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U OF M SCHOOL VIOLENCE EXPERT AVAILABLE FOR INTERVIEWS 

With the recent murder of six school children in small-town Pennsylvania, the past week has now seen three 

different school shootings across the country. While one reportedly involved revenge by a student on his 

principal, the others were more difficult to make sense of with adults preying on children.in class. A University 

of Minnesota expert who has studied these types of situations and can comment on the tragedies is: 

Edward Taylor, University ofMinnesota professor of social work 

Taylor is available to discuss the issues surrounding the recent violence. He is currently completing a research 

article on the developmental histories of more than 200 people who were violent and had schizophrenia. He has 

also done a survey of high school students' fears about school violence. While he has been focusing on these 

relevant issues as a researcher, he is still shocked by the killings and trying to "make sense and meaning out of 

these events." 

To interview Taylor contact Drew Swain at (612) 625-8962 or dswain@umn.edu; or Asim Dorovic at (612) 

624-0214 or dorovic@umn.edu. 

Expert Alert is a service provided by the University News Service. Delivered regularly, Expert Alert is designed to 

connect university experts to today's breaking news and current events. For an archive and other useful media 

services, visit www.unews.umn.edu. 
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ANN FUDGE TO SPEAK AT U OF M CARLSON SCHOOL'S 'INSIDE THE 
BOARDROOM' 

MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAUL -- Ann Fudge, chairman and chief executive officer of Young & Rubicam Brands, 

will be the featured speaker at the University of Minnesota Carlson School of Management's "Inside the 

Boardroom" event from 5:30 to 8:30p.m. Friday, Oct. 20, at the Carlson School's 3M Auditorium, 321 19th 

A venue S., Minneapolis. 

The bi-annual "Inside the Boardroom" series, developed and hosted by Marilyn Carlson Nelson, showcases 

American CEOs considered to be leaders in their field. Through one-on-one conversations with Marilyn Carlson 

Nelson and a panel comprised of other leaders, the event provides a unique forum for guests to share their 

insights and business experiences with the public. CEOs interviewed have built a successful enterprise by 

integrating core business principles with knowledge from other disciplines. The program airs on Twin Cities 

Public Television and is sponsored by the Carlson School's chapter ofthe National Association of Women 

MBAs. 

At Young & Rubicam Brands, Fudge manages the global operations of communications companies across the full 

range of disciplines. Throughout her career, she has overseen the development and evolution of many popular 

brands. Prior to joining Young & Rubicam Brands, Fudge served as president, Beverages, Desserts and Post 

Division, a $5 billion unit of Kraft Foods. While at Kraft Foods, Fudge served on its management committee, 

managing businesses such as Maxwell House Coffee, Kool Aid, Crystal Light, Post cereals, Jell-0 desserts and 

Alto ids. 

Fudge is a member of the board of directors of General Electric. She also serves on the Harvard board of 

overseers, the board of directors of Catalyst and is a trustee of the Brookings Institute. She also serves on the 

boards of industry organizations The Advertising Council and the Advertising Educational Foundation. She is 

also a member of The Council on Foreign Relations. She has been named one of the 50 most powerful women in 

American business by Forbes magazine and was named one of Time magazine's "Global Business Influentials" in 

2004. 

- more-
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Young & Rubicam Brands is a global network of preeminent companies that provide a full range of marketing 

communications services, including advertising, public relations, direct and database marketing, brand consulting 

and creative design and strategic healthcare communications. Its companies include Y &R, Burson-Marsteller, 

Wunderman, Sudler & Hennessey, Landor Associates, Cohn & Wolfe, among others. 

Registration starts at 5:30p.m. and a reception follows. The event is free and open to the public. Seating is 

limited. To register in advance visit www.carlsonschool.umn.edu/insidetheboardroom, or call (612) 626-7407. 

WHO: Ann Fudge, chairman and CEO of Young & Rubicam Brands 

WHEN: 5:30- 8:30p.m., Friday, Oct. 20 

WHERE: Carlson School of Management, 321 19th Ave. S., Minneapolis 
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U OF M SESSION TO EDUCATE INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS ABOUT 
POWWOW 

MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAUL-- Many international students are fascinated by the sight a~d sound of powwows 

but know very little about their historical and cultural meaning. To answer questions international students and 

others may have about powwows, the University of Minnesota American Indian Student Cultural Center 

(AISCC) and the Office oflnternational Student and Scholar Services (ISSS) will hold an information session 

about powwows from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 5, in Room 204, Coffman Union, 300 Washington 

Ave. S.E., Minneapolis. 

Robert DesJarlait, an-Ojibwe/Anishinabe from the Red Lake Nation, will be the guest speaker. An artist, 

educator, writer and traditional dancer, DesJarlait works at Ain Dah Yung, a program for youth and families, and 

is a member of the University of Minnesota Council of Elders. Several students and traditional dancers from the 

AISCC will also share their experience as powwow dancers. 

"Originally, the idea of the powwow session was brought up from the perspective that many international 

students do not have a chance to learn the historical or cultural meaning of powwow," said Barbara Kappler of 

the ISSS. "But the session is open to anyone interested." 

, Participants at the information powwow session are invited to attend the Ethel Curry Powwow and Feast 

, Friday, Oct. 13, at the St. Paul Student Center. The powwow is an annual event that recognizes achievements of 

U of M and Twin Cities American Indian students. 

The powwow information session is part of the Training of Global Understanding program, a collaboration 

between the ISSS and the Multicultural Center for Academic Excellence to promote international and cultural 

understanding. 

WHEN: 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 5 
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FORMER SIERRA LEONE WAR CRIMES TRIBUNAL PROSECUTOR DAVID 
CRANE WILL TALK ABOUT TAKING ON 'WARLORDS, MAFIA AND THUGS' 

OCT. 12 AT U OF M 

MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAUL-- Judge David Crane, former chief prosecutor of the Special Court for Sierra 

Leone, will talk about "Dancing with the Devil: Taking on West Africa's Warlords, Mafia and Thugs" at 7:30 

p.m. Thursday, Oct. 12, at the University of Minnesota Humphrey Institute of Public Affairs, 301 19th Ave. S., 

Minneapolis. The event is free and open to the public. 

The Special Court for Sierra Leone is the world's first hybrid international war crimes tribunal, and was jointly 

established in 2002 by the United Nations and the Republic of Sierra Leone. Since then, the special court has 

been trying cases that include the most serious violations of international humanitarian law and Sierra Leonean 

law committed in the territory of Sierra Leone. 

Crane was appointed chief prosecutor ofthe Special Court for Sierra Leone by United Nations Secretary General 

Kofi Annan and served until2005. During Crane's service, he prosecuted war criminals for their actions during 

the 1990s civil war in Sierra Leone. Among those he indicted was then-President Charles Taylor ofLiberia. 

Taylor, indicted on 17 counts of war crimes and crimes against humanity, is only the second head of state in 

history, and the first African, to be indicted for war crimes. 

Crane's talk is co-sponsored by the Humphrey Institute, the Minnesota International Center, the Minnesota 

Human Rights Center, the University of St. Thomas Law School, Minnesota Advocates for Human Rights, 

Hamline University Law School and the University of Minnesota Law School and its Amnesty International 

chapter. 

WHAT: 

WHEN: 

WHERE: 

"Dancing with the Devil: Taking on West Africa's Warlords, Mafia and Thugs" 

7:30p.m. Thursday, Oct. 12 

Humphrey Institute of Public Affairs, 301 19th Ave. S., Minneapolis 
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U OF M STUDENT DESIGN PLAYS OFF OF TV HIT "PROJECT RUNWAY" 
DURING CONTEST THURSDAY 

,... Watch students battle for top design honor from 3 to 5 p.m. Thursday ,... 

MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAULit may or may not have the high drama and cheating accusations that flair in season 

3 of Bravo TV's reality show "Project Runway," but 12 teams ofU ofM Design, Housing and Apparel 

students will battle Thursday for their designs to appear in Bachman's Holiday Artium. 

That's right. Bachman's, a major floral, gift and garden center based in Minneapolis, is teaming up with the 

university's College of Design in a competition playing off the TV hit "Project Runway." This contest is tagged 

"Project Holiday" as Bachman's has asked retail merchandising students to present fashion with a holiday twist, 

showing and using products that Bachman's sells as part of holiday fashion. 

Judges will tell the hard-core truth when they review the students' sketches and drawings for the project from 3 

! to 5 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 4, on the St. Paul campus in Room 33 McNeal Hall, 1985 Buford Ave., St Paul. 

Judges, who will include a panel from Bachman's and outside experts, will choose six winning team entries from 

the 12 teams. 

, Those six teams will then turn their sketches into reality. The teams will design and create a dress for a 

mannequin that will be featured in Bachman's much-anticipated Holiday Atrium. The students' designs should 

reflect style and elegance with a formal look such as evening wear. 

To complete the project, the teams will be given a $250 budget that can be used to purchase fabric, trim, supplies 

and accessories. Students have been told that the final design "should be over the top, but believable and 

' wearable," said Kate Daly, the university research associate directing the project. 

- more-
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Once on display, customers will vote on their favorite display and the winning team members of that vote will 

each receive $200. A total of 51 students are working on the projects. The six teams whose designs are not 

chosen will not be sent home as happens on the TV show. Instead, they will create alternative projects that will 

promote the Holiday Atrium at the flagship store. 
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'U OF M MOMENT' FEATURE LINKS FOR THE WEEK OF OCT. 9 

MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAUL-- "University of Minnesota Moment" radio features for the week of Monday, 

Oct. 9, are available to Minnesota radio stations for free. 

The features are as follows: 

Monday, Oct. 9: "Beware of Added Sugars" 

Fully produced :90 feature: http:/ /blog.lib.urnn.edu/urelate/radio/added _sugars.mp3 

Raw audio: http:/ /blog.lib.urnn.edu/urelate/radio/added _sugars _raw.mp3 

Tuesday, Oct. 10: "Graduate and Professional School Fair" 

Fully produced :90 feature: http://blog.Iib.urnn.edu/urelate/radio/graduate_school.mp3 

Raw audio: http:/ /blog.lib. urnn.edu/urelate/radio/graduate _school_raw.mp3 

Wednesday, Oct. 11: "Norman Borlaug on Africa's Green Revolution" 

Fully produced :90 feature: http:/ /blog.lib.urnn.edu/urelate/radio/africa _green _revolution.mp3 

Raw audio: http://blog.Iib.urnn.edu/urelate/radio/africa_green_revolution_raw.mp3 

Thursday, Oct. 12: "Making River Connections" 

Fully produced :90 feature: http:/ /blog.lib.umn.edu/urelate/radio/river _ connections.mp3 

Raw audio: http:/ /blog.lib.urnn.edu/urelate/radio/river _connections _raw.mp3 

Friday, Oct. 13: "Teddy Roosevelt and the Treasure of Ursa Major" 

Fully produced :90 feature: http:/ /blog.lib. urnn.edu/urelate/radio/treasure _white_ house.mp3 

Raw audio: http://blog.lib.urnn.edu/urelate/radio/treasure _raw..mp3 

All of the features will be posted the day for which they are scheduled at http://blog.lib.urnn.edu/urelate/radio/. 
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U OF M'S CRAIG TAYLOR RECEIVES CORPORATE STAR AWARD FROM THE 
MINNESOTA MINORITY SUPPLIER DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL 

MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAUL-- Craig Taylor, director for the Office of Business and Community Economic 

Development at the University of Minnesota, received the Corporate Star Award from the Minnesota Minority 

Supplier Development Council (MMSDC) at the 30th annual Minority Business Opportunity Fair last week. 

Taylor received the award in recognition of4is innovative approaches to business and community economic 

development, most notably, his work with the Management and Technical Assistance program for Small 

Businesses committee to develop a program utilizing the university's Carlson School of Management MBA 

graduate students in providing management and technical assistance to women, minority and businesses owned 

by people with disabilities, and developing an executive leadership program designed to address specific 

organizational, management and business objectives of women and minority business owners. 

"This award is a tremendous honor and I am humbled by the recognition I have received because of it," said 

Taylor. "I am very fortunate to have had a unique opportunity to contribute and help make a difference in the 

area of minority business development and economic development, primarily through the work that office does, 

and also because of the universities ongoing commitment to supporting strategies that foster economic 

development in urban communities. " 

Other award recipients at the event included: 

• Jennifer Gardiner, General Mills, was awarded the 2006 Buyer ofthe Year Award for continued success with 

finding new MBE business opportunities. 

• Gene Johnson, CEO of Metro Communication, received the 2006 MBE Star Award for his countless volunteer 

hours to the advancement ofthe minority business community. 

1 

• Art Collins, Chairman and CEO of Medtronic, accepted the 2006 Corporation of the Year Award. 

- more-
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The MMSDC is the leading minority business advocate organization in Minnesota. Every year, the MMSDC 

helps over 250 certified minority-owned businesses network with major U.S. corporations by hosting an annual 

golf tournament and the Minnesota Business Opportunity Fair (MBOF). For more information, contact the 

MMSDC at www.mmsdc.org or call (612) 465-8884. 
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U OF M IMMIGRATION HISTORY RESEARCH CENTER WEB SITE SELECTED 
AS RESOURCE FOR ENCYCLOPEDIA BRITANNICA 

MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAUL-- The Encyclopedia Britannica has selected the University of Minnesota's 

Immigration History Research Center (IHRC) Web site as a Britannica iGuide site and will present the Web site 

as a recommended resource for its online readers. This means that when one of Encyclopedia Britannica's readers 

conducts a search of a topic relevant to the IHRC site, a link to the IHRC site will be provided for that topic. 

Britannica identifies and screens Web sites to supplement its own content and selected the IHRC site because of 

its high-quality content, according to J. C. Miller, Britannica's director of editorial content management. 

Founded in 1965, the IHRC promotes research on migration with a special emphasis on immigration to the U.S. 

It has one of the largest and most important collections of materials on U.S. immigration and refugee life to be 

found anywhere in the world. IHRC resear~hers come from all parts of the country and the world. The IHRC 

especially seeks to enrich contemporary debates-- so often heated and so often emotional when the subject is 

immigration -- with historical and scholarly perspectives. 

The IHRC Web site provides immediate access to information for those who want to do research on immigration, 

for those interested in migration-related events and classes at the university and in the community and for those 

seeking scholarly and expert perspectives on the headlines of the day. 
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U OF M CREATES NEW DATA SECURITY TRAINING PROGRAM DURING 
NATIONAL CYBER SECURITY MONTH 

MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAUL-- October is "National Cyber Security Awareness Month," and the University of 

Minnesota is unveiling a new data security training program, "Public Jobs: Private Data." The mandatory 

program will train all faculty and staff on proper private data security techniques and raise awareness of the 

issue. 

"Data security is a growing national concern. There is probably no institution in the state of Minnesota that has 

so many people who need regular access to private data, which makes education our best form of security," said 

Steve Cawley, the university's chief information officer. "We want all of our people to understand that data 

security is everyone's responsibility." 

The program addresses the security measures required when handling private data protected under federal and 

state laws as well as university policies. This includes informing employees on identifying security issues, how 

to protect data and hardware and the proper protocol in response to a security incident. 

All University of Minnesota faculty, staff, student workers, health sciences students and volunteers will be 

required to take the training. It consists of online tutorials easily available through the university portal, myU. 

"Federal law has required hospitals and health facilities to make significant changes over the past several years in 

how we manage health information," said Ross Janssen of the University Privacy and Security office. "The goal 

of this training is to implement that type of data handling university-wide." 

The University Privacy and Security Office partnered with the Office of Information Technology to develop the 

program that the Minnesota State Colleges and Universities (MnSCU) is now licensing from the university. 

"National Cyber Security Awareness Month" is a nationwide effort to educate citizens on data security issues 

and provide tips to computer users for safe online practices. The month is supported by public and private 

efforts, including the Federal Trade Commission and the Microsoft Corporation. 

- more-
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"As a public institution, we have an obligation to protect the personal data of students, employees, patients and 

others who may entrust us with their private information," Cawley said. "Training such as this is going to be an 

important part of the 21st century workplace." 
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UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA HOSTS CONFERENCE FOCUSED ON VISION 
FOR PREK-12 EDUCATION 

,.., U of M President Robert Bruininks to speak,.., 

MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAUL-- University of Minnesota President Robert Bruininks will welcome about 250 

school and community leaders to campus Friday, Oct. 5 for a conference focused on the vision for preK-12 

education in Minnesota. 

Educators from PK-12 schools and higher ec\ucation institutions, foundation leaders, representatives from 

community organizations, legislators, legislative staff and businesspeople are coming together for a conference 

from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Friday, Oct. 5 in the Cowles Auditorium at the Humphrey Institute for Public Affairs, 301 

19th Ave. S., Minneapolis. They will discuss the need to prepare all students to meet the challenges of the global 

Information Age and the need for a coherent vision of public education in Minnesota. 

Under Bruininks' leadership, the university is serving more and more as a covener of important discussions 

about education like this one. In fact, this year, Bruininks created the Consortium on Post-Secondary Academic 

Success to better serve the needs of the education community. The consortium will work on collaborative 

university/pre-K-12 initiatives with school districts and education organizations to improve the coherence, 

relevance and visibility ofuniversity pre-K-12 activities. It joins the Consortium on Children Youth and Families 

that also works on university partnerships with pre-K-12 education. 

"These consortia are partnerships with our colleagues in pre-K-12 education," Bruininks said. "We are long past 

the time that education researchers and academics could proclaim their findings from the ivory towerm, hoping 

they would find ears to fall upon below." 

Bruininks' welcome is scheduled for 9:05a.m. Friday, Oct. 5. At noon, Bruininks will deliver remarks about the 

transformation and repositioning of the university. New U ofM College of Education and Human Development 

Dean and Assistant to the President Darlyne Bailey will serve on an interactive panel discussing education at 

10:15 a.m. 

- more-
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During Friday's conference, a group of Minnesota school superintendents will release a report titled 

"Minnesota's Promise: World-Class Schools, World-Class State." The report is intended to spark a statewide 

conversation about what a truly world-class system of schools might look like in Minnesota. 
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NOBEL PEACE PRIZE NOMINEE JEFF HALPER AT U OF M 

, MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAUL-- Internationally-recognized human rights activist Jeff Halper will speak at the 

University of Minnesota at 2 p.m. Friday, Oct. 13 in 150 Blegen Hall, 269 19th Ave., Minneapolis. His talk is 

titled "Israel: When a People Refuses to Take Responsibility." 

Halper, an Israeli, and Ghassan Andoni, a Palestinian from the Occupied Palestinian Territories, were nominated 

i for the Nobel Peace Prize by the American Friends Service Committee. The winners of the 2006 Nobel Peace 

Prize will be announced on Oct. 13, the same day that Halper will visit the university. 

Hibbing-raised Halper, an anthropologist, is the coordinator of the Israeli Committee Against House Demolitions 

(ICARD), a leading organization of the Israeli peace movement. He has lived in Israel since 1973. Halper has 

researched and written extensively on Israeli society and is the author of the book "Between Redemption and 

Revival: the Jewish Yishuv in Jerusalem in the Nineteenth Century" (Westview, 1991). He was chair ofthe 

Israeli Association for Ethiopian Jews. Halper has been active in the Israeli peace movement for many years. As 

the coordinator ofiCAHD, he has forged a new mode oflsraeli peace activity based on non-violent direct action 

and civil disobedience to the Israeli occupation authorities and in close cooperation with Palestinian 

organizations, even in times of intense conflict. 

Halper's appearance is part of an ongoing series at the university titled The Middle East and U.S. Foreign 

Policy: Alternative Voices. Other speakers appearing this fall will include Beirut Daily Star editor-at-large Rami 

Khouri, MacArthur Justice Center attorney Joseph Margulies and Virginia Tilley ofthe Human Sciences 

Research Council in South Africa. More on the series can be found at www.igs.cla.umn.edu. 

The Middle East and U.S. Foreign Policy: Alternative Voices series is sponsored by the Institute for Global 

Studies in the College of Liberal Arts. Halper is available for phone interviews prior to his visit to Minneapolis. 
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USA TODAY SPORTS COLUMNIST CHRISTINE BRENNAN SPEAKS AT U OF M 
TUCKER CENTER EVENT 

MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAUL-- USA Today sports columnist Christine Brennan will deliver the U ofM Tucker 

Center for Research on Girls & Women in Sport Fal12006 Distinguished Lecture from 7 to 9 p.m. Tuesday, Oct. 

10, at the Weisman Art Museum, 333 East River Parkway, Minneapolis. 

Her talk, "Best Seat in the House: From the Locker Room to the Press Box Women's Sports in the 21st 

Century," will focus on the impact of Title IX on women and sports journalists. 

Brennan has been twice voted a Top 10 columnist by the AP sports editors. She serves as a commentator for 

ABC News, ESPN and NPR. She is the author of "Inside Edge: A Revealing Journey into the Secret World of 

Figure Skating." That book is a Sports Illustrated Top 100 Sports Book of All Time selection. Her latest book is 

"Best Seat in the House: A Father, A Daughter, a Journey Through Sports." 

The Tucker Center is committed to research, education and community outreach for sportswomen, their families 

i and communities. The lecture is free and open to the public. 
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BOARD OF REGENTS TO MEET AT UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA, 
CROOKSTON NEXT WEEK 

MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAUL-- The University ofMinnesota Board ofRegents will hold its monthly meeting at 

the university's Crookston campus (UMC) next week. On the agenda is the first presentation of the U's 

2008-09 state biennial budget request, a discussion of the profile of the incoming Class of2010 and an update on 

the university's goals to increase graduation rates. 

"This year's freshman class looks to be one of the best in history, and we'll be sharing that profile with the 

board," said University President Robert Bruininks. "In addition, we've made significant progress on enhancing 

graduation rates and will be raising the bar a little higher." 

Bruininks will also be presenting the proposed 2.008-09 biennial state budget request. The board will take action 

on the matter at its meeting in November. 

The schedule for the meeting is as follows: 

Thursday, Oct. 12, 2006 

1 11 a.m., Board of Regents will join Bruininks and UMC Chancellor Charles Casey for the dedication of 

Centennial Hall, UMC's new residence hall. 

1:45 - 2:45 p.m., Board work session, Bede Ballroom AlBIC. The board discusses technology commercialization 

with Vice President for Research Tim Mulcahy. 

3 - 4:30 p.m., Educational Planning and Policy Committee, Bede Ballroom AlBIC. Provost Tom Sullivan 

presents the profile of the Class of2010, discusses progress in increasing graduation rates and outlines new 

graduation rate goals. 

3- 4:30p.m., Finance and Operations Committee, Bede Ballroom DIE. The committee will discuss and take 

- more-
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action on the selection of an underwriter/investment banker for $13 7 million in state-supported debt for TCF 

Bank Stadium. 

Friday, Oct. 13,2006 

9- 11:30 a.m., Board of Regents, Bede Ballroom AlBIC. Bruininks presents the proposed 2008-09 state biennial 

budget request. The board will also receive an update on scholarship fundraising as part of October Scholarship 

Month. 

More information on the Board of Regents meeting can be found at www.umn.edu/regents. The Friday meeting 

will be webcast on that site beginning at 9 a.m. 

WHEN: 
WHERE: 

Thursday, Oct. 12 -Friday, Oct. 13, 2006 

University of Minnesota, Crookston campus 
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MINNESOTA AND NORWAY NAME LEADERS FOR BIOENERGY AND FOOD 
SAFETY RESEARCH COLLABORATION 

MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAUL-- Bioenergy and food safety research in Minnesota and Norway will get a 

trans-Atlantic boost from a partnership between the University of Minnesota and the Norwegian University of 

Life Sciences. 

The two universities announced today that Judson Sheridan, director of international programs at the University 

of Minnesota's College of Biological Sciences (CBS) and professor of genetics, cell biology and development, and 

Odd Jarle Skjelhaugen, director of research for the Norwegian University of Life Sciences and professor of 

environmental engineering, have been named to share the Norwegian Centennial Interdisciplinary Chair and to 

oversee an international research collaboration involving trans-Atlantic teams of faculty and graduate students. 

The chair was created with a $750,000 gift from Norway, presented by Crown Prince Haakon when he visited 

the University of Minnesota to celebrate Norway's centennial last fall. The University of Minnesota matched 

the gift with $750,000 from the Permanent University Fund. CBS will raise funds for graduate fellowships. 

"Our universities share deep commitments to research and education in ecosystem sciences, renewable energy, 

plant and animal genomics and the role of microbes in biocatalysis and pathogenesis," said Bob Elde, dean of the 

College of Biological Sciences. "Sheridan and Skjelhaugen will provide the leadership for cultivating and 

expanding this research to use resources at both institutions to best advantage." 

The formal partnership grew out of several years of collaborative research. The Minnesota-Norway teams 

currently are focused on projects related to bioenergy, bio-based products, microbial, plant and animal genomics, 

energy and climate change policy and the use of enzymes to degrade biomass. 

According to Sheridan, "The research projects currently underway and soon to be initiated focus on some of the 

most pressing issues facing Norway, Minnesota and, in fact, the world. We expect the results from the research 

to advance our basic knowledge at the frontiers while developing practical and economical approaches to dealing 

with these problems. Advances in using biofuels, developing bio-based products and applying functional 

- more-
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with these problems. Advances in using biofuels, developing bio-based products and applying functional 

genomics can have a huge impact on our environment, the cost of energy and even the safety of our food." 

Sheridan and Skjelhaugen will use the endowment earnings to support faculty and student exchanges and to 

develop new research collaborations. Initially they will work with current research teams to identify students 

who will travel betwe.en laboratories. These exchanged students will connect the research efforts while obtaining 

valuable educational and cultural experiences. The chairs will also explore new projects and help assemble teams 

to carry them out. Finally, they will work with team leaders and industrial partners in Norway and Minnesota to 

apply the research. 

Sheridan has spent his career in higher education as a faculty member, administrator and researcher. A Rhodes 

Scholar, he earned a doctorate in neurophysiology at Oxford University in 1965. Following a research fellowship 

at Harvard University, he joined the faculty of the University of Minnesota. He has also been vice provost for 

research/graduate dean at the University of Missouri, academic vice president at the University of Maine and 

executive director of the Graduate Record Exam (GRE) Programs for ETS. 

Skjelhaugen, who earned his doctorate degree in environmental engineering from the Norwegian University of Life 

Sciences, has led a variety of interdisciplinary research programs that involved commercial partners. He spent 

eight years as product manager for an international company and was engaged by the Norwegian Research 

Council to promote application of research funded by the European Union. He has played an integral role in 

developing the collaboration between the two universities. 
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GERMAN OFFICIAL TO TALK AT U ON U.S. AND EUROPEAN ATTITUDES 
ABOUT POLITICS AND RELIGION 

MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAULOver the past decade, political discourse in the United States and globally has 

taken a decidedly religious turn. How do Europeans and Americans position themselves differently vis-a-vis the 

appearance of religion in political discourse? This question is at the center of Karsten Voigt's lecture "Religion 

and Politics: Different Values, Different Articulations, Same Results in Europe and the United States?" to be held 

at the University ofMinnesota at 3:30p.m. Wednesday, Oct. 11, in Room 1314 ofthe Social Sciences Building, 

267 19th Ave. S., Minneapolis. 

Voigt is one of the top officials in Germany's Foreign Office and has served as the German government's 

coordinator of German-American cooperation since 1999. He recently assisted in the creation of NPR Berlin, a 

conduit for U.S. news and culture to Germany. He is a specialist on foreign policy and security issues and 

routinely speaks on issues including Germany's commitment to helping with international efforts in crisis areas 

such as the Middle East and Lebanon. 

Voigt's appearance is sponsored by the University of Minnesota Center for German and European Studies, in 

cooperation with Germany's Foreign Office and the American Council on Germany. He is available in 

Minneapolis from Monday, Oct. 9 through Thursday, Oct. 12, for interviews. 

' WHO: Karsten Voight, German government coordinator of German-American Cooperation 

WHAT: Talk on "Religion and Politics: Different Values, Different Articulations, Same Results in 

Europe and the United States?" 

WHEN: 3:30p.m. Wednesday, Oct. 11 

WHERE: Room 1314 of the Social Sciences Building, 267 19th Ave. S., Minneapolis 
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LIECHTENSTEIN AMBASSADOR TO THE U.S. TO SPEAK ABOUT U.N. HUMAN 
RIGHTS COUNCIL 

MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAUL-- Claudia Fritsche, ambassador of Liechtenstein to the United States, will speak 

on Liechtenstein, the United States and the U.N. Human Rights Council. Her lecture will be held at 12:15 p.m. 

Monday, Oct. 16, in Auerbach Commons at the University of Minnesota Law School, 229 19th Ave. S., 

Minneapolis. The event is hosted by the law student chapter of Amnesty International and the University of 

Minnesota Human Rights Center. The event is free and open to the public. 

Liechtenstein is at the forefront of the current reformation of U.N. human rights mechanisms. The current U.N. 

Human Rights Council -- formerly the Human Rights Commission -- is the result of reform movements within 

the U.N. and grew out of a response to criticism that U.N. human rights groups were slow and ineffective. 

Fritsche assumed her'duties as the first resident ambassador of Liechtenstein in Washington, D.C., in October 

2002. Before assuming her post, Fritsche served as Liechtenstein's permanent representative to the United 

Nations from 1999 to 2002. 

Liechtenstein has been a strong advocate of U.N. reform in order to make the organization more efficient and 

better equipped to meet the challenges of the 21st century, specifically in the area of international human rights. 

Liechtenstein was a strong proponent of the establishment of the Human Rights Council and is advocating for 

the strengthening of the U.N. treaty organization system. Fritsche will use her experience to educate University 

of Minnesota students, faculty and community members on the evolving reform process in the U.N. and the 

further development of the relationship between the U.S. and Liechtenstein. 

Fritsche will also speak about "Transatlantic Relations and Global Governance: The Growing Role of 

Multilateral Cooperation" at 3:30 p.m. Tuesday, Oct. 17, in Room 215 atthe Humphrey Institute. That event is 

sponsored by the Center for Austrian Studies, the department of political science, the department of sociology 

and the Humphrey Institute of Public Affairs. 
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U OF M PRESIDENT BRUININKS TO VISIT MOORHEAD OCT. 11; TO SPEAK AT 
FARGO/MOORHEAD AREA ROTARY LUNCHEON 

MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAULUniversity of Minnesota President Robert Bruininks will address Fargo/Moorhead 

area Rotarians at a luncheon meeting hosted by the Fargo Rotary Club at noon Wednesday, Oct. 11, at the 

Avalon Events Center, second floor, 613 1st Ave. N., Fargo. Bruininks' remarks will focus on the university's 

commitment to the economic, social and cultl:rral vitality of the region as well as the future of the university and 

its plans to become one of the top three public research universities in the world. 

Prior to the Rotary event, Bruininks will visit and tour the U ofM Extension Service Regional Center at 10:30 

a.m., located at 715 11th St. N., Suite 107C, Moorhead. He will be joined by University of Minnesota Regent 

Clyde Allen, of Moorhead, Senior Vice President Robert Jones and Nancy Frosaker Johnson, the regional 

center's director. 

Following the Rotary address, Bruininks will depart for the Board of Regents monthly meeting at the 

university's Crookston campus. 

NOTE TO FARGO/MOORHEAD MEDIA: JeffFalk will be traveling with Bruininks on Wednesday and 

reachable by cell phone at (612) 964-7236. 
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PROVOST NAMES COMMITTEE TO DEVELOP NEW INSTITUTE FOR THE 
ADVANCEMENT OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 

MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAUL-- University of Minnesota Provost Thomas Sullivan announced the appointment 

of an advisory committee today to form a world-class interdisciplinary Institute for the Advancement of Science 

and Technology. 

"This new institute is part of our strategic positioning goal to become one of the top three public research 

universities in the world," Sullivan said. "The University of Minnesota is driven to discover new science and 

technology breakthroughs that will improve our quality of life, and this institute will help us do just that." 

The committee will develop ideas on what the institute must do to enhance academic synergies; promote 

development of large interdisciplinary grants; bring productive teams of interdisciplinary researchers together 

across the university; substantially increase communication and collaboration across science, medical, and 

engineering research; and to "add value" to the university's research portfolio. 

Members of the committee are: 

Professor Claudia Neuhauser, Chair 

Howard Hughes Medical Institute Professor and Head 

Department of Ecology, Evolution, and Behavior 

College ofBiological Sciences 

Professor Judith Berman 

Department of Genetics and Cell Biology 

Medical School and College of Biological Sciences 

Professor E. Daniel Dahlberg 

Department of Physics 

Institute of Technology 

- more-
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Professor Timothy Ebner 

Head and Former Director of Graduate Studies 

Department of Neuroscience 

Medical School 

Associate Professor Stephen Ekker 

Director of Beckman Center for Transposon Research and Associate Head 

Department of Cell Biology 

Medical School and College of Biological Sciences 

Professor John Goodge 

Department of Geological Sciences 

Duluth 

Professor Megan Gunnar 

Regents Professor and Distinguished McKnight University Professor 

Institute of Child Development 

College of Education and Human Development 

Professor Karen Hsiao Ashe 

Edmund Wallace and Anne Marie Tulloch Chairs in Neurology and Neuroscience 

Departments ofNeurology and Neuroscience 

Medical School 

Professor Vipin Kumar 

William Norris Professor and Head 

Department of Computer Science and Electrical Engineering 

Institute of Technology 

Professor Ellen Longmire 

Department of Aerospace Engineering 

Institute of Technology 

Professor Matthew McGue 

Department of Psychology 

College of Liberal Arts 

Professor Susan Mantell 

Department of Mechanical Engineering 
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Institute of Technology 

Professor Mark Paller 

Assistant Vice President for Research 

Department of Medicine 

Medical School 

Professor Ronald Phillips 

Regents Professor and McKnight Presidential Chair in Genomics 

' Department of Agronomy and Plant Genetics 

College of Food, Agricultural, and Natural Resource Sciences 

Professor Ronald Siegel 

Head, Department of Pharmaceutics 

College ofPharmacy 

Professor Fotis Sotiropoulos 

Department of Civil Engineering 

Institute of Technology 

Professor Nevin Young 

Distinguished McKnight University Professor 

, Departments of Plant Biology and Plant Pathology 

College of Food, Agricultural, and Natural Resource Sciences 

The committee will submit their recommendations in a report to the Provost by Spring 2007. 

For more information go to http://www.academic.urnn.edu/provost/interdisc/sci_tech/. 
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SUSAN MARVIN OF MARVIN WINDOWS TO SPEAK AT U OF M ON CREATING 
A COMPETITIVE ADVANTAGE 

MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAUL-- Susan Marvin, president of Marvin Windows and Doors, will speak at the 

University of Minnesota's Carlson School of Management First Tuesday luncheon at 11:30 a.m. Tuesday, Nov. 

7, at the McNamara Alumni Center, 200 Oak St. S.E., Minneapolis. 

In her presentation, "Becoming a World's Premier Manufacturer in the Most Unlikely of Places," Marvin will 

! discuss how the isolated location of Marvin Windows and Doors -- located just six miles south of the Canadian 

border, as well as its private family ownership-- have shaped the company's mission, value system and culture. 

She will address how leveraging these distinctive features of Marvin Windows and Doors results in a competitive 

advantage that differentiates the brand and fuels the company's growth in a fast paced, dynamic industry. 

As a premier manufacturer of made-to-order, wood and clad wood windows and doors, Marvin Windows and 

Doors is located in Warroad. Along with its affiliated companies, the family-owned company employs more than 

5,500 people in 10 manufacturing facilities. It recently celebrated its 100th year of business. 

Since becoming president of Marvin Windows and Doors in 1995, Marvin has overseen all aspects of the 

company's operations in Warroad, Ripley, Tenn., and Grafton, N.D. Prior to joining Marvin Windows and 

Doors in 1981, she was vice president of marketing for the American Hoist and Derrick Company. Marvin 

currently sits on the board of directors for Hormel Foods Corporation, the Harvard Joint Center for Housing 

Studies Policy Advisory Board, the St. Thomas College of Business Strategic Board of Governors and the 

University of Minnesota Foundation Board of Trustees. 

Each month the First Tuesday luncheon draws around 300 local business leaders, Carlson School alumni, 

students, and educators, who hear from the leading business voices on today's economy. 

Advance registration by Nov. 2 is $23 and $28 for walk-ins. The fee includes lunch and parking in the 

Washington Avenue Ramp. Register by calling (612) 626-9634, visiting the Web site 

- more-
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\vww.carlsonschool.umn.edu/events, or bye-mailing firsttuesday@csom.umn.edu. 

WHO: Susan Marvin, president, Marvin Windows and Doors 

WHEN: 11:30 a.m.- 1 p.m. Tuesday, Nov. 7 

WHERE: McNamara Alumni Center, 200 Oak St. S.E., Minneapolis 
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ECONOMICS PIONEER RICHARD NELSON TO GIVE INAUGURAL VERNON W. 
RUTTAN LECTURE AT U OF M, OCT. 18 

MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAUL Economics pioneer Richard Nelson will give the inaugural Vernon W. Ruttan 

Lecture on Science and Development Policy at 3 p.m. Wednesday, Oct. 18, at the Cargill Building, room 105, 

1500 Gortner Ave., St. Paul. The annual lecture series honors Vernon Ruttan, a Regents Professor Emeritus with 

the department of applied economics at the University of Minnesota. The event is free and open to the public. 

Nelson, professor and director of the Center for Science Technology and Global Development at the Earth 

Institute, Columbia University, New York, will lecture on "Institutions and Economic Growth: Making Sense of 

the Relationship." 

"We are thrilled to h'!:ve landed Nelson as our inaugural speaker," says Robert King, head of the university's 

department of applied economics. "He has constantly paid close attention to technological and institutional 

history with profound concerns for their role in society. He truly is a pioneer in his field." 

There is widespread agreement among economists that having the right institutions is the key to a nation's 

economic productivity and progressiveness. However, there is little agreement regarding just what the term 

"institutions" is supposed to mean, or about the way institutions relate to economic growth, or about how a 

nation can get the right set of institutions. Nelson will propose a way of conceptualizing what institutions are, 

how they relate to economic activity, and how they change over time, in order to make sense out of a growth 

theory in which they play a key role. 

Nelson's research has concentrated on the processes oflong-run economic change, with particular emphasis on 

technological advances and on the evolution of economic institutions. Some of his publications include "The 

Sources of Economic Growth," "The Sources oflndustrial Leadership," "National Innovation Systems: A 

Comparative Analysis" and "An Evolutionary Theory of Economic Change." Nelson holds a bachelor's degree 

from Oberlin College and a doctorate degree from Yale University. He was an assistant professor at Oberlin 

College and then a professor at Yale University. He has also served as an economist at the Rand Corporation and 

a senior member of the President's Council of Economic Advisors. 

- more-
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Nelson this year received the prestigious Honda Foundation's Honda Prize for his innovation research work. 

Registration and additional information are available at www.apec.urnn.edu/ruttanlecture or by calling (612) 

625-8779. 
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UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA REACHES MILESTONES IN SCHOLARSHIP 
DRIVE AND SETS NEW GOAL FOR INCREASED ACCESS AND OPPORTUNITY 

,.. A record num'ber of alumni and friends made gifts and pledges as part of historic effort ,.. 

MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAUL --The University of Minnesota is celebrating progress in its 

' commitment to increasing financial access to the U. University leaders expect to meet the initial 
goal of raising $150 million for the Promise of Tomorrow Scholarship Drive during October, but 
they stress that substantial unmet student need still exists. Underscoring the continued high 
priority the institution places on raising gifts for scholarships and fellowships, the university has 
set a new goal to double the number of students who receive scholarships. 

"Our goal in launching the scholarship drive was to help 50 percent more students by ra1s1ng 
$150 million," said University of Minnesota President Robert Bruininks. "We're going to meet 
that substantial goal thanks to the generosity of our donors and are on track with increasing the 
number of students helped, but there is still great need. Student support will continue to be a 
top fundraising priority and I am now committed to doubling the number of students helped 
compared with three years ago when the drive was launched." 

Thanks to record levels in raising gifts for student support, approximately 6,700 students now 
receive privately-funded scholarships and fellowships. This is 1,835 students or 38 percent more 
students than three years ago, when the university launched the Promise of Tomorrow 
Scholarship Drive and made student support its top fundraising priority. As payments on gift 
pledges are fully realized and new endowed funds reach their full value, the number of students 
receiving privately-funded scholarships or fellowships will increase even more. 

Record number of donors 

A record 44,860 alumni and friends made gifts and pledges during the three years of this 
historic effort. This includes nearly 22,000 donors in fiscal 2006, who made gifts of $54 million, 
the second-highest amount for student support raised in one year in the history of the U. The 
scholarship drive has also helped build the annual level of giving to student support at the 
university to $54 million in fiscal year 2006, compared with $18 million a decade before. 

"The response from alumni and friends to this priority has been tremendous. The long-term 
impact of these new gifts will continue to expand as many donors have created new endowments 
for scholarships and fellowships," said Gerald Fischer, president and CEO of the University of 
Minnesota Foundation, which is overseeing the scholarship fundraising drive. 

- more-
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Minnesota Foundation, which is overseeing the scholarship fundraising drive. 

The university created a matching incentive to encourage gifts to scholarship endowments for 
undergraduates and professional students. Called the President's Scholarship Match, the 
program matches the payout from an endowed fund, doubling the amount that is available for 
students. So far, 381 new endowed scholarships, for a value of $40 million, are being matched, 
and the program will continue to be available for new endowment gifts. 

During the scholarship drive, $37 million was raised for graduate student fellowships, including 
an anonymous gift of $10 million announced recently for fellowships in the Institute of 
Technology. A match for gifts to endowed fellowships, called the 21st Century match, was created 
in 2000 and is now matching the payout on gifts of $49 million. This program will also continue 
to be available for new gifts. 

Among the many alumni and friends who made gifts during the scholarship drive are Larry 
Bentson, who, along with his late wife, Nancy, gave $10 million in 2003 for an endowed 
scholarship that now supports more than 125 students a year. In January 2006, William and 
Nadine McGuire committed $4 million for a pilot program that is providing four-year scholarships 
to 77 students entering the university this fall, and a similar number beginning next fall. Funds 
from this gift have also been used to establish mentoring and advising programs to help 
students prepare for college and succeed once they are here. 

Bruininks and Fischer will report on the university's successful fundraising year on Friday, Oct. 13, 
at the Board of Regents meeting in C~ookston. 

Founders Opportunity Scholarships 

In addition to launching the scholarship drive, the university implemented the Founders 
Opportunity Scholarship in 2005, which supplements federal Pell Grants to cover 100 percent of 
tuition and required fees. This program is currently helping 2,153 students and an additional 
200 transfer students are expected to be added to the program in spring 2007, bringing the 
program to nearly half of the estimated 4,500 students who will be eligible when the program is 
fully implemented. 

"Together, these programs underscore our continuing effort to ensure that financial barriers 
don't come between good students and a chance to study at the U," said Bruininks. "But there 
are still many students and their families who struggle to pay the full costs of their education, 
and we will continue to make student support a priority." 

National data show that students who work more than 20 hours a week or take out large loans 
take longer to graduate, or are more likely to drop out of college. At the U of M, nearly one 
quarter of undergraduates work more than 20 hours a week. There has also been a significant 
increase in student borrowing at the U. Total loan volume in fiscal 2005 was more than $330 
million, up from $160 million in fiscal 2000. 
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U OF M TO HOST ETHEL CURRY FALL WELCOME FEAST AND POWWOW 

MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAUL -- The University of Minnesota American Indian Student Cultural Center will 

honor its scholars at the annual "Ethel Curry Fall Welcome Feast and Powwow" from 5 to 9 p.m. Friday, Oct. 

13, in the St. Paul Student Center, 2017 Buford Ave., St. Paul. The feast will start at 5 p.m., with the grand entry 

at 7 p.m. 

Several drum groups and many dancers will perform. The event is free and open to the public, and all dancers are 

welcome. 

1 The event is named for the university alumnus who donated $1 million to the University of Minnesota and $1 

million to the Minnesota State Board of Education for scholarships for American Indians. At the university, her 

gift was used to create the Ethel Curry Native American Scholarship Fund for full-time students. The state board 

included her gift in its Indian Scholarship Program, which makes about 800 awards annually. Interest from the 

: gift provides about eight additional scholarships each year. 

Curry graduated from the university in 1914 with a bachelor of science degree in biology and mathematics. She 

worked for the Mayo Clinic in Rochester for 40 years. She died in 1995 at the age of 107. 

WHEN: 5-9 p.m. Friday, Oct. 13 

WHERE: St. Paul Student Center, 2017 Buford Ave. St. Paul 
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NORTH KOREA'S NUCLEAR THREAT 

North Korea's reported nuclear test earlier this week is certain to cause some form of punitive action by the 

United Nations Security Council. Pyongyang has furthermore threatened to fire a nuclear missile, and the United 

Nations are discussing what actions to take to thwart this rising threat. University of Minnesota faculty who 

can comment on North Korea and the political situation are: 

Seung-Ho Joo, professor of political science, University of Minnesota, Morris 

Joo is a political science professor specializing in East Asian foreign policy and security. He can comment on the 

history of nuclear developments in North Korea and the region's reactions. Joo has also studied the sometimes 

tumultuous relationship between the United States and the two Korean countries. 

Edward Farmer, professor of history, University of Minnesota, Twin Cities 

Farmer teaches world history at the U and specializes in Asia - China in particular. Farmer can comment on 

current developments in North Korea and the U.S. administration's handling of the situation. He can comment 

on North Korea's strategic position within the region and its military capabilities. In regards to a possible 

solution of the crisis, Farmer can elaborate on advantages and downfalls of both bilateral or multilateral talks with 

North Korea. 

To interview Farmer or Joo, contact Asim Dorovic at (612) 624-0214 or dorovic@umn.edu; or Drew Swain at 

(612) 625-8962 or dswain@umn.edu. 

Expert Alert is a service provided by the University News Service. Delivered regularly, Expert Alert is designed 

to connect university experts to today's breaking news and current events. For an archive and other useful media 

services, visit www.unews.umn.edu. 
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B. JOSEPH PINE II, CO-FOUNDER OF STRATEGIC HORIZONS LLP, TO SPEAK 
AT U OF M 

MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAUL-- B. Joseph Pine II, co-founder of Aurora, Ohio-based Strategic Horizons LLP, 

will be the Brand Matters featured speaker at 7:30a.m. Tuesday, Oct. 31, at the University of Minnesota 

Carlson School of Management's 3M Auditorium, 321 19th Ave. S., Minneapolis. 

' In his presentation, "Authenticity: The New Consumer Sensibility," Pine will discuss the importance of a 

company's brand being perceived as "authentic," rather than "phony." He will assert that authenticity is 

i becoming the new consumer sensibility, determining what, and from whom, consumers buy. 

An internationally acclaimed author, speaker and management advisor to Fortune 500 companies, Pine is the 

co-founder of Strategic Horizons LLP, a business designed to help companies conceive and design new ways of 

adding value to their products and/or services. With his business partner James Gilmore, Pine has authored 

several best-selling books such as "The Experience Economy: Work is Theatre & Every Business a Stage and 

Mass Customization: The New Frontier in Business Communication," which was named "one of the seven best 

business books of 1993" by the Financial Times. Pine has also written numerous articles for publications such as 

The Wall Street Journal, Chief Executive and the Health Forum Journal and has been frequently quoted in 

Forbes, the New York Times, USA TODAY, Fortune, Business Week and ABC News. Prior to beginning his 

writing and speaking activities, Pine held a number of managerial positions at IBM, bringing customers and 

business partners together to design and effectively launch the Application System/400 computer system. 

Offered jointly by Yamamoto Moss, the Carlson School ofManagement and Twin Cities Business, Brand 

Matters is a speakers' forum that provides tools and insights to help companies build their brands. 

To register, call Susan Markgraf at (612) 625-5348, or e-mail brandmatters@csom.umn.edu by Oct. 27. The cost 

is $25 at the door and includes breakfast. 

WHO: 

WHEN: 

B. Joseph Pine II, co-founder, Strategic Horizons LLP 

7:30-9:30 a.m. Tuesday, Oct. 31 

- more-
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INTERNATIONAL EXPERTS WILL DISCUSS CLIMATE CHANGE AND ENERGY 
SUSTAINABILITY AT THE U OF M HUMPHREY INSTITUTE 

MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAUL-- Experts from around the world will gather at the University ofMinnesota to 

1 
discuss "Moving Toward Sustainable Energy Systems: Exploring Global Pathways to a Common Destination" 

1 
from 8:30a.m. to 5 p.m. Tuesday, Oct. 24, at the Humphrey Institute of Public Affairs, 301 19th Ave. S., 

Minneapolis. 

Guided by the goal of climate change mitigation, participants will work to identify opportunities for countries to 

create economically sound and viable energy systems according to local needs. This free conference is sponsored 

by the Center for Science, Technology and Public Policy (CSTPP) at the Humphrey Institute. 

"Different countries face significantly different energy challenges and opportunities, and practical solutions for 

one part of the world may not address the challenges in another," said Jennifer Kuzma, CSTPP interim director. 

"The conference will offer opportunities to talk about new technologies and policy options that can address 

these problems and how we create plans to accomplish our shared goal." 

Each session will compare U.S. energy systems-- specifically those in the Upper Midwest-- with strategies 

employed by other countries to identify best practices and discover opportunities for progress. Morning 

sessions will focus on current energy structures around the world and how they could evolve in the future. The 

afternoon panels will include a discussion on bioenergy and biofuels. The day will conclude with a candid look at 

how to create a viable and sustainable energy plan within the current social, political and economic context. 

The conference is part of Paths to Progress, a three-part workshop series sponsored by the CSTPP. The 

workshops are designed to examine how regions can partner with developing countries to promote climate change 

mitigation while encouraging sustainable development and needed international policy changes. 

! For more information and to register for the conference, visit http://www.hhh.umn.edu/centers/stpp/. 
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U OF M CLASS OF 2010 BEST PREPARED IN HISTORY 
- University increases graduation rate goals systemwide-

MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAUL -- The University of Minnesota freshman class is the best prepared in history, 

Provost Tom Sullivan told the Board of Regents today in outlining the academic profile ofthe class of2010. 

Sullivan also announced new graduation rate goals for all U of M four-year campuses and presented enrollment 

information. 

"For the university to be successful in advancing its strategic goal and our educational mission means admitting 

students with the best possible chance of graduating with a degree," said Sullivan. "This incoming class is the 

most well prepared, diverse class in history." 

Systemwide, the university enrolled 8,350 freshmen, up 4 percent from last year. There are also 2,311 new 

undergraduate transfer students, comprising 21.7 percent of new undergraduate enrollment. The Twin Cities 

: campus received a record 24,658 applications and enrolled 5,439 freshmen for the 2006-2007 school year. Total 

systemwide enrollment for fall2006 is 65,753, up from 65,489 in 2005. Enrollment on the Twin Cities campus, 

one of the largest in the country, dropped slightly to 50,402 from 51,175 the year before. 

On the Twin Cities campus, this year's freshman class outshines its predecessors. More than 78 percent 

graduated in the top 25 percent of their high school class-- compared with 73.8 percent for last year's freshman 

class-- and 38.7 percent graduated in the top 10 percent. The average ACT score for incoming freshman was 

25.2, up from 24.3 a decade ago. There are 239 valedictorians in the class and 74 National Merit Scholars, up 

from 40 in 2003. 

The Twin Cities campus freshman class also has become more diverse with 20.2 percent of the class being 

students of color compared with 18.5 percent in fall 2005. Diversity in the freshman class is increasing 

systemwide as well with 15.7 percent being students of color compared with 14.6 percent in 2005. The 

, University of Minnesota, Morris (UMM) has a freshman class with 21.1 percent students of color. 

Sullivan also reported that the university has made notable improvements in graduation rates at the Twin Cities 

- more-
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campus. Last year the four-year graduation rate was 36.7 percent, the five-year rate was 56 percent and the 

six-year rate was 61.2 percent. In 2000 graduation rates were lower, with the four-year rate at 26.1 percent, the 

five-year rate at 45 percent, and a six-year rate at 50.1 percent. Graduation rates for 2006 will be reported later 

this fall. 

"Since focusing on raising graduation rates several years ago, the university has made significant progress in 

improving the number of students who graduate," Sullivan said. "Today, we're setting that bar higher with new 

graduation rate goals for all of our four-year campuses." 

For the Twin Cities campus, the goal is a four-year graduation rate of 60 percent, five-year rate of 75 percent and 

a six-year rate of 80 percent. The previous graduation rate goals set in 2003 were a four-year rate of 50 percent, a 

five-year rate of 70 percent and a six-year rate of 75 percent. 

' For the University of Minnesota, Duluth, the goal is a four-year graduation rate of 40 percent, five-year rate of 

60 percent and a six-year rate of 65 percent. The previous graduation rate goals were a four-year rate of 30 

percent, a five-year rate of 53 percent and a six-year rate of 58 percent. 

For the University of Minnesota, Morris, the goal is a four-year graduation rate of 60 percent, five:.. year rate of 

75 percent and a six-year rate of 80 percent. The previous graduation rate goals were a four-year rate of 52 

percent, a five-year rate of 66 percent and a six-year rate of 68 percent. 

For the University of Minnesota Crookston, the goal is a four-year graduation rate of 40 percent, five-year rate 

of 50 percent and a six-year rate of 55 percent. The previous graduation rate goals were a four-year graduation 

rate of36 percent, a five-year rate of 45 percent and a six-year rate of 58 percent. 
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U'S HUMPHREY INSTITUTE WILL HOST "BARRIER-FREE" GET-OUT-THE-VOTE 
EFFORT 

MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAUL-- The Humphrey Forum and Partnership Resources, Inc. (PRI), a nonprofit 

organization that provides services and artistic outlets for adults with developmental disabilities, will co-sponsor 

"Be Drawn to Vote" from 9:30a.m. to 3 p.m. Monday, Oct. 16, at the University of Minnesota Humphrey 

Institute of Public Affairs, 301 19th Ave. S., Minneapolis. 

This get-out-the-vote effort is open to all and will feature two barrier-free voting booths--designed for people 

with disabilities-that visitors can try out. The Minnesota Secretary of State's Office will participate in the 

event, assisting people to register to vote in the Nov. 7 election. There will be a brief program at noon that will 

include voting machine demonstrations. 

"Art and voting are both powerful means of self-expression," said PRI executive director Norm Munk. "What 

better way to emphasize the talents, ideas, and involvement of our clients. Historically people with disabilities 

have been significantly underrepresented in voting. Neighborhood residents, students, people with 

disabilities--everyone is invited to the event to register and then exercise their franchise." 

"Be Drawn to Vote" is held in conjunction with an artwork exhibit, created by PRI clients, on display at the 

Humphrey Forum. For more information, call Steve Sandell at (612) 624-5893. 

WHAT: Get-out-the-vote event featuring barrier-free voting booths for people with disabilities 

WHEN: 9:30 a.m.-3 p.m. Monday, Oct. 16; Program at noon 
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U OF MALUM NAMED MINISTER OF EDUCATION IN THAILAND'S NEW 
GOVERNMENT 

MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAUL-- Next week the new government in Thailand will announce its cabinet and Wichit 

Srisa-an, a graduate of the University of Minnesota, will be named the new minister of education. 

A Fulbright Scholar, Srisa-an earned a master's degree from the university's College of Education and Human 

Development in 1963 and received his doctoral degree in educational policy and administration in 1967. He 

returned to Thailand and began a successful career in education and politics. 

Srisa-an, 72, was the founding rector of Sukhothai Thammathirat Open University and Suranaree University of 

Technology. He was elected to the Thai Parliament and was the former head ofthe Educational Reform 

Committee and was the highest-ranking civil servant in Thailand's Ministry of University Affairs. Srisa-an, who 

resigned from the Parliament two years ago, is an adviser to the Royal Family of Thailand and is currently the 

executive vice president of the Chulabom Research Institute under the patronage of Her Royal Highness Princess 

Chula born. 

Srisa-an has maintained ties with the University of Minnesota. In 1986, he received the Outstanding 

Achievement A ward from the College of Education and Human Development. He returned to the university in 

May 2006 to deliver the Distinguished Robert Beck Lecture in the Centenary year of the college. 

"This is really good news for Thai educational reform," said University of Minnesota professor Gerald Fry, an 

expert on Thailand and an acquaintance of Srisa-an. "Wichit is extremely well-known both for his integrity and 

his commitment to innovation. He established a number of new Thai universities. It is really good to see our 

alumni in such important leadership roles." 
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U OF M BUDGET FOCUSES ON COMPETITIVENESS, STRATEGIC 
INVESTMENTS 

- Proposed budget seeks $123.4 million in state support -

CROOKSTON, MINN. -- The University of Minnesota Board of Regents was presented with a proposed 

2007-08 state budget request today aimed at enhancing the university's mission and competitiveness. It also 

makes strategic investments in a number of areas designed to address the economic needs of the state and help 

the university become one of the top three public research universities in the world. 

University President Robert Bruininks unveiled a $192.3 million investment plan that asks for $123.4 million in 

state support, provides $23 million through internal reallocations and generates the remaining $45.9 million 

~ through a 4.5 percent tuition increase for each of the next two years - one of the most modest tuition increases in 

recent history. 

"This is a forward-looking budget that is designed to both protect our competitive position and make significant 

strides forward in several key areas that are central to Minnesota's economy and quality of life," Bruininks said. 

"We've worked hard to shape a budget that keeps tuition increases reasonable and enables us to make progress 

on our goal to become one of the best public research universities in the world." 

' Seventy percent of the increase, $134.6 million, will be used to enhance the university's core mission and 

1 
competitive position: 

• $69.6 million in compensation increases; 

• $26.4 million for educational programs, including a new university-wide honors program, a baccalaureate 

writing initiative, an expansion of the Undergraduate Research Opportunities Program, improved academic and 

career advising for students, expanded American Indian and minority programs and investments in libraries; 

• $7.1 million to improve the technological and research infrastructure ofthe university, including expanded data 

security systems; and 

• $31.5 million for ongoing facilities operations and maintenance of28 million square feet of university buildings. 

- more-
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Thirty percent of the plan, $57.7 million, will go into initiatives designed to meet the university's strategic 

positioning goals and address the economic needs of the state: 

• $18.7 million for merit-based compensation increases and retention of world-class researchers and teachers; 

• $19.1 million to expand health workforce and clinical sciences programs, including the Center for Allied Health 

Programs based in both the Twin Cities and Rochester, a new Doctorate ofNursing Practices program, the 

Center for American Indian and Minority Health and enhancements to medical education to keep up with rapidly 

changing technology and delivery systems; 

• $11.5 million to expand programs in medical devices, nanotechnology, neuroscience and engineering as well as 

create a new Institute for the Advancement of Science and Technology; and 

• $8.4 million to expand programs in environmental, agricultural and renewable energy research, including the new 

Institute on the Environment and an expanded veterinary diagnostic laboratory. 

"From renewable energy to the biosciences, these are critical investments in Minnesota's future," Bruininks said. 

"Tomorrow's jobs are being invented today by our researchers, faculty and students. This plan is not just about 

holding our own -- it's about gaining ground in an increasingly competitive world." 

The board will take action on the state budget request at its meeting in November. 
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LOCAL AUTHOR PATRICIA HAMPL TO READ FROM HER NEW BOOK "BLUE 
ARABESQUE" NOV. 7 AT U OF M BOOKSTORE 

MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAUL-- Award-winning local author Patricia Hampl will discuss her new book "Blue 

Arabesque: A Search for the Sublime" at 2 p.m. Tuesday, Nov. 7 at the University of Minnesota Bookstore in 

Coffman Union, 300 Washington Ave. S.E., Minneapolis. 

Hampl, noted for her memoir writings, delivers a unique reflection on art and leisure in her latest work "Blue 

Arabesque." Based on a Matisse painting she saw years ago in the Art Institute of Chicago, Hampl creates a 

meditation on the woman in the painting as a model of independence and integrity. From St. Paul to North 
1 Africa, and cloister to harem, Hampl ponders diverse figures as she compares them to Matisse's languid women. 

Hampl will sign copies of her book following the discussion. This event is free and open to the public. For more 
1 information, or to order a signed copy visit www.bookstore.umn.edu/genref/authors.html. 
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CURA FORUM TO DISCUSS AFFORDABLE HOUSING PROGRAMS 

MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAUL-- Programs and policies on affordable housing will be the topic ofthe University 

of Minnesota Center for Urban and Regional Affairs (CURA) monthly forum from noon to 2 p.m. Friday, Oct. 

27, in Room 5 Blegen Hall, 269 19th Ave. S., Minneapolis. 

The forum's title is "Back To The Future." What's Worked, What Hasn't and Where We Need to Go." Forum 

speakers Joe Errigo of Common Bond Communities, Bill Gabler ofWells Fargo Bank and Dick Brustad of 

Brighton Development will review affordable housing programs and policies of the past 40 years and discuss 

their effectiveness. Jim Gabler of Gabler Housing Solutions is the moderator. 

The event is a monthly brown-bag discussion of housing issues and research in the Twin Cities. Forums are held 

once a month during the academic year and are free and open to the public. 

For more information, contact Adrienne Hannert, CURA, (612) 625-2086. 

WHEN: Noon to 2 p.m. Friday, Oct. 27 

, WHERE: Room 5 Blegen Hall, 269 19th Ave. S., Minneapolis 
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NEW NOBEL PRIZE WINNER, ORHAN PAMUK, POSTPONES U OF M TALK 
SCHEDULED FOR OCT. 16 

MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAUL-- Orhan Pamuk, scheduled to give the 2006 Ohanessian Lecture at the University 

of Minnesota on Oct. 16, was awarded the Nobel Prize for Literature on Oct. 12. As a result of this honor, 

unusually high demands have been placed on his schedule and his talk at the U of M has been postponed. Pamuk 

; hopes to reschedule this appearance very soon. Go to www.ias.umn.edu for updates, or email ias@umn.edu if 

you want to be added to the e-mail alert list. 
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300 MILLION FELLOW AMERICANS 

The U.S. Census Bureau has announced that the United States' population will reach a historic 300 million 

people early this week. But with this milestone come challenges. As suburbs spill further outward, condos pop 

up on almost every street comer and our roads become chock full of traffic, Americans are dealing with the 

effects of such an increase. University of Minnesota experts who are available to discuss the 300 million mark: 

John Adams, professor of geography, University of Minnesota 

Adams' work focuses on metropolitan development and regional growth. He studies how populous areas evolve 

economically, physically and socially over time. He can comment on: 

• How schools, businesses and the government must adapt 

! • Changes in land and housing markets, incomes and taxes 

• Expected government responses and political tensions 

Deborah Levison, professor at the Humphrey Institute of Public Affairs, University of Minnesota 

Levison researches the methods and issues behind population tracking. In her work, she creates "life tables" that 

compare birth and death rates and incorporate national variables to give accurate population forecasts. 

To interview Adams or Levison contact Drew Swain at (612) 625-8962 or dswain@umn.edu; or Asim Dorovic 

at (612) 624-0214 or dorovic@umn.edu. 

Expert Alert is a service provided by the University News Service. Delivered regularly, Expert Alert is designed to 

connect university experts to today's breaking news and current events. For an archive and other useful media 

services, visit www.unews.umn.edu. 
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U OF M HOSTS FIRST STATEWIDE MINNESOTA GAY, LESBIAN, BISEXUAL, 
TRANSGENDER AND ALLY (GLBTA) CAMPUS ALLIANCE CONFERENCE 

MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAUL -- The University of Minnesota, Twin Cities will host the first statewide 

Minnesota Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, Transgender and Ally (GLBTA) Campus Alliance conference Friday and 

Saturday, Nov. 3 and 4. 

The Minnesota OUT! Campus Conference grew out of efforts by GLBTA leaders from the University of 

1 
Minnesota system, Minnesota private colleges, the MnSCU system and OutFront Minnesota, a GLBT 

advocacy group, to create a statewide network to support students, staff and faculty working for change on 

Minnesota's university and college campuses. 

The main purpose of the alliance is to create a welcoming, safe and accepting environment throughout all 

Minnesota college campuses and to promote awareness, diversity and equal treatment for all through education. 

The conference is designed to give students, faculty, staff and alumni from various campuses an opportunity to 

', network, support each other, educate and learn from one another. 

"The state of Minnesota is a national leader when it comes to GLBTA campus organizing," said Anne Phibbs, 

system-wide director of the U of M GLBT A Programs Office. "Those of us involved in creating the MN 

GLBTA Campus Alliance felt we needed a statewide organization to help us connect as students, staff, faculty 

and alumni working on GLBT A issues in private colleges, on MnSCU campuses and within the U of M 
1 system." 

The alliance's conference is groundbreaking. 

"To our knowledge, Minnesota is one of only a few states where GLBTA campus organizing has reached this 

level," Phibbs said. 

The conference is from 3 p.m. Friday, Nov. 3 to 6:30p.m. Saturday, Nov. 4. It will include workshops, 

presentations and open meetings focused on issues facing the GLBTA community. 

- more-
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presentations and open meetings focused on issues facing the GLBTA community. 

On Friday evening at 6 p.m., Samuel Lurie, a presenter committed to training health care providers and 

community activists on the needs oftransgender people, will deliver the conference's keynote address. 

Saturday includes an address by gay Minnesota Sen. Scott Dibble and lesbian Minnesota Rep. Karen Clark. 

The cost of the conference is $25. For a complete schedule and registration information, go to the Minnesota 

GLBTA Campus Alliance Web site at www.mnglbta.org/mocc. 
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RESIGNATION OF UNITEDHEAL TH CEO BILL MCGUIRE 

UnitedHealth CEO Bill McGuire resigned Sunday in response to a stock option arrangement that allowed 

McGuire to backdate his options in order to maximize earnings. UnitedHealth also dismissed several others in 

its leadership ranks. University of Minnesota experts who can comment on McGuire and the stock option 

arrangement are: 

Rajesh Aggarwal, professor of finance at the U's Carlson School of Management 

Aggarwal specializes in executive compensation and can explain what exactly backdating stock options means. 

He can also comment on why it is not an acceptable form of compensation, as shareholders and others were not 

made aware of it. 

Norman Bowie, professor of strategic management at the U's Carlson School of management 

Bowie is professor of strategic management and the Elmer Andersen Chair in Corporate Responsibility. His 

research focuses on corporate responsibility and business ethics, and he can comment on the McGuire case. 

To interview any of the experts above, contact Asim Dorovic at (612) 624-0214 or dorovic@umn.edu; or Drew 

Swain at (612) 625-8962 or dswain@umn.edu. 

Expert Alert is a service provided by the University News Service. Delivered regularly, Expert Alert is designed 

1 to connect university experts to today's breaking news and current events. For an archive and other useful media 

services, visit www.unews.umn.edu. 
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U OF M PRESIDENT BRUININKS TO VISIT GRAND RAPIDS OCT. 19 AND 20; TO 
SPEAK AT GRAND RAPIDS AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE LUNCHEON 

MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAUL --University of Minnesota President Robert Bruininks will visit Grand Rapids 

this week to meet with community members and visit university offices in the area. The following is a schedule 

of events: 

Thursday, Oct. 19: 

11 :45 a.m., Bruininks speaks at Grand Rapids Area Chamber of Commerce luncheon. He will outline his vision 

for the university and how the U is transforming itself to meet the needs of Minnesota in the 21st century, 

including how the institution is reaching out to the private sector through new and innovative avenues. He will 

highlight a recent survey of alumni and their impact on the economy of Northeast Minnesota and the entire state, 

and will provide an update on what's happening on the U's campuses. Bruininks will be joined at the luncheon 

by Anthony Baraga, chair of the university's Board of Regents, and College of Food, Agricultural and Natural 

Resource Sciences Interim Dean Kate VandenBosch. Location: The Sawmill Inn, 2301 S. Pokegama Ave., Grand 

Rapids. 

5 p.m., Bruininks speaks at a reception for university alumni and community leaders, hosted by the University 

of Minnesota Alumni Association. Location: Grand Rapids Area Library, 140 N.E. Second St., Grand Rapids. 

Friday, Oct. 20 

8:10a.m., Bruininks is a live in-studio guest on KAXE-Radio Grand Rapids. He will be interviewed by 

KAXE-Radio morning show host Scott Hall. Location: 260 N.E. Second St., Grand Rapids. 

Noon, Bruininks visits and tours the North Central Research and Outreach Center and Extension Service 

1 Regional Center. He will be joined by Bev Durgan, Extension dean and director. Location: 1861 Highway 169 

East, Grand Rapids. 

- more-
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NOTE TO GRAND RAPIDS AREA MEDIA: JeffFalk of the university's News Service will be traveling with 

Bruininks on Thursday and Friday and reachable by cell phone at (612) 964-7236. 
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U OF M TO HELP NASA 'FOLLOW THE SUN' ... IN STEREO 
- University-designed instruments aboard the twin spacecraft of NASA's STEREO mission -

i MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAUL-- Like geologists poring over seismograph records to identify the telltale signature 

of an imminent earthquake, University of Minnesota researchers are poised to probe the sun for a tipoff that a 

huge eruption of its corona is brewing. Called coronal mass ejections, or CMEs, these solar castoffs can wreak 

havoc with satellites, whole nations' power grids and the well-being of astronauts. The university-designed and 

' built instruments aboard the twin spacecraft ofNASA's STEREO mission--currently scheduled for launch Oct. 

25 from Cape Canaveral, Fla.--will detect waves of energy and charged particles emitted by the sun via processes 

that may help cause CMEs. 

"As our society becomes more electronic and sophisticated, these outbursts become more disruptive," said Paul 

Kellogg, a retired physics professor who is part of the university's space physics team. "STEREO will allow us 

to see when one is coming to Earth." 

The $400 million STEREO mission is the first to use the moon's gravity to "slingshot" more than one spacecraft 

into orbit. As the two spacecraft circle the moon, the moon will first throw one into orbit trailing Earth and then, 

a month later, hurl the second into orbit moving ahead of Earth. As the distance between the spacecraft widens, 

they will gain a stereoscopic perspective on the sun that will allow cameras and other instruments aboard to 

detect the direction in which any CMEs are traveling. 

The University of Minnesota team has worked closely with researchers at the Paris Observatory to design and 

build instruments for their joint experiment, called S/W AVES (short for STEREO WAVES). The university's 

instruments will be able to track the shock wave that precedes a CME as it moves through space. 

"It's all to understand and predict how the sun works," said university physicist Keith Goetz, the project 

manager for S/WA VES. "We hope to get moving pictures of CMEs and solar flares. We want to be able to look 

at the surface ofthe sun and say, for example, 'There's going to be an eruption-right there, in that spot."' 

It will be the first of the experiments aboard STEREO to be turned on following launch. 
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U OF M STUDY FINDS THAT STUDENTS IN VOCATIONAL ED CLASSES WITH 
ENHANCED MATH PERFORMED BETTER ON STANDARDIZED TESTS 

,., Study results could have profound impact on schools nationwide,., 

MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAUL -- In a study led by the University of Minnesota, researchers have found that high 

school students who took vocational education classes with enhanced mathematics instruction performed 

significantly better on standardized math tests than students in a control group. 

The results of this study could have profound impact on schools and their curriculum for vocational education 

classes, which are now called Career and Technical Education (CTE) classes, said James Stone III, U ofM 

professor and director of the National Research Center for Career and Technical Education (NRCCTE). The U.S. 

Department of Education's Office ofVocational and Adult Education funded the study, titled "Building 

Academic Skills in Context: Testing the Value of Enhanced Math Learning in Career and Technical Education." 

The experimental study, which was conducted during the 2004-2005 school year, involved more than 3,000 

students in nine states. It was designed to test a model for enhancing math instruction in CTE courses 

emphasizing the math that is already embedded in the CTE curriculum. CTE teachers assigned to the control 

group used the traditional curriculum while CTE teachers in the experimental group partnered with math teachers 

to create a math enhanced CTE curriculum. Students were pre-tested on their math skills at the beginning of the 

year and post-tested at the end of the year. 

"The study found that schools could have a significant effect on students' grasp of mathematics without 

investing enormous amounts of time," Stone said. Teachers spent about 10 percent of classroom instructional 

time teaching the enhance CTE lessons. To learn how to enhance the embedded math, teachers spent five days in 

the summer at a professional development workshop to learn the pedagogy and create their lessons, then five 

more days during the course of the year develop new lessons and to refine existing ones. 

"When we examined the test results of students in our study, the experimental kids significantly outperformed 

the control kids," Stone said. 

- more-
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It is important for schools to acknowledge the amount of mathematics that exists within CTE classes and to 

enhance instruction in context, because many high school students do not have the math skills necessary for 

today's jobs and college entrance requirements, Stone said. 

"Our goal was to help kids master the math necessary for them to be successful in their work arena and not 

decrease their technical skills. But, it also improved their achievement on math tests," Stone said. 

In the researchers' model for improving math skills, they simply emphasized the math already within the 

curriculum. Teachers worked to make math more explicit in a meaningful context. That means that the math 

usually found in textbooks is applied in real-life situations in their CTE classes. For example, in a building trades 

class, they will use the Pythagorean theorem as they construct a building. 

A key to the enhanced math success involved teacher professional development workshops and the partnering of 

CTE teachers and math teachers to create their own enhanced lessons. 

Other researchers involved in the study were: Corinne Alfeld, deputy director for research; Donna Pearson, 

deputy director for professional development; Morgan Lewis, research associate, and Susan Jensen, graduate 

research assistant. 

The final report is available at www.nccte.com. 
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HUNDREDS OF STUDENTS VISIT U OF M TO PREPARE FOR "NANO QUEST" 

MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAUL -- Hundreds of students, ages 9 to 14 from across Minnesota, will visit 

the University of Minnesota at noon to 4:30 p.m. Friday, Oct. 20, to learn more about 
nanotechnology and begin preparing for "Nano Quest," the 2006 FIRST LEGO League 
competition. 

The university's Institute of Technology, the college of engineering, physical sciences and 
mathematics, is hosting this unique event to help students understand the everyday uses of 
nanotechnology in fields such as medicine, electronics and homeland security. Students will also 
have an opportunity to talk with nanotechnology experts as the students begin their research for 
the "Nano Quest" competition. 

Students will learn about nanotechnology through fun, hands-on tours of the university's 
nanotechnology facilities including the Nanofabrication Center and Characterization Facility. 
Students will see high-powered electron microscopes and hear from one of about 20 faculty and 
graduate student nanotechnology experts from the university's Materials Research Science and 
Engineering Center who will talk about their cutting-edge nanotechnology research. Students will 
have an opportunity to try on some of the full-body cleanroom suits, also called "bunny suits," 
like the ones used by researchers in the Nanofabrication Center. Three groups of about 150 to 
200 students will take the 90-minute tour. 

"The University of Minnesota is recognized as a leader in nanotechnology, and we wanted to 
organize this event to share some of our expertise with these young students who may be 
learning about nanotechnology for the very first time," said Beth Stadler, an associate professor 
in electrical and computer engineering and one of the organizers of the event. "We hope this 
event will show them how research is done at the nanoscale and how this research can affect 
their everyday lives." 

As part of this year's nationwide FIRST LEGO League competition, students have to design and 
build a robot using LEGO bricks, including elements such as sensors, motors and gears, to 
accomplish a challenge mission outlined in the rules. This year's theme "Nano Quest" includes 
missions that simulate transferring molecules to the nose for smelling, testing stain-resistant 
fabric and targeting medicine to reach only a specific problem spot. Teams gain hands-on 
experience in engineering and computer programming principles as they construct and program 
their unique robot inventions. 

1 Nanotechnology is the design, control and manufacture of structures at the atomic or molecular 

- more-
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Nanotechnology is the design, control and manufacture of structures at the atomic or molecular 
level. One nanometer is one-millionth of a millimeter. For comparison, a single human hair is 
about 80,000 nanometers wide. 

The University of Minnesota was recently ranked by a leading nanotechnology trade publication 
as second among U.S. universities in industrial outreach in nanotechnology and microtechnology. 
The university was also rated ninth in nanotech research, making it the highest-ranking Big 10 
university in both categories. 

FIRST (For Inspiration and Recognition of Science and Technology) is a multinational non-profit 
organization that aspires to transform culture, making science, math, engineering and 
technology as cool for kids as sports are today. FIRST operates the FIRST Robotics Competition 
for high school students and the FIRST LEGO League for children 9 to 14 years old. 

WHO: About 500 students ages 9-14 from across Minnesota 

WHAT: U of M Institute of Technology will host an event to help students learn more about 

nanotechnology and prepare for the FIRST LEGO League Competition 

WHEN: Noon to 4:30p.m. Friday, Oct. 20 

WHERE: Nanofabrication Center, 1-165 Electrical Engineering-Computer Science Building, 200 Union 

St., Minneapolis; and Characterization Facility, 12 Shepherd Laboratories, 100 Union St., Minneapolis 
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U OF M ECOLOGIST WINS PACKARD FELLOWSHIP TO STUDY HOW 
BIODIVERSITY DEVELOPED IN TROPICAL FORESTS 

MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAUL-- Helene Muller-Landau, a University of Minnesota ecologist, has been awarded a 

$625,000 fellowship from the Packard Foundation to study mechanisms that control biodiversity in tropical 

forests and how human impact - including global climate change - affects those mechanisms. 

Muller-Landau is one of20 scientists and engineers nationwide named to receive the 2006 awards, which 

recognize the most promising young faculty in the United States. She and other recipients were selected from 

i among 100 nominees by a panel of distinguished scientists. The Packard Foundation solicited the nominations 

from 50 leading research universities in the United States. 

Muller-Landau is the third College of Biological Sciences faculty member to receive a Packard Fellowship in the 

past several years. Others are George Weiblen, plant biology, and Claudia Schmidt-Dannert, biochemistry, 

' molecular biology and biophysics. 

"This is yet another indication that we are attracting the kind of talented young faculty who are driven to 

discover and can help put the University of Minnesota on the road to becoming one of the top public research 

universities in the world," says Bob Elde, dean of the College of Biological Sciences. 

After earning a bachelor's degree in mathematics and statistics from Swarthmore College, Swarthmore, Pa., and a 

doctorate degree in ecology and evolutionary biology from Princeton University, Muller-Landau joined the 

university's College of Biological Sciences faculty as an assistant professor in 2004. Using a quantitative 

approach, she develops theories to explain the diversity and structure of tropical forests and tests her theories 

using data collected by colleagues in Panama, Puerto Rico, Ecuador, and other sites. A central focus of her 

research is understanding mechanisms that maintain the immense diversity of tropical plants, and the impacts of 

hunting, global climate change, and other human influences on these mechanisms, and thus on biodiversity. 

Earlier this year, Muller-Landau and colleagues published a pair of papers presenting new theories for tropical 

tree growth, mortality and forest structure that she developed and tested on more thantwo million trees from 14 

- more-
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, tree growth, mortality and forest structure that she developed and tested on more than two million trees from 14 

sites around the world. 

"According to these studies, there is no one-size-fits-all approach for tropical forests," says Muller-Landau. 

"The observed patterns not only deviate substantially from the supposedly universal rules predicted by current 

ecological theory, but also differ significantly among sites." 

1 The David and Lucile Packard Foundation was created in 1964 by David Packard the co-founder of the 

Hewlett-Packard Company, and his wife, Lucile Salter Packard. The fellowship program was established in 1988 

to strengthen university-based science and engineering programs. By supporting unusually creative researchers 

early in their careers, the foundation hopes to develop scientific leaders, further the work of promising young 

scientists and engineers, and support efforts to attract talented graduate students into university research in the 

I United States. 

Photo available on request. 
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U OF M TO HOST DISTINGUISHED WOMEN SCHOLARS LECTURE 

MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAUL -- University of Minnesota communication studies professor Karlyn Kohrs 

Campbell will deliver the Ada Comstock Distinguished Women Scholars Fall Lecture at 7:30p.m. Wednesday, 

Oct. 25, at the Humphrey Institute, 301 19th Ave. S., Minneapolis. 

The free lecture series, held twice during the school year, honors the exceptional research, scholarship and 

leadership contributions of female University of Minnesota faculty who are recipients of prestigious honors 

such as the Distinguished Women's Scholar Award, the Regents Professorship and the McKnight Distinguished 

Professorship. 

Kohrs Campbell is a scholar of feminist rhetoric. She has authored many books and her awards and honors 

include a Joan Shorenstein Center fellowship in the Kennedy School of Government at Harvard, the 

Distinguished Women Scholar A ward in the Humanities, Arts and Scoail Sciences, the National Communication 

Association Distinguished Scholar Award and the Woolbert Award for scholarship of exceptional originality and 

influence. Her presentation will highlight the life and speeches of first-wave feminist Elizabeth Cady Stanton and 

illuminate how a humanistic appeal for woman's rights in a particular speech found a responsive chord with 

Senate and House committees assigned to consider woman's suffrage. 

The lecture series is named after Comstock, a university alumnae, former assistant professor and dean at the 

university. Comstock left Minnesota in 1912 to become the dean of Smith College and later president of 

Radcliffe. She is one of the few people in the world to have residence halls named after her at three 
' 

institutions---the University of Minnesota, Smith and Radcliffe. Comstock Hall, which used to be the second of 

Minnesota's two residence halls for women, salutes her as a distinguished member of the Minnesota faculty. 

The lecture series is sponsored by the university's Graduate School, the Office for University Women, the Office 

' of the Vice Provost for Faculty and Academic Affairs and the University of Minnesota Libraries. 

WHEN: 7:30p.m. Wednesday, Oct. 25 

WHERE: Humphrey Institute, 301 19th Ave. S., Minneapolis 
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NATIONAL VETERINARY TECHNICIAN WEEK: OCT. 15-21 

The National Association of Veterinary Technicians has proclaimed Oct. 15-21 National Veterinary Technician 

Week. The event is celebrated annually to recognize veterinary technicians for their contributions to animal 

healthcare. This year's theme is "We CARE!" and events scheduled nationally will focus on increasing 

awareness of the veterinary technician's role. University of Minnesota experts who can discuss animal 

healthcare are: 

Vickie Skala, University of Minnesota Veterinary Medical Center 

Skala is an emergency services technician and can talk about small animal emergency and critical care. 

Michelle Miller, University of Minnesota Veterinary Medical Center 

Miller is a oncology services technician and can discuss small animal oncology and chemotherapy. 

Kim Horne, University of Minnesota Veterinary Medical Center 

Home is a dermatology services technician and can talk about small animal dermatology. 

To interview any of the experts above, contact Mariah Carroll at (612) 730-9346. 

Expert Alert is a service provided by the University News Service. Delivered regularly, Expert Alert is designed 

to connect university experts to today's breaking news and current events. For an archive and other useful media 

' services, visit www.unews.umn.edu. 
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EXPERTS WILL ANALYZE THE 2006 CONGRESSIONAL ELECTIONS AT THE 
UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA HUMPHREY INSTITUTE 

, MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAUL The 2006 congressional elections are just days away and the stakes are high. 

Congressional scholar Gary Jacobson, a professor at the University of California, San Diego, will talk about the 

impact of possible "Democratic Gains in the 2006 Congressional Elections" from noon to 1:30 p.m. Thursday, 

Oct. 26, at the Humphrey Institute of Public Affairs, 301 19th Ave. S., Minneapolis. 

In his talk, Jacobson will discuss the likely outcomes of elections across the country and what the results could 

mean for the U.S. House and Senate as well as for the White House. Tom Homer, co-founder ofHimle Homer, 

Inc., and former chief of staff for U.S. Sen. Dave Durenberger (R-Minn.), and University of Minnesota law 

professor Guy Charles will offer commentary and reactions. 

The event is sponsored by the Center for the Study of Politics and Governance. All are invited to attend, but 

RSVPs are requested at cspg@umn.edu or (612) 625-2530. 

WHO: 

WHEN: 
1 WHERE: 

Professor Gary Jacobson, University of California, San Diego 

Noon-1:30 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 26 

Humphrey Institute of Public Affairs, 301 19th Ave. S., Minneapolis 
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UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA'S MARTHA ERICKSON SELECTED AS ONE OF 
100 OF THE WORLD'S LEADING EXPERTS TO CONTRIBUTE TO NEW BOOK 

MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAUL-- University of Minnesota psychologist Martha Farrell Erickson has been 

selected as one of the world's leading 1 00 experts to contribute to Samantha Ettus' book, "The Experts' Guide 

to the Baby Years: 100 Things Every Parent Should Know." The book will be available in November 2006. 

"The Experts' Guide to the Baby Years" focuses on the challenges of early parenting. New parents can follow 

the chronological all-in-one companion with professional advice during their children's young developmental 

periods. 

After a lengthy search process of thousands of candidates, Erickson was chosen to write the chapter on 

separation anxiety -- the disorder children can experience when separated from their home or family. Each of the 

book's experts was picked based on a combination of talent, proven expertise in the field and charisma. 

During the search, Ettus said that chosen experts must "not only have the right understanding of their subject but 

that they can also deliver the information in a compelling and entertaining way." 

Ettus, an author and national media personality, created the series of help books that draw upon expertise from 

around the world. 

Erickson is the director ofthe Irving B. Harris training programs at theUniversity of Minnesota, specializing in 

parent-child relationships and children's mental health. She has spoken and consulted extensively throughout the 

United States and abroad and hosts the radio talk show, "Good Enough Moms" with her daughter on Twin 

Cities' WFMP Radio FM 107.1. She also writes a weekly parenting column, "Growing Concerns." 

: Erickson joins a list of highly selective experts used in the series such as Larry King, Donald Trump and Al 

Roker. 
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'U OF M MOMENT' FEATURE LINKS FOR THE WEEK OF OCT. 23 

MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAUL-- "University of Minnesota Moment" radio features for the week of Monday, 

Oct. 23, are available to Minnesota radio stations for free. 
1 The features are as follows: 

Monday, Oct. 23: "Modern Corn Production and Nitrogen Fertilizer" 

Fully produced :90 feature: http:/ /blog.lib. umn.edu/urelate/radio/corn _ fertilizer.mp3 

Raw audio: http://blog.lib.umn.edu/urelate/radio/corn_fertilizer_raw.mp3 

Tuesday, Oct. 24: "Conference on Climate Change and Energy Sustainability" 

Fully produced :90 feature: http:/ /blog.lib. umn.edu/urelate/radio/ energy_ conference.mp3 

Raw audio: http:/ /blog.lib. umn.edu/urelate/radio/energy _raw.mp3 

Wednesday, Oct. 25: "Bathrooms of the Twin Cities" 

Fully produced :90 feature: http:/ /blog.lib.umn.edu/urelate/radio/bathrooms _twin_ cities.mp3 

Raw audio: http:/ /blog.lib.umn.edu/urelate/radio/bathrooms _raw.mp3 

Thursday, Oct. 26: "Beware ofHome Equity Loans" 

Fully produced :90 feature: http:/ /blog.lib.umn.edu/urelate/radio/home _equity _loans.mp3 

Raw audio: http:/ /blog.lib.umn.edu/urelate/radio/home _equity _raw.mp3 

Friday, Oct. 27: "Halloween Safety Tips" 

Fully produced :90 feature: http:/ /blog.lib. umn.edu/urelate/radio/halloween _ tips.mp3 

Raw audio: http:/ /blog.lib. umn.edu/urelate/radio/halloween _raw.mp3 

All of the features will be posted the day for which they are scheduled at http://blog.lib.umn.edu/urelate/radio/. 
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' ACQUIRING ARCHIVES OF GREAT AMERICAN POET ROBERT BLY IS A COUP 
FOR U OF M LIBRARIES 

,... Bly to give public reading at U of M ,... 

MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAUL -- The University of Minnesota Libraries have purchased the manuscripts, 

correspondence and personal papers of one of the world's greatest living writers -- acclaimed American poet 

Robert Bly. 

"Acquiring Robert Bly's archive is really a coup for the University of Minnesota Libraries. Several other 

prominent libraries vied for the archive, but we are are so pleased that we can keep his works and personal 

papers in his home state," said U ofM Librarian Wendy Pradt Lougee. 

The Bly archive includes more than 80,000 pages of handwritten manuscripts, a journal spanning nearly 50 

years, notebooks ofBly's "morning poems" and other material, countless drafts of translations, and his extensive 

correspondence with writers James Wright, Donald Hall, James Dickey and many others. 

To celebrate the acquisition ofBly's work, Bly will appear at a public reading sponsored by the Friends of the 

University Libraries at 7:30p.m. Thursday, Oct. 26. Garrison Keillor will introduce Bly at the event. The 

reading will be held in Willey Hall Auditorium, 225-19th Ave. S., Minneapolis-- on the West Bank of campus. 

Tickets are $10 and may be reserved by calling (612) 624-9339. 

In his numerous roles as groundbreaking poet, editor, translator, storyteller and father of what he has called "the 

expressive men's movement," Bly remains ohe of the most hotly debated American artists of the past half 

century. Bly is the author of more than 30 books of poetry and several of prose, including "Iron John," one of 
1 the most talked-about works of cultural criticism of our time. His poetry collections include "My Sentence Was 

I a Thousand Years of Joy," "Eating the Honey ofWords," and "The Man in the Black Coat Turns," among many 

others. 

Funds for the collection, which sold for $775,000, came from private gifts as well as university support. The 

- more-
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archive will be housed in the Archives and Special Collections department of Elmer L. Andersen Library. The 

material will be processed, digitized and made available for research and study by the university community and 

the general public, including a global audience who will be able to access the material online. The acquisition 

agreement also gives the university the right to acquire all ofBly's future creative output. 

"Robert Bly is an exceptional presence in American letters who has contributed more to the world of 

contemporary poetry over the past 40 or more years than any other figure I can think of. We already have 

literary treasure here on the shores of the Mississippi, and this acquisition is an opportunity to add to it," said 

Michael Dennis Browne, U of M professor and poet. 

The University of Minnesota Libraries are among the university's and the state's greatest capital and intellectual 

assets. With a collection of more than 6.2 million volumes, the University Libraries rank as the 16th largest 

research library in North America. 
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DISCOVERY ABOUT EVOLUTION OF FUNGI HAS IMPLICATIONS FOR 
HUMANS, SAYS U OF M RESEARCHER 

MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAUL-- As early fungi made the evolutionary journey from water to land and branched 

off from animals, they shed tail-like flagella that propelled them through their aquatic environment and evolved a 

variety of new mechanisms (including explosive volleys and fragrances) to disperse their spores and reproduce in 

! a terrestrial setting. 

"What's particularly interesting is that species retained their flagella for different lengths of time and developed 

different mechanisms of spore dispersal," said David McLaughlin, professor of plant biology at the University 

of Minnesota in the College of Biological Sciences and co-author of a paper published in the Oct. 19 issue of 

Nature describing how fungi adapted to life on land. 

The discovery is the latest installment in an international effort to learn the origins of species. McLaughlin is one 

of five principal investigators leading a team of70 researchers at 35 institutions. The group analyzed information 
1 from six key genetic regions in almost 200 contemporary species to reconstruct the earliest days of fungi and 

their various relations. 

McLaughlin is directing the assembly of a shared database of fungal structures obtained through electron 

microscopy, which produces detailed images that provide clues to the diversity of these organisms. The work is 

' funded by a $2.65 million "Assembling the Tree of Life" grant from the National Science Foundation that was 

awarded to Duke University, the University of Minnesota, Oregon State University and Clark University in 

January 2003. 

, The discovery provides a new glimpse into evolution of life on Earth. It will also help scientists better 

understand this unusual group of organisms and learn how to develop uses for their unique properties in 

medicine, agriculture, conservation and industry. 

' McLaughlin believes fungi are a valuable untapped natural resource. They play a variety of roles in nature, such 

- more-
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as supplying plants with nutrients through mutualistic relationships and recycling dead organisms. He estimates 

that there are about 1.5 million species on the Earth, but only about 10 percent of those are known. And 

civilization has only identified uses for a few of those, such as using yeast to make bread, beer, wine, cheese and 

a few antibiotics. 

"Understanding the relationships among fungi has many potential benefits for humans," McLaughlin said. "It 

provides tools to identify unknown species that may lead to new products for medicine and industry. It also 

helps us to manage natural areas, such as Minnesota's oak savannahs, where the fungi play important roles but 

are often hidden from view." 

Fungi are also intriguing because their cells are surprisingly similar to human cells, McLaughlin said. In 1998 

scientists discovered that fungi split from animals about 1.538 billion years ago, whereas plants split from 

animals about 1.547 billion years ago. This means fungi split from animals 9 million years after plants did, in 

which case fungi are actually more closely related to animals than to plants. The fact that fungi had motile cells 

, propelled by flagella that are more like those in animals than tose in plants, supports that. 

Not all fungi are beneficial to humans. A small percent have been linked to human diseases, including 

life-threatening conditions. Treating these can be risky because human and fungal cells are similar. Any medicine 

that kills the fungus can also harm the patient. Thus knowing more about fungi helps identify new and better 

ways to treat serious fungal infections in humans. Fungi are also the major cause of disease in agricultural crops, 

so understanding them also helps track and control these plant diseases. 

McLaughlin and his colleagues will continue their efforts to establish genetic relationships among fungi and to 

r understand their roles in nature. Additional structural studies, especially of key species, are needed to determine 

how the organisms adapted. 

McLaughlin is curator of fungi for the University of Minnesota Bell Museum ofNatural History, past president 

of the national mycological society, and adviser to the state society. He has used his knowledge of fungi to 

identify species that may be useful to treat cancer and to preserve oak savannahs at Cedar Creek Natural History 

Area in central Minnesota. 
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U OF M WOMEN OF COLOR PLANS ANNUAL WELCOME GATHERING 

MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAUL-- University Women of Color (UWOC) invites university community members 

, to its annual fall welcome gathering from 9 to 10:30 a.m., Thursday, Nov. 2, in the A. I. Johnson Room, 

i McNamara Alumni Center, 200 Oak Street S.E., Minneapolis. 

Nancy "Rusty" Barcelo, vice president and vice provost for equity and diversity at the University of Minnesota, 

will give a speech on: "Building Bridges: One Woman's Experience as an Ambassador for Diversity." 

UWOC is a relatively new organization that seeks to create a space for all women of color within the university. 

It sponsors events and gatherings to build an active community, provide information and resources about the 

university and broader Twin Cities community and create networks with others to help eliminate isolation and 

increase cross-cultural understanding and connections. 

"It is an opportunity for all women of color on the Twin Cities campus to network, share best practices and 

strengthen community," said UWOC chair Toni Coleman. 

This program is funded by the Office of University Relations and the Office for University Women. 

WHEN: 9 to 10:30 a.m., Thursday, Nov. 2 

WHERE: A. I. Johnson Room, McNamara Alumni Center, 200 Oak Street S.E., Minneapolis 



® 

UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

NEWS 
University News Service 

0: 612-624-5551 • F: 612-626-9388 
unews@umn.edu • www.unews.umn.edu 

October 20, 2006 

Contacts: Kelly O'Brien, U of M College of Liberal Arts, (612) 624-4109 
Mark Cassutt, University News Service, (612) 624-8038 

HUNGARIAN SCHOLARS TO DISCUSS AND COMMEMORATE 50TH 
ANNIVERSARY OF HUNGARIAN REVOLUTION 

MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAUL-- A panel composed ofHungarian scholars and survivors ofthe 1956 Hungarian 

Revolution will convene at 8 p.m. Wednesday, Nov. 8, at the Minnesota History Center, 345 Kellogg Blvd. W, 

' St. Paul, to offer their views on the causes and significance of this event as well as commemorate its 50th 

anniversary. The discussion is sponsored by the University of Minnesota Center for Austrian Studies. 

Professor Charles Gati (Johns Hopkins University), who is a scholar of 20th Century Hungarian politics and 

history, will offer his assessment of the causes and significance of the 1956 revolution in a talk titled, "Fifty 

Years After: The 1956 Hungarian Revolution Revisited." He will be joined by two Minnesotans who are native 

to Hungary and witnessed the 1956 events, Robert Fisch (University of Minnesota, professor emeritus) and 

Laszlo FUlop (Minnesota Hungarians). They will share their experience of the revolution and respond to Gati's 

assessments. 

The Hungarian Revolution in 1956 had immense significance because it was the first time that a popular uprising 

tried to overthrow a communist government in Eastern Europe and replace it with an independent democratic 

regime. As a new government began to form in Hungary, the Soviet Union responded to this major threat to its 

East European security zone with overwhelming force, killing more than two thousand, executing leaders of the 

revolution and eventually forcing more than 200,000 Hungarians into exile. During the fighting, Radio Free 

Europe encouraged the revolutionaries and led them to believe that they would receive western assistance, but no 

aid was forthcoming. While the world looked in shock at pictures of street fighting in Budapest, the United 

Nations passed resolutions condemning the Soviet military action, and the Cold War division of Europe 

remained. 

Gati has just published a book on the 1956 revolution, "Failed Illusions: Moscow, Washington, Budapest, and 

the 1956 Hungarian Revolt." Gati will sign copies ofhis book after the event. He is available for phone 

interviews on Nov. 6 and 7. His appearance is co-sponsored by the Minnesota Historical Society and Minnesota 

Hungarians. 
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ALLEN LEVINE NAMED AS DEAN OF U OF M'S NEW COLLEGE OF FOOD, 
AGRICULTURAL AND NATURAL RESOURCE SCIENCES 

MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAUL-- Following an extensive national search, University of Minnesota Provost 

Thomas Sullivan today named professor Allen Levine as dean of the new College of Food, Agricultural and 

i Natural Resource Sciences (CFANS). Subject to approval by the university's Board of Regents, Levine will 

start the new position on Nov. 13. 

Levine becomes the first permanent dean of the newly created college devoted to integrating and building on the 

strengths and comparative advantages of three previous university units: the College ofNatural Resources; the 

J College of Agricultural, Food and Environmental Sciences; and the department of food science and nutrition from 

the College of Human Ecology. 

"Professor Levine is a world-class scholar, exceptional communicator and an experienced leader of unquestioned 

integrity," Sullivan said. "He has a remarkable ability to work across boundaries and to find common ground. I 

have great confidence in his unique abilities and his unwavering commitment to excellence. He will provide 

exemplary leadership for this critical college at the University of Minnesota." 

Levine is currently professor and head of the department of food science and nutrition at the university, where 

he has been a member of the faculty since 1981 and holds joint appointments in the departments of surgery, 

psychiatry and medicine. He is also director of the Minnesota Obesity Center and was deputy associate chief of 

staff for research at the Veterans Affairs Medical Center in Minneapolis for more than 17 years. 

The core mission ofthe new college, which opened its doors on July 1, is to promote creative scholarship and 

translate fundamental discoveries in science to applications in agriculture, food, renewable resources and the 

environment. 

"I am privileged and honored to lead the new college" said Levine. "CF ANS is deeply committed to discovery, 

education and outreach. Our mission is clear: We translate basic science into solution-driven science. I look 

i forward to working with colleagues in the new college and constituents throughout the state to bring about a 

- more-
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: forward to working with colleagues in the new college and constituents throughout the state to bring about a 

i distinctive and positive difference in the health and quality of life for the citizens of Minnesota, the nation and 

the world." 

Levine holds undergraduate and masters degrees in botany (plant physiology and plant ecology) and a doctoral 

degree in nutrition with a minor in food science. His postdoctoral experience was in medicine, specifically related 

to gastrointestinal physiology. 
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TOP MATHEMATICIANS FROM UNDERREPRESENTED COMMUNITIES GATHER 
AT THE U OF M FOR PREMIER NATIONAL EVENT 

-More than 100 high school students to be on hand for an entertaining look at math with 
Richard Tapia -

MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAUL -- The University of Minnesota Institute for Math and Its Applications will host 

the Blackwell-Tapia Conference, the premier national event for underrepresented mathematical sciences 

researchers on Friday and Saturday, Nov. 3 and 4. Events will take place at Lind Hall, 207 Church St. S.E., and 

the Electrical Engineering/Computer Science building, 200 Union St. S.E., both in Minneapolis. 

This is the fourth in a series of bi-annual conferences honoring David Blackwell and Richard Tapia, two seminal 

figures who inspired a generation of African-American, Native American and Latino/Latina students to pursue 

careers in mathematics. This conference is designed to carry forward their work, informing the next generation of 

students about career opportunities in mathematics and providing a chance for them to network with other 

! students and with mathematical scientists who play a leadership role in their communities. 

To kick off the conference, Tapia will entertain more than 100 area high school students with his "Math is Cool" 

; presentation from 10-11 a.m. Friday, Nov. 3, in Lind Hall. Tapia was the first Hispanic elected to the prestigious 

National Academy of Engineering. As part of the presentation he will explain how he used math to improve the 

: sport ofBMX bicycle racing and how he defeated "the curse oflane eight." Also, math major Josef Sifuentes will 

r show how he combined his artistic and mathematical sides to create a psychedelic music video. Conference 

, highlights include talks by William Massey and Erhan Cinlar of Princeton University, Illya Hicks of Texas A&M 

University, Mark Lewis of Cornell University, Ricardo Cortez of Tulane University; poster presentations; panel 

discussions on career opportunities in mathematics and the recruitment and retention of a diverse mathematics 

faculty. 

A high point of the meeting will be the awarding of 2006 Blackwell-Tapia prize to Massey for his outstanding 

achievements in queuing theory, stochastic networks, modeling of communications systems, and for increasing 

diversity in mathematical sciences. 
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U OF M NAMES INTERIM DIRECTOR OF NORTHROP AUDITORIUM 

MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAUL-- Sally Dischinger, Northrop Auditorium's director of operations, has been 

named interim director ofNorthrop Auditorium and the department of concerts and lectures at the University of 

Minnesota. 

Dischinger takes over after the unexpected death of longtime Northrop Director Dale Schatzlein on Aug. 31. 

Dischinger had worked with Schatzlein at Northrop since 1991. She holds a bachelor's degree in accounting and 

management from the university's Carlson School of Management. 

' Dischinger has guided all Northrop events from contract negotiations through production and performance. 

Working closely with both staff and artists, she has ensured that all technical and logistical needs of auditorium 

J users are met, and that the audience is guided from their ticket purchase to their seats in a professional, courteous 

and welcoming manner. Dischinger's duties will expand to include responsibility for continuing to curate the 

Northrop Dance and Jazz Seasons and maintaining Northrop's strong relationships and partnerships with local 

and international artists and presenters. 

' All Northrop dance, jazz, and other programming will continue uninterrupted as scheduled. 
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YOUTUBE, MYSPACE, FACEBOOK: U OF M PROFESSOR JOHN RIEDL 
EXPLORES THE SOCIAL WEB 

MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAUL-- News coverage ofGoogle's acquisition ofYouTube has focused on YouTube's 

three young inventors, including St. Paul native Jawed Karim, and their $1.65 billion payday. But the merger, 

with its huge payment for a year-old Web site, also raises broader questions about the changing nature of the 

Internet. 

No longer is the Internet merely for sharing facts and figures; increasingly it's for creating connections with 

people. The hundreds of social networks springing up all over the Internet are changing how people keep friends, 

find jobs, enjoy hobbies and even choose life partners. What is the social Web? How did it happen? And why is 

it so important? 

1 

John Riedl, professor of computer science and engineering at the University of Minnesota, will discuss these and 

other questions at the next "Headliners" discussion series at 7 p.m., Thursday, Nov. 2, at the Continuing 

Education and Conference Center, Room 135, Buford Ave., St. Paul. He will present a selection ofYouTube 

j movies, social Web sites and so-called massively multiplayer online games in action. A Q&A session will follow. 

Tickets cost $1 0 and can be obtained by calling ( 612) 624-4000, visiting www.cce. umn.edu/headliners or at the 

door. 

Professor Riedl's research has been featured in The New Yorker, NBC Nightly News and Dateline. He holds 

four U.S. patents and is co-author of"Word of Mouse: The Hidden Marketing Power of Collaborative Filtering," 

and co-founder of Net Perceptions, a leading real-time e-marketing company. 

Headliners, a new monthly series from the university's College of Continuing Education, gives the public the 

opportunity to get news firsthand, from the experts. In order to be responsive to current headlines, topics and 

presenters are finalized only a few weeks before each date. To sign up fore-notifications of each month's topic, 

visit www.cce. umn.edu/headliners. 
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NATIONAL EXPERTS WILL TALK AT U OF M ABOUT IMMIGRATION FACTS AND 
MYTHS 

MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAUL --Local and national experts will take part in "Getting Some Perspective on 

Immigration," a conference from 8:30a.m. to 3:30p.m. Wednesday, Nov. 1, at the University of Minnesota's 

Humphrey Institute of Public Affairs, 301 19th Ave. S., Minneapolis. 

Speakers will give context to the immigration debate and address questions and myths that are part of the policy 

discussion in Minnesota and across the United States. Featured presenters include Demetrios Papademetriou, 

president ofthe Migration Policy Institute; Michael LeMay, author of Guarding the Gates: Immigration and 

National Security; and Donna Gabaccia, University of Minnesota professor and president of the Immigration 

History Research Center. 

1 Break-out sessions will build on the panel presentations and give conference participants the opportunity to 

share ideas on immigration policy. Recommendations made throughout the day will be presented to a final panel 

of state and local officials that will include St. Paul Mayor Chris Coleman, Minneapolis Mayor R.T. Rybak, and 

Austin, Minn., Mayor Bonnie Rietz. 

Registration is $25. The conference agenda is available at www.hhh.umn.edu/centers/cspg. For more information 

or to register, contact Lisa Thalacker at (612) 624-8842 or cspg@umn.edu. 

The conference is cosponsored by the Center for the Study of Politics and Governance, the University's Chicano 

Studies department, the Immigration History Research Center, the Citizens League, and the League of Women 

Voters Minnesota. 
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PLANNING FOR HEAL THY CITIES IS FOCUS OF DESIGN FOR HEALTH 
WORKSHOP 

MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAUL-- As community leaders in the metro area prepare to draft comprehensive plans 

mandated by the Metropolitan Council, staff from selected cities will gather for a workshop focused on planning 

for healthy cities from 8 a.m. to noon Thursday, Oct. 26 in conference rooms A, Band Cat the University of 

Minnesota's Coffman Union, 300 Washington Ave. S.E., Minneapolis. 

The event is the part of a workshop series sponsored by Design for Health, a year-long collaboration between 

the Metropolitan Design Center at the University of Minnesota's College of Design and Blue Cross and Blue 

Shield of Minnesota (BCBSMN). Design for Health (www.designforhealth.net) serves to bridge the gap between 

the emerging research based on community design and healthy living and local government planning, including 
1 planing involving transportation, land use, urban design, parks and open space. 

As city staff members look at planning for healthy cities, they will examine the relationship between a number of 

environmental features important to cities including air quality and green space. 

Keynote speakers are Marya Morris, senior research associate, American Planning Association (AP A), Chicago, 

and Matt Raimi, land use planning consultant, Raimi & Associates, Berkeley, Calif. They will focus on the initial 

work of the APA and Congress for New Urbanism in integrating planning and public health. 

The Design for Health project is collaborating with municipalities that received funding from BCBSMN to 

address public health issues in their comprehensive plans and ordinances. The participating cities are St. Louis 

Park, Bloomington, Eden Prairie, Arden Hills, St. Paul, St. Paul Park and Two Harbors. 

The Design for Health team consists of experts in design, transportation, and land use that provide technical 

1 

assistance through the following resources: 

• A series of featured case studies of places who have implemented these recommended practices; 

- more-
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• An extensive technical assistance library that includes comprehensive plan case studies and elements, model 

ordinances, design examples and more; 

• A new tool for Health Impact Assessment (HIA) that is both quantifiable and operational; and 

• A year-long program of events including workshops and interactive plan feedback with keynote speakers who 

deal with topics in health and urban forms. 

An endowed center within the U of M' s new College of Design, the Metropolitan Design Center investigates 

how design can be used to make the metropolitan landscape more livable and sustainable. It examines urban 

design across metropolitan areas through projects, research and education. 
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NEW JERSEY GAY MARRIAGE RULING 

October 25, 2006 

MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAUL The New Jersey Supreme Court will release its long-awaited ruling 

today on whether that state must allow same-sex couples the full legal right to marry. The case, 
Lewis v. Harris, was brought by seven gay and lesbian couples. Currently, Massachusetts is the 
only state to recognize the constitutional right to gay marriage. University of Minnesota experts 
who can comment on the ruling are: 

Dale Carpenter, U of M Law School professor 
Carpenter says the ruling will have enormous impact, legally and politically. Carpenter is an 
expert on issues involving sexual orientation, including same-sex marriage. He teaches and 
writes in the areas of constitutional law, the First Amendment, sexual orientation and the law. 

Edward Schiappa, U of M communication studies professor 
Schiappa is an expert on legal argumentation who has studied the U.S. Supreme Court 
reasoning on gay rights for 17 years. If the plaintiffs win, it would make New Jersey the second 
state to recognize gay marriage. Unless the case is decided narrowly by the Court, a victory 
would allow gay couples from other states to go to New Jersey to be married legally, he says. A 
victory by the plaintiffs would have huge symbolic value for both the advocates and opponents of 
gay marriage. "This could be the "October Surprise" that galvanizes voters on both sides in the 
November election," Schiappa says. 

Kathleen Hull, U of M sociology professor 
Hull is an expert on same-sex marriage. In Hull's new book, "Same-Sex Marriage: The Cultural 
Politics of Love and Law," she explores what marriage means to gays and lesbians in the United 
States. In her earlier book, "The Cultural Politics of Same-Sex Marriage," Hull examines 
same-sex marriage as both a cultural and a political/legal phenomenon. She has also 
researched the impact of the emerging self-proclaimed "marriage movement," which seeks to 
protect and strengthen the institution of traditional (heterosexual) legal marriage through efforts 
at legal and cultural change. 

To interview the experts, contact Patty Mattern, University News Service, (612) 624-2801 or Drew 
Swain at (612) 625-8962. 

Expert Alert is a service provided by the University News Service. Delivered regularly, Expert Alert 
is designed to connect university experts to today's breaking news and current events. For an 

' archive and other useful media services, visit www.unews.umn.edu. 
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EROTIC IMAGES PROVE USEFUL IN COAXING OUT UNCONSCIOUS BRAIN 
ACTIVITY 

' MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAUL -- When your eyes are presented with erotic images in a way that keeps you from 

becoming aware of them, your brain can still detect and respond to the images according to your gender and 

sexual orientation, a team of University of Minnesota psychologists has found. The team, led by graduate 
1 student Yi Jiang and his adviser, psychology professor Sheng He, found that even when unaware of erotic images 

in their field of vision, research subjects shifted the focus of their visual attention according to whether they were 

straight males, gay males, straight women or gay/bisexual women. The researchers, who have published their 

findings in the Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences online, stressed that while differences among the 

groups are clear, individual differences are not and so could not be used to determine a person's sexual 

orientation. 

The purpose of the work was to uncover mechanisms by which the brain processes visual information that is not 

consciously perceived by the subjects. When subjects become conscious of images, the sequence of steps in brain 

processing becomes very complicated because neurons engage in all sorts of feedback and crosstalk--especially 

with emotionally charged information. The researchers were studying the flow of visual information at an earlier 

stage, while it is still traveling along a one-way path. 

"We're trying to reveal what happens when one doesn't have a conscious visual perception. That is, how the 

brain processes visual information independent of consciousness," said He. 

The researchers chose to generate brain activity by using erotic pictures because they promised to elicit strong 

responses and clear patterns in the data. But the researchers believe the mechanisms by which the brain 

processes such images are universal. 

"This definitely doesn't just work for erotic pictures," said He. "But erotic images stand out in terms of potency 

to generate a response." 

In the experiments, subjects were seated at a stereoscope, which allows different images to be simultaneously 

- more -
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In the experiments, subjects were seated at a stereoscope, which allows different images to be simultaneously 

displayed to the left and right eyes. Each eye was presented with a square screen that was divided into two 

patches sitting side by side. One eye was presented with an intact picture of a nude person in one patch and the 

same picture scrambled in the neighboring patch. The other eye was presented with twin patches containing 

moving, high-contrast noise patterns similar to "snow" on a TV screen. As seen by the subjects, the screens from 

both eyes overlapped. The moving images had the effect of suppressing the information coming from the other 

eye, rendering the intact pictures invisible. 

The subjects were then tested to see iftheir visual attention had shifted toward or away from the part of the 

visual field where the intact erotic image had appeared. 

The strongest shift in attention toward the area where the image had been was in heterosexual men who had been 

shown nude female images. Those subjects also tended to be repelled by nude male images. Among heterosexual 

women, nude male images induced a less strong attention shift toward the image site but no significant shift in 

response to nude female pictures. Gay men behaved similarly to heterosexual women, and gay/bisexual women 

performed in between heterosexual men and women. 

The divergent results among the groups of study subjects provide evidence that the subjects' brains were 

processing the visual information in a selective manner. 

"Selective attention helps us to quickly process what is important while ignoring the irrelevant," the researchers 

write. "In this study, we demonstrate that information that has not entered observers' consciousness, such as 

[invisible] erotic pictures, can direct the distribution of spatial attention. Furthermore, invisible erotic 

information can either attract or repel observers' spatial attention depending on their gender and sexual 

orientation." 

The images in the study were likely processed by the amygdala, a brain center that plays a critical role in 

processing emotional information, said He. But the researchers believe that the information about the images is 

probably destroyed at an early stage of processing by the cerebral cortex, where information from our two eyes 

1 is combined. 

The work was supported by the James S. McDonnell Foundation and the National Institutes of Health. 
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U OF M GROUPS TO PRESENT A DIA DE LOS MUERTOS PROCESSION 
ACROSS U OF M TWIN CITIES' CAMPUS 

""Recognition of political and social challenges preserves and informs traditional ritual"" 

MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAUL-- Students, faculty and staffwill celebrate Dia de los Muertos (Day ofthe Dead) 

on Wednesday, Nov. 1, beginning at noon on the University of Minnesota east bank campus. A procession with 

costumed participants and noise makers will travel across campus, stopping at hand-made altars that both 

remember lost loved ones and address the theme of democracy and Latinos in the United States. This event is 

sponsored by the department of Chicano studies, the Multicultural Center for Academic Excellence and La Raza 

Student Cultural Center. 

Each of the colorful altars in the procession has been built around a particular theme: Political Promises Spoken 

and Broken (a satire), Whose Patriotism? (the role of patriotism in the Latino community), and The Death of 

Chican@/Latin@ Students at the U (addressing diversity in higher education). 

J The schedule for the Dia de los Muertos procession is as follows: 

• Noon: Opening remarks, Multicultural Center for Academic Excellence, Klaeber Court, 320 16th Ave. S.E., 

Minneapolis 

• 12:10 p.m.: Procession to department of Chicano studies, Scott Hall, 72 Pleasant Street S.E. 12:35 p.m.: 

Procession to La Raza Student Cultural Center, 211 Coffman Union, 300 Washington Ave. S.E. 

• 1-1:30 p.m.: Reception (La Raza) 

WHEN: Noon to 1:30 p.m. Wednesday, Nov. 1 

WHERE: Various locations on east bank campus, beginning at Klaeber Court, 320 16th Ave. S.E., 

Minneapolis 
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NEW YORK TIMES JOURNALIST DAVID CARR WILL DISCUSS BLOGS AND 
POLITICS AT THE U OF M HUMPHREY INSTITUTE 

MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAUL -- In 2004, a local blogger made headlines when he exposed inaccuracies in a news 

piece by CBS newsman Dan Rather. Since then, blogs have become a large source of information for many voters 

and political consumers. Reporters David Carr (New York Times) and Eric Black (Star Tribune) will talk about 

"Voting with a Mouse: How Bloggers Have Altered the Political Landscape" from noon to 1:30 p.m. Monday, 

Oct. 30, at the Humphrey Institute, 301 19th Ave. S., Minneapolis. 

For the past 25 years, Carr has been writing about media as it intersects with business, culture and government. 

He writes a business column for the New York Times that focuses on media issues including print, digital, film, 

radio and television. He spent much of his early career in Minneapolis as editor of the Twin Cities Reader and a 

writer for various business, entertainment and sports publications in the Twin Cities area. 

; This free event is sponsored by the Center for the Study of Politics and Governance. For more information, 

contact Lea Chittenden at (612) 625-2530 or go to cspg@umn.edu. 

WHO: Reporters David Carr (New York Times) and Eric Black (Star Tribune) 

WHEN: Noon-1 :30 p.m. Monday, Oct. 30 

WHERE: Humphrey Institute of Public Affairs, 301 19th Ave. S., Minneapolis 
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U OF M HELPS NASA'S SPITZER SPACE TELESCOPE PEEL COSMIC 'ONION' 
FOR CLUES TO DISTANT HUMAN ORIGINS 

MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAUL-- Astronomers using NASA's Spitzer Space Telescope have discovered that a 

well-known exploded star named Cassiopeia A blew up in somewhat orderly fashion, retaining much of its 

original onionlike layering. The star's fate is of interest to astronomers because such explosions both generate and 

disperse chemical elements that later form new stars, planets and even human beings. Studies like this trace, for 

example, the iron in our blood from its origin deep in the core of a star to its violent ejection into space during a 

"supernova" explosion. 

"Spitzer has essentially found key missing pieces of the Cassiopeia A puzzle," said Jessica Ennis of the 

University of Minnesota, lead author of a paper to appear in the Nov. 20 issue of the Astrophysical Journal. 

Until now, scientists were not sure what happened 10,000 years ago, when our Milky Way neighbor star was 

ripped apart. If it exploded in a rather uniform fashion, flinging its layers out in successive order, those layers 

should be preserved in the expanding debris. Previous observations revealed portions of some of these layers, but 

there were mysterious gaps. 

Spitzer's infrared vision showed that "missing" onion-layered chunks of the star, called Cas A for short, had 

' actually been blown out, but more slowly than other chunks. Imagine an onion blasting apart with some layered 

chunks breaking off and zooming away, while other chunks from a different part of the onion shoot off at 

slightly slower speeds. 

The faster-moving chunks had made themselves visible by crashing into a shock wave from the explosion. One 

by one, layers of material in those chunks heated up and gave off visible light and X-rays we see today. The 

slower-moving chunks found by Spitzer hit the shock wave later; they have not yet become hot enough to emit 

visible light and X-rays. Instead, they emit infrared light that Spitzer has detected. 

"We've found new bits of the 'onion' layers that had not been seen before," said Lawrence Rudnick, also ofthe 

University of Minnesota and the project's principal investigator. "This tells us that the star's explosion was not 

- more-
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University of Minnesota and the project's principal investigator. "This tells us that the star's explosion was not 

chaotic enough to stir its remains into one big pile of mush." 

The original Cas A star, about 15 to 20 times more massive than our sun, was once, like all other mature massive 

stars, a neat and tidy stack of concentric shells containing various chemical elements. The star's outer skin 

consisted of lighter elements, such as hydrogen; its middle layers were lined with heavier elements like neon; and 

its core was stacked with the heaviest elements, such as iron. Spitzer found cooler middle-layer material from the 

missing chunks that lagged behind. This material is gas and dust consisting of neon, oxygen and aluminum. 

Cassiopeia A is an ideal target for studying the anatomy of a supernova explosion. Because it is young and 

relatively close to our solar system, it is undergoing its final death throes right in front of the watchful eyes of 

various telescopes. In a few hundred years or so, Cas A's scattered remains will have completely mixed together, 

forever erasing important clues to how the star lived and died. 

Other authors of this work include J.D. Smith of the University of Arizona, Tucson; Jeonghee Rho and William 

Reach ofNASA's Spitzer Science Center, Pasadena, Calif.; Tracey DeLaney of the Harvard-Smithsonian Center 

for Astrophysics, Cambridge, Mass.; Haley Gomez ofthe University of Wales, United Kingdom; and Takashi 

Kozasa of the Hokkaido University, Japan. 

I NASA's Jet Propulsion Laboratory (JPL), Pasadena, Calif., manages the Spitzer Space Telescope mission for 

NASA's Science Mission Directorate, Washington. Science operations are conducted at the Spitzer Science 

Center at the California Institute of Technology (Caltech), also in Pasadena. Caltech manages JPL for NASA. 

For more information about Spitzer visit www.spitzer.caltech.edu/spitzer . 
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U OF M TO HOLD PANEL DISCUSSION ON WOMEN AND WORK IN A GLOBAL 
SOCIETY 

MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAUL-- The University ofMinnesota Undergraduate Women in Business and the Office 

of University Women are sponsoring a panel discussion on Women and Work in a Global Society. The free event 

is from noon to 1 :30 p.m. Tuesday, Oct. 31, in Room 25 of Mondale Hall, the University of Minnesota Law 

School, 229 19th Ave. S., Minneapolis. 

Featured speaker M. Nazie Eftekhari is chair and CEO ofHealthEZ, Inc., a Twin Cities company that seeks to 

reinvent how health-care bills are paid by having all the different forms compiled intoa single, credit-card-like 

bill. A native of Tehran, Iran, Eftekhari moved to the United States to pursue a master's degree in hospital 

administration at the University of Minnesota. She founded the Araz Group, a private company that provides 

low cost health insurance, in the early 1990s before moving on to HealthEZ. Eftekhari serves on boards at the 

University of Minnesota Carlson School of Management and the Medical School, as well as the Walker Art 

Center. 

Joining Eftekhari on the panel are: 

Agitu Wodajo, founder and executive director of the International Self-reliance Agency for Women, Inc. (I SAW). 

She has 13 years of experience in healthcare and 27 years in community development. Wodajo is dedicated to the 

well-being of disadvantaged women and children. She has expertise in providing culturally competent services to 

immigrant, refugee and undocumented battered women and their children while building their confidence and 

long-term self-reliance. ISA W has a special consultative status with the United Nations. 

Dorothy Owino Rombo, a doctoral student in the University of Minnesota department of family social science, 

traveled from Kenya three years ago with the sponsorship from the Ford Foundation. Born in a village in 

western Kenya, Rombo received both a bachelor and master degrees in education from Kenyatta University, 

Nairobi, and also worked for Kenyatta University as a lecturer in the department of family and consumer 

science. Rombo's interests include HIV prevention in marriage, because she sees this as an opportunity to 

enhance the quality of marriages, as well as child survival as an outcome of interaction between families and 

- more-
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enhance the quality of marriages, as well as child survival as an outcome of interaction between families and 

structured opportunities. 

Sanghamitra Chaudhuri, a doctoral student in University of Minnesota department of work and human resource 

education (WHRE), came from India, where she worked as a career counselor and trainer. Chaudhuri holds a 

bachelor's of science degree in chemistry and an MBA in human resources in 2000 from the Indian Society for 

Training and Development, one of the prestigious schools in India. While working, Chaudhuri also completed her 

diploma from the Indian Society for Training and Development. 

"We invite the community to join these women in a discussion of the global workplace and diversity, as well as 

the experiences of and challenges faced by women working domestically and internationally," said Undergraduate 

Women in Business president Andrea Blankenheim. "The topic was chosen for several reasons. We wanted to 

bring together students from all colleges at the University. We also felt it is important to learn about the 

perceptions of women who work in different societies around the world since globalization is increasingly 

bringing these societies in contact. Many of our University community neighbors are from other parts of the 

world and we would like to better understand their perspectives." 

The Undergraduate Women in Business is a student-run organization in the University of Minnesota Carlson 

SchoolofManagement 

organization. 

"The purpose is to bring together women from the school and business community to build networks and 

friendships,' said Blankenheim, a senior majoring in marketing. "This is our group's second official year as an 

organization. Membership is growing rapidly and is now more than 10 percent of the female in Carlson 

undergraduate class." 

WHEN: noon to 1:30 p.m. Tuesday, Oct. 31 

WHERE: Room 25 ofMondale Hall, the University of Minnesota Law School, 229 19th Ave. S., 

Minneapolis 
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75 RECIPIENTS OF THE BENTSON FAMILY SCHOLARSHIP MEET WITH DONOR 
LARRY BENTSON AND HIS FAMILY 

MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAUL-- Seventy-five ofthe 127 current Bentson Family Scholarship recipients will 

gather to salute Larry Bentson, his wife, Barbara, and his daughter Laurie, at noon Tuesday, Oct. 30, in the A. I. 

Johnson Room, first floor of the McNamara Alumni Center, 200 Oak St. S.E., Minneapolis. Bentson, who, along 

with his late wife, Nancy, gave $10 million in 2003 to create an endowed scholarship fund, is the largest 

scholarship donor in the university's history. 

Bentson scholarship recipients receive $5,000 a year for four years. There were 17 in the first year of the 

program. Now there are 127. As endowed funds increase over time, there could eventually be nearly 200 

students a year at the university with the Bentson scholarship. 

Of the current Bentson Scholars, 62 are new freshmen, 23 of these were valedictorians in their high school classes 

and 44 of the students are from Minnesota. 

At the event, students will sign a keepsake book and take part in a pinning ceremony. A brief program will 

include University of Minnesota President Robert Bruininks, Larry Bentson and a student speaker. There are 

opportunities for group and individual photos. 

Earlier this month the university announced that it had reached the $150 million milestone in its scholarship 

drive, with 6, 700 students now receiving privately funded scholarships and fellowships. Bruininks also 

announced that the university is committed to increasing the number of students being helped to 10,000 and will 

continue to make fund raising for student support a top priority. 

WHO: President Robert Bruininks and Larry Bentson 

WHEN: Noon Monday, Oct. 30 

WHERE: A. I. Johnson Room, first floor of the 

McNamara Alumni Center, 200 Oak St. S.E., Minneapolis 
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DATE CORRECTION: 75 RECIPIENTS OF THE BENTSON FAMILY 
SCHOLARSHIP MEET WITH DONOR LARRY BENTSON AND HIS FAMILY 

MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAUL-- The correct day and time for the meeting between Bentson Family Scholarships 

recipients and Larry Bentson and his family is noon Monday, Oct. 30. 

Seventy-five of the 127 current Bentson Family Scholarship recipients will gather to salute Larry Bentson, his 

' wife, Barbara, and his daughter Laurie, at noon Monday, Oct. 30, in the A. I. Johnson Room, first floor of the 

McNamara Alumni Center, 200 Oak St. S.E., Minneapolis. Bentson, who, along with his late wife, Nancy, gave 

$10 million in 2003 to create an endowed scholarship fund, is the largest scholarship donor in the university's 

history. 

Bentson scholarship recipients receive $5,000 a year for four years. There were 17 in the first year of the 

program. Now there are 127. As endowed funds increase over time, there could eventually be nearly 200 

students a year at the university with the Bentson scholarship. 

Of the current Bentson Scholars, 62 are new freshmen, 23 of these were valedictorians in their high school classes 

and 44 of the students are from Minnesota. 

At the event, students will sign a keepsake book and take part in a pinning ceremony. A brief program will 

include University of Minnesota President Robert Bruininks, Larry Bentson and a student speaker. There are 

opportunities for group and individual photos. 

Earlier this month the university announced that it had reached the $150 million milestone in its scholarship 

' drive, with 6, 700 students now receiving privately funded scholarships and fellowships. Bruininks also 

! announced that the university is committed to increasing the number of students being helped to 10,000 and will 

continue to make fund raising for student support a top priority. 

WHO: President Robert Bruininks and Larry Bentson 

WHEN: Noon Monday, Oct. 30 

- more-
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WHERE: A. I. Johnson Room, first floor of the 

McNamara Alumni Center, 200 Oak St. S.E., Minneapolis 
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U OF M HOMECOMING WEEK BEGINS MONDAY, OCT. 30 

MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAUL The University of Minnesota will celebrate Homecoming 2006 from 

Monday, Oct. 30 through Saturday, Nov. 4. 

Since 1914, the University of Minnesota, Twin Cities has celebrated Homecoming, a week 
dedicated to honoring the spirit and energy of the maroon and gold, said Collette Gehrke, of 
Student Unions & Activities. This year's theme, "Wild Wild Midwest" combines a fun western 
theme and Minnesota pride in "our" Midwest location, she said. 

This celebration rounds up the campus community with events such as live concerts, sports 
competitions, royalty coronation, philanthropic events, pep rallies, parade, football game and 
more. The events are as follows: 

Monday, Oct. 30 

• Fall Festival, co-presented by Melrose Student Suites from noon to 2 p.m. on the Northrop 
Plaza, 84 Church St. S.E., Minneapolis. There will be free hot chocolate, apple cider, caramel 
apples and pumpkin carving while supplies last. 

• Homecoming Kick-Off and Lip Sync competition at 7 p.m. in Tedd Mann Concert Hall, 2128 
Fourth St. S., Minneapolis. The contest usually draws about 2,000 people. Co-presented by 
Minnesota Daily. 

Tuesday, Oct. 31st 

• Homecoming Red Cross Blood Drive from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., Great Hall, Coffman Union, 300 
Washington Ave. S.E., Minneapolis. 

• Costume contest and Halloween film, "Hocus Pocus," at 8 p.m. Great Hall, Coffman Union. Free 
snacks will be available during the film. 

Wednesday, Nov. 1 

• Flag Football Finals at 7 p.m. Bierman Fields. 

Thursday, Nov. 2 

- more-
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• Greek and Residence Life Day at 3 p.m. at the Superblock. The event features a ROTC 
obstacle course, Old Time photos, free popcorn and candy and a free trip giveaway from STA 
Travel. Superblock is where four university residence halls -- Territorial, Centennial, Pioneer and 
Frontier halls -- are located at 614 Delaware St. S.E., Minneapolis. 

• "Wild Wild Midwest BBQ" at 6 p.m. at the Superblock. Free barbecue while supplies last. 

• Students compete in a cheer competition and Pep Rally at 7 p.m. at the Superblock. The event 
will feature Goldy Gopher, the U of M Marching Band, Gopher Athletics coaches, the Cheer Squad 
and the Dance Team. 

Friday, Nov. 3 

• Water Polo Competition from noon to 6 p.m. in Cooke Hall, 1900 University Ave. S.E., 
Minneapolis. Students will compete in kickboard Water Polo. 

• Barn Dance with the band "32 Below" at 8 p.m. in Animal Arena, 1888 Carter Ave., St. Paul. 
The There will be square dance lessons from 8 to 9 p.m. Cost is $3 for students and $5 for 
general public, however, people who bring three cans of food for the food drive benefiting 
Second Harvest Heartland, will get in free. This is an 18 and older show. 

• The Homecoming Royalty Coronation will be held from 9 to 9:30 p.m. in the Animal Arena. 

• "32 Below" will take the stage at 9:30 p.m. 

Saturday, Nov. 4 

• Homecoming parade at 9 a.m. on University Avenue. The Homecoming Parade usually draws 
: about 20,000 people. Baseball Hall of Famer Paul Molitor is the parade marshal. 

• House front and Parade floats will be judged beginning at 7 a.m. Saturday morning, Nov. 4. 
Groups will begin working on them late Friday night, Nov. 3. 

• Homecoming Football Game: Gophers vs. Indiana at 11 a.m. in the Metrodome. 
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PALESTINE ACTIVIST ZAIRE AMRA TO SPEAK AT U OF M 

MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAUL -- Twin Cities attorney and activist Zaire Amra will speak at the University of 

Minnesota at noon Wednesday, Nov. 1, on "Dispossession, Occupation and Resistance: Reports from a Recent 

Visit to Palestine." His talk will take place in Room 235 of Blegen Hall, 269 19th Ave., Minneapolis. 

Amra's talk will focus on the linear continuity oflsraeli dispossession ofPalestinians from its founding in 1948 

through the present. The current forms of this dispossession include creation of urban ghettos for the 

Palestinians through a system of checkpoints, the building of a massive wall cutting off Palestinians from other 

towns and rural areas, a permit system restricting travel and the continued building of Israeli settlements in 

occupied territory. 

Zaire Amra was a legal advisor to the Norwegian Agency for Reconstruction and Development (NORAD) 

between 1995 and 1998 in Palestine. His work for NORAD involved building the institutional capacity of the 

nascent Palestinian Ministry of Planning and International Cooperation (MOPIC). As a legal expert in MOPIC, 

1 he managed and developed the first environmental legislation for Gaza and West Bank, and developed a unified 

1. planning and building law for both areas. As the lead coordinator, researcher and developer on these two 

legislative initiatives, he worked with NGOs, local/regional/national government, and community organizations as 

well as with Israeli NGOs and Palestinians. In 1995, he worked on the negotiations of Oslo II regarding the 

transfer of planning and building authority to Palestinian Authority. 

Since 2001 Amra has been assistant vice president of corporate banking for USBancorp in Minneapolis. He is a 

board member of the Minneapolis chapter of American-Arab Anti-Discrimination Committee (ADC), a steering 

committee member of the local chapter ofNational Lawyers Guild (NLG) and is a member of the Coalition for 

Palestinian Rights. 

Amra's appearance is part of an ongoing series at the university titled "The Middle East and U.S. Foreign 

Policy: Alternative Voices," sponsored by the Institute for Global Studies in the College of Liberal Arts. Other 

speakers appearing this fall will include Beirut Daily Star editor-at-large Rami Khouri and Virginia Tilley of the 

- more-
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Human Sciences Research Council in South Africa. More on the series can be found at www.igs.cla.umn.edu. 

Zaire Amra is available in Minneapolis for interviews prior to his talk at the U of M. 

WHO: Zaire Amra, attorney with American-Arab Anti-Discrimination Committee 

WHEN: Noon Wednesday, Nov. 1 

WHERE: Room 235, Blegen Hall, 269 19th Ave., Minneapolis 
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SUGAR IN YOUR GAS TANK? U OF M CHEMISTS INVENT "FLASHY" NEW 
PROCESS TO TURN SOY OIL, GLUCOSE INTO HYDROGEN 

,.., Process could significantly improve the efficiency of fuel production from renewable energy 
sources,.., 

MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAUL-- Anyone who's overheated vegetable oil or sweet syrup knows that neither oil 

nor sugar evaporates--oil smokes and turns brown, sugar turns black, and both leave a nasty film of carbon on the 

cookware. Now, a University of Minnesota team has invented a "reactive flash volatilization process" that heats 

oil and sugar about a million times faster than you can in your kitchen and produces hydrogen and carbon 

1 monoxide, a mixture called synthesis gas, or syngas, because it is used to make chemicals and fuels, including 

gasoline. The new process works 10 to 1 00 times faster than current technology, with no input of fossil fuels 

and in reactors at least 10 times smaller than current models. The work could significantly improve the efficiency 

of fuel production from renewable energy sources. It will be published Nov. 3 in Science. 

"It's a way to take cheap, worthless biomass and tum it into useful fuels and chemicals," said team leader Lanny 

Schmidt, a Regents Professor of chemical engineering and materials science at the university. "Potentially, the 

i biomass could be used cooking oil or even products from cow manure, yard clippings, cornstalks or trees." 

One up-and-coming fuel is biodiesel, which is produced from soy oil. Currently, the key step in conversion of 

the oil to biodiesel requires the addition of methanol, a fossil fuel. The new process skips the biodiesel step and 
1 turns oil straight into hydrogen and carbon monoxide gases by heating it to about 1,000 degrees C. About 70 

percent of the hydrogen in the oil is converted to hydrogen gas. Similarly, using a nearly saturated solution of 

glucose in water, the process heats the sugar so fast that it, too, breaks up into syngas instead of its usual 

products: carbon and water. 

A difficulty in turning plant material into usable fuels has been breaking down the chemical bonds in 

cellulose--the material that gives plant cell walls their stiffness--to liberate simple sugars that can be fermented 

into ethanol or turned into other fuels. That requires special enzymes and lots of time. But the high heat of the 

new process breaks those bonds with ease, meaning cellulose and similar plant materials can possibly be used as 

feedstocks. 

- more-
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feedstocks. 

Schmidt and his university colleagues--graduate students James Salge, Brady Dreyer and Paul Dauenhauer--have 

produced a pound of synthesis gas in a day using their small-scale reactor. 

Here's how the new process works: The oil and sugar water are sprayed as fine droplets from an automotive fuel 

injector through a tube onto a ceramic disk made of a catalyst material--the elements rhodium and cerium--that 

guides the breakup of the feedstock molecules toward the production of syngas and away from water and carbon 

"gunk." Because the catalytic disk is porous, the syngas passes through it and is collected downstream in the 

tube. No external heat is needed, because the chemical reactions that produce syngas release enough heat to break 

up subsequent molecules of oil or sugar. 

"The secret is ultrafast flash volatilization [vaporization]," said Schmidt. "It happens here because we vaporize 

the fuel and mix it with oxygen before it sees the catalyst so it doesn't bum to char. This is potentially 100 times 

faster than what is currently available to make syngas and hydrogen." 

Schmidt gained national attention in February 2004, when a team he headed invented a similar apparatus to 

produce hydrogen from ethanol. 

The work was supported by the Department of Energy and the University of Minnesota Initiative for 

Renewable Energy and the Environment. 

Embargo: until 2 p.m. EST (1 p.m. CST) Thurs., Nov. 2 
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REAR ADMIRAL FROM THE UNITED STATES CENTRAL COMMAND WILL GIVE 
AN UPDATE ON THE "WAR ON TERROR" AT THE U OF M HUMPHREY 

INSTITUTE 

MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAUL -- Rear Admiral Robert Moeller from the United States Central Command 

(USCENTCOM) will update the community about the war in Iraq and Afghanistan. Mueller's presentation, 

"The United States at War: Update from the Fronts," will be held at 7 p.m. Wednesday, Nov. 15 at the U ofM 

·Humphrey Institute of Public Affairs, 301 19th Ave. S., Minneapolis. The event is free and open to the public. 

In his talk, Moeller will present USCENTCOM's unclassified command brief, explain central command's 

' responsibilities and discuss the progress and challenges in the U.S. "War on Terror." 

Moeller has served in a variety of sea and shore assignments, including joint duty (a special assignment that 

involves at least two military departments). In 1989, Moeller was named the Navy Federal Executive Fellow at 

the Brookings Institution. He also holds a master's degree in national security studies from Georgetown 

University. He assumed his current position as special assistant to the USCENTCOM commander in July 2006. 

Established in 1983, USCENTCOM is part of the Department of Defense. It is responsible for planning and 

1 conducting U.S. military activity in the "central" area of the globe, a region consisting of27 countries in 

Northeast Africa, Southwest and Central Asia and the island nation of the Seychelles. 

1 This program is part of the Humphrey Institute's "Home and Away," a series of public programs focusing on 

issues related to war. Programs will be held throughout the 2006-07 academic year. For more information, visit 

www.hhh.umn.edu. 

WHO: Rear Admiral Robert Moeller, United States Central Command 

WHEN: 7 p.m. Wednesday, Nov. 15 

WHERE: Humphrey Institute of Public Affairs, 301 19th Ave. S., Minneapolis 



® 

UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

NEWS 
University News Service 

0: 612-624-5551 • F: 612-626-9388 
unews@umn.edu • www.unews.umn.edu 

October 30, 2006 

Contacts: Asim Dorovic, University News Service, (612) 624-0214, dorovic@umn.edu 

NEW STUDY SHOWS TEENAGE GIRLS' USE OF DIET PILLS DOUBLES OVER 
FIVE-YEAR SPAN 

- By early adulthood 20 percent use weight loss pills -

MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAUL-- A study released today by the University of Minnesota's "Project EAT" 

(Eating Among Teens) shows startling results of2,500 female teenagers studied over a five-year period. The 

study found that high school-aged females' use of diet pills nearly doubled from 7.5 to 14.2 percent. By the ages 

of 19 and 20, 20 percent of females surveyed used diet pills. 

"These numbers are startling, and they tell us we need to do a better job of helping our daughters feel better 

about themselves and avoid unhealthy weight control behaviors," U of M professor and study researcher Dianne 

Neumark-Sztainer said. 

Other results from the study include: 

• 62.7 percent of teenage females use "unhealthy weight control behaviors" 

• 21.9 percent of teenage females use "very unhealthy weight control behaviors" 

Very unhealthy weight control behaviors include the use of diet pills, laxatives, vomiting or skipping meals. Of 

the 2,500 teenage males studied, their rates were half of the females'. 

"We have found that teenage females who diet and use unhealthy weight control behaviors are at three times the 

risk of being overweight," said Neumark-Sztainer. "Teens who feel good about their bodies eat better and have 

less risk of being overweight. Parents can play a key role in helping their children to build a positive body image 
1 and engage in healthy eating and physical activity behaviors." 

The study also shows that by teenage years, females' physical activity drops dramatically to only 3.93 hours 

per week, whereas males in the same age group spend 6.11 hours. 

Neumark-Sztainer is also author ofthe book, "I'm, Like, So Fat!" (2005 Guilford Press). She has been featured 

- more-
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natiohally as an expert in her field and is available to discuss the study and teen eating. 

' Project EAT was designed to investigate the factors influencing eating habits of adolescents, to determine if 

youth are meeting national dietary recommendations and to explore dieting and physical activity patterns among 

, youth. Through a greater understanding of the socioeconomic, personal and behavioral factors associated with 

diet and weight-related behavior during adolescence more effective nutrition interventions can be developed. 
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NEW OBSERVATIONS OF STAR CLUSTER BY U OF M RESEARCHERS HELP 
SETTLE THE DUST ON SUN'S ORIGIN 

,., Observations with NASA's Spitzer Space Telescope have found cosmic dust where it had 
never been found before ,., 

MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAUL-- The dust that condensed to form the sun, the Earth and the stuff of human 

bodies has long been thought to have originated in violent explosions of giant stars. But these explosions--called 

supernovae--can't account for all the dust in the cosmos. Now, observations with NASA's Spitzer Space 

Telescope, led by University of Minnesota astrophysicists, have found cosmic dust where it had never been 

' found before. The finding implies that the deaths of smaller, humbler stars may have supplied the early dust that 

seeded the myriad stars like our sun, and produced dust more efficiently than the big guns. The work is 

published in the October issue of the Astrophysical Journal. 

Though less spectacular than supernova explosions, the formation and release of dust into space by stars that die 

relatively quietly is a pivotal event in the evolution of new stars like the sun. Identifying sources of dust not 

only helps researchers draw a picture of how our solar system formed but can help in searches of the cosmos for 

events that may lead to the formation of new sunlike stars and planets. 

Led by the university's Martha Boyer, a graduate student in astronomy, and astronomy professor Charles 

, "Chick" Woodward, the research team found dust deep within an ancient pack of stars called a globular cluster. 

Known by its astronomical designation MIS, the cluster contains hundreds ofthousands of stars and is probably 

12.S billion years old, dating back to the early days of our Milky Way galaxy. Its stars are similar to the sun, but 

some of them are undergoing the death throes that the sun will experience one day. In that process, the stars 

swell up into huge, relatively cool stars known as red giants and give off a strong stellar wind containing the 

seeds of dust grains. 

f 

Most surprising about the find was that so much dust could have formed in MIS even though its stars contain 

very few metals. (In astronomy, "metals" are elements heavier than hydrogen and helium, the two lightest 

elements.) Metals like carbon, oxygen and nitrogen are necessary for forming the nuclei of small particles on 

which silicon and other elements can condense to form dust grains. But the ancient stars of MIS may be models 

- more-
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of what the first stars in the universe were like. They contain mostly the primordial elements hydrogen and 

helium, which have not yet combined to form very much of the heavier metallic elements. 

In stars with higher metal contents, carbon and oxygen often combine on the outer surface of the star to form 

carbon monoxide, a gas. But, in the metal-poor stars of MIS, it could be that a lack of oxygen on the surface 

leaves more carbon free to form dust particles. 

"Our work with globular clusters may show that dust can be made efficiently by these ordinary stars, even 

though they lack heavy metals," said Boyer. "Then, perhaps, this dust combines with interstellar gas to form 

new stars and planets. About 13 billion years ago, most stars may have been like these, only not in clusters but 

everywhere, spewing out dust when they got old and turned into red giants." 

According to Boyer, when new stars with solar systems form, they may be polluted by material ejected into 

space from both supernovae and ordinary stars like those of MIS. 

"These small stars are the majority of stars in the universe, in terms of both mass and numbers," she said. 

"That's why it's important to know that they make so much dust. They're probably major contributors." 

Researchers from the University of Staffordshire, U.K., and the University of Arizona also contributed to the 

study. The work was supported by NASA. 

Image available at: http://wwwl.umn.edu/urelate/newsservice/downloads/spitzer.jpg 

Caption: These false color images from Spitzer reveal a large dust cloud in the Globular Cluster MIS (in red). 

The left image was taken with a detector that is sensitive only to the hot emission from stars, and the right was 

taken with a detector that is sensitive to cooler dust emission. This is the first time that dust has been imaged in 

a globular cluster. 

Credit: M. Boyer, C. Woodward, University ofMinnesota. 
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U OF M CENTER FOR INTEGRATIVE LEADERSHIP PRESENTS "CHALLENGES 
OF INTERORGANIZATIONAL 

INTEGRATION FOR POVERTY ALLEVIATION" 

MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAUL -- How can leaders work across organizational lines to reduce poverty and foster 

community development? The seminar, "Challenges oflnterorganizational Integration for Poverty Alleviation," 

will be held from 3:30p.m. to 5:30p.m. Thursday, Nov. 9, at the U ofM Humphrey Institute of Public Affairs, 

301 19th AvenueS., Wilkins Room 215, Minneapolis. It will feature representatives from Hennepin County and 

the Midtown Minneapolis Project, who were responsible for the development of the East Lake Street corridor 

and the old Sears building. 

The seminar is the second in a series sponsored by the newly formed Center for Integrative Leadership, a 

university-wide initiative to examine complex leadership issues. The center is the first of its kind in the country 

and is jointly managed by the Carlson School of Management and the Humphrey Institute of Public Affairs. 

Jim Buckman, co-director of the Joseph M. Juran Center for Leadership in Quality at the Carlson School, and 

John Bryson, associate dean at the Humphrey Institute of Public Affairs, will facilitate a discussion on achieving 

integration within and outside of Hennepin County government. Panelists will include Hennepin County 

' Commissioner Peter McLaughlin; Hennepin County Administrator Sandra Vargas; Deputy County 

Administrator Richard Johnson; Kristine Martin, county director of strategic initiatives and community 

engagement; and Elizabeth Flannery, associate vice president of development at CommonBond Communities. 

' The event is free and open to the public, but seating is limited. A reception will follow. Please RSVP by Nov. 6 

to Sara Radjenovic at radje002@umn.edu. 

WHEN: 3:30- 5:30p.m., Thursday, Nov. 9 

WHERE: Wilkins Room 215, Humphrey Institute of Public Affairs, 301 19th Ave. S., Minneapolis 
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SHIFT TOWARD SERVICES INDUSTRIES WON'T END GLOBAL WARMING 

' MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAUL-- The shift toward a service-based economy won't automatically reduce the 

amount of greenhouse gases (GHS) in the air, a University of Minnesota researcher has found. His research 

I contradicts assumptions about global warming often preferred by some economists and national policy experts. 

Sangwon Suh, an assistant professor in the University of Minnesota's bioproducts and biosystems engineering 

department, uses a "life-cycle assessment" approach to quantify the environmental effect of products and 

services, taking into account all the materials and energy used to create a product or a service throughout its 

life-cycle. 

I For this research, Suh analyzed 44 emissions generated by service industries- retail, hospitals or real estate, for 

example-- which comprise more than 60 percent of the U.S. gross domestic product and are an increasingly large 

1 part of the U.S. economy. Some leading development economists pursue the idea that the total amount of 

greenhouse gases emitted will be reduced as the economy shifts toward more services and less heavy industry, 

because service industries are "cleaner." 

But Suh found that's not necessarily true. While service industries directly create only about 5 percent of total 

greenhouse gas emissions themselves, when the entire life cycle of a service-related product is taken into account, 

the picture changes dramatically. Such industries consume large quantities of electricity, natural gas, 

transportation, building installations and manufactured goods, which generate greenhouse gases. 

In addition, while one service transaction may create only a small amount of GHGs, the increasing volume of 

transactions as the service industry expands means the total GHGs produced in the U.S. economy could go up. 

Suh said his research shows that more practical and innovative solutions are needed to solve the global warming 

problem. Some economists are advocating that development is the answer to pollution and poverty in poor 

countries as service becomes the dominating sector in the course of development; if the United States, the most 

developed country in the world, is already the biggest greenhouse gas producer, then it doesn't make sense that 

- more-
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developed country in the world, is already the biggest greenhouse gas producer, then it doesn't make sense that 

development will be the answer to poor countries' problems, he said. 

This study is part of an ongoing series of research and will be published in the Nov. 1 issue of "Environment, 

Science and Technology," a semi-monthly jo~mal published by the American Chemical Society. 

Embargo: until 11. a.m. EST (12 noon CST) Wednesday, Nov. 1 



® 

UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA 

EXPERT ALERT 

University News Service 
0: 612-624-5551 • F: 612-626-9388 

unews@umn.edu • www.unews.umn.edu 

November 1, 2006 

Contacts: Drew Swain, University News Service, (612) 625-8962, dswain@umn.edu 
Asim Dorovic, University News Service, (612) 624-0214, dorovic@umn.edu 

A U OF M PEAK THROUGH THE HUBBLE TELESCOPE 

The National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) has announced that it would coordinate a mission 

to make vital repairs to its prized Hubble Space Telescope. Over its 16-year life, the instrument has been used 

by scientists from around the world to peer further into galaxies and learn more about our universe. A University 

of Minnesota professor who has been one of those lucky scientists and can discuss his work and the importance 

of the telescope is: 

Evan Skillman, professor of astronomy, University of Minnesota 

Skillman is currently the primary investigator for seven Hubble Space Telescope projects. One of these focuses 

on "astra-archeology" which observes present star formations in order to determine how stars are created. His 

other projects involve ultraviolet spectroscopy that analyze what actually is in those huge, burning masses 

millions of miles away. 

Media Note- professor Skillman is only available for phone interviews. 

To interview Skillman contact Drew Swain at (612) 625-8962 or dswain@umn.edu; or Asim Dorovic at (612) 

624-0214 or dorovic@umn.edu. 

Expert Alert is a service provided by the University News Service. Delivered regularly, Expert Alert is designed to 

connect university experts to today's breaking news and current events. For an archive and other useful media 

services, visit www.unews.umn.edu. 
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UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA TO RELEASE RESULTS OF COLLEGE ALCOHOL, 
TOBACCO AND DRUG USE SURVEY 

-Press conference to be held Thursday at 8:30a.m.-

MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAUL The University of Minnesota Boynton Health Service will hold a press conference 

at 8:30a.m. Thursday, Nov. 2 to release results of the 2006 CORE Alcohol, Tobacco, and Other Drug Use 

Survey. Dr. Ed Ehlinger, director of Boynton Health Service, will present the results during the press conference 

which will be held in Cowles Auditorium of the Humphrey Institute for Public Affairs, 301 19th Ave. S., 

Minneapolis and launches a day-long College Health Summit. 

The results explore tobacco, alcohol and other drug use among college students. The spring 2006 survey of7,638 

, undergraduate students was conducted at 12 Minnesota colleges and universities, including the University of 

Minnesota, St. Cloud State University, St. Cloud Technical College, Winona State University, Alexandria 

Technical College, Anoka Technical College, Hennepin Technical College, Lake Superior College, Normandale 

Community College, Augsburg College, Hamline University and St. Mary's University of Minnesota. 

At the University of Minnesota, current tobacco use rates (any use in the past 30 days) and daily tobacco use 

rates among 18-to-24-year-old students have dropped. Since 1998 the daily tobacco use rate has decreased from 

9.8 percent to 4.6 percent and current use has dropped from 41.8 percent in 1998 to 26.4 percent in 2006. Other 

schools that participated in the 2005 and 2006 surveys are also showing significant reductions in the use of 

tobacco on their campuses. 

"This shows that a comprehensive, consistent and sustained effort in the areas of tobacco use prevention, 

cessation, and policy can make a difference among college students," Ehlinger said. 

, However, the rates of smoking and second hand smoke exposure are still too high, he said. 

Compared with the 2005 survey, the use of alcohol among college students has remained stable. High-risk 

drinking rates remain high, but have not increased, Ehlinger says. 

- more-
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"High-risk drinking c.ontinues to be an intractable problem and there needs to be a different approach to address 

it," Ehlinger said. "It will take a broad-based community effort to make a difference." 

Alcohol use and high-risk drinking does not just happen in isolation on certain college or university campuses, it 

happens in higher education institutions throughout the state and country, Ehlinger said. 

"The issue is definitely not a university issue. It is a community issue. We as a society need to address it," he 

said. 

During the College Health Summit following the press conference, experts will discuss how to address the issues 

of tobacco and alcohol use among college students. 

The U of M takes many steps to educate students about making healthy choices about drinking. Through 

informational campaigns, Boynton raises awareness about the consequences of high-risk drinking in an effort 

aimed at preventing the behavior. Student Unions & Activities, Housing and Residential Life and other 

departments provide hundreds of activities each year to give students good alternatives in their free time. 

Housing and Residential Life also implemented a new policy this year making all but one traditional residence 

hall alcohol free. Since parents still have a great deal of influence on the choices made by today' s students, the U 

of M also reaches out to parents through an online class about alcohol use in an effort to decrease high-risk 

drinking behaviors among students. 

The 2006 survey, funded by the Hennepin Medical Society and Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Minnesota, is 

designed to help measure knowledge, attitudes and behaviors among college age students. It also examines 

students' perceptions about the use of tobacco, alcohol, and other drugs by their peers, and assesses students' 

awareness of alcohol and other drug education efforts on campus. 
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U OF M ALUMNI MAKE AN IMPACT: NEW SURVEY SHOWCASES U ALUMNI'S 
ECONOMIC CLOUT HERE AND ABROAD 

MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAUL-- As the University of Minnesota kicks off Homecoming Week activities, data 

collected from a recent "Connecting With Our Alumni" survey reveal that U ofM graduates play a major role in 

the economic vibrancy of their communities in Minnesota and around the world. Survey respondents have 

started 19,000 companies that employ some 1.1 million workers in all 50 states and 63 foreign countries. An 

impressive 86 percent of those businesses are still operating, with projected annual revenues of $230 billion. 

"These numbers confirm what we've always suspected: the university has an enormous economic impact by 

producing graduates driven to discover the jobs, companies and scientific breakthroughs of the future," university 

President Robert Bruininks said. 

Even with the national and global reach of alumni, the largest impact ofU grads is felt right here in Minnesota, 

according to Phil Pardey, an applied economist who teaches at the U. "Some of the U's impacts accrue to other 

states and other countries," Pardey said. "But a good deal of the benefits occur in Minnesota in the form of 

strong job growth, higher incomes and stimulating local business formation and performance." 

Survey results show that participants started an estimated 10,000 Minnesota companies, employing a 

half-million workers. It is estimated that these businesses generate $100 billion in annual revenues. 

"The university is truly the engine that drives the economy of this state," said Margaret "Peggy" Lucas, who 

earned her undergraduate degree in history and graduate degree in sociology from the U. Lucas founded Brighton 

Development Corp., a Twin Cites company focused on creating homes in urban areas for people at all income 

levels. Brighton Development was a winner of the National Trust for Historic Preservation Award for its 

development of the Mill City Museum complex. 

"Some states have many research universities," Lucas said. "We have only one, and I think the U is going to 

mean even more to the future of this state with increased globalization, its advances in research, and our 

knowledge economy." 

- more-
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"Connecting With Our Alumni" was the largest survey of graduates from all university campuses ever 

conducted. More than 300,000 alumni, graduating between 1939 and 2003, received the survey, which ran from 

January to May 2006. 

The 51,133 survey responses were combined with those from similar surveys administered independently by the 

university's Carlson School of Management (2005) and Institute ofTechnology (2004). The combined total of 

alumni surveyed from all three surveys was around 385,000, of which 19 percent responded. 

"This survey has provided the most complete picture to date of the many and varied ways our alumni are 

making a difference in our world," Bruininks said. "Ultimately, it will allow us to forge stronger ties between our 

graduates and their alma mater, a relationship that is critical to meeting our aspiration to be one of the top public 

research universities in the world. Our sincere thanks to all who participated." 

Because the university's four campuses educate a high percentage of college and professional students in 

Minnesota, and because it's also the state's flagship research institution, Pardey says the U is well positioned to 

continue driving the state's economy. 

"Overwhelming evidence among economists is that investing in a skilled labor force and research required to 

foster productivity improvements is the key to long-run economic growth," Pardey said. 

Survey Facts: 

* 1 in 1 0 respondents has received a national or international award such as a Fulbright or Emmy; 

* 1 in 14 has served in elected office; 

* 3 7 percent have led charity organizations; 

* 23 percent have served on for-profit and non-profit boards; and 

* 1,154 own patents, including eight who own more than 200. 

; In Minnesota, alumni responding to the surveys report having: 

* created more than 10,000 companies or organizations; 

* provided 500,000 jobs; and 

* produced annual revenues of $100 billion. 
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For an interactive state map, additional findings, analysis and alumni profiles from the "Connecting With Our 

Alumni" survey, visit http://alumnisurvey.umn.edu. 

NOTE: In recognition of Homecoming Week, Gov. Tim Pawlenty has proclaimed Saturday, Nov. 4 as 

"University of Minnesota Alumni Day" in the state of Minnesota. To view the governor's proclamation, see 

http://wwwl.umn.edu/urelate/pdf/alumni-lOOdpi.pdf. 
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LEBANESE JOURNALIST RAMI KHOURI TO SPEAK AT U OF M 

MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAUL -- Rami Khouri, editor-at-large for Beirut-based The Daily Star newspaper, will 

speak at the University of Minnesota at noon Monday, Nov. 6, in Room 235 of Blegen Hall, 269 19th Ave. S., 

Minneapolis. His talk, "Making Sense of the Middle East: An Insider's Critical Analysis," is free and open to 

the public. 

Khouri was recently appointed as director ofthe Issam Fares Institute of Public Policy and International Affairs 

at American University of Beirut (AUB). Author of"A View from the Arab World," an internationally 

syndicated weekly political column at www.agenceglobal.com, his commentary and articles center around the 

broad range of roles played by the Middle East, its culture, politics and religion worldwide. 

A Palestinian-Jordanian who was educated in both the Middle East and the United States, Khouri returned to his 

homeland 35 years ago and now resides in Beirut, Amman and Nazareth. As an internationally syndicated 

political columnist and author, he provides knowledgeable and fair commentary on the Middle East for U.S. and 

international media. He has hosted "Encounter," a weekly current affairs talk show on Jordan Television, and 

"Jordan Ancient Cultures," a weekly archaeology program on Radio Jordan. 

Khouri's appearance is part of the ongoing series "The Middle East and U.S. Foreign Policy: Alternative Voices, 

1 sponsored by the Institute for Global Studies in the College of Liberal Arts." Upcoming speakers appearing this 

fall will include Virginia Tilley of the Human Sciences Research Council in South Africa. More on the series can 

be found at www.igs.cla. umn.edu. 

Rami Khouri is available for interviews prior to his talk at the university. 

WHO: Rami Khouri, editor-at-large, The Daily Star (Lebanon) newspaper 
' WHEN: Noon Monday, Nov. 6 

WHERE: Room 235, Blegen Hall, 269 19th Ave. S, Minneapolis 
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UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA STUDYING THE DRIVEABILITY OF VEHICLES 
USING EXPERIMENTAL E20 

MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAUL -- The University of Minnesota is in the early stages of a 14-month-long study of 

E20, an experimental biofuel that contains 20 percent ethanol. 

By August 2013, state law will require all gasoline sold in Minnesota to contain 20 percent alcohol by volume. 

Minnesota has required 10 percent ethanol in gasoline since 1997. In order for this requirement to take effect, the 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency must certify E20 as a motor fuel through a waiver under the Clean Air 

Act. 

The state of Minnesota has contracted with the U of M to conduct a year-long drivability evaluation as the state 

aims to increase the use of alternative fuels in the state. The Council of Great Lakes Governors has supplied 

! additional funding in support of the project. Results of the study will help the state pursue the EPA waiver. 

' "The university is pleased to take part in this testing phase. It's a good fit for us because we have a wide variety 

' of vehicles and varied driving patterns," said Bill Roberts, associate director of Parking and Transportation 

Services. "The University of Minnesota has been a leader in trying alternative fuels buying its first E85 vehicle in 

1995 and buying three vehicles running on compressed natural gas a year later." 

, Eighty vehicles out of the university's fleet of 525 on the Twin Cities campus have been chosen for this test. As 

a control group, 40 of the vehicles have been running on a base fuel containing no ethanol. The other 40 are 

running on E20 fuel. The 40 pairs represent a cross section of vehicles with a variety of manufacturers and engine 

sizes, including hybrid vehicles, Roberts said. 

Drivers regularly complete surveys measuring vehicle performance and driver experience. The university handles 

all vehicle maintenance at the Fleet Services Building. Mechanics have been monitoring mechanical problems and 

recording any drivability issues. Drivability issues include things such as non-starting, poor starting, the check 

engine light coming on and hesitation while accelerating or driving at a fixed speed. During the first three months, 

no drivability issues have been noted. The upcoming cold weather and a change in fuel blends for fall and spring 

- more -
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no drivability issues have been noted. The upcoming cold weather and a change in fuel blends for fall and spring 

may impact subsequent findings. 

The University of Minnesota has a fleet size of approximately 850 vehicles - mostly cars, vans, trucks and 

SUV s - including 15 hybrids and 70 vehicles that run on E85 with an additional 13 hybrid vehicles on order. Each 

year, university vehicles travel nearly 6.5 million miles. Along with its rental and lease services, the Fleet 

Services conducts driver training programs for the university and maintains a full-service shop on campus. Fleet 

Services is also charged with fulfilling federal mandates concerning commercial vehicle and driver regulations, and 

Clean Air Act regulations pertaining to alternatively fueled vehicles. 
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DESIGNING PUBLIC SPACES TO PREVENT CRIME IS TOPIC OF WORKSHOP 
AT THE U OF M MONDAY, NOV. 6 

MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAUL-- Many people want to get out more often to walk, bike and play in their 

neighborhoods but their fear of becoming victims of crime prevents them from doing such activities. Two experts 

on crime prevention in public spaces will examine the potential advantages and limitations for preventing crime 

through environmental design from 8 to 10:30 a.m., Monday, Nov. 6, in the Campus Club at the University of 

Minnesota Coffman Union, 300 Washington Ave. S.E., Minneapolis. 

The event is part of a workshop series sponsored by Design for Health, a year-long collaboration between the 

Metropolitan Design Center at the University of Minnesota's College of Design and Blue Cross and Blue Shield 

of Minnesota (BCBSMN). 

Design for Health (www.designforhealth.net) serves to bridge the gap between the emerging research base on 

' community design and healthy living and local government planning, including planning for transportation, land 

use, urban design, parks and open space. 

The experts who will speak are: 

• Internationally renowned planner Wendy Sarkissian, of Sarkissian Associates Planners, Nimbin, Australia. 

Sarkissian has been working in the areas of social planning and crime prevention since the 1970s. ShCrime 

Prevention through Environmental Design Workshop, Twin Cities 

1 
• Kristen Day, associate professor, department of Planning, Policy, and Design, School of Social Ecology, 

University of California, Irvine. Day has written about fear of crime and the physical environment, men's fear in 

public spaces, women's fear in public spaces and planning for safer, more livable communities. 

The Design for Health project is collaborating with municipalities that received funding from BCBSMN to 

address public health, issues in their upcoming comprehensive planning process: St. Louis Park, Bloomington, 

Eden Prairie, Arden Hills, St. Paul, St. Paul Park, and Two Harbors. 

- more-
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A center within the University's new College of Design, the Metropolitan Design Center investigates how design 

can be used to make the metropolitan landscape more livable and sustainable. It examines urban design across 

metropolitan areas through projects, research, and education. 
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UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA OFFERS CLASS ON "EDUCATING LEARNER IN 
MID-LIFE AND BEYOND" 

MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAUL -- The demand for educational opportunities for older adult learners -- both the 

current generation of older adults and the next generation of Baby Boomers- is growing. However, what older 

adults want to learn and how they prefer to learn may differ from their earlier learning experiences and interests. 

In response to this increased interest in older adult learning and the recognition that older adults have different 

learning needs, the University of Minnesota is offering "Educating Learners in Mid-Life and Beyond" during the 

spring semester of2007. Janet Hively, College of Continuing Education at the University of Minnesota, and 

Janet Jacobson, formerly the director of the Learning in Retirement Network at the Minnesota Humanities 

Commission, will coordinate the course. 

"The course is designed for students as well as professionals who are interested in providing educational 

opportunities for older adults in a variety of settings such as academic institutions, community education, 

assisted living facilities and employment/training programs," said Jacobson. "The course will cover such topics 

as lifelong learning and vital aging, physical and cognitive changes in older adults, theories of learning related to 

older adult education, program planning, and teaching strategies that encourage tapping the expertise and wisdom 

1 of older adults." 

Experienced educators and resource people from the university and the metropolitan area will facilitate each 

session. Discussion, reflection and practical experience will be emphasized throughout the course. Course 

participants will have the opportunity to interview older learners and observe and analyze programs designed for 

the older adult learner. As a final project, students may choose to design an educational program for older adults, 

! study a particular approach to teaching older learners, or investigate an issue of interest in the field of older adult 

education. 

Educating Learners in Mid-Life· and Beyond will meet Saturday mornings from 8:30a.m. to 12:30 p.m. on the St. 

Paul campus. Sessions run from Jan. 20 through April 7, with no classes on March 10 and March 17. The course 

- more-
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is open to both degree and non-degree seeking students and carries three credits. 

Registration for the class begins Tuesday, Nov. 7. For information on cost and registration procedures, visit the 

College of Education and Human Development web-site: http://education.umn.edu/, or call Mary Gupta at (612) 

624-1221. 

For additional information about the course, contact: Janet Jacobson atjanet.jacobson@usa.net or (651) 

690-0483 or Jan Hively at hivel001@umn.edu. 
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SATURDAY IS UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA ALUMNI DAY IN MINNESOTA 

MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAUL-- In recognition of Homecoming Week at the University ofMinnesota, Gov. Tim 

Pawlenty has proclaimed Saturday, Nov. 4 as University ofMinnesota Alumni Day in the state of Minnesota. 

This year's Homecoming theme, "Wild Wild Midwest," combines a western theme and Minnesota pride in its 

Midwest location with the spirit and energy of the maroon and gold. 

Drawing up to 20,000 visitors, Saturday's Homecoming Parade begins at 9 a.m. on the corner of University 

Avenue and lith Avenue Southeast and ends at the McNamara Alumni Center on University and Oak Street 

Southeast, Minneapolis. 

Baseball Hall ofFamer Paul Molitor is the parade marshal. 

At II a.m., the Gopher football team takes on Indiana at the Metrodome. 

"The parade is a great way to get ready for the big game against Indiana and helps promote unity and Gopher 

pride among students, staff, faculty, alumni and the surrounding community," said Denny Schulstad, volunteer 

president of the University of Minnesota Alumni Association. 

For more information on the parade route and schedule, see www.homecoming.umn.edu. 

The following is the text of the governor's official proclamation: 

Whereas: University of Minnesota alumni are active and thoughtful citizens who contribute greatly to the 

economy and well-being of their communities; and 

Whereas: University of Minnesota graduates have started 19,000 companies that employ nearly 1.1 million 

workers in all 50 states and in 63 foreign countries. An impressive 86 percent of those businesses are still 

operating, with projected annual revenues of $230 billion; and 

- more-
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Whereas: Not only do students come to Minnesota to learn, they also stay here to establish businesses and 

raise families. Of the companies started by University of Minnesota alumni, 10,000 are headquartered here in 

Minnesota, employing a half-million workers and generating $100 billion in annual revenues; and 

Whereas: University of Minnesota alumni appreciate the opportunities they have been given, and in tum give 

back to their communities. One in 14 alumni has served in elected office and 78 percent do volunteer work. 

Thirty-seven percent have led charitable organizations and 23 percent have served on for- and non-profit boards; 

and 

Whereas: For over 150 years, the University of Minnesota alumni have greatly contributed to our state and 

nation and we applaud the university for giving these individuals the tools necessary for success. 

Now, Therefore, I, Tim Pawlenty, Governor of Minnesota, do hereby proclaim Saturday, November 4, 2006, as: 

University of Minnesota Alumni Day 

in the State of Minnesota. 
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U OF M FORUM TO DISCUSS LOCAL GOVERNMENT'S ROLE IN AFFORDABLE 
HOUSING PLANNING AND POLICY 

MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAUL -- The local government's role in affordable housing planning and policy will be the 

topic of the University of Minnesota Center for Urban and Regional Affairs (CURA) monthly forum from noon 

, to 1:30 p.m. Friday, Nov. 17 in Room L-114, Carlson School of Management, 321 19th Ave. S., Minneapolis. 

The forum's title is "Local Government's Role in Affordable Housing Planning and Policy: St. Paul and 

Minneapolis." Forum speakers are Cynthia Lee, manager, Multifamily Housing Development, Minneapolis 

Community Planning and Economic Development; and Gary Peltier, senior manager, St. Paul Department of 

Planning and Economic Development. 

The event is a monthly brown-bag discussion during the school year of housing issues and research in the Twin 

Cities. Forums are free and open to the public. 

RSVP is required no later than Wednesday, Nov. 15, to (612) 625-2086. 

For more information contact Adrienne Hannert, of CURA, (612) 625-2086 or visit 

http://cura.umn.edu/cura_mailing/. 

WHEN: Noon to 1:30 p.m. Friday, Nov. 17 

WHERE: Room L-114, Carlson School ofManagement, 321 19th Ave. S., Minneapolis. 
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SADDAM'S SENTENCE AND WHAT IT MEANS FOR IRAQ 

On Sunday, Saddam Hussein was sentenced to death by hanging - a sentence that has major implications for 

Iraqis and Iraq's future. What does the sentence mean to the Iraqi people? What does it represent to the 

different ethnic groups in Iraq? Will this calm things down or rather incite more violence? A University of 

Minnesota expert who can comment on the death sentence and analyze what this means for Iraq politically is: 

Colin Kahl, professor of political science at the University of Minnesota 

Kahl teaches courses in international relations, international security, American foreign policy, civil and ethnic 

conflict, and terrorism. He has recently completed a Council on Foreign Relations fellowship at the Department 

of Defense in Washington, D.C., where he has worked on a variety of"War on Terrorism" issues. Kahl currently 

teaches a class at the U called "War on Terrorism and American Foreign Policy," and has visited Bahgdad earlier 

this year where he did research for the Department of Defense. 

Other issues Kahl can also comment on are: 

• U.S strategy, policy, and military conduct in Iraq 

• Current U.S. policies related to the war on terrorism 

• Application of the Geneva Conventions and other aspects of the law of war in Iraq and the broader war on 

! terrorism 

To interview Kahl, contact Asim Dorovic at (612) 624-0214 or dorovic@umn.edu; or Drew Swain at (612) 

625-8962 or dswain@umn.edu. 

Expert Alert is a service provided by the University News Service. Delivered regularly, Expert Alert is designed 

to connect university experts to today's breaking news and current events. For an archive and other useful media 

services, visit www.unews.umn.edu. 
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MINNESOTA ELECTIONS 

Minnesota's much anticipated elections are tomorrow, and the barrage of TV ads, negative spars, debates and polls is fmally peaking. 
Politicians are feverishly getting in their last minute campaigning as tomorrow may bring a new governor or even the first Muslim in 
the United States Congress. University of Minnesota experts who can cut through the clutter and talk about the election, trends, results 
and implications are: 

Greg Thorson, political science professor, University of Minnesota, Morris 
Professor Thorson is an expert on Minnesota politics; His primary research is done on legislative politics and public policy. He has 
done numerous interviews on elections and comment on what tomorrow's results will mean. 

Jason Roberts, professor of law and political science, University of Minnesota 
Roberts' current work focuses on the parties and procedures in the U.S. Congress and historical congressional elections. He recently 
hosted the "Conference on Party Effects in the United States Senate." 

William Flanigan, political science professor, University of Minnesota 
Flanigan can comment on what type of voting behavior may come out and the importance and rapid change of public opinion 
preceding and during an election. He has also studied the effects of electoral change on political systems such as Minnesota's. 

Guy-Uriel Charles, University of Minnesota Law School professor 
Charles is a professor at the U's Law School and the director of the Institute for Law and Politics. Charles can offer commentary on 
the legal perspective of the election, i.e., whether lengthy legal challenges are likely if some of the races end up very close. 

To interview any ofthe experts above, contact Asim Dorovic at (612) 624-0214 or dorovic@umn.edu; or Drew Swain at (612) 
625-8962 or dswain@umn.edu. 

Expert Alert is a service provided by the University News Service. Delivered regularly, Expert Alert is designed to connect university 

experts to today's breaking news and current events. For an archive and other useful media services, visit www.unews.umn.edu. 
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LEADING AGRICULTURAL ECONOMIST JOACHIM VON BRAUN TO DISCUSS 
THE 'GLOBALIZATION OF THE AGRI-FOOD SYSTEM' AT U OF M, NOV. 15 

MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAUL -- Leading agricultural economist Joachim von Braun will give the second annual 

Willard W. Cochrane Lecture in Public Policy at 3 p.m. Wednesday, Nov. 15, at the Cargill Building, room 105, 

1500 Gortner Ave., St. Paul. The lecture series honors Professor Emeritus Willard Cochrane, a longtime faculty 

member in the department of applied economics at the University of Minnesota and farm policy advisor to 

President John F. Kennedy. 

Von Braun, director general of the International Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI) in Washington, D.C., 

will lecture on "Globalization of the Agri-Food System." 

The last 25 years have seen dramatic changes in the production, transport, logistics and supply chain of the 

international food system. These technological and economic changes have wide-reaching implications for both 

rich and poor countries. With his extensive background in international agriculture and policy, von Braun will 

consider the importance of these trends for international food security. 

Von Braun, a native of Germany, joined the IFPRI as its director general in September 2002. Prior to that, he was 

director ofthe Center for Development Research, which he helped to found in 1997, at the University ofBonn, 

I Germany. Joachim headed the Department of Economics and Technical Change and was a professor in the 

Institute for Agricultural Policy. He was a member of the Technical Advisory Committee of the Consultative 

Group on International Agricultural Research. Before his position in Bonn, he held the Chair for Food Economics 

at the University ofKiel, Germany. 

His association with IFPRI includes seven years as a research fellow and three years as director of the Food 

' Consumption and Nutrition Division. Joachim has worked in developing countries for many years and is known 

' for his work on food security and mitigating and preventing famines. He has published widely in his various 

areas of expertise, including food trade and market reforms, the economics of bio-diversity and biotechnology in 

low-income countries and the relationship of development to governance, information, communications and 

employment. 

- more-
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Joachim was the president of the International Association of Agricultural Economists (IAAE) from 2000 to 

2003. 

Registration and additional information are available at www.apec.umn.edu/cochranelecture06 or by calling Elaine 

Reber with the department of applied economics at ( 612) 625-8713. 
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EXPERT TO TALK ABOUT USING ENVIRONMENTAL DESIGN TO PREVENT 
CRIME 

MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAUL-- The University ofMinnesota College of Design's Metropolitan Design Center 

and Center for Neighborhoods is hosting a speaker who will talk about Crime Prevention Through Environmental 

Design (CPTED) from 4:30 to 6:30p.m. Wednesday, Nov. 8 in Room 140 Nolte Hall, 315 Pillsbury Drive S.E., 

Minneapolis. 

Internationally renowned planner Wendy Sarkissian, of Sarkissian Associates Planners, Nimbin, Australia, will 

speak about CPTED. Sarkissian has been working in the areas of social planning and crime prevention since the 

1970s. Sarkissian will share examples of such design from Australia. 

Sarkissian is a dynamic speaker who brings a colorful palette of examples that demonstrate thoughtful support 

for better workplaces, better housing and planning, and more sustainable and collaborative communities. She is 

widely regarded as a leader in her profession and acclaimed as a humorous and thought-provoking speaker. 

Sarkissian is a fellow of the Planning Institute of Australia and a member of the International Board of Global 

\ Urban Development. She will offer some case studies on CPTED strategies in Australia, and share creative 

solutions with local community leaders. 

To RSVP or for more information, contact Gretchen Nicholls, Center for Neighborhoods, at (612) 339-3480 or 

visit www.center4neighborhoods.org 
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U OF M BOARD OF REGENTS TO TAKE ACTION ON BIENNIAL STATE BUDGET 
REQUESt AT MEETING THIS WEEK 

MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAUL -- The University of Minnesota Board of Regents will take action on the 

proposed $123 .4 million biennial budget request to the State of Minnesota at its monthly meeting this week, 

Thursday, Nov. 9 and Friday, Nov.lO. 

"This is a forward-looking budget that is designed to both protect our competitive position and make significant 

strides forward in several key areas that are central to Minnesota's economy and quality of life," President 

Robert Bruininks said. "We've worked hard to shape a budget that keeps tuition increases reasonable and enables 

us to make progress on our goal to become one of the best public research universities in the world." 

The board will also hold a work session to discuss the future ofUMore Park, the university's research center in 

Dakota County. The board authorized a strategic planning process for the property in November 2005. 

The schedule for the meeting is as follows: 

Thursday, Nov. 9 

8- 9:30a.m., Audit Committee, East Committee Room. University Chieflnformation Officer Steve Cawley will 

present on data security and privacy risk mitigation initiatives. General Counsel Mark Rotenberg and Director 

of Athletic Compliance Frank Kara will also discuss the university's athletics compliance program. 

9:45- 11:45 a.m., Board work session, East Committee Room. The board discusses the future ofUMore Park. 

1:30- 3:30p.m., Facilities Committee, WestiCommittee Room. Vice President ofUniversity Services Kathleen 

O'Brien and UMPD Chief of Police Greg Hestness will present on the university's public safety efforts. 

1 :30 - 3:30 p.m., Faculty, Staff and Student Affairs Committee, East Committee Room. An update to the 

- more -
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siudent conduct code will be discussed for action at the December meeting. Vice President of Human Resources 

Carol Carrier will also present the results of the latest PULSE Survey of U of M employee satisfaction. The 

committee will also take action on the appointment of Allen Levine as dean of the College of Food, Agricultural 

and Natural Resource Sciences. 

Friday, Nov. 10,2006 

9 a.m.- noon, Board of Regents, boardroom. The board will recognize outgoing Vice President for University 

Relations Linda Thrane and the new dean of the College of Education and Human Development Darlyne Bailey. 

Action will also be taken on the proposed 2008-09 state biennial budget request and the 2007 state capital 

request. The board will also review and take action on a resolution to certify to the Minnesota Department of 

Finance that the university has met specific statutory requirements necessary to receive state funds for the 

construction of TCF Bank Stadium. 

More information on the Board of Regents meeting can be found at www.umn.edu/regents. The Friday meeting 

will be webcast on that site beginning at 9 a.m. 

WHEN: Thursday, Nov. 9- Friday, Nov. 10 

WHERE: 600 McNamara Alumni Center, 200 Oak Street S.E., Minneapolis 
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COLLEGE OF DESIGN STUDENTS COMPETE IN REALITY-BASED "PROJECT 
HOLIDAY" CONTEST AT BACHMAN'S 

,.., Public gets to vote ,.., 

MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAUL-- Minnesota audiences need not turn on the TV to be involved in a reality show 

like "Project Runway," "American Idol," or "Design on a Dime." Members of the public get a chance to cast 

their ballot right here in Minneapolis for the best University of Minnesota student designed mannequin display 

for the much-anticipated Bachman's Holiday Atrium. 

Six U of M College of Design merchandising student teams have made it to the final challenge in a contest dubbed 

"Project Holiday." Originally, 12 teams battled for the chance to create something for the public display. Judges 

trimmed the teams to six in early October. The "Project Holiday" creations go on display today beginning with a 

reception for the student designers from 5:30 to 6:30p.m. Wednesday, Nov. 8, at Bachman's flagship store, 

6010 Lyndale Ave., Minneapolis. 

Bachman's, a major floral, gift and garden center based in Minneapolis, asked the retail merchandising students 

to present fashion with a holiday twist by showing and using products that Bachman's sells as part of holiday 

fashion. 

To complete the project, the teams were given a $250 budget to purchase fabric, trim, supplies and accessories. 

Students were told that the final design "should be over the top, but believable and wearable," said Kate Daly, 

the university research associate directing the project. 

' The students' designs should reflect style and elegance with a formal look such as evening wear. Daly has gotten 

a sneak peak of her students' work. 

, "Their displays are fantastic and creative," Daly said. "This project is really about how to integrate active 

learning in the classroom and into the community." 

- more -
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Customers will vote on their favorite display and the winning team members will each receive $200. A total of 51 

students are working on the projects. The six teams whose designs were not chosen for the display at the 

flagship story did not get voted out completely. Instead, they created alternative projects at other Bachman's 

locations to promote the Holiday Atrium at the flagship store. 
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U OF M CENTER FOR TRANSPORTATION STUDIES TO HOST SPEECH ABOUT 
FUTURE OF PUBLIC TRANSIT 

MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAUL --Nigel Wilson, professor of civil and environmental engineering at the 

Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT), will speak at the University of Minnesota Center for 

Transportation Studies (CTS) annual Fall Luncheon at noon, Tuesday, Nov. 14, in the Radisson Hotel 

Metrodome ballroom, 615 Washington Ave. S.E., Minneapolis. In his keynote presentation, "Realistic Public 

Transport Futures in an Uncertain World," Wilson will explore issues involving public transit. 

Wilson, who received his master's and a doctoral degrees from MIT, directs two major long-term research and 

education programs between MIT and major transit agencies: the Chicago Transit Authority and Transport for 

London. His research and teaching focuses on urban public transportation, including topics related to the 

operation, analysis, planning and management of transit systems. 

In addition to teaching MIT graduate subjects, Wilson also directs a one-week summer course at MIT on transit 

operations and service planning, which has served more than 300 mid-career transit planners and managers over 

the past 20 years. Wilson has served on four Transportation Research Board transit-related committees and is a 

past chair of the Committee on Transit Management and Performance. 

In his presentation, Wilson will offer his outlook for public transit. Some cities are experiencing falling ridership 

in decaying urban corridors and commuters dispersing across suburbs, while other indicators point to better 

times, such as new technologies that are improving operations and communications, and rising gas prices and 

environmental awareness that could spur greater support. 

The luncheon is open to the public. Cost is $30, $10 for students. For registration information, please contact 

Electra Sylva, (612) 624-3708, conferences5@cce.umn.edu. More information about the luncheon is online at 

www.cts.umn.edu/events/luncheon. 
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RUMSFELD'S RESIGNATION 

President Bush announced today that Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld is stepping down from his post. Is 

this a consequence ofRumsfeld's performance? Did the White House heed the military's calls for Rumsfeld's 

resignation? Or is this the first response to the election results? University of Minnesota experts ~ho can 

comment on Rumsfeld's resignation are: 

Jason Roberts, professor of political science, University of Minnesota 

Roberts says that this is the "first sign of effect of yesterday's election" and this is signaling that the people's 

voice has been heard by the White House. Roberts specializes in congressional elections. 

1 Colin Kahl, professor of political science, University of Minnesota 

Kahl can comment on Rumsfeld's handling of the war in Iraq and what else might have prompted the decision to 

have Rumsfeld step down. Kahl teaches courses in international relations, American foreign policy, and 

terrorism. He has recently completed a Council on Foreign Relations fellowship at the Department of Defense in 
1 Washington, D.C. and visited Bahgdad earlier this year doing research for the Department of Defense. 

To interview Roberts or Kahl, contact Asim Dorovic at (612) 624-0214 or dorovic@umn.edu; or Drew Swain at 

(612) 625-8962 or dswain@umn.edu. 

Expert Alert is a service provided by the University News Service. Delivered regularly, Expert Alert is designed 

to connect university experts to today's breaking news and current events. For an archive and other useful media 

services, visit www.unews.umn.edu. 
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LATE-LIFE LOVE TOPIC OF CONNIE GOLDMAN TALK AT U OF M VITAL AGING 
NETWORK FORUM, NOV. 14 

MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAUL-- Connie Goldman will discuss her new book, "Late-Life Love: Romance and 

New Relationships in Later Years," at the University of Minnesota Vital Aging Network's (VAN) November 

forum 10 a.m. to noon Tuesday, Nov. 14, Edina Community Education Center, Room 165,5701 Normandale 

Road, Edina. The forum is free and open to the public. 

"Late-Life Love" is based on Goldman's interviews with 22 couples in their 60s, 70s, 80s and 90s who have 

taken new partners in their later years. Part of a fast growing demographic of widows, widowers and older 

divorced adults, these couples shared their stories of love, companionship and intimacy with Goldman. 

Goldman is a public radio producer, writer and speaker. Connie was formerly on the staff of National Public 

Radio in Washington, D.C., where she hosted both the daily and weekend broadcasts ofNPR's news program 

"All Things Considered" and produced documentaries, art reports and feature stories. 

Twenty-five years ago, at the age of 50, she started to explore the positive aspects of aging in a culture that 

seems to be obsessed·with avoiding the aging process. Her explorations led to conversations with many famous 

public figures on a variety of issues related to aging, as well as collecting interviews with hundreds of what she's 

labeled, "extra-ordinary older persons." Through her public radio broadcasts and distribution of her audiotapes 

and books, Goldman creates listening and reading experiences that offer reflections on living life to the fullest in 

midlife and beyond. 

"Late-Life Love: Romance and New Relationships in Later Years (Fairview Press, $14.95), Goldman's fifth 

book, was just released and is available in bookstores and on Amazon. com. 

The Vital Aging Network is an affiliated program of the College of Continuing Education at the University of 

Minnesota. VAN promotes self-determination, community involvement, and personal enrichment for and with 
1 older adults through education and advocacy. For more information, see www.van.umn.edu. 
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'U OF M MOMENT' FEATURE LINKS FOR THE WEEK OF NOV. 13 

MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAUL-- "University of Minnesota Moment" radio features for the week of Monday, 

1 
Nov. 13, are available to Minnesota radio stations for free. 

The features are as follows: 

Monday, Nov. 13: "Children and Asthma" 

The number of children with asthma is increasing, but health professionals! are not sure why. Ian Greaves, a 

professor of environmental health sciences at the University of Minnesotat provides some insight. 

Fully produced :90 feature: http://blog.lib.umn.edu/urelate/radio/children ailergies.mp3 
-I 

' Raw audio: http:/ /blog.lib. umn.edu!urelate/radio/children _allergies _raw.mpf 

, Tuesday, Nov. 14: "Deer Hunting Season Food Safety Tips" 

Minnesota has a long and proud tradition of deer hunting. To keep it enjoyable and reduce the risk of foodborne 

I illness, hunters need to pay attention to how they field dress, transport, process and prepare the venison. Lou 

Ann Jopp, food science educator with the U of M Extension Service, says that especially when the weather is 

warm, the quality of the venison can be impacted quickly if it's not handled properly. 

Fully produced :90 feature: http://blog.lib.umn.edu/urelate/radio/venison_food_safety.mp3 

Raw audio: http://blog.lib.umn.edu/urelate/radio/venison_food_safety _raw.mp3 

Wednesday, Nov. 15: "The Evolution of Fungi" 

A recently published paper on the evolution of fungi, an unusual group of organisms, provides a new glimpse 

into evolution of life on Earth. David McLaughlin, professor of plant biology in the College of Biological 

Sciences and the paper's co-author, says that as early fungi made the evolutionary journey from water to land 

billions of years ago and branched off from animals, they shed tail-like :flagella that propelled them through their 

aquatic environment. 

Fully produced :90 feature: http:/ /blog.lib.umn.edu!urelate/radio/evolution _ fungi.mp3 

Raw audio: http:/ /blog.lib.umn.edu!urelate/radio/evolution _ fungi_raw.mp3 

~ Thursday, Nov. 16: "A Service-Based Economy and Global Warming" 

- more-
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The shift toward a service-based economy won't automatically reduce the amount of greenhouse gases in the air, 

a U of M researcher found. Sangwon Suh, an assistant professor in the bioproducts and biosystems engineering 

department, says his research contradicts assumptions about global warming often expressed by some 

economists and national policy experts. 

Fully produced :90 feature: http:/ /blog.lib.umn.edu/urelate/radio/global_ warming.mp3 

Raw audio: http:/ /blog.lib.umn.edu/urelate/radio/global_ warming_raw.mp3 

Friday, Nov. 17: "Beware of Fast Cash Loans" 

You need an extra $200 to get you through until pay day. A fast cash loan from a check casher or finance 

company is a quick, easy way to get it. Cindy Petersen, a family resource management educator with the U of M 

Extension Service, says check advances or fast cash loans are short-term and high-rate loans that come at a very 

high price. 

Fully produced :90 feature: http:/ /blog.lib.umn.edu/urelate/radio/fast_ cash _loans.mp3 

Raw audio: http:/ /blog.lib.umn.edu/urelate/radio/fast_ cash _loans _raw.mp3 

All of the features will be posted the day for which they are scheduled at http://blog.lib.umn.edu/urelate/radio/. 
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U OF M OUTLINES VISION FOR FUTURE OF UMORE PARK IN DAKOTA 
COUNTY 

MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAUL-- The University of Minnesota Board of Regents heard a recommendation today 

for the future of the university's 12-square mile property-- UMore Park-- near Rosemount in Dakota County. 

The vision, assembled by a steering committee of university and community members, calls for turning the land 

into a unique and vibrant new sustainable community, developed with the full research engagement of the 

university. 

"There are few universities and few regions of the country that have this kind of opportunity for 

forward-looking, research-based development," university President Robert Bruininks said. "We've only just 

begun to explore the options for this new community, but we're confident this effort will have a lasting impact 

on the quality oflife in Dakota County and our state." 

In November 2005, the board approved a strategic planning process for UMore Park and later provided guiding 

principles for the development of UMore Park. With the analyses on regional trends and demographics, site 

characteristics and natural resources, market research and stakeholder perspectives, generated by Sasaki 

Associates, a national consulting firm based in Boston, the university steering committee concluded that the 

university should develop a new sustainable community that benefits from the integration of university research, 

education and engagement. 

In addition to research and education benefits to the citizens of the proposed new community, the steering 

committee noted that: 

• Development of a new community would contribute to a vital regional economy 

• Enhance a university endowment that would support the academic mission in perpetuity, providing for 

academic investments generally not covered sufficiently by public sources 

"This is a rapidly growing part of the metropolitan area," said Charles Muscoplat, university vice president for 

statewide strategic resource development. "Selling the property might have short-term financial gain, but it 

- more-
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misses the huge opportunity we have with UMore Park. And waiting to develop the property until everything 

around it is developed minimizes our options and diminishes the opportunity." 

Muscoplat said the long-term vision for the new community is to leverage the innovation, knowledge creation 

and broad-based engagement of the university to develop a community focused on lifelong learning, healthy 

living, environmental sustainability and renewable energy. 

Local jurisdictions are in the midst of planning for future growth. The university planning should dovetail with 

its neighbors, he said. 

UMore Park is a 12-square mile site 25 miles south of the Twin Cities. The former site of Gopher Ordnance 

Works, the property was deeded to the university by the U.S. War Department in 1947. The university has 

used the property for a variety of research and educational functions. During the 2006 legislative session, the 

university agreed to transfer 2,840 of the 7,646 acres of UMore Park to the state of Minnesota for public use 

under joint management with the Department ofNatural Resources. 

For a full copy of the vision for UMore Park, visit www.umorepark.umn.edu. 
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UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA FLORAL DESIGN STUDENTS CREATE GRAVE 
BLANKET IN CELEBRATION OF DAY OF THE DEAD 

- Blanket on display in St. Paul Student Center through Nov. 16 -

University of Minnesota floral design students have created an historic grave blanket in honor of the Mexican "El 

Dia de los Muertos" (the Day of the Dead) celebration. The grave blanket is on display until Thursday, Nov. 16 

in the St. Paul Student Center, Harvest Room, adjacent to the main dining room, 2017 Buford Ave., St. Paul. 

Each year, horticulture instructor Neil Anderson has his students work together in teams to design and create 

historic grave blankets in honor of a specific event. 

This year, students used fresh and dried flowers, including Marigolds, as well as food in creating this floral 

tribute. Marigolds are native to Mexico and the United States, and are the traditional flower used to celebrate this 

holiday. 

Students worked in four groups, attaching various material onto potato gunnie sacks. The sack were then sown 

onto a continuous piece of chicken wire. Each group designed around a symbolic theme from the Day of the 

Dead: the harvest moon, a cross, a skull and an Aztec pyramid. 

Story Tips is a service provided by the University News Service. Delivered regularly, it provides unique story 

: ideas about U research, students and campus life. For an archive and other useful media services, visit 

www.unews.umn.edu. 
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RABBI MICHAEL LERNER, FOUNDER OF TIKKUN MAGAZINE, TO SPEAK AT 
THE UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA 

MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAUL-- Rabbi Michael Lerner, founder ofTikkun magazine, will speak at the University 

of Minnesota at 7 p.m. Thursday, Nov. 16, in Ted Mann Concert Hall, 2128 Fourth St. S., Minneapolis. The 

talk is free and open to the public. 

In his talk, "The Spiritual Transformation of American Society," Rabbi Lerner will discuss the path to a 

progressive spiritual politics in an age of materialism and selfishness. Lerner proposes a universal spirituality and 

values not tied to any particular religion but foundational to all religions--recognizing that taking seriously the 

demand for love, caring, generosity, gratitude and celebration of the sacred in other human beings and in nature 

could actually lead to a social transformation. 

About Rabbi Lerner: 

Princeton professor Cornel West describes Rabbi Lerner as "the most significant prophetic public intellectual 

and spiritual leader of our generation." J. Edgar Hoover, when announcing Lerner's indictment as one of the 

Seattle Seven for organizing anti-war demonstrations, described him as "one of the most dangerous criminals in 

America." In 2001, Rabbi Lerner was awarded a special PEN Award for his stance in breaking the censorship 

that effectively exists around Israel-Palestinian matters in the U.S. media. Lerner is editor ofTikkun Magazine: A 

Bimonthly Jewish Critique of Politics, Culture and Society. In 2002, he founded the Network of Spiritual 

Progressives, an international interfaith organization dedicated to peace, justice, nonviolence, generosity, caring, 

love and compassion which he chairs with Cornel West and Sister Joan Chittister. Lerner is the author of eleven 

books including,"Healing Israel/Palestine" and the New York Times best-seller "The Left Hand of God: Taking 

Back our Country from the Religious Right." 

Rabbi Lerner is available for phone interviews on Nov. 13 and 14, and in Minneapolis on Nov. 16 and 17. 
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U OF M TO SEEK $123.4 MILLION IN STATE BIENNIAL BUDGET REQUEST 

MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAUL-- The University of Minnesota Board ofRegents approved a $123.4 million 

biennial budget request to the State of Minnesota at its meeting today. 

"The University of Minnesota is central to our state's economy and quality oflife," Chair Anthony Baraga said. 

"This is a responsible request that will maintain and improve the university's competitive position as we work 

to become one of the world's top public research universities." 

The approved budget request, as part of a $192.3 million investment plan, asks for $123.4 million in state 

support, provides $23 million through internal reallocations and generates the remaining $45.9 million through a 

4.5 percent tuition increase for each of the next two years- one of the most modest tuition increases in recent 

history. More information on the biennial budget request can be found at www.umn.edu/urelate/govrel. 

In other action, the board approved a resolution providing certification to the state of Minnesota regarding the 

financing of TCF Bank Stadium. The certification was required under the stadium legislation passed by the 

Legislature in 2006. The board also approved the appointment of Allen Levine as dean of the College of Food, 

Agricultural and Natural Resource Sciences. A revised student conduct code was reviewed at this month's 

meeting and the board will take action on the matter at its December meeting. 

: More information on the Board of Regents meeting can be found at www.umn.edu/regents . 
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U OF M OPENS "FRONT DOOR" TO BUSINESS BY CREATING THE ACADEMIC 
AND CORPORATE RELATIONS CENTER AND LAUNCHING A WEB SITE 

MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAUL-- The University of Minnesota today announced the launch of the Academic and 

Corporate Relations Center (ACRC) Web site. The site offers easy access to the university's vast array of 

resources of interest to business and industry. The ACRC was created based on feedback and input from 

business leaders around the state. The ACRC Web site can be accessed by going to www.business.umn.edu. 

"Businesses have told us they want to hire our graduates, take advantage of our continuing education 

opportunities and connect with our faculty and centers of expertise," said Dick Sommerstad, director of ACRC. 

"We provide a convenient, efficient single point of access -- a "front door" businesses can use to connect with 

the University of Minnesota. We are here to connect businesses to university resources, assets and expertise to 

our partners in the business community." 

! ACRC offers the following services: 

• Concierge services: ACRC staff provide a one-stop shop for information and contacts within the university to 

rapidly respond to questions from businesses and connect them to people who can help. (Contact Concierge 

services toll free at (866) 436-0012 or (612) 626-3438 or at frontdoor@umn.edu.) 

• Relationship managers: ACRC relationship managers each handle approximately 25 "target accounts" made up 

of small, medium and large companies, trade associations and nonprofits. The managers work with their accounts 

to help connect them to university resources. 

• Web site: The ACRC's Web interface provides a valuable information resource to businesses, putting useful 

information at their fingertips. 

• Workshops and events: ACRC coordinates workshops for businesses around areas of research at the 

, university. For example, on Nov. 21, ACRC is hosting a workshop for companies and others interested in digital 

technology, one ofthe university's research strengths. 

- more-
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technology, one of the university's research strengths. 

"We want to strengthen our ties with our partners in the private sector. That's a key element in our plans to 

create one ofthe top public research universities in the world out of what is already a great institution," said 

university President Robert Bruininks. "I encourage the business community to use our "front door" as another 

tool to help us work together as we strengthen our community and grow our economy." 

For more information about ACRC go to www.business.umn.edu or contact Dick Sommerstad at (612) 625-8352 

or somme024@umn.edu. 
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NATIVE AMERICAN HERITAGE CELEBRATION AT THE U OF M HUMPHREY 
INSTITUTE 

MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAUL -- The University of Minnesota Humphrey Institute of Public Affairs will 

celebrate Native American heritage month with several events Nov. 20 and 21 at the Humphrey Institute, 301 

19th Ave. S., Minneapolis. 

The programs will feature leaders from the Apache Tribe of Oklahoma (members ofthe Chalepah family) who 

will talk about their governance structure and culture and perform traditional tribal music with local students. 

The events are scheduled as follows: 

12:45-3 p.m. Monday, Nov. 20 (HHH room 25): Alonzo Chalepah, chairman ofthe Apache Tribe of Oklahoma, 

his brother Richard Chalepah, a headsman in the Native American church and other family members will speak 

about their Native American heritage. The discussion will focus on sovereignty and the Apache Tribe of 

Oklahoma's efforts to reform its constitution. 

1 1':30 a.m.-2 p.m. Tuesday, Nov. 21 (HHH atrium): The Chalepah family will perform traditional Native 

American music with students from Minneapolis Circle School. Lunch will be served from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 

I p.m. 

2-3 p.m. Tuesday, Nov. 21 (HHH room 25): Richard Chalepah will reflect on his experiences as a headsman in 

the Native American Church and will talk about his efforts to provide chemical dependency treatment for Indian 

people in Southwest Oklahoma. 

All are invited to attend these free events sponsored by the Humphrey Institute, the Public Affairs Student 

, Association, and the Public and Nonprofit Leadership Center. For more information about the Apache Tribe of 

Oklahoma and the Chalepah family, contact Humphrey Institute program director Gary DeCramer at (612) 

625-3458 or gdecramer@umn.edu. 
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TOM KINGSTON, PRESIDENT OF ONE OF THE LARGEST PUBLIC CHARITIES 
IN MINNESOTA, TO DISCUSS THE "THREE DISCIPLINES" OF SUCCESSFUL 

NONPROFITS AT THE U OF M 

MTI\INEAPOLIS I ST. PAUL-- Tom Kingston, president of the Amherst H. Wilder Foundation, will speak at 

the University of Minnesota's Carlson School of Management First Tuesday luncheon at 11:30 a.m. Tuesday, 

Dec. 5, at the McNamara Alumni Center, 200 Oak St. S.E., Minneapolis. 

In Minnesota, nonprofits have annual revenues of$30 billion dollars and comprise 10 percent ofthe state's 

workforce. Nationally, nonprofit employment is estimated to be larger than the transportation, agriculture, 

finance and insurance sectors. In the Twin Cities, it can be argued that every person has been or will be touched 

in some way by a nonprofit. 

Over the last decade, this market place has been challenged by a combination of increased demand for services, 

less government support, difficult access to capital, a shifting economy and changing community values. 

Kingston will share his observations on the importance ofthis sector, its current status and the three disciplines 

that are crucial for a successful nonprofit. 

The Wilder Foundation is a nonprofit health and human services organization that has served the greater Saint 

Paul, Minnesota area since 1906. The Foundation currently employs 650 people and has an annual operating 

budget of $45 million. Today, the Foundation operates more than 70 programs and services that help children 

succeed in school, troubled youth and families create healthy futures, individuals and families maintain long-term 

housing, and older adults remain independent. Tom Kingston has been an employee of the Wilder Foundation for 

26 years and its president since 1990. 

Each month the First Tuesday luncheon draws around 300 local business leaders, Carlson School alumni, 

students and educators, who hear from the leading business voices on today's economy. 

Advance registration by Nov. 30 is $23 and $28 for walk-ins, but space is limited. The fee includes lunch and 

parking in the Washington Avenue Ramp. Register by calling (612) 626-9634, visiting 

- more-
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parking in the Washington Avenue Ramp. Register by calling (612) 626-9634, visiting 

www.carlsonschool.umn.edu/events, or by e-mail atfirsttuesday@csom.umn.edu. 

WHO: Tom Kingston, president, Amherst H. Wilder Foundation 

WHEN: 11:30 a.m.- 1 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 5 

WHERE: McNamara Alumni Center, University of Minnesota, 200 Oak Street S.E., Minneapolis 
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BRUININKS OUTLINES FUTURE OF UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA ROCHESTER 
ON THURSDAY 

MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAULUniversity of Minnesota President Robert Bruininks will visit Rochester on 

Thursday to outline progress and a future vision for the University of Minnesota Rochester to the Rochester 

Higher Education Development Committee (RHEDC) and also to address the local Rotary club. 

"The University of Minnesota has a strong and productive presence in Rochester and southeastern Minnesota," 

Bruininks said. "Through the University of Minnesota Rochester, we'll build on that presence, and continue to 

leverage the many assets and broad expertise available in the region. We're grateful for the resources the 

Rochester community is putting forward for this expansion, and we're eager to share what we see as the next 

steps." 

Bruininks' schedule on Thursday, Nov. 16, is as follows: 

i 7 - 9 a.m. Speak to the Rochester Higher Education Development Committee, Edina Realty Rochester, 

1301 Salem Road S.W., Rochester, Minn. 

9:30 - 10 a.m. Media availability 

Noon- 1:30 p.m. Speak to the Rochester Rotary Club, Kahler Grand Hotel, Heritage Hall, 20 Second Ave. 

S.W., Rochester, Minn. 

WHEN: Thursday, Nov. 16, 2006 
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U OF M INTERIOR DESIGN STUDENTS CREATE CONCEPTS FOR 
RENOVATION OF HISTORIC PARKWAY THEATER IN SOUTH MINNEAPOLIS 

MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAUL-- Thirty-four senior interior design students from the University of Minnesota's 

College of Design are working on a redesign of the historic Parkway Theater in South Minneapolis. 

Under the direction of assistant professor Caren Martin and lecturer Michael English, Interior Design Studio 7 

students have been working in teams since early October to create their design solutions. They will make final 

presentations from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. Tuesday, Nov. 21 at the Parkway Theater, 4814 Chicago Ave. S., 

Minneapolis. The public is welcome. Minneapolis Mayor R.T. Rybak and members of the Minneapolis 

Neighborhood Revitalization Program are expected to attend. 

The Parkway building was designed in 1931 with a Spanish/Moorish facade, but it is not apparent if that facade 

design was actually built, or another design was used, Martin said. Over the years, it has undergone several 

renovations and the current exterior is in poor condition and the marquee has water damage. The interior of the 

' building was renovated in stages, and currently is mismatched and in need of repair. 

"The students are working on conceptual designs for both the exterior facade and interior space that will 

accommodate changes the owner has identified to make the theater a performing arts and event center, a venue for 

both film and live entertainment and private events," Martin said. "The creation of appropriate design solutions 

will address the theater's name, aesthetics and function, in addition to meeting requirements of the building code 

and accessibility for this type of space." 

Parkway's new owner, Joe Senkyr Minjares, who owns the nearby Mexican American Restaurant, Pepitos, 

plans on using these design concepts as a springboard to discussions regarding his plans for renovating the 

theater. For more information, go to the Web site at www.theparkwaytheater.com. 
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UNIQUE MATH EDUCATION APPROACH STUDIED BY THE U OF M COULD 
IMPROVE POOR MATH SCORES IN MINNESOTA 

- Only 32 percent of state's high schoolers proficient in math -

MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAUL-- Enhancing math instruction in high school career technical education 

classes is one of the ways schools could improve math scores in Minnesota, according to a study 
led by the University of Minnesota. In light of low state test scores release today, educators 
throughout the state are looking for ways to improve students proficiency in math. Only 32 
percent of the state's high schoolers performed proficiently on the math tests. 

U of M researchers have found that high school students who took vocational education classes 
with enhanced mathematics instruction performed significantly better on standardized math tests 
than students in a control group. 

The results of this study could have profound impact on schools and their curriculum for 
vocational education classes, which are now called Career and Technical Education (CTE) classes, 
said James Stone III, U of M professor and director of the National Research Center for Career 
and Technical Education (NRCCTE). The U.S. Department of Education's Office of Vocational and 
Adult Education funded the study, titled "Building Academic Skills in Context: Testing the Value 
of Enhanced Math Learning in Career and Technical Education." 

The experimental study, which was conducted during the 2004-2005 school year, involved more 
than 3,000 students in nine states. It was designed to test a model for enhancing math 
instruction in CTE courses emphasizing the math that is already embedded in the CTE 
curriculum. CTE teachers assigned to the control group used the traditional curriculum while CTE 
teachers in the experimental group partnered with math teachers to create a math enhanced 
CTE curriculum. Students were pre-tested on their math skills at the beginning of the year and 
post-tested at the end of the year. 

"The study found that schools could have a significant effect on students' grasp of mathematics 
without investing enormous amounts of time," Stone said. Teachers spent about 10 percent of 
classroom instructional time teaching the enhance CTE lessons. To learn how to enhance the 
embedded math, teachers spent five days in the summer at a professional development 
workshop to learn the pedagogy and create their lessons, then five more days during the course 
of the year develop new lessons and to refine existing ones. 

"When we examined the test results of students in our study, the experimental kids significantly 

- more-
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outperformed the control kids," Stone said. 

It is important for schools to acknowledge the amount of mathematics that exists within CTE 
classes and to enhance instruction in context, because many high school students do not have 
the math skills necessary for today's jobs and college entrance requirements, Stone said. 

"Our goal was to help kids master the math necessary for them to be successful in their work 
arena and not decrease their technical skills. But, it also improved their achievement on math 
tests," Stone said. 

In the researchers' model for improving math skills, they simply emphasized the math already 
within the curriculum. Teachers worked to make math more explicit in a meaningful context. 
That means that the math usually found in textbooks is applied in real-life situations in their 
CTE classes. For example, in a building trades class, they will use the Pythagorean theorem as 
they construct a building. 

A key to the enhanced math success involved teacher professional development workshops and 
the partnering of CTE teachers and math teachers to create their own enhanced lessons. 

Other researchers involved in the study were: Corinne Alfeld, deputy director for research; Donna 
Pearson, deputy director for professional development; Morgan Lewis, research associate, and 
Susan Jensen, graduate research assistant. 

The final report is available at http://www.nccte.org/mathStudy/index.aspx. 

Story Tips is a service provided by the University News Service. Delivered regularly, it provides unique 
story ideas about U research, students and campus life. For an archive and other useful media 

services, visit www.unews.umn.edu. 
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NEW BOOK BY U OF M HISTORIAN EXPOSES TURKEY'S ROLE IN ARMENIAN 
GENOCIDE 

MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAUL -- Taner Ak<;am, a University of Minnesota visiting professor of history, 

has written a new book exposing the intent of the Ottoman Turks in carrying out the 1915 
genocide against the Armenians. "A Shameful Act: The Armenian Genocide and the Question of 
Turkish Responsibility" makes unique, groundbreaking use of Turkish, European and American 
records in telling the full story of how and why the Ottoman-Turkish Government attempted to 
exterminate their Armenian citizens. Ak<;am will discuss his new book with U of M department of 
history chair Eric Weitz at 7:30 p.m. Wednesday, Nov. 29, in Room 125 of the Nolte Center, 315 
Pillsbury Dr. S.E., ,Minneapolis. This event is free and open to the public. 

The first Turkish scholar to use the word "genocide" when describing the annihilation of the 
Armenians in 1915 and the first scholar of any nationality to uncover the significant evidence, 
Ak<;am follows the chain of events which led to the killings and reconstructs their systematic 
orchestration by government officials, civil servants, party loyalists, state-run militias, and the 
army. Piecing together the story through meticulous research and an array of previously unseen 
documents, Ak<;am also investigates the postwar efforts to bring the perpetrators to justice and 
articulates why they failed. 

"A Shameful Act" .is released at a critical time, when Turkey's past is affecting their application to 
join the European Union, and France is considering a law making denial of the Armenian 
genocide a crime. 

About Taner Ak~am 
Sociologist and historian Taner Ak<;am was born in the province of Ardahan, Turkey, in 1953. He 
became interested in Turkish politics at an early age. As the editor in chief of a student political 
journal, he was arrested in 1976 and sentenced to 10 years imprisonment. Amnesty 
International adopted him as one of their first prisoners of conscience, and a year later he 
escaped by digging a tunnel with a stove leg and fled to Germany, where he received political 
asylum. 

In 1988, Ak<;am began work as a research scientist at the Hamburg Institute for Social Research. 
While researching the late Ottoman Empire and early Republic, especially the history of political 
violence and torture in Turkey, he became interested in the Armenian genocide. In 1996 he 
received his doctorate from the University of Hanover with a dissertation entitled The Turkish 
National Movement and the Armenian Genocide Against the Background of the Military Tribunals 
in Istanbul Between 1919 and 1922. Since 2002 he has been a visiting associate professor of 

- more-
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in 'rstanbul Between 1919 and 1922. Since 2002 he has been a visiting associate professor of 
history at the University of Minnesota. He is generally considered the first Turkish scholar to use 
the word "genocide" when describing what happened to the Armenians in 1915. 

Akc;am is the author of 10 books and numerous articles in Turkish, German, English and other 
languages. "Dialogue Across an International Divide: Essays Towards a Turkish-Armenian 
Dialogue" has been translated into Hebrew. "A Shameful Act: The Armenian Genocide and the 
Question of Turkish Responsibility" will also be translated into Italian, Polish, and French. 

WHO: 

history 

WHAT: 

WHEN: 

WHERE: 

Professor Taner Ak9am with professor Eric Weitz, University of Minnesota department of 

"A Shameful Act" book discussion on Armenian genocide 

7:30P.M. Wednesday, Nov. 29 

125 Nolte Center, 315 Pillsbury Dr. S.E., Minneapolis 

Additional event: Dec. 11, 7 p.m. at Borders Bookstore, 1390 W. University 
Ave., St. Paul. 
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U OF M CENTER FOR INTEGRATIVE LEADERSHIP PRESENTS "HOW 
INTEGRATIVE LEADERSHIP IN THE ARTS FOSTERS COMMUNITY 

REGENERATION" 

MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAUL How can leaders use art to rebuild communities? The seminar, "How Integrative 

Leadership in the Arts Fosters Community Regeneration," will be held from 3:30p.m. to 5:30p.m. Thursday, 

Dec. 7, in Thrust Theater at Rarig Center, 330 21st Ave. S., Minneapolis. 

A panel discussion will feature Joe Dowling, director, Guthrie Theatre; Jack Reuler, director, Mixed Blood 

Theatre; and Ann Markusen, professor, Humphrey Institute of Public Affairs. 

The seminar is the third in a series sponsored by the newly formed Center for Integrative Leadership, a 

university-wide initiative to examine complex leadership issues. The center is the first of its kind in the country 

and is jointly managed by the Carlson School ofManagement and the Humphrey Institute of Public Affairs. 

The event is free and open to the public, but seating is limited. A reception will follow. Please RSVP by Dec. 5 

to Sara Radjenovic at radje002@umn.edu. 

WHEN: 3:30- 5:30p.m., Thursday, Dec. 7 

WHERE: Thrust Theater, Rarig Center, 330 21st Ave. S., Minneapolis 
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U OF M STUDENT KATIE LEE NAMED RHODES SCHOLAR 

MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAUL-- Katie N. Lee, an honors senior at the University of Minnesota majoring in 

biochemistry and chemistry, has been named one of 32 U.S. Rhodes Scholars for 2007. The scholarships, which 

are the oldest and best known award for international study, cover two to three years of degree courses at Oxford 

University. A total of 85 scholars were named worldwide. 

"I was very honored to receive the Rhodes Scholarship," said Lee. "I am very excited to begin my graduate 

studies at the University of Oxford." 

Lee is completing a degree in biochemistry from the College of Biological Sciences and a degree in chemistry from 

the Institute of Technology. She plans to earn a doctoral degree in biochemistry at Oxford and to pursue a career 

in academic medicine as a physician scientist. 

Just a week ago Lee was offered a Marshall Scholarship to study at Oxford. She will decline the Marshall 

Scholarship to accept the Rhodes Scholarship. 

Lee became a full-time student at the University of Minnesota when she was only 15 and still in high school. An 

accomplished musician, she has studied violin for 19 years and has been concertmistress for the University of 

Minnesota Campus Orchestra. 

, "The world of music taught me dedication, persistence and the importance of thoughtful collaboration," Lee said. 

"This has guided me as I perform biomedical research." 

Lee, 21, could have graduated from the university early, but decided to pursue dual degrees in biochemistry and 

, chemistry and gain research experience. She has done research at the university on lupus, an autoimmune disease, 

and on the metabolism of nicotine, the addictive chemical in tobacco. For the past two summers she has 

' conducted research at Harvard Medical School on the human papillomavirus, a cause of cervical cancer. At 

Oxford, she plans to perform cancer research. 

- more-
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"In addition to her superb work in both the classroom and the research laboratory, Katie is a delightful person," 

said Paul Siliciano, director of undergraduate studies for biochemistry. "She is modest, sincere and volunteers her 

time to help other students. Although she likes to talk about music, she does not let on that she is 

concertmistress of the University of Minnesota Student Orchestra and an award winning violin player." 

Lee will graduate in May 2007 and begin her studies at Oxford that fall. She has received numerous scholarships, 
1 awards and honors while at the University of Minnesota. They include a two-year Barry M. Goldwater 

Scholarship, for outstanding undergraduates who intend to pursue research-oriented careers in the sciences; and a 

Maroon and Gold Leadership Award, a four-year academic scholarship. 

: "We are thrilled for Katie and very proud to have helped her to achieve this honor," said Robert Elde, dean of the 

College of Biological Sciences. 

Lee was one of 900 Rhodes Scholarship applicants endorsed by 340 colleges and universities in the United 

States. Criteria for the scholarships, which were established in 1902 by British philanthropist Cecil Rhodes, are 

high academic achievement, integrity of character, a spirit of unselfishness, respect for others, potential for 

leadership and physical vigor. The value of the scholarship is approximately $45,000 per year. 

Lee, a resident of Bloomington, is the daughter of surgeon Joe Lee and attorney Patricia Lee. She has one brother, 

Austin, who has signed a letter of intent to play hockey at Minnesota State University, Mankato. He will enroll 

there in 2007 as an honors science and technology student majoring in engineering. 

1 
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U OF M CONFERENCE TO HIGHLIGHT FUTURE OF RENEWABLE ENERGY 

MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAUL-- The third annual University of Minnesota Initiative for Renewable Energy and 

the Environment (IREE) Research Symposium will take place at the McNamara Alumni Center, 200 Oak St. 

S.E., Minneapolis, from 8:30a.m. to 2:30p.m. Tuesday, Nov. 28. The event is an opportunity for university 

faculty and researchers to showcase ground breaking new work in the areas of renewable energy and the 

environment. The event is free and open to the public. 

"We are at the crossroads," said IREE director Dick Hemmingsen. "The energy systems of the past are being 

rapidly replaced by the renewable energy technologies of the future. University of Minnesota researchers are 

leading this transition." 

The conference will showcase IREE accomplishments over the past year through a poster session featuring over 

70 IREE-funded projects. Don Shelby, WCCO-TV news anchor, will give the keynote address. Edward Garvey, 

deputy commissioner for the energy and telecommunications division of the Minnesota Department of 

Commerce, will spea}<. on Minnesota's 25/25 initiative. Gov. Tim Pawlenty's 2006 State of the State address set 

Minnesota on a course to have 25 percent of its energy come from renewable sources by the year 2025. 

1 University of Minnesota Regents Professor David Tilman will give the capnote address. 

The faculty presentations will include: 

• Nanowire and Nanoparticle Based Solar Cells 

• Biofuels Research at the U of M Center for Diesel Research 

• Terrestrial Carbon Sequestration 

• Genetic Improvement of Woody Crops and the Potential Role of Energy Crops 

• The Potential of Electrons from Bacteria 

The University of Minnesota's Initiative for Renewable Energy and the Environment (IREE) addresses the 

i urgent need to reduce our state and nation's dependence on non-renewable energy, fossil fuel-based sources of 

energy and products and to improve the health and sustainability of our global ecosystems. 

- more-
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Since its inception in 2003, IREE has funded more than 100 renewable energy-related projects involving over 225 

faculty, research scientists and students at the University of Minnesota. These researchers come from six 

colleges on the Twin Cities campus, the four coordinate campuses and three research and outreach centers. 

For more information about IREE, visit www.iree.umn.edu. 
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U OF M CHICANO STUDIES TO SPEARHEAD EFFORTS ON LATINOS IN 
HIGHER EDUCATION AND MEDIA 

,., Launch of Minnesota Network of Latinos in Higher Education and Minnesotano Media 
Empowerment Project ,., 

MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAUL-- The University ofMinnesota department of Chicano studies will sponsor a 

i two-part symposium from noon to 5 p.m. Friday, Dec. 1 and again at 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 2 at the 

Humphrey Institute of Public Affairs, 301 19th Ave. S., Minneapolis, to empower Latinos in Minnesota 

through higher education and media savvy. Through a grant of$171,000 from the Otto Bremer Foundation, the 

department will foster a new statewide network of Latinos in higher education and create a Latino media project, 

both to be launched during the conference. This event is free, but registration is required. Please visit 

www.chicano.umn.edu. 

The initial meeting of Minnesota Network of Latinos in Higher Education will take place on Friday, Dec. 1. This 

emerging group brings together Latinos at all levels ofhigher education, including faculty, students, 

administrators and staff. Their chief goal is to support, promote and advocate for Latino success and 

advancement in higher education. Key issues of interest to Latino faculty and students include access to higher 

education in the face of rising tuition, diversity of faculty, passage of the Dream Act, curriculum, policies that are 

friendly to the Latino community and others. 

The Dec. 2 symposium is the first event of the Minnesotano Media Empowerment Project, developed in 

response to the critical lack of adequate, accurate and unbiased media coverage on issues and information relevant 

to Latinos in Minnesota. The goals of this project are twofold: to provide the Latino community with the savvy 

to use the media to tell their own stories, and to provide journalists with sufficient depth and scope about issues 

that affect or are driven by the Latino community. To reach those goals, the symposium will bring together 

professional journalists, students, faculty and community members. The symposium will feature workshops 

that will investigate voids in coverage, increasing media awareness and production within communities, youth 

media outreach and a panel discussion by local Latino journalists. 

In addition, 30 volunteer media monitors, have been capturing media mentions of the Latino community 

- more-
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throughout Minnesota. Preliminary findings based on this data will be presented at the symposium. 

"We believe that this investment to build action-oriented networks among community members will pay large 

dividends for many years to come as we set an agenda that meets the education and communication needs of 

Latinos in Minnesota," said Louis Mendoza, chair of the department of Chicano studies. "Chicano studies is 

proud to play a catalytic role in this process and we are grateful to the Bremer Foundation for their support and 

vision." 

Mercedes Lynn de Uriarte, an award-winning journalist and professor from the University of Texas at Austin 

will give the Dec. 2 keynote address, "The Vanishing First Amendment: In Pursuit oflnclusion." De Uriarte is 

recognized as one of the nation's leading voices regarding Latinos and the media and has been a Fulbright scholar 

and a Kellogg Fellow. 

WHEN: Noon- 5 p.m. Friday, Dec. 1 and 9 a.m.- 3 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 2 

WHERE: U ofM Humphrey Institute for Public Affairs, 301 19th Ave. S., west bank campus 

Minneapolis 
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VIRGINIA TILLEY, AUTHOR OF "RETHINKING THE MIDDLE EAST CONFLICT: 
THE ONE-STATE SOLUTION," TO SPEAK AT U OF M 

MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAUL-- Virginia Tilley, author of"The One-State Solution: A Breakthrough Plan for 

Peace in the Israeli-Palestinian Debate" (University of Michigan Press), will speak at noon Wednesday, Nov. 29 

in Room 235 of Blegen Hall, 269 19th Ave. S., Minneapolis. 

"The One-State Solution" claims that Israeli settlements have already encroached on the occupied territory of the 

West Bank and the Gaza Strip to the extent that any Palestinian state in those areas is unviable. It discusses the 

irreversible impact of Israel's settlement grid by summarizing its physical, demographic, financial and political 

dimensions. Tilley contends that this grid will not be withdrawn -- or its expansion reversed -- by reviewing the 

role of the key political actors: the Israeli government, the United States, the Arab states and the European 

Union. The book also addresses the obstacles to a one-state solution and offers some ideas about how those 

obstacles might be addressed. 

Tilley is a chief research specialist in the Democracy and Governance Research Program of Human Sciences 

Research Council (HSRC) of South Africa. She holds a master's degree from the Center for Contemporary Arab 

Studies at Georgetown University, and a doctoral degree in political science from the University of Wisconsin, 
1 Madison. Before joining the HSRC in January 2006, she was senior visiting fellow at the Centre for Policy 

Studies in Johannesburg. She is on extended research leave from Hobart and William Smith Colleges, where she 

holds a tenured position as associate professor of political science and serves as co-director of the international 

relations program. 

1 Tilley is available for phone interviews prior to her engagement in Minneapolis. 
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HUMAN RIGHTS FILM SERIES SCREENS FILM THAT TELLS THE STORY OF THE 
IMMIGRATION CRISIS 

MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAUL-- Minnesota Advocates for Human Rights and the University of Minnesota 

Human Rights Center will feature a screening of the documentary film "Crossing Arizona," followed by a panel 

discussion from 7 to 9:15p.m. Friday, Dec. 8 in Room 25 at the University of Minnesota Law School, 229 19th 

Ave. S., Minneapolis. The event is free and open to the public. 

With Americans on all sides of the immigration debate up in arms, and Congress embroiled in a 

knock-down-drag-out policy battle over how to move forward, the film "Crossing Arizona" tells the story of 

how lawmakers and Americans have gotten to where they are today in the debate over immigration. 

"Crossing Arizona" is the only film that tells the story of how we got where we are today through an intimate 

and far reaching look at the debate as it has developed over two years at its hottest point -- along the 

Arizona/Sonora border-- providing context and depth to the news headlines. Heightened security along the Texas 

and California borders funnels an estimated 4,500 undocumented migrants, most traveling on foot, into remote 

sectors of the Arizona desert on a daily basis. The perilous journey, which can take up to four days, has led to 

the deaths of thousands of migrants. The influx of migrants and the rising death toll has elicited impassioned 

responses and complicated feelings about human rights, culture, class and national security. Through the eyes of 

frustrated ranchers, local activists, desperate migrants and the Minutemen (the Minutemen are a self-described 

citizen watchdog group whose members patrol U.S. borders) who've become darlings of the national media, 

, "Crossing Arizona" reveals the surprising political stances people take when immigration and border policy fails 

everyone, according to Rainlake Productions, the film's producers. 

This film is the second showing in the Human Rights Center's 2006-2007 film series. Through screenings and 
1 panel discussions, the Human Rights Center brings experts and community members together to raise awareness, 

promote discussion and take action on issues affecting the human rights community in Minnesota, the United 

States and the world. 

Sponsors of this screening are Minnesota Advocates for Human Rights, the University of Minnesota Human 

- more-
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Sponsors of this screening are Minnesota Advocates for Human Rights, the University of Minnesota Human 

Rights Center and the Humphrey Fellowship Program. 
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U OF M SYMPOSIUM TO FOCUS ON ENVIRONMENTAL INNOVATIONS IN 
FREIGHT TRANSPORTATION 

MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAUL-- The University of Minnesota's Center for Transportation Studies (CTS) will 

host the lOth Annual Freight and Logistics Symposium from 7:30a.m -12:30 p.m. on Friday, Dec. 1, at the Four 

Points Sheraton Minneapolis Metrodome, 1330 Industrial Boulevard, Minneapolis. Cost to attend the 

symposium is $30 for participants and $1 0 for students. 

This year's symposium, "Greening the Supply Chain: Environmental Innovations in Freight Transportation," 

will focus on environmental innovations in freight transportation. Representatives from the business community, 

academia and the public sector will describe environmentally sensitive approaches currently in use, as well as 

discuss new directions and trends within the industry for "greening" the supply chain. 

Larry Lair, general manager of 3M's Traffic Safety Systems Division, will give the keynote presentation, 

focusing on how 3M's small changes in packaging methods and freight transport have had a major impact on the 

environment. 

Panel presentations will also address current industry directions and future scenarios for freight and the 

environment. Panelists include: Vince Sullivan, Port of Tacoma; Roger Poyer, manager, Hub and Facility 

Operations, Burlington Northern Sante Fe (BNSF) Railway; Buddy Polovick, chief shipper coordinator, U.S. 

Environmental Protection Agency; Jerry Nagel, president, Northern Great Plains, Inc.; David Kittelson, 

professor, department of mechanical engineering, University of Minnesota; Alfred Marcus, professor, Carlson 

School of Management, University of Minnesota and Bob Clarke, Truck Manufacturers Association. 

This event is sponsored by the CTS in cooperation with the Minnesota Department of Transportation, the 

Minnesota Freight Advisory Committee, the Council of Supply Chain Management Professionals and the 

Metropolitan Council. 

For more information and to register, go to www.cts.umn.edu/events/logsymposium, or contact Electra Sylva, 

- more-
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(612) 624-3708, conferences5@cce.umn.edu. 
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RESEARCHERS ASK AREA RESIDENTS WHO RECEIVED A 
TRANSPORTATION SURVEY TO COMPLETE IT 

MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAUL-- University of Minnesota researchers are conducting a study to help community 

leaders and transportation planners establish funding priorities that reflect local transportation needs. The 

researchers need area residents who received a regional transportation survey to respond by Wednesday, Nov. 

29. The survey assesses how local transportation options affect the quality of life in Minneapolis and its 

surrounding communities. 

The confidential survey, mailed to about 6,000 local residents last month, focuses on individual transportation 

habits and preferences, such as the frequency of travel modes and opinions about whether money should be 

spent to improve specific parts of the transportation system. The survey is part of an overall evaluation of the 

Nonmotorized Transportation Pilot Program (NTPP), funded by the transportation act passed by Congress last 

year. 

Survey recipients can still participate in this research study by returning their completed surveys by mail or fax. 

Respondents can also go online to take the survey by visiting surveys.nustats.com/start/nustats/nonmotor.html. 

For those who prefer to take the survey over the phone, they can call toll free, 1-877-261-4621. Researchers 

want to receive input by Wednesday, Nov. 29, so they can finish the study. 

The survey is conducted by NuStats, a survey research firm specializing in transportation research studies across 

the country. The evaluation work, led by the Center for Transportation Studies at the University of Minnesota, 

consists of the data-collection and analysis phases as well as several outreach activities. 

The pilot program provides funding to four communities including: Columbia, Missouri; Minneapolis; Marin 

County, California; and Sheboygan County, Wisconsin. The funding is designated for those communities to 

construct a network of nonmotorized transportation facilities. It also affords a unique learning opportunity for 

researchers and other communities. 

- more-
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The pilot communities will provide a living laboratory for research often called for, but rarely conducted, in 

policy circles. A before-and-after investigation will be done to demonstrate to other communities across the 

country the specific merits of investing in nonmotorized infrastructure. 

"It is very important that a careful protocol is followed to collect the data and analyze the data, so that 

researchers can communicate findings in order to cast a clear and compelling message to policy-makers, analysts 

and the public," says Kevin Krizek, survey leader and University of Minnesota associate professor. 

The project team, in conjunction with the Federal Highway Administration, will draft a final report for 

submission to Congress, focusing on changes that took place over a four-year period and describing lessons 

learned. 
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U OF M INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY HOSTS LECTURE ON THE FUTURE OF 
RENEWABLE ENERGY IN MINNESOTA 

MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAUL-- Will the Midwest become the new Middle East? A lecture by nationally 

renowned University of Minnesota energy researcher professor Lanny Schmidt will explore the future of 

renewable energy in Minnesota at 7 p.m. Tuesday, Nov. 28, in the Coffman Union Theater, 300 Washington 

Ave. S.E. Minneapolis. The lecture is sponsored by the university's Institute of Technology Alumni Society. 

The lecture -- "Renewable Energy for Minnesota: Does Renewable Energy Make Sense?" -- will highlight how 

Minnesota has the resources and the science and engineering base to make it the nation's leader in discovering and 

developing new energy sources. Schmidt, a Regents Professor of Chemical Engineering and Materials Science, 

will examine how the state's national resources could completely eliminate gasoline and diesel fuel using com and 

soy beans. In the longer term, Schmidt contends that other biomass sources and wastes will be used to generate 

renewable energy, but new technologies are needed to make these possible. 

Schmidt recently made headlines when he and his university colleagues invented a new process that could turn 

useless plant wastes, like sawdust and cornstalks, into useful fuels and chemicals. The work could significantly 

improve the efficiency of fuel production from renewable energy sources. The research is published in the Nov. 3 

issue of Science. Back in 2004, Schmidt drew global attention for developing a system to extract hydrogen from 

ethanol. 

The Institute of Technology is the University of Minnesota's college of engineering, physical sciences and 

mathematics. The college's public lecture series offers an opportunity for the public to learn about the latest 

scientific and engineering discoveries. 

WHEN: 7 p.m. Tuesday, Nov. 28 

WHERE: Coffman Union Theater, 300 Washington Ave. S.E., Minneapolis 



NEWS 
® 

UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Contacts: Dawn Skelly, Carlson School, (612) 624-8770 

University News Service 
0: 612-624-5551 • F: 612-626-9388 

unews@umn.edu • www.unews.umn.edu 

November 22, 2006 

CREATING THE PERFECT POWER SYSTEM: CARLSON SCHOOL'S JOSEPH M. 
JURAN CENTER TO PROVIDE QUALITY LEADERSHIP TRAINING FOR THE 

GALVIN ELECTRICITY INITIATIVE 

MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAUL-- The Joseph M. Juran Center for leadership in quality at the Carlson School of 

Management is facili~ating training for the Galvin Electricity Initiative. The eight-day training will be held Nov. 

28-Dec. 1 at the Carlson School and Jan. 16-19 in Chicago, Ill. The Galvin Electricity Initiative unites the 

nation's leading electricity experts and charges them with wholly re-imagining the nation's overburdened and 

outdated electric power system. 

"The Galvin Electricity Initiative is aiming at approaching perfect power from the inception of the industry, in 

an environment of partnerships and entrepreneurships," said Jim Buckman, co-director of the Juran Center. 

"This will be a real test of quality thinking." 

Building leadership is a critical part of the transformation process, Buckman said. The Galvin Electricity 

Initiative experts will learn leadership skills that will allow them to design their own quality deployment plans to 

meet the needs of an entirely new enterprise. Attendees will also learn the basics of Six Sigma and Lean, a quality 

management system focused on organizational waste. 

Robert Galvin, former Motorola chairman, founded the Galvin Electricity Initiative in 2005 in response to an 

August 2003 blackout, which left nearly 50 million people across the East Coast without power. The blackout 

exposed the weaknesses ofthe nation's power supply, which was largely built in the 1960s with technology 

from the 1950s. Power sags and blackouts cause approximately $150 billion in lost productivity each year. 

A leader in the quality management movement, Galvin doesn't believe that blackouts were inevitable, but that 

with innovation, leadership, and focus it is possible to build a power system that doesn't fail the consumer. 

The U.S. electric power system was not built to serve modern markets or to power a digital economy. Society is 

dependent on power for everything from healthcare to transportation to national security, but power outages 

occur during even minor storms. And in a world increasingly concerned about both greenhouse gases and 

- more-
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dependence on foreign oil, today's power system wastes two-thirds of the fuel it bums. 

The Galvin Electricity Initiative is led by Kurt Yeager, an internationally recognized energy expert. Yeager retired 

in 2004 as president of the Electric Power Research Institute, the business and technology think tank of the 

electric utility industry. 

For more information, call (612) 625-4554. 

WHO: Robert Galvin, former Motorola CEO and founder, Galvin Electricity Initiative 

WHAT: 

WHEN: 

WHERE: 

Juran Center helps create perfect power system 

Nov. 28 to Dec. 1 

Carlson School of Management, 321 19th Ave. S., Minneapolis 
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RESEARCHERS ASK AREA RESIDENTS WHO RECEIVED A 
TRANSPORTATION SURVEY TO COMPLETE IT BY NOV. 29 

MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAUL-- University of Minnesota researchers need area residents who received a regional 

transportation survey to respond to it by Wednesday, Nov. 29. The survey assesses how local transportation 

options affect the quality of life in a community. Study results will help Columbia community leaders and 

transportation planners establish funding priorities that reflect local transportation needs. 

The confidential survey, mailed to about 6,000 local residents last month, focuses on individual transportation 

habits and preferences, such as the frequency of travel modes and opinions about whether money should be 

spent to improve specific parts of the transportation system. The survey is part of an overall evaluation of the 

Nonmotorized Transportation Pilot Program (NTPP), funded by the transportation act passed by Congress last 

year. 

Survey recipients cari still participate in this ·~esearch study by returning their completed surveys by mail or fax. 

Respondents can also go online to take the survey by visiting surveys.nustats.com/start/nustats/nonmotor.html. 

For those who prefer to take the survey over the phone, they can call toll free, 1-877-261-4621. Researchers 

want to receive input by Wednesday, Nov. 29, so they can finish the study. 

The survey is conducted by NuStats, a survey research firm specializing in transportation research studies across 

the country. The evaluation work, led by the Center for Transportation Studies at the University of Minnesota, 

consists of the data-collection and analysis phases as well as several outreach activities. 

The pilot program provides funding to four communities including: Columbia; Minneapolis; Marin County, 

Calif.; and Sheboygan County, Wis .. The funding is designated for those communities to construct a network of 

nonmotorized transportation facilities. It also affords a unique learning opportunity for researchers and other 

communities. 

The pilot communities will provide a living laboratory for research often called for, but rarely conducted, in 

- more-
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policy circles. A before-and-after investigation will be done to demonstrate to other communities across the 

country the specific merits of investing in nonmotorized infrastructure. 

It is very important that a careful protocol is followed to collect the data and analyze the data, so that 

researchers can communicate findings in order to cast a clear and compelling message to policy-makers, analysts 

and the public, says Kevin Krizek, survey leader and University of Minnesota associate professor. 

The data will be used in a report for submission to Congress, focusing on changes that took place over a 

four-year period and describing lesions learned. 
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SURVEY HELPS SHEBOYGAN COUNTY IDENTIFY FUTURE TRANSPORTATION 
NEEDS 

- Researchers ask area resident who received a transportation survey to complete it by 
Wednesday, Nov. 29-

MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAUL-- University of Minnesota researchers need area residents who received a regional 

transportation survey to respond to it by Wednesday, Nov. 29. The survey assesses how local transportation 

options affect the quality of life in a community. Study results will help community leaders and transportation 

planners establish funding priorities that reflect local transportation needs. 

This survey is part of the Nonmotorized Transportation Pilot Program that includes Sheboygan County. The 

pilot program provides funding to four communities including: Columbia, Mo.; Minneapolis; Marin County, 

Calif.; and Sheboygan County, Wis. The funding is designated for those communities to construct a network of 

nonmotorized transportation facilities. A before-and-after investigation will be done to demonstrate to other 

communities across the country the specific merits of investing in nonmotorized infrastructure. 

The confidential survey, mailed to about 6,000 local residents last month, focuses on individual transportation 

habits and preferences, such as the frequency of travel modes and opinions about whether money should be 

spent to improve specific parts of the transportation system. The survey is part of an overall evaluation of the 

Nonmotorized Transportation Pilot Program (NTPP), funded by the transportation act passed by Congress last 

year. 

Survey recipients can still participate in this research study by returning their completed surveys by mail or fax. 

Respondents can also go online to take the survey by visiting surveys.nustats.com/start/nustats/nonmotor.html. 

For those who prefer to take the survey over the phone, they can call toll free, 1-877-261-4621. Researchers 

want to receive input by Wednesday, Nov. 29, so they can finish the study. 

The survey is conducted by NuStats, a survey research firm specializing in transportation research studies across 

the country. The evaluation work, led by the Center for Transportation Studies at the University of Minnesota, 

- more-
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consists of the data-collection and analysis phases as well as several outreach activities. 

It is very important that researchers collecting data on Sheboygan County resident's transportation choices have 

as much information as possible so they can communicate findings in a clear and compelling message to 

policy-makers, analysts and the public. 

The data will be used in a report for submission to Congress, focusing on changes that took place over a 

four-year period and describing lessons learned. 
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GLOBAL ENGAGEMENT AWARD TO BE PRESENTED TO THREE U OF M 
FACULTY AND STAFF 

MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAUL-- The University ofMinnesota's 2006 Award for Global Engagement will be 

presented to Zbigniew Bochniarz, Harry Lando, and Meredith McQuaid during an awards ceremony from 4:30 

to 6:30p.m. Thursday, Nov. 30 in the A.I. Johnson Great Room of the McNamara Alumni Center, 200 Oak St. 

S.E., Minneapolis. The all-university award is given to active and retired faculty and staff members in recognition 

of their outstanding contributions to global education and international programs in their field, discipline or in the 

university. This year's recipients are: 

• Zbigniew Bochniarz has worked throughout his career to increase the exchange of ideas, faculty, interns, 

curricula and students across cultures, borders, and oceans. A former senior fellow at the Humphrey Institute, 

Bochniarz's interests center on sustainable development of economies in transition. As director for the 

Humphrey Institute's Center for Nations in Transition for 12 years, he helped countries in Central and Eastern 

Europe move from a command to a market economy. 

• Harry Lando, professor in the university's School of Public Health, is one of the world's preeminent researchers 

in the area of tobacco prevention and control. He is also a valued teacher, mentor and colleague to many people in 

Minnesota and around the world. 

Lando has been active in the field of smoking cessation since 1969. His research focuses on global tobacco 

reduction issues, smoking intervention and public policy changes involving smoking. Lando has been an 

influential mentor and teacher both at the university and abroad. 

• Meredith McQuaid, associate dean of administration and international programs for the Law School, has made 

significant contributions to the expansion of global education and the creation of international programs at the 

university. Her many accomplishments include educational leadership, academic and global outreach programs, 

institution building, and teaching. Under McQuaid's leadership, both international and U.S. students have 

benefited from the expansion of the Law School's international exchange programs and its growing efforts in 

China. 

- more-
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China. 

The three recipients will receive an award sculpture designed by visual artist and U of M professor Thomas 

Rose, a monetary award and the title of Distinguished International Professor (faculty) or Distinguished Award 

for Global Engagement Recipient (staff). 

The award is sponsored by the Office of the Senior Vice President for System Academic Administration and 

administered by the Office of International Programs. 

More information about the award and the recipients is available at: 

www.international.umn.edu/awards/global/global.html 
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'U OF M MOMENT' FEATURE LINKS FOR THE WEEK OF NOV. 27 

MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAUL-- "University of Minnesota Moment" radio features for the week of Monday, 

Nov. 27, are available to Minnesota radio stations for free. 

The features are as follows: 

Monday, Nov. 27: "Pancreatic Cancer Awareness Month" 

November is Pancreatic Cancer Awareness Month. Kristin Anderson, an epidemiologist at the U ofM, explains 

what you should know about this disease. 

Fully produced :90 feature: http:/ /blog.lib.umn.edu/urelate/radio/pancreatic _ cancer.mp3 

Raw audio: http:/ /blog.lib.umn.edu/urelate/radio/pancreatic _cancer _raw.mp3 

Tuesday, Nov. 28: "Winter Heating Safety Tips" 

Furnaces and other heating equipment are the number one cause of home fires in the U.S. That makes safety the 

top priority when heating your home or cabin. Richard Stone, an educator in housing technology with the U of 

M Extension Service, says all Minnesota homeowners are strongly urged to have annual inspections of all 

combustion appliances. 

Fully produced :90 feature: http://blog.lib.umn.edu/urelate/radio/heating_safety.mp3 

Raw audio: http://blog.lib.umn.edu/urelate/radio/heating_safety _raw.mp3 

Wednesday, Nov. 29: "Critter-Proof Trees and Plants" 

Damage done by rabbits, mice, voles and deer to trees and plants during winter months can be devastating. The 

animals' gnawing can stunt growth severely or even kill the plant. Gary Wyatt, a natural resource management 

educator with the U of M Extension Service, says now is a good time to implement proactive and preventive 

measures to minimize and control animal damage. 

Fully produced :90 feature: http:/ /blog.lib. umn.edu/urelate/radio/critter _proof _plants.mp3 

Raw audio: http:/ /blog.lib. umn.edu/urelate/radio/critter _proof _raw.mp3 

Thursday, Nov. 30: "National Methamphetamine Awareness Day" 

Today is National Methamphetamine Awareness Day, a day dedicated to creating increased awareness of this 

- more-
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highly addictive and dangerous drug. Ellie McCann, a family relations educator with the U of M Extension 

Service, says awareness needs to begin with parents because they have a critical role in communicating with their 

teen about the use of meth. 

Fully produced :90 feature: http://blog.lib.umn.edu/urelate/radio/meth_awareness_day.mp3 

Raw audio: http:/ /blog.lib. umn.edu/urelate/radio/meth _awareness_ day_ raw.mp3 

Friday, Dec. 1: "Ag Activities Day" 

Today, the U ofM, Crookston hosts it 25th annual Ag Activities Day competition. Ron Del Vecchio, head of 

UMC's agriculture department, says this marks an exciting day for some 1,300 high school students from all 

over northwest Minnesota as they compete for $32,000 in scholarship money. 

Fully produced :90 feature: http://blog.lib.umn.edu/urelate/radio/ag_activities_day.mp3 

Raw audio: http:/ /blog.lib.umn.edu/urelate/radio/ag_ activities _raw.mp3 

All of the features will be posted the day for which they are scheduled at http://blog.lib.umn.edu/urelate/radio/. 
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U OF M PROFESSOR RECEIVES CARNEGIE FOUNDATION STATE 
PROFESSOR OF THE YEAR AWARD 

MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAUL -- University of Minnesota biology professor Randy Moore has received the 2006 

Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching State Professor of the Year Award. Moore was honored 

along with 44 other recipients at a recent banquet in Washington, D.C. 

This year's U.S. State Professors ofthe Year winners were selected from a pool of nearly 300 nominees in 43 

states, the District of Columbia and Guam. Sponsored by The Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement of 

Teaching and administered by the Council for Advancement and Support of Education (CASE), the awards 

recognize professors for their influence on teaching and their outstanding commitment to teaching undergraduate 

students. The program, created in 1981, is the only national initiative specifically designed to recognize 

excellence in undergraduate teaching and mentoring. 

"This year's Professors of the Year come from quite distinct academic environments, yet, they all share an 

abiding commitment to student learning, a profound belief in the transformative power of education, a 

pedagogical approach designed to stimulate creative and critical thinking, and a passionate devotion to their 

respective fields of study," says John Lippincott, president of CASE. "They exemplify teaching at its best and, 

in so doing, remind us of what makes America's colleges and universities truly great." 

Moore, a professor at the university's College of Education and Human Development Department of Post 

Secondary Teaching and Learning, is known for teaching students real-life examples of how biology affects their 

lives. In his seminar on the creationism-evolution debate, he prods young minds to think and rethink their beliefs. 

' Moore, who speaks frequently to the media on the issue, documents relevant court cases in evolution in the 

Courtroom-an invaluable aid to the discussion. 

"Good professors have one thing in common: they are all enthusiastic about what they are doing," Moore said. 

"That enthusiasm is expressed in many different ways, but it is always the distinguishing trait. I hope that my 

enthusiasm shows in my teaching. I enjoy what I do, and I'm sure that much of this award is a reflection ofthat." 

- more-
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Moore credited his university colleagues for his winning the prestigious award. 

"The U is renowned for its research productivity, but there are also some first-rate teachers here," he said. 

"Some of them such as Murray Jensen and Jay Hatch have set examples for me. These teachers have helped me 

and made me a better teacher. Some students and administrators-- notably, former General College dean Terry 

Collins -- have also helped me and encouraged me to try new things. My CASE award is for those people. I 

know I could not have won the award without them." 

Moore has received numerous awards. Last year, he won the university's Morse Alumni Undergraduate 

Teaching Award, was inducted into the university's Academy of Distinguished Teachers and was recently 

awarded an honorary membership in the National Association of Biology Teachers. 

WHO: U of M professor Randy Moore 
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NAOMI TUTU WILL HEADLINE SUMMIT ON PHILANTHROPY AMONG WOMEN 
OF COLOR 

MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAUL-- The University of Minnesota Humphrey Institute's Public and Nonprofit 

Leadership Center (PNLC) will co-host the Pan-African Women's Philanthropy Summit (PA WPS) from 7:45 

a.m. to 5:30p.m. Wednesday, Dec. 6, at the Paul and Sheila Wellstone Center, 179 Robie St. E., St. Paul. The 

summit is designed to promote philanthropy and community engagement among women of African descent in 

Minnesota. 

The summit will feature keynote speakers Naomi Tutu, activist and daughter of Archbishop Desmond Tutu, and 

Mora McLean, president and CEO of the Africa-America Institute. Breakout sessions will cover such topics as 

Pan-African giving philosophies, financial empowerment strategies, best practices for encouraging youth and the 

future of Pan-African charitable giving. 

"Minnesota has a well-deserved national reputation for philanthropic giving and innovation," said Jacqueline 

Copeland-Carson, PAWPS organizer and a senior fellow at the Humphrey Institute. "Minnesota's new 

immigrants and U.S.-born people of African-descent have unique giving practices, and the field of philanthropy 

understands very littl~ about their traditions. Women in these communities are at the forefront of community 

giving and caring. This summit aims to offer resources to new immigrants and to local nonprofit leaders serving 

this population." 

' According to the 2000 Census, the Twin Cities is home to the most diverse black community in the United 

States, with nearly 20 countries and ethnicities represented. Almost one-third of Minnesota's black community 

is first- or second-generation immigrants of African descent, which includes people from Africa, the Caribbean 

and Latin America. Several Pan-African nonprofit organizations have emerged in the past 1 0 years to address the 

culturally specific needs of this population and to build bridges between American-born and foreign-born blacks. 

"Nonprofit leaders in the Twin Cities have realized that Pan-African women and other minority groups face 

unique barriers in their philanthropic work," said Copeland-Carson. "We hope to offer education and technical 

resources that will help change that." 

- more-
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resources that will help change that." 

Registration is $50; a small number of scholarships are available. All net proceeds will be donated to the 

Pan-African Women's Philanthropy Fund of The Minneapolis Foundation to support scholarships and 

community work for women of African heritage. For more information and to register for the summit, visit 

www.hhh.urnn.edu/centers/pnlc/index.html or contact Jeremy Gordon at pnlc@urnn.edu. 

PAWPS is co-sponsored by the Humphrey Institute, the Minnesota African Women's Association, the 

Powderhorn-Phillips Cultural Wellness Center, and the International Leadership Institute, with generous funding 

from The Minneapolis Foundation, Otto Bremer Foundation, the Wells Fargo Foundation and the Family 

Housing Fund. The summit is the first event in PNLC's Community Philanthropy Initiative. 

WHO: Naomi Tutu, co-founder of the Tutu Foundation and daughter of Archbishop Desmond Tutu 

WHEN: 7:30a.m.- 5:30p.m. Wednesday, Dec. 6 

WHERE: Paul and Sheila Wellstone Center, 179 Robie St. E., St. Paul 
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UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA FOUNDATION ELECTS NEW OFFICERS AND 
MEMBERS TO BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAUL-- The University of Minnesota Foundation Board of Trustees elected two new 

officers and four new members at its annual meeting Nov. 1 0. 

Elected as vice chair was Elliot Kaplan, a partner with Robins, Kaplan, Miller and Ciresi. Kaplan received a 

bachelor's degree from the university in 1957 and a law degree in 1961. He received an Outstanding Achievement 

Award from the university in 2002. 

Elected as treasurer was Lynn Nagorske, president and CEO ofTCF Financial Corporation. Other officers who 

were reelected are Fred Friswold as chair and Stanley Hubbard as secretary. Friswold is CEO ofTonka 

Equipment Company and Hubbard is chairman and CEO of Hubbard Broad~asting, Inc. 

Four new members were elected for three-year terms on the board. They are: 

• Ruth Bachman, a 1971 graduate, community volunteer and member of the University of Minnesota Cancer 

Center Advisory Board. 

• Debra Sit, a 1982 graduate and senior vice president and senior portfolio manager at Sit Investment Associates. 

; • James Swenson, a 1959 U ofM Duluth graduate and founder and former owner of Dynamic Details. 

• Kathryn Tunheim, a 1979 graduate and president and CEO of Tunheim Partners. 

"This board determines the direction of one of Minnesota's foremost fund-raising organizations, making it 

J critical that we attract visionary leaders to serve as trustees," said Gerald Fischer, president and CEO ofthe 

University of Minnesota Foundation. "Through the success and respect they've earned in the community, the 

trustees help engage the private sector to move our great university forward." 

The University of Minnesota Foundation, an independent non-profit organization founded in 1962, raises and 

manages gifts from alumni and friends to build excellence at the University of Minnesota. In Fiscal2006, $181 

million in gifts and pledges were recorded from more than 90,000 donors. The Foundation manages an 

- more-
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million in gifts and pledges were recorded from more than 90,000 donors. The Foundation manages an 

endowment of $1.2 billion. 
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CITYSONGS TO PRESENT 15TH ANNUAL WINTER CONCERT 

MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAUL-- CitySongs, an out-of-school program developed by the University of 

Minnesota and community organizations to promote youth and community development through music, will 

present its 15th annual winter concert at 4 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 10, at the Camphor United Methodist Church, 585 

Fullver Ave., St. Paul. 

This year's concert, "Hope is Bright, Be the Light," will benefit the residents of Tubman Family Alliance in St. 

Paul. There is no cost to attend the concert, but CitySongs asks that you bring a warm winter item (gloves, hat, 

scarf, coat) to donate to Tubman Family Alliance, a family violence prevention program that serves residents in 

Ramsey, Washington and Hennepin counties. 

"Please join us on Dec. 10, as the CitySongs' kids spread their light and help give Tubman residents a warm 

holiday season," said Cheryl Reeves, CitySongs music director. "Come for the warmth of heartfelt kids singing 

and leave with the added warmth of helping families affected by domestic violence." 

CitySongs serves youth in grades fourth through eighth. The children rehearse twice a week and perform 

throughout the Twin Cities under the direction of Reeves. Through diverse music participation and 

strength-based social work/education, CitySongs helps inner-city youth identify and reach their individual 

potential. The program is a long-term collaboration between the School of Social Work and the College of 

, Education and Human Development at the University of Minnesota and the Hallie Q. Brown-Martin Luther 

' King Center. Although based in St. Paul, the program enrolls young people from the Twin Cities Metro area -

without participation fees and without audition. 

CitySongs practices a variety of genres, including gospel, pop, folk, rap and international music, at St. Paul's 

Rondo Education Center twice a week throughout the school year. The CitySongs kids perform frequently 

throughout the metro area, make studio recordings, write songs and poems and learn professionally 

' choreographed dance: Members gain experience in performing while learning life skills such as goal setting, 

- more-
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self-discipline, perseverance and nonviolent problem solving. 

WHEN: 4 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 10 

WHERE: Camphor United Methodist Church, 585 Fuller Ave, St. Paul 
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SCIENTIST MEAl FIRPO EXPLAINS THE SCIENCE BEHIND THE POLITICAL 
DEBATE OVER HUMAN EMBRYONIC STEM CELLS 

-"Headliners" lecture on Dec. 7-

MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAUL-- At the world's oldest Stem Cell Institute, University of Minnesota researcher 

Meri Firpo is on the track of a cure for a disease that afflicts 21 million Americans: diabetes. 

"This was the only place I could go to move science forward in the way I want to move it," said Firpo, a leading 

human embryonic stem cell scientist. Firpo's work focuses on creating insulin-producing cells for transplant into 

patients with the disease. 

Stem cells were a hot topic nationally in this fall's midterm election, and the subject of countless political ads 

starring celebrities like Michael J. Fox, Patricia Heaton, Kurt Warner and Jim Caviezel, however little was said 

about the science behind the debates. 

Firpo will change that by discussing the science behind embryonic stem cell research, the promise of this work, 

and what results can be expected as well as the ethical questions involved in a "Headliners" lecture at 7 p.m. 

Thursday, Dec. 7, at the University of Minnesota Continuting Education and Conference Center, 1890 Buford 

Ave., St. Paul. An audience Q&A will follow her talk. 

Prior to joining the University of Minnesota in 2004, Firpo was a research professor in the Center for 

Reproductive Sciences at the University of California, San Francisco, where she directed the Human Embryonic 

Stem Cell Laboratory. There she was responsible for the derivation of two of the human embryonic stem cell 

lines included in the National Institutes of Health Registry of Human Embryonic Stem Cells. 

The University of Minnesota itself has a comparatively long history with stem cell research. It established the 

world's first Stem Cell Institute 16 years ago and has state-of-the-art research laboratories. 

In addition to conducting her own research, Firpo leads a National Institutes of Health-funded training program 

- more-
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where researchers from around the world come to the University to learn how to grow and work with human 

embryonic stem cells. 

The "Headliners" lectures series is sponsored by the university's College of Continuing Education. 

Tickets are $10. Call (612) 624-4000, visit www.cce.umn.edu/headliners or purchase at the door. 
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U OF M FORUM EXAMINES HENNEPIN COUNTY'S ROLE IN AFFORDABLE 
HOUSING . 

MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAUL-- The role Hennepin County plays in affordable housing will be the topic of the 

University of Minnesota Center for Urban and Regional Affairs' monthly forum Friday, Dec. 8. The forum will 

be from noon to 1 :30 p.m. in Room 5 Blegen Hall, 269 19th Ave. S., Minneapolis. 

This presentation will cover a number of the affordable housing initiatives sponsored by Hennepin County. The 

presenters include Hennepin County Commissioner Gail Dorfman, city and county coordinator of the Program 

to End Homelessness Cathy ten Broeke and Hennepin County Human Services and Public Health Department 

supervisor Marge Wherley. The speakers will review the county's current housing programs and introduce the 

county's new plan: "Heading Hollie Hennepin: The Ten-Year Plan to End Homelessness in Minneapolis and 

Hennepin County." 

The CURA Housing Forum is a monthly brown bag discussion of Twin Cities housing issues and research 

sponsored by the Center for Urban and Regional Affairs (CURA) at the University of Minnesota. 

RSVP is required no later than Dec. 6 to (612) 625-2086. For more info contact Adrienne Hannert, CURA, (612) 

625-2086. 

WHEN: Noon to 1:30 p.m. Friday, Dec. 8 

' WHERE: Room 5 Blegen Hall, 269 19th Ave. S., Minneapolis 
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ECONOMIST PIETER BOTTLER TO SPEAK ABOUT INDIA-CHINA TIES AT U OF 
M CHINA CENTER'S ANNUAL LECTURE 

MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAUL -- Economist Pieter Bottler will discuss economic relations between India and 

China at the University of Minnesota China Center's 2006 Bob and Kim Griffin Building U.S.- -China Bridges 

Lecture at 4 p.m. Wednesday, Dec. 6, in the Coffman Union Theater, 300 Washington Ave. S.E., Minneapolis. 

Bottelier will speak on the topic, "India's Growth from the Perspective of China's Experience." He will argue 

that bilateral India-China ties, including trade and investment, are increasing very rapidly to the benefit of both 

countries and that a partial convergence of the Indian and Chinese growth models appears likely. 

Bottelier is a senior adjunct professor at the Johns Hopkins University School of Advanced International Studies 

(SAIS) and the author of many articles on China's economy. He has served the World Bank in a variety of roles, 

including senior advisor to the vice president for East Asia, chief of the Asian Development Bank's Resident 

Mission in Beijing and directorships for Latin America and North Africa. 

In an effort to build a legacy for their children and for Minnesota, Bob and Kim Griffin donated $500,000 to the 

China Center in 2004 to create an endowment fund to establish the Bob and Kim Griffin Building U.S.-China 

Bridges Lecture. The Griffin's gift reflects their commitment to promoting mutual respect between the two 

cultures and their passion to connect people with China. 

Bob Griffin is president of Griffin International Companies, which he founded in 1997. Under Griffin's 

leadership as president, Griffin International Companies has become one of the Twin Cities' leading import 

firms, focusing on custom products developed in the U.S. and sourced from Asia. 

Established in 1979, the University ofMinnesota China Center's mission, drawing on the strengths ofthe 

University of Minne~ota and its partners, is to build bridges between the U.S. and Greater China. 

, For more information, contact the China Center at 612-624-1002 or chinactr@umn.edu. 

- more-
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For more information, contact the China Center at 612-624-1002 or chinactr@umn.edu. 

WHEN: 4 p.m. Wednesday, Dec. 6 

WHERE: Coffman Union Theater, 300 Washington Ave. S.E., Minneapolis 
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U OF M'S NEW MUSIC ENSEMBLE IN CONCERT DEC. 10 

MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAUL -- The University of Minnesota New Music Ensemble will present its fall 

semester concert at 4 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 10 at the Lloyd Ultan Recital Hall, located inside 
Ferguson Hall, 2106 Fourth St. S., Minneapolis. The concert is free and open to the public. 
Parking is available in the 21st Ave. ramp, one block southwest of the concert hall. 

Young-Nam Kim, professor of violin, and Jerry Luckhardt, associate director of bands, serve as 
co-directors of the student ensemble. This performance will feature composer Arnold 
Schoenberg's Pierret lunaire and other miniatures, along with works by Evan Chambers, Elliott 
Carter, Karel Husa, Charles Ives and Grazyna Bacewicz. The complete program follows: 

Pierret lunaire (Teil I) and 20th Century Miniatures performers include: 
• Young-Nam Kim, conductor and violin 
• Jerry Luckhardt, conductor 
• Lawrence Weller, baritone 
• Thomas Bartsch, piano 
• Michael Cherlin, program annotator 

Evan Chambers (b.1963) -- "Crazed for the Flame"(2001) 
Grazyna Bacewicz (1909-1969) -- "Quartette per 4 violini" and "Andante tranquillo" 

Elliott Carter (b.1908 ) -- "Canon for three" 

Arnold Schoenberg (1874-1951) -- "Wer mit der Welt laufen will" 

Karel Husa (b. 1921) -- "Kleine Stucke for strings" 
I. Variazioni 
II. Notturno: Adagio 

Charles Ives (1874-1954) -- "Fugue in Four Keys on 'The Shining Shore"' for flute, trumpet and 
strings 

Intermission 

Arnold Schoenberg -- "Die Eiserne Brigade Weinachtsmusik," "Nachtwandler" and "Pierret lunaire 
Op. 12" (Tiel I) 

- more-
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Op. 12" (Tiel I) 
1., Mondestrunken 
2. Colombine 
3. Der Dandy 
4. Eine blasse Wascherin 
5. Valse de Chopin 

6. Madonna 
7. Der kranke Mend 

WHEN: 4 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 10 

WHERE: Lloyd Ultan Recital Hall, Ferguson Hall, 2106 4th Street South, Minneapolis 
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THE U OF M MARCHING BAND TO PERFORM ANNUAL INDOOR CONCERTS 
DEC. 2 AND 3 

MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAUL -- The University of Minnesota Marching Band presents its annual indoor 

concerts at 7 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 2 and at 3 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 3. Both performances will take place at 

Northrop Auditorium, 84 Church St. S.E., Minneapolis. Tickets are $17 for adults and $15 for children 12 and 

under. Tickets may be purchased by calling the University Arts Ticket Office at (612) 624-2345 or in person at 

the box office. The University Arts ticket office opens at 2 p.m. on Saturday and at 11 a.m. on Sunday. 

Nicknamed "The Pride of Minnesota," the 302-member marching band will perform traditional Gopher favorites, 

patriotic songs and stadium greats as well as ..selec~ions from its Latin show -- "Malaguena," "El Toro Caliente," 

and "Children of Sanchez" -- under the direction of Marching Band Director Tim Diem and Associate Director 

Mary Schneider. This year's event will mark the 45th concert since Frank Bencriscutto first started the concept 

, of bringing the excitement of the football half-time show to an indoor setting. Indoor marching band concerts are 

now performed by hundreds of bands throughout the world. More information on the Minnesota Marching Band 

may be found at www.music.urnn.edu/marchingband/. 

Established in 1902, the School of Music offers a dynamic, comprehensive program to more than 600 students in 

i undergraduate and graduate programs, led by a world-class faculty of more than 50 artists, scholars and teachers. 

The School of Music presents over 500 free concerts and recitals per year. For a complete schedule of events, 

visit www.music.umn.edu or call the School of Music events hotline at (612) 626-8742. 

WHEN: 7 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 2, and 3 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 3 

WHERE: Northrop Auditorium, 84 Church Street S.E., Minneapolis 
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'U OF M MOMENT' FEATURE LINKS FOR THE WEEK OF DEC. 4 

MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAUL-- "University of Minnesota Moment" radio features for the week of Monday, 

Dec. 4, are available to Minnesota radio stations for free. 

The features are as follows: 

Monday, Dec. 4: "Carter Partnership Award" 

The Center for Small Towns at the U ofM, Morris and the City of Morris have been named recipients ofthe 

renowned Jimmy and Rosalynn Carter Partnership Award for Campus-Community Collaboration. The award is 

given to one program or partnership in each state where a college or university teams up with a community 

group to address areas of public need. David Fluegel, the center's community program specialist, says that the 

sustained cooperation on a host of community programs over an extended period of time made this nomination 

stand out. 

Fully produced :90 feature: http://blog.lib.umn.edu/urelate/radio/carter_award.mp3 

Raw audio: http:/ /blog.lib.umn.edu/urelate/radio/carter _award _raw.mp3 

Tuesday, Dec. 5: "Midwest Dairy Expo" 

"Opportunities for Your Farm, Family and Future" is the theme of the 2006 Midwest Dairy Expo taking place 

at the St. Cloud Civic Center today and tomorrow. Jim Salfer, aU ofM Extension Service dairy educator, says 

the event gives dairy farmers a unique opportunity to learn about the latest developments in the industry . 

.1 Fully produced :90 feature: http://blog.lib.umn.edu/urelate/radio/midwest_dairy _expo.mp3 

Raw audio: http:/ /blog.lib.umn.edu/urelate/radio/dairy _expo _raw.mp3 

Wednesday, Dec. 6: "Preparing Teenage Drivers for Winter Conditions" 

If your teenager received a driver's license in the past nine months, chances are he or she is inexperienced at 

driving on winter roads. Patrick Jirik, aU ofM Extension Service educator in 4-H youth development, tells us 

how parents can prepare their teens for winter driving. 

Fully produced :90 feature: http:/ /blog.lib.umn.edu/urelate/radio/teen _winter_ driving.mp3 
1 Raw audio: http:/ /blog.lib.umn.edu/urelate/radio/teen _winter _raw.mp3 

- more-
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Thursday, Dec. 7: "Rhodes Scholar" 

Katie Lee, an honors senior at the U of M majoring in biochemistry and chemistry, has been named one of 32 

U.S. Rhodes Scholars for 2007. The scholarships, which are the oldest ~nd best known award for international 

study, cover up to three years of degree courses at Oxford University in England. Lee, a resident of Bloomington, 

says her undergraduate research work on lupus - an autoimmune disease - the metabolism of nicotine and cervical 

cancer helped her stand out among the other candidates vying for the coveted scholarship. 

Fully produced :90 feature: http:/ /blog.lib. umn.edu/urelate/radio/rhodes _ scholar.mp3 

Raw audio: http:/ /blog.lib. umn.edu/urelate/radio/rhodes _scholar _raw.mp3 

Friday, Dec. 8: "Money and Behavior" 

Research conducted by Kathleen Vohs, assistant professor of marketing at the U's Carlson School of 

Management, demonstrates that money- more specifically, people's exposure to the concept of money- can 

have a significant impact on behavior. The research is published in the Nov. 17 issue of Science. Vohs says 

money can change people's motivation to achieve their own goals for the better and their behavior toward others 

for the worse. 

Fully produced :90 feature: http://blog.lib.umn.edu/urelate/radio/money _ behavior.mp3 

Raw audio: http:/ /blog.lib. umn.edu/urelate/radio/money _behavior_ raw.mp3 

All of the features will be posted the day for which they are scheduled at http://blog.lib.umn.edu/urelate/radio/. 
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WALMART GOES INDIA 

Although Walmart has been unsuccessful with its attempt to move into German and South Korean markets, it 

has announced Monday that it will be moving into India's. Given Walmart's recent announcement of decline in 

sales for only the second time in 27 years, what can be expected of this move? A University of Minnesota 

expert who can comment on the issue is: 

Srilata Zaheer, Carlson School Professor of Strategic Management and Organization 
Zaheer says that Walmart should not expect quick returns from entry into India. On the plus side, Walmart has 

teamed up with one of the most dynamic and entrepreneurial mobile communications firms in India: Bharti. At 

the same time, however, running a retail chain is quite different from running a mobile-phone operation, and 

Bharti is a newcomer to groceries. 

Zaheer is the chair of the Strategic Management and Organization Department at the U's Carlson School. Her 

expertise includes international mergers and acquisitions. Zaheer has written about the organization of the 

multinational enterprise, identity and culture in cross-national mergers and the migration of Indian business to the 

new economy. 

To interview Zaheer, contact Asim Dorovic at (612) 624-0214 or dorovic@umn.edu; or Drew Swain at (612) 

625-8962 or dswain@umn.edu 

Expert Alert is a service provided by the University News Service. Delivered regularly, Expert Alert is designed 

to connect university experts to today's breaking news and current events. For an archive and other useful media 

services, visit www.unews.umn.edu. 
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MIXED PRAIRIE GRASSES ARE BETTER BIOFUEL SOURCE, U OF M STUDY 
SAYS 

,.., Fuels made from prairie biomass reduce atmospheric carbon dioxide,.., 

MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAUL -- Highly diverse mixtures of native prairie plant species have emerged as a leader 

in the quest to identify the best source of biomass for producing sustainable, bio-based fuel to replace petroleum. 

A new study led by David Tilman, Regents Professor ofEcology in the University of Minnesota's College of 

Biological Sciences, shows that mixtures of native perennial grasses and other flowering plants provide more 

usable energy per acre than com grain ethanol or soybean biodiesel and are far better for the environment. 

"Biofuels made from high-diversity mixtures of prairie plants can reduce global warming by removing carbon 

dioxide from the atmosphere. Even when grown on infertile soils, they can provide a substantial portion of global 

energy needs, and leave fertile land for food production," Tilman said. 

The findings are published in the Dec. 8 issue of the journal Science and featured on the cover. 

Based on 10 years of research at Cedar Creek Natural History Area, the study shows that degraded agricultural 

land planted with highly diverse mixtures of prairie grasses and other flowering plants produces 238 percent 

more bioenergy on average, than the same land planted with various single prairie plant species, including 

monocultures of switchgrass. 

Tilman and two colleagues, postdoctoral researcher Jason Hill and research associate Clarence Lehman, estimate 

that fuel made from this prairie biomass would yield 51 percent more energy per acre than ethanol from com 

grown on fertile land. This is because perennial prairie plants require little energy to grow and because all parts of 

the plant above ground are usable. 

Fuels made from prairie biomass are "carbon negative," which means that producing and using them actually 

- more-
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reduces the amount of carbon dioxide (a greenhouse gas) in the atmosphere. This is because prairie plants store 

more carbon in their roots and soil than is released by the fossil fuels needed to grow and convert them into 

biofuels. Using prairie biomass to make fuel would lead to the long-term removal and storage of from 1.2 to 1.8 

U.S. tons of carbon dioxide per acre per year. This net removal of atmospheric carbon dioxide could continue for 

about 100 years, the researchers estimate. 

In contrast, com ethanol and soybean biodiesel are "carbon positive," meaning they add carbon dioxide to the 

atmosphere, although less than fossil fuels. 

Switchgrass, which is being developed as a perennial bioenergy crop, was one of 16 species in the study. When 

grown by itself in poor soil, it did not perform better than other single species and gave less than a third of the 

bioenergy of high-diversity plots. 

"Switchgrass is very productive when it's grown like com in fertile soil with lots of fertilizer, pesticide and 

energy inputs, but this approach doesn't yield as much energy gain as mixed species in poor soil, nor does it 

have the same environmental benefits," said Hill. 

To date, all biofuels, including cutting-edge nonfood energy crops such as switchgrass, elephant grass, hybrid 

poplar and hybrid willow, have been produced as monocultures grown primarily in fertile soils. 

The researchers estimate that growing mixed prairie grasses on all of the world's degraded land could produce 

enough bioenergy to replace 13 percent of global petroleum consumption and 19 percent of global electricity 

consumption. 

The practice of using degraded land to grow mixed prairie grasses for biofuels could provide stable production of 

energy and have additional benefits, such as renewed soil fertility, cleaner ground and surface waters, 

preservation of wildlife habitats, and recreational opportunities. 

There are 30 million acres of grasslands in the U.S. Conservation Reserve Program (CRP), which pays farmers to 

manage land to benefit the environment. Current CRP regulations do not allow prairie grasses grown on this land 

to be used for renewable energy, but the U.S. Farm Bill could be revised to accommodate this practice, Tilman 

added. Doing so would have important economic, environmental and energy security benefits. 

"It is time to take biofuels seriously," Tilman said. "We need to accelerate our work on biomass production and 

its conversion into useful energy sources. Ultimately, this means we need to start paying farmers for all the 

services they provide society-- for biofuels and for the removal and storage of carbon dioxide." 

The research was supported by the University of Minnesota Initiative for Renewable Energy and the 

Environment and by the National Science Foundation (NSF). Cedar Creek Natural History Area has been an NSF 

Long-Term Ecological Research (LTER; www.lter.umn.edu/) site since 1982. 
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TWIN CITIES AGRICULTURAL ISSUES ROUND TABLE TO HIGHLIGHT 
ECONOMICS OF U.S. ETHANOL AND BIODIESEL PRODUCTION 

- U of M economist Eidman to discuss "Biofuels: Implications for Grain and Livestock 
Production" -

MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAUL -- Vernon Eidman, a University of Minnesota applied economics professor and 

internationally renowned biofuels and renewable energy expert, will speak at the applied economics 

department's Twin Cities Agricultural Issues Round Table at 11:30 a.m. Thursday, Dec. 7, at the Four Points 

Sheraton Minneapolis, 1330 Industrial Boulevard, Minneapolis. His presentation is titled "Biofuels: 

Implications for Grain and Livestock Production." 

Eidman will discuss the current status and economics of ethanol and biodiesel production in the U.S., speculate 

on the rate of growth for these two biofuels over the next five years and explore some of the likely implications 

of biofuels growth for farms in the Midwest. 

Eidman is former head of the university's department of applied economics. He is a past president and fellow of 

the American Agricultural Economics Association. He is an award-winning teacher and is the author of numerous 

articles and reports on farm management, risk analysis and renewable energy. He will be retiring from the 

: university on Jan. 2, 2007, though he plans to continue some of his current work on biofuels and renewable 

energy. 

A native of Illinois, Eidman received his bachelor's and master's degrees from the University of Illinois and his 

doctorate degree from the University of California, Berkeley in 1965. He was a member of the faculty at 

Oklahoma State University from 1964-1974. Eidmanjoined the University of Minnesota in 1975. 

Advance reservations are necessary. Contact Sue Pohlod today at (612) 625-8779 or spohlod@umn.edu to 

reserve space. Luncheon cost is $30 with checks payable to the University of Minnesota. "No shows" and "late 

cancellations" will be billed for the full luncheon fee. 
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MINNESOTA LEADS HEALTH RANKINGS 

Today, the United Health Foundation released its annual "America's Health Rankings," putting Minnesota at the 

top. Based on factors such as health insurance coverage, personal habits and environment, and quality of medical 

care, this is the fourth straight year Minnesota has taken the top ranking. A University of Minnesota expert who 

can comment on Minnesota's placement is: 

Professor Jean Abraham, University of Minnesota School of Public Health 

Abraham can discuss the results of the rankings and the overall picture of what brought Minnesota to the top. 

Her research focuses on health economics and policy, health insurance, welfare analysis and hospital market 

competition. 

To interview Abraham contact Drew Swain at (612) 625-8962 or dswain@umn.edu; or Asim Dorovic at (612) 

624-0214 or dorovic@umn.edu. 

Expert Alert is a service provided by the University News Service. Delivered regularly, Expert Alert is designed to 

connect university experts to today's breaking news and current events. For an archive and other useful media 

services, visit www.unews.umn.edu. 
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THE U OF M'S INTERDISCIPLINARY CENTER FOR THE STUDY OF GLOBAL 
CHANGE RECEIVES $1.7 MILLION IN GRANTS TO WORK TOWARD 

INTERNATIONALIZING THE UNIVERSITY 

MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAUL-- The University of Minnesota's Interdisciplinary Center for the Study of Global 

Change (ICGC) has been awarded four new grants. The grants total approximately $1.7 million, with $1.2 million 

to ICGC and $500,000 to ICGC affiliated faculty in partnership with other University units. These funds, from 

the Mellon and Luce Foundations, will further the objective of internationalizing the University of Minnesota, 

which is an important part of the university's strategic positioning initiative. The initiatives funded by these 

grants are also supported by the Office of the Senior Vice President for System Academic Administration, the 

Graduate School, the Office of the Vice President for Equity and Diversity, the Office of the Vice President for 

Research, the Office of the Associate Vice President for International Programs, the College of Liberal Arts, the 

Humphrey Institute of Public Affairs and the department of political science. 

The first grant, from the Mellon Foundation, is for $700,000 to build a multidimensional partnership with the 

University of the Western Cape. The grant will support graduate education, international symposia, and 

exchanges of faculty and students as well as enabling the ICGC to build a pioneering, symmetrical relationship 

with one of South Africa's leading universities. 

"This project represents the initiation of innovative forms of transnational collaboration with partner institutions 

in southern Africa, Turkey, Latin America and other regions of the world," said Regents Professor Allen 

Isaacman, director of the ICGC. 

The second Mellon grant supports the expansion of the ICGC's successful undergraduate Honors Program in 

Global Issues for U.S. students of color. Over the past decade, the Honors Program has provided intensive 

preparation for international graduate study for more than 100 students of color. The university will receive this 

grant in two phases over four years. The first part, for approximately $500,000, will enable the ICGC to build a 

new partnership with two historically black colleges and universities, Dillard University and Tougaloo College, 

and the University of Minnesota, Morris. One of the innovative features of this program is that students will 

have structured study abroad experiences in places such as South Africa and Mexico. ICGC expects to receive 

- more-
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have structured study abroad experiences in places such as South Africa and Mexico. ICGC expects to receive 

the second phase of the grant in a similar amount in two years to continue the program. 

The University of Minnesota was one of eight institutions worldwide to be awarded a highly competitive grant 

for a Sawyer Seminar. This $120,000 award to ICGC and its partners will fund a set of interdisciplinary 

activities on the development and contemporary significance of global humanitarianism during 2007-08. This 

project will foster an interdisciplinary, transnational working group bringing together scholars from the 

University of Minnesota and other colleges in the area with prominent international researchers. The grant will 

provide support for outside speakers, a postdoctoral fellowship, two doctoral fellowships and an 

end-of-the-year conference. 

The Luce Foundation awarded the Humphrey Institute $360,000 for a three-year program on the theme of 

humanitarianism, religion and world order. This project will extend the work of the Sawyer Seminar and will 

support internships for graduate students, visiting speakers, a summer training institute for graduate students 

and a series of conferences from 2007 to 2010. In addition, it will create a consortium with the University of 

Toronto's Munk Center and the American University in Cairo's Forced Migration and Refugee Studies Center. 

Together these four grants build upon previous funding from the MacArthur, Compton, Ford and Rockefeller 

Foundations and the Fulbright program to make substantial progress toward realizing the University of 

Minnesota's goal of becoming one of the top three public research universities in the world. 
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U OF M BOARD OF REGENTS TO MEET THIS WEEK 

MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAUL-- The University of Minnesota Board of Regents will hold its monthly meeting 

this week, Dec. 7 and 8. The agenda includes an update on the Stadium/Research District that will surround the 

new TCF Bank Stadium, an update on several interdisciplinary institutes that are part of the university's pursuit 

to become one of the top three public research universities in the world and the annual report on the status of 

university research. 

• I 

Highlights of the meeting will include: 

Thursday, Dec. 7, 2006 

10 a.m.- 12 p.m., Educational Planning and Policy Committee, West Committee Room. The committee will take 

action on policy changes regarding university acquisition of controlling interest in technology startups. A report 

will also be heard on the five new interdisciplinary institutes that will ultimately result from the university's 

strategic positioning initiative. The committee will also take action on a name change for the extension service to 

University of Minnesota Extension. 

10 a.m.- 12 p.m., Finance and Operations Committee, East Committee Room. The committee will receive an 

update on the state economic forecast from the state economist and U ofM faculty member Tom Stinson. 

1:45- 3:45p.m., Facilities Committee, West Committee Room. The committee will take action on a number of 

real estate transactions. An update will also be provided on the plan for the stadium/research district, which will 

be a significant expansion of the Twin Cities campus that will house both TCF Bank Stadium as well as a 

number of future research facilities. 

1 :45 - 3:45 p.m., Faculty, Staff and Student Affairs Committee, East Committee Room. The committee will take 

action on a revision to the student conduct code that would expand jurisdiction of the code for off-campus 

events. Senior vice president Robert Jones will also discuss the new chancellor position for the University of 

Minnesota, Rochester. 

- more-
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Friday, Dec. 8, 2006 

9 a.m. - noon, Board of Regents, Boardroom. The board will hear the annual report on the status of university 

research from Vice President for Research Tim Mulcahy. Action will also be taken on a resolution calling for 

continued master planning ofUMore Park near Rosemount into a vibrant, new sustainable community, based on 

university research. 

More information on the Board of Regents meeting can be found at www.umn.edu/regents. The Friday meeting 

will be webcast on that site beginning at 9 a.m. 

WHEN: Thursday, Dec. 7- Friday, Dec. 8, 2006 

WHERE: 600 McNamara Alumni Center, 200 Oak St. S.E., Minneapolis 
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EARL BAKKEN, COFOUNDER OF MEDTRONIC, INC. AND UNIVERSITY OF 
MINNESOTA ALUM, TO TOUR THE U'S SCHOLARS WALK AND WALL OF 

DISCOVERY THURSDAY, DEC. 7 

MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAUL-- Earl Bakken, cofounder and c~airman emeritus ofMedtronic, Inc., will tour the 

University of Minnesota's Scholars Walk and Wall of Discovery at 9:15a.m. Thursday, Dec. 7. The tour will 

begin at the fireplace inside the McNamara Alumni Center, 200 Oak St. S.E., Minneapolis. 

Bakken, 82, invented the world's first wearable, battery-operated external pacemaker at the University of 

Minnesota, and helped launch the modern medical-technology industry. 

In 1949, a year after graduating from the university with a degree in electrical engineering, Bakken cofounded 

Medtronic in a Northeast Minneapolis garage. In 1957, he worked with the U to invent the cardiac pacemaker, 

the device that uses electric impulses to regulate the rhythm of a weak heart. 

Through his leadership, Bakken enabled millions of people with life-threatening illnesses to be restored to health. 

Today, he continues to pioneer new ways to help people lead better lives. A resident of Hawaii, he is the driving 

force in establishing the "Big Island" as the "Healing Island," in promoting complementary medicine and in the 

study of heart-brain interactions. For information on the "Healing Island" concept, go to 

www.northhawaiicommunityhospital.org. 

The Scholars Walk and the Wall of Discovery are two recently dedicated monuments that honor the research and 

academic accomplishments ofthe university's greatest students and faculty throughout its illustrious 155-year 

history. The 2,200-foot-long Scholars Walk stretches across the Minneapolis campus, from Walnut Street, 

adjacent to the McNamara Alumni Center, all the way to Pleasant Street and Appleby Hall. It has emerged as the 

major east-west walkway on the East Bank, complementing the Northrop Mall, which it intersects. 

Bakken's work is recognized and featured on both monuments. Situated approximately in the middle of Scholars 

Walk, the Wall of Discovery- a 253-foot long artistic tribute to the "drive" that leads to great moments of 

, discovery-:- highlights Bakken's original hand-drawn schematic of the world's first transistorized cardiac 

- more-
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pacemaker, circa 1958. For more information, see http://www.alumni.umn.edu/scholarswalk.html and 

http://www.alumni.umn.edu/W all_ of_ Discovery .html. 

Bakken will be joined on the tour by university President Robert Bruininks, Institute of Technology Dean 

Steven Crouch, Institute of Technology Associate Dean Mostafa Kaveh and Margaret Sughrue Carlson, CEO of 

the University of Minnesota Alumni Association, Mary Jo Kreitzer, director of the university's Center for 

Spirituality and Healing, Doris Taylor, Medtronic Bakken Chair in Cardiovascular Repair and Robert Patterson, 

director of the Bakken Medical Instrumentation and Device (MIND) laboratory. 

Following the tour, Bakken will meet with Travis Olives, a recipient of a medical student scholarship provided 

by Bakken. He will then visit the Visible Heart Laboratory, site of C. Walton Lillehei' s research laboratory. This 

is where Lilleihei, world-renowned as the "Father of Open-Heart Surgery," and Bakken met almost 50 years ago 

to disucss the need for the pace maker. 

In the Visible Heart Lab, Bakken will observe an open pig heart procedure on an overhead camera. The procedure 

is part of a collaborative study between the university and Medtronic Cardiac Surgery in which a tissue valve 

will be implanted and then a trascatheter implanted into the pig heart. 
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"A LONG WAY FROM LAKE WOBEGON" --EXHIBIT AT U OF MUSES CHURCH 
PHOTOGRAPHS AND MUSIC TO DESCRIBE MINNESOTA CULTURE 

MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAUL-- The latest exhibit from the University of Minnesota's Immigration History 

Research Center-- "A Mighty Fortress Far from Lake Wobegon" --takes visitors into 16 Lutheran 

congregations, and through photographs, audiovisual recordings and hymnals, shows that Minnesotans are more 

than just white and Scandinavian. 

"A Mighty Fortress Far from Lake Wobegon" exhibit is free and runs now through Dec. 29 in the Elmer L. 

Andersen Library atrium, 222 21st. Ave. S., Minneapolis. Viewing hours are weekdays 8 a.m. to 4:30p.m. 

"Lutheran culture is at the heart of Minnesotan culture," said university student Allison Adrian, who created the 

exhibit with renowned photographer Wing Young Huie. "It is distressing to me that the stories of who we are as 

Minnesotans have not changed much from those created and told over a century ago, while the make-up of our 

state has changed tremendously." 

Between 1990 and 2000, Minnesota's foreign-born population increased 130 percent to more than 260,000, 

according to the U.S. Census Bureau. Minnesota currently ranks highest in the nation for proportion of refugees 

to residents and second in the nation, after California, in the number of refugee arrivals. 

Adrian, a doctoral candidate in ethnomusicology/musicology, received a summer grant through the College of 

Liberal Arts and the School of Music to collaborate with Huie on capturing the images for her dissertation on 

Lutheran church music in the Twin Cities. 

As part of her research, Adrian-- who was raised a Catholic in White Bear Lake-- attended up to four Lutheran 

services each Sunday for the past three years. 

"As a native Minnesotan, I have always been interested in perceptions of who Minnesotans are," she said. "As 

an aspiring ethnomusicologist, I am interested in the ways people decide to make music. I combined these two 

interests when I began researching for my dissertation [and] I found a surprising amount of ethnic diversity 

- more-
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interests when I began researching for my dissertation [and] I found a surprising amount of ethnic diversity 

within the Lutheran church, especially given the media's portrayal of Minnesotan Lutheranism as Scandinavian. 

This diversity is dramatically apparent in the worship music featured in Lutheran services around the Twin 

Cities." 

Today, nearly 70 million Christians belong to Lutheran churches worldwide. The United States ranks as the 

fourth largest mission field for Lutheranism, which was started by German monk Martin Luther who sought to 

reform the practices of the Roman Catholic Church in the 16th century. A cursory search on the city of 

Minneapolis Web site reveals almost 80 Lutheran churches within city limits, followed by Catholic (51) and 

Baptist (50) churches. 

Adrian says she chose to work with Huie -- a lapsed Presbyterian born and bred in Duluth -- because she felt 

that their "interests and objectives were well-aligned." 

"He enjoys creating images of people and I enjoy talking with people about music and writing about it," she 

explains. Huie's most well known work is Lake Street USA, an exhibition of675 photographs that transformed 

six miles of a Minneapolis thoroughfare into a remarkable public art project. The exhibition earned Huie the title 

of"Artist of the Year" in 2000 from the Star Tribune. 

"For the last decade I've been photographing the dizzying mixture of socioeconomic, ethnic and cultural 

communities that encompass my home state of Minnesota, a place that bears little resemblance to Garrison 

Keillor's fictional land of Lake Wobegon," Huie said in his artist statement. "What I want is to reveal is not only 

what is hidden, but also what is plainly visible and seldom noticed." 

Exhibit cosponsors include the University of Minnesota Asian American Studies Program, Department of 

American Studies, Department of Chicano Studies, Friends of the IHRC, Institute for Advanced Study and the 

Minnesota Journalism Center. 

WHO: Photographer Wing Young Huie and university student Allison Adrian 

WHEN: Now through Dec. 29 

WHERE: Elmer L. Andersen Library, 222 21st Ave. S., 

Minneapolis 
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COMMUNITY TRANSPORTATION SURVEY: INPUT NEEDED, TIME RUNNING 
OUT 

MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAUL-- Researchers at the University of Minnesota are encouraging local residents to 

participate in a regional transportation survey assessing how local transportation options affect the quality of 

life in the community. But, they say, time is running out to have your opinions count toward making decisions 

about funding priorities in the community. Researchers are targeting Dec. 15 as the deadline for community 

input. 

The survey assesses how local transportation options affect the quality of life in a community. Study results 

will help Columbia community leaders and transportation planners establish funding priorities that reflect local 

transportation needs. 

The confidential survey, mailed to about 6,000 local residents last month, focuses on individual transportation 

! habits and preferences, such as the frequency of travel modes and opinions about whether money should be 

spent to improve specific parts of the transportation system. The survey is part of an overall evaluation of the 

N onmotorized Transportation Pilot Program (NTPP), funded by the transportation act passed by Congress last 

year. 

Survey recipients can still participate in this research study by returning their completed surveys by mail or fax. 

Respondents can also go online to take the survey by visiting surveys.nustats.com/start/nustats/nonmotor.html. 

For those who prefer to take the survey over the phone, they can call toll free, 1-877-261-4621. Researchers 

want to receive input by Wednesday, Nov. 29, so they can finish the study. 

The survey is conducted by NuStats, a survey research firm specializing in transportation research studies across 

the country. The evaluation work, led by the Center for Transportation Studies at the University of Minnesota, 

consists of the data-collection and analysis phases as well as several outreach activities. 

- more-
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The pilot program provides funding to four communities including: Columbia; Minneapolis; Marin County, 

Calif.; and Sheboygan County, Wis. The funding is designated for those communities to construct a network of 

nonmotorized transportation facilities. It also affords a unique learning opportunity for researchers and other 

communities. 

The pilot communities will provide a living laboratory for research often called for, but rarely conducted, in 

policy circles. A before-and-after investigation will be done to demonstrate to other communities across the 

country the specific merits of investing in nonmotorized infrastructure. 

It is very important that a careful protocol is followed to collect the.data and analyze the data, so that 

researchers can communicate findings in order to cast a clear and compelling message to policy-makers, analysts 

and the public, says Kevin Krizek, survey leader and University of Minnesota associate professor. 

The data will be used in a report for submission to Congress, focusing on changes that took place over a 

four-year period and describing lesions learned. 
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TCF BANK STADIUM BOND SALE SAVES STATE $28.4 MILLION 

MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAUL -- Minnesota taxpayers will pay $28.4 million less over the next two decades for 

the University of Minnesota's new TCF Bank Stadium thanks to a bond sale earlier this week at better than 

expected interest rates. 

As part of the stadium legislation enacted earlier this year, the state agreed to pay $10.25 million for the next 25 

years to retire a portion of the stadium debt. This week's bond sale, at a true interest cost of 4.187 percent, 

means the state portion of the debt will be paid off in 22 years rather than 25. The legislation was based on a 

projected interest rate of 5.5 percent. 

"The university is grateful to the state of Minnesota for their investment in our new on-campus football 

stadium," said university Chief Financial Officer Richard Pfutzenreuter. "We worked hard to get the best 

possible interest rate and are pleased to save 'taxpayers $28 million over the term of these bonds." 

Ground has already been broken for TCF Bank Stadium, which is scheduled to open in September 2009. On 

Thursday, members of a university Board of Regents committee will hear an update on infrastructure 

improvements being made for the planned expansion of the Twin Cities campus that will ultimately house the 

stadium and a number of new research buildings. 



I 

® 

UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

NEWS 
University News Service 

0: 612-624-5551 • F: 612-626-9388 
unews@umn.edu • www.unews.umn.edu 

December 6, 2006 

Contacts: Jeff Falk, University News Service, (612) 626-1720, jfalk@umn.edu 

UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA ALUMNI ASSOCIATION CALLS ON GOPHER 
FANS TO CHEER ON THE TEAM AND HAVE FUN UNDER THE TEMPE SUN 

-More than 7,000 U of M alums reside in Arizona,., 

MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAUL-- The Golden Gopher football team has officially accepted an invitation to play 

in the Insight Bowl in Tempe, Ariz., on Dec. 29. The Gophers will take on the Texas Tech Red Raiders at 6:05 

p.m. (MST) at Sun Devil Stadium. 

In order to ensure a bowl-worthy crowd, the University of Minnesota Alumni Association (UMAA) encourages 

Golden Gopher fans in Minnesota and Arizona to attend the game and show their Gopher pride and spirit. 

By purchasing tickets through the U of M Athletic Ticket Office, fans receive a $7 discount off the price of each 

ticket compared with buying through the Insight Bowl box office. In addition, they will receive good seats 

between the Minnesota Marching Band and the 45-yard-line on the Minnesota side of the field. Only by buying 

' through the U of M ticket office will the U get credit for ticket sales, which helps "make the case" for future 

bowl selection committees. Tickets are on sale now at 1.800.U.Gopher or www.gophersports.com. 

More than 7,000 U ofM alums reside in Arizona. The UMAA has three alumni chapters in the state; in 

Phoenix, Tucson and West Valley (Sun Cities), making them among the most active geographic chapters in the 

country. 

"There are thousands of Minnesota residents who are snowbirds, have a second home in Arizona and travel to 

Arizona over the holidays," said Margaret Sughrue Carlson, CEO of the UMAA. "In fact, if Minnesota had a 

sister state, it would be Arizona. I call on our alums and friends here in Minnesota and Arizona to join us in 

cheering on Gopher football." 

In addition, Carlson has a message for Arizona State University football fans, who share the same team colors as 

the U of M: "On Friday, Dec. 29 ., Arizona fans have the unique opportunity to be part of a roaring maroon and 

gold crowd. Come on down and join us!" 

- more-
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The Minnesota-Texas Tech match up promises to be an exciting show as two high-powered offenses duke it out. 

Texas Tech averages 363 yards per game passing. Over it's last three games, Minnesota has scored an average of 

42.7 points and averaged 455 yards, 159 rushing and 296 passing. Minnesota also snared nine interceptions in 

those three victories. This will be the first meeting ever between the teams. 

Chartered tours from Minneapolis to Tempe have been arranged by local tour company Creative Charters. For 

details, see http://www.creativecharter.com/gopherfootball.htm. Reservations need to be made by Friday, Dec. 8. 

In addition to the game, Gopher fans will have the opportunity to take part in the following activities (all times 

MST): 

Wednesday, Dec. 27: 

12:24 p.m. (1st tee time) Gopher Golf Outing at the ASU Karsten Golf Course across from Sun Devil Stadium, 

1125 E. Rio Salado Parkway, Tempe. Register at the Goal Line Club at www.goallineclub.com. 

4:30-8 p.m. Wild West Welcome Party at Macayo's Mexican Kitchen & Depot Cantina at 300 S. Ash Ave., 

downtown Tempe. Free admission, appearances by Goldy, U ofM Spirit Squads and others. Food and drink 

specials available. 

Thursday, Dec. 28: 

2-3 p.m. Southwestern 'Sota Social outdoors at Tempe Beach Park, 80 W. Rio Salado, Tempe. Includes 

appearances by coach Glen Mason, athletics director Joel Maturi, Goldy, the Minnesota Marching Band and 

others. 

Friday, Dec. 29: 

1 p.m. Tailgate in the Desert Sun Devil Stadium north parking lots food and beverage vendors and tailgating 

' starts at 1 p.m. 

3 p.m. Pregame Pep Rally Sun Devil Stadium north parking lots official program begins, featuring the Minnesota 

Marching Band, Spirit Squads, Goldy and others. 

5:30p.m. Insight Bowl Game pregame festivities begin inside Sun Devil Stadium for a 6:05p.m. kick-off. 
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KAREN HIMLE NAMED VICE PRESIDENT FOR UNIVERSITY RELATIONS 

MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAUL-- University of Minnesota President Robert Bruininks today named Karen Hirnle 

as vice president for university relations. She will take over for Linda Thrane, who left in November to head 

university relations at Rice University in Houston. Hirnle will begin her position on Jan. 7, 2007, pending 

approval by the Board of Regents later this week. 

Hirnle most recently served as executive vice president of Children's Hospitals and Clinics and president of the 

hospital's foundation. Children's is the eighth largest provider of pediatric healthcare in the U.S. Prior to that, 

she served 17 years with the St. Paul Companies, working her way up to senior vice president of corporate and 

government affairs, where she led the company's public and government relations activities. 

"The University of Minnesota has made great strides in explaining how we are driven to discover and how our 

1 
unique mission benefits Minnesota and the world," Bruininks said. "Karen Hirnle has an outstanding range of 

; experience that will help us continue to tell our story and to communicate the importance of the university's 

work to become one of the top three public research universities in the world." 

"This is a historic, transformational time for the university," Hirnle said. "President Bruininks and his team have 

set some lofty goals for this institution and I'm humbled by the opportunity to help achieve them." 

Hirnle also served as host ofTPT's "Almanac Midweek" from 1990-94 and as a guest host on "Almanac." She 

moderated televised gubernatorial debates in 1990 and 94. Before corning to Minnesota in 1982, Hirnle served as 

an advisory and policy specialist on environmental and agricultural issues to Nebraska Gov. Charles Thone. 

Hirnle received her bachelor's degree in Business Administration from the University ofNebraska in 1976 and 
1 her law degree from the University ofNebraska College ofLaw in 1980. 

Her record of community leadership includes serving as the first woman president of the Minneapolis Club, a 

member of the state Commission on Judicial Selection and a variety ofboards, including the St. Paul Area 

Chamber of Commerce, the Minnesota Chamber of Commerce, the Minnesota Orchestral Association, the 

- more-
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Minnesota Opera, the Humphrey Institute of Public Affairs and the Citizens League. 

The vice president for University Relations is responsible for fostering strong, positive relationships between 

the university and its many diverse constituencies; increasing understanding of the university's many 

contributions to the state; and developing active support for the university among its broad base of stakeholders. 

Himle met with university officials, faculty and staff earlier this week. "The university community was 

impressed with her style and skills and we're very much looking forward to having her as a part of the 

university's executive team and a key ambassador to Minnesota's communities," Bruininks said. 
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'U OF M MOMENT' FEATURE LINKS FOR THE WEEK OF DEC. 11 

MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAUL-- "University of Minnesota Moment" radio features for the week of Monday, 

Dec. 11, are available to Minnesota radio stations for free. 

The features are as follows: 

Monday, Dec. 11: "A Rise in Com Prices" 

Minnesota livestock producers have recently voiced concerns that the ethanol-fueled rise in the price of com 

could drive their business into the red and force them to find other food to feed their cattle and swine. Dave Bau, 

aU ofM Extension Service educator in agricultural business management, says com prices are almost 50 percent 

higher than what they were a year ago. 

Fully produced :90 feature: http://blog.lib.umn.edu/urelate/radio/com_price.mp3 

Raw audio: http:/ /blog.lib.umn.edu/urelate/radio/com_price _raw.mp3 

Tuesday, Dec. 12: "The Overindulgence Trap" 

One of the major questions parents ask themselves every holiday season when considering gift and activity ideas 

is "how much is enough?" Minnell Tralle, aU ofM Extension Service family relations educator, says parents 

should avoid the "overindulgence trap." 

1 
Fully produced :90 feature: http:/ /blog.lib.umn.edu/urelate/radiolholiday _gifts_ kids.mp3 

Raw audio: http:/ /blog.lib.umn.edu/urelate/radiolholiday _gifts ...:.kids _raw.mp3 

1 Wednesday, Dec. 13: "Holiday Air Travel" 

Many of us will be traveling by airplane this holiday season. And while 'tis the season to be jolly, it also marks 

the beginning of the cold-and-flu season. Dr. Phillip Peterson, director of the U's Division oflnfectious Diseases 

and International Medicine, says an airplane cabin can be just like a giant incubator of disease. 

Fully produced :90 feature: http:/ /blog.lib. umn.edu/urelate/radiolholiday _air_ travel.mp3 

< Raw audio: http:/ /blog.lib. umn.edu/urelate/radiolholiday _air_ travel_raw.mp3 

Thursday, Dec. 14: "How Dinosaurs Went Extinct" 

The dinosaurs, along with the majority of all other animal species on Earth, went extinct approximately 65 

- more-
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million years ago. Some scientists believe that the impact of one large meteorite in the Yucatan Peninsula, in what 

is today Mexico, caused the mass extinction, while others argue that there must have been many meteorite 

impacts or other stresses around the same time. Donna Whitney, aU ofM geology professor, took part in a new 

study that provides compelling evidence that "one and only one impact" caused the mass extinction. 

Fully produced :90 feature: http://blog.lib.umn.edu/urelate/radio/dinosaurs.mp3 

Raw audio: http:/ /blog.lib. umn.edu/urelate/radio/dinosaurs _raw.mp3 

Friday, Dec. 15: "Holiday Blues" 

For most people the holiday season is an exciting time filled with parties, celebration and social gatherings. But 

for many people, it's a time of sadness, self-reflection, loneliness and anxiety. Bruce Cuthbert, a U of M 

psychology professor, says there are several causes for holiday blues. 

Fully produced :90 feature: http:/ /blog.lib. umn.edu/urelate/radio/holiday _ blues.mp3 

Raw audio: http:/ /blog.lib.umn.edu/urelate/radio/holiday _blues _raw.mp3 

All of the features will be posted the day for which they are scheduled at http://blog.lib.umn.edu/urelate/radio/. 
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U OF M REGENTS STRENGTHEN STUDENT CONDUCT CODE, EXTEND 
BRUININKS CONTRACT 

MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAUL-- The University of Minnesota Board of Regents concluded two days of meetings 

today, adopting a stronger student conduct code that extends jurisdiction off campus. The board also extended 

university President Robert Bruininks' contract through 2011. 

"If the university is going to be one of the best in the world, we need to be competitive," said Board Chair 

Anthony Baraga. "From managing challenging budget situations to strategic planning, President Bruininks has 

developed powerful momentum for this institution. This contract will help us to retain an outstanding leader 

and ensure strong presidential leadership for the next five years." 

The new contract, approved and signed today, will provide compensation that is in the range of the university's 

peer institutions. It will increase Bruininks' salary from $384,221 to $423,000 for the 2007-08 academic year and 

to $455,000 for 2008-09. The contract continues the current contractual commitment to provide $150,000 in 

deferred compensation and, beginning in 2007-08, provides an additional $25,000 per year in deferred 

compensation. The additional sums are· contingent upon Bruininks' completion of the contract, which is now 

extended to 2011. 

The board also created a Regents Presidential Leadership Chair, which is designed to recognize and support the 

leadership of university presidents during their time as president. It will provide $100,000 annually to be used 

for presidential initiatives, such as leadership development activities, research on the governance and leadership 

of academic institutions or other purposes consistent with the president's agenda. 

The board also adopted a stronger student conduct code that expands jurisdiction of the code to off-campus 

events to give university officials greater discretion in addressing egregious offenses. 

The board also heard the annual report on the state of university research from Vice President for Research Tim 

Mulcahy. The report showed that the university has a growing, well-balanced research portfolio that is seeing 

notable increases in research funding and technology commercialization. Mulcahy noted that competition among 

- more-
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research universities for declining research dollars is increasing significantly, but that the university is working 

aggressively to keep up through strategic positioning efforts and initiatives such as the proposed Biomedial 

Science Research Facilities Authority, which the Legislature will consider again this year. 

The board also adopted a resolution calling for the continued master planning of the UMore Park in Dakota 

County, voted to change the name of the extension service to University of Minnesota Extension and received an 

update on five interdisciplinary institutes that have resulted from the university's strategic positioning initiative 

to become one of the top three public research universities in the world. 

The board also plans to hold a special meeting on Wednesday, Jan. 3, 2007 to review and take action on the 

schematics and budget for TCF Bank Stadium. More information on the Board of Regents can be found at 

www.regents.umn.edu. 
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ROBOTS 'DO SOMETHING INTERESTING' AT U OF M STUDENT SHOW 

MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAULA snowboard waxer, a card dealer, a banana slicer and a dancing cracker will be 

among the machines on display at the University of Minnesota Robot Show from 2:30 to 4:30p.m. Monday, 

Dec. 11, in the McNamara Alumni Center, 200 Oak St. S.E., Minneapolis. The walk-through show is free and 

open to the public and is suitable for all ages. 

The show is the culmination of six weeks of work for 21 0 engineering students who created computer-controlled 

machines that do something interesting. Students received a kit of parts, including_ the computer, and could add 

no more than $30 worth of their own materials. 

"That means the students had to be creative, prowling the back aisles of Target or looking in dumpsters," said 

mechanical engineering professor William Durfee, director of design education. "There are serious objectives to 

these limits, because in the real world, these future engineers will have to deal with cost constraints when they 

design things." 

The robots must act for no more than 60 seconds and have at least one moving part, but it is up to the students 

whether the unique machines do something useful -- such as crushing aluminum cans or scraping a windshield -

i or exist solely to amuse and delight, like the automatic sushi maker. 

For more information on this event, see www.me.umn.edu/robotshow. 

WHEN: 2:30- 4:30p.m. Monday, Dec. 11 

WHERE: McNamara Alumni Center, 200 Oak St. S.E., Minneapolis 
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U OF M PROFESSOR RAJESH CHANDY NAMED TO NEW U.S. COMMERCE 
DEPARTMENT ADVISORY PANEL ON MEASURING INNOVATION 

MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAUL--U.S. Commerce Secretary Carlos Gutierrez has named 15 business and 

academic leaders-- including six Fortune 500 executives and Carlson School of Management Professor Rajesh 

Chandy --to serve on a new panel Gutierrez has formed to understand better how U.S. innovation contributes to 

American economic prosperity and high living standards. 

The Measuring Innovation in the 21st Century Economy Advisory Committee will help develop ways to 

measure innovation so that the public and policy makers can better understand its impact on economic growth 

and productivity. The committee will study metrics on effectiveness of innovation in various businesses and 

sectors and work to identify which data can be used to develop a broader measure of innovation's impact on the 

economy. 

"We have the opportunity to go beyond traditional methods of measures of innovation, such as R&D 

expenditures and patents, to look at it in a way that is fully representative of what happens in the entire 

economy," Chandy said. 

Chandy is a professor of marketing at the Carlson School. His research specialties include innovation, technology 

management and marketing strategy. Chandy has received several national and international awards for his 

research on innovation. 

"American innovation is important to the vitality of our economy, and it is important to understand the impact 

innovation has on productivity and economic growth," Gutierrez said. "Getting a better understanding of how 

innovation contributes to our economy will help us craft policies to continue to grow and prosper." 

The panel selection follows an extensive three-month public outreach to business and academic associations, 

institutions, and think tanks to find qualified CEOs and academic experts representing the diversity of the 

American economy. Gutierrez received an overwhelming response representing every major sector of the U.S. 

economy. 

- more-
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economy. 

"The presence of three people from Minnesota on this panel highlights the state's leading role in innovation 

across many sectors of our economy," Chandy said. 

The advisory committee will hold its first meeting on Feb. 22, 2007, in Washington, D.C. 

Other Minnesotans on the 15-member panel panel are CEO of 3M George Buckley and Chairman and CEO of 

Medtronic Art Collins. 
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JOHN WIEHOFF, PRESIDENT AND CEO OF C.H. ROBINSON WORLDWIDE TO 
SPEAK ABOUT GLOBAL SUPPLY CHAINS AND THIRD-PARTY LOGISTICS 

MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAUL-- John Wiehoff, president and CEO ofC.H. Robinson Worldwide Inc., will speak 

at the University of Minnesota Carlson School of Management's First Tuesday luncheon at 11:30 a.m. on 

Tuesday, Jan. 9 at the McNamara Alumni Center, 200 Oak St. S.E., Minneapolis. 

In his presentation, "Global supply chains and third-party logistics," Wiehoff will discuss how globalization and 

technology are impacting businesses. He will address the different logistical and transportation challenges faced 

by businesses as industries become more competitive, jobs are relocated and manufactured goods are shipped 

greater distances in more complex ways. Wiehoff also will share ways that C.H. Robinson is managing the new 

transportation and logistical challenges in order to grow its business and add value to the global marketplace. 

Headquartered in Eden Prairie, C.H. Robinson was founded in 1905 and currently provides multimodal 

transportation and logistics services to more than 20,500 customers worldwide. C.H. Robinson currently works 

with 40,000 transportation providers through its network of more than 200 offices and 6,000 employees in 

North America, South America, Europe and Asia. As one of the world's largest third-party logistics companies, 

C.H. Robinson is also a Fortune 500 Company, with gross revenues of $5.7 billion in 2005. 

Wiehoffwas named CEO ofC.H. Robinson in May 2002 after serving as president since 1999. Prior to this, he 

was its senior vice president and chief financial officer. Wiehoffis also a member of Donaldson Company Inc.'s 

Board of Directors, a publicly traded, leading worldwide provider of filtration systems and replacement parts. 

He joined C.H. Robinson as controller in 1992. 

Each month the First Tuesday luncheon draws around 300 local business leaders, Carlson School alumni, 

students and educators, who hear from the leading business voices on today's economy. 

Advance registration by Jan. 4 is $23 and $28 for walk-ins. The fee includes lunch and parking in the Washington 

Avenue Ramp. Register by calling (612) 626-9634, visiting www.carlsonschool.umn.edu/events, or bye-mailing 

- more-
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firsttuesday@csom. umn.edu. 

WHO: John Wiehoff, president and CEO ofC.H. Robinson Worldwide 

WHEN: 11:30 a.m.- 1 p.m., Tuesday, Jan. 9 

WHERE: McNamara Alumni Center, 200 Oak St. S.E., Minneapolis 
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RESIDENCE HALLS AND DINING SERVICE TO HOLD LATE NIGHT 
BREAKFASTS FOR STUDENTS STUDYING FOR FINAL EXAMS 

MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAUL-- University of Minnesota Dining Service and Housing and Residential Life will be 

providing the fuel students need as they study for finals late into the night Thursday, Dec. 14. 

The Annual Late Night Breakfast will be served from 9:30 to 11 p.m. in Bailey, Middlebrook and Sanford 

residence halls and until midnight in Centennial residence hall. Finals begin on Dec. 14 and go through 

Wednesday, Dec. 20. 

U of M administrators, housing staff and police officers have volunteered to serve up the traditional breakfasts 

featuring pancakes, scrambled eggs, sausages, cinnamon rolls, juice and coffee. The breakfasts are free to students 

living in residence halls, but they must show their U-Card. 

Media is welcome to come to Sanford Residence Hall, 1122 University Ave. S.E., Minneapolis, to do a 

story about the breakfasts and the students cramming for tests. Media who want to cover the event 

should contact Patty Mattern, University News Service, (612) 624-2801 or matte016@umn.edu. 

Interviews can be done as early as 9 p.m. 
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WORKING TO PREVENT E. COLI OUTBREAKS 

Sixty-one cases of E. coli sickness have been confirmed in the past week around the country. Now; nearly three 

dozen more have fallen ill in Iowa, and health officials have tracked the outbreak back to the Taco Bell and Taco 

John's fast-food chains. The University of Minnesota has been working on break-through technology to combat 

such food-borne illnesses. A university expert who can discuss the technology is: 

Joellen Feirtag, Extension Service Food Science and Nutrition professor 

Feirtag has been working with a disinfecting system that cleanses food of viruses and bacteria such as E. coli. The 

water-based process does not affect flavor and is safe for the environment. She can discuss the system and its 

genesis and applications from home sinks to spinach fields. 

To interview Feirtag, contact Drew Swain at (612) 625-8962 or dswain@umn.edu, or Asim Dorovic at (612) 

624-0214 or dorovic@umn.edu. 

Expert Alert is a service provided by the University News Service. Delivered regularly, Expert Alert is designed to 

connect university experts to today's breaking news and current events. For an archive and other useful media 

services, visit www.unews.umn.edu. 
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U OF M COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT WORK STUDY PROGRAM RECEIVES 
$25,000 GRANT 

MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAUL-- The Community Development Work Study Program (CDWSP), a joint effort of 

the University of Minnesota's Center for Urban and Regional Affairs (CURA) and the Humphrey Institute of 

Public Affairs, has received a $25,000 grant from the Wells Fargo Foundation Minnesota. The award was 

announced Dec. 7 by Mary (Muffie) Gabler, Wells Fargo Community Development vice president and manager. 

In presenting the award, Gabler praised the CDWSP for giving students time to reflect on and work in 

communities that need their expertise to flourish. 

"Wells Fargo knows ~ow important it is to nurture the next generation of community leaders who will work in 

the communities in which we do business," she said. "The funds from the award will be used to help provide 

internship stipends for students participating in the program." 

The CDWSP is a national effort of the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) and 

provides financial support to educational institutions to recruit and support economically disadvantaged 

students of color committed to community development. Students accepted into the program are provided 

tuition to pursue a graduate degree in urban and regional planning or public policy. During their degree program, 

they also gain practical experience through internships with nonprofit organizations or public community 

development agencies in the Twin Cities. As a result of the program, a new generation of community planners, 

policy analysts and specialists will become trained to serve culturally and racially diverse, low-income 

communities and solve some of the most pressing issues facing our inner cities. 

The program at the University of Minnesota' is jointly administered and funded through CURA and the 

Humphrey Institute, with additional support from HUD Community Work Study grants (through 2007), 

foundations and the organizations in which students are placed. The program contributes to CURA's mission to 

engage University of Minnesota students and faculty to assist communities in Minnesota. 

- more-
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For more information about the Community Development Work Study Program, visit 

www.cura.umn.edu/CDWSP.php. 

The Center for Urban and Regional Affairs (CURA) is an all-university applied research and technical assistance 

center that helps the University of Minnesota fulfill its land grant and urban missions by connecting faculty and 

student researchers with nonprofit organizations, businesses, neighborhoods, local governments and state 

agencies in Minnesota. CURA is on the web at www.cura.umn.edu. 

Wells Fargo is a diversified financial services company with $500 billion in assets, providing banking, insurance, 

investments, mortgage and consumer finance to more than 23 million customers from more than 6,200 stores and 

the Internet (wellsfargo.com) across North America and elsewhere internationally. Wells Fargo Bank, N.A., is 

the highest credit-rated bank in the U.S., receiving an "AAA" by Moody's Investors Service-its top credit 

rating-and "AA+" by Standard & Poor's Ratings Service. Wells Fargo is also a leading employer in the Twin 

Cities and an active community partner committed to helping build and sustain a vibrant, prosperous 

community. To learn more, visit www. wellsfargo.com/about/charitable/mn _guidelines. 
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U'S BELL MUSEUM CELEBRATES 20TH CENTURY FOX'S "NIGHT AT THE 
MUSEUM" WITH A SCREENING AND AFTER HOURS FLASHLIGHT TOUR 

MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAUL The University ofMinnesota Bell Museum is offering a free preview screening of 

the new 20th Century Fox holiday feature film "Night at the Museum" followed by a guided ("after hours") 

flashlight tour of the Bell Museum ofNatural History's famous dioramas beginning at 7 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 21 

at the Bell Museum, 10 Church St. S.E., Minneapolis. 

The film, a rollicking family comedy featuring Ben Stiller, Owen Wilson and Robin Williams, follows the antics 

of a hapless, graveyard-shift museum security guard who accidentally unleashes an ancient curse that causes the 

fossils, creatures and historic figures on display to spring to life and wreak a trail of havoc and adventure. 

The guided flashlight tour of the Bell Museum will offer visitors a chance to see the museum's renowned wildlife 

dioramas in a "different light." The dioramas range in subject from wolf packs to moose to elk herds and other 

native Minnesota creatures. The tour will also include a visit to the museum's popular Touch and See Room. 

The movie is free and admission will be on first-come, first-served basis. Flashlight tours of the museum are also 

available on a first-come, first-served basis for $5 for adults, $3 for kids. "Night at the Museum" opens in Twin 

Cities area theaters Dec. 22. 

For more information, call (612) 624-9050 or visit www.bellmuseum.org. 

A preview flashlight tour of the museum is available to the media from noon 
to 2:30 p.m. Thursday,. Dec. 21. Call Nina Shepherd for details. 
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"LOCAL ENERGY/LOCAL OPPORTUNITIES": CLEAN ENERGY RESOURCE 
TEAMS CONFERENCE IN ST. CLOUD, JAN. 16-17 

MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAUL-- The second annual Clean Energy Resource Teams (CERTs) conference will take 

place Wednesday, Jan. 17, at the St. Cloud Civic Center, 10 S. 4th Ave. St. Cloud. Pre-conference workshops 

and a reception will take place Tuesday, Jan. 16, at the Best Western Kelly Inn, 100 4th Ave. S., St. Cloud. The 

theme of this year's conference is "Local Energy/Local Opportunities." 

The conference is geared toward multiple stakeholders, including citizens, farmers, business owners, utility 

representatives, school administrators, local officials or energy experts, who are interested in getting renewable 

energy and energy efficiency projects up and running on the local level. 

"The CERTs project is an opportunity for Minnesotans to play a role in shaping energy conservation and 
' 

renewable energy implementation in their region," said Joel Haskard with the university's Regional Sustainable 

Development Partnerships, a CERTs partner. "At this conference, Minnesotans can learn successful renewable 

energy and energy efficiency projects and get connected to the ideas, resources, and expertise they need to bring 

clean energy to their communities. By relying more on energy conservation and community-scale renewable 

energy resources, like wind, solar, and biomass, communities can help prevent pollution and create local 

economic development opportunities." 

Built upon a partnership between the Minnesota Department of Commerce, the University of Minnesota 

Regional Sustainable Development Partnerships, The Minnesota Project, the Rural Minnesota Energy Board, the 

Resource Conservation and Development Councils and funded by the Minnesota Environment and Natural 

Resources Trust Fund as recommended by the Legislative Commission on Minnesota Resources (LCMR) and 

the Blandin Foundation, the Clean Energy Resource Teams projects consist of six regional teams around 

Minnesota. Each has tailored a plan for a clean energy future that will make the most of their region's renewable 

resources and other technologies and is now working to implement projects and educate community ,stakeholders 

about energy efficiency and renewable energy options which will help sustain a clean and affordable future for 

Minnesota and its regions. 

- more-
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For more information on the conference and to register, go to 

www.cleanenergyresourceteams.org/conference-registration.html or contact The Minnesota Project at (651) 

645-6159, ext. 6. 
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U OF M RECEIVES GRANT FROM LOCKHEED MARTIN TO EXPLORE WAYS TO 
INCREASE PERFORMANCE OF AIRCRAFT LANDING SYSTEMS 

MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAUL -- Demoz Gebre-Egziabher, a McKnight Land-Grant Professor in the department 

of aerospace engineering and mechanics at the University ofMinnesota, was recently awarded a $50,000 grant 

by the Lockheed Martin Corp. to explore ways to dynamically increase precision and accuracy in aircraft landing 

systems. 

Gebre-Egziabher's research will explore methods of using the military's next-generation navigation and guidance 

technology -- the Joint Precision Approach and Landing System (JP ALS) -- to increase the effectiveness of 

navigation systems on Unmanned Aerial Vehicles (UA V). In addition, the research will explore how to use 

specially equipped vehicles as mobile data sources, broadcasting information that would enhance navigation and 

guidance performance of vehicles equipped with JP ALS. 

JP ALS is being developed by the U.S. Department of Defense as a replacement for older aircraft navigation and 

guidance systems currently used by the military. The system is expected to provide an unprecedented level of 

accuracy and flexibility for navigation and guidance of aircraft. 

While JP ALS technology is first and foremost a military program, research in this area could have a great effect in 

the area of commercial flight. 

"This could have broad implications for future global positioning system-based navigation and precision landing 

systems that will be used in civilian aviation applications," Gebre-Egziabher said. "Many of the challenges that 

have to be addressed by JP ALS will be the same, if not more challenging, than ones that have to be addressed by 

civilian systems." 

Lockheed Martin's $50,000 grant is one of several that have supported and kept the university at the forefront of 

JP ALS-related research. Lockheed Martin selected the U of M based on "technical merit" and its track record of 

research in autonomous airborne systems. 

- more-
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In addition to novel applications in flight, Gebre-Egziabher's research represents a new direction for aerospace 

engineering and mechanics. 

The aerospace engineering and mechanics department at the University of Minnesota is descended from one of 

the oldest programs in the nation. In addition to teaching, faculty members conduct research on fluid mechanics, 

solid mechanics and materials, aerospace systems and nanotechnology. 

Photos of unmanned aerial vehicles available on request. 
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DINKYTOWN HISTORIES: MULTIPLE STORIES, MULTIPLE MEANINGS, AN 
EXHIBITION AT THE U OF M 

MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAUL-- From Bob Dylan, through basement punk shows, to a DJ's innovative scratch 

routine, Dinkytown has been defined by the music that has reverberated down its storied avenues. At the same 

time, a great deal of the music has been influenced by this unique neighborhood. 

"Dinkytown Dynamics: The Soundtrack to a Neighborhood, 1950s- Present," is part of a larger exhibit about 

the Dinkytown neighborhood. The exhibit is free and open to the public from 8 a.m.- 5 p.m., Dec. 15- Feb. 9 in 

Room 125 Nolte Hall, 315 Pillsbury Drive S.E., Minneapolis and then again Feb. 12-16 at the Weisman Art 

Museum, 333 E. River Parkway, Minneapolis. 

An opening celebration will be held from 6-9 p.m. Friday, Dec. 15, in Room 125 ofNolte Hall. Food from local 

Dinkytown restaurants will be provided, and local musical acts will perform. The opening is free and open to the 

public. 

The exhibit, entitled "Dinkytown Histories: Multiple Stories, Multiple Meanings," is the result of the work of 

University of Minnesota undergraduate students who were enrolled in the class "Public History" and who 

partnered with Dinkytown residents, activists, businesses and artists to create the history exhibit. The exhibit 

reflects the diverse interests of the area and highlight Dinkytown's complex and unique past. The students' 

exhibit consists of five projects that focus on Dinkytown's music scene, social protest in the 1970s, the historic 

preservation debate surrounding Minneapolis's mills and grain elevators, the role of public art in community 

identity, and how transportation changes have impacted the neighborhood. 

In the case of music, the exhibit looks at the broad array of musical venues where musicians have performed, 

controversies surrounding live shows, and what Dinkytown has contributed to both local and national music 

scenes. It includes a video documentary with interviews and live concert footage. 

In addition to music, the exhibit features: 

• "Preserving the Memory and Legacy of the Mill City"; 

- more-
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• "Preserving the Memory and Legacy of the Mill City"; 

• "The Red Bam Incident"; 

• "Bridge or Barrier? Highway 35W and its Impact on Dinkytown and the Surrounding Community"; and 

• "Public Art in Historic Dinkytown." 

The exhibit was organized Andy Urban and Lisa Blee, graduate students in the department of history. They are 

both available for media interviews along with students from each project. 

WHAT: "Dinkytown Histories: Multiple Stories, Multiple Meanings" Exhibition Opening 

WHEN: 6-9 p.m. Friday, Dec. 15 

WHERE: 125 Nolte Hall, 315 Pillsbury Drive S.E., Minneapolis 
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U OF M CONFERENCE TO LOOK AT GLOBAL WARMING AND GOVERNMENT 
RESPONSES AND ACTION 

MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAUL-- With the scientific data on global climate change so widely available, why do 

some nations' governments take action while others deny that the problem even exists? A conference at the 

University of Minnesota will bring together social scientists from around the world to investigate that very 

question. "Fixing Global Warming" will take place 7- 9 p.m. Thursday, and 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Friday, Jan. 25-26, 

in Cowles Auditorium, Humphrey Institute, 301 19th Ave. S., Minneapolis. 

Global climate change is usually examined from a natural science perspective-the only way we can know about 

the problem. But in practice, governments and societies often disregard scientific knowledge. The conference 

brings together social scientists who, by comparing different national responses and global agreements, are 

examining the social, political and cultural factors that make for the best public policy. These factors help 

governments take science seriously as the basis for assessing risk and making responses to global climate change 

(GCC) and related environmental problems. Factors under investigation include those that strengthen "advocacy 

networks," such as opportunities for interest groups like business and non-governmental organizations (NGOs) 

to talk together and create joint recommendations. 

On the day after the conference, visiting researchers will gather to review the discussions of the previous two 

days and design a research project to take what is known about human and governmental reaction to GCC to the 

next level. These sociologists, political scientists and other social scientists will then conduct research in about 15 

nations where they will develop case studies that offer comparisons and contrasts between government 

reactions, with the goal of knowing what tactics countries can borrow from each other. Ultimately, the research 

team hopes to use their research to, as the conference title suggests, "fix global warming." A follow up conference 

is already scheduled for spring 2007 in Greece. 

Conference speakers will include former Vice President Walter Mondale; Leslie King, dean of the Clayton H. 

Riddell Faculty of Environment, Earth, and Resources at the University of Manitoba; and researchers from 

across the U.S., Canada and the Netherlands. 

- more-
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"Fixing Global Warming" is being organized by University of Minnesota sociology professor Jeffrey Broadbent, 

who is available for media interviews along with Leslie King from the University of Manitoba. 

WHEN: Thursday, January 25- Friday, January 26 

WHERE: Cowles Auditorium, Humphrey Institute of Public Affairs, 301 19th Ave. S., Minneapolis 
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'TIS THE SEASON TO BE BETTING 

The College Bowl season is about to heat up and the NFL playoffs are on the horizon. For some that means a 

friendly wager with friends, but for others it can be more serious. A University of Minnesota expert who can 

comment on gambling addiction is: 

Ken Winters, University of Minnesota professor of psychiatry 

Winters has been studying addictive behaviors for the past three decades. His research focuses on problem 

gambling, and he can discuss its root causes. 

To interview Winters contact Drew Swain at (612) 625-8962 or dswain@umn.edu; or Asim Dorovic at (612) 

624-0214 or dorovic@umn.edu. 

Expert Alert is a service provided by the University News Service. Delivered regularly, Expert Alert is designed to 

connect university experts to today's breaking news and current events. For an archive and other useful media 

services, visit www.unews.umn.edu. 
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MINNESOTA HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS EARN COLLEGE CREDIT-- WITHOUT 
LEAVING SCHOOL GROUNDS 

- More than 80 area high schools participating in College in the Schools program -

MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAUL -- More than $80,000 -- that's the tuition price tag of a four-year education at an 

average private American college, according to the College Board's latest estimates. 

At Stillwater Area High School, some students are enrolled in a program that helps them cut down on their 

college costs by earning transferable college credits while still in high school. 

This fall, Stillwater Area High School was able to offer a new college Animal Science course through the College 

in the Schools program, which is administered by the University of Minnesota's College of Continuing 

Education. In the program, high school teachers are prepared by university faculty to teach university courses to 

their students. 

Students taking U of M courses through College in the Schools receive college credit without leaving their high 

school. That means no need for students to travel to a college campus and one less course they'll have to take at 

their own expense once they reach college. 

For high school instructors, teaching a university course through College in the Schools is a way to teach a 

challenging class to motivated students, while also reconnecting with peers at other high schools and in higher 

education. According to Glenn Boettcher, an 18-year veteran at Stillwater Area High School and the teacher of 

the new Animal Science course, "the opportunity to work with talented U of M staff, high school teachers and 

the students in the class has been rewarding." 

Throughout the course, teachers have university support and attend on-campus workshops to help keep them 

on the cutting edge. Susan Henderson, director of College in the Schools, explained that all College in the Schools 

teachers attend at least three workshops each year, and have ongoing contact as-needed with university faculty. 

- more-
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The Animal Science course also represents a first for College in the Schools, Henderson explained; it is one of 

two new agricultural education courses offered this year, both of which include a laboratory component. Other 

College in Schools courses include history, writing and foreign language. 

Students are doing well in the class, according to Boettcher: "Students seem to be very positive towards the 

course. They have enjoyed the challenge and seem focused on doing well in their first college class." 

Unlike Advanced Placement students, College in the Schools students do not have to take a single qualifying test 

to have their credits count when they enroll in college. As long as they pass the College in the Schools class, they 

will have real college credits from the University of Minnesota. 

As Boettcher said, "Students in the course will receive the four credits for Animal Science 1101 on their U of M 

transcript when the course is completed." 

College in the Schools is based out of the Twin Cities campus of the University of Minnesota. For more 

information about the program, including a list of the more than 80 area high schools participating, visit 

www.cce.umn.edu/cis. 
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CURA AND DEED LAUNCH WEB-BASED COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
MAPPING APPLICATION 

MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAUL-- The University of Minnesota's Center for Urban and Regional Affairs (CURA), 

in partnership with the Labor Market Information Office at Minnesota Department of Employment and 

Economic Development (DEED), and many other government agencies and nonprofit development 

organizations, has launched Minnesota 3-D (M3D), an Internet-based mapping system with employment, 

housing, services and economic development information and analysis tools. 

The first-of-its-kind application in the nation, M3D brings together more than 90 data layers that may be 

displayed visually on a map and in report format using geographic information systems technology. 

"The future vitality of our region depends on our ability to efficiently connect housing, jobs and services," said 

Kris Nelson, CURA project director. "M3D provides a significant tool for communities to inform policies and 

implement strategies for efficient and sustainable development to assure the well being of working families." 

As reported in a recent study by the National Center for Housing Policy, working families in the Twin Cities 

metropolitan area spend 30 percent of their household income on transportation (and more than 27 percent on 

housing). The report recommends that "regions coordinate their housing and transportation policies to ensure 

they fully reflect the needs of working families--one example includes building more affordable housing near 

existing and planned transit hubs." 

Over the next year CURA and other M3D community partners will be working to apply M3D to planning and 

development projects to achieve a greater balance between housing and employment opportunities within 

communities. 

Chaska is using the M3D application to help inform its strategies to support bio-sciences industries in the 

community; specifically what kinds of housing and commute pattern would support this industry. The Harrison 

Neighborhood Association in Minneapolis will use M3D to help plan and implement the Bassett Creek 

Redevelopment plan, which will add up to 10,000 new jobs to the area. Minneapolis is interested in using M3D 

- more-



.t 

UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA 

Redevelopment plan, which will add up to 10,000 new jobs to the area. Minneapolis is interested in using M3D 

to inform and implement its Northside Employment Initiative to support increased community development. 

M3D, developed over the last two years, is made possible by a $600,000 Technology Opportunities Program 

(TOP) grant from the U.S. Department of Commerce awarded to the University ofMinnesota in 2004. 

The application is accessible online at http://map.deed.state.mn.us/m3d/ 

CURA is an all-university applied research and technical assistance center that helps the University of 

Minnesota fulfill its land grant and urban missions by connecting faculty and student researchers with nonprofit 

organizations, businesses, neighborhoods, local governments and state agencies in Minnesota. M3D is part of 

CURA's continuing work to develop GIS tools and understanding for local communities to plan and develop vital 

places for people to live and work. 

The Minnesota Department of Employment and Economic Development Labor Information Office (LMI) 

collects, analyzes and disseminates key labor market indicators, information, and analysis on the economy, 

workforce, industry base and job market in Minnesota to support informed decision-making. LMI produces data 

products, publications and services. 



® 

UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA 

EXPERT ALERT 

University News Service 
0: 612-624-5551 • F: 612-626-9388 

unews@umn.edu • www.unews.umn.edu 

December 19, 2006 

Contacts: Drew Swain, University News Service, (612) 625-8962, dswain@umn.edu 
Asim Dorovic, University News Service, (612) 624-0214, dorovic@umn.edu 

0 CHRISTMAS TREE AND OTHER HOLIDAY FOLIAGE 

With the holiday season comes the fresh greenery that deck our halls and provides that special pine aroma. 

Whether it is the Christmas tree, a holiday wreath or simply the mistletoe, people have many questions. A 

University of Minnesota expert who can discuss winter foliage is: 

Nancy Rose, University of Minnesota Extension Service horticulturist and professor 

Rose has been answering questions on all aspects of home gardening for people across the state. She can explain 

what one should look for when selecting a Christmas tree and other holiday greens and how to care for them 

properly to ensure a longer lifespan. Her gardening commentary also appears frequently in the Star Tribune. 

To interview Rose contact Asim Dorovic at (612) 624-0214 or dorovic@umn.edu; or Drew Swain at (612) 

625-8962 or dswain@umn.edu. 

Expert Alert is a service provided by the University News Service. Delivered regularly, Expert Alert is designed to 

connect university experts to today's breaking news and current events. For an archive and other useful media 

services, visit www.unews.umn.edu. 
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U OF M TO PRESENT 26TH ANNUAL CONCERT TO HONOR THE LIFE OF DR. 
MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. 

MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAUL-- The University of Minnesota Office for Equity and Diversity and the School of 

Music present "Music for Martin," the 26th annual concert celebrating the life and achievements of Dr. Martin 

Luther King, Jr. Grammy Award-winning group Sounds of Blackness headlines the concert this year with local 

acappella group 4given as the opening act. The 90-minute concert will be held at 4 p.m. Sunday, Jan. 21 at Ted 

Mann Concert Hall, 2128 4th St. S. Minneapolis. The concert is free and open to the public, and no advance 

tickets are required. The lobby will open at 3 p.m. Parking is available in the 21st Avenue parking ramp, one 

block southwest of the concert hall. For disability accommodations for the concert, please call (612) 626-1094. 

Since January of 1971, the Sounds of Blackness have consistently performed and proclaimed the music, culture 

and history of African-Americans to audiences all over the world. From jazz and blues, to rock & roll, R&B, 

gospel, spirituals, hip-hop, reggae and soul, this group colors each and every "sound of blackness" with uplifting 

messages of hope, unity, love and peace for all humankind, and then works passionately to achieve it. Under the 

direction of Gary Hines, the group recently performed concerts in Japan and London, and will return to London 

in early 2007. The message, motivation and music of Sounds ofBlackness has inspired the lives of millions 

worldwide for more than 35 years. 

Also appearing on the program is 4given, whose style has been compared to such gospel groups as Take Six, 

Glad and Commission. Their exceptional a cappella sound is unparalleled in the Twin Cities and the Upper 

Midwest. Led by their mother, Kara Miller, the group has sung across the region at churches, professional 

sporting events, conferences and concerts. 

The founder of these annual concerts, University of Minnesota professor Reginald Buckner, began a tradition of 

celebrating the life and accomplishments of Martin Luther King, Jr. through the performing arts. Buckner was an 

outstanding performer, composer and educator, and was instrumental in establishing a jazz studies program at 

the university. More information about the concert can be found at www.music.umn.edu. 

WHAT: "Music for Martin" - 26th annual concert to honor the life of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

- more-
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WHEN: 4 p.m. Sunday Jan. 21,2007 

WHERE: Ted Mann Concert Hall, 2128 4th St. S. Minneapolis 
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'U OF M MOMENT' FEATURE LINKS FOR THE WEEK OF DEC. 25 
,.., U experts discuss topics ranging from the norovirus to gambling addictions ,.., 

MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAUL-- "University of Minnesota Moment" radio features for the week of Monday, 

Dec. 25 are available to Minnesota radio stations for free. 

The features are as follows: 

Monday, Dec. 25 "Beware ofthe Norovirus" 

A mild case of overeating might be expected over the holidays. But make sure your family and friends don't go 

home with norovirus; the foodbome illness we've heard about on cruise ships and in restaurants, hospitals and 

schools. Carol Ann Burtness, a food science educator with the U of M Extension Service, says norovirus is also 

the leading cause of foodbome illness outbreaks in Minnesota. 

Fully produced :90 feature: http:/ /blog.lib. umn.edu/urelate/radio/norovirus _ holidays.mp3 

Raw audio: http:/ /blog.lib. umn.edu/urelate/radio/norovirus _raw.mp3 

Tuesday, Dec. 26: "Don't Let Your Septic System Freeze" 

So far, it's been an extremely dry winter, which can be tough on home septic systems. Valerie Prax, a water 

resource management educator with the U of M Extension Service, says a combination of cold weather and lack 

of snow is one reason home septic systems can freeze. 

Fully produced :90 feature: http:/ /blog.lib.umn.edu/urelate/radio/septic _ systems.mp3 

Raw audio: http:/ /blog.lib. umn.edu/urelate/radio/ septic_ systems _raw .mp3 

Wednesday, Dec. 27: "CERTs Conference" 

The second annual Clean Energy Resource Teams conference will take place Wednesday, Jan. 17 at the St. Cloud 

Civic Center. The theme of this year's conference is "Local Energy/Local Opportunities." Joel Haskard with the 

U's Regional Sustainable Development Partnerships says the project is an opportunity for Minnesotans to play 

a role in shaping energy conservation and renewable energy in their region. 

Fully produced :90 feature: http://blog.lib.umn.edu/urelate/radio/CERTs_conference.mp3 

Raw audio: http:/ /blog.lib.umn.edu/urelate/radio/CERTs _conference _raw.mp3 

- more-
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Thursday, Dec. 28: "Childhood Obesity" 

What are the causes for the rise of childhood obesity? A team of researchers at the University of Minnesota, led 

by epidemiologist Leslie Lytle, aims to find out. 

Fully produced :90 feature: http:/ /blog.lib. umn.edu/urelate/radio/childhood _obesity .mp3 

Raw audio: http:/ /blog.lib.umn.edu/urelate/radio/childhood _obesity _raw.mp3 

Friday, Dec. 29: "Gambling Addictions" 

The college bowl season is heating up and the NFL playoffs are on the horizon. For some that means a friendly 

wager with friends, but for others it can be more serious. Ken Winters, aU ofM psychology professor, says 

once you start gambling away more than you had ever planned, you're in trouble. 

Fully produced :90 feature: http:/ /blog.lib.umn.edu/urelate/radio/gambling_ addictions.mp3 

Raw audio: http:/ /blog.lib.umn.edu/urelate/radio/gambling_ addictions _raw.mp3 

All of the features will be posted the day for which they are scheduled at http://blog.lib.umn.edu/urelate/radio/. 
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DAVID TILMAN EXPLAINS THE NEXT GENERATION OF BIOFUELS --PRAIRIE 
GRASSES 

- "Headliners" lecture on Jan. 11 -

MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAUL-- Hope for renewable energy and an answer to global warming may be right under 

our feet, according to scientist David Tilman, the speaker at the next Headliners lecture. 

In December's cover story of Science magazine, Tilman explained that his most recent study, based on 10 years 

of field work with the ecosystems at the University of Minnesota's Cedar Creek Natural History Area, showed 

that native prairie grasses and other naturally-occurring plants provide more usable energy per acre than com 

grain ethanol or soybean biodiesel. Also, these prairie plants are far better for the environment: unlike com for 

ethanol, native prairie plants do not need cultivation or extensive fertilization, and can be grown on land that is 

not prime farmland. 

Tilman's research promises to have a major impact on the debates surrounding how America can best break its 

oil addiction. 

On Thursday, Jan. 11, he'll bring his findings to the public in the next installment of the Headliners lecture series, 

which is sponsored by the College of Continuing Education. The lecture will take place 7 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 

11, at the University ofMinnesota Continuing Education and Conference Center, 1890 Buford Ave., St. Paul. 

An audience Q&A will follow his talk. 

Tilman is Regents Professor of Ecology, Distinguished McKnight University Professor and Presidential Chair of 

Ecology in the University of Minnesota's College of Biological Sciences. He is also the director of Cedar Creek 

Natural History Area. Among his many honors, the Institute for Scientific Information has designated him the 

most highly cited environmental scientist of the past decade. His research was supported by the University of 

Minnesota Initiative for Renewable Energy and the Environment and by the National Science Foundation. 

Headliners lectures give the public a chance to meet once a month with university and community experts and 

- more-
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' listen as they share firsthand knowledge of the day's most intriguing stories. 

Tickets to the Headliners lecture are $10. Call (612) 624-4000, visit www.cce.umn.edu/headliners or purchase at 

the door. 
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MULTIMEDIA EVENT TO EDUCATE MINNESOTANS ABOUT HOMELESSNESS 
THROUGH ART 

"" "The Land of 1 0,000 Homeless" "" 

MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAUL-- Minnesota activists and artists will join together on Sunday, Jan. 14 to put on a 

multi-media event to educate Minnesotans about homelessness. 

The event "The Land of 10,000 Homeless: An Artistic Portrayal of Homelessness in Minnesota" will be put on 

from 2 to 5 p.m. Sunday, Jan. 14 at Plymouth Congregational Church, located at 1900 Nicollet Avenue at the 

comer of Franklin A venue in Minneapolis. 

The University of Minnesota Human Rights Center, Plymouth Congregational Church Outreach and the 

Foundation for International Medical Relief of Children at the University of Minnesota are sponsoring the event. 

The event will include music, performance, visual art, short videos and photography. Some of the art will be 

available to view and hear on the web at www.voicesofthestreets.org, which will be launched in the first week of 

2007 to coincide with this event. People are encouraged to visit this Website to learn more about this artistic 

approach to educating people about homelessness. 

The event cost is on a sliding scale from $0 to $1 0 based on what people can afford. All proceeds will support 

the work of the X-Cornrnittee, an advocacy group made up ofhomeless and formerly homeless individuals 

whose mission is to assist individuals experiencing homelessness in Minnesota. 

The schedule of the event follows. 

• 2 to 3 p.m. -- guests will be invited to see visual art and photographs displayed in the reception area and learn 

about homelessness from advocacy organizations at various display tables. 

•3 to 5 p.m.-- the event will move to the intimate performance space, where the guests will be treated to music 

- more -
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videos, spoken word performances, theater, and musical guests, each with their own artistic expression of 

homelessness. Many of the performers will speak about the realities of homelessness from their own personal 

expenence. 

Free parking will be available on LaSalle Avenue one-halfblock north of Franklin Avenue. 

For more information, please contact: Kim Walsh (612) 626-2226 or hrfellow@umn.edu; Andrew Turpening 

(612) 807-8729, andrewturpening@hotmail.com or Mike Otremba (612) 205-9441, otre0010@umn.edu. 
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UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA ALUMNI ASSOCIATION ENCOURAGES GOPHER 
FANS TO RALLY AT TWIN CITIES INSIGHT BOWL VIEWING PARTIES 

,.., Joe Senser's to host parties in Bloomington, Eagan and Roseville, Dec. 29,.., 

MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAUL-- Joe Senser's Grill and Bar will be hosting viewing parties for the Insight Bowl 

as the Golden Gopher football team battles the Texas Tech Red Raiders in Tempe, Ariz., at 7 p.m., Friday, Dec. 

29. 

"I encourage all our alums, friends and Gopher fans who aren't able to join us in Tempe to meet up at Joe 

Senser's and cheer on the Golden Gophers," said Margaret Sughrue Carlson, CEO ofthe University of 

Minnesota Alumni Association. "Our thanks to Joe Senser's for stepping up to the plate and hosting the 

viewing parties." 

Joe Senser' s has locations at: 

• 4217 W. 80th St., Bloomington- (952) 835-1191 

• 3010 Eagandale Place, Eagan- (651) 687-9333 

• 2350 Cleveland Ave., Roseville- (651) 631-1781 

Joe Senser's will feature game day food specials and will be showing the game on their gigantic high definition 

screens. In addition, there will be prize drawings for all Gopher fans. 

For more information on the Insight Bowl, go to www.alurnni.urnn.edu/bowl. 
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ARTISTS SPOTLIGHT MINNESOTA'S SPLINTERED ECOSYSTEMS IN U OF M 
BELL MUSEUM'S 'PROJECT ART FOR NATURE' 

MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAUL-- Seventeen artists from Minnesota and Wisconsin take inspiration from the 

region's increasingly splintered wild places in "Project Art for Nature: Presence, Essence, Absence," opening 

Feb. 10 at the University of Minnesota's Bell Museum ofNatural History, 10 Church St. S.E., Minneapolis. 

Through a wide variety of media, Project Art for Nature (PAN) artists explore changes in the natural 

environment-- including habitat degradation and restoration-- caused by weather, climate and human activity. 

Working in teams of two and three, the artists focused on locations ranging from Wisconsin's Kinnickinnic River 

and Crex Meadows Wildlife Area to the Mississippi River Gorge in Minneapolis and Mankato's Kasota Prairie. 

In order to observe subtle changes in habitat, artists visited their chosen sites multiple times over the course of 

several years. 

Objects on display include more than 120 paintings, pastels, collages, fiber art, books and sculptures by artists 

Carla Benjamin, Richard Crammer, Elaine Evans, Judy Fairbrother, Denise Friesen, Barbara Harman, Mimi 

Holmes, Yung Jouseau, Anne Kerfoot, Wendy Lane, Estella Lerma, David Morrison, Robyn Beth Priestley, Roz 

Stendahl, Diane Wesman, Gloria Williams and PAN founder Vera Ming Wong. 

"Whether protected, in need of maintenance or restoration, or surviving through benign neglect, all the areas 

chosen by PAN artists provide diminishing habitat for precious native flora and fauna," said Wong. "We hope to 

offer the public an intimate view of what we all stand to lose, but hope to preserve." 

PAN is an informal confederation of regional artists bound together by the goal of bridging local artistic and 

ecological communities and promoting stewardship of threatened wild areas in Minnesota and Wisconsin. 

The Bell Museum is part ofthe school's College of Food, Agricultural and Natural Resource Sciences. For more 

information, visit www.bellmuseum.org. 
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'U OF M MOMENT' FEATURE LINKS FOR THE WEEK OF JAN. 1 

MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAUL -- "University of Minnesota Moment" radio features for the week of Monday, 

Jan. 1, are available to Minnesota radio stations for free. 

The features are as follows: 

Monday, Jan. 1: "Winter Heating Safety Tips" 

Furnaces and other heating equipment are the number one cause of home fires in the U.S. That makes safety the 

top priority when heating your home or cabin. Richard Stone, an educator in housing technology with the U of 

M Extension Service, says all Minnesota homeowners are strongly urged to have annual inspections of all 

combustion appliances. 

Fully produced :90 feature: http:/ /blog.lib.umn.edu/urelate/radio/heating_safety .mp3 

Raw audio: http:/ /blog.lib. umn.edu/urelate/radio/heating_ safety _raw.mp3 

Tuesday, Jan. 2: "Critter-Proof Trees and Plants" 

Damage done by rabbits, mice, voles and deer to trees and plants during winter months can be devastating. The 

animals' gnawing can stunt growth severely or even kill the plant. Gary Wyatt, a natural resource management 

educator with the U of M Extension Service, says now is a good time to implement proactive and preventive 

measures to minimize and control animal damage. 

Fully produced :90 feature: http:/ /blog.lib. umn.edu/urelate/radio/critter _proof _plants.mp3 

Raw audio: http:/ /blog.lib.umn.edu/urelate/radio/critter _proof_raw.mp3 

Wednesday, Jan. 3: "E20 Driveability Study" 

The U ofM is in the early stages of a 14-month-long study ofE20, an experimental biofuel that contains 20 

percent ethanol. Bill Roberts, the U's associate director of Parking and Transportation Services, says the state of 

Minnesota has contracted with the university to conduct a driveability evaluation as the state aims to increase 

the use of alternative fuels. 

Fully produced :90 feature: http://blog.lib.umn.edu/urelate/radio/e20_study.mp3 

Raw audio: http:/ /blog.lib.umn.edu/urelate/radio/e20 _study _raw.mp3 

- more-
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Thursday, Jan. 4: "Educating Learners in Mid-Life and Beyond" 

The demand for educational opportunities for older adult learners - both the current generation of older adults 

and the next generation of Baby Boomers - is growing. In response to this increased interest in older adult 

learning and the recognition that older adults have different learning needs, the U ofM's College of Continuing 

Education is offering the course "Educating Learners in Mid-Life and Beyond" during the spring semester of 

2007. Jan Hively, one of the course's coordinators, says what older adults want to learn and how they prefer to 

learn may differ from their earlier learning experiences and interests. 

Fully produced :90 feature: http://blog.lib.urnn.edu/urelate/radio/educating_learners.mp3 

Raw audio: http:/ /blog.lib.urnn.edu/urelate/radio/educating_learners _raw.mp3 

Friday, Jan. 5: "Healthful Meeting Foods" 

How many meetings are you a part of every week - either as a participant or a planner? Think of the food that is 

usually served. Is it healthful? Jill May, a health and nutrition educator with the U ofM Extension Service, says 

many meeting food and beverages can leave us tired and full instead of energized. 

Fully produced :90 feature: http:/ /blog.lib. umn.edu/urelate/radio/healthful_ meeting_foods.mp3 

Raw audio: http:/ /blog.lib.umn.edu/urelate/radio/youth _programs _raw.mp3 
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U OF M BOARD OF REGENTS TO CONSIDER TCF BANK STADIUM SCHEMATICS, 
BUDGET 

- Open house will allow public to view the design and speak directly with the architects -

MINNEAPOLIS I ST. PAUL The University of Minnesota Board of Regents will hold a special meeting to 
consider schematic plans and a capital budget amendment for the TCF Bank Stadium project. A meeting of the 
facilities committee begins at 9:30a.m. Wednesday, Jan. 3, Boardroom, 600 McNamara Alumni Center, 200 Oak 
St. S.E., Minneapolis. The full board will meet at 11 a.m. 

A news conference with U of M President Robert Bruininks, a representative from the design firm HOK Sport, 
and other university officials will take place after the board meeting, at approximately 11:15 a.m., in the A.I. 
Johnson Room, McNamara Alumni Center. Media kits will contain a DVD with the graphics of the new 
schematics, among other items. 

That same day the public is invited to view the stadium design at an open house between 3:30 and 6:30p.m. at 
McNamara, where there will be refreshments and short presentations at 5 and 6 p.m. The public is encouraged to 
view the schematic renderings, learn about design elements, ask questions and meet the architects of TCF Bank 
Stadium. 

Media wishing to do live shots for daytime or evening news broadcasts should contact David Ruth, University 

News Service, at (612) 624-1690 to secure a satellite truck parking space. 


