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UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA 
Graduate School 

Minutes of the Executive Committee 
Tuesday, April 16, 1968 

1:00 P.M. 306 Johnston Hall 

Present: Professors D. W. Thompson, D. W. Warner, W. S. Loud, E. W. McDiarmid, 
Suzanne Davison for C. M. Stowe, J. C. Men~in forM. C. Reynolds, 
J. C. Kidneigh for George Seltzer; Dr. R. Drew Miller; Deans 
F. M. Boddy, W. E. Ibele, M. L. Gieske, M. H. Lease; Dean Bryce 
Crawford, Jr., presiding; Shirley McDonald, secretary. 

Dean Crawford introduced Professor Harry Lease, from the University of 
Minnesota at Duluth, who will be serving as an assistant dean spring quarter 
and possibly through this summer. Dean Lease comes to the Minneapolis 
Graduate School Office one day each week and is becorning acquainted with 
general procedures in admissions, group committee work, administration, and 
the like. Dean Crawford suggested that he might also attend group committee 
meetings if this can be arranged. Procedural operations between the two 
campuses have posed some difficulty due to geographieal separation; Dean 
Lease will help us in this regard as well as in the eontinuing development 
of graduate programs at Duluth. 

1. Proposed School of Public Affairs - Dean Crawford called upon Professor 
John Kidneigh to report to the Executive Committ•:!e on this matter. As 
a result of careful study over many months by a special joint CLA
Graduate School committee, on which Professor Kidneigh served, there 
was generated a thoughtful recommendation for the restructuring of our 
offerings in Public Administration. The general trend was perhaps well 
indicated by the recommendation that the Public Administration Center 
as it has existed be disestablished and it its place a School of Public 
Affairs created. This committee recommendation, now under study by the 
appropriate implementing committees in CLA and also by the Social Sciences 
Group Committee for the Graduate School, obviously has significant 
implications for graduate programs in this area. 

Copies of the proposal will be sent to the Executive Committee for 
information and we will look forward to comments from the Social Sciences 
Group Committee after it has studied the proposal. 

2. Proposed Modification in Programs for Economics Majors - A proposal 
submitted by the Director of Graduate Studies for the Department of Economics 
suggests that a written preliminary examination required for the Ph.D. 
student be the equivalent to a Plan B paper. In Economics all Ph.D. 
students are required to pass three separate preliminary written examinations; 
one covers the core area of economic theory and the other two cover two 
of the specialized fields within Economics. This would mean, then, that y/ 
the student who has passed these preliminary examinations and satisfied 
the course requirements and passed the final oral for the Master's degree 
would be awarded the Master's degree without writing Plan B papers. 

While the proposal falls within the province of the Social Sciences Group 
Committee, copies were distributed to the chairmen of all of the committees 
for their information and reaction. The item will be carried forward. 



I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

-2-

3. Proposed Ph.D. with a Major in the History of Medicine and Biological Sciences~ 
(Refer to Executive Committee Minutes, Dec. 5, 1967, Item 8) 
Following a preliminary review by the Medical Sciences and Life Sciences 
Group Committees, a revised proposal was submitted to the Graduate School. 
The revision, which is more sharply focused, is now under consideration. 
The Medical Sciences Group Committee recommended that it be approved with 
the provision that it be critically reviewed in five years. 

Professor Kidneigh, for Social Sciences, said that there seems to be no 
strong negative feeling, but that the revised proposal has not yet been 
discussed in any detail. 

Professor Warner, for Life Sciences, said that there are some questions 
still in the discussion stage. He and Professor Stowe will prepare a 
statement for Dean Crawford. 

The item will be carried forward until the Life Sciences, Social Sciences, 
and Language, Literature, and Art Group Committees have opportunity for 
further review. 

4. Proposed Master of Arts with a Major in English as a Second Language (Plan B) v/ 
"The program in English as a Second Language is not a department; it is 
an interdisciplinary program with three functions--teaching English to 
foreign students, preparing teachers of English as a second language, and 
pursuing research in English as a second language. In its second function 
it offers a master's degree and a certificate through an interdisciplinary 
course sequence. Its faculty is composed of members of the Graduate Faculty 
of the participating colleges and departments."l 

The proposal has been circulated to the Language, Literature and Art and 
the Education Group Committees for review. Professor Thompson stated that 
Professor Walter Lehn, of the advisory committee for the program, attended 
the group committee meeting to supply additional information. The Language 
Literature, and Art Group Committee recommended that the major be established. 

The item will be held over pending recommendation by the Education Group 
Committee. 

5. Proposed Master of Arts with a Major in Sanskrit - This proposal has been ~ 
referred to the Language, Literature, and Art Group Committee. Professor 
Thompson said that there will be further discussion during the May meeting 
and that Professor Copeland plans to attend. 

6. Proposed Master of Science with a Major in Dietetic Nutrition - Discussion ~ 
on this item will be deferred. Professor Suzanne Davison will contact 
Professor Sirny regarding additional information to be supplied to the 
Medical Sciences and Life Sciences Group Committees. 

7~roposed Change in Designation of one Major for the Master of Fine Arts Degree 
~· ~o eliminate confusion and redundancy, it has been suggested that the major, 

Fine Arts, be changed to Studio Art. Thus the MFA will be offered with 
majors in Theatre, in Music, and in Studio Art. 

The Language, Literature, and Art Group Committee recommended the change be\ ~ 
made and the Executive Committee approved. 

1 from the Proposal for English as a Second Language 
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8. Developments at Duluth (Refer to Executive Committee Minutes, Feb. 6, 1968, 
Item 1) 
Dean Crawford referred to former discussions regarding the development of 
graduate courses and programs on the Duluth Campus, in accordance with the 
policy of developing on the Duluth Campus not only complete Master's 
programs as departmental strengths grow and appropriate student clientele 
is identified, but also doctoral programs or components thereof as resources 
appear and occasion occurs. 

The case discussed in February has materialized and we shall have a student 
who will, after completing his Master's degree at Duluth, move to Minneapolis 
to pursue course work and will ultimately return to Duluth for his thesis 
research; we are appointing his adviser to ·~·· status with regard to the 
work of this student. 

9. Approval of Graduate Courses for Joint Registration - Professor Thompson, 
for Language, Literature, and Art initiated discussion on this question 
because the committee had received a good many 100-level course approval 
requests from the General Extension Division and Graduate School. Before 
Joint Registration was adopted, the graduate group committees reviewed 
only the 200-level course requests, while the 100-level courses were left 
to departmental curriculum committee action. 

There followed some review of the underlying philosophy for Joint 
Registration, and the concerns of the Graduate School: the individual 
graduate student be admitted in the normal way; that the course content 
be of graduate quality; that the instructor be a member of the Graduate 
Faculty; that appropriate study resources be available to the student; 
and that the overall make-up of the class be consonant with class 
discussion at an advanced level. Certain of these concerns are cared 
for by the Joint Registration mechanism; evaluation and review of the 
course content and the actual class operation can best be done by the 
departments with the aid of the group committees. While in initiating 
Joint Registration we gave blanket approval to all 100-number courses 
except where the department specifically disapproved, we wish to move 
toward the intended long-term approach under which only the 100-number 
courses which are specifically approved will be accepted for use toward 
graduate programs under Joint Registration. Thus we will be assured of 
departmental awareness and responsibility to the same extent as in the 
case of day-school courses. In continuing to develop Joint Registration 
procedures, the Graduate School staff will work toward obtaining recom
mendations from the departments with regard to 100-number course approval; 
these departmental approvals will be brought to the attention of the 
group committees for such review as may seem appropriate to them. 

10. Graduate Student Organization - Dean Boddy reported briefly on the progress 
of the graduate student organization. It will be based on the structure of 
the graduate group committees and will have an executive committee. The 
Agricultural Science students have organized and one or two other groups 
have scheduled meetings. It is likely that the organization will be com
pleted during the spring quarter. 

Dean Boddy also mentioned that the ASTRA group has been very active--raising 
questions and making useful suggestions. 

Meeting Dates: May 21 and June 4 . The meeting was adjourned. 
Respectfully submitted, 

April 19, 1968 Shirley McDonald, secretary 


