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UNIVERSITY OF i-IDJNESOTA 
Graduate School 

Ainutes of the Executive Committee 
Thursday, October 5, 1961 

1:30 p.m., 331 Johnston Hall 

Present: Professors ~'/. B. Cheston, E. H. Falk, \v. P. Hartin, c. L. Nelson 
and G. B. Ownbey; Deans F. H. Boddy and Harcia Ed'IITards; Dr. C. P. Barnum; 
Dean Bryce Crawford, presiding; Hrs. Shirley ~,IcDonald, secretary. 
Others by invitation: Deans E. \1. i-lcDiarrnid and Frank Verbrugge; 
Hrs. l'iartha Hostettler, Graduate School Research Center. 

The committee met to review and rank 14 graduate fellowship program applications 
under Title IV of the National Defense Education Act. First, the committee 
considered the proposals for additional fellows in previously approved programs. 
Follotdng the discussion, the proposals were ranked in the follo-vTing order: 

1. Asian Studies (Committee on Asian Studies) 
2. German Literature (German) 
3. Special Program in Applied :-lathematics (IT ~'lathematics) 
4. Preparation for the Teaching of Social Sciences (Geography, 

History, Political Science, and Sociology) 
5. Transport and Transfer Processes (Chemical Engineering) 
6. Soils: Hicroclimatology (Soils) 
7. Ener3Y Conversion (Electrical Engineering) 
8. Industrial Organization (Economics) 
9. Business Administration (Business Administration) 

Second, the proposals for initial programs of study i-1 ere discussed and the 
committee ranked them in the following order: 

1. High Ener~ Physics (Physics) 
2. Teachers Internship Program for Graduate Students in Engineering 

(Aero. & EnJi_neering Aechanics) 
3. Geophysics and Rock l·iechanics ( i'Iines and i-letallurgy) 
4. Transport Properties at Low Density (i-lechanical Engineering) 
5· Stage Production of ~rely Produced Plays (Speech and Theatre Arts) 

Finally, the committee compared the two lists and cgreed upon the over-all 
priority listing: 

1. Asian Studies (Committee on Asian Studies) 
2. High Energy Physics (Physics) 
3. German Literature (German) 
4. Special Program in Applied ~~athematics (IT ~'1athematics) 
5. Teachers Internship Program for Graduate Students in Engineering 

(Aero. & Engineering i'-Iechanics) 
6. Preparation for the Teaching of Social Sciences (Geography, 

History, Political Science, and Sociology) 
7• Transport and Transfer Processes (Chemical Engineering) 
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8. Soils: Hicroclimatology (Soils) 
9. Geophysics and Rock ;.rechanics C1ines and ;':etallurgy) 

10. Energy Conversion (Electrical Engineering) 
11. Industrial Organization (Economics) 
12. Transport Properties at LoH Density (i·iechanical Engineering) 
13. Business A~~inistration (Business Administration) 
14. Stage Production of Rarely Produced Pl~s (Speech and Theatre Arts) 

The application forms vdll be completed and sent with the proposals to the Office 
of Education in ,{ashington li.lth a covering letter showing a separation of the 
new and additional requests for fellowships as well as the combined rank. 

October 6, 1961 

Respectfully submitted, 

~-1rs. Shirley ;.lcDonald 
Secretary 
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UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA 
Graduate School 

Minutes of the Executive Committee 
Friday, October 27, 1961 
11:30 A~Mo Campus Club 

Present: Professors W~ B" Cheston, E" H~ Falk, Wn Pn Martin, c. Lc Nelson, 
G., B, Ownbey; Drs~ c, Po Barnum, Jr,, and Victor Johnson; Deans 
Marcia Edwards, Thomas Chamberlin, F., M., Boddy; Dean Bryce 
Crawford, Jro, Presiding; Mrs~ Shirley l1cDonald, Secretaryo 

1~ Dean Crawford opened the meeting by asking the Executive Committee to 
designate seven elected University Senate members currently or recently 
on the graduate group committees to represent the Graduate School on the 
University Senate Committeec Voted that Professors Warren B- Cheston, 
William p, Martin, Norman S" Ker;;-william Ao McDonald, David W, Noble; 
Dean Marcia Edwards and Dro Maurice B- Visscher be so designated~ 

2- A plan which might be effective in spurring the Ph.,D" student toward his 
degree was outlined by Dean Crawford in his letter to the Graduate Faculty, 
This proposal and others have been discussed in some detail in previous 
Executive Committee meetingso Although there has not been sufficient time 
to get reactions and opinions from the graduate faculty as a whole, several 
of the Executive Committee members have received comments from a few of 
their colleagues during earlier discussions of the proolem, 

Professor Martin mentioned that $20 each quarter to maintain candidacy 
could work some hardship on the instructor who, because of other work, is 
not able to move along as quickly in his degree program as he would like, 
It was brought out that the research assistant, earning less money, is 
presently required to register in the Graduate School and that there 
would probably be little reason that the same rule could not apply to the 
instructor'- Dean Edwards said that the general reaction of faculty in here 
area was favorable to the plane 

Professor Nelson remarked that the reaction of the Social Science Group 
Committee was somewhat negative toward a continuous fee after the pre= 
liminary oral examination because either it would have no significance to 
an instructor, or if it were signigicant enough he would find a way to 
earn the money, thus taking even more time from his studieso Professor 
Nelson added that the possibility of having to take the preliminary oral 
examination again might better stimulate the candidate toward his degree ·. 

no~~ Crawford recomm!nded that further discussion be postponed until the 
November Executive Committee meeting to permit enough time for graduate 
faculty response to the proposal~ 

3" A special Ph.,Do program which does not clearly fall within one of the 
established majors was discussedn Dr0 Paul Rosenbloom, in a letter to 



I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Executive Committee Minutes Page 2 October 27,. 1961 

Dean Crawford~ asked whether a PtL,Dn in Mathematical Problems in Educa~ 
tion might be permitted and how it could be administered" Dean Edwards 
suggested that the student might pursue a double major in Education and 
Mathematics (the degree to be a PhoDc in Education or a Ph.D, in Mathe= 
matics) with co~advisers on the thesis work, The three~year program and 
the thesis subject would need to be approved by both departments~ Dean 
Crawford will write Dr, Rosenbloom and suggest that he and the student 
work out the program and furnish a description of the thesis subject to 
be submitted to the Physical Sciences Group Committee and the mathematics 
faculty for action~ This specific program was also discussed in relation 
to the alternative doctorat'e, The important difference between the 
traditional Ph, D,. degree and the proposed "Doctor of Arts" degree is that 
the thesis for the latter would not be a new and original piece of re~ 
search, but more likely an historical or critical type of dissertation. 
The d~an indicated that the alternative doctorate will be a recurring 
subject for discussion, 

4., During the year, the Graduate School has a number of requests for faculty 
to speak to honors groups of college students on graduate study, Dean 
Crawford asked the Committee to contact faculty members who expressed an 
interest so that a list might become available for this purpose, It was 
brought out that these speakers would not necessarily be confined to 
their specific fields, but could meet with groups of college students 
to suggest graduate schools they might attend, how to apply for admission, 
and general aspects of graduate educationn A reference to such a group 
can be made in future issues of the Graduate School Fellowship Announce~ 
ment~ 

Sc Drn Barnum expressed some concern with the Ph~D~ student who majors in 
biostatistics and minors in statistics- The examining committees are 
joint appointments and there has been some feeling that the statistics 
courses in these cases should be a part of the major and that the minor 
should be in a different area- Since the Physical Sciences Group Com~ 
mittee acts on the statistics programs, it was suggested that Professor 
Cheston, the chairman, meet with Dr~ Barnum for further study of this 
problem~ 

6, Dean Cra\"ford asked the Committee members for their thoughts on in cor= 
porating a list of major fields for the Master's and Ph~Dn degrees in the 
Graduate School Bulletin- The Committee agreed that although the list 
could become out of date within a two~year period 1 it would be helpful 
to the students and faculty. The list will be included in the 1962-64 
bulletin.. It is generally true that any field listed as a major may be 
used as a minor, however a statement to the effect that all combinations 
are not acceptable will be added, Dean Crawford intimated that a major 
list in the Graduate Faculty Book might prove usefuL If it is possible 
to include one in the 1962 issue, it will be done~ 
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Executive Committee Minutes Page 3 October 27, 1961 

7, In the spring of 1961 all applications for General Research funds (except 
medical) were evaluated by the General Research Advisory Committeen Some 
of the group committees have expressed a strong desire to do the prelimi
nary evaluation as they have done in previous years" Professor Falk 
stated that a preliminary rating and recommendation by the group committees 
might be useful to the General Research Advisory Committee in making their 
decisions" Professor Ownbey agreed. Dean Edwards and Professor Nelson 
wish to discuss the question with their respective group committees,, 

Dean Crawford expressed some reluctance in charging the Graduate School 
with the responsibility of sorting the proposals by group committee areao 
He would consider, however, sending those applications which seem to fall 
within the Languages and Literature and Biological Sciences areas to their 
respective committees along with a list of all of the proposals for back~ 
ground in evaluating their individual applicationso 

Professor Cheston suggested that should the preliminary evaluating be done 
by group committees, explanations of their ratings be furnished~ Dean 
Boddy emphasized this point and added that the group committees might also 
be able to indicate where certain requests could be modified or cute Dean 
Crawford stated that he would consider setting an earlier deadline for the 
proposals to be in the Graduate School Offices to allow ample time for 
evaluation and final disposition of the applications" This item will be 
carried forward to the November meeting .. 

8" Dean Boddy asked that the policy regarding the foreign language requirement 
for both the Master's and PhoD, degrees be clarifiedo There have been a 
number of graduate students, typically from the Asian countries~ who wish 
to fulfill the requirement by using their native languages" A language may 
or may not be specified by the department, but its use must be justified 
on the basis of having research value, professional use, or both~ Dean 
Boddy stated that many of the faculty may be under the impression that the 
student 9s native language may never be used and that perhaps the next 
letter to the graduate faculty should explain that if relevancy is estab·: 
lished, any language (except English) can be usedn 

Dean Crawford indicated that the Graduate School will devise a method for 
getting statements of justification, perhaps by re-designing the present 
language forms or incorporating the requirement in the student program 
forms., 

A brief discussion ,of the special research technique subject and the 
collateral field followed,. The statement in the Graduate School Bulletin 
reads, "In no case may the special research technique subject or the 
collateral field of knowledge be one that has regularly or traditionally 
been included in the major or minor fields of study of similar candidates 
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in the past,11 Is it to be implied that prerequisites to courses in the 
major and minor also are not to be used? Undergraduate courses in calculus 
and statistics are often used for the research technique and while it can 
be argued that these may be of more value to the student than a second 
foreign language 9 some of the group committees have had doubts about these 
courses fulfilling the requirement as stated in the bulletino Dean Crawford 
recommended that the Committee members take this problem to the group 
committees for futher discussiono 

9o The Executive Committee voted to establish a minor in Lawn A number of 
PhoDc degrees with majors:fn--Political Science and Economics and minors 
in Law have been administered on an individual basis over the past few 
years~ Requests for.a minor in Law have increased at the Master's as 
well as Ph.D" levels" Dean Crawford reported that Dean Lockhart has 
furnished a list of courses for the minor and the names of faculty who 
will serve on student committeeso The courses will be listed in the 
Graduate School Bulletin and the faculty will be appointed to the Graduate 
Faculty at the A-3 status~ 

lOo Dr~ Barnum brought up the matter of a request by the Department of 
Hospital Administration for a graduate course in Psychiatry for Hospital 
Administration majors" A course in psychiatry for students lacking 
necessary background would need to be on a junior level, thus its graduate 
quality might be questionablen The Hospital Administration program is set 
up with a double major and co-advisers, and its work is administered by 
the Social Sciences Group Committee~ If the program were to be expanded, 
it would need to go back to this committee for approval" Dean Crawford 
asked that the question be deferred so that he may look further into the 
status of the Hospital Administration major~ · 

Respectfully submitted, 

(Mrse) Shirley McDonald 
Administrative Secretary 


