
UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA 
Graduate School 

Minutes of the Executive Committee Meeting 
Tuesday, February 5, 1974 

11:30 AM 626 Campus Club 

Present: Professors Frank Ungar,: Paul Johnson, Charles Walcott, Donald 
Otterby, Edward Silberm,ln, Betty Robinett; Graduate Student 
representatives, Julie 13elle White, Dennis Jackson, Marcia 
Tressler, Paul Stembler; Deans Kenneth Keller, Andrew Hein, 
Kenneth Zimmerman, Harry Lease; Beverly t1iller, Taewon Rna, 
Bonita Sindelir; Dean May Brodbeck, presiding; Shirley 
McDonald, Secretary. 

A. ITEMS FOR ACTION 

1. Proposed Minor Designated as Religious Studies for the Master 1 s 
Degree Plan A and the Ph.D. Degree; a Related Field for the Plan B 

This proposal has been discussed and acceptance recommended by the 
Language, Literature, and Arts and the Social Sciences Policy and 
Review Committees. 

Professor Robinett summarized the proposal. Religious Studies 
draws courses from a number of disciplines including Classics, 
Anthropology, History, American Studies, Music, and Sociology. 
These courses have been used as a Supporting Program for a number 
of students over the past year. Supporting Programs and related 
fields are not designated on the student 1 s program nor transcript. 
It is believed that an approved minor for the Plan A Master 1 s and 
the Ph.D. degree would make the substance of this interdisciplinary 
area more visible and provide an identifiable minor which some 
students prefer. 

The proposal states that the minor program would be planned by the 
student and the Religious Studies Committee in accordance with the 
student 1 s major concentration--thus there would not be a core of 
courses required by everyone opting for the minor. 

Since proficiency in a minor field must be certified, Dean Hein asked 
that the Religious Studies Committee furn.ish the Graduate School with 
an updated list of courses which may be applied to the minor as pos
sible changes and/or additions occur. 

Professor Walcott said that discussions in the Social Sciences Policy 
and Review Committee expressed some concern about the lack of a 
required core of courses and the use of fields just for minors, but 
the questions were satisfied and the recommendation for approval was 
made. 

It was moved and seconded that Religious Studies be approved as a 
designated minor for the Plan A Master 1 s and the Ph.D. degrees. 
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Dean Brodbeck called for a vote and the motion was passed unanimously. 
Use of these courses on the Plan B Master's will remain as a related 
field and will not be designated. A copy of the proposal is bound 
with the official file of these minutes. 

2. Graduate Faculty Nominatic1ns - Clarification of Criteria 

As the Directors of Graduate Study and the various Graduate School 
committee memberships change, questions about the Graduate School's 
operations are often raised. Dean Brodbeck said that some of these 
questions will be taken up in an attempt to clarify or, perhaps, 
change policy and practices where this seems warranted. One such 
subject for discussion involves nomination and appointment to the 
Graduate Faculty. 

Dean Zimmerman prepared a draft of general criteria, categories of 
appointment, and general procedures currently in use; this draft 
was distributed to the Executive Committee for discussion. He 
pointed out that the criteria listed are general and that specific 
guidelines and procedures would be left to the Unit and Policy and 
Review Committees. 

Dean Zimmerman elaborated on several points in the dr~ft calling for 
reaction and comments with the view towards a memorandum which can be 
circulated to the Policy and Review Committee members, Unit Committee 
chairmen, and Directors of Graduate Study. 

An important consideration, emphasized by Dean Brodbeck, is active 
involvement of the faculty member in the field. Faculty may be 
qualified in more than one area, but Graduate Faculty appointments 
should be confined to the field(s) in which the faculty member is 
teaching, advising, and directing students in their thesis research. 

In the discussion about the categories of associate and full member
ship, Ms. Julie Belle White emphasized the importance of teaching and 
advising; although it is intended that the skills in each category 
are cumulative from the A-1 through the B, Ms. White asked that 
teaching and advising be added to the draft in the portions dealing 
with categories A-3 and B. Although Graduate Faculty at the A-2 
level may also serve on Master's and Ph.D. examining committees, 
they do not act as chairmen of these committees. And, it was brought 
out, that the student•s adviser is not always also the chairman of 
his examining committee. The draft should be amended to take these 
points into account. 

Dean Keller mentioned that there are some fields in which no Master•s 
degree is offered; it was agreed that this would preclude the A-3 
level appointment and if a Ph.D. degree is not available in a given 
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area, B appointments in that field would not be made. This informa
tion should be included in the draft. Service on examining committees 
for Master's and Ph.D. students is implied in the statements about A-3 
and B appointments, but should be spelled out in the draft. Dennis 
Jackson asked how a faculty member can gain knowledge of advising 
or advising experience required for an appointment at the A-3 level. 
Dean Brodbeck mentioned that experience is oftEn gained by faculty 
assigned by departments as advisers to first-year graduate students. 
The avenue of co-advising with a full member of the Graduate Faculty 
in the field is another approach. 

Dean Zimmerman turned next to the procedures by which the nominations 
are reviewed and recommended by the Unit and Policy and Review Commit
tees. 

Ms. White said that while the Units may be knowled9eable about the 
nominees in their fields, final recommendation ought to come from 
the Policy and Review Committees to allow input by the student 
representatives. 

Some of the Policy and Review Committees have specified additional 
criteria or detail which apply to their programs. Social Sciences 
is currently discussing its procedure of review at the Unit Committee 
level, initiated last year, on an experimental basis. Details of 
procedures exercised by the various committees might be attached as 
an appendix to the memorandum rather than be included in the pro
cedures common to all. Dean Lease suggested that a sheet of pro
cedures sent to all Directors of Graduate Study by the chairmen of 
the Policy and Review Com~ittees might promote unification of 
criteria. 

Ms. White suggested that, at the March meeting, the Executive Committee 
consider a motion to establish procedures for nomination and appoint
ment to the Graduate Faculty and that those at the A-3 and B level, 
at least, be dealt with by the Policy and Review Committees. Dean 
Brodbeck asked that all Policy and Review Committees consider this 
point so that it may be taken up again at the March 12 meeting of the 
Executive Committee. 

G.S. 74, revised in March 1972, is the proper form for nominating 
persons to the Graduate Faculty. Dean Zimmerman stressed the point 
that even though some faculty in the field may have different opinions 
about a nomination, it should still come to the Graduate School f~r 
review by.the appropriate committee. Differing views can accompany 
the nomination, but as long as a qualified member of the Graduate 
Faculty in the field has endorsed the nomination, it should receive 
the normal review. Professor Johnson urged that this be made clear 
in the memorandum. 
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Nominating to membership on the Graduate Faculty cannot be confined 
to department chairmen and Directors of Graduate Study since some 
may not hold the appropriate Graduate Faculty appointment. Dean 
Zimmerman emphasized that the nominator must hold an appointment 
which is at least equivalent to that of the nominee and in the 
same field. 

Ms. White commented on Item 13 on the nomination f~rm--the item 
suggests that letters of recommendation may be helpful, but she 
feels that this should become a requirement. Some of the Policy 
and Review Committees do ask for such letters from the program 
chairmen or other qualified sources. 

The draft states that the nominations for all levels should be co
ordinated through the Director of Graduate Study. Ms. ~~hite said 
that the role of the DGS should be more crearly defined--not all 
are aware of their responsibilities. Professor Silberman suggested 
that a letter of transmittal outlining these responsibilities accom
pany the memorandum when it is distributed. 

Ms. White expressed the hope that faculty and student representatives 
can develop procedures for evaluating teaching and advising skills 
which can be used as a basis for recommendations in respect to hiring, 
termination, promotion, tenure, and appointment to the Graduate Faculty. 
At this point, however, Item 13 should be clear as to what is required; 
letters of recommendation should address themselves to the criteria for 
the appointment. Dean Brodbeck agreed that this be clarified in the 
draft and that the Policy and Review Committees discuss the possibility 
that letters of recommendation be mandatory. (It was mentioned here 
that those committees which do not ask for such letters do have 
certain categories of documentation which they check.) 

Dean Zimmerman concluded the discussions on the draft by explaining 
the circumstances under which graduate students may be appointed to 
the A-1 level for a limited period. 

The draft, as presented to the Executive Committee, will be sent to 
all members of the Policy and Review Committees for discussion over 
the next month. Comments and suggestions for the memorandum should 
be communicated to Dean Brodbeck for consideration by the Executive 
Committee at the March 12 meeting. 

B. ITEMS FOR INFORMATION AND DISCUSSION 

1. Current Problems and Future Agenda Items 

Dean Brodbeck asked for items which might be included on agenda for 
future meetings. 
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Professor Silberman suggested that the role of the full member (B) 
of the Graduate Faculty might be discussed in more detail. 

Ms. White emphasized the need for student input into discussions by 
the Committee to Define Teaching Excellence. Paul Stembler mentioned 
a new book which defines nine areas of excellence and involvement; 
interested persons may contact him for the title, author, and publisher. 

Dean Zimmerman mentioned the possibility of a handbook for Directors 
of Graduate Study which would involve discussion by Policy and Review 
and the Executive Committees. 

Dean Lease asked about a future meeting of the Directors of Graduate 
Study. Dean Brodbeck said that one will be scheduled for the spring 
quarter. 

The meeting was adjourned. 

February 12, 1974 

Respectfully submitted, 

Shirley A. McDonald 
Secretary 
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UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA 
TWIN CITIES 

February 8, 1974 

Professor Thomas Kraabel 
Chairman, Religious Studies 
311B Folwell Hall 
East Bank Campus 

Dear Professor Kraabel, 

Office of the DPan 

Graduate School 
Johnston Hall 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55455 

Following the recommendation by the Language, Literature, and 
Arts and the Social Sciences Policy and Review Committees, the 
Graduate School Executive Committee approved the minor in 
Religious Studies for the Master of Arts, Plan A and the Ph.D. 
Degrees. Religious Studies will be a non-designated related 
field for the Plan B Master•s Degree. 

This action was taken at the Executive Committee meeting held 
on February 5, 1974 and is recorded in the official minutes of 
that meeting. 

Sincerely, 

M~~~ 
May Brodbeck . 
Dean 

MB:mt 



UNIVERSITY o_:iV{innesota 

GRADUATE SCHOOL • JOHNSTON HALL • MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA 55455 

Of/ice of the Dean 

December 27, 1973 

Professor Thomas Kraabel, Chairman 
Religious Studies 
311B Folwell Hall 
East Bank Campus 

Dear Professor Kraabel, 

Thank you for your letter requesting that Religious Studies be 
designated as a minor and related field area. 

I am forwarding the proposal to the two appropriate Policy and 
Review Committees: Language, Literature and Arts and the Social 
Sciences, for their review. 

" It probably would be helpful to the members of the committees if 
you were to be present at their next meeting to answer any questions 
that might arise. Doubtless you will hear from Professors Robinett 
and Walcott shortly. 

With all best wishes for the New Year, 

Sincerely, 

May Brodbeck 
Dean 

MB:mt 

cc: Professor Betty Robinett 
Professor Charles E. Walcott 

NB: Taewon Rna will be glad to invite Professor Kraabel for you if 
you wish. Just call her at 3-7927. 



Lm UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA 
TWIN CITIES 

December 21, 1973 

Dean May Brodbeck 
The Graduate School 
321 Johnston Hall 
Minneapolis campus 

Dear Dean Brodbeck, 

Religious Studies 
3118 Folwell Hall 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55455 

G~OOATESCHX>l 

DEC 2 1 1973 

This letter is a request that "Religious Studies" (RelS) be designated as 
a "minor" for the M.A. (plan A) and the Ph.D. and as a "related field" for 
the M.A. (plan B). 

As you know, the "supporting program" in Religious Studies has been in use 
for some time, and its availability was announced to the general grad stu
dent population in the summer, 1973 issue of Form 7000. However, supporting 
programs are not labelled in the student's records, thus, for example, one 
of these students will soon graduate with a major in Music and what first 
looks like a "minor" in "Supporting Program". These RelS supporting pro
grams draw courses from a number of departments, and the theme which binds 
them together is not at all obvious in the records; however, the unity of 
a minor drawing courses from Classics, Anthropology, History and Sociology 
will be obvious if the overall label for the minor is "Religious Studies". 
Further, many students want that specific label, Religious Studies, on their 
records for academic and professional reasons. 

Prof. Robert Tapp (Religious Studies I Humanities) already has graduate 
faculty status in Religious Studies, and my application is in process; both 
of these are at the A-2 level. In addition, Profs. Josef Altholz (History), 
Ayers Bagley (Education), Roland Delattre (American Studies), Arthur Johnson 
(Sociology), Johannes Riedel (:t·fusic) and Robert Spencer (Anthropology) --all 
members of the Religious Studies Committee--have been involved in advising 
graduate students and constructing specific supporting programs. At the next 
committee meeting, January 9, the matter will be presented to the entire com
mittee, and further nominations will be made immediately thereafter. 

The Religious Studies Committee has been a CLA committee for more than a decade 
and for the past two years has been appointed jointly by CLA and the Graduate 
School. The committee members are chiefly senior faculty and provide a great 
deal of teaching and research experience in the various aspects of the academic 
study of religion. The administrative base for Religious Studies is the ad
vising office, 114 Johnston Hall, and my office in the Classics Department; 
graduate students are already making use of both offices. Thus the addition of 
"minor., and "related field 11 status at the graduate level requires no additional 
expenditure for faculty or for office space. 
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Because of the interdiscipli~ary way Religious Studies is done on this 
campus, there are to be no required courses for the minor or related 
field. We would continue to do what is done now for the supporting pro
grams: on the basis of the student's previous work in the academic study 
of religion and of the particular way Religious Studies fits into his 
major area, an advisor is selected from the Religious Studies Committee 
and courses are chosen from the committee's list of "courses central to 
Religious Studies". Prof. Tapp's curriculum subcommittee began revising 
and updating that list in Novewber, and a copy of it will be forwarded 
to you when it is complete; however, the following courses are examples, 
all of which have been used in supporting programs in the past: 

ArnSt 5101,2 Religion in America 
Anth 5151 Anthropology of Religion and Folklore 
Clas 5072 Religion in Antiquity: the New Testament 
Hist 5787,8 Proseminar: Religious History of Modern Europe 
Mus 5608 Leiturgia 
Soc 5151 Religion as a Social Institution 

We have already requested approval of RelS 5970 Directed Study and RelS 
5980 Directed Instruction; these would also be used in future graduate 
minors in Religious Studies. 

Because of the deadlines for bulletin copy, I am submitting this request 
before the GS Form 74's have been submitted for potential graduate faculty, 
and.· before the revised list of "courses central to Religious Studies" is 
completed; both the courses and the faculty have already been approved by 
their respective departments and by the Graduate School for departmental 
purposes, thus· we have some reason to be optimistic that they would be ac
ceptable also for Religious Studies. 

I have gone over the proposed program with Assistant Dean Andrew Rein, who 
has been most helpful with his suggestions. Assistant Dean Kenneth Zimmerman 
was a member of the committee in earlier years and is familiar too with the 
B.A. major in Religious Studies and with the work of the committee. I will 
be available during the vacation period, at 373-5621 and 729-5658. You may 
wish to discuss this letter with one or another of us, or with members of the 
Religious Studies Committee, a list of whom is enclosed. 

Yours, 

~~ 
TK:jm 

encl. 

Thomas Kraabel, Chairman 
Religious Studies 

cc: Profs. Robert Spencer, Gordon O'Brien and Frederick Asher 
Mrs. Valerie Pace, Assistant Dean Andrew Rein 
Mr. Gary Reierson, Ms. Susan Smith 



RELIGIOUS SWDIES CQI.TIITTTEE 1973 - 1974 
College of Liberal Arts and Graduate School 

University of Minnesota 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55455 

CHAiffi~ - A. Thomas Kraabel (Classics) - 3llb Folwell Hall - 373-5621, -3912 

Wassilij Alexeev (Slavic Languages) - 253 Elliott Hall - 373-5079 

Josef Altholz (History) - 614 Soc. Sci. Bldg. - 373-2711 

Frederick Asher (Art History) 108 Jones Hall - 376-7622 

Ayers Bagley (History and Phil. of Education) - 203g Burton Hall - 373-2249 

Roland Delattre (American Studies) - 225 Main Engineering - 373-3668 

Caesar Farah (Middle Eastern Lan~tages) - 160 Klaeber Court - 373-5724 

Jerry Fjerkenstad (Student Representative) - 1109 7th St. S.E., Minneapolis, MN 55414 
331-l673 

Raymond Geist (Interdepartmental Majors and Programs) - 114 Johns.ton -· 376-3030 

Arthur Johnson (SociologyJ - 1114 Social Science Bldg. - 373-2619 

Joseph Kwiat (Humanities) - 314 Ford Hall - 373-3511 

H. E. Mason (Philosophy) - 395 Ford Hall - 373-3613, -3612 

Richard Mather (East Asian Languages) - 321 Folwell Hall - 373-4922 

Gordon O'Brien (English) - 207 Kain Engineering - 373-0104 
• Valerie Halverson Pace (Interdepartmental ~~jors and Programs) - 114 Johnston - 376-30~; 

Jonathan Paradise (Middle Eastern Languages) - 180 Klaeber Court - 376-4866 

Johannes Riedel (Music) - 105 Scott Hall - 373-3440 

Robert W. Ross (Student Life Studies) - 328 vlalter Library - 373-4057, -4862 

Cyndi Rutledge (Student Representative) - 1915 Columbus Ave. South, No. 3, Minneapolis, 
MN 55h04 - 332-1744 

Mulford Q. Sibley (Poltical Science) - 1414 Social Science Bldg. - 373-2683 

Robert Spencer (Anthropology) - 210 Ford Hall - 373-4614 

Robert Tapp (HQmanities) - 314 Ford Hall - 373-3513 

James Tracy (History) - 614 Social Science Bldg. - 376-4570 

Jean Theisen (Student Intermediary Board) - 101 Johnston Hall - 373-2821 

Gary Reierson (Religious Studies Adviser - Ex Officio Member) - 114 Johnston Hall -
376-3030 

John Tomhave (Administrative Assistant - Ex Officio Member) - 114 Johnston Hall, 
376-3030, 304a Folwell, 373-3912 
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C§1cial Sciences Policy and Review Committee 
Minutes of January 25, 1974 Meeting Page 2 

V. Proposal for a Minor/Related Field in Religious Studies 

Professor Kraabel spoke about the proposal. Religious Studies as a supporting 
program has been in existence for some time and its availability was announced 
in the summer 1973 issue of Graduate School Form 7000. The rationale for the 
proposal is two fold: 1) to make various interdisciplinary subjects hang together 
for an easy identification and 2) to show its availability in the bulletin. The 
Religious Studies Committee was appointed by the Graduate and CLA Deans. There 
will be no required courses for the minor in Religious Studies since the program 
is interdisciplinary, depending mainly on the strong faculty advising. 

The discussion centered around several members' concern that in the absence 
of basic courses for the minor, students would have no idea as to the nature of 
the minor in Religious Studies. Wondering about the legitimacy of allowing a 
minor in the field where no major degree was offered, members were also concerned 
about possible proliferations of such proposal in the future if this would be 
approved and become precedental. 

Professor Kraabel stated that the B.A. in Religious Studies had started as 
a minor without structured courses, entirely depending on the faculty advising. 
Likewise, minor courses at the graduate level would strongly rely on the faculty 
advising, depending on the individual student's need and major concentration. 
Asked by the committee, Professor Kraabel said there would be about 10 students 
each year taking the program as a minor or a related field. 

Mr. Stembler thought that the individual student's need ought to be given 
serious consideration. It seemed to him, therefore, quite reasonable to leave 
the cours~ arrangement for a minor in Religious Studies to the adviser. He also 
reminded the committee of its previous approval for the Ancient Studies program 
which was similar in all respect to the present proposal. 

Approval of the proposal was moved, seconded, and carried unanimously. 

VI. 

Professor Schwartzberg explai d that the document distributed to the 
committee was prepared mainly to inf m the collegiate administrations of the 
new focus of the programs in the Depar ent of South Asian Studies. The graduate 
students in South Asian Languages can no have two options, Language and Literature, 
and Civilization. At neither M.A. nor th Ph.D. level will any specific course be 
designated as an absolute degree requiremen since courses will be tailored to 
each individual student's major interest. He aid that he would be glad to answer 
any questions that might arise in the future. 

Professor Walcott urged the committee to 
colleagues and students in their departments. 

inate the news to their 

VII. Screenin of A3 and B Nominations at the Unit Commi Level 

Professors Berninghausen (for Simonton), Harper, Jernbe , 
chairmen of the unit committees in Social Sciences, were on ha 
their screening procedures for the graduate faculty. 

Porter, 
speak about 

• •• 3 



UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA 
GRADUATE SCHOOL 

Language, Literature, and Arts Policy and Review Committee 

Minutes of January 18, 1974 Meeting 
12:15 p.m. 331 Johnston Hall 

Present: Faculty: Chester Anderson, M.A.R. Barker, George Bauer, Jackson Hershbell, 
Thomas Kraabel (visiting), Eugene Larkin, Richard Mather, Sheila McNally, 
Malcolm Myers, Armand Renaud for Peter Robinson, Johannes Riedel, 
Betty Robinett (presiding), Allen Simpson, Mary Turpie, Hernan Vidal; 
Students: Juliane Kvalbein, Sandra D. Sandell; Deans May Brodbeck, 
Kenneth Zimmerma~_; Taewon H. Rno, secretary. 

' \ 

Minutes of November 30, 1 73 meeting were approved. 

\ II. Next Meeting \ 

The next meeting will take p\ace on Friday, February 15, 1974, 12:15 p.m., 
331 Johnston Hall. \ 

III. Nominations to the Graduate F~ulty 
\ 

The following nominations were UI\animously approved: 
\ 

1 

Field 

English as a Second Language 

Home Economics (Design) 

Linguistics 

Studio Arts Baldwin, 

Larry G. 

ael B. 
ocky V. 

\ 
' Gily A. 

Action 

A3 

A3 

A3 
A3 

A3 

IV. Request to Designate Religious Studies as a Min'or7R.e'iate<1.Fieia"--·"--- · · 

Professor Kraabel spoke about the proposal. Religious Studies as a supporting 
program has been in use for some t~e, and its availability was publicized in 
the summer 1973 issue of Graduate School Form 7000. The formal designation of 
Religious Studies as a minor or a related field would make the substance of such 
supporting program more visible to the audience, binding together various subjects 
which otherwise might misleadingly look like a collection of incoherent courses. 

Professor Kraabel further stated there would be no required courses for the 
minor or related field, since Religious Studies was an interdisciplinary program 
and since courses for a minor would be selected by the Religious Studies Committee 
on the basis of the individual student's major concentration. There would be no 
additional expenditure for faculty or for office space. 

The committee unanimously endorsed the proposal. 

• •• 2 



Language, Literature, and Arts Policy and Review Committee 
Minutes of January 18, 1974 Meeting Page 2 

Professor Simpson wondered whether 18 credits taken in Scandinavian, for 
example, could be recognized also as a related field. Dean Brodbeck said that 
for formal consideration the department should submit a request to the Graduate 
School. 

Another question came from Professor Robinett, regarding the possibility of 
awarding an official certificate to students in recognition ~f their minor/related 
field in English as a Second Language. She said that it would be very helpful to 
those students wishing to have their training in this area visible to their 
prospective or present employers. Dean Brodbeck responded that certainly the 
subject could be explored further at some other time. 

V. Graduate Program Review in Art History 

According to Deans Brodbeck and Zimmerman, two of the external committee 
members contacted for Art History review have indicated their willingness to 
participate. As soon as the third person agrees to join the review team, dates 
of the site visit will be firmed up. Compilation of background data has been 
virtually completed. 

VI. Joint De artment/Pro 

Professor Robinett reminded t e committee that the possibility of joint 
reviews of graduate and undergradua e programs had been discussed and would be 
considered wherever feasible in vie of saving expense and effort. Such a 
joint review.will take place for Sea inavian and Music this winter and spring. 
The College of Liberal Arts and the G duate School have produced in a joint effort 
a document called Joint Department/Pro .am Reviews which suggests general procedures 
and kinds of data to be gathered. Prof ssor Robinett asked Dean Brodbeck to comment 
on the joint review protocol. 

The protocol is based, according to D~n Brodbeck, on the Graduate Program 
Review and the document on review procedure produced by the CLA Educational Policy 
Committee. Major differences between the G duate School protocol and that of 
CLA lie in the composition of the Internal R~ ~iew Committee and in the addition of 
the Self-Survey Committee which was, however, implicit in the Graduate School 
document. Whereas the Graduate School Interna Review Committee consists of 5 
members, the CLA-Graduate School Joint Internal ~eview Committee is to be comprised 
of 6 members including one P&R faculty member an one graduate student both from 
a related field. Dean Brodbeck further stated tH t the specific time table 
described in the joint protocol should not be int preted at all as mandatory, 
since it is merely to give the reviewers some appr~imation of the overall process. 
What is important is to set up the sequences of eve~s, in such a way that appropriate 
data can be ready in advance of the arrival on camp~'\of the external review committee. 

Dean Zimmerman added that once a master schedule ~or program reviews for each 
year had been made up, most of the data compilation mig~t be done during the summer. 

' ' . Profes~or Riedel asked if the graduate student membBf on the Joint Internal 
Rev~ew Comm~ttee could be selected from the field being r~viewed rather than from 
a related field as stipulated in the protocol. In respons\ Dean Brodbeck said that 
it would be no problem to do so, and that if the committee ~ished to have the 
protocol statement changed to that effect, that could be don~ also. 

• •• 3 



9 May 1973 

UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA '· Religious studies 
TWIN CITIES 114 Johnston Hall 

Minneapolis, Minnesota 55455 

MAY 1 5 19iJ 

Associate Dean Warren E. Ibele 
327 Johnston Hall 
Minneapolis Campus 

Dear Dean Ibele: 

I am writing at your request regarding the student's Ph. D. program which in
cluded three courses from Concordia Theological Seminary (St. Louis). 

Concordia Seminary is ful~accredited by the American Association of Theological 
Schools. The Association's accrediting policy is as follows: 

Accredited members are those institutions which have been elected 
by the Association on recommendation of the Commission on Accrediting 
after on-site investigation of their programs in the light of the 
Association's standards for accrediting. 

Accreditation is based upon academic criteria without reference to 
doctrinal position or ecclesisstical affiliation, and upon evidence 
that there are available and in operation the necessary facilities 
and standards to prepare students for the ministry ... Because such 
evidence is difficult to secure and interpret, the Association 
scrutinizes admissions standards, duration and balance of curriculum, 
size and quality of faculty, quality of administration and controls, 
student life and work, facilities and finances, general tone and 
quality, adequacy of the library, and degree nomenclature. 

(Theological Schools Directory, American 
Association of Theological Schools in the 
United States and Canada, 1971-72) 

Following the general guidelines used to evaluate religion credits transferred to 
the University of Minnesota undergraduate programs from private colleges, it would 
appear that the three courses (EN 876- The Lord's Supper, EO 862- Worship in 
Israel, P 820 - The Basis of Christian Worship) would be appropriate. The normal 
evaluating procedure is to consult the faculty member of the Religious Studies 
Committee ( a joint committee of the College of Liberal Arts and the Graduate 
School) whose academic responsibilities correspond most closely with the courses 
in question. In this case, Prof. Johannes Riedel would be the faculty member con
s~lted. This student's program was originally evaluated and approved by Prof. 
Rledel. 



Additionally, the Graduate School has just recently approved the inclusion of some 
specific theology courses from St. John's University in the Graduate School catalog 
The coursework in question corresponds with the courses approved from St. John's. 

I have carried your request for assistance from the Religious Studies Committee 
in evaluating religion credits from Theological Schools making up University of 
Minnesota graduate programs to the Committee. Since the chairman, Prof. A. T. 
Kraabel, is presently on leave, I suspect that no guidelines will be established 
until Fall Quarter. I hope my explanation of present policy will be of some 
assistance to you in evaluating this particular student's program. If I can be of 
any further assistance, please call me. 

Sincerely, 

Adviser 
and Pre-Theology 

GBR/glf 
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Dean Brodbeck asked Professor Anderson to meet with e ad hoc 
Committee to review the recommendations in light o the Executive 
Committee discussion. At this time, the March 1 Report by the 
ad hoc Committee was accepted as an interim re rt. The Dean in
vites comments and suggestions regarding this report and the 
discussions about it; she will pass them o to Professor Anderson. 

2. Pro osed Modification ram in Economics 

It has been proposed that the Plan B equirements for the M.A. in 
Economics be modified to permit st ents to include on their pro
grams up to 37 credits of coursew rk within the Department of 
Economics. The option would se e two groups of students. One 
group are the terminal M.A.'s ho need a professional level of 
competence which cannot be hieved with just 27 credits of Economics 
courses. The other group re Ph.D.students who wish to take the 
M.A. along the way in or er to establish professional credentials 
for part-time work out de the University. Such students would not 
need to take enough urses outside Economics to satisfy the M.A. 
minor since the opt"on for an internal supporting program for the 
Ph.D. already exi 

The proposal h s been revie"1ed and recommended by the Social 
Sciences Pol" y and Review Committee. 

ve Committee voted to approve the proposal. There was 
ntion. A copy of the proposal is bound with the permanent 

these minutes. 

Proposal to List Certain Courses in Liturgical Studies Offered at 
St. John's University in the Graduate School Bulletin 

In the spring of 1972, the Executive Committee approved a proposal 
to permit specified Liturgical Studies courses taught at St. John's 
University, Collegeville, Minnesota, as a part of certain graduate 
programs in music fields at Minnesota. ~mile these courses may 
appeal primarily to students in the Master of Fine Arts programs, 
they would be open also to the Master of Arts and Ph.D. students 
when germane to their major field of study. 

The Department of Music has asked that these courses be listed in 
the Graduate School Bulletin so that prospective students will be 
aware of their availability. Details as to registration procedures 
and tuition payments would need to be included. 

If additional St. John's courses are proposed for use on graduate 
programs at Minnesota, steps for their approval should be initiated 
by the Music department here, and accompanied by the vitae of the 
faculty proposed to teach them. 
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Dean Rein asked if the restriction to a maximum of 9 credits of 
work transferred from outside universities applies also to 
St. John's courses. Dean Brodbeck replied that the approved 
St. John's courses may be applied to the specified graduate pro
grams in addition to the 9 credits allmved from other institutions; 
they have been reviewed, the St. John's faculty vitae presented, 
and prior approval granted. If the residence requirement for the 
Master's degree is not met, students will be held for the tuition 
to fulfill this requirement. Use of the specified St. John's 
courses will not require prior approval by petition. The courses 
can be entered on the program; an official St. John's transcript 
showing the courses, credits, and grades will be required before 
the transfer can be considered complete. 

4. Mathematics Department Report on Experimental Plan B Option 

In April of 1972, the Executive Committee approved an alternative 
to the Plan B paper requirement for the Master's degree in 
Mathematics. The approval was limited to a year since the Master's 
program, in general, would be under discussion by the Policy and 
Review Committees. 

The Mathematics department has requested that this option be con
tinued and submitted a report on the year's experiment to Dean 
Brodbeck. An ad hoc committee on the Haster's degree has been 
appointed and will review the various aspects of the program, the 
credit and distribution requirements, etc. The Dean suggests that 
consideration of the request for renewal be deferred pending a 
report by this corrunittee. The Hathematics department can expect 
action on the proposal late in the spring quarter; Dean Brodbeck 
has written Professor Cameron to this effect. 

5. The Thesis Committee's Role; Timing of the Thesis Proposal 

Late submission of a proposal to the thesis committee, and espe
cially to the member outside the major field, has resulted in some 
rather awkward situations for both the thesis reader and the stu
dent. It is difficult to disapprove a thesis proposal after the 
thesis is well under way; it is just as difficult to go along with 
the proposal in order to save the student! 

There should be a way that the thesis committee can examine the 
proposal before Graduate School approval is given. Bringing it 
to the readers early will help clarify any questions they might 
have and the student may very well benefit from criticism and 
suggestions coming in the beginning stages of work on the thesis. 

A few departments have an advisory committee which works with the 
student in designing the proposal, but this is by no means a wide-


