
UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA 
Graduate School 

Minutes of the Executive Committee Meeting 
Thursday, November 3, 1977 

11:30 a.m. 331 Johnston Hall 

Members Present: Faculty representatives--Larry L. l~cKay, Peter J. Reed, 
Lanny D. Schmidt, Burton L. Shapiro; student representa
tives--Donna Gomien, Karen Hawley, Joe t•1cLaughlin, Eric 
Yost; administrative representatives--Warren Ibele, Chair, 
Edward Foster, Kenneth Zimmerman; Fellowship Committee 
representative--W. Phillips Shively; civil service repre
sentative--Sharon Stinson; staff--Andrew Hein, J. C. Nichol, 
DeeAnn Olsen, Myrna Smith; secretary--Beverly lvliller. 

I. FOR ACTION 

A. Approval of Minutes of Meeting of June 9, 1977 

The minutes were approved without correction. 

B. Proposal for Changes in Transfer of Credit Regulation 

Dean Ibele reviewed the current transfer regulations, the proposed 
new policy, and the changes suggested in the new policy by the 
Policy and Review Councils. It had been suggested that a statement 
should be added to the effect that more rigorous requirements could 
be established by individual programs. There was a lengthy discus
sion as to whether this was in keeping with the intention of the 
policy change, and whether such flexibility within programs or from 
one program to another would be fair to students. It was pointed 
out that requests for the transfer of credit both under the old 
policy and the new policy are subject to the approval of the indi
vidual student's adviser and the Director of Graduate Studies, and 
that it has always been required that transfer work be pertinent 
within the context of the individual's plan for the degree. There 
is not, under the old policy or the new, any entitlement to a mini
mum number of credits of transfer. 

It was agreed that the statement "Individual programs may at their 
option specify more rigorous requirements" should be added to the 
end of the policy statement. There was one nay vote on this change. 

Dean Ibele asked whether the Councils were of the understanding, 
when considering the policy change, that by "official degree programs" 
was intended the individual student's program whatever number of 
credits that might include. This interpretation was approved and 
it was agreed that the 40% maximum would apply to the individual 
student's program. 
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The phrase 11at least 11 was added to the first sentence so that 
that now reads 11 Graduate students are required to complete at 
least 60% of the coursework ... 11 

The word 11 early 11 was substituted for 11 prior 11 in the fourth sen
tence which now reads 11 Such requests for transfers are subject 
to early review and recommendation ..... 

It was agreed that the minutes would show that the policy change 
would be evaluated in five years. · 

Special transfer rules are to be worked out for the M.S.W. and 
Specialist Certificates which have permitted a higher percentage 
of transfer in the past. 

There was a brief discussion of the implications of this change 
for doctoral programs. It was agreed that the old regulations 
would continue to apply to the doctorate until a new policy could 
be drafted for presentation to the Policy and Review Councils. . ~ 
To clarify that the new policy applies only to master's programs .., 
the title was changed to read 11 Graduate School Regulations on 
Transfer of Credit toward Master • s Degrees. 11 (r~emo of 11/15/77 to DGS 

filed with these minutes.) 
C. Proposed Policy on Joint Graduate Degrees and Joint Professional/ 

Graduate Degrees 

Dean Foster informed the committee that this policy draft was the 
codification of unwritten rules which have been applied by the 
Graduate School for a period of years. This policy has limited _ 
the double-counting of credits for two degrees at the same level 
to nine quarter credits. There have been some specifically 
approved joint programs which have allowed for a larger number. 

There was a brief discussion of the need for a limitation on double
counting. 

The policy statement was approved as presented with the understanding 
that different limits in existence for specially approved joint pro
grams would continue to be honored. (Copy of approved proposal filed with 

these minutes.) 
D. Proposed Abolishment of the Residence Requirement for Master's 

Degrees and Specialist Certificates 

Dean Hein explained that the present residence requirement for 
students takin

1
g Master•s11 de~rees ~a~ threTehquarters of re

1
gistrationt ··""· 

at the equiva ent of fu -t1me tu1t1on. e new proposa arose ou ~ 
of the introduction of credit hour tuition. It was agreed to carry 
the item forward to the December meeting to permit members to 
consider it. 
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II. FOR DISCUSSION 

Plant and Animal Sciences Recommendation Re arding ~1inor/Related 
Fields for Master s Programs carried forward from June 9, 1977 
meeting) 

Professor McKay reviewed the proposal which had come forward from 
the Plant and Animal Sciences Policy and Review Council. It was 
concluded that it would be useful for the Councils to be informed 
of the history of the development of the Plan B degree program and 
the related fields requirement. Dean Ibele said that the Graduate 
School would prepare a document for presentation to the Policy and 
Review Councils. 

II I. FOR INFORMATIOH 

A. Report on Progress on Bylaw Governing Additional Representation 
to a Constitutional Assembly 

The Bylaw is still under consideration in the Policy and Review 
Councils. Dean Ibele pointed out that there is a constitutional 
amendment waiting upon approval of the Bylaw. The item will be 
carried forward. 

B. Dean•s Report 

Dean Ibele reported that the Fellowship Committee would be meeting 
in the near future to make decisions regarding the consideration _ 
of fellowship nominations for 1978-79. One of the Graduate 
School •s concerns for the future was research support. Dean Foster 
pointed out that with the disappearance of institutional allot
ments and the effects of inflation, available support for faculty 
research requests was minimal. 

C. Report from the Council of Graduate Students 

Donna Gomien reported that COGS had published its handbook prior 
to the opening of the fall term. Its newsletter was being pub
lished once a month and was being distributed to Directors of 
Graduate Studies for circulation to graduate students. COGS con
tinues to be concerned about credit hour tuition and related 
tuition issues. 

With regard to the 5-Level Course Survey, TCSA will be surveying 
undergraduate attitudes. COGS hopes to come up with recommenda
tions concerning 5-level courses. 
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Dean Zimmern~n reminded COGS that student representatives are 
needed for program review committees. 

D. Representation to a Constitutional Assembly 

Professor r·kKay asked for a clarification on the matter of 
Constitutional Assembly representation. The constitution states 
that the members of the Policy and Review Councils are to be 
representatives to a Constitutional Assembly. As his Council 
has combined some memberships to reduce its size, he was 
instructed to ask how they would be represented at an Assembly. 

Dean Ibele responded that each graduate program included in the 
Policy and Review Council, whether it shared an actual seat on the 
Council or not, would be entitled to individual representation ~t 
a Constitutional Assembly. 

The meeting was adjourned. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Beverly D. Miller 
Secretary 
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UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA 
TWIN CITIES 

Office of the Dean 

Graduate School 
Johnston Hall 
101 Pleasant Street S.E. 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55455 

November 15, 1977 

ME~lORANDUM 

TO: Directors of Graduate Studies ~c-)J, 

Warr~n E. Ibele, Dean ~~~~ FROM: 

SUBJECT: Revised Transfer of Credit Policy for the Master's, Degree 

At its meeting of November 3, 1977, the Graduate School Executive Committee approved 
a revised transfer of credit policy for the Master's degree. The six Policy and 
Review Councils. had completed review of the proposed policy changes during the past 
academic year. The Executive Committee action builds upon the previous actions of 
the Councils and reconciles variations in the policy wording. The policy is 
effective immediately and follows below (students admitted and registered prior to 
winter quarter, 1978 may choose between this policy and the previous policy): 

GRADUATE SCHOOL REGULATIONS ON TRANSFER OF CREDIT TOWARD 
MASTER'S DEGREES 

Graduate students are required to complete at least 60% of the coursework on 
their official degree programs as registered Graduate School students (1). 
The transfer of up to 40% of the degree coursework from the adult special, 
summer special, or Continuing Education and Extension status at the University 
of Minnesota, or from other recognized graduate schools, in any desired combina
tion, is permitted (2). The work being transferred must be graduate level, it 
must have been taken for graduate credit and taught by faculty members authorized 
to teach graduate courses. Such requests for transfers are subject to early 
review and recommendation of the student's graduate adviser and Director of 
Graduate Studies at the University of Minnesota. Individual graduate programs 
may at their option specify more rigorous requirements. 

( 1 ) 

(2) 

By 11Coursework on their official degree programs 11 is meant the total credits 
listed on the official degree program document even though the credits are 
in excess of the total credits officially required either by the Graduate 
School or the major program. Since filing of an official degree program 
does not occur at the very beginning of a student•s matriculation in the 
Graduate School and since early recognition of possible transfers of credit 
is highly desirable to ensure the coherence and quality of individual course
work programs, it is suggested that students discuss potential transfers of 
credit with adviser and Director of Graduate Studies at the time of admission 
or as soon as possible thereafter. 
Please note that Graduate School policy requires completion of a master's 
degree within seven years and that the seven-year period commences with 
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the date of the earliest course identified on the official degree program. 
Please note also that Graduate School policy requires a minimum grade point 
average for courses listed on an official degree program and that transfer 
credits from other recognized graduate schools do not figure in the GPA 
calculation. The transfer of credits from adult special and summer special 
statuses, from CEE, and from other recognized graduate schools is accomplished 
by the inclusion of the courses on the proposed degree program. The credits 
must appear on an official transcript and in the case of CEE, courses must 
have the special CEE entry verifying that they were completed for graduate 
credit. Graduate level extension credits or credits in special categories 
earned at other institutions may not be transferred. 

Note to doctoral students: Doctoral students may transfer additional credits 
from other graduate institutions. The credits must appear on an official 
transcript of a recognized graduate school, and the transfer is accomplished 
by inclusion of the courses on the proposed degree program. Approval of the 
major adviser and Director of Graduate Studies is required. 

The above policy as it pertains to Master•s degree students of the Graduate School 
replaces the following sections under 11Transfer of Credit 11 on pages six and seven 
of the 1976-78 Graduate School Bulletin: 

11 From an Undergraduate Co 11 ege of the University of Minnesota 11 

11 From Adult Special or Summer Special Status 11 

11 From Continuing Education and Extension .. 
11 From Other Graduate Institutions to Apply to a Master•s Degree .. 

As in the past, graduate credit will not be allowed for credits earned through 
independent (correspondence) study, and a limitation will remain on the number of 
credits that may be double counted toward each of two post-baccalaureate degrees 
(e.g., two t•1aster•s degrees or the t~.D. degree and a Master•s degree}. 

The action of the Executive Committee included the understanding that the revised 
policy will be evaluated in five years. It also included the understanding that 
special transfer of credit arrangements will have to be worked out by the Graduate 
School administration in consultation with the appropriate faculty for the M.S.W. 
degree and the Certificate of Specialist in Education. These arrangements will 
be subject to the approval of the Social Sciences Policy and Review Council and 
the Education and Psychology Policy and Review Council respectively. 

....... 

Finally, the Executive Committee affirmed that doctoral students in the Graduate 
School are to transfer credits in accordance with the transfer categories as 
currently stated on pages six and seven of the 1976-78 Graduate School Bulletin. 
(In their meetings during 1977-78, the Policy and Review Councils will be examining 
whether the principles of the revised transfer of credit policy for master•s 
students should be extended to doctoral students.) 

Please inform your respective graduate faculty and graduate students of the chang~~ 
in transfer of credit policy as soon as possible. Thank you for your help. 

cc: College Deans 
Department Chairmen 
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PROPOSED POLICY ON JOINT GRADUATE DEGREES AND JOINT PROFESSIONAL/GRADUATE DEGREES 

Except in those cases for which an explicit joint program has been approved, graduate 
students who wish to apply the same credits to more than one post-baccalaureate 
degree have been governed by unwritten Graduate School rules. In general, students 
have been allowed to apply up to nine credits to each of two separate degrees, 
without question; apparently at some times in the past, for a Plan B master's degree, 
students have been allowed to use twelve credits toward each of two separate degrees 
without question. On petition, in individual cases more credits have been allowed 
to serve for two separate degrees. 

In order to provide guidance for students who are planning such 11 informa1 11 joint 
degree programs, to assure consistency of treatment for all students applying courses 
to each of two separate degree programs, and in particular to counteract the precedent 
which has been established by the approval on petition of much higher numbers of 
credit being applied to each of two degrees (19 and 21 credits in two specific 
cases of joint Law-MBA programs), I recommend that a specific codification of the 
previously unwritten Graduate School rule be voted upon by the Executive Committee, 
and recorded in the Graduate School Bulletin. Attached is my proposed draft, for 
discussion. The paragraph would be inserted on page 11 of the Graduate School 
Bulletin, at the end of the section on the master's degree, just above the new 
section 11 Plan A: Master's Degree With Thesis 11

: 

Joint Degree Programs - A student who wishes to take a second master's degree 

within the Graduate School, or a master's degree having already attained a 

professional post-baccalaureate degree (JD, Master of Agriculture, Master of 

Education, DVM, MD, etc.) may under certain circumstances apply a limited 

number of credits that were used toward the first post-baccalaureate degree, 

to partially satisfy the requirements for the second. s~ch double counting of 

course credits is subject to the general restriction that they be post-baccalaureate 

courses of Graduate School quality, approved by the advisor and Director of Graduate 

Studies, and subject to numerical limitations specified below. In the case 

of formally approved joint degree programs, (history-museology, law-public 

affairs, social work-public affairs) the numerical limits on double counting 

of course credits are specified by the joint program; see the appropriate major 

field section of this bulletin. For cases in which there is no specific joint 

program, the following limitations will apply: for a Plan A master's degree, 

normally no more than nine credits may be transferred from the previous Graduate 
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School or professional post-baccalaureate degree. For a Plan B master•s 

4t; degree, normally no more than twelve credits may be transferred from a previous 

Graduate School or post-baccalaureate professional degree. However where the 

number of credits required for the second degree exceeds the normal Graduate 

School minimum, more transfer credits may be approved: For a master•s degree 

requiring at least 54 credits, up to 19 credits may normally be transferred 

from the previous degree. The limits specified here apply even when the courses 

were taken before a student was enrolled in the Graduate School (for example, 

in the Law School): however credits taken outside the Graduate School which are 

proposed for transfer of credit to a graduate degree program will be subject 

to close scrutiny by advisors, Directors of Graduate Studies and the Graduate School 

to verify that the courses are of Graduate School quality. 

The above limitations do not apply to Ph.D. programs. Subject only to approval 

~ by the advisor and Director of Graduate Studies, and the general regulations 

c 

of the Graduate School, Ph.D. students may transfer an unlimited number of credits 

from approved graduate degree granting institutions to the Ph.D. program. 


