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Site Location

The former Hamm’s Brewery and Swede Hollow Park 
are located just northeast of downtown St. Paul.  The 
area of interest is bounded by East Seventh Street 
on the south, Payne Avenue on the west, Minnehaha 
Avenue on the north, and Greenbriar Street on the 
east.

The brewery is situated adjacent to an industrial 
corridor that runs east and west across the city.  The 
area has seen business and industry come and go over 
the years.  In addition to the brewery operation, other 
large employers Whirlpool and 3M have moved their 
manufacturing business elsewhere.  

This has had a deleterious impact on the 
neighborhoods which once housed employees of 
these companies.  As a result of employment leaving 
the community, those workers have moved out of 
the neighborhood and the older housing stock has 
suffered from a lack of maintenance and deteriorating 
conditions.  A number of small single-family homes 
were converted to duplexes increasing the wear and 
tear on the buildings.  A signifi cant number of historic 
homes and businesses have been razed after standing 
vacant for a number of years or failing to sustain 
viable occupants.

The impact of a post-industrial economy on the built 
landscape is particularly apparent on the east side of 
St. Paul.  Where manufacturing has vacated, pollution, 
isolated parcels, and oversized infrastructure 
remained.  Vast tracts of land sliced through 
communities fraying the economic and social fabric.  

As many manufacturers have left the area, much of 
the land to the south and northeast of the site has 
been reclaimed for parks and natural areas.  The 
Bruce Vento Regional Trail runs north-south through 
Swede Hollow Park connecting to the Bruce Vento 
Nature Sanctuary along the Mississippi River north to 
Lake Phalen and the Gateway Trail.

Signifi cant reinvestment has been made to revitalize 
the industrial corridor.  A four-lane road, the Phalen 
Boulevard, was built along the east-west rail corridor 
connecting Interstate 35E on the west to Johnson 
Parkway south of Lake Phalen on the east.  The 
St. Paul Port Authority has been working to bring 
new light industrial manufacturing to remediated 
brownfi elds along the route.

The recent investment along Phalen Boulevard north 
of the site and additions to the park and trail system 
have been positive economic and social elements that 
have helped to stabilize and reorient the direction 
of the community.  The neighborhoods have been 
historically diverse, and maintaining that diversity 
while fostering economic growth and attracting capital 
investment is important to the community. 

In this greater context, Swede Hollow Park and 
the former Hamm’s Brewery complex possess the 
potential to provide additional economic and quality 
of life enhancements for the area.  The proximity to 
downtown St. Paul and major transportation corridors 
along with park and trail connectivity position the site 
well to attract more users and investment.

However, the site’s long history, natural topographic 
constraints, and area demographics pose challenges 
for reuse of the brewery and addition of amenities in 
the park.  There are active neighborhood groups with 
well-defi ned values and opinions about what should or 
should not happen on the site that need to be included 
in any decisions about changes in the area.

This project was designed to work within the existing 
conditions and incorporate stakeholder values 
while identifying opportunities for deliberate design 
interventions that respect and refl ect the unique 
qualities of the site.
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How do you preserve the inherent, 
unique qualities of a site while 
increasing access, enhancing the 
aesthetic experience, and improving 
ecological integrity?

How do you interpret the history 
of a post-industrial and post-urban 
site?

A Unique Sense of Place

This project explores a site near downtown Saint 
Paul where a vacant brewery sits adjacent to a 
wooded ravine that was once the site of an immigrant 
settlement and is now a city park.

The fi rst goal of the project was to understand what 
the unique, inherent qualities are that comprise this 
place.  Then the inquiry sought to understand how 
those elements contribute to user experiences and 
attachment to this particular place.

Through the course of study of the site, a number 
of opportunities were identifi ed that may enhance 
aspects of the site including increasing access to the 
park and brewery complex, providing new pathways 
and trails to allow users to venture into areas of 
the park that are currently diffi cult to access, and 
improving the hydrology, plant communities and 
wildlife habitat in the park.

The approach taken with these interventions sought 
to place them in the landscape in such a way as to 
minimally disturb the existing character of the place 
while providing new opportunities for visitors to 
experience the unique, inherent qualities already 
present in Swede Hollow Park and Hamm’s Brewery.

The central design challenge for this project was to 
fi nd a way to improve the infrastructure to attract 
more activity to the area while maintaining some of 
the “abandoned” and isolated qualities that make this 
place unique and compelling. 

Swede Hollow Park and the adjacent Hamm’s Brewery 
are places that have persisted and changed over time.  
The traces of history are a signifi cant part of what 
contributes to defi ning the unique sense of place of the 
site.

However, the brewery complex is no longer an active 
industrial site.  Beer was last produced in 1997, 
and there are no plans to reinstate major brewing 
operations there.  Much of the infrastructure needed to 
support those activities has been dismantled, and the 
land use trend is toward light industrial, commercial, 
institutional, and residential uses.

Swede Hollow was home to many new immigrant 
communities from the late 1800’s through the 
1950’s.  Over 1,000 people were counted living in 
the hollow in the 1900 census.  However, the hollow 
was never served by city sewer, water, or roads, and 
the last family was evicted from the site in 1956.  
The remaining homes were burned by the city fi re 
department and the valley was used as a dump site for 
roadway construction debris virtually eradicating any 
trace of the former community in Swede Hollow.

This project sought ways to respect and reveal the 
vital human history of the park and the brewery.  
Subtle and not-so-subtle traces of human activity do 
exist in the park, and the brewery retains elements 
that speak to its industrial heritage.  Preservation of 
these remnants was an important focus of the project.  
Restoration activities can maintain the integrity of 
these features while allowing natural processes to 
continue to have a dynamic impact on the site. 
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Land Use and Zoning

The site of interest is bounded by two local commercial 
streets – East Seventh Street on the south, and 
Payne Avenue on the west.  Although these corridors 
have struggled economically, they have continued to 
be centers for locally owned businesses for over 100 
years.  The recent addition of the Phalen Boulevard 
to the north of the site has brought new business and 
industry to the area.  Health Partners built a large 
campus near 35E, and the St. Paul Port Authority has 
assisted new light industrial manufacturers locating 
along the boulevard and in the Williams Hill business 
park at the west end of the new road.

The City of Saint Paul’s 2030 Comprehensive Plan 
shows no signifi cant change in land uses surrounding 
Swede Hollow Park.  Residential densities may 
increase, but the current combination of older housing 
stock, vacant properties, and low-income multifamily 
housing may deter redevelopment in adjacent 
neighborhoods.

To the north and east of Hamm’s Brewery, the former 
Minnesota Mining and Manufacturing (3M) campus 
is being actively marketed and new commercial and 
light industrial uses are expected to occupy the site.  
The neighborhood would like to see some mixed use 
including residential and retail along the East Seventh 
Street Corridor.

The City currently owns the brewery complex south of 
Minnehaha Avenue.  For the past fi ve years, they have 
been working with the Asian Pacifi c Cultural Center 
on a plan to occupy a portion of the brewery complex.  
The APCC hopes to provide a destination to discover 
the many aspects of Asian-Pacifi c heritage including 
dance, theater, art, cooking, and history.

Finding additional tenants for the brewery buildings 
has been diffi cult for the city.  The buying power of the 
local community is fairly low, and the infrastructure 
improvements necessary for the reuse of the site are 

costly.  Although the neighborhood has supported the 
location of the Asian Pacifi c Cultural Center on the 
site, that organization has struggled to fi nd suffi cient 
fi nancial support to pursue the renovations they desire 
in order to occupy the facility.  

There are a number of business associations in the 
adjacent communities:  Payne-Arcade Business 
Association, Phalen Boulevard Business Association, 
and the larger East Side Area Business Association.  
Along with Neighborhood Planning Districts 2, 4, and 
5 and the St. Paul Port Authority, these organizations 
have sought to stabilize the local economy by 
supporting existing businesses and attracting new 
operations to the area.

However, the area may be considered “transitional.”  
There are a large number of rental properties and the 
resulting high turnover rate of residents has had an 
impact on the stability of the neighborhoods and the 
operations of the local schools.

There are also issues with the perception of crime 
in the area.  The park’s depressed topography and 
the vacant brewery buildings contribute to a feeling 
of insecurity which has made the park feel unsafe 
for many users and decreased the demand for new 
amenities or investment in the park.  It is not viewed 
as a place to linger for long, and a majority of users are 
cyclists who pass through the park quickly.

Proposals for the reuse of the brewery and changes 
to the park need to fi t within the greater context of 
the surrounding neighborhoods and business climate.  
However, this area is located very close to major 
transportation corridors and downtown St. Paul, and 
could become a regional destination with improved 
access and desirable programming. 
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Connections and Stakeholders

The Hamm’s brewery and Swede Hollow Park are 
located in the Dayton’s Bluff and Payne-Phalen 
neighborhoods of St. Paul.  Both of these communities 
have been designated as targets for special investment 
by the city and Mayor’s offi ce due to the high rates 
of foreclosures.  However, both neighborhoods have 
active community groups and residents committed to 
the stability and sustainability of their residential and 
business districts.

The Friends of Swede Hollow Park (FOSH) organized 
in 1994 as a group of neighbors “committed to 
preserving, protecting, restoring, [and] improving 
Swede Hollow Park.”  Many of the members have been 
involved since the 1970’s when the park was in its 
early stages of development.  

The FOSH and the adjacent communities have a 
number of ideas for long-range improvements in the 
park which include:

restoration of the native plant and wildlife • 
communities
providing a place for environmental education and • 
art
restoring a “permanent” water source for the creek• 
repairing and maintaining existing walls, tunnels, • 
and former railroad infrastructure
installing unobtrusive markers on historic sites• 

They would also like to see the brewery buildings 
occupied and a connection to the park reestablished.  
Restaurants, shops, and housing are desired 
tenants.  The neighborhood is supportive of the Asian 
Pacifi c Cultural Center’s proposal for the reuse and 
rehabilitation of some of the brewery buildings.

Metropolitan State University’s St. Paul campus is 
located adjacent to the south end of the park.  The 
campus master plan calls for eventual expansion to 
the northeast of their current facilities.  However, 

the campus is largely oriented towards the river 
and downtown St. Paul rather than the park.  This 
is partly due to the steep topography of the Swede 
Hollow ravine making direct access to the park 
problematic.  If access were improved, the park 
could become a more valued asset for students and 
employees of the university.

There are also a number of historic and new homes 
sited directly on the edge of the park.  Private back 
yards abut the park boundary and drop off steeply 
into the valley on both the east and west sides of the 
park.  Adding public access along the park slopes could 
protect the privacy of homeowners if pathways were 
located about 30 feet downslope.  

Four city council ward boundaries converge near the 
site requiring collaboration between neighborhoods 
and council members to address issues that are not 
easily captured within defi ned political jurisdictions.

Enhancements made in the park and redevelopment 
proposals for the brewery will have impacts on 
immediate neighbors but may also draw users 
from across the city and from other communities.  
Engagement with the numerous stakeholders is 
important to ensure that any interventions are 
sustainable in the short and long term.

This project’s proposal to increase access and 
circulation within the park, provide additional 
amenities for park users, enhance the natural systems, 
and make new connections between the park and 
brewery is intended to bolster the site’s status and 
prepare it for increased user activity as the brewery 
buildings are reoccupied and adjacent neighborhoods 
grow and prosper.
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Swede Hollow Park and Hamm’s Brewery are situated 
in a unique setting shaped by physical and cultural 
forces over many years.  The natural topography 
created both opportunities and constraints.  The 
hydrology provided an early power source for mills, 
and the easy grade was utilized by railroads headed 
north from St. Paul.

The early orientation of the city towards the river 
created a street grid at odds with the later orthogonal 
orientation.  This was further complicated by the 
topography resulting in a collision of circulation 
patterns at the site.  Complicated routes and bridging 
systems were required to solve the challenges of the 
topography and serve multiple transportation modes.

Urbanization and industrialization also dramatically 
altered the native vegetation and hydrologic systems.  
The area was once oak savannah and oak woodland 
with some fl oodplain forest plant communities along 
the valley fl oors.  Streams once fl owed from the 
northern lakes to the Mississippi River providing 
continuous aquatic habitat.  These water courses are 
now diverted through extensive sewer systems buried 
in the valley fl oor with just a few storm water outlets 
daylighted in the park.

Aerial 
photograph, 
1940
E. Seventh and 
E. Third Streets 
running 
diagonally

Aerial 
photograph, 
1923
E. Seventh St. 
running 
diagonally

Aerial 
photograph, 
1957
Mississippi 
River visible at 
bottom

Aerial 
photograph, 
2009
Interstate 94 
and Lafayette 
bridge visible

Swede Hollow 
Park, 2009
E. Seventh 
Street (east), 
Payne Ave. 
(West)

Site Context

Intersection 
of topography 
and street 
grids
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Physical History

Swede Hollow was created by glacial meltwater prior 
to the formation of the Mississippi River gorge.  The 
glacial runoff cut through layers of limestone and 
sandstone forming a valley that is presently over 100 
feet deep in places.  Steep slopes and erosion have 
created places where sandstone bedrock is exposed.  
There are also areas of Platteville-Glenwood limestone 
(a bedrock layer above the St. Peter sandstone) visible 
near the brewery complex. 

According to the NRCS soil survey of Ramsey County, 
there are four soil types in the study area; two 
found within the park and two on the upper bluff 
areas.  Along the valley fl oor, the soil classifi cation is 
Udorthents, wet substratum (map unit 1027).  Slopes 
are between 0-6 percent and the depth to water table 
is typically 80 inches.  This soil type runs linearly 
north-south along the drainage channel.

The side slopes of the valley are Dorerton-Rock outcrop 
complex, with slopes ranging from 25 to 65 percent 
(map unit 1819F).  Rock outcrops may be found in 
approximately 15 percent of the area.  Depth to 
bedrock is only about fi ve feet.

However, over time, the valley slopes have been 
“amended” with construction debris and other 
materials as the hollow was a convenient dumping 
ground.  These materials may have helped to slow 
erosion but may also have covered areas of exposed 
sandstone and limestone outcroppings.

Uplands to the northwest and southeast of the valley 
(elevations above 800 feet) are comprised of Urban 
land-Chetek complex soils on 3 to 15 percent slopes 
(map unit 858C).  These soils have a high capacity to 
transmit water and are generally found on outwash 
plains.

Swede Hollow is one of the relatively few areas in the 
central twin cities with signifi cant topographic relief.  Topographic model (5’Contour interval) with aerial photo

Elevations vary from a 20 foot change in the north end 
of the park to nearly 100 feet at the middle and south 
end.  The eastern slope is thirty to eighty feet higher 
than the western edge. 
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Sanborn Maps from 1903-1904
and 2008 Aerial Photo

Sanborn Maps from 1885-1888
and 2008 Aerial Photo
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Cultural History

Sanborn Maps from 1939
and 2008 Aerial Photo

Sanborn Maps from 1951
and 2008 Aerial Photo

Historic Settlement Patterns

Although over 1,000 people lived in the hollow at one 
time, scant evidence remains of this once thriving 
community.

Shanties were rough construction with no basements 
or much of a foundation.  Thus, no traces remain of the 
front porches and thresholds to these dwellings.  

Signifi cant storm water infrastructure has been placed 
along the bottom of the ravine redirecting the water 
fl ow and erasing traces of old footbridges.
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Site Conditions

There are several vantage points throughout the park 
with the view varying depending on the season due 
to dense canopy cover.  The overlook from the Upper 
Swede Hollow Park at the site of the former Hamm 
Mansion is largely obscured by vegetation.  However, 
views of the State Capitol can be seen from areas to 
the north and west of that location.

The rooftops of the Hamm Brewery are nearly level 
with Upper Swede Hollow Park.  They are also 
situated farther north and slightly west providing 
sightlines down the valley and across Railroad Island 
towards downtown St. Paul where the skyline, the 
State Capital, and the Cathedral are visible.

There are no areas within the park that allow a 
full view from the north to south end.  The bend at 
North Street effectively divides the sightlines of the 
park.  Additionally, the alignment of the path and the 
topography create ever-changing views particularly 
along the eastern path.

As mentioned above, most areas of the park are not 
visible from the streets at the edge.  This creates a 
sense of isolation that can be either enjoyed or lead to 
a feeling of insecurity. 

There are two main pathways that join to create a 
half-mile loop through the park.  The western pathway 
follows the alignment of the former St. Paul & Duluth 
railway and is a segment of the Bruce Vento Regional 
Trail.  The grade is gradual and the alignment fairly 
straight with gradual curves.  The eastern pathway 
follows the base of the eastern slope along the creek 
and has more signifi cant ups, downs, and curves.

There are four entrances to the park.  The East 
Seventh Street trailhead brings visitors into the 
park from the south.  From the west, a steep tunnel 
entrance brings visitors on foot or bicycle from Drewry 
Avenue off of Payne Avenue.  A pedestrian staircase 

runs from Upper Swede Hollow Park and Bates 
Avenue down to the upper pool and Hollow Henge art 
feature on the east side.  A quarter-mile to the north 
is the new East Side Heritage Park trailhead which 
provides parking, picnic facilities and restrooms.

A creek once fl owed through the valley, and efforts 
have been made to reestablish water in the park.  
Water fl ow to “Phalen Creek” was supplied by bottle 
washing operations at the brewery until operations 
ceased.  Currently, there are three storm water inlets 
that contribute surface runoff to the “Phalen Creek” 
and two storm water outlets that drain overfl ow 
waters to the Mississippi River.  There is also 
signifi cant buried sewer infrastructure with manhole 
access throughout the valley fl oor.

There are three areas where water pools along the 
drainage channel – the upper pool; the middle pool; 
and the lower pool.  Storm water inlets and outlets 
are located south of the middle pool except for the 
source area drain inlet that consists of runoff from 
three parking lots.  There are ongoing problems with 
sedimentation, widely varying water fl ows, and water 
quality issues.

Groundwater seeps emerge from the base of the 
eastern slope where a layer of permeable sandstone 
bedrock transitions into a confi ning layer of limestone 
directing fl ow laterally to the west.  This has created 
hazardous conditions on the lower trail, particularly in 
winter.

There are several “thresholds” in the park - areas 
where there is a strong visual and experiential 
transition.  Most striking is where the Hamm’s 
Brewery maintains a signifi cant presence at the 
northern end of the park.  Its red brick facades thrust 
into view, capturing sunlight and drawing the eye like 
a magnet to the vast crenellated walls.
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The immensity and starkness of utilitarian industrial 
infrastructure – factory buildings, smokestacks, 
bridges, swaths of concrete in parking lots and 
roadways, huge underground vaults for sewers – can 
be fascinating and the images and feelings that are 
evoked when these enormous elements are abandoned 
can be both compelling and overwhelming.  They 
appear as monuments to a past ambition that involved 
people and processes and vast economic and physical 
systems.  

One of the compelling aspects of abandoned industrial 
sites is the process and pace of degradation of built 
infrastructure by natural forces.  Wind and water 
erode material and vegetation gains a foothold in the 
resulting cracks.  Metals corrode, beams rot, bricks 
become friable.  

The former brewery has outwardly visible signs 
of disrepair, but it’s structural integrity is largely 
intact.   However, some aspects of its decay could be 
retained to reveal its long history if they are stabilized.  
Preserving the brick and sandstone features while 
rehabilitating the interior will allow this historic 
industrial complex to once again contribute to the local 
economy.

Hamm’s Brewery

West facade Carpenter shop West facade

North facade 
(Minnehaha 
Ave.)

Power plant 

Freight 
elevator

Window wellRetaining wall 
(south edge of 
brewery)

Passageway 
from 
Minnehaha Ave.

Wash house

Grain dryer

Grain dryer
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The brewery was located in the Phalen Creek valley at 
the site of artesian wells in the 1860’s.  Andrew Keller 
operated the Excelsior Brewery until he defaulted 
on a loan resulting in a transfer of ownership to 
Theodore Hamm.  By 1885, the brewery had expanded 
its workforce and capacity and was producing 
40,000 barrels a year.  Thirty years later, just prior 
to prohibition, the brewery was producing 600,000 
barrels a year.  The business survived the years of 
prohibition by producing soft drinks and non-alcoholic 
beer.  The brewery remained in the Hamm family for 
100 years.

Production continued to increase until World War II, 
when the allocation of resources slowed the brewery 
down.   Between 1946 and 1954 a major expansion 
effort took place at a cost of $16,000,000, and in 
1952 the plant had expanded to cover twenty acres, 
increased its employees to 1,300 and its production to 
1,500,000 barrels a year.

In 1965, with Hamm’s celebrating its 100th year as 
a family-owned business, the brewery was now the 
8th largest in the nation, selling 3,800,000 barrels in 
1964. Family members were ready to diversify their 
investments, and a buyer for the brewery was sought. 

History of the Brewery

North facade,
1946

Main entrance 
on Minnehaha 
Ave., 1935

Festive brewery, 
1900

Brewery and 
rail line, 1910

Original 
brewery 1875

Malt plant and 
rail, 1935

Installing 
tanks in the 
stock house, 
1947

Fermentation 
building, 1955

Minnehaha 
Ave. bridge and 
brewery 1938

Swede Hollow 
with Hamm 
mansion and 
brewery on the 
horizon, 1900

St. Paul Mills, 
1885

Aerial view of 
the brewery 
grounds,
1951
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Heublein, Inc. bought the brewery for $65 million. 
After two consecutive years of losses, the brewery 
again was sold.  A group of Hamm’s distributors 
bought the brewery for $10.4 million in October 1973. 
This operation was under-capitalized and was forced 
to sell. A family-owned West Coast brewery, Olympia 
Brewing Company, bought the brewery for $13.7 
million. They operated the plant from 1975-1983. The 
fi nal buyer was Pabst Brewing Company, who bought 
the brewery in 1983. In 1983 Pabst traded the plant 
to Stroh’s for a Stroh’s plant in Tampa, Florida. After 
producing Stroh’s for fourteen years, in the fall of 
1997, the brewery ceased production.

In February of 1998, the St. Paul Port Authority 
announced its plans to raze the brewery and build 
an industrial park. However, in the midst of the 
controversy this provoked, a real-estate investor’s offer 
for the entire brewery complex was accepted. 

His plans for the site were for a light manufacturing 
and warehouse business in the buildings north of 
Minnehaha Avenue. In late 2001 the grain elevators 
and other structures at the north end of the property 
were razed. 

History of the Brewery

Finished beer 
tanks, 1938

Open wood 
fermenters, 
1938

Bottling 
facility, 1938

Cooperage, 1910Filling casks, 
1937

Bottling line, 
1910

Aging cellar, 
1938

Testing lab, 
1955

Yeast 
propogation, 
1948

Theodore 
Hamm, 1880

Mr. Figge, 
Brew Master, 
1933

Theodore 
Hamm and 
his employees, 
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South facades

Aerial view 
with date of 
construction

North 
facades

East facades

West facades

Preservation and Reuse

In 2002, the mayor of St. Paul launched an initiative 
to add 5,000 new housing units to the city’s residential 
stock.  As the east side was his former legislative 
district, he was particularly interested utilizing the 
historic brewery buildings south of Minnehaha Avenue 
for new apartments and condominiums.  The city’s 
Housing and Redevelopment Authority purchased the 
buildings.  However, no development proposals have 
been successful and today the brewery stands vacant.

In 2005, the Asian Pacifi c Cultural Center began a 
capital campaign to purchase the brewery buildings 
to house a theater and classrooms.  They would 
only occupy three of the buildings so several of the 
remaining structures could be used for artist housing, 
studio-workshops, or offi ce space.

Reuse studies and public meetings have been 
conducted over the past decade.  However, no proposals 
are likely to move forward until the economy improves.  
The city is now simply trying to stabilize the buildings 
and protect them from vandalism.  It may be a while 
until this historic area becomes activated again.  Now 
is a great time to continue to envision its possibilities.
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As the brewery currently sits vacant, there is no 
access from Minnehaha Avenue into the park.  The 
brewery is surrounded by an eight-foot high chain link 
fence topped with barbed wire with coils of razor wire 
situated at the base of the fence.

Once the brewery becomes reoccupied, there are 
opportunities for access into the park from street level 
along the intricate brick facade.  There is a steep grade 
that fl ows into a level, open area - the largest in the 
park.  This interface can become a gathering place for 
park users and brewery tenants.

The interior of the brewery has several narrow 
alleyways that open into slightly larger areas toward 
the center of the complex.  The southernmost building 
was destroyed by fi re several years back, but the outer 
wall has been stabilized leaving a three-sided space 
open to the sky.

Signifi cant cleanup and remediation is required 
before these spaces can be inhabited, but they have 
the potential to become lively, interesting places.  The 
unique siting of the brewery adjacent to the park also 
provides opportunities to interpret the industrial and 
natural aspects of the site.

Fifth floor 
skyway between 
the stock 
houses

Remaining 
outer wall of 
the Carpenters 
shop (burned 
2005)

Entrance from 
Minnehaha Ave. 
looking south

Park and 
Brewery - 
winter

Park and 
brewery - 
summer

Minnehaha 
Avenue 
Entrance 
(looking 
north)

Interior 
facades

Ramp down 
to park level

Conveyors 
from the 
bottling 
house

Preservation and Reuse
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Since the brewery has been vacant for more than 
a decade, pioneering vegetation has established 
a foothold in and around the old industrial 
infrastructure.  This resurgence of nature has blurred 
the line somewhat between the “natural” and man-
made areas of the site.

The tension between vegetation/water/natural forces 
and structure is an ongoing challenge.  While the 
existing conditions lend a certain mysterious air 
to the site, the reuse and activation of the brewery 
will ultimately require that some of the wildness of 
the vegetation will need to be tamed.  However, new 
technologies have made the integration of vegetation 
and structure feasible.  Green roofs, green wall 
systems, and vertical trellises allow plant communities 
to coexist with buildings.

Utilizing those technologies can extend elements of 
the park into the brewery complex.  Likewise, there 
are areas within the park where structures can be 
reintroduced in order to enhance the user experience 
and bolster the hydrologic systems. 

Interface - between the Brewery and 
the Park

Vento trail 
under 
Minnehaha Ave.

Trail past 
the “white 
building”

Vento trail 
looking north

Former bridge 
footing (west)

Minnehaha Ave. 
bridge

Former bridge 
footing (east)

Vento trail 
looking 
south under 
Minnehaha Ave.

Vento trail 
looking south

Eastern 
District Police 
Headquarters 
(formerly 
the brewery 
garage) 

Trail 
narrows at 
the north 
end of Swede 
Hollow Park 
approaching 
the brewery

Hamm’s 
Brewery 
and Swede 
Hollow 
Henge

Mouth of 
“Phalen 
Creek” and 
the rising 
sun on the 
brewery
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Upper and 
middle 
pools; stream 
channel; upper 
and lower 
paths - winter

Upper and 
middle pools; 
stairway from 
upper Swede 
Hollow park 
visible to the 
center right; 
entrance from 
the Drewery 
Avenue tunnel 
top center - 
summer

Upper and 
lower paths; 
lower pool; 
Metropolitan 
State 
University 
Library at 
center right; 
Brownstones 
on the park at 
center left

Upper Swede 
Hollow Park 
at Greenbrier 
Street and 
Bates Avenue

Swede Hollow Park

Swede Hollow Park is unique in St. Paul from its 
history as an immigrant settlement to its steep 
topography and dense vegetation.  It is a hidden gem, 
diffi cult to fi nd with four entrance points tucked away 
in neighborhoods or trail heads some distance from the 
actual park.

The site is predominantly a place to pass through.  
There are only two benches in the hollow, but smooth 
asphalt trails allow for easy bike or hiking passage.

The city is built up to the edge of the ravine where 
the land drops off steeply.  Dense vegetation begins 
immediately at the edge obsuring views into the park.  
This gives the place a sense of isolation - a land cut 
off from the city and returned to nature.  Crossing the 
threshold into Swede Hollow Park feels like entering 
another world,  Occasional planes fl y overhead and 
some traffi c noise can be heard, but in the basin of 
the park sounds of fl owing water and wind in the 
trees drown out the urban noise and allow one to feel 
transported out of the city to a place where nature is 
dominant and people are merely guests.  Although 
the park is only 33 acres, views hidden by curves and 
undulating topography make the place feel much 
larger.
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The brewery and the park are situated in a valley 
through which the Phalen Creek once fl owed.  The 
current water source is discharge from nearby parking 
lot storm sewers.

The area was utilized for a rail corridor and immigrant 
settlement until the 1950’s.   In 1973, a group of 
interested citizens partnered with the city parks 
department to establish a park in the valley.  

There are issues with slope stabilization, invasive 
plant species, and illegal dumping in the creek and 
park ravines.  However, deer, egrets, herons, and other 
hardy wildlife have found their way back into the area 
and work has been done by volunteers to reestablish 
native plant communities throughout the park.

There are few amenities beyond the pathways, 
staircase from Upper Swede Hollow Park, and a 
few benches.  Stones have been placed around a 
stormwater pipe to form the “mouth” of the creek that 
fl ows through the park.  Limestone blocks form the 
edges of the streamcourse down to the middle pool 
providing a reinforced channel for the stormwater.  
At the south end of the park, the Seventh Street 
Improvement Arches form a dramatic gateway. 

Swede Hollow Park

Mouth of 
“Phalen 
Creek”

Stream 
course

Stairs from 
upper trail 
down to the 
creek

East Seventh 
Improvement 
Arches 
(helicoidal 
arch bridge)

Stones of 
Swede Hollow 
Henge

Pathways in 
the park

Stairway

Stairway from 
upper Swede 
Hollow Park 
down into the 
ravine

Upper Swede 
Hollow Park

Swede Hollow 
overlook in 
Upper Swede 
Hollow Park

Park elements 
at the “mouth 
of Phalen 
Creek”; Swede 
Hollow Henge 
in background
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The park provides an immersion in nature less than 
a mile from downtown St. Paul.  Because of the steep 
topography, this narrow ravine feels miles away from 
busy roads and bustling streets.  Fast growing trees 
such as cottonwoods have created dense canopies in 
only a few decades.  The stream and pools attract 
colorful birds.

Most users of the park stay on the paved trails.  The 
upper Bruce Vento Trail follows the old rail alignment 
and offers an easy grade from north to south.  The 
lower trail descends to the bottom of the ravine and 
allows for a closer interaction with the water elements.  
However, a signifi cant portion of the park is nearly 
inaccessible due to steep terrain or fl ood-prone areas.  
The downside of this immersive experience is a feeling 
of isolation and concern for safety due to a lack of long 
sightlines or easy pathways out of the park.  

The park is also diffi cult to fi nd even if you’re looking 
for it.  The four access points are far from each other 
and often require a circuitous route in order to fi nd 
the entry.  Improved access and amenities may bring 
more users to the park, somewhat detracting from 
the feeling of solitude, but perhaps enhancing the 
perception of safety.

Swede hollow Park

View 
southwest 
from upper 
Swede Hollow 
Park

Former site of 
Hamm mansion 
(now upper 
Swede Hollow 
Park)

View into the 
ravine

Lower trail Upper pool Creek edge

East Ravine Lower pool Upper  Bruce 
Vento trail

Hillside

Middle pool

Lower creek 
floodplain
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One of the fi rst european settlers in the creek valley 
was Edward Phalen in 1841 whose name remains 
attached to the creek and lake to the northeast.  In 
1844, a sawmill was erected on the creek, but by the 
early 1900’s the city water works and agricultural uses 
of water from Lake Phalen reduced the fl ow so much 
that mill activity was no longer viable.  The railroad 
began utilizing the easy grade in 1865 to head north 
from St. Paul to Duluth and brewing was established a 
few years later.  

This early industry attracted Swedish immigrant 
settlers to the southern end of the valley who named 
the area Svenska Dalen (Swedish Dale), or Swede 
Hollow.  As their economic situation improved, they 
moved “up onto the street” and were replaced by 
a succession of Irish, Polish, Italian, and Mexican 
immigrants.

In 1956, the city health department declared the area 
a health hazard for its lack of water and sewer service.  
The remaining families were moved out and the fi re 
department burned all of the structures.  Several 
options were proposed for the valley including fi lling 
it for industrial use, bridging it for new highways, or 
making it into a city park.  

History of Swede hollow

Lithograph 
V.Andrus, 
1936

Oil painting 
T.Sohner, 1935

Watercolor 
B.Brown 1940

Swede Hollow 
1969

Homes along 
the creek, 1912

Homes along 
the creek, 1910

Swede Hollow, 
1910; Hamm 
mansion and 
brewery in the 
background

Swede Hollow, 
1898

Burning of 
Swede Hollow 
by the Saint 
Paul Fire 
Department, 
1956
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New immigrants walked up the railway tracks from 
Union Depot in downtown Saint Paul and, by some 
accounts, were directed to relatives’ homes by notes 
pinned to their lapels. Many ended up moving into the 
fi rst vacant house they reached. 

In the early 20th century Italian immigrants became 
the largest group of residents in Swede Hollow.  In 
1905, the state census showed that 1,000 people were 
living in Swede Hollow.

Gentille Yarusso lived in Swede Hollow in the 1920’s 
and wrote:

“We children often wondered why our people 
chose this enchanted place to settle in.  Why 
not somewhere else?  As we got older we knew:  
they chose this place because thye were with 
their own countrymen, with familiar faces, 
family noises, gestures, facial expressions.  
They selected this enchanted landscape 
because it resembled the place they had left 
behind.  They loved the hills, the trees, the 
stream, the security of friends and relatives.”

Fourteen families were still living in Swede Hollow 
when the city evicted them in 1956.

Swede Hollow Community

Ferdinando 
Yekaldo and 
Dominic 
Barilla, 1934

Olympic 
Perrillo and 
Henry Ricci on 
their wedding 
day, 1925

Swede Hollow 
Junior Gang, 
1935

Congetta 
Pariana and 
Mary Albert, 
1923

Children, 1928

Marie 
Daloia and 
Antoenetta 
Sanchelli, 1924

Walking along 
the rails, 1969

Residents in 
the Sanchelli 
yard, 1929

Salvation Army 
worker and 
Mrs. Oscar 
Mortonson, 
1915

Etching
G.Resler, 1912

Woodcut
T.Sohner, 1928
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Research and Design Approach

How do you preserve the inherent, unique 
qualities of a site while increasing access, 
enhancing the aesthetic experience, and 
improving ecological integrity?

How do you interpret the history of a 
post-industrial and post-urban site?

The former Hamm’s Brewery complex and the adjacent 
Swede Hollow Park have inherent, unique qualities 
that defi ne the sense of place and are highly valued by 
the community.  This design proposal seeks to preserve 
those qualities while recommending targeted changes.  
Interventions are intended to make access to the park 
easier and allow users to explore currently inaccessible 
areas on the site; provide amenities such as seating 
and new “rooms” in the park and brewery for people 
to pause and appreciate the places; and improve the 
ecological function on the site from enhancing the 
hydrology and providing greater access for restoring 
and maintaining plant communities.

Five areas were identifi ed and design values and 
principles attached to each to aid in directing the 
approach to each of the issues and opportunities in 
those areas.  The issue areas and values are a response 
to the two guiding research questions:  

Issue areas and Design Principles

Habitat - Enhance and Restore
Issues - Invasive species, erosion on steep slopes, lack 
of defi ned plant communities

Opportunities - Many desired species exist and soils 
and hydrology are amenable to a plant community 
gradient

Hydrology - Capture and Cleanse
Issues - Flooded trail segment, streambank erosion, 
sedimentation of ponds and streams

Opportunities - Topography allows for a series of 
treatment stages, water is an attraction for wildlife 
and people 

Human Health and Experience - 
Access and Aesthetics
Issues - Access to the site is limited, depressed 
topography leads to a feeling of vulnerability

Opportunities - Access can be increased to the site and 
within the site promoting use and enhancing safety

History - Respect and Reveal
Issues - Almost all traces of the historic settlement 
have been eradicated

Opportunities - Subtle interventions can reveal the 
site’s past

Industry - Preserve and Renew
Issues - Southern section of the brewery has been 
vacant for 13 years, funding for rehabilitation is 
diffi cult to acquire

Opportunities - Historic character remains, unique 
location with access and amenities

Excessive 
aquatic 
growth in the 
lower pond

Open water 
during a below 
zero day in 
winter

streamcourse 
in the valley

Geese and 
ducks in the 
lower pond

Sunrise in the 
park

Groundwater 
seeps flowing 
across the 
lower path

Bruce Vento 
Trail

Detail of the 
brewery facade

Homes built 
from salvaged 
lumber in the 
hollow
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Site Master Plan 

The design response to the research questions and fi ve 
issue areas is refl ected in the master plan.  Site design 
areas include:

The Brewery
Green roofs and rooftop rooms create an extension of 
the park landscape into the brewery complex.  

Bioinfi ltration basins and permeable paving in the 
parking lot cleanse and infi ltrate stormwater and 
allow clean overfl ow water to enter the brewery runnel 
system.  

The runnel and pool system through the brewery 
passages activate the narrow spaces with sound 
and refl ected light and direct visitors through the 
labyrinth-like spaces.  

A private courtyard in the old Carpenter’s Shop 
provides outdoor gathering space for apartment and 
offi ce tenants.  The entrance can be gated for privacy 
or open to the public for special events.  The runnel 
system fl ows through the space into pools under shade 
trees separated into sub-rooms by benches and grass 
plantings.

Restored access from Greenbrier Street brings 
pedestrians from the Upper Swede Hollow 
neighborhood down into the brewery complex and into 
the park through the brewery “Back Door” passageway 
between the Carpenter’s Court and historic retaining 
walls.

An overlook deck on the west side of the complex 
provides a place to view the park and may be used for 
outdoor restaurant seating.

A chadar and grove at the interface between the 
brewery and the park combine water and vegetation 
providing a soothing transition from the park to the 
brewery and convey stormwater from the brewery 
runnel system into pools in the park.

Drewry Avenue gateway
An overlook park contains a wandering garden for 
school children to tend and serves and a gateway to a 
new staircase adjacent to the Drewry tunnel.  A new 
native planting along the tunnel entrance creates a 
colorful entry.

Aspen Hill - Lift Room and ‘shroom seats
Stone benches sit on the site of a former mushroom 
factory and brewery lift station.  Footpaths lead from 
Swede Hollow Henge over Aspen Hill, down a new 
staircase to Aspen Flats

Aspen Flats
Viewing platorms are constructed of recycled wood on 
the site of former immigrant housing and pathways 
through a restored prairie lead to bridges over Phalen 
Creek creating new loop trails.

Prairie Seats
Limestone and sandstone blocks are set into a 
berm adjacent to the lower pathway recalling the 
foundations of homes once sited in the area.  These 
seats provide an area to step off the pathway in one of 
the most remote interior areas of the park.

Kingfisher Pool
The existing middle pool is enhanced by additional 
water fl ow from a stormwater pond south of the 
pathway.  Water is conveyed through gaps in the stone 
paving and under metal bridges.  The new settling 
ponds are accessible for routine maintenance and 
provide more aquatic habitat and space for stormwater 
storage.

Rubble Ravine Ascent
A stairway and water conveyance system constructed 
of concrete rubble slabs adjacent to an old highway 
dump site provide a way up the hillside to connect 
with the East Ravine Traverse. 
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Site Master Plan

East Ravine Traverse
A trail system along the eastern slope expands the 
usable area of the park and provides new access points 
and overlook platforms high in the tree canopy.  These 
pathways also provide access to the hill slopes for 
plant community restoration and removal of invasive 
species.  Stone and metal bridges cross steep ravines 
that are ironically protected from erosion by past 
dumping of highway construction debris.

Kingfisher Overlook
A platform offers relief from the steep topography 
and provides views north through the valley over 
Kingfi sher Pool to the brewery.

Fountain Place Ruins
Ruins of a private Victorian garden may be viewed 
from the East Ravine Traverse.

North Street Overlook
A new entrance from Fountain Place allows users to 
venture out into the tree canopy 100 feet above the 
valley fl oor and offers unique and dramatic views of 
the downtown skyline.  The East Ravine Traverse is 
accessible from this new, semi-private entrance and 
parking is available along the existing cul-de-sac.

Stone Plinths
Along the East Ravine Traverse, stone plinths emerge 
from the hillside providing a place to step off the path 
and recall past homes situated along the eastern 
slope.  Similar to the Prairie Seats, these plinths are 
constructed of limestone and sandstone to refl ect the 
presence of bedrock just below the surface and allow 
the features to endure through time whereas the 
wooden houses did not.

Fen and Rills
Along the lower path, stone rills and stepped stone 
waterfalls convey groundwater seeps across the 
path to the bottomlands stream.  Gaps in the stone 

falls allow wetland vegetation to gain a foothold and 
provide areas for biotic water fi ltration.

Egret Pond
A boardwalk along the bottomlands on the west side 
of Egret Pond allows users a closer view of migrating 
birds, fl oodplain plant communities, and remnant cues 
of the past immigrant settlement.  A bridge weir allows 
passage from the east to west across the north end 
of the pond and retains water for additional settling 
before entering the largest water body in the park.

Payne Avenue Gateway
A new entry from Payne Avenue creates a gateway 
to the park more visible to the neighborhood than 
the existing Drewry entrance.  The stairway enters 
the park at the location of an existing overlook and 
a restored brick and wood staircase takes visitors 
further into the ravine and to the bottomlands 
boardwalk.

Tunnel Room
The East Seventh Street Improvement Arches are a 
National Civil Engineering Landmark.  The Bruce 
Vento Trail runs through the western tunnel and a 
new contemplative space is created by introducing a 
refl ecting pool into the eastern tunnel.  The helicoidal 
structure is refl ected in the pool and light from the 
waters create interesting patterns on the tunnel walls.   
The pool is shallow and does not always contain water 
as it is fed by stormwater conveyed along the East 
Seventh Street sidewalk.

Prairie Room
At the south end of the park, this former “no-man’s 
land” becomes a place for additional stormwater 
treatment and provides a pathway to a deck at the 
water’s edge allowing visitors to interact with this 
recreated wetland.  Prairie plant communties are 
restored around the basin and tall cottonwood trees 
provide shade and shelter for wildlife.
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Hamm’s Brewery

This proposal assumes the reuse of the historic 
Hamm’s Brewery buildings in a way that preserves the 
unique, hundred-year-old brick and stone work.  Major 
renovations of the interiors are required, and several 
studies have already been undertaken to assess the 
cost and feasibility of retrofi tting the structures for 
new uses.

The anchor tenant will be the Asian Pacifi c Cultural 
Center (APCC).  Other buildings will be adapted for 
apartments and condominiums (with premium units 
facing the park).  Other buildings may be used for 
offi ces, retail, and artist studio workshops.  

The parking lot accomodates 206 vehicles with delivery 
access to the studios and workshops.  Bioinfi ltration 
swales and permeable paving under the parking stalls 
accomodate stormwater.  Trees are only planted at the 
ends of the swales to allow for future installation of 
solar panels for recharging electric vehicles.

The interior circulation through the brewery facility 
is left open to accomodate vehicle deliveries to central 
buildings.  The runnels are only three inches deep 
and grates can be pulled over the small corner pools 
(of the same depth) to facilitate vehicle circulation.  
The runnels are primarily channels for stormwater, 
but are also supplemented by the brewery’s artesian 
well and water collected from rooftops and stored 
in attic cisterns retrofi tted from brewery stock and 
fermentation tanks.

The central court provides a larger gathering space 
around a tree-shaded pool with two-foot high seat 
walls with gaps allowing runnels to feed the pool.  
Planters with native grasses line the courtyard and 
provide additional seating.

Passage to the park is along the south edge brewery 
“back door” and down either the ramp or stairway past 
the brick-patterned chadar.
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Carpenter’s Court

Apartment Building 
rooftop Garden

Central Court 
(brick paving)

Brewery “Back Door” Passageway (Crushed Limestone Paving)
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upper Swede 
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Hamm’s Brewery

Rendering of 
the Brewery 
“back door” 
Passageway 
from the 
brewery to the 
park

Plan of 
Carpenter’s 
Court and 
the Brewery 
“back door” 
Passageway

Detail of pool, 
runnel, and 
paving design

Pool and 
runnel 
precedent: 
Humayun’s 
tomb, Dehli, 
India

Current 
conditions of 
the southern 
passageway

Pool and 
Runnel 
Precedent: 
Carlo Scarpa’s 
Brion-Vega 
Cemetary

Given that the tenancy of the brewery is yet to be 
determined, the design proposal for this area provides  
fl exibility while establishing functional and aesthetic 
infrastructure to enliven the interior spaces.

The pool and runnel system conveys stormwater and 
well water through the complex out into the park 
while also serving as a wayfi nding device.  Visitors 
may follow the runnels to pools at intersections 
where another runnel fl ows to a new destination.  
Brick paving is aligned according to the “river grid” 
refl ecting the orientation of several streets in the area 
and at an angle to the orthogonal alignment of the 
brewery buildings.  It is set in a running bond pattern 
and changes to a herringbone design to create a slight 
swale directed to the runnels.

Paving changes to crushed limestone in two colors - 
grey and beige - at the edge of the Carpenter’s Shop to 
refl ect the historic use of these materials in the south 
end of the brewery and to provide a softer material 
as visitors transition to the park area.  Runnels and 
pools continue through this area with those in the 
Carpenter’s Court fl owing into underground cisterns 
for later reuse and the rest fl owing down the brick 
chadar and into pools in the park.
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Section at 
the brewery 
chadar 
looking north

Canada wild 
rye

Ostrya “hop” 
flower

Ostrya 
virginiana bark

Precedent: 
Chadar at 
Nishat Bagh, 
srinagar, 
india

Plan view 
of brewery 
- park 
interface

Hardwood 
Decking

Hamm’s Brewery

As noted earlier, the interface between the brewery 
and the park creates oppotunities to explore the 
transition between vegetation and structure; built 
and natural systems.  This proposal uses the pool 
and runnel features of the brewery to transition 
into stormwater settling ponds in the park.  Visitors 
walk along pathways of self-binding crushed stone 
lined with limestone pavers which creates a fi nished 
surface with a softer feel than asphalt or concrete.  
The pathway crosses the stream and surrounds three 
shaded pools with seatwalls.

The area is planted with groves of hop hornbeam 
(Ostrya virginiana) underplanted with canada wild rye 
(Elymus canadensis) - an homage to the hops and grains 
used in former brewing operations.  Trees are aligned 
along both the orthogonal and “river” grids gradually 
dissolving farther from the brewery complex.

The overlook deck provides a stepped seating area 
for viewing into the park.  The adjacent chadar, or 
water chute, allows small volumes of water to have a 
greater visual and auditory impact as it fl ows over the 
patterned brick surface.  A staircase alongside provides  
a direct pathway from the park to the brewery.

Stairway

Deck

ChadarGrove

Runnels 
and 
pools

Bridge
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Hamm’s Brewery

A key feature of the brewery design proposal is the 
treatment of the building rooftops.  As the section to 
the left shows, there is a signifi cant visual relationship 
betweeen Upper Swede Hollow Park and the brewery 
rooftops due to the unique topography of the area.  
Rooftop gardens and vegetated roofs will extend the 
landscape of the park into the brewery complex.  

Rooftops with existing accessibility and structural 
support provide areas for tree plantings, water pools 
and blocks of planters with grasses that divide the 
area into rooms for use by building residents and 
tenants.  This proposal has designed the rooftop 
gardens to be oriented along the “river grid” which 
directs the view toward downtown St. Paul and the 
State Capitol building. 

Rooftops with less accessibility and support are 
planted with extensive green roof materials to capture 
stormwater, cool the buildings, and provide habitat 
for birds and insects.  Stormwater fi ltered by these 
green roofs and captured through the rooftop garden 
paving systems is stored in reused stock tanks in the 
attics of the former stock houses.  This water is then 
discharged into the brewery runnel system and used to 
irrigate the rooftop vegetation during dry periods.  

Extensive green roof

Intensive rooftop rooms

Carpenter’s court

Upper swede Hollow Park
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Drewry Gateway, Aspen Hill, and 
Aspen Flats

The only existing western access point to the park is 
through the Drewry Avenue tunnel, an historic feature 
present in the days of the railroad and milling.  It 
is diffi cult to fi nd this entrance, as it sits off Payne 
Avenue on a residential street.

The Friends of Swede Hollow Park, the Railroad 
Island Neighborhood Taskforce, the Lower Phalen 
Creek Project, and the City of St. Paul have been 
working on proposals to make this area more 
accessible and welcoming.

This project’s design proposal is for a planting of 
native grasses and forbs along the tunnel entrance to 
provide a colorful and dynamic gateway into the park.  
There is an enhanced overlook park with a wandering 
garden that may be tended by children from the Hope 
Community Academy.  A new staircase and viewing 
platform provides an alternative to the tunnel, which 
many fi nd somewhat daunting given the steepness 
of the pathway and the curve that obscures the view 
around the corner.

This entrance brings visitors to the largest open 
space in the park.  Atop a storm sewer mound, artist 
Christine Bauemler created a circle of historic stone 
remnants from across the city - Stone Henge or Swede 
Hollow Henge.  Neighbors gather there every fall to 
watch the sun setting against the red brick of the 
brewery and reminisce about life in the Swede Hollow 
community.  Art fairs have also been held here and 
the area is used for outdoor recreation by the Hope 
Community Academy students.

From this area, footpaths have been formalized to 
allow visitors to explore wider areas of the park 
without creating destructive disturbance.  The Phalen 
Creek upper pool area has been enhanced with a stone 
chadar, enlarged pool and restored prairie plantings.
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Drewry Gateway

View from 
above the 
tunnel 
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above the 
tunnel 
looking east - 
Winter
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bend in the 
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entrance
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As the main western entry point to Swede Hollow 
Park, the Drewry Avenue area received special 
consideration in this project.  It is an area that has 
been targeted for improvements by local neighborhood 
and stakeholder groups.

The walkway above the tunnel provides panoramic 
views into the park.  However, overgrowth of Siberian 
elm trees and boxelder have largely blocked the 
view.  Select pruning and removal of vegetation has 
been recommended to open vistas while maintaining 
vegetative suppport on the slopes to prevent erosion.

A small area of land south of Drewry Avenue has long 
been owned by the city but never developed.  Large 
stone blocks from the old Wabasha Street bridge line 
the edge of the small park.  While the space is small, 
there is room to incorporate four-foot wide garden 
beds with four-foot wide turf pathways in a maze-like 
arrangement with stepping stone paths across the 
planting beds.  Small trees such as serviceberries can 
be planted along the northern edge to provide seasonal 
interest and structure for the garden.  This enhanced 
park space provides a recognizable gateway entrance 
for the new staircase and another overlook vantage 
into the park.
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Drewry Tunnel Entrance 
North Slope Planting Plan
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The entrance to the Drewry Tunnel is currently 
marked with a sign donated by the St. Paul Garden 
Club - an infl uential organization that was central 
to the creation of Swede Hollow Park in the 1970’s.  
An endowment has been created by Olivia Irving 
Dodge, garden club president at the time of the park’s 
founding, to enhance and maintain the park.

The Lower Phalen Creek Project obtained funding to 
plant the north slope of the Drewry Tunnel entrance 
in Spring 2010.  This planting plan was developed to 
aid them with plant selection and provide an outline 
for where various species would be most appropriately 
located.

A shrub and upright grass border forms a neat edge 
at the boundary between the tunnel entrance and the 
adjacent Hope Community Academy’s newly installed 
bioswale.  Grasses were selected to be planted on 
the steepest and least accessible slopes for easier 
maintenance.

Native perennials provide color throughout the 
seasons and will be an attractive beacon for park users 
and host benefi cial insects and other wildlife.
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Drewry Stairway Concepts

The Lower Phalen Creek Project has also obtained 
funding to construct a staircase at the Drewry Avenue 
entrance to Swede Hollow Park.  To facilitate the 
public discussion of the project, these concept sketches 
were prepared by the author and presented to key 
stakeholders.  

Of the four concepts, the one preferred (Concept #4) is 
aligned along the existing tunnel wall.  The community 
agreed that this scenario was the least visually 
intrusive and maintained the natural character of the 
park by consolidating the infrastructure in one area.

However, this scenario still needs to resolve the 
potential confl ict between users alighting from the 
staircase and people exiting the tunnel.  Concepts 
1-3 brought users of the staircase further out into the 
park to the existing trail intersection, but admittedly 
created a larger footprint across the slope.
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Aspen Hill

Aspen Hill is an existing sandstone outcrop that was 
skirted by the railroads in the late 1800’s.  Over the 
years, the brewery had an ice house in a cave beneath 
the hill, a mushroom factory operated (American 
Spawn Co.), and a beer hoist brought stores up to the 
top of the hill.

The hilltop is dominated by quaking aspen and the 
friable sandstone is visible at the surface in several 
locations.  This proposal creates two new “rooms” atop 
the hill - one surrounded by prairie and one amidst the 
aspen groves.  Pathways come up the slope at an easy 
fi ve percent grade and wrap around the hill down to 
the viewing platforms.  A staircase descends from the 
western edge of the hill down to Aspen Flats.

The 15’ x 30’ viewing platforms on the fl ats are 
composed of reclaimed wood set at odd angles both on 
the platforms themselves and in relation to each other 
to recall the informal arrangement of the homes in the 
hollow and the resourcefulness of the early settlers 
in using whatever materials were available in the 
construction of their homes.  The platforms provide a 
place to contemplate the former settlement as well as 
observe exotic migratory birds or the more common 
and abundant species found in the area.
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Kingfisher Pool, Rubble Ravine Ascent, 
and Kingfisher Overlook

Across from Aspen Flats at the bend in Swede Hollow 
sits a pool of water in the heart of the park.  Here, 
topography and vegetation obscure the city and 
visitors to the park feel immersed in the natural 
environment.  The pool draws exotic migratory birds 
as well as more common avian species.

The eastern edge of the park was used as a 
construction dump site for highway reconstruction 
debris.  Tons of concrete and rebar were disposed of 
over the side of the ravine.  The rubble covers a vast 
area nearly 100’ across and cascades from the top of 
the slope approximately 90’ to the valley fl oor.

This project proposes the addition of a staircase up 
the ravine constructed of six-inch thick concrete slabs 
reclaimed from current highway projects.  These 
blocks form an informal, talus-like ascent alongside 
the “historic” dump site and connect to a new pathway 
system along the eastern slope - the East Ravine 
Traverse.

The pathway along the north face of the ravine is 
cantelivered out from the nearly vertical slope and 
approaches an overlook platform that provides a long 
view up the valley toward the brewery.

At the base of the rubble ravine, a new stormwater 
settling pond is carved out of the hillside to accept 
water from the Upper Swede Hollow neighborhood 
and pools farther up the valley.  This water is then 
conveyed through gaps in stone paving across the 
lower path into Kingfi sher Pool and eventually into the 
creek at the valley fl oor.
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Kingfisher Pool, Rubble ravine Ascent, 
and Kingfisher Overlook
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Kingfi sher pool sits at the heart of Swede Hollow Park.  
Here, even in the winter, the sounds of the city are 
silenced and one can attune to nature.

The existing lower path is a useful through-fare, but 
there are several unique places in this area currently 
inaccessible to most users.  The new rubble ravine 
ascent brings visitors close to an ‘historic’ dump site 
hidden amongst the trees in the ravine.  One can then 
walk along a cantelievered pathway to gain treetop 
views up the valley to the north.  The steep nature 
of the ascent provides an adventurous opportunity to 
explore remote areas of the park.

At the foot of the slope, an existing low, fl at area may 
be excavated for new stormwater storage providing 
a staging point for water entering the park from the 
upper neighborhoods and allowing for pretreatment 
before overfl owing into Kingfi sher Pool and through 
the rest of the valley.  This pond will expand habitat 
for aquatic plant communities and attract bird and 
wildlife species.  It may also attenuate ground water 
fl ows that are currently creating hazards at the 
western foot of the east slope.
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North Street Overlook,
East Ravine Traverse, Fen and Rills

Currently, the only eastern access point into Swede 
Hollow Park is down 154 stairs at Bates Avenue and 
Upper Swede Hollow Park.  This project proposes 
adding two additional entry points farther south - at 
North Street and East Seventh Street.

The North Street entrance provides parking in the 
Fountain Place cul-de-sac with the potential for shared 
parking with First Lutheran Church.  Similar to the 
other park entrances, this is a hidden gateway tucked 
into a residential neighborhood at the junction of the 
orthogonal and “river” street grids.  However, the goal 
of this project was to increase access while preserving 
the unique, inherent qualities of the site.  To a certain 
degree, this is achieved by adding new gateways, but 
locating them in less traveled areas.

The East Ravine Traverse trailhead also begins at 
North Street and Fountain Place.  Although the trail 
is surfaced with natural materials such as sawdust, 
woodchips, and crushed stone, it is set into the existing 
hillside grade to descend at a fi ve percent slope (never 
exceeding eight percent) allowing for easy access along 
this adventurous route.

Metal grate bridges cross deep ravines in a few places 
and two stone plinths provide a place to step off the 
path onto a level area.   These 15’ x 30’ platforms 
emerge from the hillslope recalling the former 
homesites that were eradicated in the 1950’s.

At the toe of the slope, ground water seeps emerge 
where a layer of St. Peter Sandstone meets Prairie du 
Chien limestone bedrock.  This is currently creating 
hazardous conditions across the lower pathway.  The 
solution proposed is to enlarge the fen at the base of 
the slope and create conveyance channels through 
stone paving and rills to the west side of the path.  
Water can then fl ow across stone slabs interplanted 
with emergent vegetation to provide for biotic fi ltering 
of the ground water before it enters the Phalen Creek.
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North Street Overlook,
East Ravine Traverse, Fen and Rills
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By making the eastern slope of the park accessible, 
the usable area of the park nearly doubles.  This also 
allows for access for plant community restoration and 
slope stabilization.  The hillsides can support oak 
woodland species including red oak, ironwood, elm, 
with maples and basswoods in the deeper ravines.  
There are currently a signifi cant number of boxelder 
trees and buckthorn shrubs that can be selectively 
removed and aligned across the slope to prevent 
erosion while desirable species take hold.

The North Street Overlook provides the semblance of 
a bridge at the location where North Street ends on 
the east side of the park and is visible where it picks 
up again on the west side.  There are several places 
on the  overlook walk for visitors to step aside and 
look into the tree canopy, including a sunken seating 
area looking to the north.  At the end of the overlook, 
a ramp and stairs bring viewers to the edge of the 
tree canopy and provide seating to view the downtown 
skyline with the unique foreground park setting.  
The overlook utilizes reclaimed telephone poles to 
camoufl age its supports among the existing tree 
canopy so as to be less intrusive as hikers pass on the 
paths below.
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South Swede Hollow Park

At the south end of Swede Hollow Park, one starts to 
reemerge into the sights and sounds of the city.  Traffi c 
noise from Payne Avenue, East Seventh Street and 
Interstate 94 begins to fl ow into the hollow.  Aircraft 
from the St. Paul Regional Airport can be seeing fl ying 
overhead.  Tall, brightly colored cell phone towers rise 
into view.

However, the Bruce Vento Trail runs through a tunnel 
of foliage and the lower path is dwarfed by nearly 100’ 
of the eastern bluff enabling park visitors to prolong 
their experience of this natural area despite the 
external intrusions.

At this, the lower end of the park, Egret Pond and 
its fl oodplain provide yet another unique place to 
explore.  At the northern end of the pond a weir retains 
upstream waters giving them one fi nal opportunity 
to settle out sediments before entering the pond.  The 
weir is topped by a boardwalk creating a bridge from 
the east to west sides of the valley.  This brings users 
close to streamside plant communities under towering 
cottonwoods and other fl oodplain trees.

The boardwalk and bridge lead to a pond overlook 
that extends over the water.  From here, you can 
walk up the restored 1980’s brick and timber stair to 
an existing overlook adjacent to the bike trail that is 
perched on another sandstone outcrop.  Across the 
trail is a new staircase up 30’ to Payne Avenue street 
level.  This new gateway on the west side of the park 
is approximately halfway between the Drewry Avenue 
tunnel and the East Seventh Street trailhead.  Here, 
there is a slightly wider upper park area that may be 
planted with rain gardens and set with stone benches 
similar to those at the Drewry Overlook Park.  This 
west entrance will be the most visible and direct 
gateway to the park.  Users may arrive on foot from 
the neighborhood, step off the 64 bus line, or park 
along Payne Avenue.  



77



78

Egret Pond and 
West Bottomlands Boardwalk

Just prior to the south end of the park, at 
approximately North Street, two storm sewer outlets 
are present.  This proposal changes the hydrology 
in the park, but suggests retaining and modifying 
these outlets.  As there is no outlet at the south end 
of Egret Pond, this is an important area for clean 
overfl ow water to exit the park and continue on to 
the Mississippi River.  However, the expanded use 
of stormwater pools and biotic water fi ltration will 
ensure a higher water quality than what is currently 
fl owing out of the park.

The bottomlands are a rich area to explore.  
Topographically defi ned, the fl oodplain plant 
communities showcase marsh marigolds, blue fl ag iris, 
black willow, and the iconic cottonwoods.  A boardwalk 
and pathway direct visitors through this unique area 
while keeping disturbance minimal.

It is along the West Bottomlands Boardwalk that 
visitors can catch a glimpse of remants from the 
historic Swede Hollow Settlement.  While foundations, 
bridges, and pathways are gone, you can still see beds 
of daylilies, common lilac bushes (Syringa vulgaris), 
scattered rubble, scorched trees, and other cues of 
human activity.
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Beds of 
daylilies and a 
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here

Rendering 
of the 
bottomlands 
boardwalk 
bridge/weir 
looking 
northeast

The trunk of 
an enormous 
cottonwood 
has been used 
to shelter 
campfires

View north 
across Egret 
Pond

An egret 
perches on 
deadfall in the 
pond

Remains of 
a brick and 
timber stair 
from the 
1980’s

a boxelder 
tree 
assimilates 
an old tire 
and boulder

Brick 
remnants 
from a 
house 
perhaps?



79

Deck

wetland

East Seventh 
Trailhead

To bruce 
vento Nature 
Scantuary

East
 SEventh Street

Interstate 94



80

Prairie Room

At the far south end of Swede Hollow Park is a large 
basin bordered by Mounds Boulevard, East Seventh 
Street, and an entrance ramp to west Interstate 94.  
There is an existing parking lot trailhead for the Bruce 
Vento Trail with connections south to the Bruce Vento 
Nature Sanctuary.  This isolated area is dominated 
by cottonwood trees along the eastern slope and the 
beginnings of a prairie restoration.  This proposal is 
to utilize this southern “no-man’s land” for additional 
stormwater storage with footpaths leading to a deck at 
the water’s edge.

While it was not within the scope of this project 
enquiry, there is the issue of continued use of the 
park as an informal settlement for transient people.  
The new trail system proposed by this project may 
discourage that use in large areas of Swede Hollow 
Park.  However, if the city and neighbors agree, there 
could be some legitimization of that type of use on the 
hillsides of the prairie room.  Its spatial distinction 
from the rest of the park provides an opportunity to 
designate the area for this special, temporary use 
without unnecessarily confl icting with other uses in 
Swede Hollow Park.  This would allow for the area 
to continue the historic precedent of providing an 
affordable place to live.
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A Unique Sense of Place

This planning and design proposal for Swede Hollow 
Park and the former Hamm’s Brewery builds on the 
strong existing characteristics of the site to capture, 
enhance, preserve, and reveal a unique sense of place.

The park is an existing recreational amenity and 
haven for plants, animals, and people within the 
City of St. Paul.  However, there are numerous 
opportunities to invest in the park and expand the 
territory of use without requiring signifi cant capital 
expenditures.

New entry points create improved access to the park 
from the adjacent neighborhoods and showcase unique 
natural and historic features in the Hollow.  There 
are three trail types that provide ease of movement 
for cyclists, pedestrians, and nature enthusiasts.  
Throughout the park, there are places to take in near 
and far vistas, observe natural happenings, and gather 
with friends and community.

The repurposed brewery buildings provide a dramatic 
backdrop at the north end of Swede Hollow Park.  
There is a stylized transition zone between the park 
and brewery where vegetation and structure are 
integrated demonstrating the relationship between 
this post-industrial and post-urban landscape.  The 
former brewery buildings house community and non-
profi t organizations and provide space for artists and 
entrepreneurs to live, work, and sell their creations.  

Enhanced courtyards within the complex create 
spaces for gathering and are the front entries for 
businesses and organizations.  Water in runnels and 
pools enlivens the space and provides a subtle form 
of wayfi nding.  Stormwater is channeled via brick 
swales and gutters to irrigate trees and fi ll cisterns 
for later use.  Rooftops have been transformed as open 
space amenities inhabited by plants and people and 
are viewed as an extension of the landscape from the 
Upper Swede Hollow Park. 

This proposal has been designed to respect the 
physical and cultural history of the site and the strong 
values and attachments that local stakeholders have 
for the area.  While the proposed interventions are 
subtle, that approach was intentionally chosen in 
answer to the research question:

How do you preserve the inherent, unique 
qualities of a site while increasing access, 
enhancing the aesthetic experience, and 
improving ecological integrity?

The idea presented here is not to radically alter the 
character of Swede Hollow Park and the former 
Hamm’s Brewery.  Rather, it seeks to provide new 
opportunities for people to explore and experience the 
unique, high-quality natural area in the center of the 
city.

Design proposals were also intended to consider the 
second research question:

How do you interpret the history of a 
post-industrial and post-urban site?

There are inherent challenges due to the lack of 
remaining evidence of the urban settlement and 
the economic necessity for repurposing the brewery 
buildings.  The approach taken here is to recall former 
structures in the newly created park amenities and 
preserve the historic character of the brewery facades, 
stabilizing the structures while allowing the patina of 
time to remain.

The unique past of Swede Hollow Park and Hamm’s 
Brewery defi ne a special sense of place that is highly 
valued today.  It may continue to be a treasured 
destination as it inevitably evolves and changes in 
the future while its qualities are captured, preserved, 
enhanced, and revealed.
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Asian Pacifi c Cultural Center
http://www.apccmn.org/site_building.html

Current aerial photography
http://www.bing.com/maps/

Demographic information - District 4 & District 5
http://www.wilder.org/download.0.html?report=517
http://www.wilder.org/download.0.html?report=519

Digital topography - MnDNR Data Deli
http://deli.dnr.state.mn.us/

District 4 Neighborhood Plan
District 5 Neighborhood Plan
http://www.municode.com/Resources/gateway.
asp?pid=10061&sid=23

District 4 Community Council
http://www.daytonsbluff.org/index.html 

District 5 Community Council
http://www.paynephalen.org/
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Existing zoning
http://www.municode.com/Resources/gateway.
asp?pid=10061&sid=23
Friends of Swede Hollow Park
http://www.daytonsbluff.org/History/FOSH/FOSH.html

Historic photos
http://collections.mnhs.org/visualresources/search.
cfm?bhcp=1

Historic land use
http://sanborn.umi.com/mn/4379/dateid-000001.
htm?CCSI=2865n

Local business associations
http://www.esaba.org/
http://www.esndc.org/index.htm

Pabst Brewery, Milwaukee, Wisconsin
http://www.thebrewerymke.com/index.htm

Prospect Park, Brooklyn, New York
http://www.prospectpark.org/
http://www.fl ickr.com

Railroad Island small area plan
http://www.stpaul.gov/DocumentView.aspx?DID=3131

St. Paul 2030 Comprehensive Plan
http://www.municode.com/Resources/gateway.
asp?pid=10061&sid=23

St. Paul Port Authority 
http://www.sppa.com/

St. Paul Housing and Redevelopment Authority
http://www.municode.com/Resources/gateway.
asp?pid=10061&sid=23

The Distillery, Toronto, Ontario
http://www.thedistillerydistrict.com/

Resources

Utilities, roads, building footprints, aerial photos
Parcel map: http://www.stpaul.gov/web/
HalfSectionMaps/N322922.pdf
http://survey.ci.stpaul.mn.us/
https://gis.ci.stpaul.mn.us/gis/gismo_public/html/
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Fredrick Law Olmsted and Calvert Vaux are known for 
their masterful creation of new landscapes that appear 
to have persisted for ages.  The ravine in Prospect 
Park was designed to take advantage of some existing 
topography, enhance the grading to achieve a change in 
elevation of over one hundred feet, and create a stream 
channel with waterfalls along the ravine fl oor.

The designers created an 143 acre forested watershed 
and carefully crafted the pools, falls, stream, and 
paths that ran through the Ravine District.  However, 
similar to Swede Hollow, the steep slopes began to erode 
threatening the water quality and fl ow in the stream as 
well as the health of the upland forests.  Soil compaction 
was also a problem.

In 1994 the Prospect Park alliance began implementing 
a 25-year plan to enhance and restore targeted areas in 
the park, including the ravine.  Erosion was controlled 
using pegged logs placed along the slopes and coir 
blankets to hold the soil in place as new plantings took 
root.  In the ravine and surrounding areas, 10,000 trees, 
10,000 shrubs, 200,000 herbaceous plants, and 30,000 
aquatic plants were installed.  The ravine’s pools were 
excavated to remove sediment and invasive plants.

Precedent:  Prospect Park Ravine
Brooklyn, New York
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The distillery began producing whiskey in 1832.  Despite 
a devastating fi re in 1869, total production reached 
2.1 million gallons by 1871.  However, World War I and 
Canada’s brief era of prohibition hit the business hard, 
and the distillery changed hands a number of times 
between 1923 and 1986.  In 1990, after 153 years of 
continuous production, the distillery ceased operations.

The district was used largely as a popular fi lming 
location during the 1990’s and in 2001 a number of 
partners purchased the distillery.  In May 2003, The 
Distillery offi cially opened as a “pedestrian-only village 
entirely dedicated to arts, culture, and entertainment.”

District tenants consist of:

10 restaurants and eateries • 
3 performance theaters  • 
23 retail boutiques• 
12 galleries• 
3 educational institutions• 
1 event facility• 
21 offi ce/service businesses• 
12 studio/shops• 
3 studio/galleries• 
5 studio/theaters• 
32 artist studios• 
28 arts organizations• 
3 loft and condo developments• 

Precedent:  The Distillery
Toronto, Ontario
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Conceptual Site Plan

(414) 274-2880

www.thebrewerymke.com
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The Brewery is a 20-acre redevelopment project on 
the site of the former Pabst Brewery in downtown 
Milwaukee.  The site consists of 26 buildings totaling 1.3 
million square feet and two vacant parcels.

The brewery opened in 1844 and was once one of 
the largest beer producing operations in the country 
until it shut down in 1996.  The developers are taking 
advantage of a number of federal and state historic 
preservation programs (tax credits and other credits) 
and the site is certifi ed by the US Green Building 
Council as a LEED ND pilot project to guide the creation 
of a mixed use sustainable neighborhood.

The developer has created a master plan for the site 
and  is marketing the historic buildings for sale on an 
individual or combined basis.

Zilber Park, which is billed as the fi rst urban park 
designed for an industrial neighborhood, was recently 
completed by D.I.R.T. studio.  It features a Gabion wall 
constructed of recycled steel, fractured granite boulders 
and integral water and lighting fi xtures designed to 
provide a gentle waterfall in summer and create an ice 
sculpture during the winter months. The park also has 
a crushed granite walking surface and a large storm 
water retention basin underneath.

Precedent:  Pabst Brewery
Milwaukee, Wisconsin
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