideo or 
Rush City, perhaps, who has a daughter in the junior class? 
Is her University of Minnesota the same as our University 
of Minnesota? What about the mother in Wheaton who 
thinks perhaps that her daughter should not be sent to a state 
university? Is he~ University of Minnesota the same as ours, 
or as the one to which the Rush City mother so enthusiastic
ally sends her girl? 

BOY OR GIRL CENTERS MOTHER'S INTEREST 

What the mother sees is her child, moving among the 
many for:ces that go to make up a university, being influenced 
and moulded by these forces. The lines converge on the 
young person who is her son or daughter. Those at the 
university are likely to see something else. We are likely 
to see the University as a central fact, from which thou
sands of lines of force and influence reach out to a multitude 
of young people. To make and retain the personal contact 
with individual students requir:es constant effort, though for-. 
tunately, that effort is being made more and more successfully 
every year. 

Those entrusted with the direction of the University of 
Minnesota know more about the nine thousand nine hundred 
and ninety-nine other universities than they did two weeks 
.ago, and at least fifteen hundred intelligent and sincere women 
fr,om all parts of the state know more about the University· 
as it appears at first hand. 

This is all because the first University Mothers Day has 
come and gone, written into history with a record of more 
splendid success, according to President Coffman, than had 
been predicted for it by those most hopeful of its results and 
most confident that mothers would find the institution every
thing they believed it to be. 

Mothers Day was an "examination" of the most searching 
kind for the establishment to which so many thousand Minne-



~ sota mothe~s send those young people in whom their hope is 
~ wrapped up so completely. At the end of the day, when a 

thousand of those who had visited the campus came together 
for dinner in the Minnesota Union, there was no doubt of the 
mark they had bestowed. Minnesota had "passed" and 
passed high. 

Perhaps the greatest purpose served by Mothers Day at 
the university was that it gave to hundreds of mothers that 
tiny additional impetus that was needed to b~ing them to a 
place they had for long intended to visit. Naturally, every 
mother wishes most eagerly to make a personal visit to the 
college where her son or daughter is preparing mind, soul and 
body for the time when all shall be thrown on thei~ own 
resources. But there are so many routine duties to prevent 
one; it is so hard to bring the wish to a focus and put it into 
effect. There also are so many definite obstacles in the way 
As one dear woman wrote when she sent ~egrets to the dean 
of women, Miss Blitz, "I have my incubator set, also hens
so you understand that I have quite a care on hand just now." 

It is expressing the truth but weakly to say that letters 
showing the keenest interest in University Mothers Day were 
received from every part of Minnesota. A great pile of re
plies, nearly a thousand of them acceptances and hundreds 
of regrets, grew in the office as the responses came in. Be
fore the day itself wore to a close the campus had been visited 
by nearly twice as many mothers as one would have predicted 
the day befo~e. 

WHAT THE ANSWERS TO INVITATIONS SAID 

For the rest, there is no better way of telling how mothers 
felt about the University's invitation than to repeat some of 
their written messages of acceptance or regret. "This seems 
to me one of the most forward steps the Univer.sity has ever 
taken. I shall be pleased to accept." "It is with great pleas
ure that I accept your kind invitation for Saturday, May ro. 
I have often wished to visit the University, but could never 
spare the time." "I think it is a very thoughtf1,1l way of get
ting the mothers better acquainted with the University, and 



----------------

I wish to take this oppor.tunity to thank you heartily for the 
invitation." "It gives me much pleasure to accept the invita
tion extended by President Coffman and the University. I 
deem it a gr.eat privilege to be able to attend a council con
cerning character building and intellectual training, and shall 
look forward to this Mothers Day with much anticipation." 

"Please accept my sincere thanks for the invitation. May 
God bless the mother.s and faculty members by blessing these 
students into His service, in whatever walk of life it may 
please Him to send them," wrote one mother who made good 
her promise to come. 

Such were the letters President Coffman received. In 
every one of them there was the mother feeling, a keen touch 
of appreciation, a r.evelation that mothers, perhaps more than 
any others, understand to the full how much a young person 
can benefit from attendance at a university dominated by the 
best influences and inspired by the highest motives. 

"The invitation the University of Minnesota has extended 
to me as the mother of one of her students has been received," 
one mother wrote. "It affords an oppot:tunity I have desired, 
and I shall be happy to accept. I keenly appreciate the letter 
so fittingly worded by President Coffman. It is an evidence 
to me that my confidence in our fine state institution is justi
fied." Said another, "The movement to get the University 
faculty and parents of the students together seems to me such 
a splendid one that I cannot refrain from congratulating you 
upon getting it started. I feel sure you will receive the hearty 
co-operation of many of the parents, for I feel we all realize 
there is much to be done along the lines suggested by Presi
dent Coffman's letter." Another, "The Univet:sity of Minne
sota has done wonderful things for the state, but the greatest 
is the entertaining of the mothers of her students. I hope 
many will accept, so as to become better acquainted with the 
purpose of the institution. I accept with pleasure." 

It was natural that a good many of the mothers who will 
visit the University at Commencement time in June should 
send regrets. Others lived at too great a distance, though 
some ~arne the length of the state and farther to be present. 
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University Becomes Training Center 
For Callings Necessary To Civilization 

Minneapolis, Minn. 

May 28, 1924 

S
UCH statistics as have been gathered 
show that a great many of those who 
enter a university do so with no very 

definite aim in mind. Large numbers of students who finish 
high school and decide to go on to a university or college de
fine only vaguely the objective at which they are to direct 
their efforts. They wish to become educated, to be univer
sity men or women, but many of them are still in that forma
tive stage at which fixed purposes and ambitions that are 
definite have scarcely begun to make themselves felt. 

It is a principle function of an educational institution to 
point out to young people of this type the broad beaten roads 
through life that they may tread with self respect, based on 
service to others, and the world's approval, arising from 
achievement. The university must make an intensive effort 
to provide these young men and women with the information 
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and advice that will lead them to choose wisely when they illll 
come to select one among the many fields of study. Mis-
fittings must be avoided, as far as possible, and a plentiful 
dash of inspiration and enthusiasm must be injected into those 
who, presumably, have chosen right. 

The fact of the matter is, however, that all the good coun
sel and inspiration in the world will be of little use to a 
student unless the field of study he selects is at hand for him 
to work in. It is at this point that the true value to a state 
of a comprehensive center of learning, such as the University 
of Minnesota, becomes apparent. 

UNIVERSITY SHOWS STUDENT SMALL WORLD 

A series of worlds literally unfolds itself before the fresh-
man who enters the University of Minnesota. Not only from 
the bulletins and the lips of advisers, but thr.ough personal 
contacts and observations he comes to know something of 
the opportunities that await him. Would he be a chemist, 
solving the problems of matter and employing the materials 
of nature to the benefit of mankind? 'Over there stands the 
School of Chemistry. Does the Caduceus of the physician, 
symbolizing service and the relief of suffering, hold the ap
peal that strikes his imagination most strongly? If he can 
meet its standards, the Medical School will swing open its 
doors for his admittance. Is engineering the career to which 
his aptitudes and inclinations seem to have apprenticed him? 
Well, what kind of an engineer would he be? Civil? Elec-
trical? Mechanical? Any of these? Possibly, then, to be 
an engineer trained for railr.oad management or one trained 
in solving community problems of sanitation would attract 
him. In all these and other branches of engineering the U ni
versity of Minnesota stands prepared to equip him for a life's 
work. 

A normal and inevitable growth has brought together on 
the campus of the state university those establishments for 
advanced or professional study which provide specialized 
training for the dominant occupations except the ministry. 
Possibly the complete democrary of a university supported 



by all and open to all who will take the pains to make them
selves ready, ordained the splendid development that has come 
about. It seems to be a principle of American democracy,, 
especially 'in the West, that the state should have the duty of 
training the specialists who shall be at the service of all. 

Just as today one finds a periodical devoted to the inter
ests of every group large enough to provide a subscription 
list, which in turn is a market sufficiently large to give value 
to its advertising space, so there has developed a center of 
training for most of the major occupations for which special
ized preparation of collegiate grade is needed. When the 
need for this training is keen enough, society gradually over
comes the normal checks and restraints of tradition, conserv
atism, critical challenge and hesitancy to spend. Eventually 
those projects in education that are best prove their claims 
to support, and schools are established in which to carry 
them on. 

The freshman at the University of Minnesota can look 
forward to completing a collegiate course in any of twelve 
colleges. These are the College of Science, Literature, and 
the Arts, Medical School, Law School, College of Dentistry, 
College of Pharmacy, School of Mines, College of Engineer
ing and Architecture, School of Chemistry, College of Agri
culture, College of Education, School of Business, and the 
School of Nursing. Inclusion o£ Architecture with Engineer
ing makes the list thirteen instead of twelve. Then there is 
the department of Music, for which the degree is granted by 
the Arts College or the College of Education, but which is 
actually a distinct field of study. The Graduate School adds 
a fifteenth unit to the list, making that number more accurate 
than twelve, even though the school, rather than covering any 
one additional field, extends its activities into them all. 

TRAINING AVAILABLE IN MAIN FIELDS 

The list represents practically all of the accepted major 
study units which universities customarily assign to separate 
colleges. Forestry and Home Economics are grouped with 



Agricultu~e. In reality they add two more fields. The Uni
versity has recently received a $35o,ooo endowment fund, in
terest from which will be used to expand the work in Journal
ism. How this subject shall be organized has not yet been 
decided. 

The relationship between the State and the University 
should give the student a better understanding of his partner
ship in each, a keener regard for the dignity of each and for 
its authority. Up to the time in their lives when they enter 
the University few students have "realised" the state as they 
then come to. In turn, the student's discovery that the Uni
versity is maintained by the common will for the common 
good strengthens his pride in it, and his confidence. 

It is a splendid thing for the young person to come face 
to face with an opportunity to train himself in any of the 
callings that have proved their usefulness so thoroughly that 
education in them has been established by public consent. 
The very fact that society has selected these callings as the 
ones worthy of special attention is an impor.tant commentary 
on life and a lesson in the bases of civilization. The student 
who goes to the University of Minnesota campus with hazy 
purposes and objectives can hardly fail to be stimulated and 
awakened by contact with fellow students who have definite 
aims and are already at work in some chosen field. Those who 
are so fortunate as to have made a decision before matricu
lating need to be awakened, on the other hand, to the remark
able advantages p~ovided for them by the taxpayers of the 
state, advantages that are theirs when they meet the single 
test of proving able to use them. 

If every high school senior in Minnesota could be definitely 
informed as to the fields in which the public sees fit to offer 
advanced education, and could know more than he does of 
the advantages and obstacles that belong with those callings, 
he would be far better prepared to begin his higher education, 
no matter wher.e he might decide to pursue the studies. 
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Public Overestimates Social Activity 
At University, Says Student Council 

Minneapolis, Minn. 

June 4, 1924 

STUDENTS at the University of Min
nesota have made up their minds to 
refute the charge sometimes heard 

that social activities take up a disproportionate amount of 
time among the young men and women in the undergraduate 
body. To this end the All-University Student Council, 
elected by undergraduates as the group which shall repre
sent student influence in matters of general University inter
est, has made public the statement that follows: 

"During the past two years criticisms from various parts 
of the state have reached the ears of the All-University Stu
dent Council of the University of Minnesota that have caused 
this body to investigate the social activities that are carried 
on at this University. Our student body has been charged 
with an over-indulgence in social activities that detracts from 
the academic side of the student's life. To answer this charge, 
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the AU-University Council wishes to remind the people of ~ 
Minnesota of the following facts: ~ 

"z. That all social activities at this University are limited 
to Friday and Saturday nights. 

"2. That this University is composed of approximately 
zo,ooo people, most of whom are normally inclined to engage 
in some social functions. 

"3. That although there are reports of social functions 
that take place at the University of Minnesota every week 
of the school year, different units of the student body take 
part in these activities, and no one unit is affected more than 
once or twice each 'quarter.' 

CRITICS MISINFORMED, SA!YS COUNCIL 

"It is the opinion of the Student Council that the people 
who criticize University students for an over-indulgence in 
social activities have been misinformed. We believe that this 
impression is caused by the fact that newspaper accounts of 
social activities are concentrated in the Sunday papers be
~ause these events come on Friday and Saturday nights and 
the Sunday paper.s have a wide circulation. 

"Yet, readers know that along with these reports of so-
cial functions the press carries accounts of what our-scholars, 
debaters, orators and scientific students are accomplishing. 
Those residents of Minnesota who thor.oughly familiarize 
themselves with the size of the University and the variety of 
its activities realize that the social functions make up a rela
tively small part of University life by comparison with the 
many serious activities that are always going on." 

The student representatives are to be congratulated on 
the stand they have taken, for,. while the criticism has not 
been very widespread nor insistent, it has cropped up from 
time to time. They might have added, perhaps, that in every 
University there are some students who do have a dispro
portionate idea of the importance of social activities, and that 
these take pains to see that the press is fully infox:med on 
activities of that type. 



I 
~ But the facts must be sought on the University of Minne

sota campus, for there the blame or credit for the situation 
must belong. 

What are the facts? 
The very first thing to be remembered is that there are 

a gr.eat many students at the University of Minnesota and 
that these are at an age when parties and dances hold more 
appeal than ever they will again. There is no begging the 
fact that young people are entitled to some social good times. 

Next to be remembered is the fact that among so many 
students there is bound to be a large number of organizations ; 
and the truth is that a very few parties given by any one or
ganization, multiplied by the numbe'r of organizations, makes 
the total number rather large. The point that must not be 
overlooked is this: these affairs are University affairs, but 
very diffe~ent groups of students take part in them. 

Data compiled by the All-University Council show that 
active campus organizations of every description total I59· 
A great many of these devote their time to activities related 
to their studies, such as the language clubs, musical organiza
tions, groups in debate or oratory, and those whose interests 
are in science. Of the whole number, 37 conduct social func
tions each year, and a survey of the usual functions shows 
that there are about 77 in all. During a University year last
ing through thr.ee quarters of eleven weeks each, 33 weeks 
in all, this makes a few more than two such functions a week. 
In every case a group limited in number takes part in these. 

ONLY TEN BIG ANNUAL FUNCTIONS 

During the year there are exactly xo major social func
tions that arouse campus-wide interest and around which the 
lion's share of public mention centers. These are the Senior 
"Prom," Junior Ball, Military Ball, "Common People's" Ball, 
the "M" Banquet, Gopher Dance, All-Senior Dance, All
Junior Dance, All-Sophomore Dance, and All-Freshman 
Dance. It is seldom that more than 300 or 400 persons at
tend any one of these affairs, despite the fact that four of 
them are conducted by an entire class. It is in the columns 



of the student newspaper that they create the principal ex
citement. 

A x:ecent ruling has placed desirable restrictions on the one 
other large class of social functions, those conducted by fra
ternities and sororities. Of the former there are 65 near the 
University campus, of the later z8. Each of these societies 
gives one or two formal dances during each college year. They 
also give occasional informal parties. Despite the number 
of these organizations, all fraternity parties affect only 35 per 
cent of the men, and all sorority parties only 22 per cent of 
the women students. Dividing the pex:centages by the num
ber of the organizations shows that no one affair is likely 
to affect more than one half of one per cent of the men, nor 
much over one per cent of the women. 

The ruling mentioned is that not only the time, but the 
place and the chaperones for all of these gatherings must be 
approved by the Dean of Women, Miss Blitz. 

It would be within the bounds of reason to transfer dis
cussion of social activities to a wholly different field and argue 
that a certain amount of such contact among young men and 
women is a necessary part of their education. Ability tot 
associate pleasantly with others must surely be sought as one 
of the ends of University training. But without going into 
that rather different question, one can see that Minnesota's 
g,ooo or zo,ooo students are by no means kept in a constant 
flurry of preparation for the gayeties of life. There are many 
functions, it is true, but there also are a great many students, 
of whom only a few take part in each event. On the night 
of the biggest of University social affaix:s, the Junior "Prom," 
there will be literally thousands of students in other classes, 
and even juniors, who never give it so much as a thought. 

The sun, shining into a library, reflects dazzlingly from a 
mirror on the walls, not from the backs of the gr.eat books, 
and the person whom the beam momentarily blinds does not 
rl)ndemn the library. 
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Adult Student Must Bite Into Studies 
Minnesota Extension Head Declares 

Minneapolis, Minn. 

June II, 1924 

M ANY thousands of Minnesotans are 
thoroughly familiar with the ex-
tension teaching done by the Uni

versity of Minnesota through its General Extension Division 
because they have had actual contacts with it, either in night 
classes or correspondence study. There are thousands more 
whom the division has touched through its lecture and lyceum 
bureau and community service. 

No only these, but the many other Minnesotans who have, 
perhaps, no more than a vague understanding of the work 
done by an Extension Division, will find interesting material 
in an address delivered recently by Dr. R. R. Price, director 
of the division, who spoke as president at the annual con
ference of the National University Extension Association. 
Part of the address was given over to a description of the 
actual results in education of the individual that are obtained 
from extension study. 
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"University extension is interested in adult education not 
so much from the standpoint of diseminating general informa
tion as from the standpoint of actual instruction in organized 
and consecutive courses of college grade," he said. "It may 
be well to consider here what are the objects of adult educa
tion. According to my experience the adult seeking Univer
sity extension courses has in mind one or more of three possi
bl~ objects to be obtained through the medium of these 
courses. 

THREE OBJECTS OF EXTENSION STUDY 

"Very many of these adults seek through study and 
through attendance on classes to acquire vocational or pro
fessional skill leading to economic improvement or to pro
fessional advancement, or betterment of social and vocational 
status. This is an economic motive. 

"The second large class of extension students is moved 
by what might be called sublimated curiosity, a craving to 
know, an interest in things in general. Through courses in 
Science, Art, Literature, Mathematics, Philosophy, History 
these people seek an acquaintance with the natur.e, history 
and development of Man, his institutions, and the world 
in which he lives. They are simply following the deeply 
planted instinctive desire to know. 

"Another large group is moved by what we generally call 
the desire for culture. Persons of this class select courses that 
lead to enlargement of life, to the growth of appreciation and 
discrimination and capacity, to the enhancement of the joy 
and vigor of living. They are eager to have a part in 'the 
abundant life.' These take courses because they wish to ex
pand, to attain as nearly as possible the limit of their poten
tialities, to fill out the whole circle of their latent powers. 
They are not so much interested in economic improvement 
or in the craving to know as they are in the spiritual exalta
tion and satisfaction which come with the expansion of 
powers. 

"All classes of people in all stages of the preparation should 
find somewhere, under the direction of some agency, the op
portunity for pursuing education after the days of the con-



~ ventional or regular schooling are over. Here lies the oppor
tunity not only for a University extension division, but also 
for the Y.M.C.A., the Public Library, Knights of Columbus, 
Women's clubs and similar organizations. University exten
sion is interested in teaching courses of college or University 
grade with college or University standards. When we are 
discussing these other educational agencies, and also when 
we begin to review the practical possibilities of the use of 
the radio, motion pictur.es and the phonograph for supple
menting other means of instruction, we are impelled to 
analyze somewhat carefully the differences between the ac
quisition of general knowledge or information and construc
tive study leading to some form of scholarship. 

"Since there is some confusion in the public mind on this 
point, a clear distinction should be drawn in the interest of 
clear thinking between two methods of acquiring knowledge 
and between the results to be expected from the use of each 
of these two methods. 

"In a sense it is true that a man is educated by everything 
he does and by all of his experiences. Every reaction to his 
environment educates a man. Every response he makes to 
the stimuli of his social and physical surroundings educates 
him. But using the term in its usual sense, knowledge is or
dinarily obtained in two different ways. One of these ways 
may be called getting information, and the other getting 
education. 

ABSORPTION VERSUS MASTERY 

"There is :first of all what I may call a passive or receptive 
attitude toward the acquisition of information or knowledge. 
A good example of this may be found in the general ideas 
and desultory information to be obtained through popular 
lectures, the radio, moving pictures and the like. There is 
no question that by the use of these methods, a man may be
come well informed. Popular reading courses as prescribed 
by public libraries and by the Federal Bureau of Education 
will fall under this category. A man by listening to popular 
lectures either in the presence of the speaker or over the radio, 
by attentively watching moving pictures and by carefully 



reading well-selected newspapers and magazines will un- · j 
doubtedly acqui~e a large fund of general information and ~ 
will be in touch with the current topics of the day. 

"Certainly a man will widen the horizon of his mind and 
measurably cease to be parochial in his mental attitudes and 
opinions if he pursues such a course diligently. I do not wish 
to speak in derogation of this method of acquiring knowledge, 
but let me say here emphatically that it is not study. . This 
is simply the passive acceptance of whatever scattering, dis
connected and sporadic bits of knowledge may come one's 
way without any effo~t to coordinate or direct or control the 
matter or to have in mind any specific goal. There is no 
girding up of the mental loins, no tensing of the intellectual 
muscles, no determined grappling with a difficulty until mas
tery is achieved. This method will give superficial knowledge 
of many things, but it will not key up the mind, sharpen the 
intellect, or give mastery of scientific processes of reasoning. 

"On the other hand, the second method, what I will call 
active study, is a totally different thing. It implies an as
similative, or aggressive, or totally constructive method of 
attacking a subject. This method does not merely allow 
mental material to impinge on the surface of the mind. It 
reaches forth and grapples with ideas. It labors over them, 
wrestles with them, stubbornly fuses them in the alembic of 
the brain, coordinates the material, organizes it, and finally 
assimilates it. This is what is implied in actual study of a 
subject as distinguished from merely getting information 
about it. The one method gives mastery, the other super
ficial knowledge. Study implies struggle, uneasiness and rest
lessness of mind, the search for a solution of perplexities. It 
results in the enlargement of the imagination and the definite 
strengthening of the mental powers. 

"Both of these methods have their merits and their proper 
place in the scheme of things. It is with the second, however, 
that University extension has primarily to do. The develop
ment of men who can think, who can reason, who can con
centrate upon a problem, is not to be attained through short 
cuts, th~ough easy methods, or through discursive reading. 
Of course, it cannot be denied that these two methods often 
merge into one another. Nevertheless there is a clear dis
tinction in the intellectual processes involved." 
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Commencement Is Campus Harvest Season 
When World Sees Outcome of Year's Toil 

Minneapolis, Minn. 

June r8, 1924 

M ORE than at any other time of year, 
a University reveals itself at the 
Commencement period. Commence

ment is the harvest season, not without its touch of the an
nual fair which accompanies or follows the harvest. The 
year's work is over. The task is done. The crop has been 
gathered. Rewards ar.e ready for those who merit them. 
These things are among the externals of the period. 

Only a seer could reveal what goes on in the hearts of the 
thousand and more young persons who receive degrees indi
cating that their formal education has been completed. Their 
inward attitudes toward the event and the new world to 
which it is the door undoubtedly are vastly more interesting 
and important than the evidence of work finished and award 
bestowed that greet the eye. 

But there is much among the externals of Commence
ment time that holds significance. This year, for example, 
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one who browsed about the University of Minnesota campus 4 

would learn that in the Medical School and the School of ~ 
Business, both of them fields chiefly occupied by men, a 
woman is carrying off the highest honors. In the latter school 
Miss Ruth Bach, who heads the class, has done work approxi
mately two and one half times as good as that required for 
graduation, if formal marks are taken as the basis of j~dgment. 

A University rule provides that the grade of "C" carries 
with it one honor point; that of "B", two honor points; that 
of "A", the highest ma~k, three. For graduation the average 
requirement is 180 credits and an equal number of honor 
points. This student, at the end of her sophomore year, when 
she had had time to acquire only 95 credits, had won 244 honor 
points, 64 more than are necessary fo~ graduation when a stu
dent has enough credi,ts. When she began the final quarter 
of her senior year in April she had acquired 418 honor points, 
an astounding total. 

Miss Hulda Thelander, standing at the head of a class of 
more than 50 who will r.eceive the M.B. degree from the Med
ical School, is reputed to have the highest grades that have 
been won by any student in seven years. Not that the time 
has been taken to make a comparative rating of the classes 
graduated for seven years. Her instructors, however, agree 
that she is entitled to the desc~iption as it has been given, and 
no challenging voices have been raised. 

It is discoveries such as these that one may come on as the 
Commencement season nears. 

LONE GRADUATE FIRST IN NEW GROUP 

Suppose, for example, that one set out to find a graduate 
who was prepared in some field for which the University of 
Minnesota had not previously provided a recruit. Presently 
he would find one. A few years ago students were given the 
privilege of selecting physical ~ducation for men as a major 
subject of study, leading to the degree Bachelor of Science 
from the College of Education. This year the student who 
began that work when it was first started would be ready for 
graduation. There is just one of him, but he r.epre~ents the 
beginning of a new service. He is Fred Pramann of South 



Haven. No doubt there are parallels to this case in other col
leges, students prepared in a new field of service. But the ex
ample given illustrates the point. 

Those who are especially interested in the welfare of the 
young and in proper educational opportunities and sound in
struction for children, if they looked over the graduation lists, 
would see that the University of Minnesota is sending out 
more graduates from its College of Education this year than 
fr.om any other of its main divisions. These are young men 
and women, well grounded in cultural studies during their first 
two years, who chose to follow the special lines of work laid 
down for those who wish to enter the teaching profession ade
quately prepared to be instructors in secondary schools or to 
take supervisory positions. 

ACADEMIC CLASS IS SECOND LARGEST 

Next in number of graduates after the College of Educa
tion comes the College of Science, Literature, and the Arts. 
This college has by far the greatest number of first year stu
dents, but by the time the senior year has been reached its 
numbers have been cut by hundreds who are diverted by spe
cialization into the College of Education, the School of Busi
ness, the College of Dentistry, the Medical School, and the 
Law School. 

In the group, always large, who pursue the cultur.al studies 
throughout the entire four years of their University life, are 
those who find in those studies the satisfaction and fulfillment 
which they seek. For them the economic motive in seeking 
an education may be less keen; the desire for broadened cul
tur.e and sharper development of the esthetic appreciation of 
life and art is more nearly dominant. Some of them have 
careers already assured, wherefore they set out to improve 
themselves as individuals rather than to polish themselves as 
workmen. Yet, even in this group, there is a considerable ele
ment that may be called professional. These are the young 
men and women who plan to enter college teaching and who 
remain in the Arts College to devote themselves to a specialty 
in which they will continue as graduate students. 



Paradoxically, the Medical School, which this year prom
ises to graduate the third largest number of students will 
turn out only one third as many doctors as. it does grad~ates. 
This is because the doctor's degree is granted only to medical 
students who have done a year's work as hospital internes 
after completing the class~oom and laboratory work of the six 
years college course. Out of approximately 170 men and 
women listed to receive medical degrees more than 100 will 
be given the preparatory degree, Bachelor of Medicine. These 
will enter hospitals for the year. of internship. Those who 
receive the M.D. degree at this time were given the M.B. a 
year ago. The fact that the Medical School operates the year 
around and graduates a considerable number with the doc
tor's degree at the close of the fall quar.ter also reduces the 
number of June doctorates. 

Eventually, when Minnesota has the Auditorium, which 
with the Stadium is to be built from subscriptions of nearly 
$x,8oo,ooo that have been made by students. alumni, faculty 
members and friends, Commencement will become an even 
more impressive season that it is now. Space limitations in 
the present Armory restrict the number of guests, even of 
members of the family, who can be invited to attend the ex
ercises. In the new building, also, the surroundings will be 
far more in keeping with the serious and impressive nature of 
University graduation exercises. For, in spite of the peren
nial bale of jokes at the expense of the sweet girl graduate, the 
stammering valedictorian, and the "young alumnus remaking 
the universe", the exit of young men and women from the 
college campus into the streets of life is both a serious and 
an important event. It marks, at least, the annual completion 
of the best effort Society has yet learned to make toward the 
replenishment of skilled hands, trained minds and high pur
poses in the callings that are necessary to the progress of 
civilization. 


