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UNIVERSITY OF HINNESOTA 
Graduate School 

Minutes of the Executive Committee 
Tuesday, Hay 10, 1966 

11:30 a.m. Campus Club 

Present: Professors Armand Renaud, Dwain l-Jarner, James Jezeski, Uarren 
Loud, Wallace Russell, George Seltzer; Professor Norman Kerr, 
by invitation; Drs. Leslie Zieve and R. Drew :Hiller; Deans 
Millard Gieske and \·J..;rren Ibele; Dean Francis Boddy, presiding; 
Shirley McDonald, secretary. 

1. A Report by the American Council on Education - Dean Boddy reported 
that the American Council on Education has recently completed a study 
on quality of graduate education in some 29 fields (Humanities, 
Social Sciences, Biological Sciences, Physical Sciences and Engineering). 
Institutions 'Hhich participated in the study are those which produced 
Ph.D. degrees in the covered fields between 1953 and 1962. The study 
was conducted by means of questionnaires sent to chairmen and senior 
and junior scholars in each of the fields. They l>Jere asked to rate 
by quality of graduate faculty and also to rate the program from the 
graduate student point of vielJ. Dean Boddy indicated that the study 
An AssP.SS.]!g!l!:. of ili,!ality .!u Graduate EducatiO.Jl '·Jill be published late 
in }~y. Departments interested in having a copy may call the Dean's 
Office (ext. 2966) for information about ordering the publication. A 
brief summary of Minnesota's ranks ,.Jill be circulated to the Graduate 
School Executive Committee. 

2. Proposed Ph.D. ,-,~ith a Major in Biology - Copies of the proposal were 
sent to the Uedical Sciences, Agriculture, and Biological Sciences 
Group Committees and to all members of the Executive Committee late 
in April. 

Dean Boddy called attention to two aspects - one major flexible enough 
to permit specialization and the basic prerequisites required of all 
students. 

Professor Norman Kerr, representing the Advisory Committee of the 
College of Biological Sciences, ,.1as invited to describe the proposal 
more fully and to ansl>Jer questions about it. 

Professor Jezeski asked '1hat assurance there is that the program vJill 
have depth and specialization. He also spoke of the importance of 
coherency of programs (especially in connection with the Master's 
degree and off-campus courses for people in the area of education). 
Professor Kerr explained that once the core requirement has been 
satisfied, the proposed specialty within the program l>Jill be revie,ved 
by a director of graduate studies and/or a guidance committee for 
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each specialty in the College of Biological Sciences prior to submission 
of the doctoral program to the Biological Sciences Group Committee. 
He also mentioned the possibility of individually designed programs 
for students "1hose particular needs and interests do not fit into any 
of the approved specializations. 

In response to a question by Dr. Zieve, about the current majors in 
the Biological Sciences, Professor Kerr noted that the present majors, 
Botany, Genetics, and Zoology, will be retained and that the ne\1 major 
in Biology will serve those students not covered by the current majors. 
The one major, Biology, will allow for a developmental period during 
which direction toward specialization (separate majors) can be determined. 
Other questions in respect to depth and coherency of program in the 
specialities (cell biology, ecology, etc.) 'tvere posed by Professors 
Renaud and Loud. Professor Loud asked lJhether the major preliminary 
examinations t-1ould provide the control for depth in the specialities. 
Professor Kerr said that after the student has passed the comprehensive 
examination, given to the student at the time he enters graduate 
training, the Ph.D. preliminary written examination will be in the 
specialty and the preliminary oral will cover the specialty and the 
minor or supporting program. 

Professor Jezeski suggested that the proposal have lJide circulation-
to faculty in all areas lJhich would be affected and especially in 
Agriculture and Uedical Sciences. 

Pean Boddy pointed out that l-7ith the creation of any new major, Graduate 
Faculty appointments become a factor and appointment of initial Graduate 
Faculty in the ne't-7 major requires careful consideration. The dean 
asked the Executive Committee to get group committee reactions and 
recommendations to the Biological Sciences Group Committee, Professor 
Kerr, or Dean Caldecott before the June Executive Committee meeting 
so that a decision on the proposed major can be reached before the end 
of this academic year .• 

flan B Papers - Questions in respect to the purpose of Plan B papers, 
the number of credits required, types of courses, number of papers 
and the approval and examination of the papers have come to the group 
committees and the Graduate School. 

Following a discussion on these points, the Executive Committee agreed 
that the G.S. Final Oral Report Form be modified to include a state
ment that the Plan B papers have been submitted and the requirement 
satisfied. The bulletin statement will also be clarified. Proposed 
modifications will be prepared by the Graduate School and submitted 
to the Executive Committee at the June meeting. 
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4. Foreign Language Requirement - Professor Renaud referred to the most 
recent report by the ad hoc committee (April 20). This report 
contains points upon l·1hich the committee reached a consensus and a 
meeting will be scheduled to review proposed bulletin material and 
a final report ~1ill be forthcoming. Professor Renaud commended the 
committee, chaired by Professor Parham in his absence, on its careful 
deliberations and analysis of the foreign language questions and the 
reports which have been presented. 

Several items l-1ithin the report ~1ere discussed by the Executive 
Committee and some will be referred back to the ad hoc committee for 
clarification. In the general discussion, several points considered 
included the use of English as a foreign language by the foreign 
student and petitions to substitute one language for another. Dean 
Boddy stated that use of English to fulfill the requirement has not 
been acceptable because proficiency in English is expected so that 
the foreign student can study at the University of Minnesota. A foreign 
student may present his native tongue to satisfy the requirement if 
its use can be justified. The burden of proof falls to the student 
and his adviser. 

Professor Jezeski suggested that the Graduate School require departmental 
approval on petitions to substitute another foreign language for any 
of those definitely specified as acceptable by the departments. The 
committee agreed and the Graduate School staff t·1ill look into a 
procedure by t•7hich this can be accomplished. Perhaps a statement 
on the appropriate Graduate School forms t·1ill suffice. 

5. Group Committee Structure - The Graduate School Executive and group 
committees have been studying the aeneral subject of group committee 
structure. Some recommendations and suggestions have been noted. 
Professor Kerr submitted a proposed plan for the reorganization of 
the Biological Sciences Group Committee. Copies of the proposal \-Jere 
circulated to the Executive Committee. Professor Warner mentioned 
that it is desirable to have broad representation (representatives 
from each department in the College of Biological Sciences as well 
as representatives from areas l7hich will be participating in the programs) 
but the committee should also be small enough to operate effectively. 

Dean Boddy asked that the general discussions continue and that sugges
tions be relayed to the Graduate School. The item ~1ill be carried 
forward. 

6. Duluth Graduate Faculty Appointments and Course Proposals - An ad hoc 
committee, drat-m largely from Business and Economics, nill be appointed 
by Dean Boddy and Professor Seltzer to study long range needs especially 
in the areas of Business Administration and Economics in Duluth. 
Initially, Graduate Faculty appointments in Duluth were all made in 
Education. As Master's programs developed (English, Chemistry, History) 
it seemed appropriate to appoint for these fields. There is also a 
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need for appointments in areas in 't·Jhich no majors or minors presently 
exist. Professor Seltzer pointed out that the Social Sciences group 
committee is taking interim action on Graduate Faculty appointments 
(limiting to 2 years) and course offerings 't-Jith the understanding 
that there is no commitment to a program and that the ad hoc committee 
will review Graduate Faculty needs, library resources, etc. in 
Business Administration and Economics, areas in tr1hich majors seem 
likely to develop in the future. 

7. Proposed Ph.D. in Public Administration - Professor Seltzer reported 
that the Social Sciences Group Committee, augmented by the addition 
of the Associate Dean for Social Sciences, 'tlill review the proposal 
for the Ph.D. in Public Administration. Related fields of Law, 
Political Science, Economics, and Business Administration are currently 
represented on the Social Sciences committee. 

8. The Use of University of Minnesota Faculty Members as Dissertation Topics 
The Social Sciences group committee has had discussion on the use of 
University of Minnesota faculty for dissertation topics. It is the 
consensus of the committee that the study of University of Minnesota 
faculty is not an appropriate subject for the dissertation. The 
basis of the committee's decision is that the usual criteria of objec
tivity and scholarly detachment \-10uld not be present. The Social 
Sciences Group Comoittee, therefore, unanimously recommended that 
the Graduate School adopt the follo't·Jing resolution: 

As a general rule, a thesis or dissertation concerning either 
a present or previous faculty member l1ill not be acceptable 
and students tJill be discouraged from undertaking such. 

The Executive Committee continued t1ith a thorough and comprehensive 
discussion of this problem. It is the consensus of the Executive 
Committee, also, that these types of studies of University of Minnesota 
faculty are inappropriate. The point l1as made that this does not 
preclude the study and biography by a particular faculty member's 
colleague, or by persons not connected with the University of Minnesota. 
Nor does this preclude non-dissertation publication either by graduate 
students or faculty. 

At the conclusion of the discussion, the Executive Committee voted 
unanimously to adopt a rule which prohibits the use of a person nO't-7 
on the active faculty of the University of Hinnesota as a subject 
for a dissertation at the University and discourages the use of a 
person who has been a recent member of the University of Hinnesota 
faculty. 

The date for the next Executive Committee meeting 'li-las set for Thursday, 
June 9, at 11:30 a.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Shirley McDonald, Secretary 
Nay 13, 1966 


