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To '!'he HONORABLE, the COUNCIL and HOUSE ai
REPRESENTATI\~S of the

TERRITORY O:~ MINNESOTA:-

In acoordance with the provisions of Statute, I
present to your honorable bodies the fifth Annual
Report of the Board of Regents of the University
of Minnesota.

The attention of the Board during the past year
has been principally occupied in selecting and lo
cating the lands donated by Congress for the use of
the University. T'e Board have been somewhat divided
in opinion as to whether farming or pine lands would
prove most advanta~eous to the interests of the
institution. A majority of the Board, however, have
deemed it advisable to select about equal quantities
of each. In accordance with this decision, Judge
Meeker was in July last appointed agent for the
Board to select and locate farming lands for the use
of the University. He has been engaged during a
considerable portion of the past season in the dis
charge of this duty, and has selected and located in
the Districts of lands subject to entry at Sauk Rapids,
Winona and Red Wing, (mostly in the two last named
Districts,) seven thousand five hundred acres. The
locations it is believed embrace some of the most
valuable lands in the Territory, having been made
with reference to oomprising the g~-tnu::-ber of
advantages possible for faming purposes. He has
been authorized to select seven thousand aores more
of the same description.

In addition to the above, the Hon. John Rollins
has made some further locations of pine lands, making
with those heretofore selected by him about nine
thousand acres of pine timber, located for the use of
the University. It ~ill thus be seen that over half
of the whole amount donated by Congress to the Uni
versity has been located. It is deemed advisable
by the Board to locate the remainder at as early a
day as practicable and measures will probably be
taken to complete the selections before tIle next
session of the Legislature.
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In consequence of the low water on Rwnriver and
its branches during t!;e past sea30n, none of the
lumber cut on the University lands has been run
out, and the University has therefore as yet been
deprived of the receipts anticipated from this
source. It has not, in consequence, been able to
undettake the ereotion of any buildings for the
purposes of the University or the improveffient and
adornment of its grounds. Both these objeots in
the opinion of the Board are most desirab1e to be
acoomplished at as early a day as practioable, and
nothing but a want of means would have prevented the
commenoement of these enterprises durinc the past
season.

Owing to the change of site for the University
grounds of which mention was made in my last annual
report, and the anticipated erection of other build
ings at an early day, on the last selected grounds,
the primary departmert last season was disco~tinued.

The interruption thus occasioned to the course of
instruction which had been co~enoed, it is oonfident
ly hoped may be removed during the coming season.
It is now the unanimous opinion of the Board that
the t~e has arrived not only for the organization
of an Aoaderical department of a high order, but
also for cornmencinr that of the University proper.
The wants of the Territo~j now demand the full enjoy
ment of the advantages of suoh an institution as that
ohartered by the wisdom of our Legislature, and so
munificently endowed by the liberality of Congress.
In so large a nopulation as is now embraoed within
the limits of the Territory, there must neoessarily
be a oonsiderable number prepared for, and desirous
of pursuing those higher branohes of study usually
taught in oollc[ec &r.d Universities. Unless the
means of aoquirine a thorough education are afforded
at home, they will be sought abroad; and the Territory
thus negleot not only an important duty, but lose an
essential advantage. So manifest must be tl-e import
ance of this subject and considerations relating
thereto, that enlargement is unnecessary. The board
will feel itself called upon to use its exertions to
render available, as early as practicable, the im
portart tr'ust committed to its oharge fer the benefit
of the oitizens of the Territory.

I
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Through the ezertion of the Bon. B. M. Rioe,
about forty v01a~es o~ valuable Congressional
works have been added durinr the past season to the
Library of the institution. Other gentlemen have
also ~ade donations, making the aggregate number
of volumes reoeived nearly fifty. I would suggest
in this oonneotion the propriety of passing an Act
requiring the Secretary to annually furnish for the
Library of the University, copies of the laws and
legislative documents, which it is important should
belong to the institution. All of which is respect
fUlly submitted.

1. An/ATER,

Secretary of the Board of Regents.




