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UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA 
Graduate School 

Minutes of the Executive Committee 
Tuesday, February 6, 1968 

1:00 P.M. 306 Johnston Hall 

Present: Professors D. W. Warner, D. W. Thompson, E. W. McDiarmid, W. S. Loud, 
M. C. Reynolds, D. K. Berninghausen for George Seltzer, C. M. Stowe, 
Drs. Leslie Zieve and R. Drew Miller; Deans W. E. Ibele, M. L. Gieske, 
T. W. Chamberlin, A. J. Hein; Dean Bryce Crawford, Jr., presiding; 
Shirley McDonald, secretary. 

1. Graduate Faculty and Programs - Duluth - Dean Crawford asked the Executive 
Committee for thoughts about Graduate Faculty status in respect to individual 
cases where Duluth students might do Ph.D. the~ is research at Duluth. For •.':.·.·'. 
example, a student who has received the Master s degree at Duluth and has • 
an interest in a particular area of research well represented at Duluth and i~ 
not so well in the Twin City area might take his coursework towards the •~ 
Ph.D. in the Twin Cities and then return to Duluth for the thesis research. 
The question of full Graduate Faculty status for the thesis adviser was 
discussed. One alternative would be a temporary B appointment. A suggestion 
that the Duluth faculty member might be considered an extension of the 
Graduate Faculty in the Minneapolis department seemed to involve too compli
cated a relation between departments which, though they might usefully 
cooperate in discussions on graduate work, in constructing proficiency 
examinations, exchanging grading scales, etc., must after all remain 
separate and independent departments. 

Professor Reynolds brought out the importance of a relationship between 
the student and his resident adviser (for coursework) and thesis director. 

Dean Ibele said that if the faculty member has competence in the area of 
research the B appointment ought to be permanent; actually, the student's 
arrangements would be the temporary part of the situation. 

The Committee concluded that there would be no contradictions in the Graduate 
School, to a B appointment for a Duluth faculty member in special situations 
as described above. 

Dean Crawford said that it might be useful to ask an ad hoc committee with 
representatives from both the Duluth and Twin City Campuses to discuss 
general mechanisms in the continued development of graduate programs at 
Duluth. 

2. Graduate Faculty Nominations and Appointments -The Committee discussed 
criteria for nomination and appointment to the Graduate Faculty with 
some concentration on the A-3 status in certain individual circumstances. 

Dean Crawford reported that, in a few recent instances, he had wished to 
remind new A-3 Graduate Faculty members of the importance of the research 
component in graduate education, even at the Master's level, and had 
included in the letter of appointment the following paragraphs: 

"In accordance with the recommendation of the group committee, 
your appointment includes authorization to teach graduate courses, 
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to serve on committees for graduate degrees, and to act 
as adviser to candidates for the Master's degree. Such 
an appointment carries the dual responsibility to advance 
knowledge in your chosen field and to introduce your 
students to your own active program of research and 
scholarly contribution. 

With good wishes for success and satisfaction in this 
blend of teaching and research characteristic of graduate 
education, " 

He asked whether such a letter might not be appropriate rather generally, 
possibly with slight modification in some areas where "research publication" 
was not centrally relevant, or whether an undesirable "publish or perish" 
implication would produce bad effects. 

The item will be carried forward. 

3. Designation of Majors in the Department of Entomology (refer to Executive 
Committee Minutes, Dec. 5, 1967, Item 3) - The Life Sciences Group Committee 
reviewed the request and recommended approval. The Executive Committee 
concurred and the majors within the Department of Entomology will be 
designated as: (1) M.S. & Ph.D. with a major in Entomology; (2) M.S. & Ph.D. ~ 
with a major in Fisheries; (3) M.S. & Ph.D. with a major in Wildlife. 

4. The P-N Grading System - Dean Andrew Rein was invited to the meeting to 
comment on his discussions with Dr. Donald Beatty and Dean Crawford on 
the P-N grading system as it pertains to the Graduate School. It was 
decided that adopting the P-N system for graduate students would complicate 
and confuse matters since the Graduate School already has two systems of 
grading (A through F, and S or U). Furthermore, students planning to l 
transfer graduate credit taken as an undergraduate (conditions stated in 
the Graduate School Bulletin) or as an Adult or Summer Special (first term's 
work only) to a graduate program should be aware that the P-N grading will 
not be acceptable. 

Dean Chamberlin suggested that the Graduate School requirement regarding 
the P-N system be indicated in the Class Schedule. Dean Rein will contact 
Dr. Beatty about this. 

The Executive Committee agreed that at this time the Graduate School will 
retain the current grading systems. 

5. Eligibility to take the Preliminary Oral Examination for the Ph.D. -There 
has been some confusion as to when a Ph.D. student is eligible for the 
preliminary oral examination. Current regulations, as stated in the 
Graduate School Bulletin, require that the minor and the language option 
be completed prior to this examination. But in addition, an unwritten 
regulation which developed through some mysterious form of osmosis, has 
delayed students who have more than 10 credits of incomplete work in the 
major field. This has worked a hardship on some students, particularly 
those with a good many research courses which they could not expect to 
complete and still take the preliminary oral examination within a reasonable 
period. 

A rather broad discussion on the timing of the preliminary oral examination 
followed. Some committee members feel that the student should take the 
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examination as soon as his adviser thinks he is ready, regardless of 
the number of credits (whether major or minor) not completed. Dean 
Gieske pointed out that some students are reluctant to complete the 
program after passing the preliminary examination. Then when the 
student comes to the final oral examination stage, petitions to remove 
the incompleted courses are submitted. 

The written examination in the major field received some attention. 
While most students have accomplished the written examination by the 
time they schedule the preliminary oral, a few areas give the written 
examination following the preliminary oral. And, according to the 
Graduate School Bulletin, this is an option which may be exercised. 

It was decided definitely that the "10 credit" rule be dispensed with. 
The Graduate School will continue to hold for the completion of the \ 
minor and the language option. 

The Executive Committee will discuss with the group committees all of 
the issues brought out in respect to eligibility to take the preliminary 
oral examination and the item will be carried forward. 

6. Substitutions on Examining Committees - Graduate School group committee 
personnel receive many requests for substitutions on examining committees. 
Requests are accepted when called in by the student's adviser or the 
group committee chairman. In May, 1965, the Executive Committee agreed 
that the Assistant Dean of the Graduate School could make substitutions 
on Plan B Master's and Ph.D. preliminary oral examining committees with
out referring the requests to the group committee chairmen. This has 
been the general practice; however several group committee chairmen 
prefer to be contacted on all substitutions. This is done with the 
exception of a few emergency "last minute" requests. 

The great number of substitutions and the follow-up work is a complicated 
process and any suggestions for simplifying procedures are welcome. 

7. Use of General Extension Credits through Joint Registration for the ~ 
Collateral Field and Research Technique for the Ph.D. - When the Collateral 
Field option called for a minimum of 15 credits, 6 credits of General 
Extension Division work, through Joint Registration, could be applied to 
this requirement. Transfer of General Extension Division credits towards 
the Research Technique has not been permitted. 

The Graduate School has had queries about the number of GED credits which 
can be used towards the Collateral Field now that it has been reduced from 
15 to 9 credits. There have also been questions about the use of such 
credit on the Research Technique. 

After some deliberation, the Executive Committee agreed tentatively that 
all 9 credits may be taken through Joint Registration and applied to the 
Collateral Field or the Research Technique provided that the total number 
of Joint Registration credits does not exceed the 12 credit limit. 

This is a tentative action which will be reviewed and final action taken 
after the group committees have an opportunity to discuss it. 

Next meeting: March 5, 1968 

Feb. 16, 1968 

Respectfully submitted, 
Shirley McDonald, secretary 
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UNIVERSITY o.:iV(inne.som 

November 21, 1967 

Dean Bryce Crawford 
321 Johnston Hall 
Graduate School 
Minneapolis Campus 

Dear Dean Crawford: 

ORADUA TE SCHOOL 

NOV 22 1967 

OFFICE OF TdE DEAN 

INSTITUTE OF AGRICULTURE 

DEPARTMENT OF ENTOMOLOGY, FISHERIES, AND WILDLIFE 

ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA 55101 

During the past few months our department has made a very thorough review 
of our undergraduate Fisheries and Wildlife curriculum. The most signifi-
cant outcome of this study has been the decision to separate the curriculum 
into two majors: (1) Fisheries, and (2) Wildlife; which will share a common 
lower division program and will have different emphasis at the upper division 
level. This change was proposed in recognition of the need for more 
professional specialization and has been approved by the appropriate Curriculum 
Committee. 

For some time we also have been aware of the need to revise the major areas 
in our department at the Graduate School level. Indeed, we have had distinct 
programs for students interested in wildlife and for those preparing for a 
career in fisheries for several years. The programs essential for the training 
of wildlife specialists, who deal with terrestrial organisms and habitats for 
the most part, must be quite different from those designed for fisheries experts 
who are aquatic biologists. Furthermore, the inclusion of fisheries and 
wildlife in one Graduate School major causes difficulties in reviewing student 
applications for admission to the Graduate School. We have to know which in 
order to determine whether there is an adviser who can supervise their training. 
In other words, a student indicates an interest in fisheries and wildlife, 
which is the major mentioned in the Graduate Bulletin, when we-need to know 
whether he is interested in fish, fur or fowl. Finally, prospective employers 
are almost always seeking a person with a major preparation and research 
experience in either fisheries 2! wildlife, not fisheries ~ wildlife. 

Therefore, I am requesting permission to designate three graduate majors in the 
department: Entomology, Fisheries, and Wildlife. In the undergraduate bulletins 
we shall be numbering entomology courses Ent --- as before, but will use the 
prefix FW --- for the fisheries and wildlife offerings. We may want to consider 
a similar change when we prepare material for a revision of the Graduate Bulletin 
in the future. 

Sincerely yours, 

A. C. Hodson 
Head of the Department 

mr 


