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UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA 
Graduate School 

llinutes of the Executive Committee 
Tuesday, April 19, 1966 

12:00 M. Campus Club 

Present: Professors J. G. Darley, J. J. Jezeski, l-Jarren Loud, Maynard C. 
Reynolds, George Seltzer, Dwain W. Warner; Drs. Leslie Zieve and 
R. Drew Hiller; Dean Hillard L. Thompson and Professor Harold J. 
Alford by invitation; Dean Millard L. Gieske, Dean l'Jarren E. Ibele, 
presiding; Mrs. Shirley McDonald, Secretary. 

1. Joint Registration Between the Graduate School and the General Extension 
Division 

Dean Gieske informed the Executive Commi'::tee on the progress of the dis
cussions by the Graduate School ad hoc committee and bet't·7een this committee 
and representatives from the General Extension Division. A report con
taining tentative recommendations by the ad hoc committee and a statement 
on Earning Graduate Credit through General Extension Division were 
circulated to the Executive committee and group committees in March. 

Dean Hillard Thompson and Professor Harold Alford were invited to attend 
the April 19 meetine of the Executive Committee to present t:he General 
Extension Division's views on Joint Registration. 

Dea.1 Thompson said that the General ~~tension Division wants to provide 
opportunity for graduate education if the departments determine that there 
is a need and if there is a recognition by the departments and graduate 
faculty "<·7hich will guarantee quality. He pointed out that Joint Registration 
restricted to students admitted to Graduate School will make it possible 
to maintain standards. The problem concerning library facilities has no 
ready ans't-7er, but 't;i-;.::.1 COi.1Ceatra~ion ::el~'em the departments and the Extension 
Division, minimal library resources could be mac'c ·r:v-aiJ.able. 

Dean Ibele asked about the proportions of eJctension students uho are 
graduate students and those lJithout degree objectives. Dean Thompson said 
that courses and level influence proportions. In all probability most 
courses in the 100 series are populated by fe't'Jer graduate students and 
more upper division students. Professor Alford remarked that the off
campus classes particularly in Education and Agriculture, contain students 
working for graduate credit mainly and that these courses are set up for 
this purpose. 

Dean Ibele spoke of limitations among student body and the difficulty for 
faculty in maintaining standaros if the level of students is not the same. 
He cited an example in Mechanical Engineering "<"Jhere high standards are 
maintained in the 100 level courses, since these classes are populated by 
graduate students and seniors who have been advised to take the courses 
and are, therefore, a selected group. Dean Ibele also mentioned the part
time graduate student who l-Jould likely be limited to a Plan B program 
because he 't·7ould not be on campus for his research and thesis 't'Jork. 
Professor Alford said that in some areas, courses should be restricted to 
graduate students only and that departments should be encouraged to make 
this judgment. 
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The three categories of eJ:tension students enrolling for graduate credit 
mentioned in the GED Report "t-7ere discussed by Dean Thompson. First, the 
student who does not complete application within specified deadlines should 
register through Extension and be allowed to have only the first term's 
"t-7ork transferred to his graduate record (the same as the current Adult 
Special ruling). Se:.;ond, the GED Report states that the student '1ho is 
pursuing a craduate degree else't1here should be able to take any number 
of graduate level courses through Extension only, with the understanding 
that transfer and acceptability 't·7ould be left to the particular institution. 
The third category of the report covers the student who is admitted to the 
Graduate School at the University of Minnesota and " ••• who "t-7ould register 
jointly with the Graduate School and the General Extension Division, and 
"t-1ho \muld be subject to and responsible for all of the Graduate School 
provisions l·lith regard to adviser, program approval, time limitations, and 
so on." 

Dean Ibele brought out that very often the Adult Special category is used 
to "test" the prospective student for admission to graciuate 't·1ork and that 
courses uould not necessarily be conducted on a graduate level under these 
circumstances. 

In regard to the question of amount of credit 't'lhich could be transferred, 
Dean Ibele suggested that the General Extension Division explore with the 
various firms l7hich emphasize the value of graduate degrees the possibility 
of releasing their qualified employees for a year with pay so that these 
students could benefit from a total graduate experience and reach their 
goals more quickly. Dean Thompson explained that this has been suggested 
but that most firms do not have money available for this purpose. And ther~ 
are individuals to be considered whose companies extend no opportunities 
at all (tuition payments, etc.) but who l~ish to obtain graduate degrees for 
their own benefit and advancement. Professor Jezeski said that the 
Agriculture Group Committee expressed concern about the background and 
quality of students participating in programs such as the proposed Joint 
Registration. He stated that many students in the Graduate Professional 
Improvement Program have not had required prerequisite courses and may 
have been removed from their undergraduate education for a long time as 't-7ell. 
This same situation might obtain in the Joint Registration program. Another 
important point to consider is early identification of the student with an 
adviser so that a coherent program can be planned. This l-JOuld require that 
some time be spent on campus. Professor Alford stated that the Extension 
Division is 'tJorking toward this end. He said also that the Extension 
Division would not wish to see an arbitrary limit of credits on the total 
program, although limits might need to be set for specific students <:!:c

specixic courses. 

Professor Lo~i reported that discussions on Joint Reeistration in the 
Physical Sciences Group Committee centered about availability of faculty, 
selection of students, and transfer of credit. He mentioned the evening 
Electrical Engineering program, open to students admitted to Graduate 
School and taught by faculty as a part of t~~ir regular teaching assignment 
and at no extra pay. The University supports this program by releasing a 
portion of faculty time to teach these courses. This helps maintain the 
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quality of the program l7hich probably could not be achieved if taught on 
on an overload basis. There may not be enough demand for evening graduate 
courses to allO't·7 faculty to carry them as a rart of their regular assignment, 
and continuing classes l-7ith very small enrollments l70uld be expensive. 
TI1e possibility of a decrease in the availability of the day programs must 
also be considered. 

The Physical Sciences Group Committee agreed that courses should be res
tricted to students regularly admitted to Graduate School so that they can 
be taught at the level \'7hich \·Jill reach the majority of the students. As 
to transfer of credit, Professor Loud stated that if courses were taught 
as a regular part of the teaching assignment and restricted to graduate 
students regularly admitted, credit transfer 'tJould pose no problems. If, 
ho"t'le'rer, courses are offered on an overload basis through the GED, the 
present limit of 9 credits should be retained. There has been an incon
sistency in transfer rules between the Adult Special and Extension Division, 
and the Physical Sciences Group Committee suggests that a uniform policy 
\'7ould be desirable. Dean Thompson agreed that the Extension Division 't-10Uld 
carry a limited number of classes 'tdth small enrollments. They are able 
to do this because of very large enrollments in other classes. The GED 
also recognizes the problem of obtaining faculty to teach evening courses 
as a part of their regular assignment. 

Professor Seltzer, for the Social Sciences Group Committee, said that there 
should be some limitations on transfer of credit as a first step in order 
to gain experience in the program. Even this limitation liberalizes the 
old rule in that credits could be transferred l'lithout petition. It is 
possible that certain depertments could submit entire programs \·Jith 
regulations \7hile others would need to limit offerings. The evening HBA 
program \.Jas mentioned. This is an evening graduate program O:!,)en only to 
students regularly admitted to Graduate School. The problems in the 
evening l1BA program tend, again, to be atypical. 

In response to a question by Dr. Zieve it l-las indicated that there are at 
present no statistics on the number of students 't·Jho initially began work 
in Extension and \Jere later admitted to the Graduate School. Professor 
Loud said that there are only a comparatively small number of evening 
students in the ~~thematics area interested in qualifying for Graduate 
School. Professor Seltzer pointed out that there may be vast numbers in 

.the area of Education, l7here a premium is placed on additional graduate 
training for teachers. Professor Russell, for the Education Group Com
mittee, said that conclusions reached on the subject of Joint Registration 
were similar to those e:~pressed by the Physical Sciences Group Committee. 

Professor Alford expressed the hope of the GED that a flexible procedure 
would be established with Lespect to transfer of credits and that the needs 
of an individual student and his program be the criteria of transfer. The 
GED opposes a blanket rule of credit transfer that places identical limits 
on all students and departments. 

In conclusion, Dean Ibele asked that any further suggestions or recommenda
tions developing in group committee discussion be relayed to Dean Gieske 
\·7ithin the next few 'tJeeks, so that some final dec is ion on Joint Registration 
can be reached at the May and June Executive Committee meetings. 
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2. A Proposal that the Graduate Major in Electrical Science be Discontinued 

The Department of Electrical Engineering asked that the major in Electrical 
Science be discontinued • since the curre~·~ -:ourse offerings and faculty 
interests serve adequately those students whose backgrounds are in the 
physical sciences. 

The Physical Sciences Group Committee considered the proposal and recommended 
approval. The Executive Committee voted unanimously that the major in 
Electrical Science be discontinued. 

3. Procedures fer Esta~lishing 200 Level CoursP-s 

Dean Ibele reported that a memorandum explaining procedures for establishing 
200 level courses (and changing existing 200 level courses) was sent to 
all department heads. Copies of the memorandum ·uill be sent to members of 
the Executive Committee. 

Professor Seltzer suggested that multiple copies of the detailed syllabus 
of a proposed course be supplied to the appropriate group committee to 
facilitate action. The instructions on the form will be amended to include 
this request. 

4. Policy on Payment of the $20 Continuous Registration Fee by Ph.D. Candidates 
l·7ho are Drafted 

Following discussion, the Executive Committee agreed that the $20 continuous 
registration fee be suspended and the period of military service not be 
included as part of the five year completion time for the Ph.D. Candidate 
l·1ho is drafted. 

5. Group Committee Structure 

The group committees are asked to continue their deliberations on group 
committee structure and the item will be carried forward to the May meeting. 

6. Duluth Graduate Faculty Appointments and Course Proposals 

An ad hoc committee will be appointed through the Social Sciences Group 
Committee and Dean Boddy to consider course proposals and Graduate Faculty 
appointments at Duluth, particularly as they relate to course offerings and 
appointments in Economics and Business Administration -- two fields where 
no major nor minor exists. 

7. Proposed Change in the Oral Preliminary Examination Report Form 

The group committees have been asked to consider the suggestion that a 
place be provided on the Oral Prelim Report form for a statement as to 
't·]hether or not the examining committee recommends a second examination for 
the student l·1ho fails the examination the first time. 
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It was brought out that if the statement is an advisory one (that it is 
recommended either that he re-take the eJcamination or that he not re-take 
the examination), the spot already provided under the "failur~'heading 
already serves the purpose. 

The date for the next Executive Committee meeting was set for Tuesday, 
May 10, at 12:00 M. in the Ladies Lounge. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Shirley HcDonald, Secretary 

April 28, 1966 
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UNIVERSITY o.:JVtinntsota. 

Dean Francis M. Boddy 
Graduate School 
321 Johnston Hall 

Dear Dean Boddy: 

INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY 

DEPARTMENT OF ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING 

MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA 55455 

February 16, 1966 

Several years ago, the Department of Electrical 
Engineering requested the establishment of a graduate 
program in Electrical Science in order to provide an 
opportunity for students with a background in the physical 
sciences to work in this department. However, our ex
perience with such students has been that we are able to 
provide adequately for their training, since our course 
offerings and our faculty interests cover a broad range 
of topics. Consequently, the Electrical Science major 
has not been used, nor proven to be necessary, and we 
would appreciate action being taken to discontinue this 
area. 

AN:ge 

Sincerely yours, 

Allen Nussbaum 
Associate Professor 
Graduate Administrator 


