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Present: 

UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA 
Graduate School 

Minutes, Graduate School Executive Committee 
Meeting of Thursday, June 2, 1988 
9:15a.m., Room 303 Johnston Hall 

Faculty representatives--Professors Kendall W. Corbin, Edwin 
Fogelman (for John Fraser Hart), David W. Hamilton <.fo_r Ellis.s. 
Benson), Michael Hancher, Clark Starr; adm1n1strat1ve 
representatives--Deans Robert T. Holt (chair), Patricia B. Swan, 
Kenneth Zimmerman; Duluth representative--Professor Stephen C. 
H e d m a n ; G e n e r a 1 R e s e a r c h A d v i s o r y C o m m i t t e e 
representative--Professor Thomas J. Bouchard; student 
representatives--Lynette Grouse, Daniel Illg, Steven Prince; Civil 
Service representative--Linda Ridgeway; guests: Professors Edward 
Griffin, Rebecca Seal, Madelon Sprengnether, Charles Sugnet; 
staff--John T. Hatten, Alison Skoberg (for Myrna Smith); 
secretary--Vicki Field 

I. FOR ACTION 

A. Approval of the Minutes of the March 8, 1988 Meeting 

The minutes were approved as submitted. 

B. Request to Discontinue the Master of Arts (M.A.) Degree Program in 
French and Italian 

Professor Hancher reported that the Language, Literature and Arts 
Policy and Review Council had approved the request at its spring 
quarter meeting. Dean Holt stated that the request pertains only to 
the combined master's degree and does not affect the separate degrees 
in French and in Italian. He mentioned that there has been little 
demand for the combined M.A: Dean Zimmerman added that the request 
stemmed from a formal review of the graduate program. 

A motion to approve the disestablishment of the M.A. degree program in 
French and Italian passed without dissent. 

C. Proposed Addition of an Emphasis in English Language and Literature 
for the M.A. Degree in English 

Professor Hancher reported that this proposal had also been endorsed 
by the Language, Literature and Arts group in May. If approved, the 
new emphasis will be added to three others (language and literature, 
literary genre, and writing) passed by the Executive Committee in 
recent years. While the proposed emphasis was conceived at the same 
time as the other three, details of this emphasis were not worked out 
until this year, Professor Hancher said. He indicated that the 
emphasis would serve students who are interested more in language than 
literature, and who plan to teach discourse at the secondary school 
level. The linguistics graduate program has expressed no objections 
to the proposed emphasis, he stated. 
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A mot)on to approve the addition of an emphasis in English language 
and l1terature for the M.A. degree in English passed unanimously. 

D. Proposed Policy and Procedure for Ph.D. Dissertations in English with 
a 11 Creativen Component 

Professor Hancher introduced discussion. He said the proposal was 
intended to formalize for the English graduate program an optional 
format for the doctoral dissertation that has existed for about a 
decade in the American Studies program. An immediate need exists in 
English for a similar option for students who wish to integrate 
creative work and literary criticism in the Ph.D. thesis. The 
optional format would be for students interested principally in 
creative writing and those whose approach to the study of literature 
takes an autobiographical form. Professor Hancher moved approval of a 
revised version of the proposal, which clarified aspects of the 
original document. The motion was seconded. 

J 

A lengthy discussion ensued. Professor Fogelman asked if parallels 
could be found elsewhere in the humanities and fine arts. Dean Holt 
stated that in the field of Music, for instance, the 
performance-oriented doctorate is the Doctor of Musical Arts (D.M.A.) 
degree, which is offered in addition to the Ph.D. Professor Fogelman 
asked for clarification of language in item 1. of the proposal, which J 
he said he found somewhat 11 Schizophrenic 11 

(
11 
••• In all cases, the 

creative portion of the dissertation must be set in the context of a 
critical or scholarly frame •••• 11

). Professor Griffin responded by 
example and described a recent thesis that consisted of three 
elements: a play written by the student, an essay on Afro-American 
drama that placed the play i'n this tradition, and a bibliography. The 
optional thesis format proposed by the English graduate program has 
worked well for American Studies, he said. 

Professor Sprengnether stated that her work includes both literary 
criticism and creative writing, and she reported that she has 
published articles that combine these two forms. More than fifteen 
years of scholarly tradition provide many different models that meld 
literary criticism and creative writing, Professor Sprengnether said, 
and she cited examples of literary figures who whose works reflect 
this tradition. Few students are expected to elect the optional 
dissertation format; these will probably be the program•s most gifted 
students, Professor Sprengnether indicated. Professor Fogelman asked 
if a wholly 11 creative 11 thesis would be allowed under the proposal. 
Professors Hancher and Sprengnether replied that it would not. 
Professor Bouchard suggested that the proposal would nevertheless 
establish a precedent in this direction. Professor Hancher pointed 
out that an entirely creative thesis would require the Doctor of Arts 
(D.A.) degree, which was not proposed at this time. 

Dean Zimmerman cited the policy of the Council of Graduate Schools 
(CGS) with respect to the content and purpose of the Ph.D. 
dissertation, and he said the policies of this body define graduate 
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degrees in the U.S. Dean Holt read from a draft of the minutes of the 
May 9 meeting of the Language, Literature and Arts Policy and Review 
Council; in recommending approval of the proposal, the C?unc~l seemed 
to acknowledge the proposal's consonance with the CGS gu1del1nes, he 
noted. Professor Sugnet explained that he had written the proposal at 
the request of the director of graduate studies to aid in evaluating 
Ph.D. theses in English. He detected very little difference between a 
traditional thesis and theses in the form proposed by the English 
faculty. All doctoral dissertations should mirror the very best 
traditions in a field; literary criticism blended with creative work 
is a valid form of scholarship in the field of English, Professor 
Sugnet stressed. Professor Hancher agreed, adding that a recent book 
published by the University of Minnesota press also combines 
traditional discourse with creative elements and is at the cutting 
edge of the discipline. 

Dean Swan sought clarification of an earlier comment by Professor 
Griffin that similar dissertations have been completed in American 
Studies, but without a formal proposal to the Graduate School. 
Professor Griffin explained that these dissertations had been produced 
when Ph.D. theses were reviewed by the old group committees. Dean 
Swan then asked if it would be appropriate to institute a similar 
committee to oversee Ph.D. theses in English. This oversight 
committee should also include representatives from other fields, she 
suggested. Professor Sugnet said that expansion of the committee 
described in item 3. of the proposal to include faculty external to 
the English graduate program could be offered as an amendment. He 
mentioned that two students in the program are currently awaiting a 
resolution on the issue of partially "creative" theses. 

I 

Professor Fogelman said the place of "creative" work in the 
dissertation was not clear to him from the proposal (could the 
"creative'' element constitute the major portion of the thesis, for 
example?). Professor Hancher emphasized that the dissertation's 
research base would be preserved under the English proposal, and that 
students electing this option would need to do more than is normally 
required for the Ph.D. thesis. A brief consideration followed of the 
possible forms that partially "creative" dissertations might take. 
Dean Swan detected some uncertainty on the part of the proposing 
faculty about the range of possible forms such theses might exhibit. 
Regardless of the form, the thesis must demonstrate a relationship 
between the bibliography, the research component and the creative 
element, Professor Sugnet stated. 

Professor Hamilton said considerable variation also exists in the 
doctoral dissertation in his field; some theses include scientific 
articles that the student has already published, for example. Dean 
Holt pointed out that inclusion of published research in the thesis 
was discussed several years ago and an explicit policy was 
subsequently adopted by the Graduate School. Dean Swan observed that 
the proposal under consideration concerns not only the form of the 
dissertation, but also its content. 
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Professor Bouchard envisioned students in other programs wanting to 
complete partially "creative" theses. Professor Hancher stated that 
the proposal was intended to apply only to the English graduate 
program. It was suggested that the proposal would nevertheless have 
implications for other programs. 

In response to a question about the particular document on which 
Committee members would vote, Dean Holt stated that the Committee 
would vote on the revised version of the proposal. After further 
comment, a motion to approve the proposal passed on a split vote (1 
no, 3 abstain). · 

II. FOR DISCUSSION 

A. Use of Courses Presented in Video-Taped Format Toward Graduate School 
Degrees 

Dean Holt recalled the Committee•s discussion in March of the proposal 
to add an emphasis in Pharmacy Management for the M.S. degree in 
Social and Administrative Pharmacy. The proposal included coursework 
presented in a video-taped format, coupled with periodic visits to the 
campus by individual students. Dean Holt stated the Graduate School•s 
longstanding practice of not accepting correspondence coursework ~ 
toward degrees offered under its aegis. He also underscored the 
importance, at the graduate level, of access to library and research 
facilities, and interaction with faculty and other students. Need 
exists for an explicit policy regarding the general use of video-taped 
coursework on Graduate School degree programs, he said. 

' 
A brief discussion followed. Professor Bouchard spoke against the use 
of video-taped coursework if it constituted the only delivery format 
for a course. Carefully developed standards are needed to define 
appropriate use of this modern technology, he suggested. In response 
to a question from Professor Hamilton, Dean Holt described the UNITE 
program (University Industry Television for Education), which provides 
a "live" link between University classrooms and students located at 
distant sites. Dean Swan observed that the issue also raises 
questions about the philosophy of graduate education that impelled the 
Graduate School to institute a residency requirement for both the 
master• s and doctoral degrees. Professor Hancher likened video-taped 
material to the content of a book, and he pointed out that books alone 
do not constitute a graduate course. Dean Zimmerman alluded to 
external pressures to provide a vehicle for graduate education in 
outstate Minnesota that also point to need for a policy on the use of 
video-taped courses. Professor Starr distinguished between graduate 
courses available in video-taped format and graduate degrees available 
via this means. 

Consensus emerged for the appointment of a special committee to 
examine this issue and propose recommendations to the Graduate School. 
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B. Policies Proposed by the College of Liberal Arts• Council on 
Curriculum, Instruction, and Advising Concerning the Student Clientele 
and Grading Practices in 5-level Courses 

c. 

D. 

Dean Holt called attention to the policies on 5-level courses proposed 
by the Council on Curriculum, Instruction, and Advising, and reported 
that action on them by the College of Liberal Arts Assembly had been 
tabled at the Assembly•s May 31 meeting. He commented on the policy 
recommendations and said he interpreted them to mean that 5-level 
courses are primarily graduate level courses and that the single 
grading standard used should therefore be appropriate to the graduate 
level. A brief discussion ensued. It was noted that the Assembly 
will take up the proposals again in 1988-89. 

Expansion of Graduate Education and Research Opportunities at 
Rochester 

Dean Holt reported that the Rochester community had lobbied vigorously 
in this legislative session for a graduate education and research 
center through which graduate degrees could be completed. As a 
result, the State allocated $300,000 for establishment of the proposed 
graduate center at Rochester. Creation of the center raises issues 
for the Graduate School, however, Dean Holt said. 

Committee members engaged in a lengthy discussion in which many 
concerns were voiced. Among the issues identified were: adequacy of 
laboratory facilities in Rochester, transfer of credit, the Graduate 
School•s residency requirement, adequacy of faculty resources, and 
tuition reimbursement to the University. Professor Bouchard stated 
that a first-class graduate ~rogram is not only a teaching program but 
also a research program, involving close interaction between faculty 
members and students. Moreover, teaching on an overload basis and 
travel to distant sites is not conducive to graduate education, 
Professor Bouchard said. He suggested that in the absence of an 
institutional position on this issue, the Graduate School should 
express its reservations about the proposed Rochester expansion. 
Professors Hamilton and Bouchard pointed out that creation of an 
autonomous degree-granting institution at Rochester would resolve most 
of the concerns r a i s ed by committee members. Dean Holt indicated 
that he has been appointed to a national committee that will examine 
the role of a flagship campus in providing graduate education at 
remote locations. 

Proposed Change to a Graduate School Bulletin Format Similar to that 
of the Duluth Bulletin 

Dean Holt called attention to the format of the Duluth bulletin, which 
is divided into program and course description sections. It is likely 
that the 1990-92 edition of the Graduate School Bulletin, which will 
b~ produced in part from course information stored electronically, 
w1ll also be published in this format. Several committee members said 
they found the format somewhat inconvenient and difficult to use, and 
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preferred the current Bulletin organization instead, which lists 
course descriptions under ind1v1dual program headings. No objections 
were voiced to the proposed format, however. 

E. Relocating Master•s- and Doctoral-Level Thesis Credits Under 
Departmental Course Designators 

Dean Holt explained that thesis credits as initially proposed were to 
have been listed under departmental course designators. Existing 
computer technology did not make this feasible at the time, however, 
and thesis credits were implemented instead under a single "GRAD" 
designator. The Education and Psychology Policy and Review Council 
has suggested that the Graduate School explore anew the possibility of 
shifting thesis credits to departmental designators in order to more 
accurately report thesis advising activity. Dean Holt said that if 
thesis credits are restructured in this way, faculty effort could be 
reported in much the same way that independent study effort is now 
reported. Executive Committee members concurred that the Graduate 
School should pursue the relocation of thesis credits under 
departmental designators. Dean Zimmerman clarified that Student 
Support Services would institute the change. 

III. FOR INFORMATION AND/OR DISCUSSION 

Update on University Planning and Recommendations Affecting the Graduate 
School and Its Programs 

Dean Holt commented briefly on University planning and possible effects on 
the planning process of recent events at the University's central 
administrative level. Discussi'on will proceed within the Graduate School, 
however, of relevant planning recommendations (for example, 
recommendations having to do with membership on the graduate faculty, 
periodic review of graduate faculty appointments, composition of the 
Policy and Review Councils, and student recruitment). 

IV. FOR INFORMATION 

A. Amendments to the Graduate School Constitution 

Dean Holt stated that, as announced at the March meeting, the Graduate 
School staff will draft preliminary changes in the Graduate School 
constitution over the summer for presentation to the Policy and Review 
Councils and Executive Committee in the fall. The draft document will 
reflect planning recommendations on graduate faculty membership and 
will also attempt to ••clean up" archaic language, he said. 

B. Change in Procedure for Recording Grading System Option on Graduate 
Student Registrations 

Dean Holt commented briefly on problems associated with the present 
policy regarding choice of grading system. Although the policy 
requires students to elect a grading system (A/F or S/N) at the point 

J 

J 
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of registration and change grading systems by informing the instructor 
within the first two weeks of a course, students in fact change their 
grading option at any time during the quarter. The Graduate School 
will therefore implement a more rigorous policy that will prohibit 
changes in grading option beyond the second week of a quarter, Dean 
Holt said. 

C. Report to the Health Sciences and the Language, Literature and Arts 
Policy and Review Councils on the University Libraries 

D. 

Dean Holt stated that Professor John Howe, interim director of the 
University Libraries, had addressed the Health Sciences and the 
Language, Literature and Arts Policy and Review Councils at the 
Councils' spring quarter meetings. Professors Hamilton and Hancher 
reported briefly on the content of Professor Howe's presentation to 
their respective Councils, which included information on library 
acquisitions, physical facilities, budget, comparison with peer 
institutions, and impact of information technology. LUMINA, the 
University's on-line card catalog, was also featured in Professor 
Howe's report. Dean Holt said he felt the Policy and Review Councils 
and Executive Committee are an appropriate forum for discussion of 
library issues and concerns, and he added that he would like to 
continue discussion of the University libraries in the future. 
Professor Bouchard stated that the University of Minnesota ranks 
ninety-third in the country in terms of its library resources. The 
quality of an institution's libraries is a key measure of overall 
institutional strength, he said. 

Report from the Graduate School Fellowship Committee 

Dean Holt called attention to a report on Graduate School Fellowship 
awards for 1988-89 that was distributed at the meeting. Elaboration 
of the report (which summarized the distribution of first-year 
Graduate School Fellowships by Policy and Review Council) was 
postponed until fall. Dean Holt mentioned that the Graduate School 
experimented this year with some multi-year Fellowship awards. 

E. Report from the General Research Advisory Committee 

Professor Bouchard and Dean Swan reported that the General Research 
Advisory Committee would discuss research-related policy issues and 
five-year trends yet this quarter, and they recommended that a report 
be made to the Executive Committee in the fall. A brief discussion 
followed. 

F. Report from the Council of Graduate Students 

Ms. Grouse introduced Ms. Seal, president-elect of the graduate 
student organization. Ms. Grouse presented a brief report that 
included information on Council of Graduate Student (COGS) efforts to 
protest t~e tax on graduate tuition benefits, an update on possible 
changes 1n health care coverage for graduate students, and creation of 
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a special committee to better represent graduate student views at top 
University levels. Dean Holt thanked Ms. Grouse for her work as COGS 
president this year. Ms. Grouse in turn thanked Executive Committee 
members and Dean Holt for their willingness to listen to graduate 
student concerns. 

Dean Holt extended thanks and appreciation to Professors Corbin, Hancher 
and Starr for their contributions as Council chairs and Executive 
Committee members over the past several years, and he noted that they 
would not be returning in this capacity in 1988-89. 

The meeting adjourned at 11:35 a.m. due to time constraints. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Vicki Field, Assistant to the Dean 
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Dean Kenneth Zimmerman 
The Graduate School 
325 Johnston Hall 

Dear Dean Zimmerman. 

I 
I 
\ 

Department of French and Italian 
200 Folwell Hall 
9 Pleasant Street S.E. 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55455-0122 

(612) 624-4308 

Apri 1 12, 1988 

APR 15 i988 

the Department of French and 
April 8, to discontinue the 

Please note that it is the 
that will no longer be 

I am writing to inform you that 
Italian voted unanimously on Friday, 
M.A. degree in French and Italian. 
combined M.A. in French and Italian 
offered, and that this decision has 
graduate programs in French <M.A. 
<M.A.>. Thank you very much. 

no bearing 
and Ph.D.> 

Sincerely, 

on our ongoing 
or in Italian 

Eileen B. Sivert 
Director of Graduate Studies 
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TWIN CITIES 

Dean Robert Holt 
Graduate School 
321 JohH 

Dear Dean Holt: 

Department of English 
207 Lind Hall 
207 Church Street S.E. 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55455 

(612) 625-3363 

20 April 1988 

APR 221988 

At its meeting on 9 December 1987 the graduate faculty of this 
department strongly approved two proposals that, according to 
Dean Zimmerman, should now be brought before the Language and 
Liberal Arts Policy and Review Council for its approval. 

The first of these sets forth a policy and procedure for doctoral 
dissertations with a "creative" component. The second sets out 
an Emphasis on English Language and Linguistics as a fourth 
option within our M.A. program. (The other three are the 
original Emphasis on Language and Literature--which, despite its 
title, is mostly concerned with literature; the Emphasis on 
Writing, which has been established now for almost two decades; 
and the Emphasis on Literary Genre, which became an option in 
fall 1986.) Copies of both proposals are enclosed. 

When these matters come before the P&R Council I will step down 
as chair and ask Professor Weiss to preside during the 
discussion. I will be glad to answer any questions about these 
proposals at that time. 

I will also invite several of my colleagues in the department to 
attend as guests of the council or to write to you directly on 
behalf of these proposals. 

Yours truly, 

Michael Hancher 
Director of Graduate Studies 

MH/hs 

enclosures 
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UNIVERSilY OF MINNESOTA Graduate school 
TWIN CITIES Johnston Hall 

Professor Michael Hancher 
Department of English 
207 Lind Hall 
East Bank Campus 

Dear Mike: 

i 101 Pleasant Street S.E. 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55455-0421 

23 June 1988 

As you know, the Graduate School Executive Committee voted on 2 June 
to approve the revised proposal for Ph.D. dissertations in English with a 
11 Creativen component. This action followed the recommendation of the 
Language, Literature and Arts Policy and Review Council on 9 May. No 
further consideration is required. 

This option for the dissertation does not differ in substance from the 
traditional research-based Ph.D. thesis, as evidenced by the program's 
presentation of the proposal and the Executive Committee's discussion: 
Theses adopting a partially 11 Creative 11 fonnat will continue to confonn to 
the Council of Graduate Schools' (CGS) stated policy governing the nature 
and purpose of the Ph.D. dissertation; such theses are not intended to be 
analogous to the major work submitted for a doctor of arts degree. For 
this reason, the Graduate School will carefully monitor all theses with a 
11 Creative 11 component during the initial three-year period of the option to 
ensure that they are consonant with the CGS policy. It would be greatly 
appreciated if, to facilitate the Graduate School's identification of such 
dissertations, the English graduate program would clearly indicate on the 
Ph.D. thesis title form and statement which theses will follow the 
experimental format and will incorporate a 11 Creative 11 component. 

I look forward to learning the results of the program's evaluation of 
the optional thesis format three years hence...---... 

RTH:mt 

cc: Professor Robert Brown 
Professor Edward Griffin 
Professor Madelon Sprengnether 
Professor Charles Sugnet 
Professor Joel Weinsheimer 
Dean Kenneth Zimmerman 

y lurs, 
• Holt 

-~ . 



f 

' c 

:l!1 

•• : "~.~! UNIVERSITYOFMINNESOTA 
' .. I j ·. 
\ .J ,1 i TWIN CITIES 

Dean Robert T. Holt 
Graduate School 
Johnston Hall 

Dear Bob, 

Department of English 
207 Lind Hall 
207 Church Street S.E. 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55455 

{612) 625-3363 

27 May 1988 

GRADIJA f~ ~CHOnr 

MAY 311988 
OHILt <Jt J.ttC L>tAN 

Thank you for meeting with Robin Brown and me yesterday 
afternoon. Robin has been giving a good deal of thought to 
advancing graduate studies in English, and I leave office knowing 
that our program is in good hands. 

At your suggestion he and I have reviewed the department's 
proposal for a doctoral dissertation with a creative component. 
I see that there are passages that are misleading because 
elliptical--especially the opening phrase of section 1. We have 
revised some of the wording to make clearer the intention of the 
department. I enclose a revised copy of the proposal, with 
rejected phrases struck out and new language underlined. I hope 
that this version will make better sense. 

c: Ken Zimmerman 
Robin Brown 

enclosure 

Yours truly, 

Michael Hancher 
Director of Graduate Studies 
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Department of English 
University of Minnesota 

Doctoral Dissertations with a "Creative" Component: 
Policy and Procedure 

Approved by the Graduate Faculty, 9 December 1987 
Phrasing revised 26 May 1988 

The English Department recognizes that all good scholarship must 
be in some way creative, and that good creative writing always 
involves a process of research. The difference between the two 
types of writing is largely a question of form--both of the 
differing forms and procedures for knowledge-gathering that are 
considered acceptable, and of the differing forms allowed for 
presenting results. Nevertheless, in an institution devoted to 
research, a doctoral dissertation ~~-~~ea~~¥e~-~~m-t~~~-a~-a 
~¥e~;-a~-a~~~~~a~ft~~~~-~-e&~ree~~~~~-peem~t with a 
creative component is anomalous enough so that the Director of 
Graduate studies should have available a procedure for getting 
special advice from the relevant parts of the faculty before 
approving proposals for such dissertations w~~ft-a-~~ea~~¥eu 
eempe~e~~. The Department therefore adopts the following 
procedure, advisory to the DGS, in such cases: 

1. Students wishing to produce a ~~ea~~¥e~~~~~e~~a~~~ 
dissertation with a creative component must, as early as 
possible in their doctoral studies, write a dissertation 
proposal describing both the "creative" and the scholarly or 
critical portions of the dissertation. In all cases, the 
creative portion of the dissertation must be set in the 
context of a critical or scholarly frame. The proposal must 
describe the relations between both portions of the 
dissertation and the student's doctoral booklist, course 
work, and history of study. It must also describe the 
student's preparation and credentials for creative 
expression, including any course work in creative writing, 
any degrees in creative writing, any publications, or other 
relevant evidence. 

2. The student must present the proposal to a potential 
dissertation director and one other faculty member; if they 
are convinced by it, they become special faculty advocates 
for the student, approaching both the DGS and the Director of 
the Program in Creative and Professional Writing for 
approval. The dissertation shall not go forward unless a 
senior member of the creative writing staff is willing to 
certify that the student has the ability to produce high
quality creative work (such certification may be based on 
reading of a writing sample from the student, on previous 

'

. classroom experience with the student, or other appropriate 
information). 

~ 
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3. If the two faculty advocates and the Director of the Program 

in Creative and Professional Writing are willing to certify 
the student's ability to carry out the project, then they 
should, in a meeting, advise the DGS to approve the proposal. 
If the DGS has reservations about the proposal, these should 
be negotiated at that meeting. If there is an irreconcilable 
difference between the DGS and the faculty advocates about 
the proposal, it should be brought to a meeting of the 
graduate faculty for final resolution. 

4. Once the proposal has been approved, the DGS, the student, 
the faculty advocates, and the representative from creative 
writing should structure an examining committee appropriate 
for the project. Care should be taken to see that all 
members of the committee are comfortable with the idea of a 
~~P~~~~~~-~~~~~¥e~~~&&eP~~~~ft dissertation with a 
creative component. In some cases, it may work best to have 
co-directors for the dissertation, one with primary 
responsibility for the scholarly, critical portion, and one 
with primary responsibility for the creative portion. 

5. After the above procedure has been in effect for three years, 
a committee composed of the Department Chair, DGS, and the 
Director of the Program in Creative and Professional Writing 
shall evaluate the quality of the dissertations produced 
under it, and shall recommend to the department whether or 
not to continue it. The committee shall attend to such 
factors as whether the ~Pe~~~veu dissertations are getting 
published, whether their authors are continuing to produce 
notable writing, etc. 

2 
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M;A .. in ~ngl1sh Language and Linguistics 

A degree program for students who wish to focus their advanced 
studies upon the English language in all its variety, spoken and 
written, contemporary and historical, literary and non-literary. 
Though grounded in current linguistic theory, emphasis will be on 
applied aspects of English linguistics. 

Prerequisites: A course in at least one of the following: 
Chaucer, Milton, Shakespeare~ Students may be admitted without 
prior training in linguistics. 

CONCENTRATIONS: Students will normally concentrate their optional 
coursework in one of the three areas listed below. 

1. Sociolinguistic aspects of English (including the use of 
English around the world) 

Concentrates on the social, regional and international aspects of 
the English language in the U.s. and around the world, whether 
English is used as a first language (England, Canada, Australia), 
or as a second/third language as official language or as a lingua 
franca (parts of Africa, caribbean, Asia,etc.). Particularly 
suitable for students interested in the impact of social variables 
(social class, ethnicity, sex, etc.) on language use; in language 
planning and language policy; and in the significance of the use of 
English beside other languages'in the Third World. 

Course options include: American English (Engl.5831); English 
Phonology; English Syntax and Syntactic Theories; Dialects of 
Modern English/ Language and Sex (variant offerings of Engl. 5860); 
English Around the World/ English in Multilingual societieb 
(variant offerings of Engl. 8050); Language in Society/ American 
Pidgins and Creoles/ Language and Sex (variant offerings of Engl. 
8810). 

2. The history of the English language. 

Within this concentration, students will focus on the development 
of English from its beginnings in Germanic through Old, Middle, and 
Early Modern English. For at least two stages of the language, 
students will also be expected to acquire appropriate mastery of 
manuscript and textual studies, dialect variation,etc., in 
conjunction with the study of the relevant literature. 

Course options include: Old English (Engl.52ll), Old English Prose 
and Poetry (Engl. 5212) 1 Beovrulf (Engl. 5213) 1 Major Types of 
Middle English Literature (Engl. 5215) 1 Old and Hiddle English 
Dialects (Engl. 5821), Studies in the English Language (topic 
varies; Engl. 5860); Variation in Middle English (Engl. 8210); The 
Language and Manuscripts of the Canterbury Talesj_Old English 
Metrics (Engl. 8220); Proseminar in Medieval Literafure (Engl. 
8811); Studies in the English Language (topic varies; Engl. 8810). 
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3. Linguistic Studies of Writing and Literacy. 

Courses in this concentration focus on linguistic methods employed ~ 
to describe written texts, (nonliterary as well as literary), text 
production and comprehension, discourse processes, and cognitive 
processes in writing and reading. Those interested in writing 
pedagogy might also apply language study to the teaching of reading 
and writing. 

Course optionsinclude: Introduction to Composition Theory and 
Research/ Theories and Research on Teaching Writing During the 
College Years; Reader Response to Ordinary Texts (variant offerings 
of Engl. 8050); Applied Projects in Composition Theory or Pedagogy/ 
Classical and Contemporary Rhetoric/ Psycholinguistic Foundations 
of Reading and Writing Processes; Advanced Studies in Language and 
Gender (variant offerings of Engl. 8810); Writing Across the 
Disciplines; Theory and Practice of Computer-Assisted Writing 
(variant offerings of Engl. 5100); Methods of Text Analysis 
(variant offering of Engl. 5860). 

REQUIREMENTS. 

A. Number of courses. 

Eleven(11) Graduate courses (at least 44 credits), of which six(6) 
must be taken in the English Department, and two(2) must be taken 
outside (e.g. in Anthropology, Linguistics, ESL, Education, 
Psychology, etc.). At least two of the courses must be at the 
8-level, of which one must be a seminar. 

B. Core courses (required for all concentrations): 

i. Engl 5851 (Structure of English) 
ii. Engl 5815 (History of English) 
iii. Engl 5843 (American Social Dialects) 

c. M.A. Examination. 

A three-hour written examination, prepared by a three-person 
exarninat~on committee on the basis of the candidate's coursework 
concentration. 

J 
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College of Liberal Arts 

The Council on Curriculwn, Instruction, and Advising approved the 
following policies at its ~1ay 19, 1988 meeting. 

5XXX LEVEL CXXJRSES 

1. 5xxx courses are intended for graduate students and advanced 
undergraduate students. These courses must have a uniform 
grading system for both groups, with standards appropriate to a 
5xxx level course. No distinction between the two groups 
should be used. If a unit wishes to make distinctions, it 
should establish a 3xxx level number for concurrent 
registration in the course. 

2. A course which is not open to graduate students should not be 
nwnbered at the 5xxx level. 

3. 3xxx/5xxx level concurrent courses: Units which wish to 
conserve resources may establish concurrent courses at the 3xxx 
and 5xxx levels. This educational practice is preferable to 
one in Hhich only a 5xxx level course is offered and separate 
requirements and grading practices are used for undergraduate 
and graduate students. 

CLA roLICY ON CXXJRSE CONSULTATION 

The College of Liberal Arts requires departments to consult with 
other units l:·;hen the courses they are proposing may over lap with 
another unit's course. The purposes of consultation are to preclude 
redtmdancy and encourage improvements, including greater 
distinctiveness among courses or enhanced complementarity or both. 
~~her purposes are to promote collegial courtesy, cooperation, and 
efficiency. 

Procedurally, the unit ma:-,r phone the chair and/or the appropriate 
faculty member(sl,inform them of the proposal, and then submit the 
syllabus if fur·U1er review is desired. Or the unit instead may send 
the course proposal to the unit and then follow up with a phone 
cull. 

Khen the course proposal is submitted to the College, units MCST 
indicate with "·hom they have consul ted and the results of the 
consultation. The College's curriculum committee has had to hold up 
over half of the courses submitted either because the unit did not 
consult with appropriate units or indicated they consulted but did 
not provide the results of the consultation. 

-J 

NON-CLA DEGREE CREDITS 

The College's current policy allowing an additional 12 credits of 
approved non-Ct.A course work should be revised to alloH 28 credits 
of approved non-CLA coursework without requiring students to petition. 
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UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA 
-~ " DULUTH 

April 12, 1988 

Dean Robert T. Holt 
Graduate School 
University of Minnesota 
322 Johnston Hall 
101 Pleasant Street SE 
Minneapolis, MN 55455 

Dear Dean Holt: 

· Graduate School 
431 Darland Administration Building 
10 University Drive 

' Duluth, Minnesota 55812-2496 
! 

APR 14 1988 

The enclosed memorandum from Steve Hedman describes a proposed 
change in the composition and selection process for the Graduate 
Faculty Committee in Duluth. I would like to strongly support 
this Bylaw change in the Graduate School Constitution. 

The primary changes being proposed include the increase in the 
membership to include the Directors of Graduate Study from each 
graduate program within the Graduate School on the UMD campus. 
This will increase the size of the committee somewhat, but will 
have the positive impact of improving my communication with each 
program. I have found that the representative process does not 
serve this purpose well, and that minutes of committee meetings 
are similarly ineffective. 

The increase in the number of graduate students (from two to 
three) reflects a suggestion from the students which I endorse. 

The procedures for selection of student members and for the 
selection of the chairperson of the committee have been made a 
bit more flexible. This should allow for some variations as may 
be dictated from time to time. 

If you have questions about this proposal I would be pleased to 
discuss them with you. With your approval I would appreciate it 
if you would forward this proposal to the Graduate School 
Executive Committee for adoption. 

:;;;Iely, 
John T. Hatten 
Assistant Dean 

' JTH/mj 

~ enclosure 
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Proposed Bylaw Change 

Graduate School Constitution 

Bylaw 3: Article v., Amendment l 

Duluth Graduate Faculty Committee 

A. Composition 

The Graduate Faculty Committee shall be composed 
of: not more than two representatives from each group of 
programs served by a Policy and Review Council, except for 
the Social Sciences Policy and Review Council which shall 
have a maximum of three. The representatives shall be 
elected by the graduate faculty of the various programs 
from among those who serve as members of the Policy and 
Review Councils; in case a Policy and Review Council has 
too few Council members to fill the slate, additional mem
bers as necessary shall be elected from the graduate faculty. 
Two Graduate School students shall be chosen by an elec-
tion from among all Graduate School students on the cam-
pus. Faculty members shall serve a term of three years in 
a rotation in which one-third are elected each year. Both 
faculty and student members shall be eligible for reelec
tion. When unable to attend a meeting a member may desig
nate an alternate. The chairperson of the Graduate Faculty 
Committee shall be appointed by the Dean from a slate of 
three faculty members of the Graduate Faculty Committee 
submitted by members of the committee. The nominees will 
have completed at least one year's service as a committee 
member. 

Proposed Change 

The Graduate Faculty Committee shall be composed of 
Directors and Associate Directors of Graduate Studies of 
each graduate program administered by the Graduate School 
and through which graduate students may register on the 
Duluth campus. In addition, there will be three graduate 
students on the Committee with full voting rights. Such 
students will be designated from among those graduate 
students registering on the Duluth campus through a pro
cedure to be established by the Assistant Graduate Dean. 
These student members shall serve for a term of one year 
and shall be eligible for re-designation. The Duluth 
Assistant Graduate Dean shall be an ex-officio member. 
The members attending any meeting will constitute a 
quorum. When unable to attend a meeting, a member may 
designate an alternate. The chairperson shall be appointed 
by the Dean of the Graduate School from among the members 
of the Committee. 
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a~-~~ ~ 1 ~ .. UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA 

DULUTH 

Graduate School 
'431 Darland Administration Building 
. 10 University Drive 
• Duluth, Minnesota 55812-2496 

April 1, 1988 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: 

FROM:: 

SUSJECT: 

John T. Hatten, Assistant Dean, Graduate School 

Stephen C. Hec:iman, Chair, 
Committee 

D~ Graduate Faculty 

Change fn Committee 2ompnsili0n 

At the March 31, 1988, meeting of the Duluth Graduate Faculty 
Committee, the following motion was unanimously approved: 

The Graduate Faculty Committee shall be composed of 
Directors and Associate Directors of Graduate Studies 
of each graduate program administered by the Graduate 
School and through which graduate students may reg
ister on the Duluth campus. In addition, there will 
be three graduate students on the Committee with full 
voting rights. Such students will be designated from 
among those graduate students registering on the Duluth 
campus through a procedure to be established by the 
Assistant Graduate Dean. These student members shall 
serve for a term of one year and shall be eligible for 
re-designation. The Duluth Assistant Graduate Dean 
shall be an ex-officio member. The members attending 
any meeting will constitute a quorum. When unable to 
attend a meeting, a member may designate an alternate. 
The chairperson shall be appointed by the Dean of the 
Graduate School from among the members of the Committee. 

In our opinion this should replace the existing paragraph under 
"A. Composition" of Bylaw 3: Article V., Amendment 1 of the 
Graduate School Constitution. 

We solicit your endorsement of this motion and request that you 
convey it to the appropriate individuals within the Graduate 
School of the University of Minnesota. 

Could you please apprise me as to the ultimate fate of this 
motion? 

Thank you very much. 

SCH/mj 


